







HOW to save up to Ks. 
wnep you buy a pad 

|2^1Ianid^last strip 





Kor less than Rs. 8 net your child 
started on a valuable habit. A piKK>' 
bank conies tree with c\ers pack of 
.20 Handyplasr strips, ^dur child . an 
save as much as Rs. .SO in one rupee coins 
in this attractive bank. 

Of couisc the ofTcr is just an 
iiucntivc With active kids around the 
hoii.sc It jctiiallv makes .sense to keep a 
pack of I landvplast handy I iandyplast 
contains the same medicine most 
surgeons prescribe for post-opctative 
healing. .Nlakinft it leliable foi siiperfici^ 
wounds, lilts, bites and sores. 

Stocks arc limited. .So luirrv to voiir 
retailei oi themisr .ind f^et voiirself a 
super barsain. 
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I 1985 was, in many ways I lie year of 
I llif uiulordop. 'ITu- vcai an unknown 
1 (ienn.in child piodi^'t ii'i^’iiod over 
I L’t'iitic' Court ;il \\'!inl)l('il()n. The year 

• llif ‘fluke’ winner.- of tlie 198;f VVorIri 
I Cu)j did it yet ajiani in .Australia. 1'lie 

I vear a twenl\ tour ve.ir old Indian, on 
! his dehut won the W orld jVmatenr 
I Hillitad.-, title deli atiUK a cueist his 
I j4i,indl,'ilhe! ,ij>e. In other words it 

• has heen a pood year in general tor 

' spoi I. as It Is upsets ol this naliiie that 
i Keeps the interest alive. 

< tn the other hand, there were a 
^ nunii)i'i t)l incidents which ‘killed’ 

: .spoil. Hradford Citv, Mav ll—more 
th.ir, Iti people wte leafed dead when 
a sociei stand was set ablaze. May 
Unis. c'Is—the Kiiropeans Cham- 
I jiions Ciii) lin.il played hetween Jinen 
I Ills and l.iveipool altiT some .o.’f spec 
I talors wi-ie i rushi'd to death and over 
i lk')tt in)ni ed. These were two ol tlie 
! more si'rioiis iK’.iliiips lli.it sport took 
I inlos< 'I here Wi re many more 
I sinul.n in-, ideals 'in -.occer pronnds 
.'indoihii -portinu arenas llrunkeii 
I -pe, i,i',Mi -, mi t(n ient nmpirms', Ol le- 
: leu'eiiip. and‘mtine>-mad‘ spoilsmen 
I li.ive ail conuihiited to tarnish the 
I name ol .sport turther. ll is about time 
I dniikint'. is iirohilaied inside sportinc 
I art n.'i.s i|v wot Id ovei. It is ahoiit time 
! .i!i ' del I es and umpires (jo '.hruuph a 
I siiid 11 ei'nint; beinre hein;i permit- 
; ted to take eli.irne on the lield. Hut 
I more impoi ta.n! than hotti these pre- 
I eauitoris. it is ahoul time spoilt, selfish 
j ,iikI inconsiderate sjiortsmen are 
I t,iu>>ht that tlieie IS mote to sport than 
i inst winiiinrt: ihrr here is more to lile 

I tliaii lusi mone\. 

. ,s‘//y/MV/(,/ydsw, 

I L\ilcLitt:i. 

i The future is ours to see 

' rilH last limi. tlie Indian hockcv (earn 
. won.Mn,i|oi inteniationai lonrnainent 
I with all othei paitic)patin>^ teams at 
i hill siren.i'th was waj hack in the 197!i 
1 K'lai.p Lumtiai Worl.l C’lip. From then 
' on It has heen .i sti a'ly nose d;ve. 

I V\'innmp tin < ilvmpic title at Moscow 
i w r- noihinr> to wri t' home about. 

I '’.ikistaii, VVi'si • lei main. New'Zea- 
■ ! md, (ireat Hr-iam 'Xiistnili.i and Hol- 
' I-nd )oined thi 1 S tiovi ott, which 
. i.ft unl\ h|jain airl India to Iraltle it out 
Ml lophorioiii- rile most encoiiiaK 
I If’ thiiiK that has happened to Indian 
I oekev tia.s lieeti the overcomiiiK of 
the ‘I’akistan phobia’. In the last five 
meetings India has beaten them tour 
limes. The only loss was in the 
Bangladesh encounter where though 


India lost. Pal i.stan were hicKv. i- ■ i 
the least. 

'fhe win .1' [poll was heat teui'u; 

'file present ■••t of players ,ii e 
talented, riie. h.i\’e thi i oi. .. 
lempeiaineni ,mil hsim simit Wi'i. 

1 >1. M. .A. ^i. K'.-m'--w.imv Ir.ii k at o." 
lielm, things sh' 'i;M ; .ke a turn !oi h. 
Iietter Wh.ile l•,•(^'^lled is more 
cosisteni V. Witli tin -. oi tect gnid.iin <• 
things could Ix' s<-i iiyiit rtu- lust 
task in the new v.mi v oiili'i he to win 
the Seoul .Asiad. The oi;!\ te<!n>' 
capahli' ol putting up a I ghi ;iie 
I’akistan and Malaysia. Indi.i slimik! 
not ha\e much ol ,i iirohiem gettinc, 
past either ol the two le.ims. Willi 
promising playeis like I'.iig.it Sinj’h, 
'I’lioih.i Singh. Tikki'ii Siiigh. .ind .M.!' 
Singh .'iioiiiii!, till- t.ilnie looks iirig.ht. 
Let s liope lh,it Ind',1 1 , ke-. it- 
appointed pl.ici at t' e to’) 

y. NAMliSH Mf X(K\. 

Hurvum. 

We are the world of 
sport 

1 W.-\S mi ','1 li to li-ai s '.sti'I It-.lit !. 
u-i)oii on riutlnm V' .ili-'iic i'-; . 
c.iilsi- 1 Sj), •: l-.Ui )//;/I ).‘I eiiCx'. li i. 
nio'.i'.’h i h.cl-leard o| itir- >i<-, a Oi.: 
Ill vei lii-i-n SI) 'oiii 'hi’ig’n- n,;n,ii- d ! !.i 
(Hi lull-III,it W,!'s Usi.-i| Vv I |l O'.el 

reii'canl and ini()nii.itiv( 

I'l is \'et\ < .i:,i III ni.iKe .' ,1.11-.!. 1- - 
yoni self III the worl'l •-.1 poit 'm: - 

far mi'te diiticnit tor' I’liion,)ii - 

ter to lini! Iimi- to' his iiiikir-iiiMt' 
hrethi-ren. 'I'his thoiigh'inl .mo hen ■ 
lean task iindertaki n In- i-toth.i."' li. 
increased mv resiiecl Fn tlx- ch.n-:,-i. ‘U 
cnckeleragreatde.il. -i sixMi.snim 
deriws so mueh tior.i s.h-iet', li 
lionoui, fami- and m.i(j‘ supporl < ?! 
eonrs--', Itie sixiil.sm.in iries to r<' u,a 
all witli Ills perkmnaiii < - on 1 hi li- ii!, 
whti h IS the resnil ol n'.iir.’ se.ii-, o! 
sai nfice and eifori lint iliis gestim. o! 
Ian Botham's i, iinpaialieki as lai a.s 
s|xirt:-:nH':i an-lonei-nied. (letia; la.-ei- 
haek moii* lli.ai tie at tii,.lK owt'--. 
Botham ha.- .set a pret ed'.-nt a im n ’- ■!', 
lloix-lulh’ he fo!low-ed hv oth'-i 
s|X)n-nien 

f'leaduLitioii Itust sport.-i.n ,, m i, i- 
|s mote III.Ill mat let i-i-.t i! in in-o'* 
Itornolhei v-tlks til li'.i- l';i,-\ .'it- 

t!l'-|Vt'/!e 11, till- ilt-sl |KJsl',|..Hi 1- . <,, - 

i.iad-lot the lit-edv’ ,A t< v .,! lin- - 
')1 yeisteiyear as wi ll ,i- pn, 
I’l.'le. I ion Btadman L ari l.e»\' , < ■.!. ■■ 
Sobers, Sunil Gavaskar. .\^k ip.:/ 
.ind conipruiy could till get fj^feni r ai-<i 
do sometliuig on Uie lines rfswe .An 
nie World'. iisr 

S. M. smVAVKASAI). "i.: 

Nt‘wl)t^Uu. % 
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Watching cricket in Bradman city 

NikKii Bhattacharya’s camera coverage of the drawn Adelaide 

Test match 



.S’.,, VtSfS SSlStlS ^'S5p®iSSS'£!r«“ 


The hostilities cease for drinks. 


Mohinder Amarnath (SMond from right) readtes himself for 


repair 
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Allan Bofdar gata ona past Srikkanth during hia first innings of 49 
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I T was the A I! bo-■< w 1)0 
started II ail. • 
rather boriii}; ■ trim in on 
the final dav I ■ bi -'l 
Test, they i!' ourh tru¬ 
ly to trvan'l ethe 

drud^erv t "iK an all- 
time IruK . - 11 . It was a 
tou^th.'i' -lit and yet 
toot* re.sist. And 

astb' ' in U) .All 
Indi.. )•’ luM. who weriye- 
lav i.'ii'. Liie Radio .Australia 
broadia.st rniKht recall 1 
lisied two sides: an Indian 
<-leven and an India eleven, 
the latter dis(niaiifyin>j 
those* who did not actually 
play lor the country. 

M\ fu st team was: 
(iavaskar. Mmliant, RarT- 
ji, Duleep, llazare, Man- 
kad. Kapil I )ev. Kirmani, 
Amar SitikIi, Nissar and 
Chandrasekhar. My second 
replaci-d Raii)i and tluloet) 
with Maiijrekar and Vish 
wanatli respectively. 1 later 
concluded that Solkar 
would luive to be the undis¬ 
puted twelfth man in either 
case. 

The inlection caught on. 
Dickv RutnaKur. repre¬ 
senting TItf Telt'ffrapb of 
Calcuta, promptly pro¬ 
duced his eleven. And he 
felt that Hedi must >;el a 
place ahead of Mankad. I 
argued the latter not only 
had his quite exceptional 
bowling, but was. addi- 
tionallv. a toii-cUiss bats¬ 
man. But Dicky would have 
notliing of it. In his book 
Bedi was so much above 
Mank.ul as a howler that 
otliet considenitions did 
not ni.tiici 

The epidciim sjnead. On 
the flight to Hohail. the 
Indian managei. Venkat- 
ragliavaii. handed in liis 
eleven. It was tlie same as 
mine, e^^vl)t th.it it did not 
have.Ainai Singh lleliad, 
inteiestinglv enough, gone 
for Lala Amarnatlt, whom 
he would have batting at 
nuiiiht i SIX. witliM.mkad. 
Kapil Mid KirmaiiHalling 
down "l-ice eawfc Indeed, 
Us an.! a ■ i.jkM|||. Venkal 
%tressei >’ijl li^iight 

■' K, Nayudu in 


Tour Diary 


History plays Its 
part 

Ashis Ray picks his 
best-evcr Indian cricket 
team and finds the epidemic 
spreading 


place of Amarn:itti! 

Aiioher ratiu'r hold sug¬ 
gestion came trom R 
Mohan ot the Tin- Hindu. 
His prefeience wa;: for 
Durraiu as the lell anr 
spinner, andneilliei .Man 
kad nor Bedi. 'I'he consen¬ 
sus, liowevei, did not 
ftivout thisOioice. iiid as 
Venkat pul it: !., and 

figures did not merit sut h a 


; move, and facts and figures 
must be one of the criteria 
for selection. ” 

'file fun and games, in 
i.icr, did not stop there. 

' Soi.ii we proceeded to pick 
' an all time second eleven, a 
I halaiiced team of best fiel- 
I tiers and so on. In a way, 

I t his was unavoidable since 
the ‘Holiday Isle’ of Tasma 
I Ilia nroved to be a complete 



Venkat (left) and Vengsarkar. “The epidemic epreed..." 


vacation from cricket. The . 
prognosis was bad even 
before the Indian cricketers 
anded at Hobart. Subse¬ 
quent rain only made it 
worse. The p^r drain^e 
and the peculiar top-soil at 
the Tasmania Cricket 
Association rendered the 
outfield risky and unplay¬ 
able. And so the Indians, 
desperately seeking some • 
match practice, were de¬ 
nied this opportunity. 

It was the wettest De¬ 
cember on record since 
1917, the locals revealed 
njefully. Also, they claimed 
it was the first time an 
entire four-day match had 
to be scrapped in the 
Tasmanian capital. The 
weather, in fact, even bes¬ 
mirched the immense natu¬ 
ral beauty of this place. 

The Governor of the 
State did liis utmost to 
alleviate the suffering by 
hosting a splendid dinner 
for the visitors. Besides, 
the all-t)ight casino and dis¬ 
cotheque kept those who 
were inclined towards sucl 
uictulgence well occupied, 
although as far as the flut¬ 
ter with chips was con¬ 
cerned very few*, it was 
gathered, left the tables 
with a smile. 

Indeed, tJie addiction to 
gambling, how-ever modest 
and unharmful, coupled 
with the late nights and 
general disorientation from 
cricket, was liable to undo 
the little psycholopcal 
advantage gained in thefirst 
Test—which was, virtual¬ 
ly, the only factor to bank 
on vis-a-vis the second 
Test. 

In the circumstances, 
Kapil, who had earlier been 
thwarted in his bid to have 
some play on the second 
day by the somewhat un¬ 
helpful attitude of the 
Tasmanian captain David 
Btxin, decided to cut short 
the fruitless and, perhaps, 
damaging stay in Hobart. It 
was a wise move, and the 
skipper deserved full marks 
for this inspired bit of oflF- 
the-field thinking! 




Sk D or wld Bi a d man (o«ntra), with S<r Ltn Hutton (toft) snd P«vfcl Frith (riflht),«« h» wr«« t»n yara ago 


would have played for nothing” 


T he star of the show was a 77-year- 
old former Test cricketer. 

Sir Donald Bradman, a near re¬ 
cluse, had agreed to fly from his home 
in Adelaide to neighbouring Mel¬ 
bourne, to speak at a luncheon to 
mark the induction of 120 people into 
the Australian Hail of Sporting Fame. 
The presence of the most illustrious 
cricketer in Test history was enough 
to guarantee the function's success; 
what bestowed even greater signifi¬ 
cance on the afternoon of glitter was 
the fact that The Den had broken his 
much-publicised resolution to avoid 
any such occasions. 

The venue was the Long Room of 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground and 
though there was a galaxy of stars 
present, it was Bradman who 
attracted the maximum attention, 
signing auto^aphs for people who had 
already acquired considerable reputa¬ 
tions in a variety of sporting fields. 

That afternoon, Bradman made the 
significant disclosure ttiat he had met 
members of the Australian Test squad 
currently engaged in the three-Test 
series against die touring Indians. 
Referring to Allan Border, the gritty 
left-hander who took over the job of 
captaincy after Kim Hughes 


announced a dramatic retirement last 
season, he said, “Allan asked me to go 
and have a chat with his boys and 1 did 
so with pleasure. I don’t believe in 
offering advice unless I’m asked to, 
but when 1 am approached, I’m always 
happy to talk to anyone”. 

The skyline of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground, affectionately refer¬ 
red to the world over as the MCG, 
was different when Bradman scored 
the first of his 29 Test centuries 
against The Old Foe—England, natur¬ 
ally—during the 1928-29 series. To¬ 
day. six concrete towers provide the 
wattage that illuminated the interna¬ 
tionally televised heroics of the 1985 
Benson and Hedges World Cham¬ 
pionship of Cricket, but the venue 
remains an emotional attachment will) 
the career of a young Australian bats¬ 
man who cut, pulled and drove his 
unique path into the ranks of the truly 
unforgettable sportsmen. 

“As a lad ol sixteen,” he recalled at 
the luncheon, “my ambition was to 
play senior cricket in my hometown of 
Bowral. But the nearest I could get to 
our first team was in the capacity of 
scorer. That didn’t really present 
much of a problem because my 
strongest subject at school was. 


mathematics. In fact, I was so good 
that 1 used to total the score even 
before the batsmen had made the 
runs!” 

Not for long was he kept op the 
fringe of the local team. “My involve¬ 
ment also included traveling forty 
miles to a Saturday game, sitting on a 
wooden box in the back of an old 
pickup truck. Despite the discomfort, 
it all paid dividends when I was 
eventually given a place in the playing 
eleven. Thereafter, it was the serious 
approach of Sydney grade cricket, 
which meant getting up at 4.30 every 
Saturday morning and walking half a 
mile to catch a train for the three-hour 
journey to the city. After plajdng a 
match—in which sometimes my only 
involvement was fielding for the dura¬ 
tion of the afternoon—I began the 
long haul home again, only to arrive at 
midnight. 

“My reward was the honour of 
playing for AuslraHa and wearmg a 
Bagg>' Green. In tiiose days, the fee 
for a Test match was twenty-five 
pounds...but I would happily Irave 
played for nothing”. 

By David MIcMahoii. Reported by 
Ashis Ray, Melbourne 
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Journey to the Forbidden Land 

f>:. t id Frith reviews the circumstances leading up to the 
Australian ‘rebel’ tour of South Africa 


O ' ; i)ie weirdest cricket tours 

I >lory got under way on Octo- 
b( t : vvtien Kim Hughes and his team 
of \ustralian ‘rebel’ cricketers flew 
quietly to Singapore, next stop Frank- 
lurt. and then South Africa for a 
controversial tour scheduled to take in 
three so-called 'Tests’ and six one-day 
inlernatioiials. SACIJ president Geoff 
Dakin '.iid, ‘We’ve sent the players on 


a little globe-trot to make sure no-one 
knows exactly where they are.’ The 
group were checked in as the ‘Willows 
Group’. 

Most of the players were relieved 
to get under way. Pilches in Perth had 
hecn dug ui> by anti-apartheid protes¬ 
tors. and John Dyson, Steve Rixon 
arid Steve Smith had not even been 
pennittcd to play grade cricket in 
Sydney. Mike Haysman felt compelled 
to leave his job in an Adelaide sports 
store when protestors from an orga¬ 
nisation known as Campaign Against 
Racial Exploitation picketed the shop. 

It was not only in Australia that 
hostility was directed against the tour. 
'Hie SAC B—an opposition organisa¬ 


tion to the SACU—pleaded with 
Hughes and his team to stay away, 
while the African National Congress 
warned them to expect violent ac¬ 
tion--;! threat which Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke condemned as 
counter-productive. ANC secretary- 
general Allred Nzo said his Congress 
would not be responsible for an^hing 
that happened to the Australian 


cricketers. Cricket grounds would be¬ 


come 'wai zones.’ he said. Tour 
manager Bruce Francis, on his 21st 
visit to South .Africa, retorted tliat 
security had Ixien f^aranteed. 

Bl.ick political militants in South 
Afiica wero planning to stage rival 
cricket i'u.iidu‘s in black townships to 
coincidi' with the matches play^ by 
Hughes’s .Australians. So strong is the 
feeling o( resentment that some of the 
major sponsors of the tour have in- 
si.sit‘d on anonymity, lest their pro¬ 
duct' he hovcotted by the black com- 
muniti 

, Me;' • lule, more details had 
i^ emerget, concerning Kim Hughes's 

. "V- -• - ■ ■ ■ . f ..... — , I,.. ——— 


decision to lead the team to South 
Africa. In a two-part exclusive inter¬ 
view with Warwick Hadiield in The 
Weekend AustraHkn, Hughes stated 
that he just ‘couldn’t stomach the 
thought of playing for the ACB be¬ 
cause of the way the gSme was being 
run.' After telephone conversation 
with the Board’s chief executive David 
Richards and Australian Test team 
rr^nager Bob Merriman, Hughes said 
he was ‘disillusioned about the jwhtics 
of Australian cricket,’ He told his wife 
he had ‘had a gutful. ’ It will be recalled 
that he had resigned from the Test 
captaincy with an emotional statement 
in November, and had been over¬ 
looked for the 1985 tour of England. 

A further conversation which had 
swayed his thinking came on May 1, 
1985, when, during a long talk with 
Perth delegate to the Board, Bert 
Rigg, Hughes claims he was told that 
the selectors on the 1985 England 
tour may have been told not to pick for 
the Test matches the three players 
who liad originally accepted offers to 
tour South .Africa, namely Uiik Wel- 
Iham, Graeme Wood and Wayne Phil¬ 
lips. Hughep’s reaction was: ‘The 
more you go into it, the sicker it gels. 
I am just tfuit pleased to be out of it. ’ 
He told his interviewer that Allan 



Border came close to pulling out of the 
England tour because the three were 
included—and what were believed to 
be better terms. The rest of the team 
api»rently had wanted the three to be 
omitted. 

Hughes’s anger at what he felt was 
the unsatisfactory control of the tradi¬ 
tional game in Australia boiled over as 
he told Warwick Hadfield: ‘For too 
long the players have just had to say 
“no comment.” It is about time the 
public really did find out who is 
running cricket. Well, 1 know who is 
running Au.stralian cricket, and I have 
been told how much money they make 
out of it. And I hope it comes out- 
...With all the money generated 
through cricke t, the Australian cricke¬ 
ters .siiouldn't have even been thinking 
about going to South Africa...Com¬ 
mercial interests, they run the game. 
In a $5(K),t)()() gate at the Melbourne 
Cricket (iround. 1 know how much is 
left for distribution to the cricket 
associations. It is somewhere be¬ 
tween $25,000 and $20,(KK). That was 
told to me by the treasurer when 1 
was captain... PBL is making all the 
money. The Board made a business 
deal seven years ago for ludicrous 
sums of money ...PBL dictates the 
programme we play, when we play 
the Test matches, where they are 
played, how many teams come to 
Australia, what balls we use. The 
Board doesn’t do that.’ 

Hughes went on to say that when 
he asked Board chairman ETed Ben¬ 
nett about future programming, he 
was told that if the players ‘don’t stop 
grizzling about the number of one-day 
games. PBL will force us to play 
more. ’ 

Hughes’s decision to go South Afri¬ 
ca came when ‘the only tWng 1 had to 
be amvinced of was that cricket in 
South Africa was non-racial. After that 
1 couldn't give a damm about the 
politicians.’ He said that he greatly 
appreciated Clive Lloyd's acknow¬ 
ledgement that the ‘rebels’ had the 
right to make the decision in his 
suggestion that they ‘go’ but go quiet¬ 
ly. ’ ‘They call him the black Jesus, said 










Carl Rackemartn castles the Bordw State opener on Mm ‘rebel’ 

tour 


Hughes. I'here was this great states¬ 
man who was above the jKtlitics. He 
wasn’t approving the tour, just my 
right as a cricketer to make the choice 
to go.' 

Hughes told Hadfielcl: i was realiv 
disappointed in people like Ltishoji 
Tutu. He said spare us your hyiioc- 
risy, admit you arc going for the 
money. Now we have all admitted that 
one of the reasons we are going is the 
money...! honestly believe tliat the 
athletes of the world do more to 
break down the barriers than anybody 
else...’l'he religious leaders and the 
political learlers of the world build 
barriers. 1 say to them. "Spare us 
your hopocrisy. your double-dealing, 
all your discrimination." 

A key benefit of the South African 
enterprise, Hughes felt, was that he 
played cricket for only thrr'e month.s 
of the year, which not only left time 
for his family and business interests, 
but ought to prolong his playing days 
until he was into his mki-3()s and 


beyond. He will be 32 in January. 
‘Nothing,’ he said, ‘would give me 
greater pleasure than to come back 
and stick it up a few people.’ 

The former Test skipper touched 
passionately on the theme of trade 
with South Africa, and the visits of 
individual sportsnitii—even the sale 
of a rugby telecast by the ABC to 
.South Africa: ‘If it was all in, if there 
were 15 million people making a sacri¬ 
fice, well fair enough,’ he said.‘‘1'he 
young people 1 meet don’t think 1 am a 
racist. They just think I am a 
cricketer. ’’ 

Board identities David Richards and 
Bob Merriman challenged aspects of 
the Weekend Australian interview 
with Hughes, wlw clearly remains 
embittered by the events of the past 
twelve months. Nonetheless, he 
ho|3es. in due course, to add to his 70 
official Australian Test caps and 4415 
runs after the three-year ban ends m 
April 1988. 


Tliis will be first Australian team 
seen in South Africa since 1969-70, 
when Bill Lawry's team was crushed 
in all four Tests by .Ali Bacher’s 
multi-talented Springbok side. Cost¬ 
ings in those days would seem mere 
pocketmoney beside the cost of the 
198i>-86 and 1986-87 rebel lours: 
some eight million mad. Although 
South .Africa’s currency strength has 
been diminished by recent events, 
with tlie country gripptid by emergen¬ 
cy rule, this still amouts to 
£2.1:13.:J33. 

AUSTRALIAN TOURING TEAM: 

K. J. Hughes (capt), G.N. Yallop 
(vice-capt), T. M. Alderman, J. 
Dyson. PI. Faulkner, M. D. 
Haysman, T.G. Hogan, R.M. 

Hogg. T. V. Hohns, R.J. McCur¬ 
dy, J.N. Maguire, C.G. Rack- 
emann, S.J. Rixon, G. Shipperd, 

S.B. Smith, M.D. Taylor, Mana¬ 
ger; B.C Francis. 

Wisilen CncHBt Monlhly 
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Let's misquote Ian Botham 

ter Yates follows the whisper from mouth to print 


I T’s A 1 ) 1 ' ' same 'wliispers': 

grouf)' ; " '< it-’rs huddled together 

waitin:' ■ ' j fnUt'ly for some snippet 
of in(<'. ';,!ii.-ri on the Big Story (in this 
cast, I'iodidin’s resignation as captain 
ot Sf.'HUMset). Enter the man from 
ilTV-Wesl. His production team was 
responsible for an exclusive interview 
a couple ot days before the story 
broke. He whispers in the first jour¬ 
nalist’s car, generously disclosing a 
ratlicr usable ‘quote’ from that inter¬ 
view. Tlie journalist whispers it to the 
next and he to the next and so on until 
it reaches the last one in the huddle. 
This IS the man from the Beeb, good 
old Gerald Haycock of BBC’s Points 
B'e.sf, the regional news programme. 
(Tm not even a sports reporter,’ he 
confided apologetically to me on the 
phone.) And. of course, his version of 
that original pearl of Botham wisdom 
comes out completely garbled. 

To make matters more farcical, 
HTV-West News put out a part of the 
interview again on Tuesday. October 
8. the day Botham revealed his deci¬ 
sion. Five minutes later, switching to 
Points IVest, Haycock’s travesty of an 
interpretation is broadcast by the 
BBC. 

Let’s consider the offending words. 
In the original, HTV interviewer Ian 
Seymour asked Botham the following 
question: ‘Would you rather hit a six 
off the Australians or attend an open¬ 
ing night of your own film in Holly¬ 
wood?’ Botham’s considered reply, 
spoken w'ith a smile, was; Tve already 
done the six. ’ A fairly typical Botham 
retort you might say. Sardonic, not 
giving much away, open to the listen¬ 
er’s interpretation. But undoubtedly 
Botliain's word.s; he said them and 
they’re on film. 

Now' the version according to the 
BBC; HayciK'k finished his report by 
saying that Botham was asked, in a 
recent interview, the following ques¬ 
tion: Would you rather hit a hundred 
for England Or star in a Hollyw'ood 
movie? His reply, says Haycock, was. 
Tve done the first six times and 1 
never made any money out of it.’ 

Is tlus mere interpretation, journa¬ 
listic h ence or major discreiwncy? 
Tho teWTj I think. In fact it’s putting 


words into. Botham’s mouth. Was 
Havcock referring to that same quota¬ 
tion from the HTV interview? He says 
he was, though he didn’t actually see 
it: the ‘quote’ was passed on to him 
by, he says, another reporter from 
the HTV team (not Ian Seymour the 
interviewer). In other words he re¬ 
ceived it via the ’whispers’ process. 

It happens easily though, doesn’t it? 
We’ve all been in situations when a 
group of the lads are in the pub 
(ii.scussing cricket or cricketers and 
everyone’s own pet story gets ex¬ 
aggerated, embellished and distorted 
as it’s continually retold. But it should 
not happen in the media, particularly 
on television, and especially w'hen the 
original words and the final version 
undergo such a dramatic transforma¬ 
tion of emphasis. Some might say that 
Haycock got the ‘gist’ of it, but the 
tone is entirely altered and the accent 
is put on the most newsworthy aspect 
of the quote—Botham’s apparent 
greed. (This is the bloke, remember, 
who was about to walk from John 
O'Groats to Land’s End to raise 
money for leukaemia.) Many detrac¬ 
tors will say that Botham brings it on 
himself because of his ‘flamboyant 
lifestyle’. (‘Anyone who dyes his hair 
that colour deserves to be caught on 
the boundary, ’ 1 heard an old lady say 
at Taunton last season.) But (here is 
no justification for shoddy misinter¬ 
pretation by the media. 

This, too, is not an isolated case. 
You can understand Botham’s anathe¬ 
ma for the Press when he undergoes 
this sort of treatment. Don Mosey, in 
his book The Best Job in the World, 



refers disparagingly to Botham’s ‘b<^- 
locks-to-the-media campaign’. Inci¬ 
dents of this nature show exactly why 
such a campaign begins. 

Now to our own world exclusive. 
Contrary to popular opinion in ail parts 
of the media and most public houses, 
Botham’s first major Hollywood ven¬ 
ture is not to be Ramboth after all. 
This is because of a dispute over the 
sub-title—whether it should be First 
Blood — I'hree or nird Blood — One. 
Instead, I can now reveal, Botham has 
been signed up to make 10 films over 
the next sue months (some on location 
from John O’Groats to Land’s End and 
others between innings and in the 
intervals of Test matches in West 
Indies. Also he’ll snatch a few takes 
while golf balls are retiieved from the 
sea as they overshoot the islands on 
rest days). 

The first film is to deal with 
Botham’s own early career centeiing 
on the harsh treatment meted out to 
him by his first captain at Somerset. 
'I’his is to be called Close Encounters 
of the Bnan Kind. It will be followed 
by a film about that famous folk-hero, 
Mediaman, (a role taken on by a 
fresh-faced actor straight from the 
Cambridge Fixitlights) who keeps in¬ 
venting stories about a flamboyant 
allrounder and trying to find him to 
authenticate tlicm. The title will be 
Desperiitely Seeking Botham. 

The birth of cricket in the desert— 
Sharjah and all that—is covered in 
Terence of Arabia, and a fast bowler’s 
perennial brushes with authority are 
subtly explored in The Umpire Strikes 
Both. 

The Uood, the Bad, and the Beefy 
is about a poor young apprentice 
cricketer whose career is blighted by 
everyone's inability to pronounce his 
name properly, and the film is a 
scathing expose of the wicked prac¬ 
tice, rife in dressing-rooms through¬ 
out the counties (and TMS), of giving 
silly nicknames to people. Brian John¬ 
ston makes a guest appearance as 
Jolly Jonners. the Phantom Name- 
Nicker. 

My Fat Laddy is the story of a top 
Test player’s interminable quest for a 
good hairdresser, while the violent 




and cynical Botbbuslers is about a 
team of cricketers who neutralise the 
top allrounders by resorting to the 
sui)ernaturai. This causes havoc with 
the third umpire (the film is set m the 
near future but not next season) who, 
while watching the video replays, 
can’t spot why bails get dislodgedOt 
whetlier balls get caught or if bats are 
run in; ‘It’s just like magic.’ he com¬ 
plains. (In other words the same 
situation prevails as does at present.) 

This will be followed by a movie in 
which an alien from another planet 
gets left behind at a cricket match and 
becomes the fust non-York.shiremaii 
to play for the county. It’s called I. T. 
And Tht' Wizard of Oz concerns an 
Australian wizard who creates a magic 
bat out of an unknown material tliat 
looks (and sounds) like aluminium. 
This bat has special powers and flies 
around of its own volition. 'I’he wizard 
becomes a millionaire when the magic 
bat plays the Australian team on its 
own and he bets against Australia. 

Finally we come to The Third Man. 
the story of a well-established Test 
star’s despairing attempts to introduce 
a new shot into the game—^the re¬ 
verse hook. He is constantly thwarted 
by a very tall Gelder who hides in a 


sewer on the third sii.in bouMci.irj. 
popping out just al ihe cincuil mument 
to take im|)ossihle calch'-s. The shot 
IS baniii'd by ilie Tfl H find a nenv 
signal i.'i added to the umimes' repel- 
toire; a swift movenn'ii! l i the righl 
hand to clutili the toiehend vilnli 
shouting ’.Nc/t ciickei;' 

-Apart lioiii these tt) uiocklHi'iers 
Botham is niakim; .1 guest .ippear.iiice 
in Mad Alark'^, ilie sioiv ot a toung 
country lioy naii'etJ Vicioi wh(i bt'- 
coinc's jiresident of a large wi.'siern 
deniocracv find who h is a sign on Ins 
desk that le.ids' "i'he koeli'K k slops 
here'. BofliaP' .sin.i.dies up a lew 
Saabs e\ei v now aiid ilu u n, ereale an 
atmosnhei'i ol >.!\ili‘i,iiion m deeliiie 

■And. 1)1 course, besides the lilin.- 
there is his epic TV piodiu non kiiuwii 
as The Indian Trihfw Tiie firsi jxir! is 
about a verv big Imtei who sanies a 
ball so hard that it goes into firlnt, 
re-enter.s and lands with niiniense 
force on tlnee small cricket grounds in 
Kashmir, wrecking tin hiiiidings on 
the side ot Ihe nilches. This is calk'd 
The Far Vaviiio.K The, st'c-ond part is 
about a fasibowiing c aplaiii of hngland 
with wonky knees who sets out to 
prove his fitnes.s lor a tour of the 
subcontinent by taking a slow lioat 


with a diminutive physiotherapist cal¬ 
led Hernie. The title of this is A 
Massafit' to India and Botliam plays 
the part of a 19ti0s folk-singer who 
di one's out anti-establishment songs 
while trying to tune his guitar. Opinion 
IS divided as to whether the character 
represents Bob Dylan or Trevor 
Bailey. The final part is about the 
ultimate competition to find the 
world’s greatest allrounder and is 
called The duel in the Crown and 
Sceptre. 

-All these films may be added to the 
Wt-'M cricket movie list. Incidentally, 
not in be out done, Oeoff Boycott has 
lagfied uf) for a rival company to make 
invasion of the Bodyliners. Geoff plays 
a bfitsmaii who has been batting for 
c.'vc'i, and the Bodyliners are brought 
in to try and blast him out. Unfortu- 
iitileiv the monotonous batting turns 
them al! into zombies,. winch makes 
evc-ryone assume they must be York- 
sbiremen, and they all get signed up. 
The film ends with a wag in the 
Ileadiiigley crowd shouting out, ‘Not 
only do Yorkshire play like zombies, 
ihey even look like zombies now.’ 
Somebody replies, 'Wait until you see 
tilt' committee!’ 

Wiad«n Cricket Monthly 
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The other side of sportspeople 


W HAThaiv .viiftrUrHt'and 
•Tantn:’ ' \’uu 

gela'Mart* ' .. ii (nhtir’pair. 

John Met" . mav havf had a 
disastri'.: i/iithfU-nnisamrl. 

but in'lii<‘ ''h t ourt he has 
called' hols Hr succfssfully 
couri- i ; .itviiM O'Nfal (not Ihr‘little 
Pape! Millin'pill any more), InusiunK 
aside even papa Ryan’s eai ly lesisl- 
ance. Kvei -iin'eheniel her. 'The 
Mouth' has not won a sinple major 
title, nor !o! lh.it matter !ias Miss 
O’Neal (oMe tip with anv laudible 
perkii iii.iiue oil tlie screen. A case o! 
two youiip jieople deeply in love at the 
cost ol their careers.’’ Mavbe. 'I'o 
prove that he is as human as anyone of 
us, on recetvinji the 1981 World 
Chainpioitsliip trophy, McKnroe 
thanked his pirlfnend "lor hemp here 
and making niy life better." 


T .ALKINIi of friends and lovers, one 
wonders how long it will be teWe 
India’s spiint Queen P.T.Usha meets 
lii'r match. Hopefully for Indian athle¬ 
tics it will not be in the very near 
future. The Arjuna Awardees Associa¬ 
tion of India in a bid to overhaul the 
linage ol athletics in India is atteinp- 
ling to cieate a Klairiout star out of 
IJsha. 'Pretty' Usha’s hair will be 
styled bv Silhouette of Oberoi, while 
her sportswear will be courtesey 
Tramp. The Asian champ’s clothing is 
to be su|)plied by Ravissant. We don’t 
mind a new look Usha as long as it 
doesmol tii anv way endanger her 
career, This would disappoint all 
l.'sha's Ians. 

F ans are tew in numbi'r when one 
talks about Cheema Okerie, the 
volatile African footballer. Kveryone 


knows that Cheema plays an aggres¬ 
sive, often dangerous brand of soccer. 
Everyone knows that the 6' T frame • 
of the ‘big bad boy’ is the most feared 
player on the maidan. Everyone 
knows that the Nigerian will do any¬ 
thing and infact everything to score a 
goal, and loses his cool at the drop of a 
hat. But how many people know that 
at 8:25 every Sunday morning on a not 
so new Yezdi, the god-fearing 
Cheema Okerie makes his way down 
crowded Ripon Street to Si. Mary’s 
Church to hear Mass? And how many 
people know that when the shy 
Mohammedan Sporting striker, who is 
incidentally an introvert, gets off his 
motorbike, he rushes towards the 
Church gates in order to stay clear of 
the soccer crazy enthusiasts and grab 
a front seat before the Introductory 
prayer begins. 

W HETHER the great English all- 
rounder Ian Botham is a god 
fearing soul or not one doesn’t know, 
but his ‘Walk for a Caust;’ for raising 
funds for leukaemia patient.s was many 
felt, oul of character. Botham is in the 
hitlist of journalists and cricket author¬ 
ities the world over. He i.s considered 
one of the ‘baddest bad guys’ in 
contemporary sport. While‘bad boy 
Botham take.s time oft from cricket 
and making money, the so called ‘good 
boys’ like Bjom Borg are busy collect¬ 
ing girl-friends and islands. People 
sure have a funny way of distinguish- 
ning the good and the bad! 

T here was no doubt who was the 
‘good boy’ and who was the ‘bad* at 
the World Chess Championship game. 
For Soviet officials the villain of the 
piece was the 22-year-old Gary Kas¬ 
parov. Kasparov, who is part Jew, 
part Armenian, changed his Jewish 
surname. Unlike his sedate and ortho¬ 
dox opponent Anatoly Karpov, Kas¬ 
parov finds time to indulge in other 
past-times. When he's not making 
moves on the soccer ground, he’s 
busy courting a Russian actress or 
listening to the latest pop music. 
Keeping in tune with his aggressive, 
unconventional style of play, the 
young champbn leads an interesting, 
enjoyable and often exciting life. What 
else could a 22-year old man of the 
world ask for? Very, very little. 

Barry O’Brien 
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The year that was 

A quiz by Barry O’Brien on 

some of the interesting people 
and incidents of 1985 



Q 1. Playing for Bombay 
against Baroda on January 
Id, Ravi Shastri equalled 
Sir Gary Sobers’ record of 
SIX sbtes in an over. In the 
same innings he created 
another record, what was 
it? 

Q 2. On November 5, the 
legendary British jockey 
Lester Piggott rode his 
4vU9th winner. This was 
probably his last winner, as 
he has since retired as a 
jockey. What was the name 
of the horse? 

Q .'L Australia II outsailed 
Liberty and thereby ended 
the i32-year winning 
streak of the US m the 
America’s Cup (Yachting). 
That was two years ago. 
Preparations have begun 
for the 1986-87 battle to be 
hosted by the Western Au¬ 
stralia Yacht Club. Whaf 
are the names of the two 
yachts which will vie for the 
Cup? 

Q 4. 1 was bom Septem¬ 
ber 2. 1937. My father 
Victor, half Gemian and 
half Viennese, was the big¬ 
gest influence in my life. 1 
was a probable for the U.S. 
Olympic waterpolo team 
and Time magazines' Man 
of the Year-1984. Who am 
If 


Q 5, "nie tpost entertain¬ 
ing sportirig side in tlu 
world—the Harlem Globe 
Trotters, have for the first 
time taken on a female 
eager. Her name? 

Q 6. Michael Spinks stop¬ 
ped Larry Holmes from 
equalling Pocky Marciano’s 
record ol 49 wins without a 
loss, when he won a unani¬ 
mous di'cision against the 
champion. He and his 
brother Leon are the only 
brothers to win the 
Heavyw’cight title. What 
was the other unique fea¬ 
ture about Michael Spinks 
victory? 

0 7. ‘The Sun has got his 
hat on’ is the name of a 
btMik written by Alan Lee 
and a cricketer. Name the 
cncketer? 

Q 8. From which West 
German town is Boris 
Becker? 

Q 9. Who is believed to be 
the tallest player to play 
basketball for his country? 
Q 10. Pope John Paul II is 
a sportsman in his own 
right, his favourite sport 
being skiing. He has de¬ 
cided to lake up tennis— 
whom d(H*s he want as his 
coach? 

Q 11. What is unique ab¬ 
out the boxer in the photo¬ 
graph? 


Answers 

1. He scored the fastest double century ever in cricket—in 
113 minutes, off 123 balls. Ironically, a couple of weeks prior 
to this knock he scored one of the slowest hundreds against 
England at Calcutta. 

2. Full choke. 

3. Stars and Stripes and Australia III. 

4. Peter Ueberroth—the chief organiser of the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics. 

5. Lynette Woodard. In her own words it was 'the opportunity 
of the century' 

6 He IS the first light-heavyweight champion to win the 
heavyweight title when still light-heavyweight champion. 

7 Derek Randall. 

8. Leimen. 

9- Manute Bol of Sudan who stands at 7 feet 614 inches and 
when flatfooted reaches a height of 10 feet Attempting one of 
his first dunks. Bol caught his teeth in the net and tore out 
several incisors. 

10 Who else but the champion himself—Boris Becker. 
Incidentally Becker's hero is the Pope. 

11. This a photograpn of Craig Bodzianowski who has a 13-0 
professional record He lost part of a leg in a motorc^’®*® 
accident eighteen months ago He was fitted with a prosth¬ 
esis and has resumed his boxing career with an eight round 
txiut against Francis Sargent. 
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Davis Cup 


Sweden^s Merry Christmas 


I T wjis fit tin; 'ii.it the last 
of the fivt !• !i encoun¬ 
ter shotili! 'll’ the DUl- 

conie ot ’ UW,! Davis 
Cup fin;i n:if; \va\inf' 
crowd '.Ilunch's Olym- 


Ihere nii>{hf perhaps have 
Ixten :i deliberate attempt 
to wcijjht the scales in 
lavour of the big-serving 
Horis Becker and his team¬ 
mates. 


pia I; ' 1 1 plenty to clap 
fori ■.:i' w mug West (ier- 
inai: I'etnsed to give 

HI) I lie t'lmst. Having come 
as fat as the final, the 
(iernian.s kept national 
ho|jes alive till the last of 
the rev else singles, when 
Miihael Bcsiphal, ranked 
.'ll 111 the world, went down 
lighting against Sweden's 
Stefan Kdherg. 

Not yet twenty years 
old—he was twm on 19 
Januarv Bitifi—Kdbcrg has 
finished tin; year in a blaze 
of gloiv. On 9 December 
he hiMt senior Swede Mats 
Wilander in the final of the 
Australian Open at 
Kooyong, Melbourne and 
by virtue of his victory, 
forced his way into the elite 
bracket of the world’s top 
fivi- players. In the wake of 
his Melbourne win, there 
still lurked the possibility 
that the Swedish i )avis Cup 
captain, Hans Olson, would 
not be able to give Edberg 
;i slot in the prestigious 
singles matches against 
West (iermany. 

When the Swedish team 
was finally announced, the 
name of the Australian 
Oiien champion was in¬ 
cluded but another con¬ 
troversy arose almost im- 







Twnaelty was the West German team's hallmark 
with Boris Elecker leading from the front 


Kventually. Hungert and 
Olson found their own solu¬ 
tion to the problem. Cfirner 
lighting was dispensed with 
completely, while the 
banks of lights running pa¬ 
rallel to the courtside were 
turned up to full candlepow- 
er. What threatened to 
erupt into a major con¬ 
flagration was instead rele- 
gjited to the backgiound of 
minor news by the timely 
and sensible intervention of 
the opposing captains, both 
former players of distinc¬ 
tion. By the time Mats 
Wilander and Michael 
Westphal took the court for 
the opening singles match, 
the lighting was sufficient 
to keep evcrv'one happy, 
irrt'spt'cUve of nationality. 

A LTIlOlKiH the Davis 
Cup final can in no way 
be regarded as the conclu¬ 
sion of the year’s tennis— 
this yearend ritual is actual¬ 
ly the World Championship 
Tennis (WCT) Masters 
event traditionally hosted 
by the city of New York—it 
still selves to emphasise 
the true meaning of the 
concept of team tennis. 
Although the Davis Cup 
competition itself was set in 
motion before the advent of 


mediatetv. Less thiin 24 hours before 
the sliirt of the o|X‘nirig singles mtitch, 
French referee Patrick Flodrops gave 
the international media and lennis fans 
something to mull over. As pre- 
Chnstmas celebrations lightened the 
mood Mi different parts of the city. 
Flodrops caused more than just a 
ripple when he criticised, in his official 
capacity, the lighting conditions at the 
Olympia H.iH. 

He said, in no uncertain terms, that 
he would have called off the final if he 
had tieen able to make a decision two 
days f.iilier. Explaining the crux of 
the pM 'lein, he said that fine judges 


would expeneiii'f tJulkul'y iii calling 
shots against a light green playing 
surtace. Visibility, lie added, would be 
hampered by what he categorically 
called "extreme crude lighting” His 
outburst resulted in a meeting be- 
twi'eii Wilhelm Bungei! and Hans 
Olson, the captains ol ilu' ri'speclive 
teams, m an attempt to find a tempor¬ 
ary solution. The Swedish captain 
agreed with the assessment of the 
French leferee and told reporteis that 
conditions would lavour the sirongt-r 
servers. While no direct accusations 
were made, the inference drawn by 
the rest of the lennis world was that 


prolessionalism in tennis, it currently 
Stands to remind all those connected 
with the game that there is still room 
for fierce patnotism and national loyal- 
tj' in what is otherwise regarded as an 
intensely pressured, individually 
materialistic world of pro tourna¬ 
ments. 

While at one stage there was no 
money to be made by representing 
one’s country in the Davis Cup, spon¬ 
sorship from Nippon Electric Corpora¬ 
tion (NEC), Ebel watch manufactur¬ 
ers, and Lacoste sportswear has 
brought about a major change. Apart 
from the prestige of playing the 










Spor'fsworld Spfxial 


toum^ent, there is now the added 
incentive of a purse which increases in 
size, depending on how far one's 
country progresses tlirough the draw. 
Yet, the advent of Davis Cup spon¬ 
sorship stH! docs not automatically 
guarantee the participation of the 
world’s’top players. Inflated egos, and 
clashes with authority have been 
known to deter some of the better 
known professionals from playing for 
their national tennis associations. By 
and large, however, the Davis Cup is 
the rallying point where the faithful 
gather, preferring the mantle of pat¬ 
riot to the lucrative allure of a tourna¬ 
ment or exhibition event. 

The trophy and the tournament 
both derive their name from Dwight 
! F. Davis, an American-liorn tennis 
player who carved out a somewhat 
considerable reputation for himself in 
the late nineteenth century. Born in 
1879, he was runnei-up in the US 
singles championships in 1898 and 
1899. As a (loubles player, he also 
earned a place in the history of lawn 
R'nnis when he and his partner, a 
pliiyer by the name of Ward, won the 
All Comers Doubles at Wimbledon in 
1901, eventually falling to the legen¬ 
dary Doherty brothers in what was 
I then known as the Challenge Hound. 

' Exhibition matches between Amer¬ 
ican and British players were played 
on a sporadic basis from 1883 onwards 
till, in 1897, US playens and officials 
suggested that a liritish team play an 
international match against them. The 
offer was turned down because of 
financial reasons but in 1900 the in¬ 
vitation was repeated as the president 
of the United States Lawn Tennis 
Association (USLTA) wrote, "One of 
our players here has offered us a cup, 
to be a sort of international challenge 
cup." Little could Dwight Davis have 
realised at the time he donated the 
trophy that it would still be, almost a 
century later, the most coveted sym¬ 
bol of international team tennis sup¬ 
remacy. 

C ONTROVERSY and surprise re¬ 
sults were the touchstone of the 
1985 event. The fall of the United 
States was symptomatic of weakness 
broufdit about by internal conflict: 
indeed, the very entry of West Ger¬ 
many into the final was proof that 
there were inner rumblings in the 
respective tennis governing bodies of 
both the United States and Czechoslo¬ 
vakia. In the first case, an assertive 
move by the US association paved the 





Not yet twenty years 
old—he was born on 19 
January 1966—Edberg has 
finished the year in a blaze 
of glory, having forced his 
way into the elite bracket of 
the world's top five 
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way to disintegration of Uk* only s(|ii,:d 
tlial looked ^.apable of chailcngiiig tlu 
reigning bwodish team. In (he c.iso c.i 
the Czechs, a was some curious logic 
on the pan o! star player Ivan Lendl 
that caused \ -. .inotlier seemingly 
inexplic.ible tiasii. 

The proijlem - !oi the United States 
team weie irom the moment 

their player; v.v\i asked to aWde 
by--and a (o-Je <.»( conduct. 

Digging in tin it both John 

McKiiro-' ,!mi Jinuns Connors 
annouiiied lluu tliev nouid not loethe 
line that had drawn so rigidly by 
the US ,';ssniial!i;!;, 'I here was to be. 
no (••iiiipromisi- and both playerS’ 
eventiialh distanced Ihemsdves.irom 
anv possiiaiitx of being ineluded in the 
national squad that wa^. to llv to WeSt 
Germ.am. Whik- thi,'' uie.mt the abs¬ 
ent <■ ol htjtli slai single’, (liavors, it 
also indicated ilial the United Slates 
woiiki also he toiavd tti perform with¬ 
out the doubles pail of John MtKnroe 
and IVlei Fleming, .irguahly the top 
cpmhiiiatitii) m the woild des),'tle their 
Wimbledon lo.ss. 

Tlie I'S team I hat took on the 
Germans wa- denuded ol both experi¬ 
ence and coniideiice, its two greatest 
asset.s I'diot 1 eltscher and the 
talented vouni; .Aeion Knckstein could 
not. make up t it the pace and guile of 
McKnroe or Conmns while llie 
makesbili dinibk-s duo ol Ken Klach 
and Hoheit Seguso l'i!)ked as rickety 
ax some ol llie weakc' {lairs who have 
donned the colours ol the United 
Stales. 

West tiennan captain Bungen also 
stirred iiyi some controversy during 
the I itiiled States freimany encounter 
when he chose Har.-iorg Schw.iier as 
tils seronti sirigle.s pksve' in prefer¬ 
ence’ to .Andreas Maai'i', more ex- 
(XTienu'd ami higher oil the 

Assonatiori o,‘ icmn.; Professionals 
t.AT!-’) eoniiiutei. Bungert prevailed, 
Miiifer wa'- teii'gated to playing dou¬ 
ble'- with Bei kei and the German,'- put 
the Limed Slale.s out of Uie lotirua- 
niellt. 

Against Czechoslovakia. Bungert 
blooded vet another promising young 
pknei by the name o! rvlirhae] West- 
pii.il as, once again, a dn ided opposi¬ 
tion tollapsed in luins. Ivan Lendl 
le.'.iricted hiniseif to playing just »iie 
doubles after withdrawing from both 
■ingles on medical ground'-. Having 
• iinved in Frankfurt on the moniing of 
tiie tie, he claimed that a sok' shoul¬ 
der would prevent him from playing 
singles to the best of his ability. The 
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•van Lendl may 
have seen the 
last of his Davis 
Cup days with 
Czechoslovakia 




the national point of ineia 


W HILE Sweden celebrate their 
second successive Davis Cup 
win. speculation in India centres 
around the venue of the 1986 
India-Czechoslovakia Davis Cup 
tie. Scheduled for May 1986, this 
opening tie has already made news 
with Vijay Amritraj, the Indian 
Davis cup captain, expressing his 
disaproval over the draw. He feels 
that having won against Italy in the 
. 1985 final round, we should have 
been given an easier first round 
opponent for 1986. As it stands, 
In^ take on the Czechs but the 
question is: where? 

It seems that the Calcutta South 
Club lawns will play host to some 
very exciting tennis, althougli no 
such decision has been taken yet. 

other centres in contention are 
likely to be disappointed, consider¬ 
ing that ^the Bengal Lawn Tennis 
Assodadbn (BLTA) and the Cal¬ 
cutta South Club have put forward 


singles bt'rths on the Czech team 
were manned by Tomas Sinid and 
Miloslav Mecir. but both players lijsl 
their ojiening matches to give the 
Germans an important 2-0 lead and 
the psychological upper hand against a 
squad that included no less than three 
•players from the top fifteen in the 
world. 

There were only two events of any 
real importance during this lu-. The 
first was when Smid and Westphal 
battled for five hours and twenty nine 
minutes to fat) just one game short of 
the longest Davis Cup singles match in 
history. 'ITie second was the conduct 
of Ivan Lendl, who should have 
emerged as the star of the tie. Having 
cried off singles play, he did not give 
the impression of being the hardest 
trier in the doubles match either. The 
doubles, always crucial in a 1 hivis Cup 
tie, assumed even greater importance 
for the Czechs since they were 
already 2-0 down but Lendl, normally 
dour, found time to laugh and joke 
between points as the doubts grew 
about his seriousness. 

Later, the Czech press was to 


a vety 'strong case for Calcutta. 
'Hie South Club's lush green courts 
also have the added weight of tiie. 
history, for India has never lost a’/. 
Davis tie on tlus surface. 

As. for the competition proper* 
the current trend indicates that' 
Ivan Lendl, the current world num¬ 
ber one, will not be accompanrag 
his Mtional team to India. The 
possibility of his absence will re*, 
duce the appeal of the tie but 
provide India with a better chance 
of moving again.sl the winners of 
the Yugslavia-USSK tie. 

'fhe plan floated by Vijay Amrit¬ 
raj to uiclude a youngster in the 
Davis Cup squad may be tlie best 
thing to happen to Indian tennis. 
Whoever the youngster, it will give 
him enough exposure to step into 
the shoes of his illustrious team¬ 
mates. But then, of course, we are 
just rambling on, aren't we? 

PraiKwp Paul 


attack Lendl’s cavalier attitude to¬ 
wards the duty of playing a vital match 
which could fuivc, if won, salvaged the 
chances of his country and pulled the 
entire tie around, 'fhe target of official 
fury last year, Lendl attracted a num¬ 
ber of scathing headlines once more 
and in the aftennath of a barrage of 
criticism, the indications from Lendl's 
manager Jerry Solomon are that the 
world numtxir one will probably with¬ 
draw from all future Davis Cup com¬ 
mitments on his country’s calendar. 

As things stand, however, the 
Czech authorities might just jettison 
Lendl before he renounces them. If 
they need a peg on which to hang the 
recalcitrant celebrity, they do not 
need to look very far. The man who 
claimed that his shoulder would not 
stand up to the rigours of two Davis 
Cup singles matches, won two tourna¬ 
ments on successive weekends after 
his side was thrashed 5-0 by the 
(fermans. 

Dovid McMohon with George K. 
George 
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F or Kirti Azad last sea¬ 
son was a complete dis¬ 
aster. From seven Rapji 
innings he managed a mere 
126 runs, averaging 18. 
Even Maninder Singh and 
Sunil Valson did belter! 
This year, however, the 
hard-hitting, Delhi all 
rounder has staged a re¬ 
markable bounce-back. 
With 500 plus runs—inclu¬ 
sive of two centuries—he 
is once again a smashing 
success. 

“Form is so different to 
predict,” concedes a much 
sobered Kirti. “Last year I 
could do nothing right. Now 
I feel good and confident. ’’ 
Kirti is a belligerent, 
free-stroking player, who 
loves crashing the spinners 
out of the ground. Despite; 
the aggres.sion, Kirti plays 
straight; his mighty blows 
rarely w’ander towards mid¬ 
wicket. 

“Last year I was caught 
in a trap. If 1 played n\y 
shots people caUed me 
irresponsible. If I defended 
I was accused of stonewall 
ing. Eventually I decided to 
stop looking at the papers 
and persisted with my natu¬ 
ral style." 

BHASKAK PILLAI is 
another batsman riding a 
massive wave of success. 
The dapper Delhi player 
has already struck three 
centuries and his touch is 
so sure that more are sure 
to follow. 

Flight Purser with Indian 
Airlines, Pillai is technically 
organised. Very correct 
and c(*mpact. Favours the 
pull and cut, but plays an 
astonishing array of shots. 
Each stroke, smooth and 
cultured, is marked by an 
elegance that belongs to 
only the accomplished. 

Says he: “I realise the 
dangers of the pull and cut 
on turf but these shots 
bring me a lot of runs. 
Seniors though, have been 
advising me against them.” 

Delhi’s strong batting 
kept Pillai waiting as a re¬ 
serve for two years. The 


Capital Notes 

Amrit Mathur finds Delhi’s 
cricketers doing something 
what, he feels, their 
administration should be 
planning 


occasional opportunity that 
came his way he wasted. 
Only last year did Bhaskar 
play tile full season. Suc¬ 
cess was instantaneous: 
Bhaskar amassed 518 runs 
at 74 each. 

“Bhaskar is a bloody 
good player, ” gushed a 
senior. “He has nice techni¬ 
que, lovely shots and a 
superb temperament. His 
success was most ex¬ 
pected. " 

SUNIL VALSON is, 
perliaps, the most unfor¬ 
tunate young quick bowler 
in India. There was a time 
when he was looked upon 
as the answer to our 
prayers for a fast bowler. 
‘Vally’ at that stage was 
very young, very eager 
...and very quick. 

Just when all appeared 
rosy, fate intervened. Each 
time the Indian team was 
picked, someone else at 
the last minute would get 
the nod from the selectors 
ahead of him. 

Yograj, Randhir Singh. 
Rajinder Singh Ghai, 

Sekhar, Chetan Sharma 
and Manoj Prabhakar— 
almost every young bowler 
overtook ‘Vally’ to tour 
with the Indian team. ‘Val¬ 
ly’ meanwhile got only a 
solitary trip to England for 


the World Cup. 

This consistent neglect 
told on his bowling. He 
bowled without purpose as 
the natural inswing de¬ 
parted. Loss of direction 
accompanied loss of confi¬ 
dence and he sprayed all 
over the place. 

Even as critics were 
writing his obituary, ‘Vally’ 
this season regained his 
rhythm. Swing returned 
and sharp bounce once 
again unsettled batsmen as 
they hurriedly fended de¬ 
liveries off their chest. 

“1 am bowling better,” 
says ‘Vally’ happy to be 
among wickets again. “One 
reason could be that I have 
learnt to use the old ball 
now. 1 bowl with more, 
control and purpose. ” 

'I'HE Delhi players have 
devised a retirement be¬ 
nefit scheme for them¬ 
selves. Madan Lai, Kirti 
Azad, Rakesh Shukla and 
Sunnder Khanna are office¬ 
bearers of an association 
formulated to provide finan¬ 
cial assistance to players 
once thfey have hung their 
bools. 

“The purpose of the 
scheme,’’ explained Surin- 
der Khanna, “is to do 
something for the average 


Rapji player. At present, 
apart from the Test stars, 
all cricketers face financial 
I problems. We therefore 
decided to assist the ordin¬ 
ary first-class player. ’* 

'I'he benefit sclieme is 
basically very simple. Each 
player, for every Ranji 
game he plays, contributes 
Rs. KM) towards a common 
fund. He keeps doing so till 
he retires upon which time 
he gets in return a fat 
amount. Provided he has 
played a minimum of 20 
matches since 1976. 

'I'he exact amount would 
depend on the number of 
matches played. According 
to the formula, for 20 to 29 
matches a player will re¬ 
ceive Rs. 1(),(M)0; for 30 to 
39 he will get Rs 25,000; 
for 40 and above the 
amount will be Rs 40,000. 

The scheme, though 
laudable, is arithmetically 
unsound. For example, if 
Madan and Shukla were to 
retire tomorrow there 
would not be enough 
money in the bag to pay 
them. 

This anomaly lias not 
escaped the keen minds of 
the players. “We are alive 
to tliis problem,’’ said 
Rakesh Shukla reassuring¬ 
ly. “The intention is to 
raise money through dona¬ 
tions from companies and 
individuals. ” 

Another method is to 
play exhibition matdies in 
remote areas. Plans have 
already been finalised for 
the Delhi team to play in 
Himachal—the entire ven¬ 
ture, vaguely similar to 
Bukbatir’s efforts, being 
sponsored by a business 
magnate. 

The players’ initiative is, 
essentially, a scatliing in¬ 
dictment of the role of 
cricket officials. After all, 
this is something the asso¬ 
ciation should be doing. In 
Delhi the scheme was 
mooted to the authorities 
initially. But when they 
dithered tlie players de¬ 
cided to get on with it 
themselves. 
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for Davis 

Premen Addy 


22 

'T'Hf u >si 
I pi •siting 
1 i d of 
week 
l^ place 
t on d 
)il>all field 
It around 
III, green 
(het ot a 
snoot I refer, of 

^ou fie**! of the 

I IK ( hampionship dt 

I'l b* twten Steve 

|) ihi holder and the 
Ilk ibk oil spoken chal 
linger ft on Icit ester, WjI 
k 1 hoi 'll The match Wds» 
pidvtd VIr two day& and 
uiv I t I the best of dl 
ft init 

I til talented Thome is a 
(ini player, but one who 
liad unbi now never quite 
done justice to his gifts 
I hi problem said the ex 
perts lay in an insufiiuent 
diivetowin Hence he was 
frequently beaten by oppo 
nents with infeiior skill 
Was this then going to be 
the occasion when we 
would see Thome in full 
bloom^ He had performed 
brilliantly in earber rounds 
to demolish two former 
world champions in Cliff 
lliutbom of Canada and 
Denis Taylor of Northern 
Ireland Did we not all re¬ 
tail how Taylor himself in 
Apiil and May this year 
emtiged fiom relative 
obst unt> to take the world 
titk from Steve Davis after 
tlio sort of battle that bards 
and mnustrels have set to 
muMt and song down the 

ages'- 

Ihorne dominated the 
first div which he ended 
with a two frame lead In 
tlie two opening sessions of 
the sciond day ht con 
tinu< d to display his mas¬ 
tery ind when the players 
broke foi 'hi thud and final 
eniountet u the table the 
score lead Ihorne 13 
Davis 8 Another three 
frames and I burnt would 
bi ‘ht new champion The 
book s stood to lose 
some!' ng like 000 if 
this wii t happen for he 
bad staiti o the tournament 


an underdog One of his 
supporters smiled bke a 
Cheshire cat who had 
tasted cream Yes, Willie 
was unstoppable The tro 
phy was ui his bag 
The two lontestants 
proceeded with the temam 
ing formalities Or so we 
thought But tme cham 
pions rarely surrender easi 
K Borg never did nor did 
Connors or McEnroe or 
Sobers or Bradman Neith 
er too, has Davis His jaw 
was taut as he took his turn 
witli the tue ball Thome 
with a fairly sunple blue to 
pot missed Had he taken 
his cluuKe the score would 


have been 14-8 

But Davis left off the 
hook took his opportunity 
He cleared the table and it 
was 13-9 He won the next 
frame and the one after 
that until the scores were 
level There appeared to be 
a controlled fury m his play 
Thorne, so relaxed and' 
confident looked drained 
When the match ended it 
was Davis 16 Thome 14 
and near pandemonium in 
the hall 

This IS exactly what had 
happened to Davis last May 
when he lost his world 
crown to Denis Taylor A 
few months ago he turned 


the tables on Taylor m a 
virtual re-run of their ear¬ 
lier contest I had re¬ 
marked then that Davis 
now was steeher and would 
be doubly more difficult to 
hold, which he tnumyriiant 
ly proved against Thome 
Davis later observed that 
his famous defeat at Tylor's 
hands had stren^hened 
hun mside He felt WiUie 
Thome would emerge a 
better competitor for this 
expenence Maybe But 
this has still to be proved 
Fu-e can either destroy or it 
can temper one mto the 
finest championship steel 

Meanwhile, Thome ex 
ated public sympathy As 
he himself remarked rueful 
ly, he had totally outplayed 
Davis for two thirds of the 
match only to lose it in the 
end There sureh is a mor¬ 
al here for all sportsmen, 
women and followers 

In soccer s Enghsh First 
Division, most eyes are still 
focussed on Manchester 
United and Liverpool Un 
ited who have had a dismal 
run in which they have seen 
their imposing 10 pomt lead 
cut to a paltry 2 were host 
to second from bottom 
Ipswich Town Here was 
as good a chance as any for 
the league leaders to b^sh 
their Jinx 

As it was United pro 
duced a stilted, stuttering 
display before one of their 
lowest crowds of the sea 
son to snatch a 1-0 
victory thanks to striker 
Frank Stapleton who in 
scoring broke a goal 
drought which had his man¬ 
ager and coUeagues in de- 
spau: Equally worrying is 
Mark Humes’ lack of form 
up front which has reduced 
his side to a shadow of the 
irresistible combination of a 
month ago In their present 
state Manchester United 
are grateful fur the smatkst 
metaes and the margin of 
their \»nn against Ipswich, 
however narrow and un¬ 
convincing, was neverthe¬ 
less a wm 

Liverpool, breathing 
hard down Umted's neck. 



Slav* Oavto WM right on CM at ttw Coral U.K. 
Opon, which ho won tor tha fourtti conaaoutivo 
tima dafaating Willie Thorne 16*14 in an apie final 
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Ciiv« Alton, the Spur’s striker, csme bsck witii s bsng after 
overcoming all his injuries 


rostered an impressive 3 
nil victory over Aston Villa. 
Ian Rush, Liverpool's hi^- 
ly rated striker is also hav¬ 
ing a lean time and,, apart 
from hitting the upright 
with a gem of a shot, did 
nothing of note throuf^out 
the game. Unless one un¬ 
charitably counts the five 
misses which on better 
days he would have buried 
into the net. 

Yet despite this absence 
of form, Liverpool are get¬ 
ting gods and accumulating 
points. On this occasion 
their scorers were Jan Mol- 
by, the Danish internation¬ 
al, Paul Walsh and Craig 
Johnstone. This indeed is 
as true an indication of their 
depth in skill and character 
as we are likely to see all 
season. When one player is 
off colour another steps 
easily into his place. When 
Rush recaptures his 
rhythm and goal scoring 
ability, as he i^l do one of 
these days. Liverpool will 
roll over their opponents 
like a battle tank. At the 
moment they have 44 
points from 20 games to 
Manchester United’s 46. 

In third place are West 
Ham who beat Queens 
Park Rangers by a solitary 
goal from the inevitable 
boot of Scottish interna¬ 
tional Frank McAvennie 
and thus extended their un¬ 
beaten run to 16 matches— 
a club record which has 
lifted them from the depths 
to the heights of the league 
table. 

McAvennie, suffering 
from jetlag after his long 
flig^it from Australia where 
Scotland had played their 
World Cup return leg quali¬ 
fier and drawn, thus making 
sure of a berth to Mexico 
next summer...well, this 
same McAvennie scored 
his 19th goal of the season 
despite losing count of what 
day it was! Goal scorers, 
are generally instinctive 
players. A touch and 
the ball bounds goalwards. 
Jimmy Greaves used to 
epitomise this opportunism 


in England, while Gerd 
Muller in Germany, and at 
a higher level than Greaves 
intemationaUy, won match¬ 
es for his teams with the 
most improbable move¬ 
ments of head or feet. 

To return, however, to 
the present: West Ham 
with 41 points have nosed 
ahead of Chelsea, who. by 
drawing 1-1 against Coven¬ 
try, drop to fourth position. 
Everton, the league cham¬ 
pions, maintained their 
steady challenge by sconng 
thrice without reply against 
West Bromwicli Albion and 
{ue thus a point behind 
Chelsea. Arsenal were fair¬ 
ly thrashed by the same 
margin by Southampton 
and must now tnd goodbye 


to any league hopes they 
may had for this season, 
'fhey must rebuild if they 
are to mount a serious chal¬ 
lenge in the FA or League 
cups. 

Perhaps the day’s outs¬ 
tanding win belonged to 
Tottenham Hotspur who 
effectively demolished Ox¬ 
ford United 5-1. Clive 
Allen, the Spurs striker 
who has been plagued by a 
series of niggfing injuries, 
returned at last to the first 
team and his two gtials 
were just the calalysst his 
side needed to find their 
lost confidence. Soon Spurs 
were buzzing with ideas, 
foraging in midfield and cli¬ 
nical in front of goal. In 
addition to scoring himself. 


Allen made two goals for 
his colleagues, a back heel 
to Mark Falco carrying the 
signature of pure brilliance. 
This merely is a start. 
Spurs need a long run to 
climb up the table from 
their current tenth place. 

As usual the clutch of 
games over Christmas and 
the New Year will provide 
many of the answers in 
every division of the En¬ 
glish and Scottish leagues. 
It is a week which ends in 
triumph for some and dis¬ 
appointment and disaster 
for others. There seems in 
all this an element of inevi¬ 
tability. As if this scattering 
of seed comes from the 
wheel of life itself. Or as 
many would prefer to de¬ 
scribe it, from Karma. 




Close-Up 



St*v» Oavia makaa aura of the UK Coral trophy 




A ll-conquering Steve Davis, 

the man snooker fans love to hate, 
has a message for those who booed 
him on his way to his fourth UK Coral 
Trophy: “Keep it up lads, it makes me 
harder to beat.” 

“I don’t mind being the villaih," 
added Steve. “1 can unders^d peo¬ 
ple disliking someone who wins all the 
time. 1 do. 

“When John McEnroe plays tennis 
I’m dying for him to get beat! In any 
sport you have to have heroes and 
villains. 

“It’s only natural that some people 
turn against me, for no-one like some¬ 
one who looks arrogant and doesn’t 
smile. But it’s the only way I know. 

“1 put everything into my game and 
1 just haven’t got enough concentra¬ 
tion afterwards to smile. It’s the way 
I’ve always been.” 

The triple world champion, 27, was 
pouring his heart out after beating 
Willie Thome in the greatest com¬ 
eback he’s ever staged. 

With Thome leading 13-3 after the 
first three sessions Davis had res¬ 
igned himself to lose. 

But in the crucial 22nd frame 
Thome, who has only won the Mer¬ 
cantile Classic in 11 years as a profes¬ 
sional, missed a sitter of a blue and 
Davis stole the frame. 

From then on it was a non-stop 
downliill slide for snooker’s punters’ 
pal as Davis snatched seven of the 
next eight frames for his amazing 
victory. 

'Ihe Romford millionaire, adding 
another £24,000 to his winnings, said: 
“No one can ever question my ability 
again. 

Fittingly, Davis now keeps the mag¬ 
nificent trophy. The Coi^ was the 
first major event he had ever won 
when he beat Alex Higgins 16-6 in 
1980, his second year as a pra 
And that success set off his un¬ 
stoppable spell at the top which has 
seen him win almost every m^r 
tournament at least once. 

Added Davis: “The Coral trophy 
has always been special to me. When I 
retire 1 shall be able to stare at it and 
recall all my fantastic memories of the 
tournament.” 

As the disco blared out at Davis’s 
celebration party, his minder Robbo 
looked at the trophy and reflected: “I 
can vividly remember driving up the 
M6 for Steve’s 1980 matdies. 

“The tape we had in the car was 
playing ‘We are the Chami^s' by 
Queen. How rijdit they were.” 



Ray Rmrdon can’t suppreas his elation as he displays his MBE along with his family 


SNOOKER star Ray Reardon’s 
wife Sue Reardon looked on proud¬ 
ly as the Queen presented the 
MBE to her husband. 

Then she fought back the tears 
she: had been bottling up all day as 
he left her for the other woman in 
his life. And she said: "Sadly this is 
the way it has to be." 

“Bbt after our wedding day this 
has been the happiest day of my Ufe 
and I will treasure the memory of 
both of them for ever”. After the 
glittering' Buckingiiam Palace cere- 
rhony, Site (49) drove back to her 
home nm Stoke-on-Trent with 
. soft Datiren (20) and dau^^ter 
Melanie (16). 

At the ^me time, husband Ray 
■yras returrang to the arms of 
":Se<7etary Carol Covington and the 
lOVe-^nest flat they slwe in North 
' Lcmdpn. 

, 'Hir’ee weeks after Sue revealed 
: |tot hea: husband was cheating on 
nw, the coupfe had kept a bizarre 
date at the Palace. The night be¬ 
fore they stayed at a central Lon- 
sdon hotd, he shared a room widi 
' Ids son and she with her daughter. 


Then, for sa hours, they became, 
according to Sue Reardon, “one 
happy family with everyone behav¬ 
ing as if nothkig had happened." 

They shared a taxi to the Palace 
and watched proudly as a nervous 
Ray received his gong for services 
to snooker. 

Sue smiled and Ray 53, joked as 
they posed for photographs after¬ 
wards before going on together for 
a celebration lunch at a Swiss 
Cottage hotel. 

But it was all a sham and as Sue 
politely answered questions she 
knew the man she can’t stop loving 
will soon be back with the 38-year- 
old redhead who wrecked her mar¬ 
riage. She vowed to fight on to win 
back the man she married 26 years 
ago and stood by as he struggled as 
a young professional before he 
became world champion six times 
and One of the most respected 
figures in the game. 

And she spc^e too of the deal 
they struck to be reunited for Ray’s 
big day. Said Sue; "Ray always said 
tlte medal be’mtged as said the 
medal belonged as much to me as it 


did to him and, despite all our 
troubles, insisted on sharing his 
proudest day with me and the 
children. 

’It was a magical day and I only 
wish the circumstances surround¬ 
ing it could have been different. 
But that’s life and 1 am pleased we 
were all able to be sensible and 
enjoy it. It has been very difficult 
for me and the children but it has 
been just as difficult for Ray. 

"As for the fijture, who knows? 
We have to be realistic and sensible 
for the sake of the children. Cir¬ 
cumstances cat change. 1 will just 
have to wait and hope." 

Ray said: “Today has been a 
marvellous occasion and I am very 
g^ad to have had Sue and the 
children along to share it with nas. 
It was a great moment to meet the 
Queen and it has been a great ^y 
for snooker." 

Tbe Queen is dbviously not a 
snooker fan. When she presented 
Ray with his MBE she asked: 
"What do you do?*' He replied; 
started playing snooker as a hobby 
but I now play it professioflafi]^^ 
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Spot Report 


Indian Airlines takes 
off in bad weather 


. .iliailal Nehru 

rnci.'': ,'i.(.kt'y louniament will 

be rein - ii’ n cl more for the rain that 
cau;< ; '■ iiiain headaches, rather 
(hail ' >. ihiUK else. But coming to 
thiuk 1(1 It. in the otily Indian 
metropolis boasting a synthetic pitch 
the rain need not have been such a 
problem. One hopes the organisers of 
this prestigious event have drawn the 
nght li-oons trom the experience. 

(liie day the matches were at the 
Shivaii Stadium, the next day they 
were switched to the National 
Stadium where the Astro Turf pitch 
has been laid. Not all the sjiwdusl 
could repair the damage the rain 
caused to the overustid natural grass 
at the Shivaji Stadium, and. 
expectedly, the quality of hockey 
tlieie suffered. Yet the same teams, 
playing on Astro pitch at the National 
on another day. could produce hockev 
that was so pleasing to watch. 

The annoying switches of venu<- 
naturally made the organisers the 
taiget of much criticism which they 
could have avoided with foresight. 

The hoardings installed by advertisers 
at the Shivaji Stadium were the real 
problem. If these could have been 
shifted to the National Stadium on the 
final day so what was the problem in 
doing so earlier when rain first hit the 
tournament? hears that attendances 
would suffer at the National Stadium 
also iiroved unfounded. If anything, 
the spectators saw and felt the 
ditter^ nce that a smooth surtace could 
make to the quality of hockey and 
turned up at the National Stadium in 
largei numbers, which builds a case 
for more synthetic pitches in other 
parts ol the country. 

ITie heroes of the games on the 
A-troTiirt were Afghan Club. 
B:il.,-\val|)ur. The young I’akistanis. 
ninsi >11 belli members of their 
count! > iunioi team, stole the show 
in wliai I mild be described as the 
maUhofthi louinament. The match, 
against Puii|.il), ninncrs-ut) ultimately, 
w'as a quurtei tiiial pool match. 
Tiiiiling one three, the Fakisiiini lads 
touglit back to emerge four-three 
winners, with one ot them, inside-left 
Ziauddin, scoring a hat-trick. To a 
man, the -(lortmg crowd rose to give 
the vi^n. jilaycrs a rousing ovation 


for a display which was as remarkable 
for the class of its hockey as for its 
fighting quality. At a reception later 
they were presented with a special 
trophy. 

But a draw and a defeat in two other 
games prevented them from making 
the semi-finals. Travel fatigue perhaps 
was the cause of the draw (2-2) with 
Punjab State Electricity Board, for 
they took the field without a rest to 
get over the strain of a long overland 
journey made all the more tiring by 
the days of uncertainty about grant of 
visas. Next day they were forced to 
play again by the organisers, who 
themselves were now spending 
sleepless nights to avoid further 
delays. This time their opponents 
were holders Indian Airlines. It was 
another match ruined and halted by 
rain and bad light and was completed 
twodays later when 17 minutes play 
was gone through. But the two-one 
result in favour of the Airlines was a 
lon ect indication of the Indian team's 
superiority. Mervyn Kemantfes, back 
in action after the Dhaka Asia Cup final 
fraces, was superb with passes to his 
fellow Airlines forwards. For these 



Mtorvyn Fernandes: still briilisnt 


alone he should find a place in the 
national team. But, alas, that cannot 
be. He is under a five-year ban from 
international hockey, though he is free- 
to play domestic tournaments. 

The Bahawaipur team were unlucky 
to be placed in the stronger of the two 
groups. City Sports Club, Lahore, and 
a Soviet Union Eleven were both put 
in the other group with Border 
Security Force, Central Reserve 
Police Force and Corps of Signals. In 
the absence of several players 
required to play in the Pakistan 
national championship, the Lahore 
team failed to make any impression. 
But the Soviets proved a hard nut to 
crack, their trapping being specially 
good. 

The semi-finals, involving BSF and 
Indian Airlines in one half and Punjab 
Police and CRPF in the other, were 
marked more by poor behaviour than 
good hockey. Repeatedly, umpires 
were challenged and play was halted 
to allow tempers to cool before 
matters could be sorted out. The final 
also was marred by ugly behaviour. It 
is time gentlemanliness was restored 
to the game. 

There was a 2()-minute hold-up in 
the Punjab Police—CRPF semi-final 
before the Punjab team went on to 
clinch a four-two victory with two 
quick goals in the extra time. But 
CRPF were never an easy team to 
beat. Earlier, the Airlines had beaten 
BSF two-one in a match of ill temper, 
nasty injuries and the flashing of a red 
card. 

In the final, Indian Airlines played 
well enough to beat Pupjab Police 
two-one and retain the trophy as well 
as avenge the earlier quarter-final 
league defeat. All three were good 
goals, two of them whiplash penalty 
comer drives by Davinder Singh of 
Punjab Police and young M.P. Sing^i 
of the Airlines. But in the end ail that 
was remembered was the u^y 
manner in-which the uny)ires’ 
authority was flouted. Tlie 
whistlemen, A.S. Bawaand D.S. 
Mangat, were given a special cheer 
when Lt. (Jovemor H. L. Kapur 
presented them with special trophies, 
which they thoroughly deserved. 

ACotraipondent 
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To the top... almost 

R^ju Mukherji on the men who missed the 
honour of leading India, or just... 


C HANDU BORDE, Jaisimha and 
Ashok Mankad had nothing in 
conunon as Test cricketers between 
them. Except that each was an enigma 
in his own way just as each was a 
master tactician on the field of play. 
Whereas the stolid Borde was a com¬ 
manding fi^e in international cricket 
and the gifted Jaisimha perpetually 
promised only to disillusion. Ashok 
Mankad’s acknowledged ability of 
leadership was never watered to 
bloom. 

Borde led Maharashtra and West 
Zone from strength to strength. His 
was the path of native intelligence and 
shrewd calculation. Coupled with the 
sense of maturity and pragmatism that 
comes early to people who meet and 
defeat adversity every inch of the 
way. 

Borde came up the ladder the hard 
way. The routine of domestic tourna¬ 
ments prepared him for tlie ordeal by 
fire of Test cricket. When he was 
found worthy enough to join the fray 
at the highest level, the scourge of 
Gerry Alexander’s men were upon 
India. But true to the spirit of the 
Mahrattas, young Borde, though bat¬ 
tered and bruised, emerged with his 
steel glistening. 

That was no series to make one’s 
debut. No debutant batsman survived 
the ominous series. Borde however 
was of a different metal altogether. 
Finely honed on the rocks of Pune, 
the spirited warrior laid seige in gla¬ 
diatorial isolation and splendour as the 
ominous forms of HaU and Gilchrist 
haunted and threatened, shattering 
confidence and careeYs on the way. 
Borde chose the historical battle-site 
of Delhi to match them thrust for 
thrust. He was more than a Biblical 
David as he hooked and cut the 
Goliaths to pieces. 

Despite hjs undoubted leadership 
ability, he was distinctly unlucky to 
find his prime coincide with Pataudi’s. 
However, fate at last relented at 
Adelaide in 1967, where he matched 
move for move before going down 
valiantiy. With that he bade farewell to 
India’s captaincy. 

It is to the man’s ever-lasting aedit 


that he was an ideal deputy, full of 
dignity and free from rancour. His was 
a magnanimous profile of sacrifice and 
service for the cause of the country. 

MOTGANHALLI Jaisimha’s 
approach to captaincy was subtle. A 
fine student of the game, he handled 
his resources remarkably well. It was 
a noose of silk that he carried to choke 
his opponents. Although Hyderabad as 
a team did not fully realise his poten¬ 
tial in terms of result, yet Hyderabad! 
youngsters were extremely fortunate 
to have his guiding hand to settle them 
on their paths to higher cricket. 

Under Jaisimha’s apparent noncha¬ 
lance and relaxed attitide, his team 
mates too imbibed the benefits of such 
a pleasant manner. Charming and 



For some cricket will always 
remain a game of chivalry. 
So it was with Jaisimha's 
men who gave every evi¬ 
dence of refinement 


courteous, he was certainly among 
the best cricketing ambassadors we 
liave had. 

For some cricket will always remain 
a game of chivalry. So it was with 
Jaisimlia’s men who gave every evi-‘ 
dence of their refinement on and off 
the field. Offensive language and ges¬ 
tures did not quite figure in the 
reiiertoire of South Zone teams for 
they were not only excellent cricke¬ 
ters, they were like their captain 
immaculate gentlemen as well. 

His influence assisted Wadekar as it 
aided Pataudi. Just as his guidance 
was once apparent in Gavaskar’s bat¬ 
ting so it is seen today in the cultured 
presence of Azharuddin. Not for no 
reason has he earned the respect of 
the cricketing world. 

IF ASHOK MANKAD was the 
easiest of men to get along with, his 
Test career graph was the most 
difficull to decipher. Shunted up and 
down the batting order, he never 
quite settled down to regain the suc¬ 
cess that he achieved in his debut 
series. It was an ill omen for Indian 
cricket because here in our country 
we are convinced that it is only the 
great players who make the best 
captains! Examples of Jardine, 
Cheetham and Breafley notwith¬ 
standing. 

Behind the wit and smile of Mankad 
was a brain programmed to meet 
complex queries. Utterly selfless in 
approach, he found devoted adherents 
in the teams he led in the domestic 
tournaments. They literally worship¬ 
ped him. Out of a deep sense of 
gratitude and affection. Even his 
opponents came to respect hinri. 

Time and again, Ashok Mankad 
turned catastrophic situations to 
advantage. A sharp mind and a strong 
common sense made him a brilliant 
motivator and an inspiring leader. 
Theories never shackled him for he 
was an excellent innovator. Bombay’s 
gain could so easily have been India's 
as well, if only 

ITie Mankad episode remains a 
pi^nt para in the tragic chapters of 
Indian cricket. 
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Nhws Na'I'IONAL 


Getting better with age 

P.V. j. Kar met Andy Sharma, the amateur golf champion 
of India, who hit the headlines at 37 years of age 


L ll i i ■ ,uiis at ‘M for Andy Slianna. 

I{.i:hci .111 old cliche, but true in 
iliiv I ,isf. Kasically a woekc*nd Rolfer, 
Mianna struck it rich in the S.Stli 
.\ini)lcur (iolf Championship of India, 
winning the presliKious title of the 
amateur Kolf champion of India at an 
aKc thai most others would be happy 
to i»lay the occasional round of Rolf. 

While previous champions like Ka- 
leev Mohta and Kishi Narain carved 
Ihcir names on the trophy while, in 
their early twenties. Sharma has done 
it while approaching forty. And just t' 
prove that age is no barrier, he isn t 
the oldest person to ever have wor 
this tournament. I.S. Malik has that 
distinction when he lifted the trophy 
when he was well into his fifties. And 
with veterans like loin Watson, 
Arnold Palmer and .Sev Ballesteros 
dominating the* international scene, it 
makes one wonder if a touch of 
maturity is almost a nei'ossily. 

Speaking to the champion soon after 
his win. Andy Sharma admitted that 
;I7 was an odd age to start winning. 
But that’s the way it had to be. Very 
pre-occui)ied with his job and, later 
with his lainily, he has been able to get 
long hours on tlie course only of late. 
As lie himsell admits, "The results arc* 
self-evident" 

Playing liis first national 15 years 
ago in Bombay, he played two more, 
197.1 in Bombay and 1979 in Delhi, 
before* stroking his way to fame this 
year, .^nd it was not an easy win 
either. Seeded sixth, Sharma came up 
against second seeded Alan Singh, 
\Wio was in very good nick, but he 
prevailed to move into the semis 
where he look on Karan Atwal, the 
junioi national cluimp. But it was the 
final against Uttam Singh Mundy, whti 
incidentally was the best amateur at 
the last Wills Open, that provided the 
proverbial nail-bitmg finish. Five 
strokes down at one stage, Mundy 
fought back to chisel the lead down 
but ran out ot holes to let Sharma 
breathe easy. 

Andy Shanna is the first person to 
admit that he was definitely lucky. 


Botli long hitters of the ball, which is 
ideal tor the BPliC which needs long 
and straight hitling. they were on par 
but Sharma kept scoring while Mundy 
kept dropping strokes. Fortune, it 
seems, does favour the brave. 

Starling liis association with golf 
while slaying with his father, a briga¬ 
dier with a 15 handicap himself, in 
Delhi, Sharma was more of a baskel- 
baller and loothaller. In fact, he even 
represented Mayo College in these 
two sports as well as carrying on in 
the same fashion at Delhi's St. 
Stephens. A very proficient hoopsler, 
lie has even donned Delhi colours. 

Taking up golf as a weekend sport 


when he moved to Bombay to take up 
a job with Mahindra’s, it was only after 
the camp for the Asian Games prob¬ 
ables that he ironed out his game. It 
really helped him to solidify his game 
and as he himself puts it. "1 learnt to 
concentrate at the right moment". 

Among the best qualifiers for the 
recent National Games, Sharma could 
not take part but obviously did not let 
that deter him. Now. with this win, he 
is all set for the Seoul Asiad and with 
the Indian tfolf Union doing things 
very systematicTilly and giving every¬ 
one a fair chance, it is upto our golfers 
to keep the Asian golf that we won in 
Delhi. 



Andy Sharma finally got thinga togethar at tha 8Sth Amataur 
Qolf Champlonahlf} of India 


P.VJ. Kar 
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An.^ysis 


earned from th' ■' siif ' "'‘’eh tliih sea¬ 
son esi>eualK r .-Kh-liend Molimi 
BaKan, (tiev i ' 'iai ed some of ilieir 
most sniitill (■ (" I forniani es in this 

year's Il'A ' ■ id--pcrlorniances so 
amazin^K '■< "d tlial the\ eould 
have t!i\'eii I Itiinerjee, tlii'ir cist- 
while I'oai I iMiMs to eiivv his junior 
Shyain I i. tlu" man presenilv in 
chaiyt ' !hc I’K mytli bei'ii hurst.-' 

Jl I i ihouKlit lliat the semi final 


lie-breakei should have proved so 
disastrou' lor East Bengal, largely 
because ol poor judgement on the part 
of referee Tarak Sen and to some 
extent the sudden bout of nervous¬ 
ness on the part of their key shooters. 

Keli'tet- Tarak Sen hatl no business 
to let till- I’enarol goalkeepei waltz 
around on the goalline when tlie tie 


The referee’s attention 
was called time and again by the 
engry East Benj^l players. Tarak Sen 
should thank his guardianstars pro¬ 
fusely that the anger did not explode 
into violence. 

I’enarol went on to win the Shield in 
the end. and in their joy there must 
have been a sense ol gratitude to¬ 
wards Tarak Sen also, for it w:is the 
retieree whom, they said, they leared 
the most when they hiced East Ben¬ 
gal, in view of the organisers' obvious 
interest in seeing the home side 
through to the linal, 

Kor niiietv minutes East Bengal met 
fire with fire and so also in the extra 
time, A goal comeded hallway 
through the match could well have 
dampened East Bengal’s spirits, espe¬ 
cially when It was certain that I’enarol 
would stonewall in defence for the 
rest ol the match, true to their 
professional attitude. 

But there was a flash ot brilliance in 
store for us. Aloke Mukherjee, low- 
profile vet effective, as always, ex¬ 
ecuted a gem ol a kick, sending the 
ball in :in amazing swerve (last a 
bewildered Siboldi, the I’enaiol goal¬ 
keeper wild misread .-Moke's inten¬ 
tions. 

It takes closi' observation to realise 
the eflectivi'iiess ol footballers like 
Aloke. lie pel forms his duties in a 
businesslike fashion, with the accent 
on finding an easy way out ol a crisis. 
He is a genuinely etiithy playing type, 
whose virile, sustained and often bril¬ 
liant ability ranges from the gnmiy and 
correctly defensive to the lustily 
aggressive. 

It was clever of Aloke to go for the 
kill, when he found himself in posses¬ 
sion near thc'l’enarol halfline, instead 
of sending a customary high cross into 
the bfix. For, the Uruguayiis were 
matchless in the air. Not even the tall, 
athletic Russians could make much 
headway here. 

I Infortunately, what was palpable to 
any discerning eye in the stands never 
actually occurred to the East Benpl 
attackers. Their persistence with high 
lobs was sheer bad policy, which made 
their altack.s hopelessly stereotyped. 
And they had no reason to opt for it. 

On the gTound, they had mobility, 
as well as penetration. And on top ol 
that an in-form Krishanu Uey. All it 
required to achieve a successful che¬ 
mistry was a little more variation in 
their pace and positions. The Penarol 
boys would have been forced to 
spread out. instead of concentrating 


breaki-r. 

The coaches of the two finalists greet each other as the curtain 
cornea down on the 93rd IFA Shield football tournament 

r i f 1 





insidt* the box. And a brilliant Krislia- 
nu could have mesmerised his way 
deep into their danger zone, which, 
however, would not have been an 
easy task for the diminutive ball¬ 
player. 

Life of footballers like Krishanu has 
often been made difficult by the 
■policeman’ tactics adopted by their 
opponents. Krishanu was obviously a 
marked man in the Fenarol territory, 
but it was good to see that he is fast 
learning to steer clear of trouble. His 
speed has definitely improved and 
even more important he has gathered 
enough courage to stand his ground in 
the face of hard tackles. The only flaw 
that still persists in his game is a 
tendency to become stereotyped. 
From the moment he trajis the ball till 
he releases it, there is a set pattern of 
movement which betrays his inclina¬ 
tion to exeiute his job with the left 
foot. Not too difliciilt a task tor an 
intelligent delender to letter him. 

It was rather suriinsing to see the 
efficient Sakhtyor make the same 
mistakes as F.ast Hengal, when they 
met Fenarol in the tinal. High i losses 
kept floating in from both flanks in 
(|Uirk succession, giving a measure ol 
the command the Russians had over 
the game, but without any lesult. 
Time after time tin* Uruguayans neut 
ralisi*d the movt*s with remarkable 
precision. 

The frustration that resulted took 
its toll on the Russians heavily. Not 
only did they muddle up the rhythm of 
their game, alter being down by a 
goal, but the>- also fell for the hustling 
tactus ol the prolessional Fenarol 
boys. 

if there had been any award for the 
best-behaved players in the tourna¬ 
ment, noliody would have deserved it 
more than Sakhtyor. It was obvious 
that the physicality of the I Iriiguayans’ 
game should have come to them as a 
shock, sending then strategy haywire. 
But things became even worse when 
they lost their cool failing to cope with 
the relentless power game of Fenarol. 

Hut what was intolerable to the 
Russians has long been a characteris¬ 
tic feature of South American soccei, 
or for that matter, many other nations 
on etirfh. And it has come to stay. The 
pace of soccer has gone up consider¬ 
ably since the times of de .Stefano or 
Gairincha, and the factor of power 
footbali will assume greater import¬ 
ance in the days to come. Let soccer 
get a little physical, what’s the harm, 
anyway? 





NayeemforEast Bengal? 

I t was thought after P,K, Baner- ised. Now, with the comiritg 
jee’s appointment as the chief from East Bengal, Nayeem has' 


Ijee’s appointment as the chief 
coach of the national sqttad, P3ast 
Bengal would not only rely on 
Shyam Thapa to look after their 
boys for the remainder of the 85 
season, but also retain him for 
1986. 

But, according to certain insid¬ 
ers in Uie club officialdom, East 
Bengal is on the lookout for a new 
coach for the new year. And one of 
the candidates is Syed 
Nayeemuddin. 


I ' 


After his successful assignment 
for the All India Football Federa¬ 
tion as the coach of their Under-16 
and Under-19 teams, Nayeemud¬ 
din had passed into some kind of 
h3H3emation, with no job offers 
forlhcoming from the big club.s of 
the city, who had already had their 
coaches appointed for 1985. 

For Nayeem, the exile has been 
particularly disconcerting, especial¬ 
ly now that he is so eager to utilise 
the coaching lessons he had picked 
up during his recent tours of 
Europe and Latin America. The 
AIFF found him Ux) independent to 
toe their line and hence eased him 
out, even though his coaching of 
the junior boys showed 
freinendous promise of yielding 
positive results. And all of a 
sudden, the Maidan had nothing to 
offer one of its former heroes. 
Nayeem felt his talent and experi¬ 
ence was fated to remain unutil¬ 


ised. Now, w'ith the comiri(g , 
from P^asl Bengal, N^yenni fias' 
reasons to be liopeful fliat the Jong 
lay-off is coming to an jend, even * 
though there are a few’pf.fectors , 
tliat might go against luof; Firstly,' -i 
Nayeem is too self-respecting to, l 
accept a pay-packet thinner than*;] 
what the stars are going tfrrecejve.'; , 
And Nayeem must liave made this,, 
clear (o the East Bengal author-t ■ 
ities. 

Tliis is something not quite cus¬ 
tomary in Calcutta or for that 
matter Indian football. And maybe, - 
in the end. this will make East 
Bengal decide against appointing , - 
Nayeem as their coach. 

In that case, it is not. Nayeerii 
who will be the loser. Only football 
will. For, Nayeem is one of the 
most dedicated coaches in the • 
country today. And he is yduriger 
than most other leading men in the 
business. 

Apart from the unfair deal that is- 
often handed out to present-day} • 
coaches. Nayeem has reservations' 
about another very common occur-, 
ence in Calcutta football cirdps. ; 
The club officials’ interference inf* , 
the affairs of the coach. His stint 
with Mohammedan Sporting m 83 
ended rather bitterly when serious 
differences with some officials as 
well as certain senior players who 
had fonned a caucus in the club, 
erupted Into some unseemly inci¬ 
dents. At the Cannanqre Federa¬ 
tion Cup, Moidul Islam openly re¬ 
belled against him, and from then 
on a move was afoot to curtail bis 
freedom, culminating in his res-, 
ignation after tlie Sher-I-Kashmir , 
Gold, during which some Moham¬ 
medan Sp(>r(ing officials made up 
the team without his knowledge or 
permission. Something Nayeem is 
the last person to tolerate. And 
Nayeem is tixi strong a personali^ 
to change after so many years. 

Now, what remains to be seen is 
whether these factors are going to . 
make East Bengal decide against 
having him as their coach. If they, 
do, it surely would not be wise of . 
East Bengal, for as a coach 
Nayeem has already ’ proved hk 
talent, and East Bengal will enffy 
benefit from his services. 

Suprakash Qhoshal 
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it was not qui 
coup when P'- 
East Bengal' 
semi finai. ff' 
only home r . 
tournamci 


> a bloodless 
' -<rol defeated 
ihe IFA Shield 
. resenting the 
.iicnge left in the 
ast Bengal met 


fire with I’ '>t‘fore going down 
in a dis^ii'. ms tie-breaker. 
(Left) Vl-~ . liengal's star 
defcn-i ; I arun Oey being 
trenii J after receiving an injury 
ortFif'. chin 



(Below) Only Bhaskar Ganguly 
is in: not the ball 






Melwyn D’Souza ruled with an 
iron hand when tension ran 
high during the 
Sakhtyor-Uruguay XI semi final 
match. (Right) D'Souza books 
the Sakhtyor goalkeeper; 
(below) The referee warns an 
unruly Uruguayan as a player 
lies on the ground writhing in 








Ifa Shield 













M Shield 
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Running into print 

Raju Mukher jee reviews an athletic annual 


INldAN l r;i< k and Field 1985 is a 
I vei \ . I i'!iriiendable effort on the part 
of i' editor Suhas Nair. For so 
nej leued is our athletics that statis 
tie.il records of our athletic meets are 
liardly'ever compiled, much less see 
the liKht of day. In this edition, which 
the editor wants to make an annual 
issue, the bio-dala of Indian athletes 
and the slalislii s ol domestic athletic 
championships ol 1981 are ^iven in 
detail. In .tddilion, there are articles 
on .ilhleles, a list of Indian Olympians 
.'iiid ;i caleiida/ showinj; the important 
dales of Indian athletics . It is very 
welcome news to learn that the editor 
wishes to make similar contribution 
each year laving special emphasis on 
Indian athletes and the iloinestic track 
and field events. Hopefully, the proof 
readinn would hi- improved in order to 
make the compendium ol statistics 
still more attractive. 

In the preface that is straight from 
the heart, editor Suhas Nair. an ex¬ 
athlete hiiiiselt, speaks with authority 
and leelinp when he states, “...Athle¬ 
tic perlomance can only improve with 
an ovt*rall change in our <-ountrv. In 
fact, unk'ss wi‘ have a well-planned 
lontt tmiii traininji (irottramme, man¬ 
ned hv coni[)eteni professionals it is 
dilficult to visualisi' any substantial 
improvement in out standards... What 
IS the iHiiiit in always lomparing our 
athletes to that of world class and 
deriding them? 

To these one can safely add that 
unless we can promote the track uaine 
.imonR the school children, we will 

h. ive to remain content with one 
oiitst.indiiiR athlete per decade. Yearly 

i. 'i;)Msh,i.s' ol national Rarnes and ill- 
e(|uippeil coachitiK clinics would serve 
no purpose oth(‘r than to earn com- 
pliiiieiitaries in internatumal meets for 
oiii administrators. Athletics Rot India 
Ik'! lust medal at the Olympics. That 
w.i. die effort of an AiiRlo-lndian from 
t.iK'iii.!. Norman Pritchard by name, 
who tilai'.ed into rare Rlory by claiminR 
the silvei in the now' discontinued 200 
tn hurdles as well as the 2(K) metres at 




'be Pans Olvmpiad in IfMM). 

Kilt untoitunateh the thrilliiiR siRht 
yi dhlett's in action never quite caught 
” i* Itiiagination of our youngsters and 
<iS6i?ii^the years India’s pindormance 



in the international arena is dismally 
poor. For such a state of alfairs, the 
controlling bodies of athletics must 
take the blame squarely on their 
shoulders. Ijttle or no effort was evei 
spent on the promotion and publicity 
of track and field sports. How back- 



Unless we hove a 
Wiell'pbnned long 
term training 
programme manned 
. ^ competent 
prc^^sionals, it is 
difficult to visuoltse 
ainysubstpntial 
imprdvements in our 
stc»xkMd$.:,What is 
the,pC#t in atvyays 
csJft^Tingpur 
otbf^^to that of 
wpt:^ cbs$ arid 
'deridinglh^? 


ward our administrators are can be 
best imagined when wi; find that in our 
country we hardly have tracks that 
conform to international regulations! 
1'he equipment that they use arc no 
longer in use elsewhere. Despite such 
an enviromrient the presence of Mil- 
kha, Usha among a few other's is 
nothing short of a miracle. 

(.)ne hopes that the editor will find 
kiiow'ledgiiable men to write serious, 
thought provoking articles and not 
turn this platform into yet another 
exiTcise of public relations to satisfy 
the ego of undeserving officials. 
NOW in its 17th year, The lieiisnii A 
Hed.i’ca H'esi Indies Cheket Annual 
is, like Its previous ones an 
extremely well produced annual 
covering West Indies cnikel and her 
cncketers. Other than the three Test 
senes ol the past twelve months 
against New Zealand, Australia and 
lingland, everv internal tournament of 
the Caribbean. inclucliiiR Shell Shield 
and Youlli tournaments is covered in 
gri-at dt'tail with lull scorecards, pic- 
tuies and descriptions. 

The two Benson and Hedges 
tournaments in .Australia the World 
Senes Cup and the World Cham¬ 
pionship are adequately covered, 
althougli a slight apathy is discernible 
in the grudging compliments paid to 
India’s match winning endeavour in 
tfie World Charnpmnship. 

In a who’s w'ho, complete record of 
every hi st -class West Indies player is 
given. In keeping with the theme of 
almanac, five cricketers of the year 
appear along with a page of obituaries. 
The editor Tony Cozier has contri¬ 
buted a very well researched piece on 
W'est Indies’ Test captains which 
along with the editorial makes absorb¬ 
ing reading. Packed with illustrations, 
both in colour and in black and white, 
the book in magazine format is a 
collector’s dream. 

IndianltacKand Field t98fi SuhasNair (Healthward 
bound)Pagesi64 Rs30 

Benson & Hodges West Indtes CricKel AonuaJ 1965 Oy 
Tony Co7w. (Caribbean Commumcaiions) pages 92. Rs 
58 

The above books are distributed 
by: The Marine Sports, 63A 
Gokhaie Road (N), Dadar, Bombay 
400 028 
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Chart One of the 5BX Plan 


N low that you've been 

level A-i- within eleven mi- 

rif it#»c IMaw tHp 

T FVFl ■ 



EXERCISE 


run 

1 miie 
run 

1 ^ lOIQ IlOiV lO 

you should also be aware of 

bottom of Chart Two (D— 

^ tan/l in fKitt 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

In minutes 

now 10 laCKic tne cnarib. 
Start at the lowest physical 
capacity of Chart One (D— 

). Repeat each exercise in 

Jf Cillvl 111 vlllb 

fashion upwards through 
the levels, and from chart 
to chart, until you reach the 

A-t- 

A 

A- 

20 

18 

l(i 

18 

17 

15 

22 

20 

18 

13 

12 

11 

400 

37.5 

335 

5Vz 

5'/a 
5Vi 

17 

17 

17 

the allotted time or do the 
five exercises in eleven mi¬ 
nutes. Move upwards on 
the same chart to the next 

level for your age group; 
e.g. age (B Cliart 

Tluee) dot's 32 levels frcMn 

D— on Ciiart One to B on 

B+ 

B 

B- 

14 

12 

10 

l.’l 

12 

11 

l(i 

14 

12 

9 

8 

7 

:t2() 

305 

280 

6 

6 

6 

18 

18 

18 

level, D, only after you can 
complete all the required 
movements at your present 
level within eleven mi¬ 

Chart Three. 

Starting this week, we 
are going to give you tlie 

C-t- 

c 

c- 

8 

7 

6 

8 

8 

7 

10 

0 

8 

(i 

5 

4 

260 

235 

20.5 

6VL* 

6'/v 

6'/z 

19 

19 

19 

nutes. 

Continue to progress up¬ 
wards in this manner until 
you can complete all the 

charts of the .SBX F'lan. 
This week we gi.'e you the 
first in the series and will 
^ArtaliQino r^st in 

D-l- 

D 

D- 

4 

3 

2 

5 

1 

3 

6 

5 

1 

3 

3 

2 

175 

145 

KM) 

7 

7‘'_- 

8 

20 

21 

21 

required movements at 

C>V.X ICIUOIAIK VtkV a V >71 lli lllw 

following issues. 

Minutes 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 




Physical Fitness, publislied by i’eiiKiiin IJooks, {jivcs the 
5BX Chart 1 as follows: 

Age Groups 

6 years maintains B 

7 years maintains A 

1) Stand with your feel astiidt^, arms upward. Bend 
forward to touch your toes and then sIraiRhton up to 
stretch backwaids as far as you can. Do not strain to keep 
your knees absolutely straight. 

2) Lie on your back with your feet kept just six inches 
apart and your arms at your side.s. Keep your feet on the 
floor and sit up just enough to see your heels. It will be 
difficult to keep your feet on the floor as they tend to lift off 
the ground but with a little practice and once you have 
attained a decent level of fitness, it will be veiy easy. 

3) Lie on your stomach with your jialnis jilaced under the 
thighs. Raise your head and one leg simultaneously and 
repeat, using your legs alternately. Keep thi> leg absolute¬ 
ly straight and the thighs must cleai the palms at ea<h 
raise. (Count one each time second leg touciies fliKir.) 

4) Lie on your stomach with your paims placed flat on the 
floor just under the shoulder. Straighten the anus, lifting 
the upper body in the process while supiiorting the body 
on the knees. Bend your arms to bring the uptier body 
back to the original position. The body must be kept 
straight from Knee upward and the arms must tie fully 
extended. 

5) This is the stationary run. Count a steji each time your 
left foot touches the floor. Lift youi leet approximately 
four inches off the floor while moving youi .inns in running 
action. After you have got to 7o or so, do alxiul 1(1 ’scissor 
jumps’ and carry on. (Scissor jumps are like this: stand 
with the right leg and left arm extended forward and left 
leg and right ann extended backwards. Jump up and 
clunge position of the amis and legs Kifore landing 


Exercise 1 




n 


Exercise 2 


I Exercise 3 


Exercise 4 




Exercise 5 


Hm 


I f 
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News In Pic'ruKEs 


(Top left) Jerry Coffee of 
USA (left) and Jeff Fenech, 
the Australian holder of the 
IBF bantamweight title, slug 
it out in their title fight at 
Sydney which Fenech won 
to retain his title 

(Top) Henri Toivonen of 
Finland (right) and his 
co-driver Neil Wilson 
celebrate their win in the 
Lombard RAC Rally on the 
bonnet of their Lancia Delta 

(Left) Journalist Chris 
Lander, hairdresser Phil 
Ranee, Allan Border's 
brother John Border and Ian 
Botham collected £4,00,000 
for leukaemia research by 
walking from John O'Groats 
to Lana's End 
(approximately 1,400 km) 


All photographs by 
Associated Press 


FuHy Zoeller (back to camera) hugs Arnold Palmer after Palmer sank a 
birdie putt on the eighth hole to force a carry-over to the ninth hole durina 
the Skins Game at Bear Creek Golf Club 



»Tiigil!in 


f-:ne 

Sunda y cycling 

C YCLIN'' •’ “^port, is aKve and 
tickint' ■'.Fic. Pune cyclists 
got toKc!: eiitly and devised a 

novel 1' * ' i icing, which is definite¬ 

ly goi i - y nch dividends in the 
ycM! ; The concept goes 

f; inglike tlus—all Pune cyclists 
c'lagregate every Sunday morning at 
the Pune University gate and race up 
to the National Defence Academy 
Circle for five continuous laps. But 
this appaicnl circuit race is different, 
ilie riiic! s have to sprint to the finish 
ku', ar both the times of crossing yfis 
line duiing the course of tlieir racing. 
Thereby not only are the spectators 
tlirilled to see some active sprinting 
but the nders also benefit unmensely, 
as their speed capacity increa.ses. 'fhc 
basic idea of this every Sunday racing 
accordnig to the Indian professional 
cycling champion Ashok Captain is, 
“We want all Pune riders to keep 
battle fit throughout the year and win 
all the top place.s in various cycling 
competitions. 

Most riders in this Sunday racing 


r/ 

r 




are sponsored by some Pune indust¬ 
rial house and even the prizes given to 
winners and participants are pven by 
local businessmen, which to say the 
lease augurs very well for the future. 
Ashok Captain won the inaugural Sun¬ 
day cycling competition, followed by 
Vinod Punmiya and Zubin Shroff. 
Ashok was sponsored by Tata 'Tea— 
Air India—Proline, while Vinod and 
Zubin were aided by Pravin Masala 
and Lifebuoy soap respectively. Other 
riders to impress were the Iranian 
student Sirious Sarang, Anil Sinnar- 
ker, Suryakant Pawar and Mukesh 
Waghmare. So with this move, every 
Sunday is cycle race day in Pune. 

Bombay—Pune 
road relay 

R ecently the Deccan Winners 
Club of Pune organised a unique 
and novel road relay marathon from 
the Gateway of India in Bombay to 
Pune’s Fergusson College campus. 
This distance of 180 kilometres was 
done in a time of 1(1 hours 8.20 
minutes by the Sangli district team led 
by state runner Uttam Mote. They 








I"', 



Satpai Rawat, the ace badminton coach (right) racelvea a 
Marutl-Suzuki car from tha B.C.C.t. Vica Prealdent M 
Dyaneshwar Agasha for tha service he has rendered to the 

sport 


were followed home by the Poona 
district team docking 10 hours 28 
minutes. The third place was bagged 
by the organisers themselves—^De- 
ccan Winners dub in 10 hours and 45 
minutes. 

At the first stage of the race, from 
Bombay’s Gateway of India to the 
Thane bridge, Shyam Gawade of 
Sangli was 2 kms ahead of the rest of 
the field running very strongly, fol¬ 
lowed by Anil Pawar of the Poona 
district, Ashok Takalkar of Poona 
Police and Mahendra Badhekar of the 
Deccan Winners in that order. During 
the second stage also, the Sangli boys 
did not give away the lead and their 
skipper Uttam Mote excelled on the 
Bhor(^t 8 kms mute, knocking the 
hilly distance off in just 14 minutes 
flat. After this it became obvious that 
the Sangli boys would win easily. Each 
of the five partic^iating teams tad ten 
runners combining their efforts. The 
Bombay Doordarstan who promised 
to cover this novel event turned up at 
the venue, one full day after the event 
was over. 


Car for coach 

I T is not often that we hear of a coach 
being presented a car, as a token of 
appreciation for his services to his 
game. And it is even more surprising 
when the coach—^in this case Satpai 
Rawat is only in his thirties. But Pune 
besides slowly becoming a sports city 
of sorts, has started imbibuig a very 
special sporting sense, the like of 
v^ch was exhibited recently, when 
the young badmintion coach was felici¬ 
tated at the prestigious Royal Con¬ 
naught Boat Club and presented with 
a 'Maruti Suzuki’ car by his admirers 
and well wishers. Satpai Rawat has 
done yeoman service for badminton in 
Pune by coaching such stars like 
Deepti Thanekar (National Jumor 
champion), Archana Deodhar (Nation¬ 
al Sub-Junior champion), Feroza Batli- 
wala (the State Schools champion), 
besides this years ‘Freny Talyarktan’ 
award winner (the symbol of excell¬ 
ence in women’s badmintion in the 
state) Ashwini Talwaikar and state 
player Shirin Garda. Rawat himself 
represented Maharashtra in the 
Nationals for many years and was the 
National doubles ctaunpion once. He is 
an officer with the State Bank of India. 

Rahul Chandawaihar 
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VASILI ALEXEYEV 

ALEXEYEV CAME TO INTERNATIONAL 
A TTENTION ON JANUARY24, 1970, WHEN HE 
BROKE THE WORLD RECORD FOR PRESS, 

JERK, AND THE THREE TOTAL LIFT IN 
MARCH THE SAME YEAR HE BECAME THE 
FIRST PERSON TO LIFT A COMBINED TOTAL 
OF 600 KILOS. 

AT THE MUNICH AND MONTREAL OL YMPICS 
HE DEFEATED HIS NEAREST RIVAL BY30 
AND35 KILOS RESPECTIVELY. UNDEFEATED 
BETWEEN 1970 AND 1978, HE SET 80 WORLD 

RECORDS WHICH ENSURED HIM OF A HAPPY 
AND COMFORTABLE RETIRED LIFE (HE 
ALLEGEDL Y RECEIVED A PRIZE OF 700 TO 
1500 DOLLARS EVERY TIME HE BROKE A 
WORLD RECORD. 

AN INJURY DURING THE 1978 WORLD CHAM¬ 
PIONSHIP ENDED HIS LONG REIGN AS THE 
STRONGEST MAN IN THE WORLD. WHAT 
MADE HIM SO STRONG? WELL, FOR STAR¬ 
TERS, HIS BREAKFAST CONSISTED OF 
TWENTY-SIX FRIED EGGS AND A STEAK. 





Pitching it High 

' l-<"'! (iriffilhs. oric of the judges who 

awiirdeci'! ■ ' ' Indian cricketer Clive Lloyd £50,()fK) for 

defanialio:. M(.-l[»oume newspaper, brought an expert 
eye to til: Ih' played lor (Glamorgan in lyiH, the 

year'!» ■ ! > ' • >pped the Chaniiiionsliip table. 

Film • y Excuses 

■> loieigii women joggers, it would apiicar from 
I), ■ , •,'! 1 i-pui ls, are having a bad effect on local 

!!■■.' I viiati late w'omen are accustomed to jogging on 
. I ..ids, clad in very flimsy sports clothes, which 
i.. .idiiig to one newspaper, ‘leaves very little to the 
isiugiuation'I It has therefore appealed to the authorities to 
lon e the lori'ign culprits to run in more decent clothes 
Similai (omplamts have from time to time surfaced in 
otliei newspapers of the Gull Slates, either as editorials or 


readers’ views, though they haven’t as yet decided on 
ways and means to curb the semi-nude menace. However, 
it shouldn't be long before one sees women foreign and 
local clad in ‘burktas’ jogging down Arabian roads! 

Here They ^Congress' Now...! 

BOMBAY; This fair city will soon play reluctant host to 
lakhs of Congress men and women who will be participat¬ 
ing in their party’s centenary celebrations. With the 
Mahalaxmi racecourse, playing fields, niaidans and stadia 
taken over for the dubious puiTJose of housing and 
celebrations, joggers and other sports folk are having a 
period of forced rest. To make matters worse, the 27th 
National Bridge Tournament is scheduled to be held in the 
city, involving .300 teams of about 10 members each! But if 
asked, the Bombayite would say that bridge players are 
certainly preferable to politicians. 

BemieTellis 








CALENDAR 

National events 
Athletics: 1st NAM athle¬ 
tics meet at the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru Stadium, Delhi 
on 18 and 19 January. 
46th All India inter- 
University meet (men and 
women) at Pantnagar 
from 29 Dec. to 2 
January. 

Football: 5th Jawaharlal 
Nehru football tourna¬ 
ment at Trivandrum from 
17 January to 2 February. 
India XI vs VfL Bochum 
(West Germany), Bun- 
desliga 1st division ciub, 
on 1 January at the KSCA 
stadium, Bangalore, 5 
January at the Salt Lake 
Stadium, Calcutta, and 8 
January at the Keenan 
Stadium, Jamshedpur. All 
three exhibition matches 
are organised by the Tata 
Steel Sports Foundation 
as the Super Soccer 
series. 

Hockey: Senior national 
championships at Banga¬ 
lore from 15 January to 1 
February. 

All India. Inter-Zonal Uni¬ 
versity championship at 
Jodhpur University from 
14 January onwards. 
Cricket: Rohinton Baria 
tournament, all India In¬ 
ter-zonal University 
championship at Baroda 
University from 12 to 20 
January. 

Boxing: All India inter- 
university championship 
at Haryana Agricultural 
University (H.A.U.) from 8 
January onwards. 
Tennis: All-India, inter¬ 
zonal university cham¬ 
pionship (men) at Allaha¬ 
bad University from 14 
; January onwards. 
Cycling: All India inter- 
university championship 
at Punjabi University 
Patiala from 9 January 
onwards. 

Rowing: All India inter¬ 
university championship 
at Madras University from 
7 January onwards. 

International events 
Cricket: Third Test at 


V 


Sydney. India vs Australia 
from 2 to 6 January. 
Details of Benson and 
Hedges one-da)^ World 
Series Cup triangular 
contest: 11 January: India 
vs New Zealand at Bris¬ 
bane. 12 January; India 
vs Australia at Brisbane. 

16 January: India vs Au¬ 
stralia at Melbourne (d/n 
fixture). 23 January: India 
vs New Zealand at Mel¬ 
bourne (d/n fixture). 25 
January: India vs New 
Zealand at Adelaide. 26 
January; India vs Austra¬ 
lia at Adelaide 28 Janu¬ 
ary; India vs Australia 
Country XI at Adelaide 
(friendly tie). 31 January: 
India vs Australia at Mel¬ 
bourne (d/n fixture). 

The other fixtures of the 
one-day World Series 
Cup are: 9 January. Au¬ 
stralia vs New Zealand at 
Melbourne. 14 January: 
Australia vs New Zealand 
at Sydney. 27 January; 
Australia vs New Zealand 
at Adelaide. 29 January: 
Australia vs New Zealand 
at Sydney. 

Rebel Australian tour of 
South Africa: South Africa 
vs Australia, 2nd ‘Test' 
match at Capetown from 
1-5 January, 3rd ‘Test’, 
match at Johannesburg 

17 to 21 January. One- 
day ‘internationals', Janu¬ 
ary 24: vs South Africa at 
Johannesburg, January 
26: vs South Africa at 
Durban, January 28: vs 
South Africa at Port Eli¬ 
zabeth, January 30; vs 
South Africa at Cape¬ 
town. 

Hockey: Quadrangular 
meet in Dubai from 3 to 5 
January. India, Pakistan. 
England and Australia to 
participate. Quadrangular 
meet in Kuwait from 8 to 
10 January. India. Pakis¬ 
tan, England and Spain to 


Participate. 

Football: Asian Club 
championship final round 
at Jeddah in Saudi Arabia 
from 19 to 28 January. 
East Bengal are in Group 
A of the quarterfinal 
league along with Al Ahil 
club (Saudi Arabia), Tiga 
Belian (Indonesia) and 
Seiko F.C. (Hong Kong). 
Group B consists of ciub 
teams from Syria, Kuwait, 
Iraq and Thailand. Top 
two teams from each 
group to qualify for the 
semifinals. 

Basketball: 13th Asian 
championship at Kuala 
Lumpur from 28 Decem¬ 
ber to 5 January. 

TELEVISION 

Live telecast of India's fix¬ 
tures in the Benson and 
Hedge one-day World 
series (for programme 
see Calendar). Telecast 
via satellite will be relayed 
to Doordarshan Kendras 
all over India. 

Live telecast of football 
matches between India 
vs VfL Bochum at Banga¬ 
lore on 1 January, Calcut¬ 
ta on 5 January and Jam¬ 
shedpur on 8 January. 
National and international 
sports events to be tele¬ 
cast at 4.30 p.m. in the 
World of Sports program¬ 
me on the following Sun¬ 
days. 5, 12, 19, 26 
January. 

RADIO 

Daily sports prog¬ 
rammes 

6.30 pm—7.00 pm' Khet 
Seva, a Hindi sports prog¬ 
ramme consisting of inter¬ 
views. discussions and 
commentaries on local 
sports tournaments on 
294.9 metres. Delhi D. 
7.05 pm: Sports news in 
Hindi on Vividh Bharati, 


219.3 metres and Delhi D 
294.9 metres. 

8.05 p.m.: Sports news in 
English on Yuva Vani, 
Delhi D, 294.9 metres. 
Running commentary in 
English via Radio Austra¬ 
lia of India fixtures in the 
Benson and Hedges one- 
day World Series (for 
programme see 
Calendar). 

Cricket commentaiy to be 
relayed to all stations of 
All India Radio. 

Running commentary in 
Hindi and English on 
Football matches be¬ 
tween India vs VfL 
Bochum (Super-soccer 
series) at Bangalore on 1 
January, Calcutta on 5 
January and Jamshedpur 
on 8 January Football 
commentary on national 
hook-up to be relayed to 
all stations of All India 
Radio. 

BOOKS 

RUSH, official auto¬ 
biography of striker Ian 
Rush (Liverpool and 
Wales), published by 
Arthur Barker, London 
1985, C8.95. 

RUSH traces the life of 
Liverpool and Wales 
goal-ace Ian Rush from 
his childhood, his first 
game of football to the 
present day with special 
reports on international 
matches, European Cup 
fixtures and famous goals 
he has scored. Tall and 
lanky Ian Rush states that 
he had the goal scoring 
knack since childhood 
and always played as a 
striker even as a school¬ 
boy. As a teenager he 
smashed all goalscoring 
records wearing his 
favourite boots. Yet he 
nearly frittered away his 
talents with his casual 
lifestyle. 

With 16 pages of 
photographs, this book is 
a must for football fans as 
it is written in a frank 
manner and a racy style. 
Compiled by Novy Kapadia 
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December Fat- 
nck Flodrops of 
the referee for the 


den-West (iemiany 
1 ».i\ M Cuj) final clash, has 


plenty to say about the 
preparations at Munich by 
the West German Tennis 
Federation. He feels that 
the new high-speed synthe¬ 
tic felt surface will favour 
the West German players 

December India 
find the weather 
most formidable of their 
opponents in Australia as 
the first day of their four- 
day match against Tasma 
nia at Hobart sees no play 
due to heavy ram over the 
last few days. 

The South Asian Federa¬ 
tion (SAF) (iames get off to 
a colourful start at Dhaka 
with the president of Hang- 
ladesh, Lt. Gen. JI. .M. 
Ershad, declaring the 


games open. 

Australian cricket, already 
reeling from the defections 
from the side and the re¬ 
tirements of their stal¬ 
warts, suffers yet another 
blow as their skipper Allan 
Border and vice-captain 
David Hookes clash on the 
field following an umpinng 
decision in a South Austra¬ 
lia-Queensland game at the 
Gabba. 

Mats Wilander beats 
Michcal Westphal in 
straight sets to give 
Sweden the lead in the 
Davis Cup final but West 
(jermany even scores with 
lions Hc'i'ker getting the 
better of Stefan Edbcrg in 
four sets. 



The latest fad In sports medicine Is this ‘bone shaker' which is 
pinned directly onto the limb and speeds up the healing of a 
broken bone by applying movement to the bone. More efficient 
than the conventional plaster cast, over 100 British patients 
are using this machine which enables them to swim, jog or 
even play squash during the healing period 



A if December 

dm I Sweden win the- 
doubles, much more com¬ 
fortably then expected, to 
lake a 2-1 lead over West 
Germany in their Davis 
Cup final. Mats Wilander 
and Joakim Nystrom of 
Sweden beat Boris Becker 
and Andreas Maurer 6-4, 
6 - 2 , 6 - 1 . 


Tas.s. a Soviet news agen¬ 
cy, names Sergei Bubka of 
IJSSR, the world champion 
and record holder inthe 
pole vault, as their choice 
of World Sportsman of the 
Year. 


December 

^■iMBoris Becker of 
West Germany levels 
scores for his country in 
the Davis Cup final tic 
agauist Sweden as he beats 
Mats Wilander in the first 
of the reverse singles. But 
final glory is Sweden's as 
Stefan Edberg recovers 
fi'om one set down to beat 
Michael Westphal in the 
last singles. 


Garry Kasparov refuses to 
defend his world chess title 
against Anatoly Kajrpov and 
says "there is nothing in 
the statutes of FIDE that 
requires the champion to 
play a revenge match.” 


AO DceemberThe 

Indian hockey team 
that will be competing in 
two four-nation tourna¬ 
ments at Dubai and Kuwait 
is stren^hened by the 
reinclusion of Zafar Iqbal. 


India hold centre-stage at 
the SAF Games, winning 
11 of the 17 golds con¬ 
tested on the day. This 
takes India’s medal tally to 
28 golds, 13 silvers and 3 
bronze. 


M DcewmiNir 

Michel Platini of 
France win his third suc¬ 
cessive 'Golden Ball’ tro¬ 
phy, awarded by France 
Football gett^ 127 points 
out of a possible 130. 
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ACROSS 

1. Nu Kartoff this, but a tennis player 
alright (5) 

2. This form of getting bowied has 
something to do with Rajiv Gandhi 
(5) 

4. Australian tennis player starts with 
Los Angeles (5) 

6. Perfect score (3) 

8. Ball in cricket which deviates on 
pitching (5) 

9. Not quite a starter, this East Ger¬ 
man swimming champion (5) 

10. When you are not ‘in’ in cricket (3) 

13. Kiwi bowler ends in Oxford Uni- 
versiN Press (5) 

14. This Australian batsman kept watch 
all night and finally struck a heavy 
weight! (1,4) 

15. Quite an appropriate setting for a 
Horatio-on-the-Bridge act, especial¬ 
ly If you are playing a Test in 
England (5) 

DOWN 

1. A beamer in cricket is often referred 
to as ‘this' bail (4) 

2. Babe Ruth came to be known as 
the Sultan of? (4) 

3. Nineteenth century boxer compris¬ 
es a ‘wager’ in between (7) 

5. Former manager of Jimmy Connors 
has an alternative in between (7) 

6. Form of Victory in a boxing bout (1, 

1 . 1 ) 

7. Court divider (3) 

11. Golf stroke ends in an indoor sport 

(4) 

12. Spanish hockey player has a 
maternal sounding in between 
(4) 


18-17, Good: 16-15, Fair: 


QUESTIONS 

1 Which IS the only football team in 
India to have won a major knock-out 
tournament outnqht for five con¬ 
secutive years’’ {Mention the year 
and the trophy! 

2. The teat referred to in Q. 1 reminds 
one of a parallel achievement by a 
European club Which one? Once 
again state the years and the name 
ofthe tournament. 

3. How many confederations operate 
within FIFA’’ Name them. 

4 ir* India where will one find a sports 
club named Don Bosco Oratory"’ 

b. In Argentina's 1982 World Cup soc¬ 
cer squad there was a plaver whose 
surname is the name of a well- 
known Spanish football side. What 
IS the surname. 

6 Did Francis D’Sou7a ever don India 
colours’’ If so when did he do it for 
the first time"’ 

7 When, for the first time did India 
send a women's swimming team to 
the Olympic Games’’ 

P Who IS the first wrestler to receive 
the Arjona Award’’ 

ANSWERS 
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Having started witn a 2b- 11 win against I 
the old nvals Scotland, England won trie. 
Camrose Trophy qu'tc easily. Bntains 
results in internalionai play recently 
have not been brilliant and I wonder if 
the post-mortem on the following deal is 
significant 

4 Q 6 3 2 
A K 7 5 4 

<.■ A K 9 5 

4» — 

♦ A J 5 4 
8 3 2 
'V to 6 3 
J 8 3 

# 9 

<<> J to 9 

J 8 7 4 

«?* K Q 7 5 2 

South was the dealer and East-West 
were vulnerable. With the cards lying 
well, North-South can ceriainly inake 10 
tricks in hearts and possibly 11 Yet the 
suit was not mentioned at oilfiet labfo 
this was the bidding wfien Scotland 
was North-South 

South West North East 

Goldberg Forrester Cuth- Brock 
pass 1C berlson pass 

pass pass dble 

South’s pass was ridiculous, m my 
opinion However, he managed to de¬ 
feat the contract by one trick At the 
other table; 


South West North East 

Arm- Duncan Kirby Short 

strong pass pass pass 

3C 

This also was one down, so Scotland 
gained 6 IMP 

Forrester wrote as follows in Popular 
Bridge. “Before anyone pours scorn on 
this type of opening (South's throe 
clubs) I can assure them it is a consis¬ 
tent point winner, provided you (a) have 
the nerve, (b) have the temperament to 
accept stupid results 

“Armstrong/Kirby have both, and the 
pressure put on the opponents paid off 
immediately on the next hand..." 

A player is entitled to make a peculiar 
bid trom time to time, but in the old days 
no one applauded when it went wrong 
Tnere was an occasion when John 
Collings. m the European Cham¬ 
pionship, responded four spades on Q X 
when his partner had opened three of a 
minor. Unlucky, his partner eventually 
sacrificed in seven spades Collings was 
drummed out of the team for several 
rounds! 


r\ I u o 

Q Q 6 
O Q 2 
A A in q a a 
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In the second and concluding extract from the book ‘Gubby 
Allen: Man of Cricket’, E.W. Swanton outlines Gubby Allen’s 
place in the broader canvas of the game. . .there is nothing 
whatever ordinary or anonymous about him,” Swanton writes. 
The book is published by Hutchinson Stanley Paul and priced 

at £12.95 only 


C I KNOW you—you very old fast 
I bowlah.' The subject of this 
I biography, after nlling his 
■ venerable but immaculate Eient- 
ley a time or two from the same 
‘quick-wash’ garage, was thus addres¬ 
s' by the young West Indian atten¬ 
dant. Once seen never forgotten, one 
might almost say. For there is nothing 
whatever ordinary or anonymous ab¬ 
out George Oswald Browning Alien. 

Let me support this proposition 
with a brief questionnaire. Who is the 
only man to have taken all ten wickets 
at Lord’s m a county match? Who is 
the only famous England cricketer 
never to have either scored a 
thousand runs or taken a hundred 
wickets in a season? Who reversed 
the natural order of things by being 
elected first, at a precocious age, to 
the Conunittee ofMCC, and 
appointed captain of England after¬ 
wards? 

Who. after the Second World War, 
tme day asked the MCC Comnuttee, 
What liave we ever done to help boys’ 
crickei? ' and then proceeded to set 
the whole national youth movement in 
train? Who is the only man ever to 
hold simultaneously the offices of 
chairman l est selectors, chair¬ 
man of th^iiowerful MCC Cricket 
Sub-Committee, and cliairman of the 
Umpires’ Committee? Who at an Im¬ 
perial Cricket Conference meeting in¬ 
itiated and l^ jj ^ eticcessful crusade 


against the dangerous evil of 
throwing? 

Who else? In every facet of his life 
Gubby has shown, above all, initiative 
and individuality—and in his many- 
sided labours for cricket 1 shall hope to 
show that his service lias been of 
unique value. Before we go any furth¬ 
er, though, why Gubby? Well, the 
third initial has never been in consis¬ 
tent use, but when it turned up briefly 
at Eton, boys began to call him 
Gobby. This soon—and mercifully— 
became Gubby. In the family he was, 
and is, always known as Obbie. He 
was not called George or Oswald or 
Browr^: he was christened George 
after his grandfather and earlier 



ancestors, Oswald after a godfather, 
and Browning after his godmother, 
who married a relation of the poet. 

Gubby it is then, and who has ever 
heard of another? 

Most followers of English cxicket 
know that Gubby is Australian by 
birth, not so many that he was a fourth 
generation Australian whose Great- 
great-grandmother emigrated to Au¬ 
stralia with his great-grandfather aged 
sisrteen in 1816, less than thirty years 
after the first colonists landed at 
Sydney. His parents brouj^t him to 
England at the age of six with an elder 
brother and a younger sister because 
his father had such respect for the 
English system of education. The 
Allens intended to return to Australia , 
but found English life so much to their j 
taste that they changed their minds 
and stayed. Gubby, it may be 
assumed, was thoroughly anglicized 
long before his schooling at Summer 
Fields and Eton was complete. 

After a happy and successful career i 
at Eton, and three appearances 
against Harrow at Lord’s. Gubby had 
two years at Cambridge, winning his 
place as a freshman in Hubert 
Ashton’s powerful 1922 side and tak¬ 
ing forty-nine wickets for the Uni¬ 
versity plus twenty-two more for Mid¬ 
dlesex in the vacatioa Hie following 
year he broke down in the University 
Match (having protested before it tliat 
itie was not fit), but he had forty-five 








more wickets for Cambridge, with a 
further twenty-two later for Mid¬ 
dlesex. His physique naturally grew in 
these two summers wherein he estab¬ 
lished himself for all to see as an 
all-round cricket of high potential. It is 
from this time that the balance as 
betweeq batting and bowling utility 
shifted towards the latter. One won¬ 
ders how many undergraduate bow¬ 
lers of genuine pace in modem days 
have taken ninety-four wickets for a 
university before their twenty-first 
birthday. 

He was, throughout his days as a 
cricketer, an amateur in the truest 
sense. His career came first, he loved 
playmg cricket as he had done from 
earliest boyhood, and now in his early 
years in the City the society life of 
lx)ndon opened up to him a world, far 
removed from his upbringing, by 
which he was ^eatly attracted. His 
clost:st Eton friends had been David 
Bowes Lyon, David Brand and Willie 
Hill-Wood. All doors indeed were 
open to him, and for a while cricket 
and the debs were sometimes conflict¬ 
ing attractions. However, when in the 
iate 1920s the chance of playing for 
England beckoned, the need for prac¬ 
tice and complete physical fitness took 
clear precedence. Between 1930 and 
1936 Gubby played in ten Tests at 
home as well as touring Australia with 
MCC in the Bodyline four of 1932-33. 
'Hien came the invitation to lead MCC 
in Australia in 1936-37 for what was 
hoped, and proved, to be a tour (o 
heal the scars of the one before. 

The pattern of Guljby's cricket 
through the 192Us (as it continued to 
be after he had won his first England 
cap in 1930) comprised a mixture of 
county and club matches. He could 
seldom get away for more than a week 
at a time, Middlesex enaeavouring to 
recruit him for their strongest fix¬ 
tures. Lancashire, for instance, were 
the reign^ing champions when on a 
plumb pitch at Lord’s in 1929 he took 
aU ten of their wickets for 40 runs. 
When a year later Larwood was unfit 
to play for England in the Lord's Test 
against Australia Gubby was brought 
in, and although against Bradman on 
the plumbest of pitches he suff^ered 
with the rest, it was a partnership of 
125 between A. P.F. Chapman and 
Allen for the sixth wicket that saved 
English pride when it had been badly 
shaken. Gubby in 1931 strengthened 
his Test credentials, also at Lord’s, by 
.making 122 against New Zealand and 


sharing in a record eighth wicket 
partnership of 246 with Leslie Ames. 
In the Second Test he took five for 14. 

He played less than usual and with 
only modest results for Middlesex in 
1932, and his choice to go with 
Douglas Jardine’s MCC side to Au¬ 
stralia in the winter attracted un¬ 
favourable press comment, not on the 
face of it unreasonable. His contribu¬ 
tion to England’s victory in the Body¬ 
line series liowcver vindicated the 
selectors' choice, and thereafter it 
came to be accepted tliat Ik- was 
sonietliing of a special case. 

No dissenting voices were rai.sed 
when he was chosen to lead MCC on 
their next tour of Australia in the 
winter ol 1936-37, for he had just led 
England to victory in the home Test 
series against India, and had enjoyed 
his fullest and most successful all¬ 
round season. Though he had never 
captained cither Eton or Cambridge 
leadership came naturally to liim, and 
the trials and difficulties common to all 
tours found Gubby in hts element. The 
captain never spared himsell, either 
on the field or ofl, and though it is 
inevitably remembered that this was 
the rubber that England lost after 
winnuig the first two Tests the suhse 
‘juent defeats should he seen more as 
a tnnniph for Don Bradman at the 
height ol his powers than as any 
positive failure on England’s part. 

(In the field Australia 1936-37 
marked his peak, Larwood having 
broken down following the 19.'12-3;{ 
tour, he was when fuUy attuned the 
best fast bowler in England. He was, 
at No. 7 or 8 in 1'est Matches, a 
valuable bat of orthodox method, and 
he was a more than ordinarily good 
close fielder. Now he had shown his 
leadership qualities both as a tactician 
and as a tactful and considerate hand¬ 
ler of men and situations on tour. 

Playing and committee-work coin- 


Once he was convinced, by 
photographic and other 
evidence, of the gravity of 
the throwing crisis, espe¬ 
cially in regard to Anglo- 
Australian relations, he 
never rested until he had 
recruited Sir Donald Brad¬ 
man to the couse. 


cided for many years on either side of 
the Second World War. Gubby was 
elected to the Middlesex Committee 
in 1931 when he was iwenty-nine, and 
to that of MCC in 1935 at the asto¬ 
nishingly youthful age of thirty-two. 
There was still plenty of good cricket 
in him in the early post-war years, and 
such was the dearth of young players 
that he w'as even persuaded to under¬ 
take, attheageoflorty-five, the 
leadership of the MCC team to the 
West Indies. He did not play his last 
first-class match until just short of his 
fifty-second birthday in 1954. 

The following .year he undertook 
the chairmanship of the Test selec¬ 
tors, and for the next twenty-one 
years, until he resif^ed the treasur- 
ership of MCC, his involvement in the 
governance of cricket was unceasing. 
His chairmanship of the selectors 
lasted seven, mostly successful, years 
between 1955 and 1961 inclusive. No 
International Cricket Conference over 
more than two decades was complete 
without him. Between 1964 and 1976 
from the local position of treasurer he 
guided the affairs of MCC in the 
tradition of his fircdecessors in that 
office. Lord Han is, Lord Hawke and 
H. S. Allham. He was President of 
MCC in 1963-64 and the next best 
thing ag<un eleven years later when in 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s second term 
in the post he was obliged to delegate 
most of his duties to the treasurer. 

In this latter penod (jubby could 
bring to whatever problem arose a 
breadi h of experience that no one else 
could match. In committee he has 
always been definite in his views and 
often trenchant in his expression of 
them. Though he has been known to 
alter his opinion—the diange of the 
LBW Law which, like most other 
people, he at first favoured, and, also 
like many others, now deplores is an 
example — he is not easy to convince, 
and he can cling like a limpet when a 
major issue is at stake, llie recent 
change in the constitution of the 
Cricket Council (which led him to 
resign as a matter of principle) is a 
charactenslic instance. Once he was 
convinced, by photo{^aphic and other 
evidence, of the gravity of the throw¬ 
ing crisis, esiiecially in regard to 
Anglo-Australian relations, he never 
rested until he had recruited Sir 
Donald Bradman to the cause. Be¬ 
tween tliem they found the answer. 

Strong men have been worn down 
by his tenacity in argument, espedally 
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when they h;i\ ■ trams to catch 
and they ha\ < ■ k 'un that for Gubby 
home is iht • •’ ••’ide of the flint wall 
thatflank^ i.aris Garden behind 

the pavilKi: ‘rd's. Perfectionists 

arenotaiv .i-asy people to live 
with, an'* - ‘'V has always been a 
perfect' whether in the Commit¬ 
tee l ‘ ' ! !-vjrd’s, or on the golf 

c< )i I • , wi iting the MCC Coaching 
}]■ . . iKlitigliis car or his roses, 

, !• rK I Hij; Ills dinner, or even descnb- 
iiig It! > lose anatomical detail his latest 
strain oi his last hip operation. (He 
has undergone five, as a legacy of his 
bowling, and today in his eighties, 
though he needs a bugf^ to get round 
tht' giiif (otirse, is walking better than 
for years, and without pain.) 

Considering his forthrightness of 
speech on most cricket matters it says 
much tiiat those holding contrary 
views have not as a rule taken off¬ 
ence. I'his IS because of his complete 
sincerity, and because he is no re¬ 
specter of persons. If he may give 
small change to the heav 7 weight the 
young are sure of his consideration— 
and any help they choose to ask for. 

He has been a good friend to any 
number of young cricketers. 

'fhere is moreover one important 
department of liis labour for cricket in 
which he has shown a much less 
assertive as{)ect of his personality 
tlian in others. This is his capacity as a 
selector, wherein all who served 
under him give the picture of a quietly 
judicial chairman, taking infinite trou¬ 
ble to ascertain tiie views of others, 
and so ensure that the claims of every 
likely player were carefully assessed 
as well as every factor of pitch and 
whether taken into account concern¬ 
ing the coming match. This impress¬ 
ion by his colleagues is amply con- 
finin-d by the minutes taken. Gubby’s 
guiding principle in selection was 
‘when in doubt, go for class'. Hence 
ilu' choice for Australia of the twenty- 
onc-year-old Colin Cowdrey: hence 
iln' successful recalls in successive 
Tests in 1956 of Cyril Washbrook, 

I »<ivid Sheppard and Denis Compton 
v. hii Ir enabk'd England to retain the 
Aslu's 

AltlKiugh he had always played a 
certain anmint of golf to a single¬ 
figure handteap it was not until Gubby 
gave up playfite club cricket and took 
on the selectors mantle at the age of 
fifty-two that he gave the game his 
serious, coOCentrated attention: and 
the adji-ctit^ are not chosen lightly. 

It . is a g’lirteral supposition among 



golfers that tlieir Mends are keenly 
interested in their last round, theii 
last extraordinary incident, crowning 
misfortune, or whatever. He was 
anything but an exception to this 
common trend, and it is recorded how 
one of his Stock Exchange partners 
and old friend, Denis Hill-Wood, was 
known to interrupt the flow of re¬ 
miniscence on a Monday morning and 
rule: ‘One hole, Gubby, one hole!’ 

G. A. Hill, a Walker Cup golfer and 
another old friend, recalls how Gubby, 
playing with him at Muirfield, holed his 
second stroke at the first hole, which 
is 449 yards from the medal tee, with 
a five iron. He thinks the wind must 
have been behind. The second mea¬ 
sures 349 yards. He played his second 
with an eight iron. Again the pitch was 
dead straight. It hit the pin. ran round 
the rim of the hole and finished an inch 
or two away. Alec describes him as 
'for a short period in middle age damn 
good’. He also tells how when they 
were travelling together Gubby qual¬ 
ified some anecdote by adding, ‘But 
that was before 1 became good. ’ Alec 


laughed so much he had to stop the 
car. Gubby was inclined to make 
remarks like this, tongue in check. 

^0 was mocking whom, we wonder. 
Gubby was elect^ late in life to ffie 
Oxford and Cambridge Golfing Socie¬ 
ty, that exclusive company largely 
confined to blues. At die time he was 
playing off a handicap of four and at the 
age of fifty-nine he represented the 
Old Etonians in the Halford-Hewitt 
Cup. Just as at cricket he developed a 
sound batting method and a technically 
correct bowling action, so at golf he 
practised hard to perfect a go^ 
swing. He was perhaps unique in 
being convinced that he could still 
improve his game when in his sixties. 

I venture another golf story since it 
is so characteristic both of Gubby and 
his old crony, the legless Sir Douglas 
Bader. Playing Royal St 

George’s one day in a strong wind off 
the sea Douglas on the high tee at the 
seventh was hit by a gust at the top of 
the back-swing, lost fts balance and 
fell. Gubby stepped forward to pick 
him up whereat Douglas, who Mted 
being hclfied and invariably declined to 
be, lymg on the ground, struck out at 
him with his driver. His opponent 
jumped clear but was not amused, 
saying. Til never try and help you 
again.’ 

Years passed and they were playing 
the Berkshire. At the fourteen^ hole 
on the Blue Course the great airman 
hooked into the trees, found a difficult. 
lie, and as he played his stroke 
somehow got his legs crossed and 
capsized. Whereat there followed: 

’Gubby, come and puD me up, will 
you?’ 

‘No, get yourself up.’ 

’1 can’t.’ 

*If you don’t get up you lose the 
match.’ 

Impasse. One couple went through 
them, then another. Then: 

Til help you up if you apologize for 
striking at me at Sandwich. ’ 

‘All right, damn you. ’ 

In the club-house afterwards those 
who had passed through and asked 
what had been going on were told ‘We 
were only having a discussion. ’ Neith¬ 
er incident was referred to again until 
a month or so before Douglas died 
when they were playing the same 
hole. He asked Gubby if he remem¬ 
bered, adding ‘You know 1 never 
meant to hit you’. The memory of this 
touches Gubby, who had become very' 
fond of him. But talk about an kresisti- 
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bte force meeting an immovable ob¬ 
ject! 

There are other aspects of Cubby's 
fife which will merit attention as his 
story unfolds in detail He had. not 
least, a hif^y interesting and re- 
^nsible war service, starting as a 
'Territorial soldier, being attached to 
the RAF, and gravitating later to the 
War Office where he worked in Milit¬ 
ary Intelligence liaising with the 
Americans in the field of enemy anti¬ 
aircraft defence. He had flown at his 
own request on a bombing mission 
over Germany at a time in 1941 when 
this was a particularly testing exer¬ 
cise. His job at tlie time was the 
briefing of pilots on enemy ‘flak' and 
he wanted to see things at first hand. 
At Bomber Group he met and formed 
a friendship with ‘Bomber’ Harris. He 
visited Italy at the Americans’ re¬ 
quest, and watched the battle for 
Monte Cassino over a tete-a-tete 
luncheon on a liill-top with ‘Alex’, a 
fnend of pre-war days and new tlte 
Cummander-in-Chief. To his horror 
the great man spread a wliite tablec¬ 
loth. ‘What about aircraft?’ Cubby 
a.sked. ‘Oh, don't bother about them.’ 

It IS in Cubby's nature to enjoy being 
'll) the know’, and luckily fot liim liis 
liaison aptitude was made good use of. 
He ended the war .as a Lieut-Colonel, 
decorated by the .Americans with the 
Legion of Merit. 

It is inevitable that so strong a 
personality, having held so many posi¬ 
tions of authority from boyhood to old 
age, will have aroused dislike m some, 
perhaps a reluctant toleranc«> in 
others. In earlier years, when he was 
making his mark as a cricketer and 
simultaneously working hard to earn a 
living, there were contemporaries and 
rivals who resented his having been, 
or at least seeming to be, the favoured 
son of Lord's, and in particular the 
protege of Plum Warner, who be¬ 
tween the wars was the most influen¬ 
tial figure in the councils of MCC. 
Warner had known Cubby’s cricket 
■from his Eton schooldays, and the fact 
tlwt his belief in Gubby was alnriost 
invariably justified by results did not 
disarm those with other axes to grind. 
There has always been, too, a certain 
ambivalence in county cricket circle.s 
in respect of ‘Lords'. For some people 
and at some periods ‘love-haie' 
perhaps describes the feeling—and for 
all his adult fife the name of G. 0. Allen 
has in the mind of foitowers of cricket 
of every degree personified Lord’s 
'and MCC. 



With Sir Aubrey Smith 
(right), Hollywood actor 
and English cricketer. Aged 
73, he took a slip catch oft 
GOA! 


He is a man to whom no one reacts 
negatively. He has always been sur¬ 
rounded by a circle of fond friends who 
have encouraged his remiiuscences, 
pulled his leg. and told stones about 
him probably adding a bit of spice for 
good measure. 1'hcy have been and 
still are, of all ages and from all walks 
of life, eminent or humble. Then there 
are those still very close to cricket 
with whom he has worked both in the 
coaclung field under the banner of the 
National Cricket Association (of which 
he was the virtual founder) and in the 
administration of Middlesex. No one 
ever seeks his advice in vain, or ge ts 
it in other than very precise terms. 

No general sketch would be com 
plete vnthout mention ( f Gubby as a 
remiitiscer and raconteur. There he 
sits in the committee room in the 
nght-iiand chair with the television 
nearby, conversing on every aspect ol 
cricket which he or others iiiay initiate 
and finding an apt story from liis own 
experience wherein he may well be 
the central figure. Is he too nuxlest, 
when encouraged to tell of his many 


moment s ot glory with bat and ball? 
Well, frankly no, and his hearers don’t 
expect liim to be. To steer the talk 
into likely channels is all part of the 
game—of which he is weB aware. Are 
not most reminiscent artists apt to 
dwell on the stories of their success, 
anyway? And if as the tale unfolds we 
recognize tliat we’ve heard this one 
before, what matter? It is well told, 
and the narrator is obviously getting 
much pleasure from the recounting. 
Moreover if he talks a lot—something 
common to most bachelors—he can 
also be a sympathetic listener to 
anyone who gains his respect. Lord 
Home, a friend since boyhood, under¬ 
lines this among his vu’tues. ■A;|tood 
listener,' he says, adding, ‘once he 
starts!’ 

The house in Grove End Road the 
other side of the Harris Garden at first 
gives no clue to the abiding interest of 
its owner. Some coloured prints of 
Eton decorate the ground-floor 
rooms. A photographTori a sidetable of 
Sir Robert Menzies, splendidly 
arrayed in the robes of the Order of 
the Thistle and with an affectionate 
inscription, adds distinction to the 
drawing-room An oil painting of his 
fathei looks benignly from the stairs, 
dressed as the Commandant ol the 
Special Constabulary. A print of Wav- 
er'.s laU*st pauiiing of Lord’s, the 
mount signed by fellow England cap¬ 
tains, hangs on the first-floor landing. 

Only on admission to Cubby’s lied- 
room IS there some evidence to suji- 
port the comment ol his sister, Lady 
Dickson, that in his later years he 
became ‘married to cricket’. He is 
photographed with Percy Chapman, 
going out .after lunch to continue their 
great partnersliip against Australia. 
There are the team groups ol the two 
tours ol Australia. He and Leslie 
Ames are marching forth to continue 
their record partnership against New 
Zealand. There is that best of all 
action photographs, ot Gubby airborne 
just after delivery to Stan McCabe. 
And there is a frame which shows two 
SIenes from tlie Brisbane lest: of 
Gubtiy jumping out to O’Reilly, and 
Don Hiadman after having been 
caught off him in the slips for 0. 
‘Funny,' he says, ‘that it should have 
taken a famous golfer. Roger 
Wethered. to make the point that not 
many fieople in the same match can 
have hit the best bowler in the world 
for six and got out the world's best 
batsman for a duck.' 

Noteworthy indeed, but scarcely 
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England vs Australia at Lord's, 1930 The players (from left- Tate, Duckworth, Chapman, 
Duleep, Robins, GOA and Sandhom) being presented to King George V 


niori- st> than U) see, below these 
pk'toiial reinmtlers of great days pa.st, 
on the top of a book-shelf runtring the 
whole breadth of the room, in neat 
pile.s assembled the agendae and mi¬ 
nutes to eoutless Lord's meetings, all 
dressed from the left in eorrect order. 

When I once, in the sort of banter¬ 
ing exchange only possible among old 
friends, told lum he was a h>'|H)chon- 
driacjil megalomaniac he seemed 
rather tickled with the phrase and 
perhaps even set about living up to it. 
If there are elements of conceit in his 
make-u() there are also streaks of 
modesty and .sclf-criticisrn. Though he 
is naturally a member of all the best 
cricket clubs he will only rarely wear 
even an MCC tie. and seems to 
rt'son'e the Kngland Ue (or Test 
Matches. He was ahrays a quiet 
drt'sser. The members of the Eton 
Society, the exclusive institution 
known as Pop, were and are still 
conspicuous by a traditicmal finery 
including gorgeofis brocaded waist¬ 


coats and sponge Ki,.; ti ousers. chance allegedly given in the Eton— 

Photographs .show him with a ,-,ober Winchester of IPUl off (iubby’s bowl- 
waistcoat above dark trousers. He ing to .Alec at first slip by John Guise, 
thought the full ng wa-- too much ol a who went on to make 278. The blame, 

good thing. He is lai iroin being we listeners lelt, lay rather between 

ostentatious, and ha-' little tune lor Mervvm Hill, still-hddJing with his 

those who can hr' so dt nbed. gloves, and the bowler who ran up 

Though he has siien* s< > much time in before the wicket-keeper was ready 

the limelight it’s fair 'o sa\ he has rather than w'ltb the fielder whose 

never sought it. despairing dive just touched the ball as 

When the television v overage it flew for 4. Never mind, Eton, 

turns, by the wav, to racing tiubby is despite f iuise’s historic innings, won 

all attention. It is yet .mother unusual in the end quite easily- -and Cubby 

thing about him that lie m a close and with nine for 94 had a splendid match, 

tlie slightly diflt'reni \ t rsions of a The Long Kooin ei hoed to much 

laughter, that night, and for a com¬ 
pany to whom the fellowship tradition¬ 
al to cricket came as second nature it 
was a party the memory of which 
would lighten the days ahead. 

'fhere was an admirable television 
interview' during the tea interval of the 
Lord's Test against Pakistan a few' 
days later wherein Peter West drew 
out of his subject a singularly modest 
version of the high points in his playing 


When I once told him he 
was a hypochondriacal 
megalomaniac he seemed 
rather tickled with the 
phrase and perhops even 
set about living up to it. 






Book Ex i rac r 



A ■ 






-Vi'-' 
' “■ •’''■» ,t:.' ■■' ■ -i 



^. - If V •/' ,. ■:> i if .:,. ■, •. ' -,. ■■ 

■•'■ ' ' -• ■* .-"1-'..' . *SrV*f 




'"'S 






Gubby Allen (sitting centre) with the side he took to Australia in 1936-37. Having won two 
Tests, England looked poised to win the Ashes, before losing the next three 


career. Then they talked of adminis¬ 
tration; what was las most influential 
contribution? Gubby said that his part 
in starting, just after the wai, the 
national movement to help and en¬ 
courage the young was the thing that 
had brought Irim most pride. His chief 
regret? Undoubtedly his support for 
the change in the old LBW law. 
Whatever picture cricket-loving view¬ 
ers looking in that day might liave 
imagined of tlie men of powder in 
cricket, this octogenarian seemed to 
be tlie antithesis of the cartoonist’s 
idea of the reactionaiy old Lord’s 
regular follower of racing who now 
never has a Iret. A betting book exists 
to prove he used to have more than an 
occasional flnttet-v-but the last entry 
is dated 1935! 

On 31 July 1982 came < iiiLtiy s 
eightieth birthday, an oo asi'Ti which 
tlie MCC Committee decided should 
be celebrated by a dinner in the Long 
Room after the pattern of the only 
other known to have been held there 


in honour of an individual. It w'as given 
tor Plum Warner back in 1953. Gub¬ 
by's was, literally, a glittering affair 
illumined by the picture-lights and the 
candles on the round tables. Groups of 
friends wore seated together. An 
illustrious array of Test cncketors ol 
all generations attended. The cnckot 
establishment, naturally, was fully 
represented. 

Tlie toast of the evening wa.s prop¬ 
osed in a characteristically light, 
whimsical vein by Lord Home, the 
guest of honour replying with becom¬ 
ing modesty. Tlie company enjoyed 


Lastly, yes, he is a boche- 
lor. He has always enjoyet 1 
feminine compony. But 
was it that the perfectionist 
in him took over? Did any¬ 
one quite measure up? 


member. 'I'he eightieth milestone for 
some niiglit have been the moment to 
bow out from active involvement. But 
not for Mr Cricket, 'fhere were major 
issues to be resolved, as well as 
scripts for new coaching films to be 
written, the Middlesex 2nd XI to keep 
an eye on, and much else. Rather, it 
seemed that tthe affectionate regard 
sun ounding the birthday gave him a 
fresh imjietus. 

Listly, so far as this opening sketch 
IS concerned, yes. he is a bachelor. 

He has .ilways enjoyed feminine com- 
paiiv and made a number of lasting 
fnendsliips. As for romantic attach¬ 
ments tile family tell of several of 
\i Such they had high hopes. In one or 
i w •) (It h> 'iwise favourable cases 
m.-j ifi tlie lady was not available. Or 
v\ re- it that in the end the pertectionist 
in inn; took over? Did anyone quite 
measure up? There are scraps of 
evidence in the pages tliat follows. 

But to any gentle probing on this an 
enigmatic smile is the only answer. 
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OHH leiiri 

'I when 

CD the cliiK 

.(winter 

htushed ’ 

(Ills of 

Eiiroju, 

■lie first 

inadc':- ■ ' 

■ iii-rsell as 

a leoii' , 

\nd 1 mis 

.-eti till , 

' li only to 

bi-iiii: 

.1 friend a 

fofit 1 

1 Virginia 

W'.m' ■ Ml 

I'.llv. decided 

l!’-' ’ ..uc 

of life was 


.ii!< loo hfclic tor 


! , 

I t'l.-iiiilii l);i(:k on a July 
i.ni lioit year, when I 
vv.i- •"! .ure about whether 
! ' it ell a I bird round 

•>/ ..ok tion inaleli between 
Mu! Ilia Navratilova and 
r. inna HunKe on the one 
iMi'.'l. (II I’ain Shriver and 
v iiMinia \Va(l<‘ on the other 
Hit- Wade bhtivet iiMtch 
j tv.i> .1 riooi- eneouoli-r, 
iiiouy.hl Itii'waid bee.iuse of 
I ilii' lai t that several ;ilaviiu' 

' ti'/Ui’s had lieeri lost iltie to 
lain and Irid litiht. I • leeled 
; to wall 1' 'lie mat' h le.itur- 
I my, die Ui'iosli M. teraii who 
1 wanned IIk Ik .11 1 ' of liei 
: t Ounli'MiH n b\ winniny 
' Wimbledon m the eounlr\'s 
iiiiiili e \eai. 11177. 

1 tva' ,i'lad 1 1 ‘hose to 
alleinl tiiat inad h. bee.rase 
! : ','.ili;'>e iiow dsit It vs as the 
iai I time she [ilased on 
; imbletlon V t\n I. I'ittini!!y. 
i the m.iti h v\.i; plaved on 
i t. e'lin t'oun but beeanse 
■ It \v.i-- si'lii'diiit il s(i earlv, 
till' staiuls weie less th<ui 
I tiatl lull and the |iress hox 
t om-pieii nml^ ileserli'd. 

j 

; Mis-, Wade was un- 
^ seeded, ,tyed ild and barely 
i i.iiie ilavs a\va\ horn her 
, !oi tiet li I'll I lid.n . I’am 
dil'ivel was seeded filth, 
it-’i'd .71’ and three days 
I .i\\ IV tuiei liei iwentv thud 
i liiiilid.iv 'iet. when plav 
1 lit esii',. \ ou wouh.l have 
i lieeii li.iia pit'ssed lo tell 
I that ii’Cir v\.is ,1 ynli of 
I sever.n-eii et\u,iiui a 
1 vdiole yt iii'r.'iioii separat 
i nil the two piaveis The 
i .vinene.m look the first set 
! tv liul lu'i opponent fame 
I tiavl. with .1 strony 7-5 
I second .set iind all of a 


sudden, the seeded yirl 
was ni sfinie irouhle against 
the veteran. 

! couldn’t help thinking 
back on what had happened 
on an outside court at 
W’lmhledon tlie previous 
yeai. 1984. liriseeded. 
Miss Wade had btillered 
filth seed Zina (larrison 
with it 7 .0 third .set faren’t 
the oldliniers supposed to 
collaftse in the third set of a 
singles match?) tind then 
given Sweden's Carina 
Karlsson a bight in the 
third round With the third 
set ot the Kiirlsson-Wadv 
inaleh going t'l tweiiiv 
g.ililes, the ((lurlsitk' gievv 
piogressivi'lv crowded, hut 
it vviis tiK' younger girl who 
cvf'itii.illv pulled thuiugli 
hv the pioverbiai w'liiskei. 
cliiHliiiig the third set 1T9 
.ind tasting her evt's to the 
heavens as if ulU'iing a 
spoMlant'tius iiiiiver of 
thanks lo stune Nordii 
gods 

'!'he nieniory of those 
two m.iiches must h;ive 
haunted Shriver toti as hei 
19.H.I thud round went into 


the third set. This time, 
there were no miracles and 
Virgiiuii Wade, playing lier 
7().5th singles match at 
W'imbledon. hit ;i hackliand 
return tif st'rvc over the 
baseline to give Shriver the 
matth. The post match 
press conference was 
altogether dilhTent from 
the usual fare .'>s tlie gra¬ 
cious losci explained how 
slic had iil.iyed hei first 
Wimblt'don iti the dist.'int 
piisl (it 71 summers pre¬ 
vious. 

She liiul (ome down- 
staiis o.iilv !hat morning, 
t'l havi lilt .ikla-^i .iiid leave 
lol SI hoifl lv.it beioie she 
w:is hallw'.o' down tiu' 
sl.uis. ,lu- \i.- ,ifi t.itliei 
ealtnig oul , !•< t,timed 

the new .ji.iiH';. tli,.t die 
l;i\e.u-oi(i v.-.i'. sehedi.led 
t'l make Ik'i Winitilefloii 
dehui tii.'il (t.iy 1x11001. il 
vviis obvious, vvoukl have to 
be releg.iled to tlie liiiek 
seal lor the d;iv. As slit' 
siniggled to (.ontrol hei 
nerves, slm tfialied the 
iiumbei Ilf hei school and 
asked loi I he headmis¬ 


tress. Leave for the day 
was not granted easily and 
the young pr! had to ex- 
pliiin the importance of 
playing at Wimbledon. 
Eventually, the headmis- 
tress relented and granted 
her pupil the day off. Half 
loking. she said “1 suppose 
you'll be playing on Centre 
Court" and was stunned to 
heat tlu' voice on the other 
end of the line saying “Yes. 
in tact 1 am". It was no 
exaggeration. Virginia 
Wade, leenaged schoolgirl, 
was |)laying where only the 
greatest had proved their 
w'orth. 

That press conference 
was more of a party than 
anything else. It went on 
anil on as she told us that 
she had no regrets about 
having lost to Shriver. “1 
cannot feel sad." she said in 
that tviiically clipped, clear 
actent. “I've had more fun 
• mi of lennm and out of 
pkivmg Wimbledon, with all 
the e.xcitement and emo¬ 
tion, than probably anybody 
else." Would she be hack in 
ItWi'i for her twenty-fifth 
■^lraIghl Wimbledon? She 
smiled and said something 
about .issessiiig her coin- 
pelitive mstincls tirsl. .And 
then, as she was finally 
getting up to go. some of 
the British journalists 
asked her to wait. As she 
wrinkled hot brow in asto¬ 
nishment, waiter entered 
the room with champagne 
and glasses. She broke into 
delighted laughter, 
accejited the champagne 
and then jioured drinks for 
all those jvresent belore 
making iier last gracious 
Wimbledon exit. It was 
probably the first time 
champagne had been 
served at a W'imbledon 
press conlerence. As 1 was 
telling you, it was more of a 
party. 

An extraordinary lady. 
And unusuallv popular. 
Now you know w'hy people 
all over the world refer to 
her proudly as “our Ginny”. 

David .McMahon 


An extraordinary lady. And unusually popular. 
Now you know why people all over the world call 
her‘Our Ginny’ 









Azharuddin’s maiden test 
on an Australian tour 



Am man 
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TAKE COUNT 



Consider the many features of the 
value-packed Ind-Suzuki AX~100 


It's got everything you want 

A throbbing 8.25 bhp engine. 
An electrifying pick-up that puts 
you ahead and keeps you 
ahead. Combined with excellent 
fuel economy. And looks that 
are excitingly different 

To top it all, it's got comfort. It's 
light and easy to handle. And 
needs very little looking after. 


Thousands of proud owners all 
over India say there's nothing 
better. 

Ind-Suzuki AX-100. Light but 
tough. Powerful yet sleek. 
Every way you look at it - a 
sensation. Experience it! 


The Ind-Suzuki advantage 

• Power-packed 8.25 bhp 
engine 

• Sleek and lightweight: 
88 kilos 

• Smooth 4-speed gears 

• Independent lubrication 



iND-stneuKi 

fINOTOItCVCUBS 

UIMITKD 

22/1 M G Road 
Bangalore 560 001 


iMD-SUZUKI AX too 


The sure winner 




'SML 171 O’ 


















Shastri left-hander 
and r^t-hiuider 







Iff you’re over 18, 
and have stopped growing, 
hut are still not as taU as 
you’d Uke to be, INSTA'HEIGHT 
guarantees to increase 
your height upto 15 cms. 


"INSTA-HEICHT. is a new, safe and 
scientific method of s-t-r-e-t-c-h-i-n-q- 
your body to increase your piesont 
height Peimanently Tliousands of 
men and women m the USA fiave 


reported height gams of uplo IS cms 


by following this revolutionary new 
hei'jht incieasing method 1 am not 
surprised 1 have thorougtily maivsed 
INSTA.flFIGHT. Unlike other so-tMlled height 
improvements methods I can fully endorse 
INSTA-HIJlCflT and say it works Effectively 
and permanently" 



Dr.(MislD.U. GIANANl 

TAU MEN AND WOMEN DOMINATE OTHERS ! 


You lire- ludqetl by your lootts ' Often, youi whole careei 
depends on the first impiession you cieate Look around you 
and see for youis°lf, most people who are successful have the 
added .ii.set of a tall arid imposing personality 


INCREASE YOUR CHANCES FOR SUCCESS ! 


The taller a person, the, more easily he seems to roach aoctal 
success, love, sports, jobs and other pleasures, You too. can now 
enjoy the benefits of being tall. 

Whether you are 18 or 30. you can still possess the tremendous 
assets of a striking figure [ust 2 weeks aflei going triiouqh 
and practising this simple step-by-step course, you will he 
able to gam as much as 5 cms to 15 cms, in height Thousands oi 
men and women m America have experienced phenomenal 
heighi increases by following the revolutionary new 
[NSTA-HOGHT method 


SPECIAL 7-OAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE ! 


INflTA-HElGHT {a division of Business Development Associates) 
3/30b Navjivari Society, Lamington Road. Bombay 400 008 

Please rush me your Insta Height programme immediately under your 
one week guarantee period If I am not satisfied I understand 
I can return it within a week for a full lefund (less packing and 
postage)—no questions asked,Please tick □ appropriate box. 

□ I am enclosing Rs. 27 (Plus Rs. 3) by cheque/Bank Oraft.'l P 0 

□ Money Order for Rs 30 sent (M. 0. No.-dated - - ) 

□ I am not enclosing any money but shall pay postman Rs. 30 on 
delivery by V P P. 



msu-BiieET I 

GUARANTEED HEIGHT INCREASE ” 
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Letfeks To Thk Editor i 


Sunny never 
sets 


IF peojile still rlon’t believe that Suiul 
Gavaskar is the best opening batsman 
around, they lertainly know verv little 
about cricket, lie has scored more 
runs in Test cricket than anyone else, 
more hundreds than anyone else, 
more fifties than any other Test 
cricketer and has played more Tests 
than anyone else. What more could 
anyone ask for? It is true that he is not 
one of the more popular players 
around. It is also true tliat very often 
he has put himself before his team. 

But this should not detract from the 
fact that he is still the best. It is also 
apparent that he has Indian cricket at 
heart. Though he finds it fat more 
difficult to open now as his reflexes 
have slowed down considerably and 
quite obviously he sees the ball lati-, 
he has agreed to open the innings. 

Lets hope he keeps playing the game 
as only he knows and continues lo 
score many more runs lor India and 
liimself. 

S. m’SSAlN. 

•Dibnifiarl]. 

Matchless 

1 BEAD with interest Mudar I'alliery 
a's 'Freewheeling’onthfc Tied Test in 
your magazine some issues back. 

Being .in old man now, it brought back . 
many memories of Frank Worrell, 

Gary Sobers. Wes Hall and Richie 
Benaud. I had the good fortune of 
watching them in action when they 
came down to India during various 
junctures of their career. Wouldn’t it 
be interesting to Jind out whether any 
reader, Indian or otherwise, was 
actually present at the Woolloongabba 
on 14 December I960? 

ANILKR. CHAITEI^EE. 

Calcutta. 

Most interesting! Is there any 
reader who was there in Brisbane 
around December 1960? Would 
he care to write in for the benefit 
of cricket lovers? 

Keep the Nationals 
national 

EFFORTS were being made to in¬ 
clude Cheenia Okerie and janishid 
Nasirri in the Bengal team for the 
Nationals. Hov/ someone could have 
thought of getting permission for two 


foreign players to play for a slate, oik 
fails lo understand. Tlic first argu¬ 
ment in favour of not allowing the two 
talenti'd strikers to participate in the 
Nationals is that if they are allowed to 
do so, then they would be entitled lo 
play tor the country. Tliis would 
obviously not be jKissible as they are 
not Indian citizens and can therefore 
not represent a country only because 
they reside in it. The other argument 
in this connection would be that they 
■would be depriving two young players 
troin Bengal Iroin representing their 
slate .ind thereby gaining some ex¬ 
perience and exposure. If foreigners 
are allowed to participate in the 
Nationals it would soon become a 
tounlament dominated by players 
from otlu.-r countries. 

CM'TAMDEY. 
t ahvita. 

Good guy, bad guy 

IAN BOTHAM is possibly the most 
exi iting cricketer to have ever played 
'lest cricket. Charismatic, successful 
and exceptionally tiflented--—Botham 
has always been in the news. As far as 
cnckel goes he is any captain’s dream, 
as a perstm to please, he is a captain’s 
nightmare. 

()n the cricket ground his perform¬ 
ance graph n^ads—9;i catches. 34,'I 
wickets and 4409 runs. Off the field he 
has been involved in iiummerable 
court cases, a physical throat on 
Henry Bloteld. legal action against 
Tht; Mail, as well as clashes with 
players of his own loam as well his 
opponents. 1 )rugs. drunk driving. 
‘Walking for a Cause’ —Botham has 
been involved with all sorts of things. 
He has even played soccer of sorm- 
standard. He is an all-rounder in the 
true sense of the word. Everything 
seems to come to him naturally, even 
charit>’. 

SAPIAKSIJIHISWAS. 

Calcutta. 

Attention readers! 

Last week (1 January issue), this 
magazine carried an article by 
Ashis Ray In which he men¬ 
tioned how the Indians In Au¬ 
stralia, press and the players, 
spent time between Intervals of 
rain choosing their best-ever In¬ 
dian eleven. Readers are Invited 
to do their own bit of jugglery 
and send in their selection at the 
earnest. Letters ^ould marked 
‘Beat Eleven’, care Sportaworld, 

6 Prafulla Sarkar Street. Calcutta 
700001. 



First stop Adelaide 

Nikhil Bhattacharya ‘shoots’ the first Test 
between India and Australia 
























Bruce Reid prepares to confuse. But shouldn’t Gavaskar have prepared himself to walk down a little, 
pointed out an observer. Backing up, to use the right word... 







Time for rest, (from left: Ritchie, Matthews, Mery Hughes and Ray Bright) stretch their iegs. 
Merv Hughes iooks asieep...wait, he seems to be signing an autograph book 







Gavaskar glides on his way to a hundred 


...then ducks 


A bird’s eye view of Craig McDermott charging in 
to bowl 


Almost a breakback! Azharuddin manages to get 
out way of a McDermott flier 
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Hell hath no fury like a Kapil Dev 

denied! 

India beat Australia in Melbourne...almost. Ashis Ray files 

his despatch 


H I LI, ii.itlin(»furylikea 
K;ipil I Vv denied! I)is- 
I inii'Mii.i' all norms of crick- 
: etmj.'(liplomacy, the Indian 
. caplaiii. .liter ram had rob- 
lied Imli.i of a certain vic- 
i ioi \ in the second Test at 
: thr Melhoume Cricket 
I (rri'iiiid. accused the two 
i iiiniiires in the match, Ray 
islierwood and Dick 
; KreiRii. in no uncertain 
tei ins of being responsible 
, lot the tourists not obtain- 
. ing a win. 

; Would India have gone 
i one up in the series had the 
j umpiring been better, this 
i correspondent asked Kapil 
I Dev? He answered in one 
; word: ‘Definitely’. Indeed, 

I he cited sevc'ral instances 
, ol bad decisions in the tie 
: going against India, includ- 
; nig Alan liorder. his oppo- 
i site number, not being 
gi\en out caught at slip 
when he was lii? on the 
' lillh and (inal morning—he 
I well! on the scort' Ifi!!— 

; and Dave (lilbeil, the num- 
I bet eleven balsilian who 
! iniporiantly enough helped 
; .Xu'.ir.ilia to occupy the 
i cu ase lot an extra two 
I houi Ill the process ot 
■ winch the last wicket pair 
I le.ilised 77 runs and in- 
j ii('.i-.cd the target tor India 
b\ tiialmuch, getting the 
benetil in an appeal for a 
catch ,ii forward short leg. 

K.ipi! Dev went on to 
desenhe the uminres as 
■patlu'tu and while not re- 
soriing (o'he woid 
‘blast'd', cle.iiiv sugjjjjpled 
tliev had been so heomse, 
aiiording to the Indian 
helm-.maii, all the ‘t^ 
take-t' ti.id been dirc^TCed 

i 


against the visitors. 

Relations between the 
Indian and Australian sides, 
by no means cordial in the 
current series, plummelted 
to a new low with Border 
taking up cudgels for the 
officials and saying: "A cou¬ 
ple of decisions might have 
gone our way, but really 
people in glass houses 
shouldn't throw stones.” 
(An obvious reference to 
Indian umpiring). 

Indeed after the inci¬ 
dents of ‘sledging’ in the 
first 1'est at Adelaide, the 
mood on the eve ol the final 
Test at Sydney was one of 
rather open mutual hos¬ 
tility. 

More seriously, howev¬ 
er, there was virtually a 
public split within the Indian 
side about what Kapil 
should or should not liiive 
said. The touring manager. 
Srinivasa Venkataragha- 
vaii, not only apologised in 
print to the Australian 
Cricket Board and the 
umpires concerned (which 
was the right thing to do), 
but issued a rejoinder in no 
unambiguous terms to 
Kapil's statement, and 
more surprisingly, 
appeared to dissociate (he 
entire team from the cap¬ 
tain's remarks, thus leaving 
the leader of the side alone 
in one corner. In fact, 
Venkat's reaction to Sport- 
.‘.-wor/d about there being 
‘an element of truth’ in 
what Kapil had said was 
not, seemingly, earned by 
:i single Australian paper. 

For a start, it is a mana¬ 
ger's duty to be present at 
each and every press con¬ 


ference addressed by his 
captain Venkat failed in this 
assignment, and therefore, 
must take part of the blame 
for Kapil’s outburst and 
overreaction. Later, of 
course, Venkat and Sunil 
Gavaskar, the senior pro, 
helped their younger col¬ 
league draft the captain’s 
official report on the umpir¬ 
ing to the ACB. which with¬ 
out mentioning names is 
said to have conveyed the 
Indian team’s gross dis¬ 
appointment over the su¬ 
pervision in the second 
Test. 

But what ol the match 
itself? It began, in fact, on 
no less a controversial 
note. Some (juite naked 
negligence had gone into 
the preparation of the wick¬ 
et. The three days of sun¬ 
shine that preceded the 
game was not taken advan¬ 
tage of because of the 
M<.;G authorities’ reluct¬ 
ance to pay over-time to its 
ground-staff. As a result, 
when the mid-aftemoon 
heat would assist in drying 
up the damp pitch, it lay 
covered by tarpaulin. In¬ 
deed. the Australian team 
lodged a protest about the 
wicket as early as lunch¬ 
time on the first day, lead¬ 
ing to the referee of the 
match. Bob Parish, in¬ 
specting the track with a 
panel of experts after 
stumps that day. 

The most wicket, of 
course, suited India fine, 
especially since they won 
the toss and inserted Au- 
‘stralia. Unfortunately for 
India, however, their slow 
bowlers—Ravi Shastri 


(accurate but not aggres¬ 
sive), Shivlal Yadav (good 
but not in the same class as 
some of his predecessors) 
and Laxman Sivaramakrish- 
nan (exciting but erratic)— 
exhibited their skills below 
par. They were also let 
down by some butter- 
fingered work close to the 
wicket. And as a consequ¬ 
ence. permitted Australia 
to get to 2(i2 in the first 
innings w'hen a total of no 
more than 150 ought to 
have been allowed. 

Only Border had really 
the calibre and experience 
to hold out in the difficult 
circumstances of balls turn¬ 
ing, skidding and jumping in 
a most alarming tashion. 

But he wont early, offering 
a return catch to .5iva off a 
lull-toss after w'liich Greg 
Matthews, quite accus¬ 
tomed to ‘turners’ at his 
home ground of the Sydney 
Cricket Ground, put up a 
valiant show getting not 
only his second Test hun¬ 
dred of the season and of 
his career, but doing so 
with the aid of tailenders 
for the second-half of his 
knock. Matthew’S was un¬ 
beaten on exactly a hun¬ 
dred, had scored 74 of the 
last 84 runs of the Austra¬ 
lian venture, farmed the 
bow’ling beautifully, and, 
last but not the least, 
looked perfectly safe. Of 
course, he was not called 
upon to negotiate the worst 
of the pitch in the pre-lunch 
session. 

The first two hours were 
such that all the trundlers 
liad to do was to concen¬ 
trate their attack on the 
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correct line and length- 
Shastri, put in-charge as 
early as the eighth over, 
did just that admirably, and 
not unexpectedly, reaped a 
harvest of four wickets, 
which he was later to bols¬ 
ter with as many in the 
second outing. A Salim 
Ifurrani, in one of his 
‘mo<xis’. would certainly 
have knocked the Aussies 
over for around 15(J. 

The wicket improved as 
it dried up and when India 
batted in their first innings. 
But there was always some 
purchase in it for the spin¬ 
ners, as Matthews, not the 
classiest of off-spinners, 
demonstrated on the third 
evening, and Kay Bright, 
the left-arm orthodox expo¬ 
nent. on the final afternoon. 
Yet it was Bruce Keid, the 
j bean-pole left ann fast 
j medium bowler, who did 
the maximum damage in 
India’s first innings, captur- 
mg lour wickets and stres- 
suig with It that anyone 
who could ‘cut’ the ball had 
a slight c onspiracy going for 
him. 

Indeed, Ihi.s thin West¬ 
ern Australian unleashed a 
new weapon in his 
annoury - a very well- 
directed and well-pitched 
j bouncer - - with which he in- 
I convenienced some of the 
Indians, notably Roger Bin- 
ny, whom he struck on the 
helmet and unm.-rved him 
enough to have him caught 
at silly rnid on with another 
dug-in dc-liverv off the very 
next ball. 

But the honours, overall, 
went to the Indian wielders 
of the willow. Knsh- 
namachari Snkkanth played 
another whirlwind innings, 
this time of 8f), before he 
was, perhaps, unjustly 
ruled Ibw. In contrast, Dilip 
Vengsarkar conjured the 
much-needed sheet anchor 
role till he top-edged a 
short-ami pull when 75— 
half-way to what he re¬ 
vealed was his target. And 
finally, Kapil noti:he,d up a 
quick 55, and in so doing, 

, not unusually, made the 


bowling look below Test 
class and the wick6t a 
dream. Srikkanth and 
Kapil, of course, eqjoyed 
their slices of good fortune 
and the Australian catching 
and particularly their wick¬ 
et-keeping left a lot to be 
desired. 

Aahar subsequently 
made amends by bringing 
off a superb catch at deep 
midwicket to get rid of the 
defiant Matthews in the 
second inning. It was a 
customary long hop from 
Siva, which the batsman 
swung at, only to discover 
Azhar dash back at least 
ten yards and make a very 
difficult catch look like a 
lollipop. 

With that breakhrough 
on the fourth afternoon, 
India appeared to be cruis¬ 
ing comfortably to victory. 
But the thirty-year-old 
.Border, one of the most 
accomplished batsmen in 
the world, who has played 
the West Indian quicks as 
fluently as the spinners 
from the Indian subconti¬ 
nent, had other ideas. In¬ 
deed, when all seemed lost 
he, like Matthews in the 
first innings, found an able 
ally in Dave Gilbert (whose 
other notable achievement 
of the match was clean 
bowling Gavaskar for sheer 
pace). And he cashed in on 
this support to not merely 
record his sixteenth Test 
hundred and third and big¬ 


gest hundred against India 
but, basically, spent 
enough time at the wicket 
to juxtapose with the 
weather in thwarting an In¬ 
dian win. 

He offered three half¬ 
chances, hit sixteen fours, 
mainly cover-drives and 
sweeps, his two best 
shots, till he eventually 
stepped out to swing the 
luckless Yadav over the top 
of midwicket, missed and 
was smartly stumped by 
Syed Kirmani. 

But to conclude the im¬ 
pressions on the Australian 
second venture, Kapil's 
stewardship was as much a 
contributory factor to the 
Indian failure as any other. 
Admittedly, his two mam 
spinners, namely Shastri 
and Yadav, bowled less im¬ 
pressively on the final 
morning than aiiticijiated. 
But it never occurred to 
India that Border was hu¬ 
man and could be got out. 
There was no pressure put 
on him and at times the 
Indians even forget to plug 
the singles that helped him 
to retain the strike. A side 
with victory virtually in 
their gi asp were totally on 
the defensive when tackling 
Border. 

As for Yadav, who was 
hit for four fours in one 
over by Border but kept his 
calm m spite of it. not only 
were at least two catches 
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put down off his bowling. ' 

but had the mortificat ion oi . 

a steer by Reid into the 
hands of Gavaskar being ; 

turned down by umpire 
Isherood. This off-spirmer j 

is sans the tantalising i 

charms of an Errapalli Fra- j 

sanna, but he is quite 
adequate against the pre¬ 
sent lot of inexperienced 
Australians, whose prob¬ 
lems in fact were further 
aggravated by the absence 
of the technically quite 
sound Greg Ritchie due to 
injury. 

No attempt was made to 
induce tliis batsman to hit 
over the (op. Besides, 

Kapil bowled to him with 
the new ball with just a 
solitary sliji, and most 
shocking of all. did not give 
Siva a single close-in fields¬ 
man for liis first over on the 
fihh day. It was simply not 
'I'est-class captaincy. 

But ail said and done, 
one would have to give 
credit to the Indians for 
havmg held the whiphand 
throughout the match, and 
that despite the setback of 
the Tasmania match being 
washed out. The batting 
showed dedication and dis¬ 
cipline and the same was, 
largely, true of the bowling. 
The lack of seasoning was 
not allowed to affect either 
the mind or the cricketing 
acumen. 

And in the end Venkal 
too had done- his bit by 
reestablishing the unity of 
the touring jiarly bv I'hal- 
lenging the validity o( the 
stateinenl attributed fo him 
in the Australian media. 

The maiiaget took pains to 
defend Kapil’s entidsm of 
the umpires, not wholly but 
to the extent of the Indians 
being most unhappy and by 
refusing to offer an apology 
for his skipjier’s anger. It 
was an interesting tactical 
move by the old off-spinner 
on the eve of the Sydney 
Test. Besides, five umpir¬ 
ing errors had gone against | 

India t o only one in favour. ! 

Surely an unacceptable I 

ratio. j 

-i 









INiEKVIEWEDbythf 
I limes of India newsman 
in Australia, Sunil (iavaskai 
clarified the recent confu¬ 
sion about him not wanting; 
U) open the Indian innings- 
Gavaskar said: "1 have 
been an opener all my life. 1 
am perfectly happy at the 
number one spot. I thought 
it would be better to go 
lower down because the 
responsibilities of being an 
opener are far greater. ” 
Asked whether his scoring 
a century against Australia 
had something to do with 
his otrening the innings 
again, Gavaskar felt “that 
could be.” He added that 
the earlier deliveries which 
had got nd of the earlv 
batsmen against Sn Lanka 
would liave got him as well 
had he opened. In the 
course of the conversation, 
Gavaskar felt that ruinilK»t 
four or five would be an 
ideal position lor liim. 
though presently ho is hap¬ 
py as an opener 
The t>'pical Gavaskar 
emerged during the ses¬ 
sion. Asked how long he 
would want to carry on 
before retiring. Gavaskar 
quoted Spencer 'I'racv 
‘Before midnight.’ 

MEMBERS of the Hare 
Krishna Society were not 
too pleased with some ex 
cerpts from Kapil Pev’s 
latest literary work liy 
God's Decree. Member.s of 
that society in Australia 
conveyed theii' displeasure 
to manager Venkalaragfia- 
van in Melbourne, thre 
atening to sue the author ut 
tlie book. In fact. Venkat 


resorted to quoting pas- 
.sages from the Bhagr ad 
Gita to pacify the protes¬ 
ters, appealing to the stoic 
I in them to forgive Kapil for 
passages which may not 
have been the exact repnnt 
of his feelings. 

In fact, Venkat .subtly 
hinted that this could have 
1 been the liandiwork of 
j Kapil’s author—a certain 
I Vinay Venna living m Syd- 
j ney. The passages which 
1 provoked protest were: ’’1 
I was amazed at the sari-clad 
I I^ishnas on Sydney's 
I George Street. Lshookniy 

■ head. You cannot transpose 
cultures. Isolating a foreign 
culture in its pure state is 
fatal — it only leads to 

j festering animosity. This 
! Western intatuation with 
Karma consciousness 
would be instantly dissi¬ 
pated il these ’devotees’ 

■ liad the conviction of their 


courage to work in the 
slums of Calcutta. Mother 
Teresa does not have per¬ 
sonalised number plates on 
her rickshaw. 

“I wondered at the gulli¬ 
bility of the Western youth. 
— and also the not so 
young. Was this just an 
excuse not to work? Or 
were they just neglected 
children craving attention? 
Where did they get their 
fends from? And it wasn’t 
just the Hare Krishnas. 

The Rajneesh followers 
were a great enigma. Their 
Bhagwan, the Rolls Royce 
God, leonine beard and stu¬ 
died simplicity, promised 
free love and inner peace. I 
shrugged my slwulders. It 
takes all kinds and then 
some. American money 
could give meaning to 
obscure <enets. 

"Religious bodies seem 
to have an earthly mania for 
acquiring prime real estate. 
It's good to have your feet 
on the ground. The Roman 
Catholics luive the best ol 
KiribiUi and Rose Bay. The 
Church of England is no 
pauper either. Their 
Church gi ounds in north 


Kapil Dev (left) and David Boon turn to the umpire 
to adjudicate In the argument 
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Sydney are leased to ^ant 
oH companies during die 
day for parking their cars. I 
don’t suppose the cars 
come out looking any clean¬ 
er. It was going to be a 
logical progression for the 
Hare Krislms and the Ra- 
jneeshis to also acquire a 
piece of God's acreage. 
Alms and the man. Each 
one with their own religious 
mafia. Blessed by God.” 

THE Bombay Ranji squad 
sported black arm bands on 
tlie first day of their match 
against Baroda at the Moti- 
baug ground in Baroda. 

Tills was in protest of their 
sketchy travel arrange¬ 
ments. Their 14-man team 
liad to settle down in six 
berths and nine seats in the 
I first-class compartment of 
I their overnight run from 
Bombay to Baroda on 26 
December. The pkiyers 
j complaiiied that tovel 
I arrangements go haywire 
even though the Ranji sche¬ 
dules are prepared three 
months in advance. 

! GREG MA'ITHEWS. 
j scorer of two Test hun- 
; dreds this Australian sum- 
I mer. named two sources of 
1 inspiration for his success. 

Il One of them is his girlfriend 
Jillian Clarke. “My lady is a 
I very supportive, steadying 
I influence. She makes me 
I feel so much calmer and 
" better inside as a human 
being, not necessarily as a 
cricketer. ” 

The second is Bob Simp¬ 
son, the man in charge of 
the Test squad in Australia. 
“Simpson has been that big 
in my life that it doesn’t 
matter. He's done so much 
for me that he deserves the 
biggest possible pat on the 
back,” Matthews said. 
Veteran Bill O’Reilly was 
impressed by what Stan 
l^aurel’s ctone. "This 
young man, defjdng all the 
accepted rules of conven¬ 
tional behaviour, has blos¬ 
somed into one of the most 
personable characters that 
has crossed our horizon.” 






Harry Hopman 1906-1985 


O captain, our captain 


htrllaiid, Oregon. 1981. The day 
preceding the Dims Cup semi final 
between Australia and the United 
States ol America. A glittering official 
dinner is attended by a rich gala\y of 
tennis stars, all former Davis Cup 
players, ft is. as expected, a nostalgic 
evening. Old stories are retold, long- 
forgotten jokes raise laughs all over 
again. Almost every person present 
has experienced, at various moments 
in their respective lives, memorable 
instances connected with the Da\is 
Cup competition. -The rivalry is 
buried, abandoned in the mists of 
passing vears: the camaraderie lives 
on. kindled b\ the warmth and spon¬ 
taneity ol the reunion. 

The evening is emotion charged. So 
too the si)<r‘ech ot the guest sfwiker. 
.Arthur .Ashe, the first black male to 
w'lii Wimbledon. The theme of the 
siieech is the traditionally friendly 
spirit that has always been associated 
with Davis Cup encounters between 
the two nations. .Ashe, a deeply com¬ 
mitted man, is suddenlv overcome, 
lie cannot say anollur woid. Am'ther 
chair is pushed hack rapidly and in 
elderly gentleinan with a distinctive 
accent n-plai os the choking .Ashe at 
the microphone. He regales the 
gathering with entertaining stones ab¬ 
out .Ashe himself, hut the intention is 
really to givi' .Ashe a /nr moments to 
recover his composure. 'The new 
speaker needs no introduction. His 
name is Harry Hopman. 

B AKl)M()()K.‘Hr.ncl;i. liWf). 'Ilif 
t'hnstiii;is (ifcdidlifnih wi'iv ''till 
crisp ill llic ni-ist tanulll^ ti-nius camp 
ill the world wlini m-us anilides 
flashed the diaitli of llarrc Hn))nian 
around ihc ttlohc. AkcA 7‘i. he luiu- 
crfilunli hru'lli .iltcr Mitlfnn.i'a heart 
attack .<* tile camp which he visual¬ 
ised, built and around which his eiiliu* 
life had recolved after its uinsinic- 
lion. 

There was stillness all round the 
liardnioor Coiintrv Lltih, .i sjir.iwlim,' 
1200 acre haven ot prei'in'rv ''itualed 
between Tampa Hay and the tiulf ol 
Mexico. The Star-- and Stupes above 
the clubhouse flutteied at hall mast 
and employees ol the ranch offidally 
known as Harry Hopman’s Interna¬ 


tional Tennis spoke only in hushed 
tones. There was no official mourning, 
hut till' silence was evidence of the 
great man’s passing. In a comer, now' 
lying unattended, was the golf cart 
that Hopman usc'd while doing his 
rounds of the massive estate. 

/\ few miles to the west, it was 
business as usual at the Kennedy 
Space Centre, as well as the enter¬ 
tainment parks at Kusch (iardens and 
Di.snev'world. But in Bardmoor, the 
only activity was related to the multi¬ 
tude of organisational chores involvi'd 
in the planning ol Harry Hopman's 
funeral. Arrangements were made at 
Tampa International Airport to meet 
the faithful who would fl>’ to pay their 
last respects to the man who will 
sureh' go down in historv as the most 
famous tennis coach of all time. 

News of Hopman’s death was not 
p;issed on officially to .Australia, the 
land of liis birth, but a transatlantic 
tcleiilione call was made to one of his 
oldest friends, Albert Mulhauser. 



Hopman was no phantom 
administrator in his own 
private tennis republic. 
Where he canid not walk, he 
used a golf cart; where he 
could walk, he seemed, as if 
by magic, to be 
simultaneously in several 
different places. 


Word of the death spread like a ; 
bushfire. Appropriately enough. 
Mulhauser was w'atching the Victorian 1 
f)pen tennis championship in Mel- i 
bourne, where some of Australia’s i 
most illustrious veterans were parti- | 
eijKiting in the inviuition challenge i 
round robin series at Kooyong. ■ 
.Almost all the contestants had been 
assoi ialed with Hopman at some time 
in their respective careers and as the 
news spread, the former pupils, an- 
.xioiis to iliscover whether this was 
just another grim rumour, sought each 
othei out to confirm the demise of 
their guru. 

The complete list of Harry' Hop- 
man's wards would read like an all- 
time 'I’ennis Hall of Fame. Frank 
Sedgman. Neale Fraser, Ken Kose- 
wall, John Newcombe and Tony 
Koi he, among otliers, all owed much 
of their status to the fact that they had 
been iissmiated with the Hopman 
genius. .Among the present generation 
of stars, Vitas Gerulailis. Peter Flem¬ 
ing and John McKnroe were frequent 
visitors to Bardmoor. 'Phe brilliant, 
controversial McKnroe was first 
eoached bv Hoiiman at the Port 
Washington Tennis Academy when he 
was only twelve years old and the 
relationshi|), strengthened by mutual 
admiration, prospered as McKnroe 
began to make a name for liimself in 
the rough and-tumble world of profes¬ 
sional tennis. It was Hopman who was 
chiefly inslnitnenUil. in l‘Wl. in the 
ovi'rtuniing of llie recommendation 
that McKnroe be peii,ilised lieavily for 
having atcuiiiul.iled iiiu's in excess of 
the slipulatefl limit. 

H OP.M.A.N was vvitlioul doubt the 
most tamoiis Davis Cup captain of 
all time. Ills Australian team beat the 
I mill'd Mates .'{-2 at Philadelphia to 
take the Cup in 1929 hut he main¬ 
tained a low profile foi the next eleven 
years, only returning to the role in 
19r»(). aftei which Australia won the 
trophy fifteen times in the next nine¬ 
teen vears. While his achievement of 
captaining sixteen successful Austra¬ 
lian iJavis Cup teams is unlikely ever 
to be mall bed. Hopman himself would 
li,i\i' been the first person to admit 
that the role of captain as played by 
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vastly 'litter, m troni the 
incejii tl). ■'-inie position, 
roll) ' pre-.tiy'e. (here is 
iiiM I . today ol a bonus 
tel.- ■)'rights lor a Davis 
li),, . '.. tiiial which iii turn 
sill' I .1 present-day eap- 
I . '.'.'IV best out of his 
,1 'iiioe-day eiuounter. 
I, .'I.;- to be a tactician, 
'i.jjl.'iiiai and coach: the 
. Ii.iii.i'ed drasliciilly since 
tievday. Ifut equally true is 


the I" ' iliat llotmian contributed to 
III. inMistorriialion in no insijmificant 

i.I.'lllOll. 

Mojimtin’s greatest asset was an 
uncnnny empathy with the num who 
I'ormcfl ill'' sc|uads. He frequently pot 
on tbei! lii'rvcs with his disciplinary 
nietbod'.. but each of them would later 
admit dial he had been the most 
pow erful influence on them, both indi- 
Mdually and collectively, as a Davis 
Cup It'am. He was pivi-ii a free hand 
with tile cream of Australian talent in 
the I'lfties and Sixties and he re¬ 
sponded by turnmp them into interna¬ 
tionally recognised stars. 

I'omfoolerv was never tolerated; 


Hopnian was known to fine players for 
an intriguing variety of misdeeds such 
as flinging their rackets on the ground, 
misbehaving in -i restaurant and even. 
(»n occasion, for not getting to bed on 
time. Yet if a player was being hound¬ 
ed by journalists for an interview, it 
was their captain who stepped into the 
breach to solve the problem. He 
literally supervised their lifestyle but 
was not isolated from them. While he 
assumed lull responsibility for his 
team's physical training schedules, he 
was always present when they exer¬ 
cised. It was a role translated, in a 
typically Hopman way, into total in¬ 
volvement and nothing less. It was a 
style of functioning that was synony¬ 
mous with the life of Harry Hopman. 

This total involvement I'ven ex¬ 
tended. on one memorable occasion, 
to .1 figged game of poker. On the eve 
of a Davis Cup challenge round, Ho;)- 
rnan liad a discreet word with meni- 
bt'rs of his learn, without giving Mai 
.Andersoii” also on the Australian 
s(|uad—an inklmg of what was hap¬ 
pening. Hopman was concerned about 
the possibility of Anderson’s morale 
sliding and had decided that a maniou- 


lated game of cards might retrieve the 
situation. 

Most limes, Hopman was the epi¬ 
tome of diplomacy, but there was a 
notable departure from this image 
w'hen he accompanied his team to 
Mexico City in 19ti9. To all present, it 
looked as though he was intent on 
exploiting a volatile situation. A rowdy 
crowd was further instigated when the 
Australian captain indulged in healed 
arguments with the umpire and the 
referee. Whether Hopman did so de¬ 
liberately will now never be made 
public, but Ratael Osuna. the late 
Mexican star, was convinced that it 
w'as all part of a mastc'rplan. Hefore 
t)suna died tragically in a trlane crash 
later that year, lie announced matter 
of faclly, “Hopman knows that when 1 
gel mail I can’t jrlay well and that’s Ihc' 
'only reason he did all that on the 
court. It was just psychological.” 

H OI’MAN's attention to detail was 
ircc|Uently exasperating to those 
associated w'ith him, liut it was a trait 
that people would later say was typical 
of the man. If he was ever w'orking 
with a Davis Cut) team in Australia, he 
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1979. Hopman (right) helps a former pupil to lift the WCT 
trophy after Borg had been beaten in the final 


made a habit of telephoning the local 
weather bureau as soon as he woke up 
each morning. On one occasion, fore¬ 
warned about the possibility of 
approaching showers, he responded 
by going to a travel agent and booking 
seats for every memter of his team on 
the first available flight firom Sydney to 
Brisbane. Not only did the Australian 
Davis Cup team dodge the rain; it also 
got two extra days of valuable prac¬ 
tice while tbe opposition remained in 
Sydney and watched the rain bucket 
down. 

Not often did anyone get the better 
of Hopman. One such instance occur¬ 
red in 1930, when he was playing on 
his country’s Davis Cup squad. Having 
beaten Switzerland, Ireland and Great 
Britain. Australia were pitted against 
Italy, playing in Milan. Hopman was 
drawn to play de Stefani in tbe opening 
singles at three o'clock but, at the 
appointed hour, there was no sign of 
the Italian. At half past three, Hopman 
heard that de Stefani had arrived but 
was reluctant to appear. When the 
players were eventually called to the 
courtside, an announcer informed the 
cheering Italian spectators that de 
Stefani, who had been serving in the 
anny, had been loo busy to prepare 
for the match but would nevertheless 
“do his best for Italy.” Hopman was 
beaten in four sets and it was only 
later that he learnt liis opponent had 
been in official hiding, practising 
diligently for hours every day in Rome 
with Italy's top professional. 

Rarely was a psychological victory 
scored over Hopman. This knowledge 
must have made Donald Dell dance for 
joy after he hustled the Australian 
during the USA-Australia Davis Cup 
final of 1968. Dell, ranked among the 
most astute Amerian captains, arrivec 
in Adelaide for the final, having done 
his homework on Hopman. On Christ¬ 
mas Day he gave each of the US 
players a huge team picture inscribed 
wi^ the words, “You paid the price— 
we won.” In reality, the tie was not 
due to start till 26 December, but Dell 
was shrewd enough to recognise the 
value of scoring the first blow. Hop- 
man, for once, had been outdone. The 
Davis Cup, as Dell had predicted, 
went to the United States. 

H arry hopman was no ordinary 
mortal. Not for him a humdrum 
life of routine, predictable existence. 
When the Second World War brcAe 
out, he served as a captain in the Sixth 
Battalion Machine Gun Corps of Mel¬ 


bourne. Having been Davis Cup cap¬ 
tain in 1938-39, he concentrated in¬ 
stead in the years immediately after 
the war on a career as a sport swriter. 
As a fulltime employee of the Mel¬ 
bourne Herald, he would devote ail his 
spare time to tennis. While he was to 
acquire an international reputation 
first as a captain and later as a coach, 
he had also played the game with 
some distinction. He represented Au¬ 
stralia in 1928. 1930 and 1932 and 
though he was better known as a 
doubles player, he once beat Donald 
Budge in the final of a Californian 
tournament. With his first wife Nell, 
who died in 1967, he won the Austra¬ 
lian mixed doubles title in 1936-37, a 
year after the couple had finished as 
ruraiers up in the mixed doubles at 
Wimbledon. 

Of all the tributes paid to him over 

He was known to fine 
players for a variety of 
misdeeds such as flinging 
their rackets on the ground, 
misbehaving in a restaurant 
and even for not getting to 
bed on time. 


his multi-faceted career, none could 
have delighted him more than the 
announcement m 1956 that there 
would be a departure from normal 
Davis Cup procedure. Previously, 
only the names of the players on the 
winning team were traditionally in¬ 
scribed on the trophy; now the partici¬ 
pating nations agreed that the name of 
the captain should also be etched on 
the most famous team tennis cham¬ 
pionship. Indirectly, this was in recog¬ 
nition of his tremendous example and 
it was only just that Hopman’s Au.stra- 
lians won it that year. 

Life, having been so kind to Hop- 
man, was soon to turn sour. His first 
wife died. He was thwarted in an 
attempt to become president of the 
I-awn '1 ennis Association of Australia. 
A brief career on the Melbourne Stock 
Exchange had culminated in dis¬ 
appointment. Sportsmen of lesser 
note had been knighted but not he. 
Many of his proteges had beccmie 
wealthy men while the game had not 
given him any substantial financial 
security. At age 64, he decided to try 
and find a new life in the United States 
of America. 

Despite the bitterness, Hopman 
was never, in the eyes of those 
around him, a man devoid of humour. 
Akhtar Ali, presently the Indian Davis 
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Cup coach, tell., the laic of how 
Hopman had b-' owii way in 1961. 
With StoUe, ll- vitt and Fletcher due 
to represeni '.iilralia in an exhibition 
tie against ItidM on Indian soil, Hop- 
man made !i "i.fAvii that he would like 
John Ni '.‘c'.. tit—unknown at the 
time ~t ' 'i-.e the trip as well, but 

the All h' 11 i.,iwn Tennis Association 
(A1L1 \ ii ned this down, citing addi- 
tiontil ’. 'cnse as the stumbling block. 
Hop!' . s reply was a laconic letter, 
sl.iM ,. “Please accept John New- 
ct..;, future Wimbledon champion." 

di also relates a favourite Hopman 
.-!ory. While Bradman was at the 
licight of has power, he was touring 
Fngland and decided he would like to 
watch a Wimbledon final. Accordingly, 
he rang Hopman and asked if he could 
arrange a ticket to the tennis. Hop- 
man, puzzled, reminded Bradman that 
he would be playing a Test, but the 
cricketer sunply replied, “Oh. don’t 
worry about that. 1 will score a 
century before lunch and still be there 
in tune for the final." 

'riie first time Ali met Hopman was 
in 1956, during the traditiomil Queens 
Club tournament. "We were playmg 
the (jualifying rounds." he recalls. “1 
remember the young Rod Laver los¬ 
ing 6-0, 6-1 to Alan Mills, who is now 
the Wimbledon releree. At the lunch 
table after that matcli, Hopman told 
the disaiipointt'd Laver ‘Don't worry. 
One day you will be a tamous playei.’ 
'I'his was Hopman's most amazing 
ability—the knack of spotting talent." 

“In 1969 1 spent three montlis in 
Hopman's house in Australia, but he 
refused to charge me a cent. 1 remem¬ 
ber him as an extremely generous 
man, although there is a l)elief that he 
was only interi'sled in money. .At 
every parting he would put a liuiidred 
dollars in my pocket and when people 
si'iit him (loor hut talented players he 
look them on without accepting any 
fees. I once sent my hrothei Anwar to 
Hopman to learn the finer points of 
coaching. t)n airival, Anwar asked 
what he should do first and Hopman 
replied drily tli.il he would have to 
start bv knoeking (»tl the curry and 
rice that accumulated on his waist. ” 

D ISCIPLINE] was the cornerstone 
ol Hopman's inslnictional 
metlual^. (.)n all his travels with Au¬ 
stralian D.ims Cup teams, lie uisisled 
on chei'king into a hotel that was close 
to a park, so that his players would not 
have to go tai for the traditional 
morning run On one iH'casion, three 
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luckless Australians left the hotel for 
the park even as Hopman, armed with 
a pair of binoculars, watched them in 
secrecy from the window of his room. 
He fumed as he watched them sitting 
casually under some trees instead of 
running as stipulated. Some time la¬ 
ter, they relumed to the hotel, to be 
met in the lobby by a grim-faced 
Hopman who asked politely how' far 
they had run. 

"Three miles,” they replied, with 
straight tares. 

“Dkay," said Hopman. “Now go back 
and actually nm three miles instead 
of fooling around." 

'Hie keynote of discipline was car¬ 
ried over in due course to his tennis 
camp at Bardmoor, where tennis buffs 
of every nationality sweated on the 32 
clay and 10 liard courts. The story is 
told of a group of boys who were 
ordered to run around the estate but 
who cheated. They ran a few hundred 
metres till they thought they were out 
ol sight, waited an appropriate length 
of time and then returned, having 
dipped their shirts into the Olvnnpic- 
sized swimming pool in order to simu- 


There was no official 
mourning, but the silence 
was evidence of the great 
man's passing. In o corner, 
now lying unattended, wa? 
the golf cart that Hopman 
used while doing his rounds 
of the massive estate 


late perspiration. But Hopman, never 
easily deceived, met them as they 
walked back and ordered them to pack 
tlieir bags and leave immediately. 
Although tennis players of all age 

g 'oups are welcome, the rules at 
ardmoor are inflexible for juniors, 
who are not allowed out of the camp 
during the week. One hig^-spirited 
camper decided to ignore this law and 
was relaxing at the house of a friend 
when the phone rang. It was a man 
with a deep voice. "This is Harry 
here,” the voice intoned solemnly. “If 
you are not back at Bardmoor in 
exactly ten minutes, you can catch the 
next flight home." 

The offending junior, panicky, 
caught a taxi and beat the deadline by 
the proverbial whisker. As he entered 
the camp, the thought struck him that 
the caller might have been one of his 
roommates attempting to pull a 
hoax. “I returned to my rtwm to &id, 
for the first time, that it was spick and 
span. Then 1 knew that it was no 
hoax. Mister Hopman had been to the 
room and discovered that 1 was mis¬ 
sing. He had also found time to warn 
my roommates that they too would be 
reprimanded if they failed to tidy up. ” 
Hopman was no phantom adminis¬ 
trator in his ow'n private tennis repub¬ 
lic. Clad in tennis kit, Polaroid glasses 
and sometimes a sunshade as well, his 
was a powerful presence. Where he 
could not walk, he used a golf cart; 
where he could walk, he seemed, as if 
by magic, to. be simultaneously in 
several different places. One junior 
camper, excused from afternoon exer¬ 
cises l)ecause of boils on liis leg, was 
surfirised to find himself confronted by 
Hopman himself, demanding to know 
why he was not with the rest of the 
juniors. Having received permission 
from the resident nurse, the camper 
informed,Hopman that the boils made 
movement painful. “I’ll check that with 
the nurse, ” was all that Hopman said, 
before disappearing. Aggrieved tliat 
he had been misjudged, the camper 
was hugely mollified later in the even¬ 
ing as Hopman sought him out to say 
that he had verified the story with the 
nurse. 

Tennis player. Coach. Captain. Dis¬ 
ciplinarian. Visionary. I wonder what 
they’ll put on his tombstone. Perhaps 
they should inscribe the word 
"Architect." Of houses? No. Of vic¬ 
tory. 

David McMahon RtSEARCnto Bv Andy 
O'Brien and Barry O'Brien. 
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There was rto official 
mourning, bui the silence 
was evidence o1 the great 
man's passing. In a corner, 
now lying unattended, was 
the qolt cart that Hoprnan 
used while doing his rounds 
of the massive estate 
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'...he bowled like 
a millionaire.' 

David Frith pays tribute to 
Arthur Mailey, 


T he less romantic wUl 
claan that only a loony 
would have as a hero a 
cricketer he never saw 
play. But that would be to 
i^ore the hero’s reputa¬ 
tion as a spin bowler, the 
£ascination of his written 
deeds, his appealing wori- 
dweary outlook, expressed 
in a shrug and a chuckle. 

I did get to know him. 
His hair was white by then. 
He willingly signed for us 
kids at the SCG gates, and 
once came along to present 
us with caps won in some 
St George under- 
something competition. 
That night, incorrigibly 
self-deprecating, he told us 
about one of his own 
trophies, the ball with 
which he took 9 for 121 
against England at Mel¬ 
bourne in 1921. An in¬ 
scribed silver ring had been 
put around it. But the 
morning after he got it Iwck 
home to Sydney he leaned 
out the window and saw his 
son bowling it against a 
brick wall. 

Later, Arthur Mailey 
was a client in the Com¬ 
monwealth Bank in Cronul- 
la, where 1 was employed. 
He used to come in for a 
chat with the manager, and 
1 think they went fishing 
together. Mailey had a 
shop down that way. and 
painted compellingly on the 
window ‘I used to bowl 
tripe; then 1 wrote it; now 1 
sell it.’ No amount of coax¬ 
ing would draw him on his 
achievements. Ills 10 for 
6fi against Gloucestershire 
was ’pure luck'. He would 
talk about getting Hobbs 
with a fulltoss—that 
amused both of them 
apparently—and of taking 4 
for 362 when Victoria piled 
up 1107. Tliat lent itself to 
several hallowed quotes: 
that Mailey was just set- 
tlinjg into a lengtli when the 
innings ended, and his fi¬ 
gures would have been 
much improved but for the 
poor catling of a chap in a 
tweed coat in the outer. 


The legend was built 
around this sort of thing. 
The inner story, though, is 
that Mailey taught himself 
to spin the bail so hard tliat 
It made a kind of music. 

He v^as born in the 
poorest part of Sydney on 3 
January, 1886, and some of 
us therefore are about to 
toast his centenary. He 
grew up in a shack. Succes¬ 
sively trouser-presser, 
labourer, paper-seller, bot¬ 
tle-collector and glassblow- 
er (which strengthened his 
fingers), there were times 
when ‘1 could so easily have 
thrown in the towel and 
drifted onto the scrapheap 
of human endeavour.’ He 


bowled Trumper in a grade 
match—and later wrote ex¬ 
quisitely in his autobiogra¬ 
phy of the lead-up (‘Wonder 
if he knows I’m playing 
against him? Don’t suppose 
he’s ever heard of me...In 
fact. I think I was slightly 
out of iny mind') and the 
execution, the dipping, 
curving googly which 
stranded the god-like bats¬ 
man for a stumping, w'hich 
left Mailey feeling ‘like a 
boy who had killed a dove’. 

TThe Great War delayed 
his Test debut, and he was 
34 when he won his first 
cap for Australia. He said 
he was informed of this 
great honour while cleaning 
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one <rf the Water Board's 
meters tinder a coolibar 
tree. That alone might have 
rendered him unique. Soon 
he was on his way to Eng¬ 
land, and a new and charm¬ 
ing world. His wit and car¬ 
toonist’s skills and new¬ 
found fame made him a 
popular guest at some emi¬ 
nent dinner-tables. Never 
again would he don overalls 
out of need. 

His drawings brought 
him almost as much acclaim 
as his spin bowling, but 
while the former remained 
a lifelong activity, his crick¬ 
et, naturally, closed with 
middle age. All his 21 Tests 
were contained in six 
years, the last at The Oval 
in 1926, when England won 
the Ashes back, and Mailey 
turned up still in a dinner- 
jacket after a dinner party 
the previous night at East 
Grinstead. ‘Not now, Bert’, ' 
he had muttered to his •. 
skipper, Collins, whose in- " 
scruiable face was the first 
to receive him in the dres¬ 
sing-room. Mailey took 9 
for 266 in that Test (includ¬ 
ing Hobbs’s wicket— 
Hgain—with a full-toss), 
and thus finished with 99 
Test wickets (36 in one 
series): ideally Uintalising 
for the bowler in question. 

In all first-class cricket he 
fiddled out 779 batsman at 
an average of 24.10. He 
also amused himself by 
featuring in Australia’s 
lOth-wicket record stand of 
127 with Tavlor at Sydney 
in 1924-25. 

If Mailey is now seen as 
a joke perpetrated by crick¬ 
et history, his ghost will be 
laughing gently along with 
the sneers of the unknow¬ 
ing. But that Buster 
Keaton face of his smiled at 
life, scowled only rhetor¬ 
ically at adversity—and 
persuaded an out-of-time 
admirer to pay a very large 
sum in a 1985 sale for the 
copy of his autobiography 
containing' original 
sketches. 

Wi..cl«n OicKM MoniMy 


Mailey painted compeliingiy on his shop win¬ 
dow ‘I used to bowl tripe; then I wrote it; now I 
sell it.' 
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Opposing my hero 

Arthur Mailey’s version of how he bowled Victor Trumper 

is a cricketing classic 


>r uiKTnployroent—and still 1 

11, I Vlt .irnecl a cricket ball as 1 trudged 
■ the slreets. 

I Jiad drifted into a lower grade of 
cm ket. though it was still of a fairly 
gcMKl standard, and 1 was told by some 
of my teammates that I was capable of 
Ixiwling a very dangerous ball. It 
didn't come up as often as it should, 
but it might lead to something. 
However. 1 would be well advised to 
lessen the spin and concentrate on 
length. 

I was flattered that my fellow- 
cricketers should think that even a 
few of the balls I delivered had devil in 
them. All the same, there was a 
rebellious imp sitting on my shoulder 
that whispered: "Take no notice, cob¬ 
ber. ITreyTe crazy. Millions c;m bowl 
, a good length but few can really spin 
the ball. Keep the spin and practise, 
practise, practise." 

Then came a commission for a 
house-painting job. It was a house 
near Botany Bay and it belonged to 
my brotiier-in-law. Wages? A bat that 
had been given to my brother-in-law 
by a distant relative who had taken 
part in the 1904 English tour. But 
what a relative! It was Victor Tnim- 
per himself—the fantastic, legendary 
Trumper, my particular hero. A hun¬ 
dred pounds could not have given me 
' more pleasure. 

At the same time, and having done 
I my house-painting, I got another reg- 
ii ul^ job. I became an A Class labourer 
on the Water and Sewerage Board. 

It is difficult to realize that a re¬ 
latively minor event in one’s life can 
; , still remain the most important 
^through the years. I was chosen to 
51 play for Kedfem against Paddington— 
j and Paddington was Victor Trumpet’s 
5 club. 

$ This was unbelievable, fantastic. It 
^ could never happen—something was 

I sure to go wron^. A war—an earth- 
cpiake—Trumper mifdd fall sick. A 
million things up in the two 

or three days J|i||||ne match. 

1 sat on npMHBnd looked at 
Trumper’s {ncme^W pinned on the 
canvas wall. U seemed to be ta-eathing 


with the movement of the draught 
between the skirting. I glanced at his 
bat standing in a comer of the nwm, 
then back at the gently moving pic¬ 
ture. 1 just couldn’t believe that this, 
to me, ethereal and godlike figure 
could step off the wall, pick up the bat 
and say quietly, ‘Two legs, please, 
umpire’, in my presence. 

My family, usually undemonstrative 
and self-possessed, found it difficult to 
maintain that reserve which, strange 
as it may seem, was characteristic of 
my father’s Northern Irish heritage. 

‘H’m’. said Father. ‘Playing against 
Trumper on Saturday By jove. you’ll 
cop Old Harry if you’re put on to bowl 
at him.’ 

‘Why should he?’ protested Mother. 
‘You never know what you can do till 
you try.' 

1 had notliing to say. 1 was little 
concerned with what should happen to 
me in the match. What worried me 
was that something would liappen to 
Trumper which would prevent his 
playing. 



Arthur Malley in hts shop in hit 
latsr years. “Wonder what Trum- 
par's doing this vary minuta...bat 
ha’s not ironing hla flannels. Sends 
them to the laundry, I aupposa. 
He's probably got two sate of flan¬ 
nels, anyway.” 


Right up to my first Test match I 
always washed and pressed my own 
flannels, but before this match 1 press¬ 
ed them not once but several times. 
On the Saturday I was up with the 
sparrows and looking anxiously at the 
sky. It was a lovely morning but it still 
might rain. Come to that, lots of 
things could happen in ten hours— 
there was still a chance that Vic could 
be taken ill or knocked down by a tram 
or twist his ankle or break his arm... 

My thoughts were interrupted by a 
vigorous thumping on the back gate. I 
looked out of the washhouse- 
bathroom-woodshed-workshop win¬ 
dow and saw that it was the milkman 
who was kicking up the row. 

‘Hey!’ he roared—‘—yer didn’t 
leave the can out. 1 can’t wait around 
here all day. A man should pour it in 
the garbage tin—that’d make yer 
wake up a bit!’ 

On that morning 1 wouldn't have 
cared whether he poured the milk in 
the garbage tin or all over me. I didn't 
belong to this world. I was playing 
against the great Victor Trumper. Let 
the milk take care of itself. 

1 kept looking at the clock. It might 
be slow—or it might have stopped! I’d 
better whip down to the Zetland Hotel 
and check up. Anyhow, 1 mightn’t 
bowl at Trumper after all. He might 
get out before I come on. Or I 
mightn’t get a bowl at all—after afi, 1 
can’t put myself on. Wonder what 
Trumper’s doing this very 
minute...bet he’s not ironing hts flan¬ 
nels. Sends them to the laundry, I 
suppose. He’s probably got two sets 
of flannels, anyway. Perhaps he's at 
breakfast, perhaps he’s eating bacon 
and eggs. Wonder if he knows I'm 
playing against him? Don’t suppose 
he’s ever heard of me. Woiddn’t 
worry him anyhow, I shouldn’t think. 
Gosh, what a long mcmiing! Think I’U 
dig the garden. No, I wc«i’t-~I want to 
keep fresh. Thank 111 lie down for a 
bit... better not, 1 nught foil off to ^p 
and be late. 

The morning did not pass in tiiis 
way. Time just sto^d. I cotdebi’t 
bri^ myseff to doing anything m 









particular and yet 1 couldn’t settle* to 
the thought of not doing anything. 1 
was bow&ig to Trumper and I was not 
bowling to Trumper. I was early and I 
was late. In fact. 1 think 1 was slightly 
out of my mind. 

1 didn't get to the ground so very 
early after aH, mainly because it would 
have been impossible for me to wait 
around so near the scene of Trum- 
per’s appearance—and yet for it to 
rain or news to come that something 
had prevented Vic from playing. 

is he here?’ 1 asked Ha^y God¬ 
dard, our captain, the moment 1 did 
arrive at the ground. 

‘Is who here?’ he ct)untercd. 

My answer was prol)abl,v a sconilul 
and disgusted look. I remember that it 
occuired to me to say. ‘Julius Caesar, 
of course’ but that 1 stopped snyself 
being cheeky because this was one 
occasion when I couldn’t afford to be. 

Paddington won the toss and took 
first knock. 

When Trumper walked f)ut to bat, 
Harry Goddard said to me; ‘I’d better 
keep you away from Vic. if he starts 
on you he’ll probably knock you out of 
grade cricket.’ 

Vic, _ beautifully clad in creamy, 
loose-ntting but well-tailored flannels, 
left the pavilion with his bat tucked 
under his left ann and in the act of 
donning his gloves. Although slightly 
pigeontoed in the left foot he had a 
springy athletic walk and a tendency 
to shrug his shoulders every few 
minutes, a habit 1 understand he 
developed through trying to loosen his 
shirt off his shoulders when it became 
soaked with sweat during tiis innings. 

Arriving at the wicket, he bent his 
bat handle almost to a right angle, 
walked up the pilch, prodded about six 
yards of it, returned to the batting 
crease and asked the umpire for |two 
legs’, took a quick glance in the 
direction of fine leg, shrugged his 
shoulders again and took up his 
stance. 

1 was called to bowl sooner than I 
had expected. I suspect now that 
Harry Goddard changed his mind and 
d^ded to put me out of my misery 
early in the piece. 

Did I ever bowl that first ball? 1 
don’t remember. My head was in a 
wdiirl, I really thkik 1 fainted and the 
secret of the mythical first ball has 
been kept over aU these years to save 
me embarrassment. If the bail was 
sent down it must have been hit for 
six, or at least four, because I was 
awakened from my trance by the 


MkMORAHLK MoMKN'I'S 


thunderous booming Yabba who 
roared: ‘O for a strong arm and a 
walking stick.'' 

I do remember the next ball. It was, 
1 imagined, a perfect legbreak. When 
it left my hand it was singing sweetly 
like a humming top. The trajectory 
couldn’t ha\'e been more graceful if 
designed by a professor of ballistics. 
The tremendous leg-spin caused the 
ball to swing and curve from tlie off 
•and move in line with the middle and 
leg stump. Had 1 bowled this particu¬ 
lar ball at any other batsman I would 
have turned my back early in its flight 
and listened for the death rattle. 
However, consistent with my idoliza¬ 
tion of the champion. 1 watched his 
every movement. 

He stood poised like a panther 
ready to spring. Down came his left 
foot to within a fool of the ball. The 
bat, swung from well over his shoul¬ 
ders. met the ball just as it fizz'ed off 
the pitch, and the next sound I lieard 
was a rapping on the off-side fence. 

It was the must beautiful shot 1 
have ever seen. 

What were my reactions? 

Well, 1 never expected that ball or 
any other ball 1 could produce to get 
Trumper’s wicket. But that being the 
best ball a bowler of my type could 
spin into being, I thought that at least 
Vic might have been forced to play a 
defensive shot, particularly as 1 was 
almost a stranger too and it might 
have been to his advantage to use 
discretion rather than valour. 

After 1 had bowled one or two other 
reasonably good balls without success 
I found fresh hope in the thought that 
Trumper had found Bosanquet. 
creator of the ‘wrong’ un’ or ‘bosie’ 
(which I think a better name), rather 
puzzUng. This left me with one shot in 
my locker, but if I didn’t use it quickly 
1 would be taken out of the firing line. 1 


I kept looking at the clock. 
It might be slow—or it 
might hove stopped! I'd 
better whip down to the 
Zetland Hotel and check 
up. Anyhow, I mightn't 
bowl at Trumper after all. 
He might get out before I 
come on. Or I mightn't get 
o bowl at oil—after all, I 
con't put myself on. 
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decided, tiierefore, to try this must 
undisciplined and canlaiikerou'; crea¬ 
tion of the great B.J. Bosanquet—not, 
as main' may think, as a compliment in 
the inventor but as the gallant 
farewell, so to speak, of a warrior who 
refused to surrender until all his 
aniiiumition was spent. 

Again fortune was on my side in 
that I bowled the ball I tiad often 
dreamed of howling. As with the . 
leg-break, it had sufficient, spin to 
curve in tlie air and break considerably 
after making contact with the pitch. If 
anything it might have had a little 
more top-spin, wliich would cause it to 
drop ratlier suddenly. The sensitivity 
of a spinning ball against a breeze is 
governed by tlie amount of spin im¬ 
parted. and if a ball bowled at a certain 
pace drops on a certain spot, one 
bowled with identical pace but with 
more top-spin should drop eighteen 
inches or two feet shorter. 

For this reason I thought the differ¬ 
ence in the trajectory and ultimate ' 
landing of the ball might provide a 
measure of uncertainty in Trutnper’Si ; 
mind. Whilst the ball was in flight tt^ • 
reasoning appeared to be vindicated; ; 
by Trumper’s initial movement. As at ■ 
the beginning of my over he sprang in \ 
to attack but did not realize that the 
ball, being an off-break, was floating . 
away troni liim and dropping a little ’ 
quicker. Instead of his left foot being 
close to the ball it was a fool out of 
line. 

In a split second Vic grasped this 
and tried to make up the deficiency 
with a wider swing of the bat. It was 
then 1 could see a passage-way to the 
stumps with our 'keeper. Con Hayes, 
ready to claim his victim. Vic's bat 
came through like a flash but (he ball 
passed between his bat and tegs, 
missed the leg stump by a fraction, 
and the bails were whipped off with 
the great batsman at least two yards , 
out of his ground. 

Vic had made no attempt to scram¬ 
ble back. He knew the ball had beaten 
him and was prepared to pay the . 
penalty, and although he had little 
chance of regaining his crease on this 
occasion I think he would have acted 
similarly if his back foot had been only 
an inch from safety. 

As he walked past me he smiled, 
patted the back of his bat and said, 'It 
was too good for me'. 

There was imj triumph in me as I 
watched the receding figure. I felt Idee 
a boy who had killed a dove. 

CourlMy: 10 lor 8$ and til tml, 1K8. 
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was not an uin ‘i tiis- 

raissalin'IV^i III. ki'i in 

Australia iii il <’ < .ilv Thri- 
• ties. And wn- in it inevit¬ 
ably instit'.'i.'! •! ii'tir 1)1 
approval ii.im ihose ot Irish 
descent in tl.e stands at the 
Sydiii'v ; iicki't (jround. 

Tlir.t sei lions had. in 
fad, -.unlleii in numbers 
and ilidc wasa great buzz 
<>! ( Nciiemenl among these 
Irisli-extraction people as 
the llKliJ Knglatid-Australia 
Test got underway. 'ITie 
reason: they were over¬ 
joyed with the inclusion of 
an Inshman in the visiting 
side and had come to see 
him! And who do you think 
this cynosure was? Pat 
()’l)y. When of course they 
actually caught a glimpse of 
this cricketer they were 
suprised to note that he 
was slightly darker than 
what an Irish person nor¬ 
mally would be, and the 
name that went up on the 
scoreboard read: Fataudi, 
not Fat ()’I)y! 

TTiis is the kind of anec¬ 
dote Bill O’Reilly, who 
turned 80 on 20 December 
last, would narrate if you 
cared to lend him your ears 
in the Press Box at 1'est 
matches in Australia. In¬ 
deed, with Jack Fingleton 
and Ray Robinson no more. 
Tiger’ O’Reilly is the only 
really distinguished cricket 
writer still active in the 
Antipodics. (No. 1 haven’t 
forgotten Richie Benaud, 
except that 1 think of him 
these days as more of a 
television commentator 
than a print journalist). 

O’Reilly. 1 am sure. 

Deeds no introduction to a 
cricket lover. But just to 
refresh readers’ minds, this 
medium-paced wrist spin¬ 
ner played in only 27 Tests 
between 1932 and 1945, 
capturing 144 wickets at an 
avera^ of 22.59. As Sir 
Leonard Hutton (and he 
should know) writes in his 
book. Fifty Pears In Crick¬ 
et, “0’R«^ was a sup- 
ren^ l)oilin^ ever there 


When Pataudi 
became Pat O'dy! 

Bill O’Reilly turns 80 and 
nostalgic. A^iis Ray speaks 
to him 


was one. Even if the condi¬ 
tions were loaded against 
him, he was still formid¬ 
able, and even more so 
when adversity fired his 
Irish blood.... O’Reilly is 
accepted as the greatest of 
the spin bowlers of his 
time. ” 

One might imagine that 
for a man to earn such 


accolade, plenty of thought 
and theory went into his 
bowling. Yet when this wri¬ 
ter asked him to sum up his 
approach in his playing 
days, the old man re¬ 
sponded: “Head down, tail 
up, and get on with it. ’’ 
Indeed, referring to young 
Sivaramakrishnan’s recent 
problems, he had exactly 



‘HMd down, tail up and gat on wKh It,’ O’ftoHly 
adviaoaSIva 


the same advice fw the 
Tamil Nadu lad. 

O’Reilly explained: “any¬ 
one who is good enough to 
play Test cricket at his 
(Siva’s) age, mut be an 
intelligent fellow. Giving 
him a load of technical rub¬ 
bish will only help to con¬ 
fuse him. He should be left 
on his own to eradicate his 
troubles, which I have no 
doubt he will sooner than 
later. ’’ It was difficult to 
entirely agree with the 
ancient one's logic, yet one 
could not but admire the 
good, old-fashioned alti¬ 
tude to the game. 

In fact, it is the same 
old-world philosophy that 
dominates his eminently 
readable columns in the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
TTie Australian players do 
not seem to take his views 
very seriously. Indeed, 
some of them believe that 
the ‘Tiger’ has gone senile. 
Besides, O’Reifiy’s compat¬ 
riots in the Press Box 
evoke no more than a 
grudging respect for the 
veteran soul. But his read¬ 
ers still love him and swear 
by him. And his influence is 
not inconsiderable for his 
contributions are syndi¬ 
cated by newspapers in 
several parts of Australia. 

His pieces are, in fact, 
notable for their ‘No- 
nonsense’ style. Yet, they 
do not lack a sense of 
humour or sympathy and 
praise for those who de¬ 
serve it, which often in¬ 
cludes visiting players who 
catch his imagination, like 
Kapil Dev, Gavaskar and 
Srikkanth in the Adelaide 
Test. But conspicuous fiii- 
lure is generally not 
allowed to escape without a 
scathing reaction, especial¬ 
ly if this non-performance 
emanates from the Aussie 
camp. 

There is, obviously, not 
much love lost between 
0’Rei% and the cricket au¬ 
thorities in Australia, parti- 
culariy PBL Market^, the 
Kerry Packer &m on a 
contract with the Australian 










Cricket Board to promote 
the game in this counter. 
•O’Reilly, unreservedly, 
blames this PR company 
for the current ills of crick¬ 
et in Australia. 

Answering the question: 
What’s gone wrong with 
Austr^n cricket, the for¬ 
mer Test star felt that 
PBL’s emphasis is on one- 
day cricket at the cost of 
Test cricket and first-class 
cricket. He pointed to the 
relative lack of public in¬ 
terest in the original game, 
and the havoc tlut too 


much limited-overs cricket 
too evly was playing with 
the development of young 
cricketers. One could hard¬ 
ly fault him on this score. It 
is a decade since the Au¬ 
stralians were last spoken 
of as world champions, and 
in the past year have been 
pretty badly humbled by 
the West Indies, England 
and New Zealand. Indeed, 
O’Reilly is convinced that 
no improvement can befall 
Australian cricket as long 
as the association with PBL 
lasts, which it will for 


another two years. 

In many ways. Bill 
O’Reilly is quite unique. He 
did not get along too with 
Bradman, though he 
bowled his heart out for 
hun. He thoroughly dis¬ 
approved of Packer’s World 
Championship of Cricket, 
and has not compromised 
with the later versions of 
the pyjama contest till date. 
Tlie South Africans, lately, 
offered him a fortune to go 
and give a boost to the 
sagging fate of the Austra¬ 
lian ‘Rebel’ tour out there, 
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but the octogenarian would 
not be lured. 

Indeed, it is a wonder 
that he was persuaded to 
quit his sclK»olmaster's job 
in the New Stmth Wales 
‘outback,’ move to Sydney 
and concentrate on cricket. 
ITiat was 55 years ago. 
Admittedly, a loss to the 
school children concerned, 
but an extraordinary pin 
for the cricket community 
the world over. 

Let us wish him many 
more happy returns of his 
birthday! 


To hit him for four...made you sorry 

Sir Don Brarinnon on Bill O'Reilly 


\A/ILL1AMJ. O’REILLY 
V V first played against me 
on a concrete wicket, on 
what is now called the 
Bradman Oval at Bowral, in 
a Saturday afternoon fix¬ 
ture. I survived his first 
few overs more by good 
luck than good manage¬ 
ment and remained 234 not 
out at stumps. 

We continued the match 
the following Saturday at 
WingeUo, and in the first 
over he bowled me round 
my legs before 1 had added 
to my score. 

I was amazed that a man 
could turn the ball from the 
leg at his pace with his grip. 

That was in the year 
1926. 

Before many more years 
were past every leading 
batsman in the world was 
amazed at the same thing. 

O'Reilly did not hold the 
ball in the fingers quite like 
the orthodox leg-spinner. It 
was held more towards the 
pahn of the hand. He was 
advised by certain ‘experts' 
to change his grip, but for¬ 
tunately refused to be 
advised. 

This grip did not enable 
him to spin the bail very 
much, but it did enable him 
to achieve phenomenal 
accuracy plus sufficient 
spia 


His stock bail was the 
leg-break, but now and 
then he would bowl a very 
well concealed googly or an 
overspin with a deUi^tfuUy 
delicate change of pace and 
for good measure an occa¬ 
sional fast one. 

This slower ball would 
often be played upp;ishly by 
batsmen, because in addi¬ 
tion to the deceptive flight 
O’Reilly’s great height gave 
it much lift from the pitch. 

The particular type of 
bowling he expldted en¬ 
abled him to adopt an 
attacking field embaying 
two short-leg fieldsmen and 
he would concentrate on 
the leg stump for hours at a 
time. 

O’Reilly never pve the 
batsman any respite. He 
was always aggressive, had 
great stamina and courage. 

To hit him for four would 
usually arouse a belligerent 
ferocity which made you 
sorry. It was almost like 
disturbing a hive of bees. 
He seemed to attack from 
all directions. 

Ifrs record in Test crick¬ 
et is amazing, for in the 
brief period from tiie 1932- 
3 to the 1938 series, he 
achieved the dstinction of 
getting 102 wickets against 
Engla^ 


No other player can 
approach such a perform¬ 
ance. 

Some other figures of his 
should also prove illuminat¬ 
ing. In Sydney First Grade 
District Cricket we find 
that over a period of 45 
years from 1895 to 1939- 
40, only seven players have 
had a bowling average of 
less than 10, for 30 or more 
wickets. 

Not one of those players 
did it more than once. 

O’Reilly had a bowling 
average of less than 10 
(with a minimum of 31 
wickets) seven times. 

'Fhose figures 1 think are 
a true reflex of his great¬ 
ness, especially as they 
were made during a fjeriod 
when the batsmen’s aver¬ 
ages all advanced consider¬ 
ably. 

From what I have reao 
and from conversations 
with old players, there can 
be no doubt S.F. Barnes 
was a magnificent bowler. 

He must have been very 
sinular to O'Reilly thou^ I 
imagine sli^tly faster and 
vrithout the wrong-un or 
googly. 

It is impossible accurate¬ 
ly to compare the two men 
of different generations. 


but my inquiries lead me to 
the conclusion that Barnes 
and O’Reilly were the two 
greatest bowlers who ever 
lived, and that each was 
undoubtedly the greatest of 
his time. 

'Pheir respective Anglo- 
Australian Test Match fi¬ 
gures were; 

Barnes 106 wkts 2,288 
runs 21.58 average. 
O’Reilly 102 wkls 2,616 
runs 25.64 average. 

The late Sir Stanley Jack- 
son once tried very hard to 
convince me that George 
Lohmann was a greater 
bowler than O’Reilly. 

I listened intently. On 
every count (but one) I 
gave in to Sir Stanley tliat 
Lohmann might liave been 
as good as O'Reilly. 
However, 1 claimed as my 
winning point that O’Reilly 
bowled a googly as against 
I.,ohmann's orthodox off- 
break and on technical 
ground must liave been 
more difficult to handle. 

With the tenacity which 
characterized his batting. 
Sir Stanley (not having 
played against O’Reilly) re¬ 
fused to concede the argu¬ 
ment. 

1 am in no doubt on the 
point. 

Courtmy: Ftnw»ll to CrtOitt, 19S0 
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Come on, Aussie, cimie on 


i?THE Russians wen- lit re to teach us 
t '-'l a lesson or two m ilie art of footbaU 
\ the Germans lollowed some days 
to do the same. Both nations 
>shpvp unimpeachalile credentials in the 
»Ijame. But It was football, not cricket. 

what wer/- the Aussies doing in 
^^l^lhi? T he crilket series is being 
J'pfayed in /\ustralia. 

■ But belu've u or not, they barged 
! their way past some of our strongest 

■ clubs to take away the D.C.M. Cup, 
one of the major trophies of Indian 
football. Kven the Australians had 
football lessons to offer us. 


Whatever the game, the Aussie 
likes to play it tou^. "nie tougher the 
be^r. "We play physical soccer,” 
said Alex Kosmina, manager of the 
South Australian team from Adelaide. ” 
"If tire other team gets tough we get 
tougher,” he added unabashedly. You 
have only to say “Come on Aussie, 
Come on,” and out in the middle you 
will find him going beyond hteself, 
fitting to the last gasp, as a packed 
Arabedkar Stadium saw South Austra¬ 
lia do^ to the cheers of half a dozen 
of their feDow countrymen and wcxnen 
in the grandstand. 


Soccer is stiO an infant sport in 
Australia, brou^t there by post-War 
migrants—^the Poles, the Italians, the 
Germans, the Greeks, the Slavs and 
other ethnic groups from Europe. 
Continuing to play the game in their 
new home they have acquired a char¬ 
acteristic Australian toughness which 
enables them to hold their own against 
more skilful opponents. 

A month'ago, the Scots had a taste 
of it before tiiey scraped throu^ to 
the World Cup finals. In the more 
recent D.C.M. Cup tournament, the 
South Australian “Socceroos”, with 


The South Australia goallieapar puts up a strong dafanca 
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vigorous skiing taddes and shoulder 
charges, tept some of ota; dubs as 
also the Uao Ning Chinese and the 
Koreans from Qai^ of Seoul, repe- 
atetfiy reminded that soccer is man's 
game, after aD. 

Every single player in an Aussie 
team is ogwcted to be tou^K-even if 
he belongs to as delicate a calling as 
ladies’ l^-dresser. That is what 
Serge Melta, an ethnic Italian, is when 
he IS not charging about on a soccer 
pitch. He had a broken arm to show in 
the match against Uao Ning. “But that 
was sheer accident, and the direct 
result of “ph)rsical" soccer," assured 
manager Rosmina, whose son John 
donn^ the No. 9 jersey in the Austra¬ 
lian World- Cup team. Had John been 
living in Adelaide Papa Kosmina would 
have brought him as a member of the 
squad to the D.C.M. Cup, but the 
young man has made Sydney, New 
South Wales, his home. 

To be tough is not to be dirty. Only 
the discerning knows the distinction. 
To be tough is perfectly all right, but, 
it is despicable to play it dirty. “We 
are not dirty," Kosmina took pains to 
explain when he talked of "physical" 
soccer. Far firom being dirty, "My 
team is a bunch of good young men 
dedicated to the game," Kosmina 


claimed. 

"The Australian is famous the world 
over for his fondness for beer, but 
when I say no beer they even obey 
that, although your Kingfischer is 
quite as good ." These 

Aussies must be a very disciplined 
bunch if just one word from their 
manager, could keep them off beer. 

Accordng to Kosmina, the Aussies 
found it more difficult to play Indian 
teams than Liao Ning or Bank of 
Seoul, "because Indians play at a fast 
pace, whereas we play slow." All that 
constant scurrying and scampering of 
our teams created problems for the 
slow Australians. The other teams 
pause and plan their moves as in a 
game of chess. It suited the forthright 
Australians, who give their tackles 
everything they have. 

There were only eight Australian- 
born players in Kosmina’s squad. Kos¬ 
mina hknself is from Poland originally. 
But most, if not all, of them have, also 
taken to cricket while retauiing their 
iidierited first love for soccer. One 
reason why the "Socceroos” from 
Adelaide wiO remember their Indian 
visit is the game of cricket they 
played, and lost, to the boys of the 
em School on whose grounds 



A tough tackle: Action from the South Australia—Liao Ning match 


they trained on days they had no 
matches in the D.C.M. Cup. Another 
reason was the foil houses at the 
Ambedkar Stadium and the generous 
applause. Back home soccer matches 
don’t attract big crowds. The crowds 
prefer Australian rules football. 

The story goes that before the 
Australia-Scotland World Cup qual¬ 
ifying match the Scots promised to 
migrate, should they fail to win. The 
world knows how hard they had to 
fight to make sure that they did not 
have to leave home for good. 

Yes, Australia has lessons to teach 
even in soccer. 

Come on, Aussie, Come on. 


T he Delhi Cloth Mills Football 
tournament committee has done 
well to make sure that an Indian dub 
entered the final this year. The group¬ 
ings and the draw were so arranged. 
There were three foreign teams and 
two of these. Bank of Seoul, and 
South Australia XI, were dubbed in 
the same pool, thus eliminating one of 
them at the first stage league itself. 
And when the four group winners 
emerged, the other overseas entry, 
Liaoning Pro'dnce team from China, 
were pitted against South Austr^ in 
one semi-final, making the oUier an 
all-Indian afiafr between East Bengal 
and Jagatjit Cotton Textile Mills. 
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Competition-wise the tournament has 
not suffered except that some of the 
group matches and the semi-finals 
were also made to look like virtual 
finals for the teams. 

The D.C.M. tournament secretary, 
G.P. Sinha, is one of those rare 
officials who is not exactly bothered 
about the coffers. ‘‘For me and my 
company money is not the prime 
concern. We do not run this tourna¬ 
ment for making a profit which I could 
make even with the Indian clubs,” he 
says adding," My concern is that 
Indian football also should get some¬ 
thing out of this exercise of calling 
foreign sides.” Perhaps, that is why 
the suave soft-spoken official is also 
not too worried about the All India 
Football Federation shifting 
tournament from early winter to the 
peak of it to accommodate the Durand 
Cup. 

Sinha’s new thinking about the draw 
was also the outcome of last year’s 
experience when all four foreign 
teams occupied the semi-final berths, 
which did not appeal to the fuis. 

After quite some years, there was 
keen and it^^ting football in the 
capital, were spectacular 

goMs m earlier rounds. 


Crowd turn-out for some of the 
matches clearly dispelled the gloom 
that the game is fast losing its charm. 
This, despite a surfeit of football in 
Delhi this year. When Mohammedan 
Sporting met J.C.T. Mills, when East 
Bengal met the Phagwara millmen and 
when the foreign teams played, the 
Ambedkar Stadium was bursting at 
the seams. 

In the end, an Australian dream was 
fulfilled. What the teams from western 
Australia could not achieve in the last 
five years, the men from South Au¬ 
stralia did in their first appearance. 
'ITiey had to really work hard to take 
the cup home. I'hey were the worthy 
winners for they beat both Bank of 
Seoul and Liaoning before overcoming 
India's champion club East Bengal, the 
final ending in tic-breaker after a 
goalless fight stretching* for two 
hours. Against both the Koreans and 
the Chinese they bounced back after 
being at the receiving end. They 
play^ with vigour and had some 
un^edictability about their game. In 
the preliminary matches they moved 
with finesse and used open spaces to 
make headway. As they got into 
tougher competition they showed that 
they could also play it tou^. The 


Australians even seemed to have im¬ 
pressed upon the referees that their 
brand of soccer is accepted and there 
canmit be any soft options. So, the' 
sliding tackles, with the target mostly 
being their opponents’ legs, body 
charging and bumping into the attack¬ 
ers were all treated leniently. Not 
very long ago some of these' acts 
would have invited severe punishment 
at least in Indian conditions. The 
Indian clubs are also learning the 
trade. 

Both the Koreans and the Chinese 
played a similar type of j^me. They 
were all craft, but that ffid not help 
them against the crowding tactics of 
the Aussies. The Koreans were, 
knocked out by a late equaliser by the 
Adelaide side on goal difference ^ 
the Chinese committed hara-kiri. 
They were caught in their own web as 
they laid an off-side trap. One swift 
charge by the Australians resulted in 
the only goal by Chris Manou after 
their nippy and clean forward Stephen 
Maxwell through the middle to run 
the trap. The Chinese team was 
without four top players vdio were 
trailing with their national side. 

A Correspondent 
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A year of transition 


That, perhaps, is the best way to describe 1985 where US sport 
is concerned, feels George K. George 


IT was ‘The Year After’ 
I for American sports. The 
year after the Olympics, a 
year of transition, liie 
mantle of leadership passed 
from old and weary shoul¬ 
ders to the young ones of a 
17-year-old Wimbledon 
champion from Europe and 
a new heavyweif^t boxing 
champion. 

U.S. domination of ten¬ 
nis and golf was ended pre¬ 
maturely by foreign invad¬ 
ers. Many of the Olympic 
starts faded away wl^e 
veterans like Mary Decker- 
Slaney and Wilke Banks 
staged impressive com¬ 
ebacks. Professional sports 
had an exciting year thanks 
to s\jperstars like Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar in basketball 
and Pete Rose in baseball. 

On the whole, it was a 
year of the young and the 
adventurous. It was a year 
of excitement and sur¬ 
prises. 1985 will go down in 
history as the year during 
which the American 
domination of tennis was 
brought to an end by the 
young Europeans. The de¬ 
feat of the Americans at the 
1984 Davis Cup, in late 
December, and the con¬ 
troversy surrounding it 
marked the beginning oi 
the decline. The young 
Swedes captured the cup 
and heralded the advent of 
a new generation. 

Mats Wilander continued 
the streak through the 
French Open win but the 
deadly Mow came at Wimb¬ 
ledon—when Jimmy Con¬ 
nors and Jolm McEnroe 
were rudely brushed aside 
hy a new American citizen 
Kevin Curren. It was ironic 
that the former South Afri¬ 
can paved the way for the 
unknown Boris Becker who 
at 17 became the most 



sensational- champion in 
tennis history. 

Yet, American tennis 
seemed to have the capac¬ 
ity'to defend at least its 
own national tide, wtadi 
has been die monopoly oi 
Americans for years. Imt it 
was not to be as the Einxi- 
peans, lead by Czechoslo¬ 
vakia’s Hana Mandlikova 
and Ivan Lendl, swept att . 
the titles except the men's 
doubles. 

Americans suffered, 
another rude shock in the; 
Australian Open as none ' 
them made even the semi¬ 
finals. McEnroe, Tim 
Mayotte and Scott I^vis,.,. 
who led the American dial-'' 1, 
lenge, fell to tower ranked , , 
players before reachdrtg the ' ; 
last eight. In fact, none of ' 
the four Grand Siam events 
went to American men. 

Golf, dominated by th^ . 
Americans for several . - 
years, gave them only one . 
team event tWs year. Ber¬ 
nhard Langer, a 21-year^ 
old West German claimed 
the Masters title throu^ 
the most incredible 
strokes. The only compari¬ 
son of this feat is Wimble¬ 
don by Langer’s fellow- 
countryman Boris Becker. 

The Pro Golf drcuit saw , 
a whole new generation of ; 
winners this year. Whde 
old masters fell, youngs¬ 
ters like Bill Glasson, 
Corey Pavin, Mark 
O'Meara and Hal Suttcn 
took major titles home. Af- 
ter almost three dectales, 
an ameteur won a dde— 
the honour going to Scott 
VerpUmk who won the 
Western Open. 

No other si»rt, besides 
terniis, expe^nced su«^ 
an upheaval as golf did in 
1985. The k|kof the 
American t4l|Vto^ the ;; 








Europeans delaying the last 
blow to the pride of Amer¬ 
ican golf. 

BOXING also witnessed 
some major changes, the 
most obvious being the em¬ 
ergence of a new 
heavyweight champion. 
Good old Larry Holmes, 
whose life ambition has 
been to be "the people's 
champion" was pathetic in 
liis loss. The dream of 
breaking Kocky Marciano’s 
49 consecutive wins was 
shattered by Michael 
Epinks who moved to the 
heavyweight division as 
Holmes' handpicked victim. 
In a way, it was a relief to 
see a new ch^pion in the 
' heavyweight^ision which 
lias been s 
years. 

'Hie fight 
certain!: 
tween 


Hagler and Thomas Hearns 
for the middleweight 
crown. Hagler took out his 
opponent in three rounds in 
an effortless fight to prove 
once again that he is the 
best in the business. 




for 


year 
ic be- 
Marvin 


‘Boom Boom' Mancini 
quit boxing after his defeat 
at the hands of Livingston 
Bramble. Superlightwei#t 
Billie Costello, a perennial 
champion for years, was 
shocked by newcomer Lon¬ 
nie Smith. After initial 
statements on retirement. 
Costello has made a date 
with Hector Alexis Arguel- 
lo, another former cham¬ 
pion who will be looking for 
nis fourth title. 

The welterweight divi¬ 
sion saw a unification title 
bout with Oonalcl Curry 
beating Milton McCrory in 
two rounds. Rumours of a 
comeback bv Sugar Ray 


Leonard turned out to be 
figments of someone’s im¬ 
agination. 

Two foreigners served 
notice during the year. Ire¬ 
land’s Barry McGuigan 
claimed the WBA feath¬ 
erweight title and won in¬ 
ternational attention 
through his talent and spir¬ 
it. And Julio Cesar Chavez, 
the WBC superfeath¬ 
erweight from Mexico 
seems to be destined to 
reign his division for years 
to come. 


Four members of the 
U.S. Olympic team of 1984 
have been making steady 
progress in their carefully 
planned pro career. While 
Mark Breland, the star of 
the pack, has not been very 
impressive in his victories, 
cruiserweight Evander 
Hdifield, who was deprived 
of gold at the Olympics by 


the referee for punching 
after he was signalled to 
stop, has emerged as the 
most promising ntember of 
the team. Rigjit now they 
are the only breath of fresh 
air in American boxing, and 
the next year will see much 
more of them. 

MARY Decker Slaney 
and Willie Banks were cer- 
.tainly the best female and 
male athletes in track and 
field in 1985. Fame and 
fortune did not come after 
Carl Lewis while comraerial 
sponsors gave him the cold 
shoulder. His only televi¬ 
sion commercial being done 
for the Japanese television. 
A hamstring injury early In 
the season prompted him 
to lake singing, dancing and 
acting lessons but has not 
impressed anyone in any of 
these areas yet. Lewis con¬ 
tinued to complete later in 
the season and after a slow 
start, he came up with the 
best performances of the 
year by any athlete in the 
100 metres and long jump. 

His fellow Olympian 
Edwin Moses suffer^ a 
major setback as he was 
arrested and tried for soli¬ 
citing an undercover police¬ 
woman. Although acquitted 
and later inducted to the 
Olympic Hall Of Fame, he 
has not competed ever 
since. Right now, even 
Moses is not too sure about 
resuming his career. 

Two Olympic disappoint¬ 
ments became the big suc¬ 
cess stories of 1985. Mary 
Decker Slaney, who col¬ 
lided with Zola Budd to 
miss an Olympic medal for 
the fourth time in her 
career staged a marvellous 
comeback. Hounded by the 
media and hated by her 
peers, yet, she refused to 
surrender. Beginning the 
year with a new world re¬ 
cord in the mile, a calf 
injury put paid to her effort 
to set another one wifile 
running at world record 
pace at the Olympic Invita¬ 
tional. After beating the 
Olympic gold medallist 








Maricica Fuica and Zola 
Budd to prove that she 
could have beeen the gold 
medallist in the 3.0UU at 
Los Angeles, Decker- 
Slaney ended the year— 
which she calls the best of 
her career—with the 
announcement of an im¬ 
pending addition to the 
Slaney household. 

While Banks, the man 
who had to shave his beard 
during the Olympics to 
avoid being mistaken for 
Edwin Moses, created a 
new world record in the 
triple jump at the TAG' 
Meet in Los Angeles as he 
had promised his friends 
after the Olympics. It was 
redemption and vindication 
for this fine athlete who has 
had more than his fair share 
of disappointments in the 
past. 

Olympic discoveries Kirk 
Baptiste (sprinter) and Ro¬ 
ger Kingdom (hurdler) had 
a splendid year and they 
kept improving—and win¬ 
ning—at home and abroad. 
Evelyn Ashford was off to 
raise a family and her abs¬ 
ence left a big void in 
women’s track. While a 
good number of Olympians, 
from the swimming, diving 
and gymnastics teams took 
an early retirement or a 
long break, two outstand¬ 
ing athletes in these disci¬ 
plines continued their domi¬ 
nance of their sports and 
the commercial world. 

The big success story 
was little Mar>' Lou Retton, 
the overall winner of the 
women’s gymnastics at Los 
Angeles and the only real 
media superstar of the 
1984 Olympics who be¬ 
came an instant millionaire 
through commercial en¬ 
dorsements and appear- 
anc(;s. Yet, she practised 
five hours a day through 
Uie year and led the U.S. 
team in the America Cup at 
Indianapolis. 

Greg Louganis did not 
make a lot of money 
through commercial en¬ 
dorsements. but the best 
diver of the world kept 


competing and winning. He Next year. Lemond could (13,930) than any plaver m 

has been promoting the very well be his successor. the land, blocked inorc 

sport throughout the'coun- The American men’s vol- shots (2,815) and scored 
try and has turned out to be leyball team continued its more points (33.754) which 

a model of Olympic ideals good work throughout is a game record. In the 

and values. Unlike the 1985. The moment of glory process, he also won six 

members of the men’s came in Tokyo when it Most Valuable Player 

gymnastics team, he has claimed the volleyball awards, 

not tried to sell his fame to World Cup through six con- 

make some fast money but secutives wins in the eight- The man who boycotted 
continues to love the sport nation tournament. The the membership of the 

and shares it with victims included the Soviet 1968 Olympic team in pro¬ 
thousands of youngsters in Union and Japan, TOs was test of the treatment of 

the country. the first time in eight years blacks in the United States, 

that a major vollevball title keeps fighting for his con- 

Two sports which were has been taken away from victions and for his team, 

not very popular in the the Soviets. His dream is to take Laker 

United States have enjoyed to this year’s national title 

tremendous growth thanks ONE man stood tall and break the hoodoo that 
to the Olympics. Cycling among all the professional no team has won that tide 

has become a new craze in athletes of the land. His in consecutive yeafs for the 

the land and an American, name is Kareem Abdul jab- past 17 years. Not bad for a 

Greg Lemond, even won bar, 7 feet 2 inch superstar 38-year-old man who will 

one sector of the famous of the Los Angeles Lakers go down in history as the 

Tour De France as the basketball team. In his 17th owner of many records and. 

understudy of the eventual year in pro basketball, he the inventor of the famous 

champion Bernard Hinault, has made more field goals skyhook. 
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W/uv/ the reserve in your team is a 
Wimbledon semi-finalist you are 
obviously the bestside around. And 
thats exactly what the Swedes 
proved. 


Wimbledon champion Boric 
Backer at hta brilliant beat 
couldn't prevent die Swadaa 
from winning the final 3*2. 
Backer won both hla alngiaa 
matchaa but lost the doubles 
partnering Andraas Maurer 
(right) 

For ha's a Jolly good fallow- 
Austrailan Open champion 
Stefan Edbarg is tossed In the 
air after winning the deciding 
ganie against West German 
Michael Westphal In Muni^. 
At right is the Swedish coach 
Hans Olson (below right) 

The magnificent four who won 
the Davis Cup for Sweden, 
from left—Joakim Nystrom, 
Mats Wllander, Stefan Edberg 
and Anders Jarryd 










IfOTE IRA^ 


36 


Adventure at high revs 

Rahul Chandawarkar previews the International Motocross 
Grand Prix of India to be held in Pune later this month 


T he name of the Poona Automotive 
Kacinn Association (PARA), now 
needs no intrcxiuction. This dynamic 
' orKajusation has not only made Pune 
the ‘Mecca’ of motocross in India, but 
has also placed this bustling city on the 
world motocross map. 

PARA has, over the last three 
years, graduated from ‘Auto Cycle 
Union’ (Great Britain) (jrand Prix 
status to World ‘Federation Interna¬ 
tionale Motorcycliste’ (FIM) Grand 
Prix status this year, thereby inscrib¬ 
ing their name on the world motocross 
calendar. Another important change 
this year is that the PARA motocross 
will be held in Pune on 18 and 19 
January, 1986. This is in compliance 
with the FIM request to hold the 
erstwhile summer event during 
Pune’s crisp winter season. This will 
enable the Pune organisation to rope 
in more European riders, who will be 
willing to pa^cipate, as their coun¬ 
tries and moat of the remaiiung inter¬ 


national motocross drcint will be 
snowbound in January. 

Another featter in the PARA cap is 
the ^ undertalcen by its eittrgetic 
President, Surjit Sin^. A special in¬ 
vitee to the annual FIM 1985 Con-i 
gress, held at Estoril in Portugal, he' 
met the entire FIM committee. He 
nret the Auto Cycle Union Presi¬ 
dent—^Mr Neville Goss of England, 
the President of the FIM—^Mr Nicolas 
Schmit and the Vice President of the 
FIM—^Mr Jan Knvka and other impor¬ 
tant personalities connected with in¬ 
ternational motocross. In fact, there is 
every chance that ail these gentlemen 
will be in Pune for the motocross in 
January. The telex message of Mr 
Tage Magnusson, the Chairman of the 
World Motocross commission read: “I 
will try my very best to come perso¬ 
nally and watch the Pune motocross”. 

Coming back to the event, tluree 
entirely new classes have been added 
to the existing-classes. They are the 


Indian Grand Prix for 105 cc motorcy¬ 
cles of Indum make, the Indian Open 
class Grand Prix for Indian motorcy¬ 
cles and foreign motorcycles and ^ 
International Grand Prix for Foreign 
motorcycles up to 125 cc. 'The inclu¬ 
sion of these three new classes has 
forced PARA to inaease their event 
from a one-day event to a two-day 
affair, with races being distributed 
over Saturday and Sunday. 

A total of some 250 riders taking 
part in the ten classes this year 
includes about 40 foreign competitors 
on their 125 cc and 250 cc machine. 
Several Indian riders also will be 
participating on forei^ bikes. The 
indomitable Sashipal Singh Garcha of 
Chandigarh, winner of the PARA 
motocross for the 250 cc Indian class 
for the last four years in a row and 
undoubtedly India’s finest exponent of 
motocross will be the first Indian to 
race for a foreign works team—the 
CZ team from Czechoslovakia. An 



ThomM Nordstrom Of SsMdMi (fftplays the vary esMnoe of iMMocraM 








Pars Anders Nilsson of Sweden and his Kawasaki KX 250 ars a formidable combination 


achievement to say the least. 

PARA has also acquired about four 
motocross custom built bikes for it’s 
own riders—namely the Honda CR 
250s and the Yamaha YZ 125s, 
Some of the prominent riders com¬ 
ing this year are; 1) Neil Hudson of 
Great Britain—1982 World Motocross 
champion 2) Christer Nystrom of 
Sweden—Swedish NaUonal champion 
and Honda works rider. 3) George 
Reiter of Austria—Austrian National 
champion for three years running and 
rides a KTM 125. 4) Heinz Straub of 
Austria—Austrian four stroke cham- 

f ion and rides a 250 Husqvama. 5) 
'ers Anders Nilsson of Sweden— 
Kawasald works rider and rides a 
.Kawasaki KX 250. 6) Komel Nemeth 
of Hungary—six times national cham¬ 
pion of the socialist countries. 7) 
Laszlo Gyuraszik of Hungary—three 
.tanes Hungarian champion and 1985 
,Socialist champion. 8) Then comes the 
Czechoslovakia CZ works team of 
.tltfee riders, inclusive of the dare¬ 
devil bulian Sashipal Garcha. 

Switzerland is going to be repre¬ 
sented by Luis Ristcsi and Serge 
Davi^ both Honda works riders. 




Look me, one hand CMHyl Heinz 
Straub of Auatrta ehmea off 


Hong Kong intends sending four rid¬ 
ers, while Indonesia and Thailand may 
send two riders each representing the 
Suzuki and Yamaha works teams re¬ 
spectively. Belgium, England and Hol¬ 
land have promised to send a rider 
each while Richard Main of England on 
a Yamaha YZ 125 is bound to entlirall 
the spectators. 

'Fhe track for the motocross this 
year is going to be very much faster 
than the last few years. It will be so 
designed to suit both Indian and fore- 
•i^ riders but therefore will be sepa¬ 
rated at certain places for the Indians 
and foreigners. 

This year's motocross may cost the 
organisers at least 32 lakhs of rupees. 
But major sponsorship from SKF, 
;Brooke Bond India, Hero Honda, 
Bharat Forge, Khrloskars, Mr Cyrus 
Potmawala, Hydraulics Limited and 
Yamaha of Japan will help them make 
ends meet. 

So gear up folks, for yet anoth^ 
exciting and speedy event. EVen 
three hours of live telecast sboi^ not 
deter you from seemg the event Kve 
at the Nehru Stadium in Pune. 







T he had height, weight 

and str<.!iL;ih m their favour, yet 
they failed to take the national men’s 
volleyball crown from the Railways. 
At least I (j of them, Om Frakash and 
Sanjeo > sharma, are over 6'/2 feet tall 
and '.Jit-rs 6 ft. or over. 

W Ik' ll Haryana led 13-7 in the first 
g.iiiu' thousands of their cheering sup- 
poiiers were looking forward to wcl- 
roiiiing their team as the new national 
champions. But they had overlooked 
the capabilities of men like Kareemul- 
jah on the other side of the net. The 
handsome railwayman, giving an in¬ 
spired all-round display of acrobatic 
defence, boosting and spiking, 
sparked a great rally and saw the 
Railways emerge winners in straight 
games at lK-16, 15-13, 15-8. Had 
tiiere been a man-of-thc-final or man- 
of-the-tournament award as they have 
in cricket matches it would have gone 
to Kareemullah. 

Earlier, Kerala, spearheaded by 
Sally Joseph, iiut up a grand show to 
defeat the fighting 'I'amil Nadu team 
and win the women’s crowm. 'I'hc 
scores in the long-drawn affair were 


15-5. 15-6, 10-15. 14-16, 15-11. Ear¬ 
lier, Kerala had overcome the Railway- 
girls by three games to one and Tamil 
Nadu had made even quicker work 
(three-nil) of 1‘unjab. The south’s 
domination of women’s volleyball is 
beyond dispute. 

If Kareemullah was the outstanding 
male player in the tournament, 
Geetha Vallapil of Kerala, in her No. 
10 jersey, was the steadiest in the 
wotmm’s division. 'Fhe standard of the 
women's game has, no doubt, gone 
up. Still we have failed to make any 
impact on the international scene. But 
there is now a future for girls plaving 
volleyball. If the reported efforts to 
lure players like Sally Joseph to l)elhi 
with offers of a job and a car are true 
then the volleyball girls can look for¬ 
ward to better times. 

The crowds one saw at the Indira 
Gandhi Indoor Stadium came as a 
revelation. Volleyball is a popular 
game no doubt. But this is the first 
time in niaiiy years that Delhi has seen 
spectators coming out to watch the 
game in such largo numbers. With 
the Congress centenary celebrations 


on at Bombay, VIFs were a scarce 
commodity in Delhi, for once. Anii- 
tabh Bachchan was invited to open the 
championships and another celebrity 
of the film world, Manoj Kumar, 
presided over the closing function. No 
doubt their presence helped the orga¬ 
nisers to draw crowds. 

Encouraged by the response, Raj 
Chopra, president of the Delhi Vol¬ 
leyball Association, announced plans 
to stage an international tournament 
dedicated tci the memory of Mrs 
Indira (landhi. A shrewd businessman 
with interests in the building and film 
distribution lines, Mr. Chopra can be 
depended upon to “sell” the game of 
volk'yball. When it is played well it can 
be quite a spectacle, lint the game 
requires dynamic and resourceful 
promoters. Raj Chojira is one. He 
made a success of the national cham¬ 
pionships in spite of the lack of state 
aid. Volleyball lovers are hurt that less 
jxjpular. and still lesser deserving, 
events in the past have ben given 
more generous finaiu ial assistance by 
gowrnmeiit. 


Kerala girla are all smiles after winninq the title 














Lamie M<Maiemy dndcons of 

restructuring the English League 


N o ONE can argue with the finan- 
dal argutnents behind tiu propos¬ 
als to tte re-structuring of tte Foot¬ 
ball League. But I am not sure that the 
changes put forward by the big clt^s 
will generate as much interest as they 
n^t think, and 1 certainly don't 
anticipate them having an immediate 
effect on the standard of the g^. 

I would need the whole of & to 
comment on every aspect of the 
propo^s. The issue has become so 
complicated diat those who have been 
Bivolved in it—as I have, through 
being a member of the three-man 
committee representing the Second 
Division clubs—must have spent a 
small fortime on aspirins! 

But one aspect of the situation 
which 1 &id particularly interesting 
concerns the feet that many of the 
clubs in a new 20-club First Division 
will be there only to make up the 
numb«rs.No disrespect to clubs such 
as Watford, Luton and Oxford, but I 
am (^te sure that the men who are 
striving to instigate a more steamlined 
League—the chairmen of Everton, 
Liverpool. Manchester United, Tot¬ 
tenham Mid ^senal—would have 
much preferred the potentially bigger 
crowd-pidlers Uke Sunderland, Port¬ 
smouth, Shef&eld United, Leeds and 
Derby County in their section. 

Outside Everton, Liverpool, Man- 
;chester United, Tottennam and 
A^enal, there is hardly anythim to 
choose between the teams in the First 
and Second Divisions, llie only way 
the First Divi«on could become more 
e^ than it is woidd be for the number 
of dubs to be reduced to 10, as in 
Scotboid. 

Or^ by providing a better pro¬ 
duct—a hud^ standard of football—^is 
the First ^vision going to.get back 
die many thousands of spectators it 
has lost over the last 10 or 20 years. 
By that criterion, 1 c^’t see that 
having 20 clubs in the First, instead of 
22, is going to make any chfference at 
aB. 

Mpteover, in a ^)-dtd) First Divi- 
skai, ea^ club would have t^ fewer 
home matches. This wouldn t matter 
to (kibs sttoi ah Mandiester Uidted 



OmI« ArdilM: an aaaet to any alda 

and Tottenham—^they could always 
face each other in a couple of lucrative 
exhibition niatches in 2mbabwe—but 
could the Lutons and Watfords afford 
to lose that income? 

It has been argued that this problem 
would be offset by the First Division 
dubs taking a larger share of the 
money from the League sponsors, 
Canon, and the TV income, but be¬ 
cause of the hammering to the im- 
mage of die game in the last 12 
months, such sources of revenue have 
become increasingly problematical. 

By and large, I-and the majority of 
the other people involved with Second 
Division dubs—are in fevour of die 
re-structuring propo^s. Indeed, of 
die 10 changes the First Division put 
to us, mily two have proved m^r 
stidimg points...their insistence that 
First Division dubs have greater vot¬ 
ing power than those in die Second 
and ifrat tberd must be only oaie dub 


' , . loii 

{Komoted from the Second Divitkui 
this season. is 

Our attitude on this latter poutt n bs 
that, as it's the First Diviikm^jdlihis ue 
udio are pressing to a smaller Lpaffue lu- 
in time for next season, they {to the', s. 
ones who should make the saq mq en.'? rn 
In odier words, five dubs dovn ftora ■ k- 
the First and diree tqi .fr!m^dte^ 
Second. 


I don't thihk that's unreasosa^. of 
To me, the most ptosing aspect ^ h> 
the wlu^ business is duit, if - die; ',-s 
League is re-constructed on the Gni^. :'k, 
proposed by the First Division gianto>; . 
there will be plenty (ff scope to dme 
to reach this level, even anxing thoie . ;;e 
in the so-called 'Tntermediilite 
League.” -i. \i. 

Indeed, as far as I am conceni^ '31 
the more dubs who can go up^ ^tol'- l 
down, the better. j 

There is an exceptionaBy thin tp^d -'-‘I ^ 
ing line between success and feBure in ; J; 
English footbaU, and the sp^taoto i 
rises of dubs like Watford {m. Oxford;- ■ 
have proved crucial fectors in dw* k I 
game's a^qieal. |« 

Regular readers of this cedumn I ’ 
mii^t recaB me writing recendy ahbut 
a vital Southampton-Tottenbam : 
match, at a time when Southanmton ; 
had eddied promodon to the First . 
Division and Tottenham needed a . 
pomt from that game to join us. Spurs . 
did it throu^ a 0-0 draw, bou^t ' ' 
those talented Argentinians Ossie * 
Ardiles and Rkky ViOa on the pro-. .T; 
ceeds of their advance season-ddeet . 
sales, and went from strength to ; . 
strength. ^ v 

I have often wondered vdidre Titt- ; 
tenham would be now, but to that ' 
result at The DeB! . ' 

There is no need to Third ^ 
Fourth IMvision dubs to that . .vi 
wiU have less chance dien evec 'm , 7; 
reaching the top if cast into a sepamte . 
League and forced to stand on their 
own feet, financi^. 

WeB-run dubs vw always- baye < 
good chance tff ri»ng to the top. 
contrSnite a lot to the 
there's no way 1 woidd 
supixirting the League re-oktorieffm ' 
plans if 1 felt othorwise. ' ** 
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IM-, ;iiid 
.(!( nil -m* 

jiu) It N])ii'i(>rs 
jl)l '.(MhllllS. 

\it, ! ail after- 
ill.'Hi I'ji lesliv- 
ih .It an office 
.1 li ristma s 
i.irty, a man 
^working on 
the (III •> -lOove mine fell to 
the i' Kii. glass in hand, 
St'III' (lead. 

■\i roughly the same 
liour a Hi^ Court judge 
liiiallv decreed that Third 
division Swansea City's 
days as a football club were 
numbered and that it had to 
go into liquidation. There 
was much gloom and de¬ 
spondency in the town, the 
second largest in Wales, as 
Mr Justice Harman pro¬ 
nounced pitilessly: "No¬ 
thing encourages me to ex¬ 
tend the club any mercy". 
The truth is that the judge 
was eminently fair. For 
weeks, if not months, there 
were rumours and stones 
of rescue operations involv¬ 
ing well heeled business¬ 
men to bale Swansea out of 
trouble. Earlier in the week 
the club’s representatves 
were given ont; last chance 
to come up with a reason¬ 
able pUin. They couldn’t 
and Swansea are now 
getting ready to drift into 
history. 

It certainly has had a 
history with moments of 
magic. Wales, after all. is 
primarily a rugby rather 
than a soccer playing nation 
and Swansea are by English 
standards a small club. But 
it lias bred some great 
names in Welsh and British 
football, men whose deeds 
have echoed through the 
valleys of Wales and 
beyond into Europe and the 
wider world. 

Men like Ivor Allchurch. 
Cliff Jones and the legen¬ 
dary John Charles were 
once household names 
throughout the land. On 
hearing of Swansea’s de- 


mise Charles comiftented; 
“1 recall a World Cup match 

_ 


Swansea City 
nears its end 

Premen Addy 

against Czechoslovakia in the potential talent in 
1957 when eight of the Swansea is going to 
Wales team were Swansea waste. ’’ Quite. But how did 
lads. It’s dreadful that all it happen? 



Only four vears ago 
Swansea had climbed from 
the Fourth to the English 
First Division in successive 
seasons and for a time in 
19H1 had the dizzy expert 
ence of sitting atop clubs 
like Manchester United and 
Liverpool in first place. It 
was a spell that eventually 
faded and Swansea’s des¬ 
cent began thereafter. 

The club had risen under 
the stewardship of John 
Toshack. once a Liverpool 
superstar, who embol¬ 
dened by tliis success in¬ 
vested heavily in ground 
amenitites and playing 
staff. The transfer fees 
were massive as were the 
players’ wage bills. The 
outlay plainly was too large 
for a relatively small town 
like Swansea to support. 
And in any case, there was 
the competing interest of 
rugby. So today Swansea 
have an overdraft of nearly 
£1.5 million with banks and 
other creditors no longer 
prepared to be patient. 

In the past lending in¬ 
stitutions and city councils 
have been generous with 
football clubs, knowing that 
the game commanded an 
enormous public following 
and that their loans would 
never be written off as 
pennanent losses. But soc¬ 
cer’s badly tarnished image 
has changed all that. There 
is now a harder spirit after 
the recent spectacles of 
Bradford and Brussels. Pay 
up or else...appears to be 
the motto. Managing or 
running a club these days 
requires as sound a busi¬ 
ness head as it does a 
knowledge of football. 

WHILE Swansea dis¬ 
appear into the shadows, 
illustrious names like 
Manchester United, Liver¬ 
pool, Everton, Arsenal and 
Tottenham Hotspur are 
still with us. United once 
again disappointed their 
faithful lemons of suppor¬ 
ters by losing to Arsenal at 
home by a solitary goal. 
The winner was struck. 









Fi 




46 


Chart Two of the 5BX Plan 


L AvS'I' vvc'i k w 0 had ^iven >’ou the first i hart in the 5BX 
l^lan. I" I .in> on in thf same vein, we lake up this 
week \Mili ill*' next chart in the senes — Chart Two. 

I'liis ch.ii i ipplies to children up to 11 years of a^e and 
to the people ovet 4.") years of a^e. With the dilferent 
leveF e. i inarked according to the res|H‘Ctive ajie-levels, it 
is \ ei \ simple to find out the appropriate level of exercise 
for f.uli person. t)ne very imjxirlant thiiin; about the 
u iikoul IS not to Ket carried away in your enthusiasm for 
moie muscles and skip tht; elementary stuff. These miKht 
s>‘em very easy and not too important, but they have been 
included to warm up your muscles for the heavier stuff 
that follows. 

Age Groups 

8 years maintains D- 
9 years maintains C+ 

10 years maintains IT- 
11 years maintains A- 
l.'j-iO years maintains A + 

.oO-fiO years maintains C-t- 


1) Stand with your feet apart and your arms held above 
your head. Bend from the waist and touch vour toes. Then 
slraiKhten up and bend backwards as far as you can. In this 
exercise, you have to be careful not to bounce; in your 
quest for further flexibility. 


2) Lie flat on your back with your feet kept about six 
inches apart and your arms kept loosely at your side. Sit 
up to a vertical position, keeping your feet on the floor. 
This mi^ht not be as ea.sy as it sounds as your feet will 
keep risiiiR off the floor. To make things a bit easier, you 
could even hook vour feet under a chair. 

.f) Lie on your stomach with your palms placed under your 
thighs, facing downwards. Raise your head and shoulders 
and both your legs, keeiiing your balance with your palms. 
Ki'cp the legs straight and make sure that both thighs 
clear your palms. 

1) Lie on your stomach with you palms kept flat on the 
ground just under your shoulders. Straighten your arms to 
lift your bodv oft the floor, keejnng just your toes and 
palms on the ground. Keep the body as straight as 
possible and bend your arms to bring vour body back till 
\our chest touches the floor. 

.1) Stationary run. (Count a step each time the left leg 
touches the floor). Lift your feet approximately four inches 
off the floor. After every 7.5 or so counts, do alxiut 10 
astride jumps’. Repeat this sequence until the required 
number of. st<((|||jite completed. To explain the ‘astride 
lumps', wil|%our feet together and your hands hela 
loosely w your side. Jump up with your feet and arms 
raised sideways and return to the starting position. 








1 

2 

LEVEL 



EXERCISE 


mito 

mil* 







run 

run 


1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

In minutm 


A -* 

30 

23 

33 

20 

500 

9 

30 

A 

29 

21 

31 

19 

485 

9 

31 

A - 

28 

20 

29 

18 

470 

9 

32 

B - 

26 

18 

27 

17 

455 

9’';. 

33 

B 

24 

17 

25 

16 

445 

9V? 

33 

B - 

22 

16 

23 

15 

440 

9v? 

33 

C ■ 

20 

15 

21 

14 

425 

10 

34 

C 

19 

14 

19 

13 

410 

10 

34 

C 

18 

13 

17 

12 

395 

10 

34 

D - 

16 

12 

15 

11 

380 

lOV.' 

35 

D . 

15 

11 

14 

10 

360 

10'/.- 

35 

D 

14 

10 

13 

9 

335 

10V? 

35 

Minutes tor 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 



each exercise 









Exercise Two 



Exercise Three 



Exercise Four 



Exercise Five 





NADIA COMANECI 

THE STAR OF THE 1976 
MONTREAL OLYMPICS 
WAS A FOURTEEN YEAR 
OLD. 4 FEET, 111NCH 
RUMANIAN GIRL NAMED 
NADIA COMANECI. 

SHE CREA TED OL YMPIC 
HISTORY BY RECEIVING 
THE FIRST PERFECT 
SCORE OF TEN FOR 
HER PERFORMANCES 
ON THE UNEVEN BARS 
AND THE BALANCE 
BEAM. BEFORE THE 
GAMES WERE OVER 
NADIA HAD BEEN 
AWARDED SEVEN 
PERFECT SCORES. 
WORKING IN THE GYM 
FROM THE TENDER AGE 
OF SIX. SHE SOON 
BECAME OBLIVIOUS TO 


THE THOUSANDS OF 
PEOPLE WATCHING 
HER 

UNLIKE OTHER YOUNG 
OL YMPIC G YMNASTIC 
CHAMPIONS. SHE CAME 
BACK FOR HER SECOND 
GAMES IN 1980. 
ALTHOUGH SHE 
NARROWLY FAILED TO 
WIN THE OVER-ALL 
TITLE, SHE WON THE 
BEAM AND THE FLOOR 
EXERCISES TAKING HER 
OL YMPIC MEDAL TALL Y 
TO5 GOLDS, 3SILVER 
AND ONE BRONZE. 

SHE MAY NOT HAVE 
HAD THE CHARISMA OF 
OLGA KORBUT OR MARY 
LOU RETTON BUT HER 
INNOCENCE AND 
SIMPLICITY MADE HER A 


CROWD FA VOURITE. 
WHEN ASKED WHA T 
HER GREA TEST WISH 
WAS AFTER HER 
SUCCESSFUL OLYMPIC 
CAMPAIGN SHE 
ANSWERED WITH ALL 
SINCERITY, “I WANT TO 
GO HOME.” 

BUT AFTER THE 
OLYMPICS HER 
NATURAL PHYSICAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
HINDERED HER 
GYMNASTIC 
PROGRESS, AND SHE 
EVEN FELL FROM THE 
BARS. HER FAVOURITE 
APPARATUS, DURING 
THE 1978 WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

NuMnUan by Anup Ray 





Sk)ki'ing Life 


4B 

Flights of fancy 

SOMETIME^. I 'l l’ the best thought-out plans have the 
habit of landnu; .'>11 in a mess. Take the case of an avid 
dider enthii 'i.i who got a bit too smart for his own good. 
Very adi'pi . 1 ' !h(.‘ sport, he used to spend his time 
watching ><■ n-'jlls and other birds pick out the best 
themiaK iiud glide about. Soon, he was up there following 
everv fw " < the birds made and really making the most of 
theloTiJ i. isurely flight. 

It <M ( Died to be the best idea for gliding enthusiasts but 
ffir cue problem. While following the birds made for long 
flujhi-. It also meant that after some time you ended up 
losing height over a garbage dump. 










i'i 1 
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Having read up on London and the local 
customs, Clyde wears his bowler. 


Finders keepers, losers weepers 

REMEMBER sports day and how eagerly you awaited it . 
while in primary school? 1'he excitement coupled with the 
chaos to bring out the best in most of us. More often than 
not, you came home witii some cups and medals but minus 
a shirt or pair of keds. But who cared anyway? 

It was, however, at a school in New Zealand that a teacher 
who was in charge of lost property at the sports day came 
up with the best .way to explain it. She started her report 
thus: “When you have 500 boys and 500 girls mbcing 
together and taking their clothes on and off, someone is 
bound to lose something." 

Pradeep Paul 





"You coll that o push-up, Wilson?' 


...J 


1 

1 __ 







AllETheCT^. 


Epidemic 

Crookes galore 

A n epidemic of soccer crimes has 
broken out in Bulgaria. Three of 
the nation’s senior football officials 
have been imprisoned for ‘harming the 
prestige of socialist Bulgaria,’ which, 
put more factually, means ‘stealing 
cheques from foreign clubs and charg¬ 
ing the same clubs for their personal 
services’. 'ITie men—the chairman of 
the league, the head of its internation¬ 
al department and its political instruc¬ 
tor were accused of misappropriating 
100 which had been provided for 
the upkeep of the team when they 
played Wales in 198.'J. 

On the other lumd, two of the 
country’s most glamorous clubs, 

CSKA Sofia and Levski Spartak, have 
recently been disbanded and the play¬ 
ers banned for life for fighting; goal- 
ki'eiHTs have been banned for throw¬ 
ing games for cash and referees dis¬ 
missed for fixing matches. Kven. the 
anny. llie ))olice. lactones and minis¬ 
ters liave been barred from employing 


footballers. 

Aren’t we lucky we live in a country 
where the game is played and run by 
sportsmen, not crookes. 

Black Formula 

Making history 

H ave you ever >een a black driv¬ 
ing a Formula One car? You 
couldn’t have, for it was only the 
other day that Willy T Ribbs made 
history by becoming the first black to 
drive a Formula One when he took 
part in a Grand Prix test in Estorial. 
And he has not failed to make his mark 
on debut. Pundits are convinced that 
he has a promising future in Formula 
One racing. 

Who’s there? 

Nightwatch 

T he security men and guard dogs, 
in charge of protecting the lush turf 
of Twickenham round the clock were 


put on full alert the other night when a 
man was seen striding across the 
pitch. He was tackled by guard and a 
snarling alsatian. 

Actually, it was Bob Weighell, 
secretary of the RFU, who was out 
with his cairn terriers and had to act 
hastily to prevent them from savaging 
the poor guard dogs. 

Indomitable 

Limping to triumph 

C RAIG BODZIANOWSKI is a 24- 
year-old cruiserweight boxer. 
Eighteen months ago he had his right 
foot amputated following a cycle acci¬ 
dent. 

Yet, the other day, he made one of 
the most amazing comebacks in sport¬ 
ing history, when he disposed of 
Francis Sargent by a knocknut in the 
second round in Palos Heights. Illi¬ 
nois, even though his opponent con¬ 
stantly waltzed aound the ring to take 
advantage of Bcxlzianowski's hand¬ 
icap. 



The magic of 
Mortons 






Abracadabra ! It's the 
Morton Magic Chocolate, j 
Deluxe and Supreme 
^Toffees. Coconut and 
’Chocolate Cookies. Rose Eclairs. 
Lactobonbons and many, many 
more yummy treats 

The goodness just oozes out. Milk, 
cream, sugar and all the taste only 
Morton's can bnng. Its sheer 
magic 

M-m m ! Morton's are just 
irresistible 


MOMON 


SWEETS 


MORTON CONFECTIONERY AND MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY 

PO Marhowrah 841418 Dist. Saran .(Bihar) 
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A|BD*e 0 mb«riohun 
nai^<'in nifi m ch- 
iivalsEast lit iumI'' 19- 
yfear-old htnir>.;,;< <>n 

the State Aifiii ’n Ctiam- 
pionships"! I'l lat.ilas they 
notch up ^‘.1 iJiMMts to East 
Bennal'^ 


December Au- 

4m W "ti aijfi reel pun - 
clKiniiik.)[ 210 for eight at 
draw 1)1 stumps on the first 
d;iv of the second Test 
agaitisl India at Melbourne. 
Sending the Australians in 
to bat after calling correct, 
the Indian skipper Kapil 
1 )e\ unleashes liis spinners 
to do the damage with Ravi 
Shastri taking four for 64. 


Calcutta is almost certain to 
play host to the India- 
Czechosluvakia Davis Cup 
tie scheduled for 7-9 March 
1986 according to reliable 
information from Lt. Col. 

A. K, Hose, the secretary 
of the Bengal l.awn Tennis 
Association and Jaideep 
Mukherjec the secretary of 
the Calcutta South Club. 


O "9 D«c«mb«r dreg 
M # Matthews, the 
New South Wales allroun¬ 
der, scores a painstaking 
KM) not out for Australia as 
his team crawls to 262 tn 
their first innings. By close 
of play on the second day of 
the second Test at Mel¬ 
bourne, India, in reply are 
187 for the loss of three 
wickets. 


While the Indian cricketers 
put the stranglehold on the 
Aussie cricketers, the 
South Australian fcKitballers 
return the compliment at 
the DCM football tounia- 
ment beating East Bengal 
.6-4 in the final. 


28 p*C0mb«r Harry 


— ^ Hopinan, the 
legendatjf^^stralian tennis 
player turn #6 coach who 
later moved tp USA. pas¬ 
ses away after a massive 
heart attack at liis tennis 
coaching camp at Bard- 
moor. He was 79. 


India take a 169-run first men with his deceptive spin 
innings lead with Sivar- bowling to take four for 70 
amakrishnan and •¥adav still and demolish their sectind 

at the crease at draw of innings to 228 for eight, 
stumps on the third day of The only batsman to defy 

th«> second Test at Mel- the Indian assault is skipper 

bourne. I)ilip Vengsarkar Allan Border who is at the 

scores 7.6 and Kapil Dev crease, at draw of stumps 
scores a hurricane 6.6 off on the fourth day. with 98 
just .66 deliveries. alongwith Bruce Reid. 



D«comb 0 r The first match in the Su- 
mm 5# Ravi Shastri de- per Soccer series of fwt- 
ceives the Australian bats- ball matches between 



Ravi Shastri, with a fins bowling parformance in 
the Malboume Tsst, founcifomi again 


Bcx'hum XI from West Ger¬ 
many and the Indian XI at 
New Delhi's Jawaharial 
Nehru Stadium fails to live 
up to expectations as the 
West Germans just about 
manage to win by a solitary 
goal. 


The world indoor pole 
vaulting record is bettered 
at the Knights of Columbus 
Saskatchewan indoor sta¬ 
dium as Hilly Olson of the 
United States of America 
sails over 5.86 metres. 


Decembar 

"wW Some lackadaisical 
batting by the Indian open¬ 
ers coupled with untimely 
rain allows Austr alia 
another life at the close of 
the second Test at Mel¬ 
bourne. (ietting the Au¬ 
stralians all out for 308 in 
their second innings and 
setting a target of 126 for a 
win, the Indians Jail in their 
run chase and are 59 for 
one when rain puts a prem¬ 
ature end to play. 


Bengal ikMcIi up a huge 
margiti of 32 points beating 
Tripura by an innings and 
22 l runs in their opening 
Ranji Trophy encounter at 
the Eden Gardens, Cal¬ 
cutta. 


d 4 December Tlie 
lie I Indum tour to Au¬ 
stralia stirs up some con¬ 
troversy as umpire Dick 
French takes offence to 
Kapil Dev’s scathing re¬ 
marks about the umpiring 
at the end of the Melbourne 
Test and accuses Kapil of 
“clutching at straws” in his 
disappointment over the 
Test being drawn. Even¬ 
tually, S. Venkatraghavan. 
the manager of the Indian 
team, has to tender an 
apology for his skipper’s 
outburst. 


Marita Koch of East Ger¬ 
many is named ‘Best 
Woman Athlete of 1985’ by 
Track and Field News, an 
American athletics maga¬ 


zine. 










Crossword 

Mudar 


Quiz 

Ran)>t Ghose 


BRHXiE 

Borm Sehapiro 
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ACROSS 

1. Tennis term begins with an attempt 
at publicity (9) 

6 Australian captain and all rounder of 
the Golden Age appears gallant (5) 

8 Censor's snips for a cricket stroke 

9. This Singh, not Bishen, played for 
India at cricket (4) 

10. Paternal sounding for a golfing term 
(3) 

1 1 Form of running—with an insurance 
preferably (4) 

13. When you run with a fairly compe¬ 

tent athlete you could perhaps ex¬ 
pect him to-you returning (4) 

14. Oriental form of self defence ends in 
a 'repeat' (5) 

15. Cap worn by students of Cambridge 
at sport, especially Jardine in Au¬ 
stralia, IS not out at the end (9) 


DOWN 

2. Wimbledon tennis champion be¬ 
tween the Wars starts with the man¬ 
ifestation of victory (5) 

3. Venue of gladiatorial relish in 
ancient Rome (5) 

4. Colloquial cricket term for the era 
between long leg and deep square 
leg starts with a sacred Indian anim¬ 
al (3. 6) 

5. Gilli Danda is the Indianised version 
of? (4, 5) 

7. ‘I saw my chance of winning the gold 
when I had sex the night before the 
event.' The athlete not only won the 

g ' old. but set up a record in Mexico 
Ity that might not be even equalled 
this century (1,6) 

12. Place where the rally from Paris 
ends in Africa (5) 

13. West Indian bowler, coming up. may 
be mistaken for a bird (1,4) 


Exoeilant: 16*15, Good: 14, Fair: 13. 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is the full name of Eusebio, 
Portugal's star international footbal¬ 
ler of the Sixties? 

2. He scored for Brazil in their first 
game of the World Cup soccer in 
Sweden and again scored in the 
first game of his side in the next 
World Cup—but this time it was 
Italy. Who is the player? 

3. Who was the first plwer in the 
history of the World Cup soccer to 
miss a penalty kick? 

4 Which footballer scored the first 
self-goal in the history of the World 

Cupv 

5. Who became the first player to 
score in every round of the World 
Cup football final'^ 

6 The great Alfredo Di Sfefano scored 
only one World Cup goal in his 
illustrious career. In which game did 
he score"? 

7 Which famous footballer played in a 
World Cup final even though he had 
been sent off in the semi-final? How 
was that possible"? 

8. Which football club have been 
world champions the most number 
of times? 

ANSWERS 
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When I look at reports of a tournament, 
my eye is laways cought by deals where 
no one could possibly divine the con¬ 
tract or the result. Lately I came across 
this little gem from the Olympiad at 
Valkenburg a few years ago. 

Dealer East: E-W vulnerable. 

4 K 8 
q? 9 8 3 
V- Q J 9 8 
4 9 5 4 3 

♦ AQ7654 
Q 

OAK 
4 K Q J 2 

4 10 2 

O’ K J 10 7 6 4 
0 6 5 2 
* A 7 

The hand is from the match between 
Canada and Austria. There was no 
special excitement in the open room, 
where with Canada North-South the 


bidding went: 

sm8i mm 

Nofttl 

Cm! 

KahtiA 

J Bambarfsr 

Mum)r 

G.BMnbAitir 




1C 

2H 

Ptu 

4H 

45 

P«5 

pacs 

pan 



With the spades lying well. East made 
12 tricks, +980. “We can only lose on 
this," East might have said—but you 
never know. This is what happened at 


the other table. 



SouOl 

Mm 

Mortfi 

CMt 

Buehmawr 

Kokoh 

Kraft 

Nagy 


— 


1C 

2S 

pns 

PASS 

pass 


Buchmeior-Kraft had earlier lost an 
11.00 penalty at the two level, so Buch- 
meier aimed to strike back. And he 
succeeded. As it did not occur to West 
to lead a spade at any point, dummy's i 
king made a trick Six down and a 9-IMP 
gam for the “coup Buchmeier." 

Two books by Jeremy Flint and Fred¬ 
die North, The First Principles and The 
Golden Principles (Pan Books, £2.50), 
consist mostly of a problem on one 
page, answer on the next The promise 
of the titles is excellently carried out. 

Introduction to Competitive Bidding, 
nominally by Charles Goren and Ron 
Von der Porten (Robert Hale, £6.95), is 
a revised edition of a book by Von der 
Porten, first published in 1967. None the 
worse for that, and Derek Rimington has 
appended footnotes explaining where 
British practice is different from Amer¬ 
ican It's a valuable work on a subject 
seldom covered in any detail. 

A subsciiption to one of the maga¬ 
zines IS always a welcome gift- Bridge 
International, edited now by Alan Hiron, 
£14.95 annually from 30 Fleet Street, 
London EC4, and International Popular 
Bridge, £14 from 32 The Ropewalk. i 
Nottingham NQI 5DW. j 


9 

f-:? A 5 2 

v' 10 7 4 3 
A in n R 
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CEUCKET 

CONTEIASTS 

FROM CREASE TO COMMENTARY BOX 


Jim Laker needs no introduction. He captured more wickets 
than anybody in a Test match and was, during the Fifties, 
England’s prime spin strike bowler. On retirement, he took up 
the role of an expert on the radio and television, which he 
occupies till date. In the opening edited extract from his book, 
Jim Laker covers two diverse topics—the characters of the 
game and South Africa’s participation in Test cricket. The 
book is published by Stanley Paul and priced at £7.95 


AM not one of those old cricketers 
who is constantly harking back to 
the ‘good old days, ’ but in one 
respect the game is definitely not 
what it used to be. I would not go so 
tar as to say that today's cricketers do 
not enjoy themselves because I do not 
believe you can play cricket at any 
time at any level unless you enjoy it. 
But they certainly do not seem to get 
as much fun out of it as we did. There 


about Emmott whose all-round talent 
was not recognised until he was 35 but 
then kept him in the side until he was 
47. The most famous of them has 
been told many times, but it is such a 
classic that I make no apology for 
repeating it here. 

Emmott was bowling in a match 
against the university at Cambridge 
when an immaculately tumed-out 
undergraduate came in to bat at no. 6. 


are simply not the same kind of 
chnraciers around these days. In re¬ 
cent ve.irs. the only real comedians I 
have seen are the irrepressible Derek 
Randall and the whimsical Ray Eak. 
and every time I look at them I think 
tliey should have been playing 20 or 
30 years ago. They would have been 
in splendid company. 

Tho first great cliaracter I met was 
Emmott Robinson, who gave me a lot 
of i^'lp when 1 was ahpy in Yorkshire. 
TTrere must be a thotit|^ stories 



It took him ages to take guard and 
even longer to take a careful, studied 
look around the field. Then Emmott. 
who bowled little outswingers, ran up 
and bowled him one that ducked in, 
pitched about leg stump, moved away 
off the wicket and hit the top of the off 
stump. 

For a moment, the undergraduate 
was absolutely speechless as he gaped 
back down the wicket. Then, re¬ 
membering his upbringing, he had the 

E resence of mind to say: ‘Well 
owled, Robinson, weUbowled.’ 

‘Ay,’ said old Emmott. turning to¬ 
wards him. ‘and it were bloody well 
wasted on thee.’ 

It was.Emmott, of course, who is 
said to liave told the great Neville 
Cardus: ‘Ah reckon tha med me up,’ 
And my other favourite story about 
him concerns a chance meeting be¬ 
tween the two of them one cold, 
wintry morning iii Market Street, 
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Bradford. 

The previous summer, Yorkshire 
had got into a lot of trouble in one of 
those bitterly-fought Roses matcltes 
before the war and they were looking 
to Emmott to play one of his great, 
match-saving innings on the last day. 
He was obviously determined to hold 
Lancashire at bay all day and at lunch 
had been in about two hours fur nine. 
He was still there halfway through the 
afternoon on about 25 when, to every¬ 
one’s utter amazement, he suddenly 
played a late cut. Old Emmott had 
never played a late cut in his life for 
the simple reason that the very 
thought of doing it had never entered 
lis head. Now he set off for a nin 
oefore he realized the full enormity of 
what he had done, stopped absolutely 
petrified in the middle of the pitch and 
was stranded as the guy at third man 
picked up the ball, whipped it in and 
ran him out. The last two wickets fell 
quickly and Lancashire won the 
match. 

The following February Cardus was 
walking down Market Street when he 
saw the hunched figure of Pmimott 
Robinson, liands stuffed deep into his 
pockets, flat cap pulled low over his 
downcast eyes, coming towards him. 
He did not notice Cardus until Neville 
greeted him: ‘Hello, Emmott, how arc 
vou? Are you wintering well?’ 

Emmott looked up and recognised 
the speaker. Then there was almost a 
minute’s silence before he said mourn¬ 
fully: ‘Ec, Mr Cardus, 1 never should 
have done it, 1 never should have done 
it.’ 

I had a letter from Emmott when 1 
was in P'gypt during the war—and I 
am sorry to this day that 1 did not keep 
it. It was over three pages long but 
there was not a single punching mark, 
just one senteniT that rambled on and 
on bemoaning the fact that there was 
no cricket because ‘Hiker has bug¬ 
gered the whole thing up.’ 

If Emmott was the first great char¬ 
acter 1 ever met, then the second was 
undoubtedly Stan Squires who was 
playing for Surrey when I joined them 
in 1946. He was still in his prime when 
he was taken ill with leukaemia and 
died within a few weeks at the age of 
41. 

Stan was a bom humorist and cer¬ 
tainly one of the funniest fellows 1 
ever played with. Those were the 
days when we were not allowed to 
travel by car and all our trips to away 
matches were on the train. Stan 
always took his ukelele with him and 


would make up little songs and ditties 
to keep us amused on the way. Week 
in, week out, he would often Have us 
in fits of laughter and thoil^ some of 
his more hilarious offering may not 
be suitable for publication, I'can let 
you have a little of the taste with this 
extract concerning a former Sdrrey 
captain, who had better remain anony¬ 
mous. 

He stands there at cover 
He stands oh so deep 
That the batsmen run singles 
Whilst he is asleep 
And if he comes closer 
It’s still just a farce 
’Cos he runs like a duck 
With an egg up its arse. 

Then there is the lilting little IjTic 
he used to crmin to keep his spirits up 
in the dressing room when the Surrey 
batsmen were engaged in some im¬ 
possible run chase. 

Throw your wickets away, away 
Throw your wickets away 
1 don’t care what becomes of me 
•As long as I hit out with my B-A-T 
So throw your wickets away, away 
Throw your wickets away 
Sing of joy, sing of bliss 
For the bowling is P— 

And throw your wickets away, away 

Another comedian was Alf Barlow, 
a little guy who kept wicket for 
Lancashire in the early Fifties but 
spent most of his winte'rs going round 
the pubs and clubs in Manchester 
doing his ‘turns.' He may not have 
been the greatest wicket-keeper Lan¬ 
cashire have ever produced and never 
became a household name as a comic, 
either, but he was full value on the 
Commonwealth tour to India in 1951. 


I got a letter from Emmott 
in Egypt during the War; 
over three [xiges long but 
there was not a single pun¬ 
ching mark, just one sent¬ 
ence that rambled on and 
on bemoaning the fact 
there was no cricket be¬ 
cause 'Hitler has buggered 
the whole thing up.' 


It is always important to have a 
humorist on a tour like that and All 
kept us smiling with turns like this: 
Send out the MCC to India 
Send out your bowlers and your bats 
Send out your gallant wicket-keepers 
And don't forget to take yours spurs 
and spats. 

Send out the boys of the MCC 
Who made old England’s name 
Send our Sir Pelham, Rait-Kerr and 
Cubby Allen 

But for God’s sake don’t send ME! 

Around the same time, there was 
Charlie Harris, who opened the bat¬ 
ting for Nottinghamslwe with Walter 
Keeton and has to be one of the 
funniest men who ever played fhe 
game. 1 will never forget the first time 
David Fletcher came across him. He 
was making bis debut for Surrey at 
Nottingham and before the match 
Charlie—well aware that the newcom¬ 
er had never been to Trent Bridge in 
his life—dressed himself up in a pin¬ 
striped suit and a bowler hat complete 
with brief case and umbrella and 
introduced himself to David as the 
cricket writer of the local paper. Then 
he sat with him in the dressing room 
for lialf an hour taking down copious 
notes about liis background, educa¬ 
tion, career so far, the lot. Within 
minutes of the interview coming to an 
end. ‘Fetch’ was flabbergasted to dis¬ 
cover that his interviewer had quickly 
changed into his cricket clothes and 
was taking the field with the rest of 
•the Nottinghamshire team. To his 
eternal credit, with the shock did not 
stop David from scoring about 190! 

Another Hams classic came at 
Trent Bridge during Npttingham- 
.shire’s traditiomi! Whitsun fixture 
against Surrey in tlie days when the 
gates would have to be closed on both 
the Saturday and the Monday. I vyent 
in to bat about five o'clock with around 
400 on the board and had scored a 
dozen or so when tlic second new ball 
bc'came due. Harold Butler was taking 
It and as he walked back to his mark at 
the pavilion end I looked round to see 
he had three slips and two gullies—as 
was the usual case when 1 came up 
against the new ball! There was a 
hush as Harold began his run. but he 
had not got halfway to the crease 
when the silence was broken by a 
shout from one of the gullies. 

‘Hold It a minute. Harold,'cried 
Charlie Harris. Hold it up! I’m not 
ready. ’ 

Harold stopped in his tracks. I 






j looked round to set whid wab Koinf? 

I Oft And Charlie e\|)!ained; Jim. lad, I 
i think it’s only fair i'> tdl you. Unbek¬ 
nown to vou! lit s !>ui another gully 
^ in.’ 

I' J stared in ,iiTi,i/fment because 1 
could not s('r an', difference in the 
field, until I - nddenly noticed, lying on 
.. the ground hi-idi' Harris, a complete 
: set of lake i<i th grinning back at me. 
it was a IM'"-';!! Harris prank. 

■ f> 111 - oi his favourite targets was 
Fredilu f liown, who played for Sur- 

■ re,\ iii loi e lie went to Northampton- 

■ still e. Charlie would delight in nomi- 

■ iiai mg every ball that Freddie bowled, 

: e.illing out just as his arm came over 

'leg break!' or ‘googlyl’ before pro¬ 
ceeding to play each delivery with the 
utmost relish. 

ft was the kind of humour that you 
don't come across in cricket nowa¬ 
days, and another of the same vintage 
was (ieorge Cox who played for 
Sussex .side from the turn of the 
century. And when George produced 
a son he was terribly ambitious that he 
would follow on and keep the tradition 
going. But the lad, unfortunately, had 
no int(‘rest in cricket whatsoever. He 
was a very bnglit boy who won a 
scholarship to Cambridge and obtained 
a degree there, yet for years George 
remained very upset about it all. He 
ufecd to say that when the boy was 
naughty, he would punish him by 
taking him to a county match; if he 
was very naughty, he would take him 
to a Test match: and if he was very, 
very naughty, he would take him 
anywhere to watch Trevor Bailey bat! 

•1 remember playing for Surrey at 
Hove one day when Cox came in to 
but and got to about 30.1 was in the 
middle of an over when he suddenly 
put his hand in his pocket, pulled out 
an onomious false moustache and 
clipped It under his nose. He was 
standing there like Aubrey Faulkner 
or somebody from the 192l)s. but 1 did 
not notice the change in his appear¬ 
ance until 1 got to the point of 
deliver>’. Then 1 nearly died as a slow 
full toss slipped out ot my hand, and he 
hit it straight over the pavilion for six. 

(ieorge w'as also a good soccer 
player and his proudest boast was that 
he was understudy to Ted Drake at 
.Arsenal, wliich meant tliat if Drake did 
not play, the forward line read: 

Hulme, Jack, Cox. James atid Bastin. 
Actually (ieorge otJy played two or 
three times for the first team but he 
turnt'd out regularly for the reserves 



Guess who? Tweedledee 
and Tweedledum on the 
English ship to S. Africa in 
1956 


and a clash between football and 
cricket fixtures produced a story that 
went round the county dressing 
rooms. 

Sussex were due to play at North¬ 
ampton and the side travelled north 
without George who was playing foot • 
ball and would not be joining them until 
later in the evening. They arrived at 
the Angel Hotel and captain Hugh 
Bartlett went up to the receptionist 
and announced; ‘We are the Sussex 
cricket team.’ 

‘Ah, yes,’ said the girl. ‘Very good. 
How many of you are there?’ 

‘At the moment, ’ replied Bartlett, 
‘there are ten of us... without Cox. ‘ 

At which point, so the storv' goes, 
the receptionist fainted. 

JohnWarr, captain of Middlesex for 
years, was one of the game’s great 
humorists and is still in huge demand 
as an after-dinner speaker. He had a 
quip for every occasion, such as the 
time we were playing Middlesex at 
Lord’s in light far worse than they 
would ever contemplate playing crick¬ 
et in these days. Appeals against the 
light were not allowed and when Warr 
bowled two quickish balls outside the 
off stump against Stuart Surridge, our 
captain stared back down the pitch and 
said: ‘Can’t see a bloody thing, can’t 
see a bloody thing out here. ’ 


Two balls later, Surridge played and 
missed and over went his off stump. 
•Couldn't see a blmxly thing,' he grum¬ 
bled as he made his way back to the 
pavilion. 

‘All right. Stuart.’ said Warr. ‘At 
least you’ve proved your point. ’ 

My favourite example of the Warr 
wit came on the occasion of Bill 
Edrich's wedding—his fourth, I think. 
Admission to the reception was by 
invitation only and when Warr arrived 
without the necessary card the man 
on the door said: ‘Sorr^’, sir, you can’t 
come in here without a ticket.’ 

‘Ticket?’ exclaimed Warr. Tve got a 
Season ticket for these.’ 

1 am not sure whether Johnny 
Wardle has ever had as much of a 
sense of humour off the field as he had 
on it. But when it came to the kuid of 
antics that leave the crowd in fits of 
laughter he was the funniest man 1 
ever saw. He had so many tricks 
which he ijerfornied with perfect tim¬ 
ing, such as the stunt he pulled on an 
unsuspecting young West Indian bats¬ 
man during England's lour ot the 
Caribbean in 1954. 

We were playing a minor match on a 
matting wicket on one of the smaller 
islands when drinks were brought out. 
The batsman discarded his bat and 
gloves and left them by the crease 
while he went in nt'cd of much-needed 
refreshment, whereupon Wardle stole 
up to the wicket and. with a dramatic 
flourish for the benefit of the crowd, 
shoved the bat under the mat. Jlie 
batsman had seen none of this and 
W'hen he looked for his bat he was 
immediately suspicious of Wardle, 
whose huddled figure as he retreated 
towards the boundary gave every 
indication that he had something con¬ 
cealed beneath his shirt. 

The batsman gave chase to 
apprehend the ‘thief, ’ and the little 
ground almost shook with laughter 
when Wardle, now a picture of inno¬ 
cence, turned round and solemnly 
shook his hand while excited specta¬ 
tors screamed: ‘Under de mat, man, 
under de mat!’ 

That was typical of Wardle’s 
humour. And equally typical of the 
man was Colin Ingleby-McKenzie’s 
remark when he was asked for the 
secret of his success in leading Hamp¬ 
shire to their first County Cham¬ 
pionship for 66 years in 1961. Disci¬ 
pline was the key, he said in all 
seriousness. He insisted that every 
member of the side was in by break- 
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fast-time... 

And it is a breakfasl-tiine story that 
reveals the true nature of ‘Ingers’ who 
brought life and excitement to Hantp- 
shire cricket but whose greatest love 
in life .was racing. Around that time, 
there were no two more contrasting 
characters in any county side than the 
funloving ingleby-McKenzie and the 
Hampshire opening batsman Henry 
Horton, who was a very solid, staid 
performer. All cricketers devour the 
morning papers over breakfast, princi¬ 
pally to see w'hat has been written 
about themselves but also to find out 
how their ct)mpetitors are getting on. 
And on the morning of one away 
match, Ingers came down for break¬ 
fast, late as usual, to find Henry still 
poring over the previous day’s 
scorecards. 

‘I sec Leicester won yesterday.’ he 
said as his captain sat down at the 
table. 

"And about time. too. ’ retorted Ing¬ 
leby-McKenzie. ‘He hasn’t been in the 
frame for two weeks. ’ 

No chapter concerning the charac¬ 
ters of cricket would be complete 
witliout mentioning Fred Trueman— 
though 1 have always believed that half 
the stones one hears about him are 
either untrue or. at the very least, 
wildly exaggerated. 

But 1 do like the one Peter Parfitt 
tells about his own first appearance 
against Trueman at Lord’s. All the 
Middlesex players were out on the 
balcony as Parfitt. trembling with 
apprehension, made his way out to the 
middle. Trueman was already pawing 
the ground at the end of his run, which 
stretched almost all the way back to 
the pavilion. And he completely 
ignored the incoming batsman who 
gave him a nerv ous glance on his way 
past. 

Instead Fred looked up towards the 
home players’ balcony lust above him. 
‘All right,’’ he called. ‘You can run his 
bath now.’ And, sure enough, after 
softening up the newcomer with one 
or two venomous deliveries, he sent 
the petrified Parfitt packing for his 
early bath. 

My own particular Trueman tale— 
which I know to be true—again goes 
back to the West Indies in 1954. After 
being unmercifully hammered in 1948, 
we had gone back to the Caribbean 
with what we thought was a very 
strong side—including Hutton, Com¬ 
pton, May, Gravenev. Trueman, 
Statham, Bailey. Lock. Wardle and 



The winners. All is re¬ 
vealed...England's captain 
Peter May and his off- 
spinner Laker 


myself—but we found ourselves 2-1 
down by the time we went to Trinidad 
for what was the last Test match ever 
played on a jute matting wicket. 

The West Indies won the toss and 
made 681 for eight declared with 
Weekes scoring 206 and Worrell and 
Walcott a hundred apiece on a surface 
that was absolutely perfect for bat¬ 
ting. It meant we had to make 552 to 
save the follow-on, which we maruiged 
to do, but not before Fred and 1 had 
ft)und ourselves facing the third new 
ball. 

It was in the hands of a chap called 
Frank King from Barbados who, after 
about two days in the field, was still 
bowling at something like 95 miles per 
hour, and P'rank Worrell, who, after a 
fairly long bowl in the heat, had been 
reduced to something around my 
pace. As soon as Fred came in, he 
called me down the wicket for a 
conference, only on this occasion it 
was not so much a conversation as a 
monologue since I took no part what¬ 
soever. Fred simply looked at King 
and he looked at Worrell and then he 
said to me: Til tell you what, jim lad. 
thee take King and I’ll look after 
Worrell. ’ 

In fairness to P'red. I must say I 
thought it was a reasonable assess¬ 
ment of the situation—until about the 


third delivery with the new ball. N uu 
could always tefl when King was uoing 
to bowl you a bouncer because he i .m 
up a bit quicker and you could see tlie 
whites of his eyes, so, knowing vvli.ii 
was coming. I went to hook it. I hiiin - 
tunalely for me. though, the ball hit 
the seam ot the matting wicket. de\ i- 
ated and hit me smack over the right 
eye. 

Down I went with a huge gash («i 
rny head and blood spurting out all 
over the placi'. There was no assist¬ 
ance forthcoming from P'red, who had 
suddenly lost all his sun tan and had nc 
great desire to leave his end. So, with 
nobody else coming near me, 1 hauled 
myself to my feet, applied a handker¬ 
chief to the wound and set off groggily 
back to tlie dressing room for treat¬ 
ment. 

It was only when I was passing 
Fred that he broke his silence. ‘Bad 
luck, mate,' he said.' 'Bull thought I 
worked that out just about rijdit.’ 

There were characters among the 
umpires Uki, and none greater than 
Alex Skeiding who w’as responsible for 
that marvellous piece of poetry called 
‘The Umpire’s lament.’ There was 
never any shortage of humour when 
he was standing in a match. He kept 
the game going and he kept it lively, 
although his patience was sorely tried 
■during a varsity match in the Puties. 

It was a long, hot day with the 
cricket slower than any Test match 
and when a well-bred undergraduate 
acting as twelfth man came out with 
the drinks halfway through the after- 
niKin he made quite a fuss of old Alex. 

‘Now, then, Mr Skeiding,’ he said. 
‘What would you like to dnnk? We’ve 
got lemonade, @nger beer, or some¬ 
thing stronger if you prefer it.’ 

‘All I'd like, ’ said Alex testily, ‘is a 
glass of McLean’s stomach powder 
because this cricket's giving me the 
bellyache. ’ 

It was Alex, of course, who used to 
take the bails off at the end of each 
day's play and announce: ‘And that, 
gentlemen, concludes the entertain¬ 
ment for today!’ And though he did get 
the bellyache on the odd occasion, I 
am sure he and everyone else in¬ 
volved in the game did find it far more 
entertaining than they would do today. 

Suspicious of South Africa - 

W HILE South Afirica’s whites en¬ 
joy one of the highest living 
standards in the world, one-third of all 





Book Extr&t 



At the races—presenting a 
prize to a lucky owner in 
1981. Cannot remember 
the horse's name...only that I didn't bock it! 


its black children under the age of 14 
are stunted in their growth becaust* 
they do not get enough to eat. 

' While its health system for whites 
has pioheered heart transplant 
sUrger\', its system for blacks has a 
ratio of one doctor to every 174,(XK) 
people in some areas and an infant 
mortality rate 31 times higher than the 
white rate. 

While the country generates 6() per 
cent of all the continent's electricity, 
some of it from nuclear energy, the 
only fuel source for most blacks is 
firewood. 

It is reports such as this—published 
in tht' flbsi-n er newspaper—which 
always pei suade me to think again 
everv time 1 fi'cl 1 am being swayed by 
'Ifet'doni in sport’ campaigners like 
the Conservative MF’John Carlisle 
and my old England colleague Denis 
Compton in their attempts to get 
South .\frica readmitted to Test crick¬ 
et. l'<ir 1 siniplv do not believe that it 
is possible to have multi-racial cricket 


in what is quite obviously not a 
multiracial society. And for all the 
fundamental changes that have un¬ 
doubtedly taken place in the past few 
years, I am not at all convinced that 
they are any more than windowdres¬ 
sing for the benefit of the outside 
world rather than their own black and 
coloured sportsmen. 

I have only been back once since 
then, lor a week in December lyfio. 
But 1 learned more from that brief 
visit than I had done from all my 
previous trips put together. For it was 
the first time. 1 had been able to see 
the other side of the picture and to 
experience first hand some of the 
horrors of the system of apartheid. 

My invitation had come from the 
Cape Coloured cricketi'rs who wanted 
me to present some prizes and speak 
at a dinner in Cape Town. 1 w;is met at 
the airport by the sports editor ol 
their own local newspaper, which was 
sponsoring the event, lie was himself 
a Ca|x.’ Coloured, though 1 would not 
have known it since he was almost as 


fair-skinned as 1 am. 

Having just got off the plane, the 
first thing I wanted to know after the 
formal introductions was the way to 
the gents’ toilet. He led me into the 
airport lounge, pointed to a door and 
said: ‘You go in there, but 1 can’t come 
in with you I’ve got to go to another 
one’. 

‘You must be joking’, 1 said, giving 
him a sideways sort of look. 

‘No’, he said. ‘I’m afraid I’m not 
loking. And if you are shocked at that, 
just wait until you see my son’. 

.^nd, sure enough, 1 was even more 
taken aback when 1 was introduced to 
the strapping, (ift. 2in., blond-haired, 
white-skinned youngster who, like his 

father, was classified as ‘coloured’. 

• 

I had gone for tea at the sjwrts 
I'ditor's house—a nice, little, detached 
bungalow—and I was interested to 
know how much it cost to live in the 
areti, where 1 bad lU'ver been before 
because it was wired off from the 
neighiKiuring district. ‘Well, I'm on the 




Book Extract 



A fair old side of cricketers 
at Gubby Allen's 80th 
birthday at Lord's. Jim Lak¬ 
er is at extreme right 


edge of the demarc ation line’, said my 
host. ‘On the other side of the railway 
line IS the ‘whites’ area. It costs 
something like IT),(MM) or £6,(MM) more 
for me to buy my house than it does 
for them to buy a,similar one. ’ 

There had been a few clianges from 
the last time 1 had been in Cape Town. 
1 stayed at the President Hotel and 
blinked the first time I saw that there 
were black iieople staving there. That 
would certainly not have been the 
case 17 years earlier. So there had 
been some progress. 

But there were no signs of progress 
for the coloured cricketers, who are 
not accepted by the whites and not 
accepted by the blacks. 1 spent the 
whole week with them, watching their 
matches and witnessing the conditions 
under which they |)layed. And, in 
truth, it was horrendous. There was 
no such thing as a turf wicket. Thev 
played on matting laid down on a 
rough field. A broken down old shack 
served as a pavilion. Lunch was a hot 
pattie eaten standinc in a corner, 'lea 


was a bottle of orangeade sipfied 
through a straw. 

The Cape Coloureds have their own 
inter-provincial competition and the 
Western l^rovince .side were going to 
play Natal in Durban. But instead of 
taking a comlortable hour-long flight 
like their white counleriiarts would 
have done, they were going all the 
way in the back ol i L'i-luindredwt'ight 
truck which was going to take them 
two days. .'\nd naturally they lelf very 
bitter about the situation. 

It was easy to understand why. For 
there were a lot of very promising 
young cricketers among tlu’m. In¬ 
deed, I would go so tar as to say that 
you could have picked out another 
four or five Basil d’( )liveiras troni the 
people I saw plat ing. But the only 
advice thev I'tei got was Irom within 
their own ninks .No ov ei se;is coaches 
went near ilieiii. I liey had no hope, 
no chance at all. 

South .‘Xfrica's supporters tell us 
that the situation is better now. And 


since it is impossible to argue other¬ 
wise when one has not been there for 
almost 20 years 1 have to accept that 
some changes have taken place. But 
liowi'ver well intentioned the cricket 
authorities might be, they still hit a 
tremendous barrier when they tpine 
up against the political situation in the 
country. .And 1 just do not believe that» 
it is ever going to change. 

1 had two invitations to go back to 
South Africa during the winter of 
lyKl-'l but 1 turned them both down. I 
would not have been allowed the 
opportunity to see what w'as really 
happening behind the window- 
dressing, to find the answers to the 
vital questions. 1 low far do the 
changes extend to the grass roots of 
black and coloured cricket? What kind 
ol treatment do the children get? 

What kind of schools do they go Ui? 
What kind of opportunities do they 
nave? 

Until we get the right answers to 
those, mv doubts and suspicions will 
remain. And 1, for one, wSl stay away 
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G hosts on i-.verest? 

My mountjiiiicering 
friend was in'-nltt 'l when I 
scoffed at In- ihrury. But, 

' milMte him, Il'.ivf not spent 
days ncg"u,)!;ng ice floes 
and rojJtnK frostbite; 
besidt'.s. i’ i- easy to ridi¬ 
cule the I'lea of itinerant 
spirit- "i. a mountainside 
; wht't) will <ire sitting in the 
sei ine amfines of a club 
hai 

Moreover, ghosts are 
(raditionally confined to the 
realm of Victorian country 
cottages, with creaking 
doors swinging eerily on 
their rusty hinges; with 
cobwebs draped over dusty 
windowpanes; with diffused 
light struggling to find its 
way through a choking fog. 
True? Perhaps not, for 
those who have read the 
brilliantly researched book 
77k* Ghost of Flight 401 by 
American author Jolin Ful¬ 
ler. It is a gripping story— 
true—of a Lockheed airlin¬ 
er that crashes in the mur¬ 
ky water of a swamp in the 
Everglades. Bob Loll, the 
captain of the ill-fated flight, 
dies in the wreckage, lion 
Repo, the flight engineer, 
succumbs to his injuries in 
hospital. As months go 
salvag«*d parts from the 
crashed Lockheed are can¬ 
nibalised and used in other 
planes of the airline's fleet. 
Almost immediately, there 
are reports among senior, 
resijonsihle crew members 
that the ghosts ot Loft and 
m the mam. Repo are 
appearing on tlu'ir flights. 
As I said. It IS a tiue, 
meticulously documented 
story. 

Which in turn sel me 
thinking. If ghosts could he 
seen alni.ird a modern 
twentieth century wide- 
ijodied conimeicial let. why 
not on the icy slopes o| the 
highest mountain in the 
world.'' 

Psychics <-laim th.il thev 
have comnuinicali'd with 
the spiiits III liMiie and 
Mallorv. who died on the 
slopes of I'^veii-st in 1924. 
Dill lh*>y reach the sumink, 


decades before Hillary and 
Tenzing? Psychic evi¬ 
dence—if it be deemed reli¬ 
able by historians—would 
suggest that they did. Frido 
Kordon, an Austrian clim¬ 
ber, attended a seance in 
1926 and said that the spir¬ 
its told him of reaching the 
summit, where Irvine col¬ 
lapsed and died, with Mal¬ 
lei^ burying him under a 
caini of stones before de¬ 
scending and then falling 
150 metres to his death. 

Frank Smythe, who 
made a solo attempt on 
Everest in 19.'13, reported 
later that he suddenly found 
himself linked by his rope 
with a second man when 
there was not a human 
being on the mountain. On 
another occasion, six Rus¬ 
sians were lost on the w'ay 
to the summit, never to be 
.seen again. Even before 
the world had heard of their 
disappearance, an English¬ 
man in the vicinity found 
himself in the company of 
six men who looked like 
Asians. It was only when 
he returned to civilisation 
tlut he learnt of the comci- 
(lence, if it could be called 
that. 


One Everest aspirant 
had an equally esoteric ex¬ 
perience. On a lonely ridge 
he found to his astonish¬ 
ment that he was walking 
towards another person. 
His surprise companion, an 
Englishman, had appeared 
without warning out of a fog 
bank. He was clad strange¬ 
ly, in old fashioned cioth^g 
and carried obsolete equip¬ 
ment. The two men shared 
a slice of cake before the 
unknown Englishman dis¬ 
appeared without trace. 

But the most haunting 
exprience was related by 
the late Nick Estcourt, who 
was a member of one of the 
Chris Bonington expedi¬ 
tions. Estcourt was climb¬ 
ing on his own at about half 
past three in the morning, 
making his way towards 
Camp Five. He was about 
two hundred feet above 
Camp Four when, for no 
apparent reason, he turned 
around. “1 don’t know why 
I did that,” he said later. 
“Perhaps it was because 1 
sensed somebody was fol¬ 
lowing me. ” 

There was indeed some¬ 
one behind him. He looked 


normal in every way, but 
was so far below that 
Estcourt could not feel his 
movements on the fixed 
rope. Since there was ihj- 
thing at the time to suggest 
that this was a suj^matural 
experience, Estcourt 
assumed that it was one of 
his team members wanting 
to catch up vrith him. He 
stopped and waited. So too 
did the figure below him. 
As Estcourt looked on, 
puzzled, so did the other 
climber. With no signals 
being exchanged, Estcourt 
decided to move on, turn¬ 
ing round four or five times 
to confirm that he was 
being followed. There was 
no fear, for he assumed 
that the second person was 
sherpa Ang Phurba. When 
he finally reached Camp 
Five, he turned round for 
one final check. There was 
no one there. 

Hallucination? Improb¬ 
able. Estcourt’s account 
was defended later by Pe¬ 
ter Habeler, who climbed 
Everest with Reinhold 
Messner in May 1978 with¬ 
out the aid of oxygen. 
Habeler referred to 
Estcourt as a "sober man 
with the analytical intelli¬ 
gence of a mathematician". 
More important, he lays 
great stress on the fact tlat 
Estcourt was well adapted 
to the altitude and he rules 
out categorically any 
chance that it may have 
been a figment of the im¬ 
agination. He dbes add, 
though, that Estcourt had 
experienced this at the pre¬ 
cise spot where a friend of 
his had been killed in an 
avalanche in 1973. More 
interesting was the fact 
that, a few hours after 
Estcourt had discovered 
someone on the rope be¬ 
hind him, tragedy befell the 
expedition. Fellow climber 
Mick Burke disappeared on 
the summit.* d«>spil^> the 
u.se ot oxygen and modern 
f*qiiipment. No one ever 
saw him again. 

David McMahon 


If ghosts could be seen aboard a twentieth century 
commercial jet, why not on the icy slopes of the 
highest mountain in the world? 
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Consequent on the biennial Acturial valuation of the 
Corporation's assets, all with-profit policies in force on 
31st March 1985 will qualify for the following bonus: 


Whole Life Policies: 


Endowment Policies: 

RS. 55.00 


Rs. 44.00 

per Rs. 1000 sum assured per annum 


per Rs. 1000 sum assured per annum 


An UC policy is more attractive now then ever before. Insure and be secure. 
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“B/erthou^of 
consuhiiig 
acJodor 
about hair loss? 


It is reassuring to know that the 
scientific formula of Keo-Karpin 
Hair Vitalizer has been testeci and 
approved by a panel of doctors. 

It was found that Keo>Karpin 
Hair Vitalizer provides ail the 
proteins, vitamins and coenzymes 
essential for a healthy scalp 
condition. 

Read this research report: 

**66.66% of the cases gave excellent 
and 33.33% gave good result with 
complete disai^rance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss...So, success rate with Keo* 
Karpin Hair Vitalizer may be stated to 
be cent per cent.’* 

(Indian Medical Gazette 118,223,1984) 
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KEO-KARPIN 

HAIRVnMJZER 

Ihe lproMgnl scientiflcw^ 
to prevent hair bss. 


Careyouomtiust 
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Pathetic 


PATHETIC is the word which I use to 
describe the decision of S.M. 
Gavaskar. Gavaskar's decision to 
re-open the innings just because he 
knew if he did not, he might have been 
out of the final eleven. 1 have been a 
Gavaskar fan all iny life and to me it is 
surprising that a man of Sunny’s 
temperament went back on his word 
because of a threat. Gavaskar has 
been changed into a puppet. I bet if 
tomorrow the selectors threatened to 
throw him out of the team, if he 
refused to captain the team, he will 
accept the captaincy. Now this man's 
word means nothing. Today he 
advertises for Dinesh Suitings, 
tomorrow he might advertise for 
Jiyajet—looking for easy money. 

SAMIR M. MAUAJAN, 

Calcutta. 

Siva a must 

AN Indian spinner is, and has always 
been, a far more difficult proixisition 
for opposing batsmen than a fast 
bowler-from the same country. 
Manager Venkatraghavan and 
skipper Kapil Dev obviously kept this 
in mind while selecting the team for 
the second Test against Australia. 
Bringing in Sivaramakrishnan in place 
of Chetan Sharma was the best move 
that could have been made ui the 
circumstances. To make its way up 
the ladder of world cricket once again, 
India had to try and win the series 
down under; and to achieve this all the 
necessaiy chances had to be taken. 
That India failed to win the second 
Test in an altogether different story, 
but the fact was that the gamble had 
paid off. The spin trio of Yadav, 

Shastri and Siva had the Aussies all 
bottled up and all but gave their 
captain bis first Test win. 

BULBUL SINHA, 

Assaai. 

Bangladesh 

THE five-two win of the Indian soccer 
contingent at the exptmse of a forceful 
and determined Bangladesh team in 
the South Asian Federation Games at 
Dacca was a hard-earned one. The 
host gave a thoroughly .spirited display 
and forced thetr Indian counterparts to 
a one-all diaw, till extra time. The 
intemat^nal footballers of P.K. 


Baneijee’s team could not succcsstully 
penetrate into the rival citadel and 
thus failed to produce any result. The 
tie-breaker had to be resorted to and 
surprisingly all the medals in 
soccer—gold, silver and bronze—Ivid 
to be decided through tie breaker 
(Nepal got the better of Pakistan to 
take the bronze). 

P.K. got the taste of victory after 
two decades but he must now 
concentrate on his boys' weaknesses 
specially shooting. Next to idkipper 
Sudip, Atanu should be given credit 
for telly clinching the issue, though 
three of the five lacks went astray. 
What is worth mentioning is that 
Bangladesh soccer has reached a high 
standard in the sub-continent and 
become a force to reckon with. 
Salauddin and his boys deserve credit 
for bagging the silver. 

SHYAMAL GUPTA, 

Burdwan. r i ’ ■- . .'T''' 

x - ' - _, •1 

A new fc|i|g 

STEFAN EDBERG, the 19-year-old 
from Sweden shocked the entire ten¬ 
nis world when he mauled Mats Wilan- 
der his own countryman in the Austra¬ 
lian Open Final at Melbourne. His 
pertormance was fabulous througdiout 
the tourney and reached its peak whde 
knocking out Ivan I.endl, the world’s 
number one at present m a five-set 
thriller. 1 am sure, this particular 
victory over Lendl must have inspired 
him a lot and it resulted in his bagging 
his first grand slam title at the tender 
ago of 19. 

So it was an all Swedish Final and 
both the players Wilander and Edberg 
knowing each otlier's strength and 
weaknesses played the game accor¬ 
dingly. But Edberg definitely worked 
nut well on Wilander’s weaknesses 
and capitalised on them. 

But why has Sweden been produc¬ 
ing so many good players over the 
years? If we rtTfresh our memory a 
little bit, 1 think, all will agree that the 
answer in one word is Bjorn Borg, the 
tennis sensation. Yes, Borg's char¬ 
ismatic career did aQ the magic. His 
historic feats in the tennis world 
inspired not only Swedish youngsters 
but many others from other parts of 
the globe. I opme'that. in future, 
Sweden nwy deptete the tennis 
world like An)$^ did a few years 

S. tv. FADMS. g, 

Bombay. # , 



EYE OF THE TIGER 


N O man >ild ever have been 
schr nit *>. play the way he (kws. 
The pur’ ‘ aid have to frown on his 
technic ne coach shudder, prefer¬ 
ring : ..k the other way. The 

trad/ rst would shun him; the 
ca'. V .-;tander find him irresistible. 

N / r, is impossible for Krish- 
' iiari Sriklumth. 

aroof be needed, look no further 
• :i two examples. One, of how in his 
j d>'but Test against En^and in die 
! }!^«1-82 series, he was run out be¬ 
cause he absentmindedly strayed from 
the safety of his crease. Two, of how 
in the Prudential final against die West 
Indies at Lord’s in 1983, he astounded 
the capacity crowd by completing a 
run backwards. 

As an international cricketer, Srik- 
kanth’s belligerence is so entirely 
instinctive d»t it frequently borders' 
on the absurd. Often making a mock¬ 
ery of the mere chore of survival, he 
goes so far as to thrive on the task. 
Not for this man the dour defensive 
blade; such an approach to the job 
would be unthinkable, even unforgive- 
able. If there is anything predeter¬ 
mined about his cricket, it is the 
avowed intention to cart the bowling 
to every point of the stadium. 

It was this precise aspect his 
cricket that threatened to choke Srik- 
kanth’s career. Club match, State 
game, backyard encounter; nothing 
alter^ his atdtude. A colleague re¬ 
calls having seen him slog an incandes¬ 
cent hundred on matting at a consis¬ 
tent rate of two runs a minute. The 
style, so typical of the man, attracted 
attention. 

You tended to lose track of whether 
he was in the Indian team or whether 
he was in the wilderness. When he 
opened the innings in a Test match, 
your pulse always beat a trifle faster 
than normal. There was never any¬ 
thing so uncertain as the glorious 
uncertainty of the game the way 
Srikkanth played it. When he got runs, 
he did so in spectacular fashion; when 
he failed, the doubts about his career 
grew progressively darker. 

Did he deserve to be included in the 
Test squad? Or was he only worth his 
place in a one-day If Srikkanth 
was aware of the debate, he 
gave no indication of it. He turned in a 
nugget of in innings in the 1983 
Prudential ;fiaal, treating Indian sup¬ 


porters to the rare sii^it of Andy 
Roberts being latiiered. His 38 was 
the top score of that match, but the 
question mark still lingered over a 
future in Test cridtet 

His style was tailor-made for the 
demanding nature of limited-overs 
cricket and he revelled in the frenzi^ 
accumulation of runs. This, as never 
before, was the classic case of a 
one-day batsman trying to a^pttw' 
style to the tradition^ parameters 
of Test cricket. During the Benson 
and Hedges World Championship of 
Cricket m Australia in early 1985, 
Srikkanth proved—as only he could— 
tiiat slogging could be made to look 
like an art form. Shastri pipped him to 
the driver's seat and ownership pap¬ 
ers of the gleaming Audi, but it was 
the opener from Madras who sent the 
Sydney and Melbourne groimds on 
fire. 

As if to drive home the point that he 
revels in conditions at both these 
grounds, Srikkanth hammered his way 
to 86 in the second Test of the series 
now behind us. Then, injured and 
using Siva as a runner in the third Test 
at Melbourne, he torched the 
seemingly elusive century that se¬ 
cured 1^ a pkice in Aussie folklore. A 
hundred in 97 balls. As an opener. 
More important than the manner in 
which he made his runs in the Sydney 
and Melbourne Tests is the fact, lest 
we forget, that the frantic pace at 
which he made them gave India the 
upper hand on each occasion. Being 
on the brink of victory was, as we all 
admit, a team effort. But it was the 
brilliance of Srikkanth that put his side 
in front. 

This is a man who has never been 
shacked to convention. Impatient bt 
playing the game in the fashion dic¬ 
tated by his peers, he sidesteps tradi¬ 
tion in his own—utterly his own— 
instmctively aggressive manner. Scy¬ 
thing arc. Flashing blade. Were the 
immortal Errol Flynn to return from 
the dead to nde Hollywood once 
more, his one wish would probably be 
to pqrtray &ikkanth in a Cecil B. 
DeMiUe extravaganza. 

Come to think of it, when was the 
last time you saw him playing a 
copybook defensive stroke? 
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S ITTING aro ind 
radio sots ii InHi 


thing IS sur< < < mnu 

to your altf it " ut Au 
straliancruk lostsh 

And th,ii ii ilmosi 
deaftnin I'li pints 

Grip \i itli time 

ht <oi I I ktt the 

ocst » foi his 

a(t I fiild the 

in t It his kan 

K antics each 

II t" tht hilt 
vlitthcws 2b IS 
•> new national 

I IIkI no wonder with 
iptil). and distinitk 
iillt i< 111 I est iinturu s to 

III ndit Hut It max uiiiu 

I siirpnst to uadds 
\«isias that 1 \i ir loo 
( M II in his hotm stati ot 
\d\ South Walts pltnlx 
ol [Mopk won icatK to 
dismiss tht budflinp all 
rounder as siliv as a 


Wedoneed 
another hero 

Australian cricket certainly 
does. And Greg Matthews is 
the answer, says Noel Mengel, 
editor of “Australian Cricket" 


vxlitil \s sonieonc with 
tall nl hut someliow latking 
(ht ntttssarx qualities up 
stalls to make lull ust ol it 
Ol as miitlv . handx hat 
whosi howling pieUntions 
uliitl on tin Kliosxntralit 
S\(liu\ Li It kit (iiounri 
pitch 

Iht doubters stalled to 


ihangt thin minds m 
niassi in an iltitm nio 
Hunt dminp tlu lu-l It >l 
ol thi Austiiliin suiiinui 
ipainst New /( ilaiul \u 
stialias lust inniiics liid 
t rumhlt d tht si loiuI w s 
in tht piotts (d dome so 
when tht iinprt ssililt 
Mdttluws tanit to |oin 
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Allan Border at the trease 
1 he Press corps were 
slatting to arrange eariy 
ihghts home At first, 
Matthews took inspiration 
from his champion skipper. 
Alter some hours til devout 
ipplication in the burning 
Htisbanc sun it seemed 
the levelse was true, so 
siiitiv did the voungster 
tiiit lilt ball 

I lit 111 tht dav Mdtth- 
< v\ h vtitd ncai his 
iiiiuldi list lenturv, and 
lilt lUisvil w nil tl lor him to 
I p It w sin li s oitath this 
milt tom 

I hi oliiliii Miient 
t mu III, I iiniK 1 itcd 
I 111 It I down till tidi .1 d 
I lilt d oil spiniu 1 V uigliaii 
111 own high intI hindsomc 
I Ml niid on loi SIX How 
Ill im pi iM I" in Iht world 
voiild 1 ) 11 k lilt ir own abilitv 
so siitlv in siith a situa 
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The bails fly but the toe is in. Kirmanl’s attempt 
(not in pic) to stump Matthews falls 



tlOIl'' 

Iht issut was stiltil in 
Melbourne in tht snond 
lest agdinst India Asiiii 
Austiaha was in dtspnatc 
stiaits'and this time <\en 
Boidti was back in the 
paMliun Kapil Dtv was 
light on taiget lor a his 
tone victory 

When ttu last man in 
Da\t (iilbcit cainc to the 
wicket Matthews was on 
59. and he had no option 
but to hit lustih cleinh 
into the cacti nous spates 
ot the Mtlbouint Liitktt 
Giound Kapil Dtc could do 
no moie than stare htaccii 
wards lor assitancc Matth 
cws luiishtd unbtdltn on 
100 in an innings as bitaOi 
taking 111 It s wac rs Siik 
kanth s a week latti in Sc cl 
nec perhaps moie so con 
sidenng the slate of the 
game and the tieacluic of 
the ccickit 

On the field Matthews is 
a pocket denamo—lines 
santlv chatting, clapping his 
team-mateb on dicing and 
sccooping at the ball When 
It comes off. as it has this 
vear, it is difficult to im 
agine a more mspiration.il 
j&yer When he bowls his 


iic.il little spinners his un 
hi idled enthusuisni results 
m a succession of yelps 
leaps and scissoi kicks At 
hit his IS a pictuic ot 
studious concentration 
that s until it conics to the 
monitnl to itlish his sue 
ttss Altci his maiden lest 
tc ntui c he < hai ged down 
the pitch in a dedightcd 
da7t w icing to his giil 
liiend in the stands facing 
tin I \ i amti is and in 
stiibing an M foi his big 
gt St Ian cc itching at home 
his mothei It ccas an out 
pouiing ot public emotion 
sc Idom St t n 

It has been no easy icMd 
for M.ittheccs though On 
his hist ocei St as tout that 
disasti ous trip to the Cam 
b( .in 20 months ago he 
clidiit win too iiuinc tnciids 
among Ins team m.iles He 
cniocccl better lelalioiis 
with the Ft css parte Last 
season .ind through the 
long soric Ashes tour 
Matthews si emed to pro 
coke a rts)»(mse .ind raise 
the lit of ^ht ti idilionalists 
whtrecei h' went 
He cant understand it 
1 m not wild he told 4u 
stidlyn Ciuket Md^dme 



m one mteiciew 
within invselt Im not 
not an outrageous human 
being I need •■ledge in 
hist class cnekt I ll a pti 
son asks me i question 1 
try to be honest with them 
lhat s the way 1 am 

Aetuallc Matthews is 
one of the most tniditional 
looking place IS anccclurt 
although once with spike 
hair and eai ring that was 
not so 

LcHik at a photo of him 
eoneentrating at the crc.ise 
these davs in h.iggc cap 
hall close cropped shut 
buttoned to the wrists It 
coulti hacc been a photo ol 
an Austialian placei at <nn 
time horn the turn of the 
century not iiist in IWh 

Matthews is at a los, to 
understand the lapluic tint 
greets his ariical on the 
ticid these cl, ICS Hut he 
knows 11 h< Ip-, his guilt 
I cell bt (uit his I inu 
leachccl such heights 
Mdtthcccs was likiK to be 
seen chatting mciiilc to 
hiinself Ol dancing it line 
leg 01 way mg to the 
ctowd or pulling l.ues ,u a 
kid entertaining hiniselt as 
well as the pacing cus 


Intiuth he has stood out 
tiom the ic'sl during his 
c.iit«i iiol because he is a 
mciclc 1 II c hai ac lei in a game 
pkic I cl be 1 111 Ic c onservd 
Inc people lit listens to 
the 1 liking lit ids and the 
Sick Couiuil like plciUvof 
Ausii ill in kids whe n other 
ciickctci'- |)uki case 
listening music 

ihc kids set omething 
in M.iltlicws the charac 
It 1 iiisi as they did in Doug 
Walttis the c.iid placing 
c c< r smiling I iirikin ot the 
\usti than t< im in the /Os 
li'st as \iisii ill ins took 
Itj V\ lilt 1 s c 11 tlinu s^ 
tht c w 11111 to Mitthews 
lioiHstc hi >hcti )oc at 
pi icing lilt gimt wtun big 
Init k could 111 ikt the pro 
It ssiotiil itcnit Who'an 
Limit 1 St incl thost ciitics 
who would luce him curb 
his n itui ll t nt igc just bt 
t.iust lints not tilt wac 
lilt I'liiit wdsoiuc placed' 
Is It such a tiinit to tnjoc 
pining I Hike l ihcst diics' 
Hu nultitudc ol kids who 
fitliglii at (ireg Matthews 
cette nio'o iont think so 
\nd the \ k the ones echo 
itilK count 


s lookalike Matthawst fl uii alaiMt 
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CovEfi Story 



Too good too late 

Ashis Ray reviews the last Test at 
Sydney between India and Australia 


T Iil I'! I Hill one tied incident 

Iielmrn Australia and 
th,' \\ i m 1960 and innumer- 
j!,i. .Ir.ivvn encounters in the 

ii-^i cncket. and it would, 
ln’ fail to say that the third 
I -i i : :i; India-Australia Test at the 
■ .li'K v t ricket tiroimd. like the pre- 
c.ani' oiH' at the Melbourne Cricket 
(.louiid, rather fits in to the latter 
cafifjory. But it was also fjrossly 
I t)r.appointin}> because India, once 
iKain, fully deserved to win this >»anie, 
ind but for almost three hours play 
j Ix'inR eaten up by tiie weather and 
i non-co-operation with Kapil Dev by 
1 some of the Indian halsmen, the result 
j would have been just that. 

Besides, a series without a single 


positive outcome was, arguably, a 
black mark in the 109-year history of 
Test cricket in Australia, because, 
quite sii/iiily, this has never occurred 
in the past in this country, if you 
discount the instance of Pakistan play¬ 
ing a solitary match at Melbourne in 
the 1964-65 season, which was left 
undecided. The inconclusive state of 
affairs this summer was by no means 
inspiring for lovers of the fivc-day 
game either in Australia or India, 
facing, as they are, a serious threat 
from the fancy dress circuit. 

But, after the loss of those one 
hundred and seventy three minutes in 
tilt' third and fourth days of the SCC 
Test the odds were clearly, against 
India. Not since the Anglo Australian 


meeting at Lord’s in 1934—^in which 
the legendary left-arm spinner Hedley 
Verity, took 15 for a 104 and sent the 
visitors crashing to an innings de¬ 
feat—had as many as 16 wickets fallen 
in a day. Furthermore, Verity had 
obtained his startling success on a wet 
wicket, whereas the current trio of 
Indian spinners had. at best, a normal¬ 
ly wearing pitch to exploit. ITie fact 
that a dozen wickets tumbled on the 
final day of the concerned Test was 
testimony enough to the escalating 
skills of Shivlal Yadav and Ravi Shas- 
tri, particularly the former, and cor¬ 
respondingly, to the relative lack of 
teciinique and temperament on the 
part of the present crop of Australian i 
batsmen. 




The fifth day of the match, began 
quite innocuously. Australia, the pre¬ 
vious day, had battled their way to 
three hundred and forty-seven for 
four, which included a splendid 131 by 
the Tasmanian David Boon, a 
stupendous stand of 217 for the first 
wicket between him and the other 
makeshift opener Geoff Marsh, while 
the rock-like Alan Border stood omi¬ 
nously poised on 64 not out. This 
situation left the home side just 64 
runs short of thier objective of avoid¬ 
ing the follow on. Nothing but a tame 
draw appeared to be on the cards. 

But the Australian skipper in an 
uncharacteristic rush of blood sudden¬ 
ly jumped out of his crease to hit 
Shastri over mid on, only to witness 
Chetan Sharma run back a few yards, 
position himself beautifully (while nev¬ 
er taking his eyes off the swirlitjg 
skier) and take a brilliant catch. Bor¬ 
der was, thus, gone for 71. which 
made Australia 369 for five, and that 
was it, because the remainder of the 
batsmen just panciked and were 
bf)wled out for 396, 4ive runs short of 
forcing India to bat again. 

'rhe morning had begun with Vadav 
not accepting a difficult return chance, 
but with the only other reliable wiel- 
der of the willow, Greg Matthews, 
top-edging a sweep off him to back¬ 
ward square leg: soon after the twen¬ 
ty-year-old Steve Waugh, playing m 
only his second Test, had glanced the 
same bowler into the hands of leg slip, 
a dramatic transformation came about 
in the circumstances: and India, to 
their credit, seized the opijortunitv in 
admirable fashion. 

Yadav, who had wheeled awav over 
after over without much luck, trium¬ 
phantly led the Indians back into the 
dressing-room with a haul of five for 
99 off 62.3 overs. On a wicket which 
at no stage lived up to its much 
heralded help to spinners, and was as 
flat and lifeless as the Green Park 
wicket in Kanpur, it was magnificent 
bowling, albeit against a batting line¬ 
up unaccustomed to top quality trund¬ 
ling. And Shastri. his twin, was not far 
behind with four for 101 and another 
display of quite immaculate left-ann 
orthodox stuff. The track was too dry 
for this Bombayite’s style of "hitting 
the deck" yet at no juncture did he 
allow the opposition to dominate 
him—a hallmark of his accuracy. 

It was eight minutes to lunch when 
Australia went in to bat fur the second 
time. For 88 minutes India were 
denied a breakthrough by Boon and 



i 

I 



Kapil Dev hints to the umpire that it 
is not Ibw and that he had nicked it 
first 

Marsh, once again playing sensibly. 
But after that the thickset hundred- 
maker of the first venture was runout 
by almost twenty yards as he dashed 
out from the non-striker’s end not 
noticing that Sivaramakrishnan had 
tiiadc a smart stop at short fine leg, 
and in the very next ball Marsh got an 
jnside edge to a turning and jumping 
delivery from Yadav to make it 57 for 
two. 

Soon, it liecame 115 for six, whch 
incorporated the exit of Border, 
caught at gully off a sharply gyrating 
ball from Yadav. The Australian cap¬ 
tain had inexcusably held himself back 
to number seven in the order to keep 
himself informed about the arrival of a 
daughter in Brisbane—it was not a 
difficult birth! But in so doing, he 
compounded his team’s problems. 
1'ension mounted in the quite empty 
stands—after four days of reasonably 
good attendances, less than five 
thousand spectators turned up on the 


final day-half a dozen close catchers 
clustered around the bat. And Bor¬ 
der’s departure being in the thirloetiili | 
of the twenty mandatory overs in th i 
last hour, a victory for In(^ was, a: 
this point, by no means iui impossibil¬ 
ity. It might have become a reidity had 
India managed to get rid of Greg 
Ritchie, the only recograsetPbatsman 
still left undefeated. But this was not 
to be. And however uncomfortably 
and unstylishly, this rugged rig^- 
hander saw Australia through to safe¬ 
ty. Of course, whether he aHoidd have 
been allowed to, is a diff«*ent matter, 
because thrice he deliberately and 
rather dangerously padded u|} to the 
spinners. Each time, he was given die 
benefit of the doubt. But India could 
not complain too much, since they, 
too, had been granted at least a couple 
of favours by the umpires in uiia 
match. 

Thus, the great excitement of the 
final day eventually ended in an anti¬ 
climax, and another setback of sorts 
for Kapil Dev, desperately searching 
for his first Test win as captain in 
twenty Tests. Indeed, had he put R 
across to the Aussies on this cKcasion, 
it would have, possibly amounted to 
the best birthday present the htsnan 
dynamo has received in his tweirty- 
seven years. Besides, lud the windM 
taken place, the Indian skipper would 
have owed much to the pyrotechnics 
of Krishnamachari Srikkanth, Man of 
the Match and Man of the Series, the 
latter jointly with Kapil 

Though slightly fortunate, since he 
was dropped at two. this brave hue- , 
cancer made light of a foot injury 
(suffered) when he was only tan) to 
contrive one of the most aggressive 
innings ever played by an Imfian in 
Tests. One can recall Farokh Engin- 
ner’s swashbuckling century at hud- 
ras in January 1967 against the West 
Indies (whose record in terms of balls 
received is, sadly, not officially pife- 
lished, since those were still the rays 
when this more scientific method was 
not in vogue), and Sunil Gavaskar's 
rather explosive hundred off just 94 
deliveries. But other than that, one 
would be hard put to identify a owe 
furious ‘ton’ by India, and certainly not 
overseas. 

It was Srikkanth’s maiden century 
in Tests, and he could not have got it 
with greater power aixl precision. 
Playing with the help of a runner, he 
raced firom 26 to 77 in a mere 7.2 
overs, leaving Gavaskar, at the other 
end, stationary cm 27. In this one 






One for the sky. Vengsarkar miscues 


Azharuddin drives Into forrh 


devastiitiiiR period, the Taniil 'I'li’er 
destroyed the imich-talked-about 
propensities ot the local lej’spinnei. 
Bob Holland, by hitting him lor 22 in 
one over—which bracKetted him wiili 
a select liaiid ol four others who have 
procured as niatiy in an over in resis, 
other than, of course, Stindip f’atil 
Klorisouly striking Bob Willis foi 2-1 iii 
one over year at Old Trafford in 
19H2—embellished, as it was. with 
four fours and a toweniiK six to lonj; 
on. It W'as enough to sel the swellei- 
inn SCG on fire. 

His hundred came oft an electi living 
97 balls and he lontinued in this 
cavalier vein till he Int'd to pull a ball 
horn tteJmi sisUint Bruce Keid. (iitch 
fd the off-stump, hut onlv 

sueqH|Pw in dragging it on to his 
sttimn He was out lor llh. The 
Ijj^^P^ogeahle crowd, gave him a 
‘ ig ovation, just the way in which 


they had greeted his hundred. 

'fhe opening partnership ol 191 was 
a rc>cord for India in Australia and soon 
on tlu' second tiay a more voluminous 
stand was on view—that between 
Gavaskar, who after giving two 
ch.inces in his lirst 27 runs proceeded 
to a masterly 172 (his tennis elbow 
problem in his left arm. seemingly, no 
longer hampering his driving), and 
Mohiiider Amarnath, who got 138 
attei two ‘lives' and an escape from 
the dreaded finger, who realised 22'] 
tor the .second wicket—the best lor 
anv association by India against Au¬ 
stralia. 

But it was also in the midst of this 
lecord-hreriking that India somewhat 
lost their way, scoring only 81 runs in 
the first lot) minutes on the second 
da\-, and that despite both batsmen 
being moie than well set. Amarnath. 
was the principal culprit, adding just 


18 runs to his overnight score ot 72 in 
the .session before lunch and leiiiiinng 
164 minutes to unleash his first hound- 
ary of the day—-alter he had rather 
selfishly got his 10th hundred. 

As a consequence, it was Kapil 
himself who entered the stage at the 
fall ol (iavaskar's wicket - bowled 
round his legs b,\ Holland to try and 
take the game by the scnili of the 
neck. He got a (juick -12, which was 
admittedly a minor contribution com¬ 
pared to the centuries by the first 
three batsmen—onlv the fourth such 
example in Te'^t hislorv--but went a 
long way at <> crucial lime to repair 
the damage ol the moniiiig. 

But Kapil, like Amarnath, fell to 
Dave Gilbert, plaving ovei a yorker— 
Amarnath had penshed flicking to 
square leg. I'here was no need to 
despair, how'ever, for the Nuam of 
Hyderabad, young Moliammed Azhar- 




‘Better not to look’. Vengsarkar evades a McDermott flier 


iiddin, \va> in uiie of liis j;encruus 
ni(K)ds. Ho sliowcrod his bounty on 
Iho s))oot.ilors witli a stunning knock 
oi h'i not out in just seventy eight 
l>alls. 

I’lliniatolv tlie gigantic total of fi(K) 
lor ioui at a ivite of around four runs 
jii'i over M was also easily the lugh- 
est In India abroad and the second 
biggest anywhere—was almost a 
breakiui'k eflorl by niodeni day stan¬ 
dards. But foi a team attempting to 
snap iIk’ de.idlot k in th<' series, at 
least an Iioui’n llnig at the weary 
Au-iUaliaii hatsmeii would have been 
lactKallv wiser instead of the less than 
2(1 niiiiutes granted to the Indian 
1)1 n ii'i s, h was, undoubtedly, logical 
oil . f jiart of Kajiil Dev to think at the 
outset ol the game that the wicket 
would turn nightmarishly for batsmen 
fioiii lin third day. But once he saw 
the track ease out into a batting 
jiaradise, he should have been wary' of 
it not deteriorating that fast. 

As it was. not a single wicket fell in 
the first session in the first three days 
and in the entire third day. Indeed, 


only eight wickets went down in the 
first four days, turning this phase of 
the match into an absolute leather- 
hunt. But at the same, the scenario 
could well have been dilferent it the 
catches had been held. India, too, 
permitted at least a half a dozen 
chances to slip by—Marsh and liorder 
being the main beneficiaries - a luxury 
one could ill-aford on a wicket like this 
with Siva bemg a mere shadow of his 
erstwhile self. 

But Australian batting collajises 
have become quite comni<.>n these 
days. Another dubious demonstration 
was provided on the fifth morning, 
when their last five wickets disinte¬ 
grated for onl}' nine runs. Yaclav 
grabbing four of them in Iff) balls. This 
off-spinner almost induced a repeat 
performance the same afternoon le 
turning, as he. did, the remarkable 
figures of; ;f3-22-19-.'5. But after tlu; 
three-day marathon of 95.3 overs, 
one could not expect this increasingly 
confident cricketer, or for that matter 
the resilient Shastri, to exhibit the 
freshness of mind and motion. 


And so, with the Australian ^ore 
on 119 for six in the second innings, 
the curtain came down on this last 
India-Australia Test. It was a golden 
opportunity tor India to register a 
first-ever s<*ries win in this country, 
and win it two-nil. Instead, the record 
hooks will show that all the three 
'I'ests ended indecisively. 

But 1 suppose, the statistician can 
take solace from the three huge 
stands—the oru> between Boon and 
Marsh was the highest fust wicket 
partnership for .Australia against India, 
the third highest for any wicket by 
Australia versus India and the fifth 
highest opening partnership for Au¬ 
stralia against any side—from Boon’s 
two hundreds in the series, which 
were also the first two of his Test 
career, fiom tJavaskar’s Bradmanes- 
c|ue altainnient of his 32nd Test ton . 
and centuries at each of the Test 
match centre.s tn Australia. And last 
but not the least, from the rapidity of 
Srikkanth’s innings, wluch if recycled 
in the one-dayers will leave them with 
little leisure at their jobs 






Ns; ail Bhattadiaiya ‘shoots’ the 
' ! Iboume Test 









One flew over Klmiwil e headt Wayne Phllllpa loeee control of a fMiil ahot off Yadav 



K.K. Srlkkanth on the assault in Melbourne. If the Auasies thought that his 86 was the last word in 
attacking cricket, then there was more in store. Last picture: Srlkkanth leaves, dismissed 



One run round the corner for Matthews 




























Put down at three and 27, Sunil Gavaekar 
square cuts In die Sydney Teat en route to thia ^ 

32nd Test century. Gavamr and Srikkanth 
on 191 runs for the first wicket, one short of g 

India’s best first-wicket stand against Australia 
and the highest by any country at Sydn^ In the last twenty years. 
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.‘iLSMlIf’ P®**’ Gkwaskar was stagnant, Srikkanth moved from 26 to SSI 

O Reilly fen thet It was one of the moat exciting tuMrig perfomwnces seen at the SCG 





"T >.-)l,ittheMel- 

} .'K'Cncket Ground 

I ' • nconsideredthe 

>1 'xpensiveinall Au- 
- '.ilu The Central Soil 
1 1 , ^«.‘arch OrKamsation 
look charge ol the wicket 
sonic time back, studied 
I lie soil and the grass. A 
true and fast wicket was 
attempted at—but without 
luck. In fact, each time the 
strip was put to use it 
behaved most unjiredict- 
ably. The last time the 
Indians played a Test at the 
MCti before this tour en¬ 
ded in favour of the Indians 
on the last day. Bruce 
Yardley was btiwled by one 
tl^t never went higher than 
his ankle. The Indian bow¬ 
lers had a field day and 
Australia, chasing 143, was 
shot out for 83. The square 
has been relaid twice in 
eight years with repairs 
having been carried out on 
the surface several times. 
Without success. 

One of the reasons attri¬ 
buted to the freaki.sh t)e- 
haviour of the square is the 
pounding that it takes from 
Rules F(X)tball in the Au¬ 
stralian winter months. 

The underground heating 
system based rin the steam 
pipe layout was attempted 
to keep the grass alive and 
growing. In fact, tliis year 
the curator brought in 
couch grass from the 
Albert Ground in South 
Melbourne to salvage the 
strip. 

From what appeared 
from the game between 
India and,Victoria at the 
MCG, the wacket appeared 
to have a lot of runs in it. 


From what was evident 
from the first first-class 
game of the season, the 
selectors were impressed 
enough to leave spinner 
Bob Htilland out of llic 
second Test match. 

And how they missed 
him! 

FOR the first time in India's 
cricketing history, her first 
three batsmen scored cen¬ 
turies in the same innings 
at Sydney. 

The first to do so were 
Hobbs (211), Herbert Sulc- 
liffe (122) and Frank Wool- 
ley (134 not out) playing 
against South Africa for Fn- 
tland at Lord’s in 1924. 
Australia achieved the land¬ 
mark twice. Colin McDo¬ 
nald (110), Arthur Morris 
(111) and Neil Harvey 
(133) did it against the 
W'est Indies at Port-of- 
Spain in 1955. Ten years 


later between Australia and 
West Indies, Lawry (210), 
Bob Simpson (201) and Bob 
Cowper (103) repeated the 
effort. 

For the statistically- 
minded, Gavaskar and M. 
Amamath improved on In¬ 
dia's—and their own—re¬ 
cord for the second wicket 
against Australia by putting 
on 224 in 322 minutes off 
72.2 overs. 

India's 6(M) for four de¬ 
clared was her highest out¬ 
side India, bettering 520 in 
the first Test at Adelaide 
on this tour. Their best at 
home is 644 for seven de¬ 
clared against the West In¬ 
dies at Kanpur in 1978-79. 
BHAVIN Kadia made an 
impressive first-class debut 
lor Saiirashtra in the Ranji 
Tiophy. Chosen to play 
against Gujarat at Rajkot, 
the Porbandar offspinner 
picked lip five wickets for 
til runs oft almost 30 
overs. Radia was so effec¬ 
tive that Ashok Patel, him¬ 
self an aspiring Test bowler 
and stand-in captain for this 
game, was forced to con¬ 
tinue with Radia. Radia's 
performance is all the more 



Gavaskar Is bowled In the Melbourne TeaLThe 
last time the Indians played there, the ball did all 
sorts of things, bowUng Bruce Yardley on the 
last day with one that never bounced above the 
ankles! This time the Auaaie selectors feK that 
the pitch would play true and left out spinner Holland. 
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creditable since five out of 
the first eight fell victim to 
his guile. Interestingly, two 
were stumped (Surinder 
Amamath being one of 
them), two teg before and 
one bowled. 

Dilip Doshi, now playing 
for Saiirashtra, was not in 
the side playing the game. 
Doshi had played the ear¬ 
lier game against Maliar- 
ashtra and had a tr>4ng 
time, picking up three 
wickets in one innings while 
yielding more than a hun¬ 
dred runs. 

“OF all the cricket playing 
nations in the world, the 
Australian Test players 
must be the crudest of the 
lot,” wrote Roadninner in 
77ie 7’init's ndiidui. .. the 
Australian Tesl players as a 
whole are enough to make 
others sick. Take the latest 
offensive rubbisli that their 
new’ captain, Allan Border 
has given expression to. 
What a line of captains! 

First there was macho man 
Ian Chappell, (hen there 
was his brother who was 
not much better. Only Kim 
Hughes had an innate sense 
of courtesy and sufficed 
because he was not ‘hard’ 
enough. 

“.Now Border! First he 
says, the Indians somehow 
bring the ’aggro’ out in the 
Aussie side? What on earth 
does he mean? Well, it is 
fairly obvious. If Border 
ever got up the nerve to 
say the same thing about 
the West Indies, their fast 
bowlers would make him 
eat crow time and again. 

But the Indians with their 
image of ‘gentleness’ (and 
their lack truly of a fast 
bowler) would seem to be 
easier meat. Then what 
does he say to justify the 
silly behaviour of Merv 
Hughes about a wind-blown 
bail when Kapil was bat¬ 
ting? "Anyway it’s not fair 
to blame Hughes alone. 
We’ve all liad our liackles 
up against the Indians. ’’ 
Really? Hackles up for 
what?” 









Sportsworid 

Despite his 

moderate success over 
the last two series and 
fair consistency, 
Mohinder Amarna4h 
was rijinoured to be 
close to eKciusion, 
'Over the hill , some 
said, on the vert^i- ul 
retirement', felt 
others. He? disproved 
his critics with a 
resounding century in 
the last Test 
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In the fast lane 

Haresh Munwani speaks to sprinter Adille Sumariwalla 


F or the present, AdUle Jehangir 
Sumariwalla will have to rest con¬ 
tent with the tag of being the fastest 
man in India. A^d had the elements 
not conspired against him, the 28- 
year-old bespectacled athlete could 
well have been described in the sports 
pages of the nation's newspapers as 
the fastest man in Asia. 

Looking back on his stint as a 
sprinter, Sumariwalla can boast of 
winning the 100m event at the Nation¬ 
als since 1978 for a record seven 
consecutive years. In fact, such has 
been his domination that at the Jalan¬ 
dhar Nationals he triumped despite 
the fact that he had been laid low by 
chicken pox a month before the event. 
In addition, he ran the race in defiance 
of expert medical opinion just so that 
his winning sequence was not inter¬ 


rupted. 

“Currently, all my training is being 
done with the 1986 Seoul Asian 
Games in mind" he says. “I know my 
timings are better than anyone else in 
this subcontinent but unfortunately 1 
do not have a gold medal to substanti¬ 
ate my case. This is why I consider 
the injury I suffered a few days before 
the 1982 Delhi Asian Games as un¬ 
doubtedly the biggest setback to my 
career. ” 

While practising the baton exchange 
for the relay event at the Asian Games 
Village track, he twisted his ankle 
when his foot hit a pothole thereby 
rupturing the ligaments of the ankle. 
This injury eventually sidelined him 
from his pet event and to rub it in, 
Sumariwalla had the mortification of 
seeing Malaysia’s Kabaun Pit winning 


the gold medal in the KMJni with an 
effort of 10.67. Wliai made it worse 
was the knowledge that his own tim¬ 
ing that year had been 10.4 seconds. 

Timing, medals and records apart, 
this sprinter, who stands 169 cm in his 
shoes and who touches 70 kg on the 
weighing scale, is convinced that his 
countrymen’s interest in athletics is 
growing. "How else can one explain 
the increasing number of records that 
are being toppled at athletic meets. 
Look at the boost that lias been given 
to women's athletics in India tc^ay. 
F.T. Usha and Shiny Abraham are 
both big names in international meets. 
In the men’s section too, there has 
been a vast improvement, except for 
the legendary Milkha Singh’s record 
which has stood the test of-time." 

But while Indian athletes have im- 
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MUM RavMth* Da«r 



"Currently, all my training is 
being done with the 1986 
Seoul Asian Games in mind. 
I know my timings are better 
than anyone else in the sub¬ 
continent, but I do not have 
a gold medal to substantiate 
my case" 


proved by the inch, their foreign 
count eniarts have improved by the 
yard. Discussing this, Sumariwalla 
points a finger at the country’s athle¬ 
tics setup. "The less said about the 
knowledge of our coaches, the better. 
Nevertheless, these ^ys insist on 
being treated like G(}d Almighty. 
'Fouching their feet is a compulsory 
ritual. Some of them take it as their 
birthright to help themselves to the 
tracksuits and kits that are meant for 
genuine athletes. 1 refused to bow 
iown, which is probably why things 
rave not gotre smoothly between the 
\mateur Athletic Federation of India 
AAFI) and myself. It has alw-ays 
ntri^ed me as to why the AAFI does 
tot invite capable foreign coaches to 
ndia for any length of time.” 

He that as it may, Sumariwalla is; 
gainst the concept of interminable 
oaching and training camps. "Taking 
n athlete to a Godforsaken place is 
ot the be.st way to go about the job. 
eople in authority must realise that 
V doing so they are kec^jfe sports- 
leii away from their fanffij^ and— 
irh.ips what is more im^rtant— 
va\ from their coaches t<». Here 


you have a situation where a man 
trains with a certain iierson for a 
considerable [leriod of time, only to go 
to another place and work under 
another coach who sometimes advo¬ 
cates radical changes without bother¬ 
ing about going into the basics. The 
end result is a confused athlete. Be¬ 
sides, more often than not. the infras¬ 
tructure. lacilities and conditions are 
worse than those the athlete is used 
to in his daily life. What then is the 
purpose of these compulsory 
camps?” 

Far from sounding anti¬ 
establishment, Sumariwalla has taken 
on the unenviable job of improving the 
lot of the Indian athlete, simply be¬ 
cause with his background he has little 
to lose. A Christian education and a 
degree-in commerce, combined with 
his running prowess helped to secure 
a job with the industrial house of 
Tatas. This in turn means that as far 
as career and finance are, he is not 
soleyly dependent on the AAFI. 



Track and field was his first 
love. Such was his obsession 
with sport that not only did 
he defy the wishes of his 
family, but also very often 
went to the track on the 
pretext of going to the 
school's science laboratory 



At the Jalandhar Nationals 
he triumphed despite the 
fact that he had been laid 
low by chiken pox the month 
before. He ran in defiance of 
expert medical opinion just 
so that his winning sequence 
was not interrupted 


“Adille has always believed in calling 
a spade a spade irrespective of the 
consequences" says Joe Crasto, a 
former iiational champion and current¬ 
ly the athletics correspondent of The 
Tmies of India. “But having said that, 
lei me add that Adille is a powerful and 
f^aceful sprinter. His dedication and 
singlemindedness are qualities rarely 
seen in Indian athletes.” 

'Fhese virtues notwithstanding, it is 
perhaps not surprising that Sumar- 
iwalla’s idols are Jesse Owens and Ed 
Moses. “The type of background 
Owens came from and the manner in 
which he had to struggle time and , 
again to get his due rewards is simply 
amazing. Moses on the other hand is 
the epitome of consistency, winning 
over a hundred international in the last 
decade,” explains Adille. 

For someone who took to sprinting 
at a rather late age, Sumariwalla has 
come a long way. .Since he w'as prone 
to asthma and sinus in his early years, 
it was only lo^cal that his parents 
prohibited him from excessive physic¬ 
al activity. Though he was a vei 7 good 
student, track and field was his first 
love. In fact, such was his obsession 
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Sumarlwalla after he loat to Hami Reddy at the 1985 National 
Games. Both men thought they had won the race. They were 
credited with the same timing but Reddy was awarded the gold 

medal 


with, sport that not only did he defy the 
wishes of his family, but also very 
often went to the track on the pretext 
of going to the school's science labora¬ 
tory. While his classmates were 
studying the speed and force of other 
moving objects, AdiBe himself was 
engrossed in discovering how to har¬ 
ness his body muscles to improve his 
own speed and power. Therefore, 
very few eyebrows were raised when 
in 1975 Sumariwalla opted out of an 
engineering career at IIT preferring 
instead to switch to commerce just so 
that he could pursue athletics. 

It was around this time that coach 
V. Bala Govind entered the picture 
and helped the young athlete to reach 
his potential. Soon enough, the teena¬ 
ger was champion in the Ilk) metres in 
both the men’s category as well as the 
boys’ with a timing of exactly eleven 
seconds. Following his 10.7 seconds 
performance at the Jalandhar Nation¬ 
als in 1978, Sumariwalla was invited to 
a camp, prior to the Bangkok Asian 
(iames. “The chief coach over there 
for some reason or the other did not 
like me and 1 was sent back home 
without a trial. Ironically enough, the 
best timing in the 100 metres at 
Bangkok was 10.67 seconds” ex¬ 
plained Adille. 

In the years that followed, not only 
did he prove consistent, he also 
achieved a timing of 10.4 seconds in 
1982 at Calicut. Then followed the 
injury at Delhi which prevented him 
from running at the .4sian Games. 
Soon after, while on a holiday in 
Cologne. West Germany, he clocked 
10.2 seconds. 

Came the time for participation at 
the Los Angeles Olympics. In what is 
still regarded as a mystery, the AAFl 
first set the Delhi Asian Games gold 
medal performance as the qualifying 
mark, before suddenly changing it to 
the eight place performance of the 
1976 Montreal Olympics, which meant 
once again that Sumariwalla had mis¬ 
sed the Boat. “Obviously at Los 
Angeles, where Carl Lewis won in 
9.99 second, 1 would not have done 
too well but the fact remains that 
running in that company would have 
boosted my morale” opines Sumar- 
iwaila. 

However, Adille—who has won 
eleven Nationals—is not invincible. At 
the recent National Games in Delhi, 
he lost to Rami Reddy in a photo finish 
while earlier on at one of the trials for 
the 1982 Asian Games Anand Shetty 
beat him to the tape. 


While triumph and defeat are part of 
the game, Sumariwalla scores over 
others because his priorities are 
realistically linked to his goals. “Being 
asthmatic, 1 realise that I start well 
but tire faster than others, 'ITiis leaves 
me with very' little in resen-e for the 
last burst to the tape, so I capitalise on 
a strong start”. For added efftict, 
Adille’s training schedule is geared to 
his physical condition. Twice a day, 
the ace sprinter builds the various 
muscles that are vital to his future by 
doing sand running, hill running, lifting 
weights and generally improving his 
sjHied. “Preparing an athlete is very- 
much like sharpening a knife. The 
sharpness of the cutting edge has to 
be to the desired level for maximum 
effectiveness." 

Probably because .Adille is con¬ 
scious of the lack of good coaches in 
India vis-a-vis the requirements of the 
sprinter, he has taken three promising 
sprinters under his wing. As he ex¬ 
plains. "A sprinter is very difficult to 
understand because everything about 


him is attuned to speed. He gets 
excited before others, he cools down 
quickly and his reflexes are faster than 
those of other human beings. To 
operate on the same wavelength with 
an athlete, you should have experi¬ 
enced every trauma, pain, mental 
block and triumph. Sitting on the 
sidelines and shouting orders without 
understanding the situation will not 
produce winners." 

Hirjee .Nagarwalla (22J, Sunil Rao 
(20) and Merzi Dubash (25) are at 
present benefiting from Sumariwalla’s 
ex[)erience. Not only is he giving a 
new edge to his prtifessifinal personal¬ 
ity, but to his private life as well. In 
mid-January this year Adille married 
Armaity Sam Rao, an architect by- 
profession. 

It IS now up to Adille to prtive that 
despite all this diversification, the 
burning urge to win still burns as 
brightly as before il, he wants to fulfil 
his cherished dream of lieing the 
fastest man in .Asia. 







lufMcn Impaci 

It was only fitting that the Bochum 
XI chose Calcutta as the stage for 
displaying their true colours 


A s wr inched our way through one 
trn.'fii- snarl after another on our 
lonj? tortuous route to Salt Lake, a 
colleague look it upon himself to keep 
th( conversation going among the 
bored, irritated journalists huddled 
inside a small Matador van. The topic 
was the Bochum XI and how good 
they really were. My knowledgeable 
friend took considerable pains to con¬ 
vince everyone, especially this writer, 
that the Germans were no good, 
explaining how the Tatas were taking 
the public for a ride. 

Two hours later, on our way back, 
the car was slightly less crowded than 
before. Someone was missing. Do I 
have to say who it was? Or why? 

It would have been interesting to 
know how the Tatas were bring at the 
Lyons Range on the afternoon of 
January !>. At least, at Salt Lake they 
were doing booming business. If 
goodwill and publicity were all that 
they wanted to gain through their 
costly Super Soccer project, the Tatas 
got every bit of their money’s worth. 

It takes a lot to get over one lakh 
people to make a bee line all the way 
» the Salt Lake stadium. It means 
iven more when they return home 


contented. There cannot be worse 
critics than the Calcuttan soccer fan; 
neither can there be better connois¬ 
seurs of quality football than the 
swarming multitude who tolerate any 
inconvenience to watch entertaining 
soccer. Wherever. At Salt Lake, on 
January 5, football reached an all-time 
high. And a capacity crowd blessed 
the sponsors for a treat that .was 
relished; even cherished. Success has 
become a slave of the Tatas. 

What was it that prevented tl» 
Germans from showing their true 
colours in Delhi or Bangalore? Ground 
conditions were surely a discouraging 
betor at Bangalore, a city which, for 
all its rich heritage of football, does 
not have a stadium exclusive to the 
game. But what about Delhi’s Jawa- 
harbl Nehru Stadium, the turf of 
wluch should be a delight to any 
footballer in the world? 

The explanation provided by Uie 
Bochum coach sounded rather intri¬ 
guing. He complained that the Indians 
were unnecessarily defensive, con¬ 
trary to the spirit of the occasion. 
Hence, their failure to dominate. It 
was an exiubition game, and only an 
‘open’ game would have been consis- 


An unsuccAssful bicycle kick by a Bochum forward (right); 
Calabratlona after the conquest of Calcutte (below) 
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(Clockwise from bottom left) 
Another goes past Bhaskar 
Ganguly; the Bochum goalkeeper 
Zudmick foils a Jamshid move; an 
Injured Sudip Chatterjee limps out 
of the ground; Bochum’s former 
world Cupper Klaus Fischer on the 
attack _ 


tent with the mood, he contended. 

If it was an explanation, it was 
debatable. If an excuse, lame. But, if 
it was a tactical move, it was superb. 
Defensive frwtball is not alien to the 
g^e in our time, exhibition or other¬ 
wise. The Bochum XI would have 
been idolised had they been able to 
humiliate the Indians who faced them 
in Delhi, just as they did the motley 
IFA XI in Calcutta. Rather, let us give 
credit where it is due. In Delhi, the 
Indian XI met fire with fire, leaving no 
scope for the Germans to come out of 
their shell. In Calcutta, the star- 
studded IFA XI made a laughing stock 
of themsdves trying to play an ‘open’ 
game, without estimating the real 








might of the Germans, or even worse, 
without building even a semblance of 
teamwork before going into the pitch. 
In that sense, the IFA XI really 
approached the match in its true spirit 
and if the statement of the Bochum XI 
coach, criticising the ‘closed’ game of 
the Delhi boys was a ploy, the IFA 
boys simply fell for it. 

This, however, is not to belittle the 
Bochum boys. It is only to point out 
that the IFA XI were the first to let 
the Germans unfold their magic at 
their own expense. True, it was an 
exhibition match, but it hurts all the 
same to see the home team, star- 
studded as they are, to be humiliated 
6-0. A one-sid^ match can never give 
you real satisfaction, no matter how 
dazzling a show the winners produce. 
Calcuttans were just as dejected to 
see the discomfiture of the home team 
as they were thrilled by the Bochum 
brilliance. 

The problem was, perhaps, inhe¬ 
rent in the very idea of an IFA XI, 


comprising the cream of the Calcutta 
Big Three. It was a motley crowd: 
nothing more. That there would be an 
appalling lack of understanding was a 
foregone conclusion. And it was all too 
palpable when the entire IFA XI 
defence was found stranded each time 
•the Bochum XI scored. 

Sheer speed put Bochum in the 
driver’s seat. The lush turf of Salt 
Lake is always a stimulating factor to 
any footballer worth his salt. And, 
admittedly, the Bochum boys were 
just waiting for something like it. They 
set off to a hot pace and went full 
throttle as soon as the mess in the 
IFA XI defence was exposed. 

It IS intriguing to think how fast the 
Germans figured out the weaknesses 
of the IFA players. They could by no 
means have anticipated it, given their 
experiences at Delhi and Bangalore. 

More important, the Germans 
taught their Indian counterparts a 
valuable lesson in possession football. 
They just did not take any chances. 


denying their rivals any room to con¬ 
solidate their game. And the IFA boys 
played to their tune by making 
umpteen misspasses, the main reason 
for which was certainly their failure to 
cope with the Bochum XI’s speed. 

They were put in a position where 
they were required to make snap 
decisions. Else, the ball would change 
hands immediately. But how could one 
expect the home side to suddenly 
drop the long-acquired habits. 

The marauding Germans proved 
superior in ground coverage al.so, 
which, again, was because of their 
speed and all-out tactics. But if there 
was anything stupendous about their 
game, it was their quick-silver style of 
scoring. The only way you do justice 
to a ball received in the opponents’ 
danger zone is sending it home. The 
Germans demonstrated—unforgett¬ 
ably—that not only did they believe in 
tWs theory; they were also capable of 
practising it. 

SupnkMhGhoaM 
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Double-international vanishes! 


P ERKY MASON would have been 
imprt sst'd. Just the atmosphere to 
prove liiK rredentials once again. The 
89-yt ;ii old double international C. 
Raiii.i - W'liTii has been missing since 14 
Oi-fobi'i 1985. He represented India 
in (I !<. ket and lawn tennis. 

K'.iniaswami was last seen at 5.30 
pi!I on the date mentioned above. 

W earing white shorts, a blue T-shirt 
and chappals, he left his house in 
Adyar, South Madras, for his usual 
evening stroll. 

Following intimation to the police, 
announcements in the local newspap¬ 
ers and over the radio and television, 
there were certain unconfirmed re¬ 
ports that the veteran was seen in 
Ooty and Tiruvannamalai in the North 
Arcot district, 100 miles south of 
Madras. 

About the only clue that Perry 
Mason would have found relevant 
would have been letters left behind by 
Ramaswami. Ramaswami was finding 
it difficult in being ‘ a burden on his 
family', as a family member put it. 

With old age catching up on him, 
Ramaswami had been hard of hearing 
for some time now. This correspon¬ 
dent, who interviewed him for this 


publication in September 1983, had to 
put ^e questions directly mto his ear 
to get the answers. Of late his 
eyesight, too, started Ming him. 

Otherwise, Ramaswami was fit for 
his years. Finding it easy to drive the 
family car till quite recently in addition 
to not missing his daily walk, Ramas¬ 
wami stood tall, erect and shook 
hands firmly. A month prior to his 
disappearance, he was present at a 
TNCA function to felicitate old opcke- 
ters where he was seen chatting and 
jokmg with the other veterans Gopa- 
M, A.G. Ram Singh, S,V.T. Chari 
and others. 

So by all accounts, the depression 
that crept in must have been a recent 
one. 

He seemed to have become in- 
creasin^y discouraged by his failing 
health. In letters written to his grand¬ 
children and nephews, he drew atten¬ 
tion to attemps to take his own life at 
some stage or the other by swallowing 
pills or by drowning himself. With the 
beach ordy three kilometres away 
firom his house, the police was asked 
to keep a special vi^ on the fringe in 
case the veteran decided to enforce 
the latter threat. 


Ramaswanii’s son Lakshman Swar- 
oop says that the police is confident 
that the veteran is still alive. What is 
baffling is that despite an extensive 
search he is nowhere to be found. 
Police officials feel that had he ended 
his life, his body would have been 
traced by now. 

Son of Buchi Babu Naidu, the 
‘Father of Madras cricket’, Ramaswa¬ 
mi represented India in the Davis Cup 
in 1921 and played for India against 
England in 1936 in a couple of Test 
matches, aged 40. He headed the 
averages ahead of C.K. Nayudu, Vijay 
Merchant and Mushtaq Ali with 
scores of 40, 60, 29 and 41 not out. 

Ramaswami later managed the Indi¬ 
an team to the West Indies in 1953 
and served on the national panel of 
selectors for the major part of the 
Fifties. One of his sons in turn repre¬ 
sented Andhra in the Ranji Trophy in 
the Fifties and the Sixties. 

In his 90th year, Ramaswami is 
India’s oldest living Test cricketer if 
he is still alive. 

By Miudar Patherya. Reported by 
Partab Ramchand. 


In the West Indiee, 1953. At extreme right is C. Ramasivami 
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All that is gold does not glitter 


M.P. Suresh feels that the Jawaharlal Nehru Gold Cup 

may be losing its glamour 


I 


I 

I 

i 

I 


I 


i 

I 


I 

i 

I 


T KI\’\NnKl'M, ilii’ capital city dI 
Kerala, is bcini; Ki'en sunie sort ol 
a lacelifl as il pic'pares to host the- 
Jawaharlal .N’t^hni (iolri Cup football 
toiinianicMit lot ilu- first time'. 'Hu 
< lold Cup which has bc-ioiiu the most 
prfsiii,'ious tuuniainent in the comiln, 
Is sclu'duleci to heitiii on Jainiarv I Vth 
In ly.H.'i aiul IttHfi the tourii.iiMeiil was 
held .It Kni.'ikulaii! and on both oivas- 
sions the oriMuiser-- made a t;o(«l 
ppilit III spiif of hacini.’ to spend 
^eceial laklw ■>! rupees (ui eiui!ini> 
teniixtrarc -.land . ''he touiii.iineni 
till - M .ii r.iil hi itl,:\i‘d ;it the (..’hae 
cl' I-t'klriraii \.iii M.idiuin undei llood 
l]'.:l!t'. ! he .nnu ,ap;iiitv oi the 

It o.r. lied e.ii'eix c'.ill l>< .ibolll lliirtv 
0,1.1 'hoiis.ind .iiid the total cost ol the 
piun.iiioi' pioif. I (•'.iimatecl at 
.ii>....t Iwo iioii ' ill iiowcvci 

onl'. a ji.-.M ot the |.to)c. t is hetni; 
..nil! d out I'll.' 'll a.intM-i^ had to i;o 

'!i:.iiiv;h 1 h.trtowinp nnv lo pet tier 
(!!i .'.loll to ui'l tht pio|ect p;iss-i‘f! A 
nonil'ei ot sotii! Illc.ims.nion-, raised 
obii.’i ti. i!i> .a ,i)l,.w!iip ,1 pennaneiit 
stpictute hc-inp built in the heart of the 


<ttv 'i’tieir .Mpuriieiit was that this 
would lOiitiihute furtliet to the 'on 
U'e-'l’on III the iil\ 'I'lifw evcni tool; the 
iiiatiei to cotnt :iiid did then best to 
net ,1 'st.o older' 'I'lu' work liowevei. 
Weill on ,ts the p!o|)!em«- were liiialb 
.Solted out. 

I 'nlike the two (loid Cujis played .il 
hrn.ikiilain. wlieie eiphl teams took 
p.iit. at I rnancliuin only six teams 
wdl be in the field. 'I'lie six teams will 
plae .1 round robin, with the first two 
(|ii.ilitvinL' foi the final 

rile lotal I'lidpei lot the touiiiainent 
I' .'I mamniotli T.'i lakhs, hut -.till k-ss 
than the htidpe) lui 111*- tounli (>old 
clip wliuh v\.is P'i l.iklis, Anoiliei 
. Iiani;c‘ trom the piecious loiirn.imein 
n licit stude'ilt will not I'-ieive a 
I OIK ession un the cnli.ince tnkils 
Ilk oleanise's howi\c>v .:l.\Mn ihai 
the mmiinum net ol ,i Ik tan i-, tPed at 
Ks III whii l'i I I eiCsoii.thie eiioiipj; 
e\en ioi stniientt. 

'ilk --tandaid ol sociei i.s expocted 
to he l.iirly hii,'h lx*cause of the 
presence ot a team fiom America. It 


('oes come .i. a disappointment that 
l..e li\e loreipn le.iins will be bniipiiip 
amateur sides and this will (ibxiously 
make' the fool ball .a lot more unprofes¬ 
sional It would be some compromise 
il tile learns lioin onmide ha\e allcast 
a iKiiidtuI ot (ftvinpi.iiis and players 
troin ihe National team 'I'liouKh the 
Asian l oolhall (.ontederation has ic'- 
peatc'dlv n (lUesteil tlie A.I.h.K, to 
mvili' onh .Nation.i! sides ol enuniries. 
tik lormt I does not seem c-aper to 
l.iKe anv serious steps as far as 
scieeiiinp the piavers who will he 
paiiicipatinp lu the tourii.imeiil 

This will lesult 111 tiieie hcinp 
a number ol suli standarti jil.iyers in 
some- ol the Icvims and evcmtoalK the 
el.iss .and the piammir th.il one normal 
l> a.-soiiaies with Ihe jawaliarl.'il 
.Nehru ( mid Cup will be lost. !; will 
soon become lusl anotiiei toiirnanu'nt 
in till ciMwded soccei sihednle The 
A i.l- !•’ sliii.ild stick to tradition and 
insist on ciianirii's sending tbeir 
National te.nu on!\'. therein’ ensuring 
Ilia* It remain- .i (irestipious tourna 
menl with .i touih ol clas,s. 



Action from a previous tournament, it is doubtful wnether the stands will be packed at Trivandrum this 
year as the standard of soccer Is expected to be much lower than of other years 
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• ■'1'' year wa.s no fliHorent 
- dfitriirv! Sketeh fiad the .liMiuenon 
■ -)ein^ (he fust hntse oiii of Ui, 
'■Wins blocks in V.m Hm very soon 


be w J. r was 

1 , r iacana. The experience 
' \ '.KooUs alinc/st started thi- 
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he v l . 

s‘-or M- ■' T "■‘'‘'f'- ’'*■ '■'nJ^hed 

i’o;>rifi;v . ■ >Mri in a neck. 

^ 'Mao-m, van', lose the second 
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<..v !.nv,!u he verv /rank J 
1 .1 . veil .non tl,at a horse hv that 
tutnv >vas raiifuin^/ (he rate, it was 


Guy Fawkes all the way, showing a 
flean pair of heels and winning \wth 
aplomb. 1 burnt rny fingers. 

1 he big race of the day was thr* 
George Williamson Indian Produce 
Stakes for three-year-olds, run over a 
distance of 1200 metres. The on- 
nioncy favourite was Advtum, trained 
by Inay^ithulla. with Robin Comer up 
^ handicaps, it looked as 
though Adytum was well past the 
post. The orJy challenger seemed to 
oc Copper Magnate from the south 
(mTv‘meeting the latter had 
& a length win over 

Adytum wuth a handcap of 1 kg. 'I'his 
tune out tile difference in weight was 



AlokBsn Cocm«r 
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51/2 kilos in favour of AdyUim. I'he 
only other horse with an outside 
chance was Ivanoe. For a punter who 
went solely by breeding, ivan(»e was 
the best bet. (By Everyday II out of 
Salome). But with twelve horses tn 
the field and Adytum with a bad draw 
of 10. the race was more open than it 
seemed. 

Being a cricket fan mv money was 
partly on Chetan and partly on .Azhar. 
At the start of the race it st'cmed as 
though my parltalily to cricket was 
going to pay off. Chetan hit the front, 
followed by Copper Magnate atid lv;i 
noe. Jockey Nicholls, w'ho was confi 
dent of beating t.;opper Magnate, but 
equally sure of losing to AdMuni, 
wasn't willing to take arw cli.inees. 
With the favounte out or the race ivetl 
before the half way matk, he look ins 
mount to the frotit. .Anti tiiat's vvliere 
he Slaved foi the test of tii'’ r;u’e. 

Coppt'r Magnate, heavili ander liic 
whip of jockey I)'A n\. was good 
enough only to finish a length and a- 
quarter behind Ivanoe. \V!ii'<. tetniiar 
punters Icanit that a i.k e i; not won 
ill! It ts ovet. 1 too learnt ii iessiv.i. 
Nevei back :i erukelii .it the ra.e 
course Not even sonieont- ,is cno.l .iS 
A/thar' 

As is traditional on a C.iUaila i.i.t' 
(lav, the last race on tin- ('.<<(1 1 - aiw.ivs 
very exciting. When sorneoov with 
the class oljagdisli is on a favourite, h 



1 ; verv .■■.etdiao ih'it s/imt-toing gO('s 
WToog Ho' in iiK 'lining L,id\ Hand 
I'.ap. ih( i"-' vi'.i* oi'i Mar.idor i'Miked 
as i! it wa- w't*! mu it- nr vietoiv 

V\!th ii's; ‘h.'i:' ■ hoiv'iir'il iiit'iu's Im 

t'o. I'.ngilK , t ^ee:!i^•'l to • i'.i.,t!'U' t.i 
.1 i.iirU e.iwill [hit till' i.i' e S'.a;, lai 
lioiii Oriel i'ti.avii! 'ni' ’nni'Ut 

g'haraiei within, striking ihsiam < 'I’ll.,- 
i.;vouiitc seeri>er.i t») tie giiiiiiog I'round 


with every stride. Meties horn the 
finish, it lookt'd as though lagdish had 
nude his move a little tixi late. But 
there he was right at the finish urging 
Charmer to stick out his head a little 
funlier. .And that’s exactly what the 
finrse did to win the race by a head, 
i'lit lapacity crowd applauded. The 
champion jorkev acknowledged. 
Barry O'Brien 


I 

1 



The Racing Guide ts not always right 
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Test of greatness 

E.M Sellings spells out the biggest challenge facing Ian Botham 


M A'-' ,, ■ i';'.'! manv s\iix.'r- 

!, • .1 '• ln-i-n used U) cl(’pK-t 

I;ii) r !■• piavcr. with oilu^rs to 

OX)' • tfu'-fiold Hiithnrii. Most 

;iri deserved, but tlieif 

1. «■ 11.iijKiiij'doubt, the linwr- 

II , i. loii ol :in AcbilU's - 

(■ suspicion which could lx- 

.id this winter. 
h.is ;ill the qualities ol the 
iiest piavers. abundant natural 
..'liuv matched by confideiui- and 
'''iiiance. !n the field a keen eye and 
I'l-iinct alert him more quickly than 
■libers to the half can hinjt chance ami 
a batsman's point ol vulnerabililv; at 
the wicket tho.se qualities as speedih 
leveal the ball to he tliumped. 

Botham's iTiunijihs against his Test 
oi)i)onenls have been thoioiijtfilv con 
vim inn- with one important excep¬ 
tion. Ih has vet to prove himseli 
against the West Indies, the one side 
today aKainst which greatness is to be 


truly measured. 

Failure in one series is excusable 
even in ihe greatest. Victor Trumper. 
.Australia's pride ui the (iolden Age, 
.neraged under 2(1 against England in 
1905. and VVallv Hammond averaged 
little more than 20 against Australia in 
UKM. Hems Compton is acknow- 
k'dged to have been one of the 
greatest liatsmen, and lie suffered the 
worst single series failure of all leading 
piavers. Against Australia in 19.50-.51. 
when he was vice-captain. he scored 
onlv .S'f runs and averaged 7.57. 

The status ol English players used 
to he established against Australia. 
I'lKlav the only team unquestionably 
ol .lutlientic Test ijualitv is that of the 
WTst Indies, now that Australia have 
plunged to their lowo.st point since the 
B;icki‘r upheaval. While they hiive 
slipped ever lower- category ‘C’ here 
last sumimw -India, New Zealand and 
Pakistan have climbed, but not far 


enough yet to compensate lot the 
defection of Australia. 

A player then has to cam the 'gieat' 
label bv his deeds againsi the West 
Indians. There lies the one peak winch 
Botham has still to cliinh. In three 
senes against those truly testing 
opponents he has not quite been at his 
buccaneering best. .A batting average 
of 25.12 from fi2K runs and a bowling 
record of 47 vvicki-ts at 52.85 ae nut 
figures comparing well with his supci 
superlative leats agaiusi oihci coun¬ 
tries. 

This winter’s Tests will he tlse acid 
test lor Botham, and his .adniiiei .-, w.ii 
expect him to lomp ihrough ixanuiia : 
tiun. Hi‘ could look to Maurice l,cv - 
land for inspiration, .ludged by di'cds | 
against the tougli'cst npp(..,ili()n [.ey j 
land, and not Hammond, w.is Kng i 
land’s leading hatsmaii m ihe I'.ritK. ( 
His was indeed the wickci wlish j 
Australian bowlers most coveted 



'Botham s triumphs against his Test opponents have been thoroughly convincing with one important exception’ { 

I 












Ian Botham meets his press. "A player has to earn the 
‘great’ label by his deeds against the West Indians. There 
lies the one peak which Botham has still to climb. In 
three series against those truly testing opponents he 
has not quite been at his buccaneering best. 


iii ,(1! 1 r.J<ft ! ;ivcnif,'f’c) 

10 In 'I'f'.ts ;i.i(ainsi .South 
\hi-.i. V\t'si Inclh's and India Ins 
l-.iiiiii.L; ivnattf was AKainst the 
inii'Jit o' Aiistiali,!, hovvi'vor. he hit six 
ol il'^ nine Test hundreds and aver- 
ae.ed ;i() S. seoiiiiii niariv ot his runs 
wtKn I'.nt’laiid wne in dire tioubie. 

1'll two otiiei itontn, ilothain should 
(li .-.ofue u tliinkiiij;' his atiitudi' and 
Ills 1. rul-.et lor Niineisel. A ^reat 
pl.iver sli.iiild not Ih seen on 'lA' 
il’aart llinu vmIIi .hi un:i>iu. nor called 
!)\ tile (outhkss IXCB to answer 
disciijlin.irv . harues. 

Botham is not the onlv leadinj* 
iil.ner ot III.', time lor whom Cham- 
jiioiishi]) cncke'. seems to figure as an 
.ilterthoui’lit In It) seasons. Boh VV li¬ 
lts tooK oiil\ Md Cliampionship wick- 
L'ls while tri'iiiinit hn^land handsonieh 


l.isl suniniei. Botiiam did indeed 
iiaititnei main runs off County hew 
let s, hut in 1] matv'lies he bowled only 
hid 1 oveis aiul took but 11 wicket,' 
It IL; IM in ihe L'hanipionshij). 

A <»r<vit hunk ol manhood cannot 


lack the streni^tli and stamina to ()l;i\ 
IhroLi^li a lull programme in top gear. 
His illustnons predecessors had no 
difficulty in doing so. I'led 'rn.iernan s 
{leak jienod was in the late iP.^itls and 
early 19l>0s. .Alongside his work in 
Tests he regularly exceeded Alt; 
overs lor \orkshire and was a s,tead\ 
HHl-wickets-lakei. Actoss the I’eii- 
luiu’s, Brian Slatham was peitotniiiii; 
similaily at that time tor I .incashite, 
and he was not phvsicalli robu.st. 

Alec Bedsei s gre.iiest season 
came in It).'').'!, when he took .'It) 
Australians wickets at !7.-lk' in the 
lests. In .Surrev’s C'hanipii-riship 
matches that summer, lie sen! liown 
722 overs and look H I wickets at m.,! 
under 17 runs each. 

I'huse bowlers, it is true, weie u.it 
alitounders as Hotluim is. I'hev lould 
recii.i ge their eneigi while oihei; 
were niaking the runs lor then side. 

I hat was not llie e.w' o! Maunct 
late, the amount ol whose alliound 
ptav might he seen as sweated lahoui. 

in l'.f23 Tale einba'ked on .in imp.) 
ralleleo batting and bowling spree He 
was then 29. the age which Botham 


reieiitly lo'.t behind, whi, h sugge -i. 
lliat the l.itlet h.is now .ome to his 
pi'.ik, just in lime lor lontuii sl ui the 
Caiibbeaii In three seasons 'I .ile took 
(>;)2 wickets at onh ’4..2:i and bowled 
■1773 oxers, lie also inaite 3.'^J7 nin-.. 
and III 192-1 lit' was both ieadinc 
bowk'i ,irid leading li.irsm.in loi 
Sussex. 

I tilling those llileo \e.il' 1- le .llso 
had .! inumplnnt ton) ot liisir.ili.i, 


vx'heie Ins ,iH 'lest WKla'l' )‘^•Ie not 
mail hi d iiiiiii the 'eiu-s v.eie in- 
cte'ise-l Itom five |o;.i\ matihes each. 

T.ile jiiavi'd in 3'.' Tc-.ts, most ot 
ib.cm .illci t,i I cached Botham s pro 
sent <ige, .inrl aiie.id\ Bolh.im had 
iioulile'l his Sion- loday’s plethora ol 
Test I ir kel i'- i.ilcnl.ited todistiait a 
le.iding plaver'- attiTit'oii hoiu mute 
mimd.-me maiii's 

-A gieai 'MC'- tei. how’ever, iniisl 
itemonslti!i<. Ills gieatness at 'raiintoii 
and Bath no less than at the Test 
centres -Taunton, where Jack Hobbs 
equalled and exceeded \V.(i. (irace’s 
tecord i2ti lentunes with two hun¬ 
dreds III the same m-iich in l'22.3. 

Wi^,(Jer‘ Cnt n(*i Mf»nihiy 
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^rs is a tennis home’ 

The Junior National tennis champion—2^eshan Ali, 
gives his first interview to Barry O’Brien 


"I" ilE knees were not fully bent, the 
: follow through not complete, the 
f /ot well over the baseline while 
•jerving. The little nine-year-old 
looked like any other enthusiastic 
schoolboy tennis player. Or so every¬ 
one thought. Did I say everyone? 
Well, almost everyone. The sole ex¬ 
ception was Ramanathan Krishnan. 
After watching the youngster partner¬ 
ing his father and winiung the Parent 
and Chiid tournament at the Saturday 
Club, Calcutta, Krishnan remarked to 
the lather "Take good care of him. 
He's going to be a great player some 
day.” 

Had that comment come from any¬ 
one else, it would have been disre¬ 
garded by Akhtar Ali, the father, as a 
rash and unduly optimistic exaggera¬ 
tion. But as the senior Ali was aware, 
very few people understand the game 
better than Ramanathan Krishnan. 
Without wasting time, he put 
Zeeshan, his oi^ son, on the road to 
serious tennis. That was seven years 
ago. Today, sixteen-year-old Zeeshan 
is the holder of the Under Sbcteen, as 
well as the Under Eighteen, singles 
titles. 

Having just returned from a week’s 
holiday in Allahabad with his grand 
parents Zeeshan looked rested and 
fresh as he sipped orange juice and 
readied himself for what was going to 
be his first interview. The setting was 
ironically the Saturday Club, venue of 
his first tournament win. 

The shy, soft-spoken Calcuttan im¬ 
mediately strikes you as being a 
teenager who isn’t really tuned in to 
the conversation and the people 
around him. But that’s where you are 
mistaken. He is alert and the frown on 
his brow indicates that he is thinking 
all the time. When asked about the 


weaknesses in his game, Zeeshan 
paused a while before replying smi- 
lingly, “Wouldn’t you like to know?” A 
thinker,‘^as we were telling you. 

As his tennis, he took time to 
settle down with the interview. But 


•once the ice was broken and he had 


relaxed, he was talking even more 
than his informally garrulous father. 


Zeeshan, who is in his final year at 
Krishmont School, Calcutta, admits 
that he finds it difficult to cope with his 
academics as he now has to travel a 
great deal. “But I have no problem 
with attendance as the Principal is 
very understanding and she is willing 
to compensate as long as 1 am playing 
well, and doing reasonably well in 
class. I am truly grateful to her,” says 
Zeeshan sincerely. Whenever he is in 
Calcutta he attends classes regularly 
and catches up with the missed class 
work, with a little help from his 
friends. 

On the subject of friends he admits, 
“I don’t have any really close friends. 
But I am relaxed in their company as 
they treat me as just another buddy.” 
Then he looks proudly at his fatlier 
and says, “My closest friends are my 
parents. My father has taught me the 
game, taught me how to win and— 
more rniporlant—how to lose. My 



Uncle Vijay (Amritraj) is too 
nice a person. I am very fond 
of him. Only he's 
superstitious and I'm not 


mother in her own quiet way encour¬ 
ages and consoles me.” 2^eshan and 
his father get along like a house on 
fire. In fact, there were times during 
our conversation when father and son 
had to be interrupted when they got 
started on some of the game’s finer 
points. Akhtar explains that the only 
time he caned Zeeshan was when it 
was apparent that the lad was not 
trying hard enough. 

When your father is a former Davis 
Cupper and the present coach of the- 
national team and all your uncles are 
associated with the game, you don’t 
have much of a choice while selecting 
your line. Without hesitation Zeeshan 
says, “Ours is a tennis home. Apart 
from my mother and sisters, every¬ 
body eats, sleeps and thinks tennis. 
Naturally, therefore, 1 grew in¬ 
terested in the game. Now 1 simply 
love it.” 

T ennis is all that matters to the 
young champion. Even in his spare 
time he is either thinking or playing 
tennis. He plays every morning and 
evening, usually with his father though 
he doesn’t mind playing with anyone 
who can give him a good workout. 
“Unfortunately” says father Akhtar 
“there are not many players of a good 
standard in the state, and this does 
pose a problem.” 

While on the subject of problems 
faced by up and coming tennis players, 
an angry Akhtar Ali retorts, “What is 
the Bengal Lawn Tennis Association 
doing to encourage youngsters? No¬ 
ting, absolutely notlung. They do not 
sponsor any promising players, and 
that’s what makes players approach 
companies for help.” 

This is precisely what Zeeshan has 
had to do. At first, there were com¬ 
panies who sponsored his trips 
abroad, but as things got increasingly 
difficult, he needed more monetary 
aid. McLeod Russell, a Calcutta-based 
tea company has now agreed to spon¬ 
sor the new tennis sensation. The 
sponsorship came into effect on 1 
November 1985, with the company 
taking care of all Zeestum's temus- 
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related expenses. Zeeshan is well 
aware of the &ct that his playing 
career would be stalemated without 
this monet^ aid. He says, "Don’t 
forget to write about the generosity of 
McLeod Russell. It is only due to 
them that I will be able to try and 
make it to the top.” 

Zeeshan is also very grateful to 
Anin Kumar Ghosh, whom he visits 
three times a week to workout in the 
Eastern Railway gym weight training 
and physical fitness have today ac¬ 
quired new importance as part of a 
tennis players’ training schedule and 
Zeeshan is My aware of it. He has a 
strenuous hour and a half session 
under the watchful eye of Mr Ghosh. 
Zeeshan is no exception to the rule 
that young players who take the game 
seriously invariably run into injury- 
related problems. Despite the accent 
on fitness, he stiU has the occasional 
muscle pull or strain but they are 
more rare than before. 

Coming to his exploits on the tennis 
court, one could say he has been fairly 
successful. It would be of interest to 
football fans to know that Zeeshan 
represents Mohun Bagan in the loc al 
, tennis league. He played for the coun- 
l try at the World Youth Cup 1985 and 
I managed to win all his Singles games. 

f His best win he says was over the 
Russian Junior champion. Though he 
went to Wimbledon last year he failed 
to get through the first round. He 
hopes to do better this year. 

What attributes of the world's best 
players fascinate the young Ali? 
Lendl’s forehand and McEnroe’s all¬ 
round game,” answers the lad who 
has one of the most powerful fore¬ 
hands in the country. His game, he 
feels, really matured after his two 
visits to the late Harry Hopman’s 
camp in Florida. It was there that he 
had the opportunity of playing against 
people of the calibie of &ott Davis, 
Peter MacNamara and Andres 
Gomez. He feels that he also learnt a 
great deal about the game while pick¬ 
ing up balls for Vyay Amritraj and 
Vitas Gerulaitis while the two were 
practising for Wimbledon three years 
ago. 

“I’m willing to wait. I’m willing to 
learn,” says a quietly confident 
Zeeshan, for whom the next two 
years are going to be crucial. Whether 
his hard wo^ and dedication will 
prove fiuitfiil or not, one thing is for 
sure: Zeeshan Ali has what is lacking 
in most Indian tennis players—a Idller 
instirlct In his own words, “Uncle 


Vijay (Amritraj) is tr® nice a person. 
Nowadays winning should be the main 
goal. Of course, this has to' be done 
witliin the limits of decency.” And the 
difference between Zeeshan and Vi¬ 
jay? “I am not half as superstitious as 
he is.” 

He is without doubt his father’s son. 
Not only has he picked up the game 


from hi^ainft^t he has also leamt 
the tridife of ifie trade from Akhtar. 
They agree with each othgbon aU 
issues. Did 1 say all? WeB, Smyst all 
The only time father and 8« try to 
outdo one another is yvhen ach one 
wants to hear the music of his choice. 
It’s Phi) Collins against Ghulam Ali. 
The former is invariably winner. 





High-speed Camelot 

Pradeep Paul looks back on the realm of Formula One radng 
and the men and moments that made the 1985 season 


F ORMI I.A one will never be the 
. a.. rhey say that after all the 
heoH - <|uit or die. They said so after 
Jin, (. I.it k died when his car spun off a 
wc!. Hat-out circuit at Hockenheim 
( 1,11 iji« the Deutschland Trophy event 
II, April, 1968. They said so when 
.•iiirling Moss retired in 1962 after 
barely surviving critical head injuries 
sustained when his car spun off a fast 
bend to hit an earthen bank. ITiey said 
so when Jackie Stewart hung up his 
helmet after winning the drivers’ 
world championship for the third time 
in 1973. 

I guess, now. they'll say so again. 
The retirement of Niki Lauda while 
the 1985 Formula One season drew to 
a close, almost certainly prompted 


racing experts to mumble the usual 
cliches about the racing circuit never 
again seeing the likes of this man. The 
man who was christened “The Fox” 
because of Iiis cool driving. The man 
who distributed every single one of his 
trophies to his mechanics because he 
was adamant they deserved them far 
more than he did. But, great though 
Lauda was—so were they all. all great 
men—his narnc will go into the history 
books and his presence will be re¬ 
placed by a new champion. A hero 
goes, another is bom. The phoenix 
that sustains Grand Prix racing dpes 
not allow the presence of a void. 

But Uuda will still be missed. The 
man who survived one of the worst 
crashes in the history of Formula One 


AMnProatandhlaMcLaran-TAGFPorsclMwarva formidabis 


racing. Racing at Nurburgring during 
the German Grand Prix he went into 
an uncontrollable spin and was trapped 
in the burning car. Had it not been for 
the timely—and extremely 
courageous—intervention of fellow 
drivers it might have all ended there. 
As it was, Lauda suffered third degree 
burns on his face and scalp and was 
horribly disfigured. He became a vir¬ 
tual recluse. Time eventuallv did its 
work and Lauda was back' on the 
scene in 1981 after a layoff of almost 
five years. The visible scars may not 
have healed but the inner agonies had 
been conquered, as he proved when 
he captured the world drivers’ cham¬ 
pionship in 1984. beating Alain Prost 
by a whisker—half a point. 

combination in 1985 
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IT all started way back to 1895, in 
1 France. A group of Iwrdy pioneers. 
A wild impulse. An impetuous deci¬ 
sion, spur of the moment. A race from 
Paris to Bordeaux and back again, 
encompassing a distance of 732 miles. 
History has no mention of the win¬ 
ner’s name, but that does not really 
matter. What matters is that it was 
the earliest organised form of motor 
racing that preceded the present era 
of Formula One heroics. 

Eleven years after that historic- 
event, France hosted the first Grand 
Prix. A triangular course (not far from 
the present-day Le Mans circuit) was 
the venue on which Francois Ter¬ 
ence’ Szisz of Hungary earned the 
distinction of winning the first Grand 
Prix event. Twelve laps, which co¬ 
vered more than 770 miles in two 
days, made for an average srieed of 63 
mph. Not too exciting from the point 
of view of today’s pace, but fast 
enough in the days of parasols and 
wing collars. 

As speed increased, the need for 
better safety prompted the conversion 



Nelson Piquet of Brazil had) 
lacklustre season 


to dosed circuits, the first of which 
.was Monza, traditional home of thi 
Italian Grand Prix since 1922. And. U'- 
if to prove that politics was not liis 
sole interest, it was Benito Mussolini 
himself w’ho was the strongest advo¬ 
cate of Die idea. Germany followed 
suit in 1927, christening its own venue 
Nurburgring, while it took over twen¬ 
ty years for the British to convert a 
fonner airfield into wliat is now one of 
the most famous venues for motor 
racing all over tlie world—Silver- 
stone. 

All the Grand Prix courses are 
currently enclosed with the sole ex¬ 
ception of Monaco, whose Grand Prix 
consists of one hei tic. meandering 
round-the-houses stampede and 
which, as if to add to the excitement, 
is often held in ixiuring rain. Winding 
through and round the streets, the 
route moves along the harbour and 
through a tunnel, forming a tortuous, 
exhausting maze. Now a rarity, tliis 
course has had to be altered but still 
provides one of the most difficult 
challenges to drivers, not merely be- 


McLaren-TAG-Porsche mechanics celebrsta Alain Prost’a Formula One drivers’ championship title 
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Finland’s Kaka Rosbarg fiashad down tha straight to win tha Australian Grand Prix In Ms wmiafna-Honda 


use of the high speeds but, in 
dition to the frequency of comers, 
tal concentration and the need for 
atinual gear changes. 

The need for concentration waS' 
iphasised when Alberto Ascari, the 
_ ilian driver, skidded his Lancia- 
teah wd ended up in the harbour in 
755. Fortunately, he was rescued 
'"kt, only to tempt fate again and' 
#hfla {kacdsing at Monza. 

,. Hie. next innovation on motor rac¬ 


m 


ing circuits was banked comers. Italy 
built an autodrome with a banked 
track and christened it Monza, but this 
had to be demolished to accommodate 
road circuits and a fresh Monza track 
was built m 1955. The advantage of 
banking was that the track was tilted 
at an angle at high-speed comers, 
thus preventing cars from skidding off 
the track. This did not, however, stop 
the daredevil drivers from executing 
deliberate skids, giving rise to the 


technique of four-wheel drifting or 
sliding. While this was guaranteed to 
make a spectator's hair stand, it was 
the fastest way through the trickier 
bends. 

Around the time that banked tracks 
came uito use, pit stops also made 
their appearance. These derived their 
names from imprc^tu pits dug at the 
side of a convenient strai^t, where 
trained mechanics could wait in case a 
car needed attention during a race. 


I tUeiwte Alboivto of Italy, driyiiig a Farrari, was Proat'a main contendar for tha drivars' champlonahip in 19BS 
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The pits have now taken a more 
permanent structure in the form of 
wooden or concrete enclosures where 
the respec^ve pit crews attend to 
their cars in isdated safety during a 
race. With the races becoming in¬ 
creasingly competitive, pit crews also 
began playiivg an important part in 
Grand Prix races. By the thirties, pit 
crews had perfected their art to such 
an extent that they were capable of 
changing all four wheels and refilling 
the tank in well under sixty seconds. 
Hotshot mechanics of that era would 
be amazed at the extent of automation 
in today’s pits, leading to same task 
being done in roughly a quarter of 
time. 

1 985. The year they said would 
decide the very future of Formula 
One. As more and more sponsors 
cried off in the last twelve months, it 
now seems tike only a matter of time 
till the field is reduced to just a few 
McLarens, Williams-Hondas and Fer- 
raris. The chequered flag at the Au¬ 
stralian Grand Prix—the last race of 
the season—also bid farewell to two 
premier names in the Formula One 
bracket, Renault and Alfa Romeo. 

1 ickling under bureaucratic and fenan- 
ci< oressures, these companies are 
nov. eliminating motor racing fi'om 
their . inual budgets. Formula One is 
no longer a sport; it is a business. 

What of the peoplb who are the 
business. The people who sit in coffin¬ 
like furnaces and hurl themselves 
around bends at 250 kniph. The peo¬ 
ple who race in driving rain. The 
faceless heroes who shelter behind 
fire resistant driving masks and fiill- 
face helmets. The Formula One 
drivers. 

They sometimes lose their identity 
as the press and the public get engros¬ 
sed in the eternal battle of car versus 
car. The drivers are a breed who 
stare death in the face every time they 
strap themselves into the cockpits of 
their machines. Sixteen times a year 
they thrill motor sport enthusiasts as 
they compete against each other for. 
the Grand Prix Formula One events. 

Alain Prost, Niki Lauda, Michele 
Alboreto, Ayrton Senna, Keke Ros- 
berg. Nelson Piquet, Nigel Mansell. 
The men v^o dominated the Formula 
One ckcuit in 1985, Very early in the 
season, the Brazilian Grand Prix set 
the trend for the entire year with 
F]renchman Alain Prost notching up 
his first win and Michele Alboreto 
coming in second. These two kept 



scoring consistently to end the year 
with Prost winning his first Formula 
One drivers’ championship and 
Alboreto content with second ptece 
after fighting Prost neck and neck till 
the Austrian Grand Prix. 

In the fast, taxing, fiercely competi¬ 
tive Formula One world, there is no 
room for mistakes. Not even the best 
can rest back and enjoy the race, as 
Prost found out during the Portuguese 
Grand Prix. Driving in fierce rain, 
Prost suddenly lost control and aqua¬ 
planed off the track, as did many 
others, 'fhere were no serious in¬ 
juries, but during the German Grand 



Nigel and Rosanna Mansell 
calabrata hie European Grand Prix 
win. His first Grand Prix win In 72 
attempts- 


Prix he spun off the track once more 
as he made a valiant effort to catch 
Alboreto. It was the latter’s turn in 
the Belgian Grand Prix. Forcing the 
pace in ffie fourth lap with rain adding 
to the hazards, he lost control to spin 
offi 

But dan^r has always attracted 
man. If this were not true, there 
would not be a steady influx of new 
drivers to take up where the veterans 
leave off. The names Alboreto and 
Senna would strain the memc^ of 
someone who followed racing in the 
seventies. But now on their shoulders 
rests the responsibility of keeping the 
hero cult alive. 

With Michele Alboreto finishing 
second in the overall drivers’ world 
championship with consistent drives 
throughout the season and Ayrton 
Senna almost always grabbing pole 
position with consistent qualifyuig 
rounds, it was obvious that the time 
was drawing near for the changing of 
the guard. So it came as no surprise 
when Niki Lauda announced his retire¬ 
ment soon after the Austrian Grand 
Prix, having won 24 Formula One 
races and three drivers’, world cham¬ 
pionships. 

But there was to be no f^urytale 
ending for Lauda. Placed sixteenffi on 
the starting grid in the last race of the 
year, he worked his way up to take 
the lead in the 56th lap. Two laps later 
he lost his brakes and went headlong 
into the guardrails. Lauda came 
through unhurt and walked away firom 
the car—and his racing career-—-with¬ 
out even a backward g^ce. 

Photographs on page 40.41.42 by Colorapott 
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Wet Christmas 

Premen Addy 


IT wasn't a 
white Christ¬ 
mas but it 
certainly was 
a wet one. 
With grounds 
uf- and down 
the country 
awash with 
flood waters, 
the football fixture list was 
parilv mined with a string 
of postp xiements. But na- 
tiin had still more fun and 
i^.iines up her ^eve the 
following weekend when 
the weather turned Arctic 
and grounds were trans¬ 
formed into skating rinks. 
Once again a number of key 
matches were called off, 
including Manchester Un-. 
ited's away tie with New¬ 
castle. 

However, it would be 
wrong to present a wholly 
dismal picture. Footballers, 
especMy in this part of the 
world,’ are a tou^ breed 
and have been braving the 
natural hazards for de¬ 
cades. StiU, when winter 
sets in it tests the strength 
and endurance of players to 
their limits. By the time 
spring follows, only the fit¬ 
test remain to epjoy it on 
the field. The rest are 
either crocks who sit out 
their time on the manager’s 
bench or else nurse their 
bruises and broken bones 
at home before, a television 
set 

Well, the much heralded 
half-way point in the En- 
^sh soccer season has ar¬ 
rived. What portents do 
they hold for the game's 
diviners? Only this, that 
Manchester United without 
the services of their mid¬ 
field ace and captain Bryan 
Robson continue to falter 
and stumble, a side unrec¬ 
ognisable fi'om the one in 
^ptember and October 
wmch moved with the pow¬ 
er, speed and assurance of 
a Japanese bullet traia To¬ 
day it wears the look of an 
overworked jalopy with. 

On Boxing Day, United 
were well braten by Ever- 
ton; the sonre 3-1. The 


League leaders went ahead 
with a Frank Stapleton goal 
but Evertrm, who are get¬ 
ting better with every 
gime, foraged busily in the 
middle of the park. Up- 
frant, Gary Linekar, Kevin 
Sheedy and Graham Sharp 
savag^ United’s defence. 
The 24-year-old Linekar, a 
late season buy from 
I.«ices^r injune 1985, has 
repaid Everton’s confi¬ 
dence by leading the First 
Division's table of goal 
scorers. With' Mexico and 
the World Cup beckoning 
next summer we may be 
seeing a superstar in the 
making. 

But to matters' of the 
moment. Sharp equalised 
for the Merseyside Blues 
and a minute before half¬ 
time Linekar put them 
ahead. Two minutes after 
the interval Sharp in¬ 
creased the margin with a 
superb header oH a Sheedy 
lob and thereafter Man- 
- Chester United merely fret¬ 
ted and both McGrath and 


Olsen were booked for 
fouls. 

Elsewtere it was a case 
of fdlow my leader, for 
Liverpool also lost They 
were suiprisin^y beaten 1- 
0 by lowly Manchester 
City, while West Ham’s 18 
match unbeaten run finally 
ended when Tottenham 
Hotspur beat them by a 
solitary goal scored by 
Steve Perryman minutes 
before the end. 

Thanks to this 
tremendous run the Ham¬ 
mers have moved up from 
17th position to third. 

There were panic sta¬ 
tions at Manchester the 
Saturday afterwards as 
manager Ron Atkinson 
dropped goalkeeper Gary 
Bailey for the fixture 
against Newcastle. The 
weather earned them a re¬ 
prieve but for how long, 
one wonders? Again, Un¬ 
ited’s challengers per¬ 
formed dismally. Liverpool 
visited Nottin^m Forest 



Liverpool falter yet again. A worried manager 
Dalglish (left), ano coach Ronnie Moran 



and were a goal down eaity ^. 
m the game. They wera \ 
extremdy fortunate to s^* 
vage a draw with a late, 
equaliser. The Mersey^de 
Reds appear to have gene 
off the boil and have recent¬ 
ly missed at least three , 
opportunities of overtaking ' 
Manchester United. . 
Against Forest, player- 
manager Kenny Dal^sh 
put hunself on in the second 
half in place of Paid Walsh, 
but Uverpool’s lacklustre' 
performances have surely 
been caused by Ian Rush's 
complete loss of form.,. 

Rush, normally so lethal 
in frbnt of goal, looks tanfS'"' 
and jaded.' He certainly has 
tost confidence and as mind 
usually controls matter, 
Liverpool’s star strdeer has 
ceased terrorising opposing 
defences. 

Thus with Liverpool 
faltering and West Ham 
without a game, Chelsea 
and Everton moved up the 
table to second and third 
positions respectively. TTie 
south London club under 
manager John Hollins, once 
a Chelsea star of tlK 60s 
and 70s, has recaptured 
some of the style and goal 
scoring ability which made 
them such an attractive 
side in the days of Peter 
Osgood, Alan Hudson and 
Charlie Cook. 

On Saturday, against 
Tottenham, they showed 
that their recent rise has 
been no flash in the pan. 
Spurs were convincin^y 
dispatched 2-0. Kerry Dnc- 
on, one of the season’s 
prolific scorers who won 
his international spurs for , 
Englsid not so tong ago, 
got Chelsea’s first goal 
which was followed by 
Spackman’s penalty seven 
minutes before the final 
whistle. Spurs were kept 
under control and only the 
introduction of the Ar^nti- 
nian Osvaldo Ardilles m the 
second half kept toeir ^n-* 
der hopes of a late revival 
alive. But these were 
scotched by Chelsea’s pro- 
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fessiotudism. They kept 
didr heads and their lead. 

Everton continiwd with 
their winning surge when 
they vmquished Shefi^d 
Wednesday 3-1. Unekar 
scored twice and Gary 
Stevens got the third goal, 
while Stevens’ own goal 
enabled Wednes^y to put 
themselves on the 
scoresheet 

The top of the En^sh 
First Division now reads: 
Manchester United 49 
points from 23 games; 
Chelsea 47 from 23; Ever- 
. ton 46 from 24, followed by 
Liverpool, West Ham and 
Sheffield Wednesday with 
. 46, 45 and 42 points re¬ 
spectively. 

Norwich and Portsmouth 
share top place in the 
Second Division with 45 
points from 23 games. The 
latter thrashed Shrewsbury 
4-0 with their exciting new 
discovery, the 21-year-old 
striker Paul Wood scor^ 
two of the goals. Norwich 
meanwhile dud their match 
postponed on account of an 
unfit surface caused by the 
appalling weather. Wimble¬ 
don in third place beat 
Barnsley by one goal and 
have 42 points fiom 24 
games. 

North of the border, the 
snow and ice wrought even 
greater havoc with the fix¬ 
tures. Of the matches play¬ 
ed in the Premier Division, 
Celtic beat Clydebank 2-0; 
Dundee Unit^ overcame 
Dundee by a similar mar¬ 
gin, while Hearts also won 
2-0 against Rangers. Aber¬ 
deen's game against 
MotherweU fell victim to 
the weather. 

Last week due to a slip 
'(not Freudian, 1 assure 
you!) 1 placed Hibernian at 
the top of the Scottish Pre¬ 
mier Division. Ail the en- 
cotma I heaped upon them 
were in reality meant for 
Hearts, the Edinburg club 
who for the first tkne in 
their history sit perched up 
there. Their victory has 
done their cause no harm 
whatever. With 26 points 
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Everton's Gary Linakar ia the leading goal acorar in the PIrat Division League 


from 21 games they still 
remain in front with Dun¬ 
dee United in second place 
with 24 points from 19 
games and Aberdeen, a 
point behind, in third. Cel¬ 
tic have 22 points but have 
played only 18 games. 

Hearts may no! be able 
to retain their lead once 


their rivals play their post¬ 
poned fixtures and gather 
points. But they will have 
warm memories of riding 
astnde their more iOust- 
rious rivals for a heady few 
weeks. Or, then again, 
they may make the 
appropriate New Year re¬ 
solution and decide to cany 


away the League trophy. 
That, indeed, would be tite 
most effective way of 
thumbing their noses at 
people who make a habit of 
underestimating the meek. 
For the meek, as (he good 
Lord prophesied, shall one 
day inhent the earth. Come 
on, Hearts. 
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Chart Three of the 5BX Plan 


N ow wt .1 '• movinf? onto the more serious stuff. While 
the In ' ' charts did not even feature flying crew, 
this on. .! ;• M'^i caters to the requirements of flying crew 
who .IP .1 lorly years of age. If you have been following 
this . .s/ ni, vou will realise that the exercises are getting 
prov!' tougher. And if you suddenly decide to get 
OH!' : iiandwagon, you may find that things are not as 
SI, , ,is you expected. 

through the age groups and find the right one for 
Pi. gri on your track suit and find yourself a bit of place 
lo start your workout. These exercises are published by 
Penguin Books in Physical Fitness. 


Age Groups 

12 years maintains D+ 

13 years maintains C+ 

14 years maintains B+ 

35-39 years maintains B 
40-44 years maintains C 

Flying Crew 

40-44 years maintains A+ 

45-49 years maintains B 

1) Stand with your feet about shoulder-width apart and 
your arms held above your head. Bend from the waist 
and touch the floor six inches outside your left foot, 
then between your feet, pressing once there and then 
repeating the first part, this time six inches outside 
your right foot. Then lift your upper body and bend 
back as far as you can. Repeat as many times as your 
level dictates, reversing direction after half the number 
of counts. 

2) Lie flat on your back with your hands clasped behind 
your head and your feet kept six inches apart. Tensing 
your waist, sit up to a vertical position, keeping your 
feet on the floor. If you find tliat your feet automatically 
tend to rise off the floor, hook your feet under a chair 
to give you additional support. Hut do this only if 
absolutely necessary. 

3) Lie on your stomach with your hands interlocked 
behind your back. Lift your head and shoulders off tin- 
floor simultaneously with your legs, making sure that 
your chest and thighs are not in contact with the floor. 

4) Lie on your stomach, keeping your palms on the floor 
just under your shoulders. Touch your chin to the floor 
in front of your hands and then touch your forehead to 
the floor behind your hands while balancing on your 
tin's. Then straighten your arms fully. Note: there are 
three definite steps to this exercise—chin, forehead, 
amis straightened. Do not do it all in one continuous 
movement. 

Ti) Stationary run. Run in the same place, lifting your feet 
about four inches off the floor, counting a step every 
time your left foot hits the floor. After every 75 steps 
or so. do about 10 half knee bends. Repeat this 
sequence until you complete the required number ol 
steps. ^ 


LEVEL 


EXERCI&E 


1 

mile 

run 

2 

mile 

run 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

In minutes 

A+ 

30 

32 

47 

24 

550 

8 

25 

A 

30 

31 

45 

22 

540 

8 

25 

A- 

30 

30 

43 

21 

525 

8 

25 


28 

28 

41 

20 

510 

8V4 

26 

B 

28 

27 

39 

19 

500 

8y4 

?6 

B- 

28 

26 

37 

18 

490 

8V4 

26' 

Ci 

26 

25 

35 

17 

480 

8Va 

27 

C 

26 

24 

34 

17 

465 

8V? 

27 

C 

26 

23 

33 

16 

450 

BVz 

27 

Di 

24 

22 

31 

15 

430 

8y4 

28 

D 

24 

21 

30 

15 

415 

8% 

28 

D-- 

24 

20 

29 

15 

400 

8^/4 

29 



Exercise One 


A 



Exercise Two 


t- 


Exercise Three 


Exercise Four 
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CLARRIE GRIMMETT 

BOWLING LEG BREAKS 
AND VARIATIONS WITH 
A LOW ARM ACTION AND 
UNUSUAL ACCURACY, 
GRIMMETT CLAIMED 216 
WICKETS IN ONLY37 
TESTS THIS HAS 
PROMPTED CRITICS 
THE WORLD OVER TO 
REGARD HIM AS THE 
GREATEST SPIN 
BOWLER TO PLA Y FOR 
AUSTRALIA. GRIMMETT 
COULD VERY WELL 
HA ■ 'E PLA YED FOR NEW 
ZE/iAND. AS HE WAS 
ORh NALLYFROM THAT 
COU. ^RY AND PLAYED 
FOR I/. -LLINGTON 
BEFOhE WORLD WAR I. 
HE THEN MOVED TO 
AUSTRALIA. 








STRANGEL Y ENOUGH, 
HE DID NOT PLAY A 
TEST UNTIL HE WAS 32 
YEARS OLD. AND HE 
WAS STILL PLAYING 
FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
IN THE SHEFFIELD 
SHEILD WHEN HE 
ALMOST 50. 

GRIMMETT REACHED 
HIS PEAK IN THE EARL Y 
1930 S. IN ENGLAND HE 
TOOK 29 WICKETS AND 
FOLLOWED IT UP WITH A 
RECORD HAUL OF33 
WICKETS AGAINST THE 
TOURING WEST INDIES. 
IN 1931-32 THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS WERE ALL AT 
SEA AGAINST HIS 
MAGIC. IN THE FIRST 
FOUR TESTS HE TOOK 
33 WICKETS 


IlluiBWion Subrata Gangopadnyay 



SORTING ISe 



Areeordof sorts 

, NEW YORK: Thet c are records and there are records but 
a record of the ruin .oer of times that you get hit by pitches 
does seem too lx stretching it a bit too far. But that 
doesn't stop! Joe Uaylor of the New York Yankees from 
ckun^g that!) ■set a new record when he was hit by a 
pilch for 11)^ r )< ith time in his career in American League 
• baseball. 1 lx ■ ftrevious record was held by Minnie Minoso 
who had i.'sa vhiJe the nuuor league record is Ron Hunt’s 
243. 'I'i' i' ' the absurtfity of the whole thing, the 
base!).', i ■ .ire also keeping track of the record for getting 
hit 11, . '.st number of times in a sin^e season. The 

, rei held by Norm Elberfeld who got hit 24 times in 
r;. .1(1 Bill Freehan tied the record in 1968. 



'"Fred covers the action above the 
basket, you've got mid-court, 
and I'll check out things under the hoop." 



"Looks like weMI need about half a 
dozen, Frank." 


Qutsypeopla 

NEW YORK: Some of the best quotes come from 
sportsmen. And what better persmi to quote than an 
aggressive American tennis player. No, not J(^ A^n- 
roe, but the enigmatic Jimmy Connors. 

After the last U.S. (^n, Connors went on record as 
saying, “When you play in New York, they come to see 
two guys kill each other. They know 111 go out and spill my 
guts to win. At the French, if you spill your guts, they’ll 
just i^ore it. And at Wimbledon, theyll just ask you to 
clean it up. 


Pradeep Paul 



In a desperate attempt to return his 
opponent's serve, Clyde restrings 
his racket between games. 



Goose-hunting in West Germany. 
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On a tight 
rope 

Sixes and sevens 

F ranz 

BECKENBAUER is on 
a tight rope. As West 
Germany’s team chief 
without an official title, 
because he does not holcf a 
coaching licence, he has 
presided over the worst 
run of performances in the 
history of post-War 
German football—six 
matches without a win. 
Consequently, demands for 
his removal are threatening 
to explode into a 
cresc rido. Not only the ' 
fansai. restless, now even 
some 1 vers, so far loyal 
to the I nlry’s record 
capped pi. er, are 
beginninK p i voice their 
criticism ol Beckenbauer’s 
methods of selection and 
tactics. 

In fact, ‘Kaiser’ Franz 
has adopted sidection 


methods so experiemental 
in nature th^t lie was liable 
to draw iipmediate fire in 
'case of failure. 
Beckenbauer discarded 
experienced players and 
then brought them back. 

He experimented with 
teenagers, dropped them 
and then recalled them 
again. He introduced new 
patterns of play, announced 
a rejuvenation of the side 
and then returned to the 
old hands constantly 
switching his formation. 

The uncertainty of all this 
gradually unsettled the 
team, now'in need of a 
- HSorale-biHisting victory. 

'to was cihly by virtue of 
‘•'Gemiarw's qualification for 
the World tiup that the 
former star has retained his 
position as the (iennan 
team boss. But he will 
surely be one of the most 
worried men in Mexico, for 
the Germans even in their 
darkest days are not 
satisfied with anything less 
than win. 



Never>say> 

die 

Comf backat 44 
M iZlNG, isn’t it? A 
fiKitbailer making a 
comeback at the highest 
level of English soccer at 
the age of 44, quitting his 
job as a BBC TV 
commentator. 

The former Arsenal and • 


Scotland goalkeeper, Bob 
Wilson, is determined to 
make a comeback as a 
player in the FA Cup. 
Persuaded by close friend 
Bobby Gould, the manager 
of Bristol Rovers, Wilson 
decided to go on stand-by 
for the third round tie 
against Leicester. And, in a 
bid to solve Rovers’ 
goalkeeping crisis, Wilson 
was promptly registered as 
a non-contract player. 


G(K)dluck, W’ilson. Victory 
is for the brave. 

Notoriety 

vs. 

celebrity 

Thompson lashes 
out 

“ I DON’T think 
I notoriety should 




make you the highest paid 
athlete”. No, surely not, > 

but who’s listening? ’ 

Of late, this basic norm 
of sportsmanship is being 
brazenly flouted by the 
world athletics bosses 
much to the indignance of 
stars like Daley Thompson, 
who made the above 
remark, pestered by an 
aggressive interviwer. • 

The target of the remark 
was obviously Zola Budd, 
the South African-born 
runner, who is being 
offered mind-boggling 
amounts of cash to take 
part in competitions. Does 
she really deserve it? 

At least, Daley 
'Thompson does not think 
so. In his estimation, Budd 
is merely a good athlete. 

’‘And if you're paying ter 
some $^,000, then wlat 
should you pay Steve 
Cram?’^ ; 

Or Thompson, of < 

course. 
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January S. Venk 
ataraghavan, tin . lana- 
gerofthe Indian* :i ket 
teamcurrenlh ■ n mg Au¬ 
stralia, iscauL'M Ki the 
wrongfoot a- ii' las to 
(tisciaitn flit' .11 '■ i;'gy he had 
tendered i ' f.irlier. He 
now s.i\. f .'.i' 'If hadn’t 
apol<i(”>.'-' ' lit merely clar- 
afed lifill f)ev had said 
all lli I i t did Hi Melbourne 
iiiflc ,ii o) the moment. 

I )i '.ll' l' X] bounce back 
!r ,i!ii liieir 1-2 loss to the 
jdiinrig West German foot- 
li.dl learn, Bochum XJ, in 
liie first game at Delhi to 
hold them to a goalless 
draw in the second exhibi¬ 
tion match at Bangalore. 

The Indian hockey team 
leaves for Dubai where 
they will be participating in 
a four-nation tournament. 
The team has been streng¬ 
thened by the inclusion of 
Zafar Iqbal, Marcellus 
Gomes and Topno. 

2 January India make 
merry on the first day 
of the third and final Test 
against Australia at Sydney 
with SriKkanth thrashing 
116 off just 117 balls and 
Gavaskar scoring his 32nd 
century. At close of play. 
India score 334 for the loss 
of just one wicket. 


Bangladesh create a furore 
about the inclusion of four 
English cricketers who 
have played in South Africa 
in the team that will be 
playing some exhibition 
matches in Dhaka. The 
Bangladesh government 
announce that they are re¬ 
fusing Martyn Moxon. C.L. 
Smith, C.W.J. Atheyand 
K.J. Barnett entry. 


3 January The Indian 
batsmen carry on in the 
same vein on the second 
day of the Sydney Test as 
Mohinder Amamath crawls 
to a century and Kapil Dev 
and Azharuddin help them¬ 
selves to some runs as 
India declare their first in¬ 
nings closed at 6(K) for four. 
In the 17 minutes that re¬ 
main, Australia manage 4 
for no loss. 

India start their bid for the 
Emirates International 
hockey title with a 1-1 draw 
with West Germany. Tak¬ 
ing an early lead through 
Jalaluddin, India let their 
opponents equalise through 
Fischer. 

England react to the ban¬ 
ning of four of their B team 
players being barred by 
Bangladesh by calling off 
the entire tour. 


Joe ‘The Animal' Laureni- 
das, a professional Amer¬ 
ican wrestler, is sued for 
$8,50,000 by Carol Hos- 
chutz, a housewife, for hit¬ 
ting her and spitting on her 
after he had bounced out of 
the ring during a bout at 
Indiana. 

4 Jamiuiy Australia 
repay India in the same 
coin as they also consoli¬ 
date themselves in the first 
innings of the Sydney Test. 
At draw of stumps on the 
third day, an unbeaten cen¬ 
tury by David Boon takes 
them to 169 for 
no loss. 

India stay on course for the 
Emirates International 
hockey title beating Britain 
4-1 in their second match at 
Dubai. 

Mats Wilander and Boris 
Becker enter the semifinal 
of the $1,.50,000 Young 
Masters tennis tournament 
at West Berlin. Also in the 
semis are Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland and Emilio 
Sanchez of Spain. 

5 January The final 
Test at Sydney mean¬ 
ders towards a draw as the 
end of the fourth day’s plav 
finds Australia at 347 for 
four. 


India fril to hold onto a 2-0 
first half lead and draw their 
last match against Pakistan 
but are still good enou^ to 
win the Emirates Interna¬ 
tional hockey 
tournament. 

Boris Becker plays almost 
perfect tennis in the first 
and third set to demolish 
Mats Wilander 6-1, 7-6, 6-0 
in the final of the Young 
Masters tennis tournament 
at West Berlin. 

6 January The last 
Test at Sydney takes 
an interesting turn with the 
Indian spinners scuttling 
out the Australians to en¬ 
force the follow-on and 
then taking sbe second in¬ 
nings wickets tor 119 runs 
before time conies to Au¬ 
stralia’s rescue. 

7 January John McEn¬ 
roe comes back to ten¬ 
nis after his 21-day suspen¬ 
sion to beat Kevin Curren 
in straight sets in his open¬ 
ing match at the eight man 
round-robin Atlanta chal¬ 
lenge men’s tournament. 

Punjab emerge as the 
champion state, as the 31st 
National School (iames 
draws to a dose at New 
Delhi, with the best over¬ 
all performance. 


Threa of these Rothmans Porsche 959 supercars are currently participating in the 8th Paris-Dakar 
rally. Leading the Rothmans-Porsche team Is veteran Jacky Ickx and his co driver, and French movie 

star, Claude Brasaeur 
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( ACROSS 

1. Kniqhted English batsman ends in 
the Business Standard (1.1.5) 

I ( 4. Racecourse in Cambridgeshire 

I might bo mistaKen for a fire-ravaged 
; ! shopping complex (1.6) 

I 8. Olympic venue returns (4) 

9. West Indies' reserve wicketkeeper 
on one of the tours to India may be 
mistascn for a French city (4) 

10. Italian soccer star for Keith Miller’s 
middle name (5) 

11. F.niiish medium-fast bowler 
t.i'iween the Wars gives the 
‘ ’ pression that he has eaten (4) 

12. 'ockey playing‘ullah'from 
■ akistan has something in 
resemblance with the mascot of the 
Los Angeles Olympics (4) 

13. European Footballer of the Year 
1984-85 ends in the singular (7) 

15. Great tennis coach, late and 
lamented returns (1.6) 

DOWN 

1. Why this Wimbledon champion of 
the Seventies reminded you of the 
calendar (3) 

2. TenniB unit of scoring (3) 

3. Football Association side has some 
connection with cricketer Weekes 
(7) 

5. Cricket photographer, but not Eagar 
(7) 

6. Kent bowler, with an amazing 
average on top last season, ends In a 
heir (f) 

7. The oldest hockey Cup between two 
countries has something in common 
wt»i a former sports journalist (7) 

13. What bowlers. esDMially the quick, 
look for on an early morning, 
ascending (3) 

14. Hyderabadi cricketer laments, 
coming up (3) 

Excellent: 17-16, Good: 15, Fair: 14. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Which is the only European football 
club to have won all the senior 
trophies that they were entitled to 
participate in—World Club Cup, 
European Champion s Cup, Euro¬ 
pean Cup-winners' Cup, UEFA 
Cup. European Super-Cup, domes¬ 
tic league and Cup’’ 

2. For what is the Toyota Cup 
awarded? 

3 Who IS credited with the highest 
total of goats in the European 
Champion Clubs Cup so far? 

4 What IS the FIFA-Coca Cola Cup? 

5 Who IS the first player to be sent off 
in a F.A (England) Cup final? 

6. What IS the Kodak Cup'> 

7. Which Indian team was the first to 
win all the three football Nationals— 
senior, junior and sub-junior in the 
same year’’ Which was the year? 

8. WhatistheWFFI? 
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Certain forms of play are described in 
books but seldom seem to appear, or at 
any rate to be recognised at the table. 
But one did occur—and was brilliantly 
managed—during the final American 
trial for the world championship in Sao 
Paulo at the end to October 


♦ K 10 8 7 
Q J 3 
0 4 3 
K Q 10 8 


4 Q 6 2 
O* 10 9 8 7 4 2 
O J 8 5 
7 

4AJ9S43 
c;? A K 5 
O 10 9 2 

4 * 2 


O A K Q 7 6 
4»AJ96543 



South was the dealer at game all, and 
this was the bidding at one table 


South West 

Bergen Woff 

1C pass 

3D 4S 

4NT pass 

pass pass 


North East 

Cohen Hamman 
1H 2S 

pass pass 

SD dble 

pass 


I 


South's 4NT, in this sequence, was 
not Blackwood but asked partner to 
choose between the minors, knowing 
that the clubs were longer. West led a 
low spade. East put in the jack, and 
South ruffed. He cashed ace of clubs 
and ruffed the next club with the 8 of 
diamonds 

Now if East overruffs and plays 
another spade. South can ruff (he third 
club with the jack of diamonds and, 
since the remaining trumps are 2-2, can 
escape for one down But if East over¬ 
ruffs and returns a trump the best South 
can do is draw trumps and concede two 
more clubs, for 500, 

Bob Hamman didn't play either of 
these defences' he declined to overruff 
dummy's diamond 8' Observe the de- 
clare's position now. 

♦ Q 6 

0 10 9 8 7 4 2 
J 5 
— 

# K 10 8 
Q J 3 

'> 4 3 

♦ K Q 

♦ - 

6 

-'> A K Q 7 

4» J 9 6 5 4 , 

South can ruff one more club with the 
jack of diamonds and score the trumps 
in his own hand, but that is 800. At the 
other table the same contract was two 
down after a trump lead. 
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CRICKET 

CONTRASTS 

FROM CREASE TO a)]piENTAJ?y BOX 


In retrosf^ct, cricketing comparisons amuse the most. ‘How 
would Keith MUer have fared against Ian Botham?’ has been 
debated time and again. In the second extract from his book, 
Jim Laker indulges in a favourite pastime. The book is 
published by Stanley Paul and priced at £7.95 


F or aU the changes that have 
taken ji^ce in the game of 
cricket,* I have always main¬ 
tained that good players would 
have been good ptayers in whatever 
era they appeared. Good batsmen 
would always have scored runs; (^d 
bowlers would al^Vays have taken 
wickets. 

People of my generation, including 
many of my illustrious England con¬ 
temporaries, will probably consider it 
sacrilege fur me to talk in the same 
breath of Sir Leonard Hutton and 
(ieoffrey Boycott, Freddie Trueman 
and Bob Willis, Keith Miller and Ian 
Botham, Peter May and David Gow¬ 
er. Tony Lock and Derek Under¬ 
wood, Godfrey Evans and Bob 
Taylor, Richie Benaud and Mike 
Hrearley. But times have changed and 
I would never attempt to disparage 
lilt* performances of the present-day 
players who have rather more com¬ 
plex problems to face than we ever 
did. 

Benaud and Breariey 

During this series of comparison, I 
have touched on the subject of cap¬ 
taincy as it affected such great cricke¬ 
ters as l,en Hutton and Geoff Boycott, 



Ian Botham and Bob Willis, Peter May 
and David Gower. And they all tended 
to prove the general rule that it t^kes 
a ^eat side to make a ^eat captain. 

But there are exceptions. Richie 
Benaud, the greatest Test captain I 
ever came across, made an average 
Australian side into a very good one. 
And when Mike Breariey, the most 
effective England captain I have seen, 
returned in 1981, he worked wonders 
with a side that had to be considered 
below average. 

I have always maintained that Stuart 
Surridge was the best captain I ever 
played under, though he did have a 
quite exceptional Surrey side at his 
command. So one had to marvel at the 



achievement of Benaud who took over 
the Australian captaincy when Ian 
Craig, their youngest ever skipper, 
fell ill, and led them to victory in four 
successive series, starting with a 4-0 
triumph against England in 1958-9. 

Looking back, it is hard to believe 
now that Benaud’s appointment came 
as something of a suiprise since most 
people had thou^t that Neil Harvey 
would get ffie job. As things turned 
out, he was a revelation. I never 
actually played with him but I am told 
by people who did—not just Austra- 
lims but many others, including En¬ 
glishmen, who took pint in various 
tours muia: him—that he was a quite 
superb leadet 

Having been closely associated with 
him for many years now as.a television 
commentator, I know that Richie is a 
great stickler for detail. He likes 
everything to be just rig^t, sport on. 
That is the way he runs his me, and 
that is the way he ran his cricket. He 
had everything worked out, indudiag 
die opposition on whom he did his : 
homework so that he had a mental 
book on alt the batsmen and howlers. 

Haying against Mm, one had the 
unpFesakmthathe was alive the vdiMe 
time, whether he was dianging Ms 
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bowlers, moving his fielders or 
switching his batting order. And like 
all the best ca ptains he had the happy 
knack of bei^ able to deal with 
dffierent individuals in different ways, 
knowing which players needed en¬ 
couragement a^ which ones needed 
the byword. I would not say he was 
a brilliant judge of wickets but he did 
not make a lot of mistakes when he 
was putting the opposition in. He put 
them in an awful lot of times with an 
awfiil lot of success. 

On of all that, he was an 

inspiration himself. He developed mto 
just about the best spin bowler in the 
world and vnth battik explosive 
enou{^ to bring him w third fastest 
century in Test history fie becaftie the 
only Australian to take 200 wickets 
and score 2,000 runs in Tests. And 
added to his 248 wickets and 2,201 
runs were 65 catches—another Au¬ 
stralian record proving the magnificent 
example he set in the fi^ld. 

Richie had course, too, as he 
proved in one of his most memorable 
performances at Old Trafiord in 1961. 
He was still suffering from fibrositis in 
I his right shoulder which had pre¬ 
vented him from playing at Lord’s 
t v^en England were set to score 256 
in little over even time to go 2-1 up in 
tte senes. We had reached 150 for 
one, thanks to a superb 76 in 84 
minutes by Ted Dexter, when Be- 
naud, knowing that the Ashes were at 
St >k<', took tte ball. Bowling round 
th wit^et into the roufdi, he dismis- 
st 1 Dexter, May, Brian Cbse and 
Ka.nan Subba Row in five overs, 
finished with sbe for 70 saved the 
Ashes for Australia and brou^t his 
playmg career to a perfect climax. 

It came as no surprise to anybody 
that he went on to make such a 
success of his career in writing and 
broadcasting where his ob^rvations 
are always shrewd and well worked 
out—and invariably correct. 

So what (A the England captains I 
fdayed under? Well, it will probably 
surprise many people to learn that the 
one who impressed me most was 
Norman Yardley who led England to a 
3-0 victory over South Africa in 1947 
but then had the misfortune to. come 
up against Don Bradman’s Australians 
in 0o8ing 4-0) and John God- 
dsffd’s West Indians in 1950 Qosing 
3-1). 

I |dir^ in only three Test matches 
undCT Yardley but they were enough 
to convince me that he was a far 
better captain then he was given 


credit for. Bearing in mind that in 1948 
he was in almost as hopeless a posi¬ 
tion as David Gower found himself 
against the West Indies in 1984,1 
thought Yardley did very weD. He was 
a man you could fisten to and learn 
from, and he was probably the best 
judge of a wicket I ever it»t 

But 1 have to admit that the best 
Eng^d captain 1 have seen was 
Brearley, a real mastermind whose 
reoJlin 1981 insi^ed Ian Botham and 
Bob Willis to such extraordinary 
heights that England won three suc¬ 
cessive Test matches against Austra¬ 
lia to save the Ashes. Poor Kim 
Huj^es, the Australian captain, must 
have wondered what had hit him when 
he suddenly found hunself confronted 
by a grey-haired philosophm* with aU 
the quaUkations that go towards mak¬ 
ing a good cricket captain, plus the 
most formidable brain that has ever 
been applied to the problem of wuining 
Test matches. 

You never want an idiot captaining a 
side of course, and the better the 
brain the better you are going to do. 
But Brearley was also into psycho- 
aiialysis, and when he applied that 
kind of specialist knowledge to the 
handfing of his players, the results 
were absolutely staggering, none 
more so than in the third Test at 
Headin^ey. With Australia needing 
ordy 1% to win, he first deprived 
Wifiis of the new ball, then put him on 
up the hill and into the wind. Only 
v^en his leading fast bowler was 
thorou^y browned off did Brearley 
let him loose at the other end—and 
Willis responded with a match-winning 
eight for 43, the best figures of his 
Test career. 

It was indeed heady stuff, and total 
justificabon of the policy of picking a 
captain who many felt was not worth 
his place in the side. I never believed 
he was worth his place as a batsman 
because I did not think he was a player 
of Test class. But there are oth^ 


Brearley first deprived Willis 
of the new boll, then put 
him on up the hill and into 
the wind. Only when his 
leading fost bowler was 
browned off did he let him 
loose at the other end... 


aspects of the complex g^e ol enck 1 
et that have always got to be taken 
into consideratkm, and Brearley’s uni I 
que style of captaincy was one of 
them. 

Miller and Botham 

In terms of statistics, Ian Botham is 
the most phenomenal all-rounder Test 
cricket has ever known. At the end of 
the 1984 season, he had scored 4,159 
runs, including 13 centuries, and 
taken 302 wickets, including five or 
more in an innings 24 times, in 73 
Test matches. Only two other okke- 
ters have completed the double of 
2,000 runs and 200 wickets in Test 
cricket. Sir Garfield Sobers scored 
8,032 runs and took 235 wickets in 93 
Tests; Richie Benaud had 2,201 runs 
and 248 widcets in 63 Tests. Among 
England aU-rounders, only Tony Greig 
(3,599 runs and 141 wickets) and 
Trevor Bailey (2,290 runs and 132 
wickets) stand anywhere near 
Botham’s record. 

Yet there are still plenty of people 
around who refuse to recognize 
Botham as one of the all-time great 
players. They point to the weakness 
of the opposition, especially Australia, 
at the start of his Test career whidi 
happened to coincide with the decima¬ 
tion of the Austrafian team by Kerry 
Packer; and they remember his alajm- 
ing slump in form, which happened to 
coincide with his period as captain IB 
two successive senes agaii»t the 
West Indies, without question the< 
best team in the world. 

For my part, I must make it clear 
that Sob^s was the greatest aU- < 
roimder I have ever seen, and am - 
ever likely to see. But I rate Bothtoi 
hi^y enough to compare him with'' 
the greatest of my generation and ' ' > 
pro&bly the greatest Australia has 
ever produced—Keith Miller. 

Botham had nothing in common 
with either Sobers, the left-handed' 
genius who could do anything on a 
cricket field with bat or ball, or • 

Benaud, probably the last of the great 
leg-break and googly bowlers. Nor 
viras there mudfi siniilarity between ' 
Botham and either the flamboyant^ 
controversial Greig or the toiig^, un-' 
fiappable Bailey. But the cortqiatisons 
with the dashing Miller are endless. ■ 

Both Miller md Botham are cricket¬ 
ing cavaliers with an enormous zest 
for life. Miller was a pilot during tne' 
war; Botham is taking flying lessons in 
pursuit of an ambition to pilot him«^‘ 
around the world. Miller was a garni- 
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ter, as iamiliar at Awoi <«■ l:.psom as 
he was at Dird's m '1 ■ <>vd\: Botham 
knows his \v;i\ f he iMi otracks 
too—and as an n'-.' i ', at that. Both of 
them wert' m * ■ .-'ilile— yet take 

their crickt't; ., is>re seriously 
Uiw soine i-- ■■ aidfiine. Both have 
powerful • ■ ’ i iie game. And both 

were hi n ■ <• ' *l< >ssal cricketers. 

•njo! f i. n nd to suggest that 
Millet V- belter batsman with 41 
first. - .lories, seven of them 
doiil '! . I It eds, and Botham the 

nj< • .: ive bowler. But in reality it 

is . ■ .er way round. Miller formed 

oi<. <.'! 't(‘ most famous of all fast- 
f. ■/ tiun partnerships with the legen- 

y iiay Lmdwall while Botham is 
iiutunng as a batsman with each 
season that goes by. 

Miller, to my mind, was a superb 
natural bowler. It seemed to come so 
easily to him that he did not even have 
to bother to mark out his run. He 
could simply set off from anywhere he 
liked without any apparent effect on 
the superb high action he retained 
until the day he finished playing. Nor 
did it interfere with his beautifiil 
rh^hm and uncanny accuracy which 
allied to the lift and movement he 
could extract from the deadest of 
wickets made him a bowler capable of 
destroying any side. 

His tp'eat strength was his sheer 
unpredictability. He could bowl just 
about everything, and often did, 
sometimes to the extent of sending 
down six different kinds of delivery in 
the same over. He was so audacious 
that 1 remember him once letting 
David Sheppard have a googly in the 
first over with the new ball at 
Lord's—and getting him out with it! It 
wa.s as cheeky as Botham playing that 
reverse sweep shot of his at a crucial 
stage of a Test match, though 1 don’t 
think even Miller thought of that. 

Botham, of course, also liked to 
experiment with his bowling, especial¬ 
ly in his early days when it was at its 
best. He would bowl in-swingers and 
out-swingers, varying his pace and 
using the lull width of the crease to 
change the angle of delivery. But the 
demands of one-day cricket have 
obviously had an adverse effect; and 
the fact that he has never been as lithe 
or loose-limbed as the athletic Miller 
may explain why he suddenly seemed 
to lose his ability to bowl the out- 
swinger. 

He claimed he was as fit as he had 
ever been—^thanks to his football 
training with Scunthcxrpe United— 



They say that Miller once 
put a ball over the roof at 
Lord's. But for sheer 
strength, Botham is miles 
ahead of him. 


wiien he set off on the 1983-4 tour of 
New Zealand and Pakistan. But his 
bowling was still nowhere near as 
effective as it used to be and one can 
only hope that the cartilage operation, 
for which he returned home early, 
solved the problem. 

In many ways, the 1984 season was 
seen as a crisis point in Botham’s 
career, especially since he decided to 
take a break at the end of it and 
declared himself unavailable for the 
winter tour to India. But although he 
had already scored all those runs and 
taken all those wickets, it was impor¬ 
tant to bear in mind that at the start of 
the 1985 season he was still only 29 
and should have plenty of good years 
in front of him. 1 have always b^eved 
that Ik is a lot better batsman than 
some people imagine and even thou^ 
his bowling seems to be in decline his 
batting could still improve. 

It was a lot easim: for Miller to 


indulge himself as a batsman in a 
fine-up that included Sidney Barnes, 
Arthur Morris, Lindsey Hassett, Neil 
Harvey and Don Bradman than it has 
been for .Botham in an England side 
not known for its solidity. Miller 
probably had more shots, too, includ¬ 
ing the late cut which he played as well 
as anybody, but he never hit the ball 
as hard as Botham does. They say 
that Keith once put a ball over the roof 
at Lord’s. But for sheer streng^ and 
consistency of hitting, Botham is mules 
ahead of him. 

Finally, there is the question of 
captaincy. Underneath the extrava¬ 
gant exterior which Miller loved to 
present to the crowds was a very 
astute cricketing brain and Richie Be- 
naud, for one, has told me that Keith 
was one of the best captains he ever 
played under. Botham cherishes a 
dream of leading England again to 
prove to everyone—himsetf, included, 
one suspects—that he can make a far 
better job of it than he did last time. 

He could hardly do worse, but only 
time will tell. 

Hutton and Boycott 

At the risk of provoking another 
outbreak of civil unrest in Yorkshire, 1 
have to confess that I have idolized Sir 
Leonard Hutton ever since 1 was a 
schoolboy, and if Geofo-ey Boycott 
carries on playing until he is 90, he will 
never surpass him in my estimation. 
When I was 14,1 could sit and watch 
Hutton bat all day. And though he was 
only 19 himself, he was quite capable 
of doing it. 

His batting technique was the best 1 
have ever seen. He had every shot in 
the book, although on occasions he 
was loathe to use all of them. The key 
was his footwork wWch I believe to be 
the most essential part of batting. 
Whether he was attacking or defend¬ 
ing, Len’s was a joy to watch. Once 
you get your feet in the right posi¬ 
tion—and in Hutton’s case the initial 
movement was usually slightly back 
and across with the right foot—what 
follows seems to be that much easier. 

1 think his greatest joy was in his 
cover and off driving vdwh were 
masterpieces of placement and timing. 
1 can still vividly recall a (Kntury he 
made against Surrey at the Oval when 
he almost reduced Tony Lode to 
tears. He would move to the pitch of a 
bail sfi^tly outside off stump and hit it 
glorioi^y tiirou^ extra cover. To 
counter that, Tcmy would move his 
extra cover a t»t strai^ter, so Hutton 
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would delay his shot just a fraction of a 
second and tut it four or five yards 
squarer. In fact Hutton was able to 
play this shot anywhere in an arc 
stretching from point to mid-off. 

Most top batsmen over the years 
have agreed that the most difficult 
debveiies to play are the late out- 
swinger and the variations of the 
top-class leg-spinner—and nobody has 
played them better than Len Hutton. 
This was because he was able to delay 
his stroke until the last possible mo¬ 
ment to take into account the swing or 
the spin, whereas less-gifted players 
b nd to commit themselves to early. If 
ti 're was a chink in Hutton's armour, 
it >^38 surprisingly against the. in- 
s\.mg or off-break bowler. And 1 have 
ofien wondered whether this could 
have had something to do with his 
wartime accident as a PT instructor 
I which left him with his left arm weaker 
I and fi actionaliy shorter than his right. 

It rtainly affected his hooking. In 
1 his ea 'v days he used to play the shot 
' magnili-enUy. But later on he just 
about eliminated it, even when he was 
on the receiving end of as many 
, bouncers as any batsman of his day. 
Lindwall and Miller, especially, gave 
him a torrid time when they were at 
iheir fastest and it is a further tribute 
to his remarkable footwork that 1 
carmot ever recall him being hit. 

Having said that, however, I do not 
belie' he ever had to face the kind of 
sustrmed, short-pitched hostility 
which confronted Boycott on his re 
turn to Test cricket in 1977 after his 
self-imposed three-year exile. When 
most of the top fast bowlers were 
playing in Kerry Packer's World 
Series Cricket, former England cap¬ 
tain Tony Greig made the jibe that 
Boycott had deliberately avoidt d 
them. But that lie was nailed in 1980 
and 1981 when Boycott took on the 
Australians and the West Indians in 
successive series at home and abroad 
without ever backing away. In fact I 
have never detected any shortage of 
, .courage in Boycott's make-up and 
would suggest that his technique 
•against such fearsome batteries of fast 
boviding as Holding, Roberts, Croft 
and Gamer of the West Indies and 
Lillee, Thomson, Lawson and Hogg of 
Australia was vastly superior to tlwt 
shown by anyone else. 

Yet hirftly as 1 regard Boycott's 
bat^, 1 do not think he has ever 
achieved the stature of Hutton for two 
reasons. First, he has never had to 
face up to the class of spin bowling 



Miller probably hod more 
shots, including the late 
cut, but he never hit the boll 
os hard as Botham does 


that confronted Hutton; second, he 
has never had as many shots as 
Hutton, who was consequently a 
much more fluent scorer. 

The tragedy of this is that Boycott 
could have been a far more prolific 
stroke-player, for there have been 
few greater one-day innings than his 
146, including three sixes and 15 
fours, against Surrey at a waterlogged 
Lord's in the 1965 Gillette Cup Final. 

Whereas Hutton was a natural bats¬ 
man, a schoolboy prodigy who made 
his first-class debut at 17, Boycott is a 
self-made cricketer who did not get 
into the Yorkshire first team until he 
was 22, a year older than Hutton was 
when he made his 364 against Austra¬ 
lia. But there are certain similarities. 
Like Boycott, Hutton went out to 
open tltf batting with every intention 
of staying all day. But whereas 
Boycott will be upset all day if he gets 
out early, Len’s ffisappointment would 


not last much longer than half an hour. 
Uke Boycott, Hutton was also a bit of 
an introvert. But, again, he did not 
take it quite to the same extreme as 
Geoffrey. 

No one, not even Boycott, has ever 
taken his cricket more seriously than 
Hutton did. Naturally he was very raw 
at the start of his career ami it took 
him some time to adjust to a com¬ 
pletely different way of life from tte 
one he had known as a carpenter’s son 
at Pudsey. But he educated himself 
through cricket. A careful man in 
every way, he gave a great deal of 
thoui^t to everything he did. Even 
when he was England’s captain, he 
would lie awake at night, wondering 
and probably worrying about what he 
was going to do next day. 

He had some extraordinary theories 
about tjie game, one of them being 
that you needed brown eyes to make 
runs in the West Indies. All the great 
batsmen of the Caribbean from 
Weekes, Worrell and Walcott to So¬ 
bers, Lloyd and Richards have tended 
to prove his point I suppose. But I 
don’t know what he made of it when 
the bluf-eyed David Gower played 
one of his finest innings— 1.54 not 
out—in Kingston Jamaica, in 1981! 

Nor has Len ever been the kind of 
man to give too much away, as my 
Surrey colleague Micky Stewart isc- 
overed during his early days at the 
Oval. Micky, who had not been in the 
game very long, was worried about 
some particular aspect of his batting 
so when 1 saw Hutton approaching I 
thought it would be a go(^ opportunity 
for the youngster to learn something. 
Having made the introductions I left 
them to it and was pleased to see 
them deep in conversation for a good 
half-hour. 

When Micky came back. I said: 

‘Well, let’s hear it, then. What have 
you learned? 

Stewart looked puzzled. ‘He just 
talked on and on about the new Ibw 
rule, ’ he said, shaking his head. ‘I’m 
no wiser about my batting now than 1 
was before. ’ 

Hutton kept his opinions to himself 
when he became England’s first pro¬ 
fessional captain, sensibly taking no 
part in the fierce controversy tlat 
raged over such a break wiffi tradi¬ 
tion. But he was a proud man. And, as 
one might have expected, he did a 
typically professional job. 

I do not think he rated me very 
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hij^y at the time and conseouently I 
had a few ups and downs with him. 
But later on in h s reign, he went to 
the other extre ne and I felt that 1 
could do nut m i ong. It took me a long 
time to convince him that 1 could bowl, 
m^y because he was not to in¬ 
terested in spin bowling. He had been 
througii liie last bowlirig fire of Lind¬ 
wall. Miller and big Bill Johnston so 
that when he got the opportunity to 
lead I'.ngland with Trueman, Statham 
and'] yson at his conunand, he re¬ 
lished the possibilities. And it was one 
of the greatest moments of his life 
when he returned home with the 
Ashes after Tyson and Statham had 
destroyed Australia in 1954-5. 

But the great thing about Hutton as 
a captain was that wlutever he 
thought about them professionally the 
players like him—and I’m ahraid tihat 
could not be said about Boycott for 
most of his time in charge at Yorkshire 
and in the three Tests in which he led 
England after Mike Brearley had 
broken his arm. Boycott simply could 
not abide failure—or even the thought 
of failure—and sadly that paranoia has 
always seemed to affect the people 
around him. 

May and Gower 

It was somewhat appropriate that 
Peter May should have been chauman 
of the England selectors wheh David 
Gower was appointed captain in 1984. 
For there are certain similarities be¬ 
tween the two, even though the 
former was a tall, cultured right¬ 
hander firom Charterhouse, Cam¬ 
bridge University and Surrey and the 
latter is an elegant, blond-haired left¬ 
hander from King’s School, Canter¬ 
bury, London University and Leices¬ 
tershire. 

Both of them were well educated at 
good cricketing schools before going 
on to university; both of them suc¬ 
ceeded to the captaincy of their coun¬ 
try when they were stfil in their 
mid-twenties; and botii of them were 
hailed as the finest batsmen of their 
generation. 

But while Gower may be the best 
batsman England have produced in 
recent years, there is no doubt in my 
mind that May is the best batsman we 
have had since the 1939-45 war. 

Peter Barker Howard May had 
more competition, for a start. Among 
his contemporaries were the likes of 
Ted Dexter, Colin Cowdrey, Tom 
Graveney and Ken Barrington, yet 
from the day he picked up a cricket bat 



Hutton's technique was the 
best I have ever seen. He 
had every shot in the book 


for the first time it was obvious that he 
was something special. 

I think that nearly all great batsmen 
are bom not made—very few, though 
there have been one or two, become 
great as a result of intensive 
coaching—and Peter was a prime 
example. He could not have done 
much better than go to Charterhouse 
and Cambridge where he learned to 
play on very good pitches, and in that 
respect, 1 suppose, he was a prime 
product of top-class public-school and 
university cricket. 

But I remember talking to George 
Geary, the former Leicestershire and 
England player who became the coach 
at Charterhouse, and congratulating 
him on what a great job he had done 
on Peter May as a schoolboy. 

‘I did nothing,' said George. ‘He 
was such a marvellous, natural player 
that I could find very little fault in 1^ 
from the first time I saw him play. I 
did give him a little bit of advice here 
and there but it was never a question 
of standing m a net and coaching him. ’ 

Peter May played the game in a 
fairly simple manner. He would never 
hook and seldom pulled. And one very 
rarely saw him play a cut. He just hit 
the ball in an arc from cover point to 


mid-wicket, reducing his chances of 
error by cutting out those sort of 
shots v^re you are forced to play 
across the line. That was his great 
strength, and it was small wonder that 
in his capacity of chairman of selectors 
he almost despaired of the mimber of 
En^nd batsmen who seemed incap¬ 
able of playing straight. 

It is fair to say, 1 suppose, that 
David Ivon Gower probably had more 
of a natural flair for the game—and, 
perhaps, even more inborn talent— 
than P.B.H. May. But by the time he ' 
became En^and captain, David had in 
no way shown the same kind of 
ruthlessness, the killer instinct, that 
was such a feature of Peter’s play. 

Nobody can ever have timed the , 
ball better than David Gower does. I 
will never forget the first time I saw 
him bat—in a John Player League 
match at Leicester on a wicket with no 
pace in it at all. The ball just was not 
coming on to the bat and several of the 
senior players I spoke to said it was 
obviously impossible to play strokes in 
such conditions. Then in came this 
blond, curly-haired 18-year-old at 
number four or five to stroke his first 
ball through the covers off the back 
foot for four and go on to time it as 
sweetly as though the ball was coiiung 
on fast and true. In my position in the 
commentary box, you sit up and take 
notice when you see anything like 
that, and it’s the only time in the past 
ten years that any batsman has made 
that sort of impact on me. 

It is such a pity that he has so far 
failed to fulfil his enormous potential 
through some strange lapses in con¬ 
centration—made all the more 
annoying by the fact that he has shown 
himself capable of overcoming this 
weakness in pressure situations all 
round the world. In the West Indies, 
for instance, in 1981, only a fortnight 
after his twenty-fourth birthday, he 
batted through the last seven-and- 
three-quarter hours for 154 not out to 
make sure of an honourable draw in 
the last Test in Kingston; in Australia 
in 1982—3 he was easily Engfand's 
most consistent batsman; and after a 
dismal tour of New Zealand in 1984, 
he went to Pakistan, took over the 
captaincy from the incapacitated Bob 
Wiis and inspired a stricken side with 
152 and 173 not out fe successive 
Tests at Faisalabad and Lahore, 

Those two innings suggested that 
his form would not be affected by the 
cares of captaincy—as Ian Botham's 
had been against the same intimidating 
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West Indian opposition four years 
earlier. But then Gower went and let 
himself down again by getting out to 
two loose shots in his very first Test 
as captain in his ownrij^tt and left 
everyOTe wondering whether the 
celectors had got die right mah after 
all. 

Another thing 1 am sure about, too. 
Gower's task on taking over the 
England captaincy was fifty times har¬ 
der than h&y’s was when he took 
over from Len Hutton in 1955. He 
went on to captain England a reccnrd 
41 times and while I never considered 
him to be a great captain, he was 
certainly a very good one. . 

Laker and Emburey 

To illustrate the point, let me start 
this series of comparisons by admit¬ 
ting that 1 would have found it much 
more difficult to break into first-class 
Ticket in the eighties than 1 did in the 
: (ties. When I joined the Surrey staff, 

I- county’s season consisted of 33 
i:. (>e-day matches played on unco- 
\( .ed wickets. There was no such 
tliM.g as one-day cricket. And every 
em iiuragement was given to the 
voung spin bowler. 

A look at the first-class averages for 
19;') 1 shows how many of them took 
ad\ antage of the situation. Bob Ap- 
plevard. an off-spin bowler of uncom¬ 
mon pace, and Johnny Wardle both 
tof more than 150 wickets; 1 had 1.35 
and Tony Lock 125. And also figuring 
higli on the list were the likes of Jim 
McConnon. Roy Tattersall. Fred Tit- 
mus. Alan Oakman, Jack Young. John 
Mortimore, Bomber Wells, Johnny 
Lawrence. Edwin Smith, Doug 
Wnght. Erie Hollies, Sam Cook and 
Malcolm Hilton. 

You can only gain confidence as a 
spin bowler by taking wickets, and in 
those days you got far more chances 
to bowl in helpful conditions than you 
dq now. You might struggle for a 
couple of weeks on good wickets but 
generally in an English summer you 
were soon going to come across a 
rain-affected wicket when it was not 
uncommon for a good spin bowler to 
pick up seven or eight wickets. I'he 
same would apply if you were fortun¬ 
ate enough to bowl on one of the 
lesser-known grounds where the 
wickets were not so good. On top of 
that, it was rare in county sides to find 
anyone after no. 8 having any great 
pretensions as a batsman; in fact they 
were little more than rabbits. 
Gloucester, for example, could 



Boycott never hod to face 
up to the class of spin 
bowling Hutton faced. 


guarantee half a dozen cheap wickets 
in a match by courtesy of F.D. 
McHugh, Cook and Wells. These 
days. nos. 9, 10 and jack tend to come 
in and push up and dowii with a 
straight bat. 

At the outset of my career. I used 
to bowl the same w'ay on every type of 
wicket because 1 believed the only 
way to succeed as a spin bowler was 
to spin the ball as much as I could. I 
had the advantage of being able to spin 
It more than anyone else at the time 
and would concentrate on bowling 
accurately with the spin. It meant that 
on good wickets 1 was reasonably 
economical and it the pitch was at all 
helpful 1 was able to come into my 
own. 

One of the reasons why there has 
been such a dearth of top-class off- 
spitiiiers in recent years is their unwil¬ 
lingness to stick to a basic method 
with the right degree of patience. Pat 
Pocc»ck. who is as talented as any 
England liave produced in the past 20 
years and must have considered him¬ 
self unlucky to have played in nt» more 
than 17 Test matches, aU but three of 
them abroad, until his recall in 1984, is 
a prime example. Even at the start of 
his ceieer, he was prone to too much 


variation which, lor an inexperienced 
bowler, usuallv’ meant at least one bad 
Iwill an over. 'I'he same criticism ap¬ 
plies to New Zealand's John 
Bracewell, who obviously has a lot of 
ability but on the last England lour 
was guilty of trying to do too much too 
soon. 

As an off-spin bowler. Emburey is 
somewhere in between Hugh 
Tayfield, who took 17U Test wjekets 
for South Africa, and myself in that he 
spins it rather more than Tayfield did 
but not as much as I did. His hei^t is 
an advantage because it enables ram 
to get extra bounce and he is also 
blessed with a good temperament 
which means he can take the kind of 
hammer that so easily undermines the ■ 
inferior bowler. His successes in Au¬ 
stralia and South Africa show that he 
has the technique to adjust to different 
wickets which I always found to be the 
most difficult part. 

It goes without saying that 
Emburey has been badly missed by 
England after being suspended for 
throe years for taking part in the rebel 
tour of South Africa. But, happily. Ws 
l)est years should still be ahead of him. 
In fact he should now be approaching 
his peak if my experience is anything 
to go by. 1 believe that I was in my 
thirties before 1 reached my best, and • 
that I bowled as weU as 1 ever did in 
my life on the 1958-9 tour of Australia ' 
when I was nearly 37. 

.Now, 25 years on, I am forever 
being asked how I think 1 would have 
coped with the demands made on the 
modern off-spinner; how I think 1 
would have adapted to bowling in a 
five-day Test and a 40-over knockab¬ 
out on a Sunday afternoon. 1 would 
like to be able to say that it would not 
have made a scrap of difference to the 
way I bowled. Bui clearly that would 
be nonsense. I have given it a lot of 
thought, and come to the conclusion 
that I would have had to cope in the 
same way as people like Emburey and . 
Pocock have done by increasing their , 
pace and bowling a fuller length at 
middle slump or middle and leg. In ail 
honesty I cannot think of any other 
answer to the off-spinner's problem. If 
I bowled as I used to do in a county 
match with three men out on the 
fence, 1 would back myself to take five 
wickets. But those five wickets would 
probably cost me 60 runs. Umited- 
overs cricket is more about contain¬ 
ment than bowling sides out. and one 
for 25 would be a far better perforrri- 
ance. 
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‘‘A 'y khdega." (1 

/M shall bel at the 
rates) 1 told myself, just 
like that, offhand y' know, 
after havinK swung a non¬ 
stop shoe till the early 
hours ot the o[)ening day of 
19H6. 

Forty winks and ten 
hours later, 1 was prepared 
lot the occasion; flannels, 

I learn coat, matching tie. 
Fills my Kaybans and Zeiss 
tield glasses to round it oft. 
Then 1 hared off to the race 
course—for tlie first time 
in»my life. 

1 was in good company. 
The lawns of the Royal 
Calcutta Turt Club, mown 
and manicured, could have 
been mistaken for an im¬ 
promptu setting at a “Made 
for Each Other" contest. 
Sexy young swingers, 
handsome young men. Pas¬ 
tel pink drainpipes resting 
delicately on slender 
stilettos; sober neckties 
snug between blazers with 
gold buttons. Elderh 
ladles, red hpsticked and 
immaculate, flitted about 
with their large dark glas¬ 
ses perched lashionably on 
the edge *01 their noses, 
(irey-haired gentlemen 
congregated in animated 
huddles, peering into the 
racing guides referred to'as 
Bibles. Meanwhile. 1 circu¬ 
lated. 

At almost every turn I 
kept bumping into dulnh 
from the stock market. 
Lyons Range must surely 
have closed for the d;iy, 1 
deduced. Colliding into niv 
broker w;is a pli-asant sur- 
I prise. The conversation 
I went: "Tandonji Avvi /agla 
i liai/ hoi tip viiphaira? Roval 
lilory kaiii .1 lapta /lai?" 

I (What do you think? Any 
I tips.'' How do you fancy 
Roval (ilory?) 

rile Tandon// in ques- 
iii.ti. portly and nious 
lailiuK'd, brow furrow etl as 
he coiucmplated the rtice. 
whispered in true stock 
market \em: "Koval (Ilory 
mvin apivi dhyaau kuch 
iiKvida liai. '■ (I have a bear¬ 
ish view of Royal (jlorvt. 


I had to see the place 
whi're bets were laid. A 
large circle w'ith bookies 
forming the circumference 
grew progressively more 
crowded and noisy. De¬ 
sperate punters shoved 
their wads of rupee notes in 
front of the bookie's very 
nose: being a special day at 
the races, it w'as more tfitin 
he could hiindle. Some 
were relused, others 
accepted, receiptt'd in the 
swiftest and most liberal 
scrawls on small memo 
pads. The slate had chalked 
out the odds: Lightning 
Sketch Z:l. Jacana H:l, 
Royal (iloty I'-i:!. .Ave 
.S:l, What’s Dp .'5:1, Aeio- 
jiolis If):!. 

.A colleague e\i)lained 
the mechanism: It von bet 
Rs 50 on the l.ivounte at 
D'C.l and the horse won, 
vou got baik Rs 1 Hi. 50. A 


little distance away was the 
official betting counter. The 
bets balanced themselves 
there, 1 was told. If a par¬ 
ticular horse started at 4:1 
with Rs loot) having been 
out on it, followed by furth¬ 
er punting worth Rs 10,000 
then the odds would auto¬ 
matically be pruned down. 
In Ibis case, the odds at the 
stnirl of the race would be 
considered tinal. 

1 walked awav to the 
paddock. The horses para¬ 
ded around, the cynosuie 
of all eyes, some curious, 
some admiring. The in¬ 
spection done, the hoises 
trotted out to the track. 1 
lollowed. Intiigued. 

The light music on the 
public .uldress svstem 
slopped "( ailing your 
.lOeniion to nice number 
one..." .A t.imiliar voice; 1 
had heard it heloie some 
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where. And then it dawmed 
on me—why, Dtm Manuel, 
disc jockey at Fink 
Elephant, the hottest night¬ 
spot in Calcutta. 

The race of the after¬ 
noon was the last. Charmer 
strode in as favourite at 
2:1. Meanwhile, we had 
boon tipped off with Mata¬ 
dor at 4'/;>:l. My fat friend, 
masticating on his paan 
masala, banged Rs 250 
down on the bookie's table. 
"‘Mama, andai ka khabar 
bai. " (It’s grapevine stuff) 
he whisiierod w'heii nobody 
was around. 

From the lime the bell 
w'ent. Matador looked a 
winner. 1 trained my 
binoculars ou the advancing 
horses, Calcutta’s skvline 
making an impressive back¬ 
ground... hmmm Tata Cen¬ 
tre. \uginia House, tlvit’s 
the Keckitt and Colinan 
Muilding...uhh where are 
the horses...oh. Matador 
still in the lead, 'riic horses 
turned the hend tor the 
horiK' run. 1 put aside my 
hiiiiKiil.'iir. :ind ran to the 
I ails. Tlie crowd surged 
lorward. “Come on, Mata- 
doi ! ” ■’ Come on, 

t’hai hht'’ 

W'llh iwenlv \'.ii'ds to go, 
Matadoi looked a clean 
winner. .An iijiset on the 
cards. Hut Cliarmer was 
coming close. Now thev 
weie level. .And then came 
Charmer’s masterstroke. 
VMieti tin inch or two behind 
Matador and one stride 
tiwav iVoiii the lino, the 
iider lerked Charmer. 
M.iltidor whizzed ptisl the 
end. Hill the photo-linisli 
had the Itist sav; Charmer’s 
head had Iniet tonally inched 
ahead ul Matadoiat the 
line. Charmer had won. 

Mv lilt liiend sptil red in 
di>gust. 

Mack home, the dialogue 
went thus: 

Fat frieml (stircaslici: “Any 
more ‘tips’.'” 

Voice: "Ves. Hindustan 
Mrttors, opening price at 
Lvons Range tomorrovyl" 

.Mudar Pathvna 
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For less than Rs 8 gpt your child 
started on a valuable habit A piggy 
bank comes free with everv pack of 
20 Handyplast strips Your child can 
save as much a&Rs 50 in one rupee toms 
in this attractive bank 

Of course the offer is just an 
incentive With active kids around the 
house It actually makes scum: to keep a 
pack of Handyplast handy Handyplast 
contains the same medicine most 
surgeons presenbe lor post-operative 
heating Making it reliable tor superficial 
wounds, cuts, bites and sores 

Stocks are limited Sohurry tovour 
retailer or chemist and gel vourscif a 
super bargain 



Haiidyplasirstiips 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

Mr Novy Kiq)adia! 

Winner of an award of Rs 25,000 for his 
article “The other side of the medal” 
published in Business Standard (Sunday 
Magazine) of August 19, 1984. 






1985 


With this, the first Wills Award for 
Excellence in Sports Journalism, Wills 
pays tribute to the wordmakers who 
recreate for us the magic moments 
sports abound ui. 

The response was overwhelming. 
Entries poured in from everywhere. 
From top names in the field. From 
journalists who’ve made sport into a 
living issue of the day. And the 
competition was fierce indeed. Style, 
content, lucidity of expression, 
knowledge of the game as well as 
special contributions made to the 


cause of sport were considered before 
the verdict was given. After long 
deliberations, Mr Novy Kapadia's 
article “The other side of the medal” 
emerged a clear-cut winner. 

This year, the entries were judged 
by an eminent panel aimprising 
Mr AFS Talyarkhan, Mr Pearson Surita, 
Mr Rajsingh Dungarpur and 
Dr MAM Ramaswamy. Wilis thanks > 
them for their time and efTort and ^ 
aJl sportswriters whose entries 
helped to make this such ^ 
a successful event. 


ml 


r I 


[Mi a) -I 



r 




WILIi> 


Promotiiig excdlleiK^e in ^XR*t 


SUIUIORV WARNING ClGAREm SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Wiii Lendi 
come? 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA are scheduled 
to play India in India m the 1986 Davis 
Cup. Though the venue has not be^ 
fixed officially, one feels that the tie 
will be played in Calcutta on the ^ss 
courts of the South Club. It is 
mmouied that the Czechs will be 
coming without theiT top player Ivan 
Lendl. If this turns out to be true then 
Calcuttans will be deprived of watch¬ 
ing the number pne player oi the 
world in action while actually holding 
tliat position. Young players in the 
count^ would gam a great deal from 
watching the cl^p play. While there 
IS no doubt that Vijay Amntraj, 
Ramesh Krishnan and company will be 
hoping that Lendlduesn’t play the lead 
su^cs for his country, tennis lovers 
m the country will undoubtedly be 
hopmg tor all to go smoothly and 
Lendl to make the tnp India might 
lose but at least we will have the good 
fortune to see some really top class 
tennis, for a change 
BARUN KAY, 

Calcutta. 

Wrong choice 

IN the last Test match of the senes 
tietween India and Austiaha, a wrong 
decision has been made while nomi¬ 
nating the Man of the Match’ and 'Man 
of the Senes’. Yadav should have been 
declared ‘Man of the Match’ and 
Gavaskar alone should have been 
‘Man of the Senes. ’ It could be seen 
from the super performance ol Gavas¬ 
kar that there could be no hesitation in 
declanng him ‘Man of I he Senes. It, 
however, Snkanth was to be chosen’ 
Man of the Senes, then Gavaskar 
should hav shared il with Snkkanth 
and not Kapil. Kapil Dev’s perform¬ 
ance was not so good and his captain¬ 
cy also was not up',o the mark. 

a;. S'. MURAD, 

Calcutta. 


ThisisCnckct 

WHA'l a fascinating and unpiedictable 
game this cnckct is! Phiswas proved 
once again at Sydney on Jan. 6 when 
India almost snatched a vnetory m a 
high voltage inalch. Who had ex¬ 
pelled tliat the Aussies will be forced 
to follow on and lose 12 wickets m a 


sin^e day and escape from the javs-- ol 
defeat when oXly 8 wickets had talk 
in the first four days. Cricket is ah\<‘ 
today despite being labelled as a di<'i 
and dreary game, because of these 
glorious uncertainties and the superla 
five performances of players like the 
LittleMaster Gavaskar, the flamboyant 
Srikkanth and the ever dependant 
Allan Border who have the capacity to 
transform the game to greater he^ts 
of ethereal glory and gamesmanship. 

P.B.L. MURTHY, 

Secunderabad. 

TheLeftovwXI 

THOUGH the Indian cricket team 
tounng Australia is strong and well 
balanced for the traditional five day 
game, 1 feel it is not the best side f(x 
Limited Over cricket. Many promising 
youngsters have been left behind to 
play domestic cricket. 

It would therefore be interesting to 
pick a team from the players who teve 
been left behind and call them ‘the 
Leftover XI." I do hope that it will 
force cricket lovers in the country to 
ponder over the fact that the team 
that left the shores of the country was 
not the best foi the faster version of 
the game. My team in batting order 
would be: Lalchand Rajput, Surmder 
Khanna (keeper) Padam Shasln. San 
deep Paul (vice-captam), Yashpal 
Sharma, Kirti Azad, Bhaskar PiUai, 
Madan Lai (captain), Manoj Prabha- 
kar, Gopal Sharma and T. Shekhar, 
not a bad side at all don’t you think? 
AMARJIT SINGH. 

Patiala. 

Piease go changing 

THOUGH the contents ot the inside 
pages ot your esteemed weekly are 
distributed to cater for diveise sports 
interests and pnmiations, one thing I 
have noticed is that its glossy cover 
always has a cricketer and that too 
sometimes bunngly repeated in a fort- 
mght’s span! To prove that jihfnt Allan 
Bolder showed his gloomy face on the 
Deiember 11 17' issues and when 
‘liajjpy new year’s chamjiagne was 
uncorked all over the world. Sport- 
sworld akiiie came out with that de¬ 
jected look of Border yet again. How 
about a deviaUon sometimes just for a 
change, as you had befittmgly done 
years back in an issue? (1-7 feb: 1984) 

MOHAMMED ARANGODBN, 
Kerala. 
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I make mistakes if I play 
defensively 

• fiifesses K.K. Srikkanth. Noel Mengel, editor of Australian 

Cricket, profiles him 


i/ I' !SH SklKKANTII dot'sn’l enjoy 
l\|)l£.ying defensively, as if you 
< .iiWn’t guess. That's earned him his 
i.ifi share of criticism since coming 
into the Indian team, but the Austra¬ 
lian crowds this summer have been 
witness to the full bloom of his talents, 
and that's without liim changing his 
style. 

As he prowls the wicket area while 
at the crease, glancing occasionally up 
to the skies, or as he 
watches the progress of 
another full-blooded shot, 
we have seen in Australia a 
man determined (o play the 
game his way, and if that's 
totally unorthodox lor the 
traditional opener's role, 
well that’s too Iwd. 

He d(K-sn*t enjoy playing 
defensively, and his team 
has come to recognise that. 

In an interview with Au¬ 
stralian Cricket magazine 
last month, Srikkanth said: 

“I don't play a good defen¬ 
sive game and 1 think it 
bores the crowd, if 1 try 
and defend 1 make mistakes 
and will still get out. maybe 
for 10 instead of .SO." 

Perhaps a middle-order 
batting vKisition might suit 
this explosive player bet¬ 
ter, but he recognises that 
their at en't many vacancies 
further down the list. 

With scores of 51, 80, oS 
and 116 in the Test series 
against Australia, and 
named as joint Man ol the 
Series, maybe- Srikkanth 
can now lay claim to a 
middle-order position. But 
he’s certainly noi unhappy 
about opening the liatting 
(who would lx* after that 
masterful 116 m Sydney?) 

Srikkanth denies he has 
been criticised by his team¬ 
mates for his attacking bat¬ 


ting style. “1 have been given a 
specific role,” he says, ‘i must take 
the shine off the new ball and a few 
hard hits are actually a good way of 
doing that. 

“Next. I must score runs quickly. If 
I’m-out after 15 overs with the score 
on 70 then at least we have the runs 
on the board. That talkes the pressure 
off those batting after me. 


“The middle-order players are all 
good defensively and can play tlat 
way if the situation requires it. To win 
matches you have to bowl out the 
opposition twice and five days is often 
not enough. The quicker you can 
score your runs the better.” Srikkanth 
has been dropped in the field a few 
times this summer; but mostly dose 
to the wicket. The ball was motoring a 
long at such a pace that it was pretty 
unlikely anyonewas going to 
wrap their paws around it 
Next on the agenda for 
this fascinating player is the 
tour of England, when he 
can show his tremendous 
power in the home of the 
game. He'D probably have a 
few of the traditionalists at 
Lord’s coughing and splut¬ 
tering into their gins, espe¬ 
cially if he’s hundred by 
lunch on the first morning. 

He could also catch the 
eye of talent sirouts from 
the England County scene, 
even though with the over¬ 
seas-player limit these 
days, contracts are hard to 
come by. But his undis¬ 
puted talents as a one-day 
player would make him in¬ 
valuable to any County 
team. 

“I have no real prefer¬ 
ence for the one-day game 
' or Test Cricket, ” Sr^kanth 
I explains. He just loves 
pla 3 nng cricket. One thing 
is certain. He wiU be enter¬ 
taining crowds in every 
comer of the cricket world 
for some season to come. 
But he won’t be changing 
the way he plays. He only 
wants to do it better. 

And tliat’s an ominous 
sign from a man who is 
restructuring the traditional 
role of the opening 
batsman. 






India V Australia 

A fter Australia had 
beaten New Zealand 
under the Sydney lights in 
mid-week to fdlow up their 
weekend win over India at 
Brisbane. Allan Border 
said: “We’ve got our act 
together”—and the Austra¬ 
lian press echoed his 
optimism. 

But the raised Australian 
expectations were not ful- 
for India extiacted 
revenge at the M.C.G. in a 
rain-shortened match play¬ 
ed before an enormous 
crowd of 52,612. After five 
matches in the competition, 
India and Australia were 
level on wins (two each) 
but Australia led the table 
by a point which they sal¬ 
vaged from a washout in 
their opening tie, against 
New Zealand. 

The second meeting be¬ 
tween Australia and India 
was settled partially by the 
favours of luck and, to a 


Toss winners, 
match winners 

Dilip Rao files his despatch on 
India’s progress in the triangu¬ 
lar tournament in Australia 


larger measure, by the ex¬ 
perience and expertise of 
the two elder statesmen of 
international cricket, Sunil 
Gavaskar and Mohinder 
Amamath. 

India won by eight wick¬ 
ets, with 4-2 overs to 
spare, but their victory was 
not quite as dear-cut as the 
margin would indicate. It 
was not until they were 
within 50 runs of their 
target, that their authority 
became unquestionable. 

Where luck played its 
most important part was in 


making-the coin fall the 
rigjit way for Kapil Dev. 
The toss was particularly 
crucial because rain was 
forecast for the first half of 
the match and therefore 
batting second was going to 
be advantageous in coming 
to terms with any re¬ 
adjustments in the quota of 
overs. 

Wins in their two pre¬ 
vious matches disguised 
the fact that Austra&a had 
batted inconsistently and 
had got away because they 
were both low-scoring 


matches, thanks to thr 
aberrations of their oppo 
nents. At the M.C.G., this 
time, they were under dual 
pressure because the 
threat of rain required them 
to provide for loss of overs 
and therefore reach a hi^ 
striking rate early in the 
innings. 

Beginning with the 
seventh over of their in¬ 
nings, a series of batting 
errors reduced them to 50 
for five. They should have 
been 50 for sbc, but Wayne 
Phillips was missed off the 
first ball he faced from 
Shastri and although he did 
not score many, he stayed 
to collaborate in a stand of 
50 with Steve Waugh., 

Now the only frontline 
batsman remaining, young 
Waugh carried the innings 
on his back, scoring 51- of 
the 85 runs Australia were 
able to add. He remained 
not out with a valuabte 73. 
made from 104 balls. 



Thar* «Mit much more man tiMt the cricket at llMGabtM on 12 January batwaan India and AuatraHa 
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Australia’*' i ' re 
fleited to I Indi¬ 
a's wealn 'Ot the 

last licnii ' \ s laik 
of miti' 1 the Au 
Stull tntttnng 

and' 'I in sight, he 

sh ni( back tu 

I) 1 JKiUlOUofhlS 

til 11 lining overs 

li ilu ■'Mth Kavi 
milled y< t another 
t)k poll Instead lie 
II Lhetan Sharma 


Um) ht should have 
K»d a mid oil msti id of a 
I ns oft to (invent the tail 
(nders taking single s m 
that in a and giving Waugh 
the stiikt llanng the be 
l(*agutnd t)iil*-nien to hit 
ove*r the top might have 
brought result) 

Howe vet Kripilagaiiltt 
tlmigsiide st'< minglv e.om 
pi Kent tliat Ins batsmen 
vveiuld uipd*-*- white ver 
seon the \usti iliins < ould 
<isse*rnl>le 

lilt Induii howling was 
up to the milk witliKipiI 
and Sin Mi mt't Hiding 
1 he in hision < f the olf 
foriii Siv irouikii hn in 
lumen I vv e ijiiite uiiex 
(leeted Hut a uoithvvliiie 
I isk in view of t he 
M L (i s long boundaries 
Mtlioiigh S|\a was 
brought on soon liter two 
lieavv shmeis when the 
ball w IS slilln iv the little 
legspiniiti tiowlid with 
bettit lontrol than at iii> 
tune on ihe loiii Hut In 
vva-) It 111*- most V iluible in 
the field his out landing 
lehn Venn nt lie ing tin iiiii 
nine out ol I > IV 1(1 Hoon 
who vitli '' looked at 
lot a big stole 

Dine eh met we it 
dro|>|nti iiid tin giound 
lieldine too w is not 'lie 
most lit It \ ( died inns 
ell sidle lid 11 Hush me 
ket)t Kitniiiu on tin ode 
line blit lit w I not ii is 
(' i It Kit III More 
a '(I 11 He lb III I in jiiili 
liv itt ki (it i|itit( sntn I 
I Iv stu wiin lii^ ( I •. Ill Ills 
di missal ot <»ug Kite hie 
Winn India Mt eiut on 
their teply then taiget ed 

* m n t^^Mi- 
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From five for 48, Australia recovered to beat India 
in Brisbane, Greg Manhews not out with 46 


Ibi in db ovt rs looke d 
eminently getlable 
Howevei the foundations 
to the Indian inniage were 
not t(Ki easily laid 'ii tin 
eliffiiult light at twilight 

Mortovei with the lull 
moving about in the dam)) 
nt'-s lelt bv the ram (. i iig 
McDeimott and Simon 
I)IVis who opined the 
atl lek as we'll as Hiuee 
Keid who eaine on lii t 
ehaiigi Wilt ,il their hostile 
be si 

'siikkaiiths flailing lial 
eould hiidlv nuke propel 
eonlKt and travaskai too 
h id moments ot giave anxi 
etv Hut igam luik step 
(nd m Sr ikkanth s mishits 
e anted tor tours and the 
IwJI ktpl missing the edge 


ot (»avaskars bit 

At f) got hoin 1 ■) 
overs SiikkaiUh was put 
out ot his agoriv i Iinuiiate d 
bv (> jvaskar s itlinlanee to 
yo loi I possible single 
Batting w is not vv is\ at 
least not uiit 1 the Austra 
lian bow It IS luiimt les 
igned to the inevitability of 
de It at fiut masters of the ir 
eiaft Gavaskai applying 
the prim iples ot 1 1 st 
mateh (day to his ddhiult 
task—and \marnath tinik 
India within lb luns ot thtu 
objettiye 

Bv the time Ktid had 
(.lavaskai edging a tiue 
beauty to Phillips Amar 
nath was in full cuntiol 
A/haruddin s yuungei, 
keener eye quickly put him 


into stnde and the remain- 
mg gap was comfortably 
bridged I 

Australia’s fir<yt defeat m 
the fomiwtition posed then* 
selectors with the problem 
of retaining or dropping 
Wayne Phillips, whose 
wicket keeping defiuenues 
are more acuttely felt by 
Australia lor his failure to 
make runs 

It the se'kctors have 
been patient with him it is 
beeaust they appreciate 
that they IhcmseUes 
fojtcd the wiekctkeepmg 
lolt on a brilliant attaekmg 
batsman ft is only lx (ause 
his wicket keeping lipst's 
have damaged his eorh 
deiue that Phillips has not 
bved up to his reputabon as 
batsman 

India v N. Zealand 

W Hll positions ui the 

Henson ind He'dges 
ubie wile not iltered by 
the Pi 1 Ih k g ot the f riangu 
lai lomiieUtion Austialia 
eonsolidited then position 
it the lop iiicl New Zealand 
lieiutlieiud then dial 
k tigi t< I lull 1 with a nan ow 
win III till lust o( two 
initilu III the VVeslern 
>1 ite 

\ k iture common to cv 
ety III tie Ii III the eutteiit 
(i)iii|)etition IS tint vxtoiy 
his gone to tilt side win 
imig the loss Jrieaihinst 
UK e the lucky I iptam has 
(xtt the opposition in Ihe 
loss iKtoi so pleased New 
Zi .ilancl s ' ki)jix 1 It re my 
(.one \ w ho li id so far lost 
every one ol them that he 
deputised Kuhaid Hadlee 
to (MI form the ritual m the 
mate h ig iinst India 
Hadlee lard the jinx and 
iske d India to bat on a pitch 
that was newly laid and 
whkli was '•o gietn and 
gi issy tint but foi the pit' 
seiKe ot the' sium()s and 
the eleases it would have 
be en diffu ult to tell it apart 
fiom the oultield Moieen 
et It withheld a lot of 
riKiistuie tioni its piepara- 
ticm 



C(7S S'ix)R\ 



Jeremey Coney’s luck with the coin forced him to utilise Richard Hadlee instead 


Has piuh Wfis not palp motonsl \(.iitunng out on '■leidv tht ship i>»aiii Ht tail with tht leaduiR edge 

al)l\ t asii I wlu 11 Nt w A a an u v load willi b ild tvrcs had to pri ss on and nils to lob an easv catch on the 

land biltid diet lunch batting as sensibly sin^ a leg side dc flection in olf side* 

hd\ mg dismissed India lor a is the v did against \ustia the next ovci wa*-bowled ll was not the niobt 

me igu in well witliin ha at Mtlliourne in the pr< 1 here followed a vcoitli sensible shot to pla> but, 

the 11 oveis Innit But vious match Sunil Gay as while partnei ship liet ween with oveis runiung out, did 

wlieu New A aland de kar and Mohindei Amai Ashok Malhotra playing his Kapil liave a choice’' With 

need an adv.intam lioni nath tiKik the scoit to2Jin fust innings lor well over a his exit India had no potem 

winning the loss was in the 12lh over and then month and Riivi bhastn tial to pick up nionicntum 

knowing how many luns justifiably sought to Malliotias txcellent sense and the innings petered 

tliey wanted and being able aeeeleiate Ihe outcome of liming rose iboye the out 

to pace their inning'ac cor was the dismissal of Gay as problems posed by the New Zealand lost their 

duigly kar whose forcing on side pitch Ht stroked the twll opemrs in consecutive 

Inciia s mnings be gan dis shot was mistimed beeausc sweetly and the total cie pt oveis the tenth and 

astrously with the run out the ball moved oft the towaids the three figure deventh John Wright fall- 

of Siikkanth htfoit the seam niaik mg to an outstanding CMteh 

scoreboaid had moved it Both Australui and New ihe growing assurance at shoit inid wicket by 
came about iwt Irom mis Zealand have discoveied a ot the fitthwiekcl jhii Kapil l)e*v whose bad kitt*e 

judgement hut liom Snk weakness in Amarnaths prompted Conev to hung took some taiimg as he 

kanthsfailuie to anticipate on side technique in that back Hadlee His fust two landc cl on it to reach the 

conditions underfoot and he tends to play the ball overs appitc'd the brake bill one handed 

going out to bat tn shoes uppishiv in flicking off hts hut did no damage In his I lie sc successive blows 
wnth a synthetic sole rather legs A trap was laid and it iturd, however Malhotia wcu made light of by Mar 

than firmer gripping worked took the liberty of dnving tm Liowe*, who again bat 

spikes It IS infuriating With almost half their an the nst and got himself ted with awe inspiring au- 
when an experienced overs spent and the score caught at cover 1 lie next thonly With the youngster 
critketer ignores such no more than 5S, Azliarud bail Kapil L)ev tned to turn playing so well, the off 

basics Snkkmth was hke a dm had not the score to off his legs and made con form John Keid had to do 
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Time to relax when the big boys are batting. From left are Ra|u 
KulkarnI and Siva. KIran More Is prostrate 


little more than keep his 
end up and at the half-way 
mark of their innings New 
^aland were only 39 runs 
from their first win. 

They were not to com¬ 
plete it easily. New Zealand 
were required to run the 
gauntlet of a do-or-die 
eflfort by Kapil Dev. who 
had five overs of his quota 
left and who now returned 
to deliver them at one 
stretch, setting a full cor¬ 
don of slip fielders. 

Kapil, txiwling with fire, 
took a wicket in each of his 
first three overs, all his 
victims, Reid, Martin 
Crowe and Jeff Crowe, 
being caught in the slips. 
The younger Crowe, top 
scorer in the match with 
only 33, was quite magni¬ 
ficently held by Azharuddin 
diving low to his left. 

With the exit of Jeff 
Crowe, New Zealand were 


86 for five and it was a 
miracle that Jeremy Coney, 
who eventually steered his 
side home with 19 not out, 
survived the next over 
from Kapil Dev in wliich he 
time and again played and 
missed and also survived a 
vehement appeal for caught 
behind. 

I do not think New Zea¬ 
land could have withstood 
the loss of their gritty cap¬ 
tain at that stage. While 
Kapil Dev was wreaking 


such havoc, Ravi Shastri 
kept the other end firmly 
se^ed. When Kapil ran out 
of overs, Chetan Sharma 
replaced him and bowled as 
if determined to carry on 
Kapil Dev’s gallant effort. 

With 19 runs still 
wanted, he ripped one 
through the gap between 
Hadlee’s bat and pad and 
bowled him to raise hopes 
of an unlikely Indian win. 
He struck again four overs 
later but, by then New 


Kapil, bowling with fire, tocsk a wicket In 
each of his first thr^ overs, dll hls vjciims, 
Reid, MoriNn Crowe ond Jeff Crowe, being 
caught In the slips, Witfi tl’fe didf of Jeff 
Crowe, New ZeolorRj were ^fpi" five. 
Jeremy Coney survived file overiWnt 
KopHi Dev h v^ich he tirnednd 

plo^sd and missed . ; ' v 


Zealand were on the very 
threshold of winning. 

On the next day, Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand did 
battle on the same pitch. 
The temperature soared 
close to the 40 degrees 
mark, but the grassy sur¬ 
face was no easier for all 
that and scores were again 
low, althougji there was an 
innings of over 50 played on 
each side, by Jeif Crowe 
and Allan Border. 

Both matches provided 
exciting finishes, but these 
were not sufficient com¬ 
pensation for batsmen play« 
ing a very subservieiit r«rfe. 
Condemnation of the pitch 
was unanimous. Border, 
captain of Austrafia, who 
made the most profit from 
the two days at the 
W.A.C.A., decried it as 
unequivocally as the IixB- 
ans atkl the New Zeabn* 
ders. 






Ravi Shaatrl failed when he was needed most 


*liidia V Australia 

GAINST Australia, at 
Sydney, India suffered 
a defeat as heavy as any 
they sustained in the bad 
old days when they were 
regarded the rabbits of 
one-day cricket. 

Kapil Dev had previously 
joined the chorus of his 
fellow captains in their jus¬ 
tifiable complaint about the 
quality of the pitches. But 
when India did strike a 
good one, they were not 
able to exploit it and lost by 
the overwhelming margin 
of 100 runs. 

India’s third loss in five 
matches and their second 
in-a-row was accompanied 
by further, self-inflicted 
damage, irr that tliey wan¬ 
tonly decreased their over- 
aU scoring rate for the com¬ 
petition: which could 
adversely affect their pros¬ 
pects of qualifying for the 
finals. 

After Kapil Dev was 
fourth out, Sunil Gavaskar 
and Mohammed Azharud- 
din, who remained un¬ 
beaten. played only for sur¬ 
vival. adding just 34 runs 
from the last eleven overs. 
Either they did not know, 
or were not briefed, that in 
the event of two countries 
fininshing level in the table 
on points and number of 
wins, the tie-breaker is the 
faster scoring rate. Only 
two conclusions can be 
drawn from this situation. 
Either, team meetings are 
not conducted as thorough¬ 
ly as they should be or that, 
selfishness, which cost In¬ 
dia victory in the 1'est 
series, is being condoned. 
One way or another, lead¬ 
ership and management of 
the team are lacking in 
authority. 

'Fhis match, which high¬ 
lighted all of India’s weak¬ 
nesses—the sliallowness of 
their bowling resources and 
the lack of athleticism in the 
field and in running be¬ 
tween the wickets—was 
played on the same pitch on 
which, a week earlier, Au¬ 


stralia and New Zealand 
had lought out a low- 
scoring match. 

After a week of further 
preparation and closer 
mowing ol the grass: it was 
a loveh’ surface to bat on, 
certainly good enough tor 
Kapil to have considered 
batting first in natural light 
on a warm sunny day. But 
he slavishly foliowed the 
dictates of history and put 
Australia in. 

l•'ro^l the first ball, a 
half-volley from Kapil Dev 
which Geoff Marsh crashed 
through the covers for 
four. Australi,! were gaining 
ascendancv w'hich India 
could not contain. 'Fhe .Au¬ 
stralians had decied to 
crush India under the 
weight of a score and 
they were quite relentless 


in the execution of their 
jilan. 

The easy pace of the 
pitch and its true bounce 
called for a high degreeof 
aci’iiracy in the Ijowling 
which only Mohinder 
Arnnmath and Ka\i Shastri 
could pfovide. 'I'he rest of 
the bowling was scattered 
by the Austnilian openers. 
Marsh and Ikivid Boon, 
who put on liiv at almost 
five runs an over, wall 
Marsh scoring the tirsl cen¬ 
tury of the scries. 

This stand, of near u*- 
corti proportions, was lol- 
lowed by another giganiu 
partnership between 
Marsh, who was voted 
Man of the Match, and 
Allan Border. The bound¬ 
aries being well policed, 
fours did not abound, but 


the batsmen, particularly ' 
Bordeir, improvised with i 
imagination and ran daring- | 
ly between tte wickets. 

In fact, the running be- j 
tween the wickets was 
overadventurous and dur¬ 
ing these two large part¬ 
nerships, there could have 
been at least three run 
outs. But India frittered 
away their chances fixim 
slovenly picking up or way¬ 
ward returns. 

India’s chase of the huge 
Australian total of 292 was 
effectively ended when 
Srikkanth was out for 20 in 
the sbdh over. The asking 
rate kept going up and up 
with every over as Mohin- j 
der Aniamath dawdled for 
15 overs getting 16 fi'om 54 
balls. 

But criticism of lack of 
initiative on the part of the 
batsmen must not conceal 
the fact that the Austra¬ 
lians. particularly Simon 
Davis and Bruce Keid, 
bowled admirably. Davis’ 
performance was the grea¬ 
ter for the fact that his 
father had died on the pre¬ 
vious day. He wore a black 
armband as a badge of liis 
grief. 

As for Reid, he has 
looked a better bowler with 
each match. He is now able 
to bring the ball in, which 
he hardly seemed to do 
during the Test matches 
and having gathered confi¬ 
dence, ran in much more 
purposefully. 

With the Indian batsmen 
.so ii'strictcd, Border was 
free to give Greg Matth¬ 
ews. his only spinner, an 
extended bowl for the first 
time. Spinning the ball 
appreciably, which Shastri 
had not seemed to be able 
to do in the Australian in¬ 
nings. Matthews too 
looked so effective in bot- 
tl-ng up the runs. 

The lesson learnt from 
this match was that unless 
Srikkanth comes off or 
Kapil Dev bowls at his 
best. India are not the one- 
day force we believed. 





up and down Kangarooland 

^iJkhil Bhattad^a drags his lens and luggage to the 
‘pyjama tamasha’ in Australia 






Richard Hadlee had to hand it to Kapil Dev for pulling off the win (top left). Hie quickflre 22 (top right) waa to little 
avail aa were his 10 overs for 42. In the lower right picture, Hadlee congratuiatea Edgar (virith cap) on a dlamla^ 





















Bruce Edgar manages to get one past a diving Gavaskar at slip 
...But finds the end of the road in Kirmani 
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Craig McDermott (left) and Greg Matthews strifes > 
characteristic pose after adding 37 runs and winning the match 
by four wickets for Australia. And after ^he winning-■ 
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Allan Border chances his arm during a short Innings of 16 in 
Brisbane. Steve Waugh (2/46) mates an effort to coniure the unexpected 

After scoring 16, Kapil Dev was run out by a throw from Allan Border at mid on (left) 












Allan Border Is bowled first ball I Roger Binny (right) finds 
himself the centre of unexpe^ed attention 



Sunil Qavaakar gats out of way of a Simon Davis filer. “What do 
I do to get him?*’^ he wonders (right) 









Waugh avantually scorad an unbeatan 73 much to Mora's alarm 
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Mean machine 

THE West Indies fast 
bowling department, force 
many batsmen to do things 
not done before. England 
are to tour the islands and 
their preparations are thor¬ 
ough. The Englishmen will 
be taking their own bowling 
machine to the Caribbean in 
a bid to counter the famed 
West Indies pace battery 
on the forthcoming tour. 
The machine can deliver 
balls at speeds of up to 90 
miles (144 km) an hour. 

The idea is to give the 
England batsmen who set 
off on the tour on January 
25 a chance to practise 
against the pace and varia¬ 
tions they meet in the 
West Indies. 

England used a bowling 
machine during their tour of 
Austraha in 1983-84 and 
found that it enabled them 
to acclimatise quickly to 
local conditions. 

Over and out? 

IS Prakash Fadukone 
over the hill? Perhaps the 
answer lies in the news that 
the Indian badmmton ace is 
not keen on staying per¬ 
manently in Denmark and is 
likely to return home for 
good at die end of this 
year. 

A member of Padukone’s 
bimily said that Prakash 
would complete his six 
years as a licensed player in 
Copenhagen in Decen^r. 

He has recovered from 
the knee trouble which had 
farced him to withdraw 
from the Kuala Lumpur 


relative addM. 

Also, there was a recent 
addition to the Padukone 
family last month—Prakash 
and fas wife had a daughter. 

Knee break 

INDIAN cricket captain 
Kapil Dev intends pulling 
out of the Asia Cup and the 
Australasia Cup next April 
according to the /frndu’s 
cricket correspondent. 

Kapil IS convmced that the 
only way to rest fas doubt¬ 
ful right knee, on which he 
has been placing a lot of 
stress in Australia, lies in 
taking a break from the 
game. ITie skipper believes 
the tour of England this 
summer is far more impor¬ 


tant and that he should 
preserve himself by keep¬ 
ing away from the stre¬ 
nuous limited-over cham¬ 
pionships. 

It is dso becoming appa¬ 
rent that the Indian team is 
bemg pressurised mto play¬ 
ing in Sharjah where the 
Australasia Cup will be 
held. India were ongmally 
not playing the tournament 
but the plans have been 
changed. 

Priorities 

DICKY RUTNAGAR 
wnting for The Telegtaph 
reports that the Australian 
Cricket Board is seriously 
considering day-night Test 
matches Frequent stop¬ 
pages for bad light during 
Test matches in what has 
been a poor summer ha.s 
forced the ACB to consider 
using floixliights in future 
Tests in Sv^ey and Mel¬ 
bourne. 

'Fhe suggestion came 
under discussion at the 



It look! nothim fllw Jo«l Garner or Malcolm 
Marshall but H will prove Just as fearsome to the 
English cricketers on thbir tour of West indies. This 
Is Bola the bowling machine 


ACB’s executive commit¬ 
tee meeting. Kit finds 
favour, a proposal will be 
put to the annual meeting of 
the International Cricket 
Conference at Lord's in 
June. 

The Australian proposal 
will not be met wi^ ready 
acceptance internationally 
because floodlight is not 
effective m conditions of 
semi-darkness and pro¬ 
vides best vision only in 
total darkness. This prob¬ 
lem IS bemg faced m the 
present day and night onef 
day games. 

uie other related prob¬ 
lem will be the colour of tiie 
ball. The rest of the Test- 
playing countnes would not 
be agreeable to using a 
white ball for part of the 
match, mainly because a 
temporary change would be 
unfair. 

Australia’s current low 
fortunes m I'est cricket 
have urged their Board to 
step up the developmedt of 
their youth encket. Spon- 
' sorsfap has been found to 
host a tour by an under'19 
team from India which will 
3 I^y ten matches includmg 
I three four-dav interna¬ 
tionals. 

Darker side 

THE Pans-Dakar car ral¬ 
ly has given rise to uncon¬ 
trolled moral outrage The 
death m a hebcopter crash 
of Thierry Sabme, the 
organise! of the rally and of 
four others as they fol¬ 
lowed the participating cars 
has created a fiiiore in 
France. 

When super cars, sym¬ 
bols of the most advanced 
technology backed by 
“sumptuous expense” and 
hordes of mediamen, whiz 
gratuitously through poor, 
malnourished countries, in 
the gnp of famine and want, 
thev raise moial questams 

I he IS.OUOkm 22-day 
high nsk race begins 
in Frame and crosses 
41gena, Niger, Mab, 
Mauratania and Guinea, be¬ 
fore reaching Dakar 







Deiby on the rails 


. I* \/ES, they will refund the money 
T I bet on Tug Of War. They 
, Delight return my entrance fee. But 
what about my taxi fare? What about 
the three rupees I spent on buying the 
d^'s race bcwk? W^t about the fact 
that I have taken leave without pay?” 
Hamid Bhai was one of the many 
thousand racing enthusiasts at the 
ill-hited Calcutta Derby, but he cer¬ 
tainly was not the most disappointed 
punter at the course on the second 
Saturday in January. There were 
some who had flown in from other 
cities; still others who had even plan¬ 
ned their annual visits to Calcutta, 
keeping in mind the magnitude of the 
occasion. 

They were all there. The novice, 
shoes polished, hair in place. The 
expert, homework done, strategy 
perfected. Preliminary pleasantries 
exchanged, the former was ready for 
the biggest social oudng of the year. 
The latter, on the other hand, was set 
to get down to the game seriously. 
Very seriously. Or so he thought. 

The moment of truth drew nearer. 
Who would win the Derby, the blue 
riband of the Calcutta turf, which 
carried as prize money a sum of Rs 
2,42,550? Would it be the fancied Tug 
Of War or would Far ^d Above live 


up to its name? Tinw no doubt would 
tell, but nobody spedfied when. Even 
while pundits Contemplated last mi¬ 
nute variables, the officials of the 
Royal Calcutta Turf ChA (RCTC) had 
their hands full. Their problem howev¬ 
er, was of a more serious nature. 
Would the Derby be run at dl? 

By 12.45 pm it was apparent that all 
was not well. Doubts surfaced, only to 
be quelled by the knowledge that 
never in the history of Calcutta racing 
had the Derby been called off because 
of a lightning strike by the syces. Yes, 
they lad furrowed Ae brows of the 
authorities on previous occasions, but 
events had never been cancelled as a 
result. "This time, however, things 
took a different turn. 

In the week preceding Derby Day, 
there had been a whisper that the 
day’s card would ultimately be scrub¬ 
bed, but in the light of history, this had 
not seemed possible. Despite the 
optimism of the racing public, there 
was no den^g the fact that there had 
been periodic rumbling in the adminis¬ 
trative background. October 1985 had 
witnessed the end of a two and a half 
month strike by the trainers’ em¬ 
ployees, namely, the syces. If at the 
time punters thought that racing 
would continue uninterrupted because 


of a signed a^^eement, they were 
wro^. 

First and foremost they had forgot¬ 
ten that they were de^g with a 
labour problem in Bengal. Sure 
enough, two and a half monAs after an 
agreement had been signed, things 
were back to square one. 

As a result of the 1985 strike, she 
syces had been disqualified and forbid- 
6en from entering the stable complex 
as it was felt that they were the cause 
of the trouble. The remaining syces 
then decided that unless the six were 
taken back with immediate effe^ 
they would go on strike once again. 
The agreement that had been signqd 
just over two months previously, now 
meant precious little. 

The stewards of the Turf Club had 
contributed further to the complication 
of matters. TTiey were taking their 
own time about cemsidering the appeal 
of the six disqualified persons who had 
applied to have their case reconsi¬ 
dered. Instead of looking into the 
problem immediately and giving it first 
priority, they chose instead to keep 
the decision pending. They were 
possibly of the opinion that by inten¬ 
tionally leaving things open, the storm 
•would be weathered. How wrong they 
were would soon be apparrent. 



CMcutta Raoa Coutm 







As the matter is stili oi court, the 
syces would have been well advised to 
demand that a reasonable time limit be 
installed, whereby the stewards would 
have had to deade whether they 
would take the six ^squalified persons 
l^k or not. Instead, the syces de¬ 
cided to find their own solubon to the 
problem and on New Year’s Day this 
year, more than fifteen thousand peo¬ 
ple held theu- breath as the syces 
brought the horses to the course 
behmd schedule. Though the races 
fin^y did get under way, they did so 
well behmd schedule. The threats had 
started. The pressure was oa The 
authorities were informed that unless 
the SK dsquaiified syces were rem- 
stated, racing m Calcutta would come 
to a gnndu^ halt Yet the syces 
allowed the racing on New Year’s Day 
to contmue uninterrupted. Tlie possi¬ 
ble reason for this is that they are paid 
on the sixth of every month, hence 
had they not worked on 1 January, 
they would certainly not have been 
paid their salary for December. 
Moreover, the mtention seemed to be 
to cause a major embarrassment on 
Derby Day. 

The big day amved and the test of 
nerves had begun A meie half hour 
before the start of the first lace the 
RCTC Racmg Manager and Secretary 
rushed across to the stable^ to meet 
representabves of the National Uiuoti 
of Racehorse Employees of India At 
approximately 1.30 pm. a special offic¬ 
er appointed by the court had 






s' ? 
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The only ho* see o view 
were those belongfr to tl*e 
mounted poll 

apparently co!ivm<ed the 'nio load 
ers to sign an agreemei t v ti tin 
authorities wluch would tnsnt dial 
racmg would go ahead as nm'd 
However, speakii^ to < of M'e 
tramers who clmmed to jc been 
present during the iieg .atio 1 
learnt that the minute it was 
announced that the remstatement of 
the six disqualified syces would be 


considered m court the followmg Mon 
day, all hell tooke loose. From that 
pomt on. It was obvious that no 
amount of negotiating would solve the 
immediate problem. 

As lacegoers milled around the 
course, ignorant of what was happen¬ 
ing, then' were two announcements 
that the start of the day’s events 
would be delayed. Not till later in the 
aft moon was the crowd told that the 
ra js scheduled for the day had oi- 

ad been cancelled, this was the 
Ciise, why was the announcement 
about the cancellabon not made onr- 
Ih I, thereby saving the patiait crowd 
il ' agony of havmg to wait indefinite* 
h' 'The reason given was that the 
spinal officer would issue such 
oroer only when the syces walked oiit 
ot the negotiations. Chily when the 
officer was convmced that the atm* 
ta I could not be resolved did he 
fiiullj issue the order to cancel the 
rdics for the day. 

1liis histone announcement was 
m<<d< at 2.45 that afternoon. Would 
th< (rowd go beserk? Many felt they 
had good reason to, but better sense 
prevailed. Sad and shocked, slowiy, 
very slowly, they began to wind thw 
way home. 

Kdv.mg m Calcutta continues bn- 
abated. Wdl the 1986 Calcutta Derby 
be nm after ali^ Your guess is as good 
as mme But if and when it is run, HI 
be there. I’m sure so wM every¬ 
body else. Even Hanud Bhai. 




For the bookies It wee e rest day 



Battered and shell-shocked 

( SHOULD have known it rent matter altogether. A to do with the Nehru Cup more desolate note. Never 
would be difficult to find whole new ball rame, so to anyway? before has such a sense of 

out the latest cricket speak. Here in Trivandrum Seldom has the All India futility gripped all and sun- 

scores. Only an hour ago over the last few weeks Football Federation been dry on the Veiy first day of 

niy eyes were glued to a Diego Maradona has been able to attract genuine star riiis international touma- 

television screen, watching locked in a keen publicity sides comprising even the ment. 

Kapil Ltev and his gang war with none other than most obscure World Cup- India’s 6-0 defeat (no, it 
performing their heroics in Pope John Paul II. pers. Not that Kerala's soc- wasn’t tennis) cast a sud- 

Australia. 1 was then in The papal visit, sche- cer devotees have ever den, devastating pall of 
Madras, about to set out on duled for the second week needed the excuse of gla- gloom. And how ironic it all 

the second phase of my of February is anxiously mour sides to be drawn seemed when at the hotel ■ 

journey to Trivandrum, anticipated by the sizeable towards football. Soccer to this writer recalled a con- 

Wben I arrived here 1 real- Christian population here, them is always attractive; a versation witii a garrulous 

ised I would have to wait In this light, therefore, major touring side would be P.K. Banerjee, coach of 

for the next day’s paper to there is no reason to be but a welcome bonus. You the Indian team, a few 

discover whether India had surprised by the huge por- do not need to invite these hours before the matck 

won or not. I am not too traits of the Pope that people to a soccer match. PK had been in a rare 

sure how large or commit- adorn most local road in- They’ll be there anyway, mood, uncharacteristic of 

ted a following cricket has tersections. What was real- just for the sake of watch- him on a day when his boys 

in this state. Indeed, if ly astonishing was the fact ing the game. faced a major challenge, bi 

there is a following, it cer- that pictures of Maradona But there is always a an unguarded moment of 

tainly does not show. decorated the Nehru Gold limit to things. Never in the pride and arrogance, PK 
But if soccer is your cup Cup publicity posters, past has a Nehru Cup claimed that no team under 
of tea, well then it’s a diffe- Maradona? What has he got tournament started on a his wing would ever have 



By •vwlnfl It wm all ovar. PK was a shattarad man 









Report 


^needed six goals to the 
likes of die Bo^um XI, the 
sensational Gennans who 
set the nation’s soccer 
pulse racing earlier this 
month. "And where are all 
those people vdio bought a 
cofBn for Indian football at 
Cochin last year?” He had 
yelled, “Let them see its 
rebirth this evening." 

By evening it was all 
over. PK was a shattered 


B eing associated with 
Indian soccer is an ex¬ 
tremely risky proposition; 
something like working in a 
boobytrapped room by tte 
light of a pocket torch. You 
never know when you are 
going to be caught on the 
wrong foot. No advice, 
suggestions, or criticism 
could possibly make sense 
against the background of 
inconsistent and unpredict¬ 
able performances by the 
Indians. 

Strident criticism was 
once levelled against the 
AIFF for persisting with 
established stats in interna¬ 
tional tournaments instead 
of giving young, second 
string players the sort of 
exposure they needed in a 
hi^er class of soccer; a 
theory that did not find 
favour with P.K. Banerjee 
or whoever else was then 
at the helm. Of late, 
thou^, there has been a 
definite shift of emphasis. 
Since the camps for the 
Asiad were launched by the 
chief coach m September 
last year, the younger 
group has always stood a 
better chance of breaking 
through to the national 
squad. New faces entered 
the Bmelight; new names 
made frequent headlines. 
Two prime examples are 
Benny Francis and Mastan 
Ahm^, both virtually un¬ 
heard of til] India’s success 
in the recent SAF Games. 

And then came the 6-0 
defeat The champions of 
the youth cause retreated, 
keying a low profile. On 



PleturM Of Maraclona(l) doooratod tho 
piMielty pootora 


Utis occasion the absence of 
the stars—the largest con¬ 
stellation of which currently 
shines for East Bengal— 
was rued. 

After the defeat, PK was 
reflective. "The Russian 
rout came just when 1 was 
gaining confidence in my 
younger players. No doubt 
I was a little worried about 
not having some of the best 
players in the country. 
Tarun Dey, the chief 
source of strength in any 
defence and Aloke Mukher- 
jee, a most versatile defen¬ 
der, were not with us, let 
alone the other depart'- 
raents where we couk) 
have had far more accom¬ 
plished players than we had. 
in the camp. It certainly is a 
good idea to try new foces 
tf one is to thirdc of the 
future. How hard these 
boys worked, month after 
month. It was extremely 
unfortunate that they suf¬ 
fered such a shock. Now 
I’ve no reason to hope." 

Yet, even in his hour of 
trial, it was heartening to 
note that PK had more 
friends around him than 
foes. In the conspiratorial 
world of the AIFF, this was 
a rare gesture, one which 
should have helped the 
^coach recover his confi- 
..dence. It was clear that 
even in the event of a move 
to nullify PK’s efforts; the 
AIFF will stand by the 
coach in the pursuit of his 
goal. 

But the gloom that en¬ 
veloped the Indian camp 
was hard to combat. For 
the oldtimers like Prasanta 
Banerjee or Parminder 
Sin^, it was clear that they 
were at a dead end; to 
those whose careers had 
seemed just about to take 
off, it was a numlang shock. 
And worst of all, a deep 
sense of fhistration ^pp^ 
even the ever-optimistic 
PK, leader of a defeated 
army whose labours had 
been reduced to naught in a 
ninety minute massacre. 
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UKOPEAN Soccer 


England for Wales 


Lawrie McMeneny 


M uch as I admire Brian Clough, I 
wouldn’t like to see him succeed 
^ lifike England as manager of Wales. 
L: To me England, whose contract 
expires during the summer, has done 
A an excellent job considering the critic- 
i al finandal problems experienced by 
: his FA. There is a thin line between 
' success and Mure. I find it quite 
disturbing to think that but for that 
hotly-disputed Da^e Cooper penalty 
near the end of Wales’s crucial World 
Cup tie against Scotland (which put 
the Welsh out of the competition), 
England would now be as secure as 
any manager. As it is, his job will now 
berome a part-time post...and some 
Welsh Fa officials have made no 
secret of the fiict that they want Brian 
I Clou^ to fill it 

IM Brian would make an excellent 
mtemational team manager. He is a 
master at bringing the best out of 
pbycrsi But I don’t think that even he 
coad have moduced a more effective 
Wdah team than EngMd has. 

Hbt only ttus. I find it very hard to 
iinapie an &i|^8hman being in charge 
of a Welsh national team, even though 
Mike Smith was once in that position. 

At Football League level, I have 
kmg felt that there are some dobs 
who badly need managers with m 
hitimate knowledge of the towns or 
cities in which they are located and, 

^ more spedficMy, the characteristics 
dt their inhabitants. 


That is definitely true of Newcastle 
and Sunderland. Oi^ the pros who 
have been bom in tois part of En^^, 
or worked here, can fully appreciate 
what the game means to the general 
public in the north-east, and wlut they 
expect from their teams. 

As far international football is con¬ 
cerned, the same appbes to the Welsh 
and Scottish teams, both of whom 
function in the most nationalistic en- 
rironments. 

■ Thfd’s why there didn't seem much 
point m Brian Ckm^ recently insist- 
mg—in a newspaper artide—that he 
would junqi at the chance of beit^ 
Scotland’s manager, or assisting their 
ivesmit boss Alex Ferguson, h's im- 
^s&de to visualise the Scots ever 
taking him ig> on the oBer! 

,It’s every mraager^s dream to take 


EL. 


charge of his national team, and I 
know that Brian has always been a bit 
frustrated at never having been given 
the chance to run the En^and side. 

Just how much this means to him 
was emphasised to me when he, 
Bobby Robson and myself, were iii- 
teviewed for the job at the F. A. 
headquarters in London, after Joe 
Mercer's spell as caretaker-manager. 
In those days, Brian was liable to turn 
up for important meetings in his track 
suit—he has never been one for 
convention—^ut on this occasion he 
was immaculately dressed in collar 
and tie! 

The F. a. of course, eventually 
decided to appoint Ron Green¬ 
wood...and with respect to Bobby and 
Brian, I think that the best decision 
they could have made at the time. It 
needed someone like Ron to steady 



Karry Dtxon: OpImtunM 


the England boat, following the 
trauma of Don Revie’s departure to 
the United Arab Emirates, and I feel 
he did that exceptionally well. 

In retrospect, I doubt whether the 
more forceM style of management of 
Brian, Bobby and myself would have 
been as effective as Greenwood’s 
approach in that situation. 

I also consider that the rij^t man 
got the job when Bobby was a^inted 
to succeed Greenwood after the 1982 
World Cup. 

ITiere have been disappointments 
during Bobby’s reign like England’s 
Mure to qualify for the 1984 Euro¬ 
pean Championship finals—but gener¬ 
ally 1 cannot help but applaud the 
progress he has made in terms of 
producing a team to do well in the 
Mexico World Cup. The present XI 
are quite capable of getting to the 
quarter finals a^in, or the semi finals, 
^ that would be a considerable 
achievement in view of the difficult 
conditions in which the matches will 
be played. 

Make no mistake... none of the 
countries who have clinched a Mexico 
place will relish being grouped with 
Errand. 

'Die presence of England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland in the World Cup 
finals is a marvellous boost to the 
image of English football, and the First 
Division in particular. It’s a pity that 
Wales and the Republic of Ireland 
have not got there as well because I 
am convinced that both would have 

S ven a good account of themselves in 
exico. 

The Republic, of course, are also 
thinking of ai^inting an Enj^sh man¬ 
ager. The difference between them 
and Wales, thou^, is that it wiO be a 
full-time post and, through the money 
raised by a national lottery, they will 
be payi^ the successful canffidate 
something like six times as mudi as 
Mike En^and or his successor wfll be 
getting! 

En^and has already intimated that 
he would be prepved to carry (»i for 
half of his existing salary (around 
£10,000), which shows the depth of 
^ feel^ towards Ids country. 

That, in ttsetf, is a good reason for 
keejxng him in the joo. 
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Paul Walah: Ready to break Into ttie England taam 


KI ONE of the youngsters hoping to 
I Mbreak into the Enj^d squad for 
the World Cup finals can have a better 
chance than Paul Walsh. 

Indeed, in view of his recent fonn it 
will be surprising to say the least if the 
23-year-old Liverpool striker isn't in¬ 
cluded in the squad for the match in 
Egypt this we^. 

Walsh has long been redded as 
one of Britain’s most exciting young 
footballers. It is no secret, though, 
that Bobby Robson has had reserva¬ 
tions about Walsh’s attitude.. .and I 
must admit that I have shared Bobby’s 
misgivings. 

V^en footballers attract a lot of 
attenton at an early stage of their 
careers, there is a tendency for them 
to take too much for granted. While 
they might not appreciate it at the 
time, they need strong handling. 

That’s why I admire managers sudi 
as Nottingham Forest’s Brian Clough 
and Watford’s Graham Taylor, two 
strong-willed men who don’t stand any 
nonsense from anyone. 

And that’s why 1 applaud Bobby 
Robson’s decision to cold shoulder 
Walsh since the latter pulled out of the 
England Under-21 squad—at the time 
of his £400,000 transfer from Luton to 
Liverpool in May 1984—on the 
grounds that he wasn’t in the right 
frame of mind. 

In fairness the Walsh, he does seem 
to have matured...and 1 think he 
deserves another England chance. 

Walsh had only made three previous 
England appearances—on the 1984 
close-season tour of Australia—and 
definitely suffered through not having 
a more accomplished international 
alongside him. 

It was every man for himself once 
France had gone ahead, and to a great 
extent, Walsh and Brian Stein had to 
fend for themselves. There is no 
doubt that he has tremendous talent. 
The fret that he is keeping Dalglish 
out of Liverpool’s team speaks for 
itself! 

I hke his positive attitude—^he is 
never afraid to try a shot—and the 
way he uses his pace, sharpness and 
tight ball control to turn opposing 
defenders. When he was at Luton, I 
felt that he was inclined to hold the ball 
too loi%, fftus allowing defenders to 
drect 1^ into blind aUeys. It is 
Bievitable that he should have im¬ 
proved this aspect of his game at 
uv«pool because they have always 
put tte emphasis on one and two- 
touch football. In the footbali sense. 


their motto is; Simplicity. 

At this sta^, Everton’s Gary 
Lineker and Chelsea’s Kerry Dixon 
must be at the top of the list of 
contenders for the England central 
strikers’ roles. If they maintain their 
present success, it w^ be virtually 
impossible for Bobby Robson to leave 
them out of the side in Mexico. 

As for Dixon, I was interested to 
read the comments of Sir Alf Raunsey. 
In a national newspaper Sir Alf said 
that he didn’t think Dixon was good 
enou^ to play for England in Mexico. 
“He lacks mobility and his frrst touch 
lets him down,” Sir Alf explamed. 


I take the point. In the Mexico 
conditions, it will be important for 
players to conserve their energy 
through retaining possession of the bal 
for long periods. 

Dixon’s control isn’t outstanding, 
but it’s not bad for a big man and I 
carft help wondering whethw Sir Alf 
just happened to see him on a bad day. 
Not only this, (me cannot ignore his 
excellent scoring record. 

If anyone criticised him, he’d just . 
say: “Imokat the number of gtw I ” ' 
score.” Kerry Ehxon shodld te 
in the same way. 
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A LL roads lead to Mex- 
/Aicofor (me of the 
greatest sporting event- 
s;tlie World Cup Soccer. 
Tte draw has been made 
and the teams now know 
their first round fate. 

World Cup hol(lers Italy 
win play Bulgeria in the 
opening match on May 31 
in the nstadio Azteca in 
Mexico city. The doubtful 
privilege of playing the 
opening match always fell 
to the hosts until 1974 
when the holders were 
handed the most utmnm- 
able game in the finals. 

But there was much con¬ 
fusion over the draw. Play¬ 
ers, officials and media all 
aneed that Group E with 
West Germany, Uruguay, 
Scotland and Denmark, 
was the toughest and that 
Emdand got off quite iight- 
also did hosts 
Mexico. 

But Mexico’s Yug()slav 
b(»s Bora Mdtutinovic re¬ 
futed suggestionsthat his 
team had been given an 
easy (flaw. 

"Paraguay are one of the 
best teams m South Amer¬ 
ica. Belgium are a very 
competitive side and the 
problem with Iraq is that no 
one really knows enough 
about them, ” said Bora. 


But the truth is that his 
first sentence is far from 
the truth. His second ob¬ 
vious, as all teams that 
have made it to Mexico are 
bound to be competitive. 
His third is more than over¬ 
done. 


Mexico do have any easy 
draw. So much so that Iraq 
feel it is no longer impossi¬ 
ble for ttem to reach the 
seccmd round. 


ONE issue remained 
confused. According to 
World Soccer, all the early 
repcffts coming out of Mex¬ 
ico, and fixture schedules 
srat around the world by 
intematxmal agencies, 
failed to note venue switch¬ 
es affectum group D and F. 

Although^ dw jBOup D 
gmnes are sj^ipr Giuidala- 


The Draw ^ h 

Group A (venue: Puebla apd 

Italy, Bulgaria, Argeatiiu, 

Group B (Mexico CiK aiid Tolppa) s 

Mexico, Bekium, Paraguay, i 

Group C (Leon and Irapuat) , , • 

France, Canada, Soutet ,lJflion,liungii^’ 
Gnrap D ittU(Guadatajara) ■ . ^ 

Brazil, Spain, Algeria, Northern Ireland 
Group E (Quereiaro and Neza) 

West Germany, Uruguay, Scotland, 
nmark 

Group F (Monterrey) 

Poland, Morocco, Portugal, England 

Top two in each group plus four best third-placed 
teams will go throu^ to the last 16 


jara’s two sadia, the June 
12 fixture between Spain 
and Algeria will be staged in 
the Technologico staefium 
up in Monterrey, the venue 
of group F. So, the group F 
June 11 match between 
Morocco and Portugal is 
being sent to Guadalajara. 

"The reason for these 
.apparently unnecessary 


and financially wasteful ex¬ 
cursions", writes Peter 
Chapman, “is to prevent a 
repetition of the West Ger¬ 
many V Austria fix which 
scarred the game’s image 
in Spain in 1982. So FIFA 
has decided that the last 
pair of matches in each 
group must be played 
sunultaneously.” 



Top FIFA officialu announeu thu MudMf tuamt lor 
Ihu Maxioo WorM Cup 


Another thing to note is 
that this time there is no 
round-r()bin second round. 
It’s direct elimination 
knock-out once the first 
round groups are com¬ 
pleted. This should certain¬ 
ly step up the dramatic 
content. 

THERE still are areas of 
doubt with regard to Mex¬ 
ico’s stagfr^ preperations, 
especially in tiie area of 
communication. Prepera¬ 
tions to beam the games to 
the outside world have long 
since been lagging behind 
and the earthquakes which 
sliced Mexico city recently 
have only complicated the 
situation further. This is 
bad news for the 5,000 
mediamen expected in May 
and June. Latest reports 
say that “international tele- 
plmne lines are being res¬ 
tored gradually. ’’ but the 
feeling among the media- 
men presently in Mexico is 
that the authorities will 
have to do a lot more to get 
things back to normal. 

For those thousands of 
fanatics willbg to make the 
trip to Mexico, there is an 
assurance by tourism offi¬ 
cials that they will have no 
difficulties in finding accom¬ 
modation, especially if they 
come on the tour packages. 
Those who just turn up 
might however have prob¬ 
lems. In Mexico city itself 
80 of the 180 hotels allotted 
for the use of visitors were 
either damaged or des¬ 
troyed by theearthquakes. 

And finally no promises 
can be made about the 
likelihood of further earth¬ 
quakes. Perhaps the best 
Idea would be to watch the 
proceedings from your 
drawing room armchair. 

Here are the latest bet¬ 
ting odds: Brazfl 5-2; 
Argentina 11-4: Uruguay 8- 
1; Mexico 10-1; Italy and 
France 10-1; Denmark 14- 
1; EneJand, Soviet Union 
ami Belgium all 25-1; Scot¬ 
land 66-1; Northern Ireland 
150-1. 
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I want people to know, through my 
autobiography, what I have gone 
through—the setbacks and humiliations. 
They couldn't digest me going up. 
Jealousy, you see. But I'm like 
wine-getting better and better over the 
years. 

Indian wlcketke^r Syad KIrmanI In the 
Express Magazine 

I have all the qualifications needed. In fact. 
I'm more English than Allan Lamb 

Nottinghamshire and South African 
cricket captain Clive Rice on his desire 
to play Test cricket for England 

He's more than just a sports page person. 
He's front page personality 

Bjorn Borg about John McEnroe 

I owe It to myself to be the best I can be. 
The idea of sport is to try to be the best you 
possibly can 

John McEnroe 

I went out of my way and did extra things 
to try and catch up with him Now it's his 
turn to do extra things and see if he can 
catch up to me. 

Ivan Lendl on John McEnroe 

Australia (the cricket team) plays like an 
accident waiting for somewhere to happen 

Terry Brindle in The Australian 

As a lad of 161 had a great ambition to play 
senior cricket in my country town, but the 
nearest I could get to the firsts was as 
scorer. That presented no problem 
because my best subject at school was 
mathematics and I could always add up 
faster than any of our batsman could score 

Sir Donald Bradman breaking a decade 
of silence to the press. He later went on 
to score faster than many could add 

I have retired, but I seem to be just as busy 

Jockey Lester Piggott on his farewell 
riding tour of the world 

It's absurd, It is hard to believe that Brazil, 
of all people, will arrive in Mexico without 
proper training. But that is my fear 

Pete on Brazil’s preparations for the 
Mexico World Cup 



Latler Piggott 


This IS the last game in the qualifying 
section and we're not going to 
accommodate yellow cards any more...We 
will try to intimidate, the same way as 
anyone else in this kind of game 

Frank Arok, Australian footbali coach to 
his players, before his team met 
Scotland In their World Cup qualifying 
play-off 

We have done very well. We played better 
than Australia. We did everything but win 
and I would like people back home to 
realise this 



Syad Kiimani 


Kapil Dev In India Today, telling us 
something we didn’t already know 

All cricketers, according to one school of 
thought, are flannelled fools, but these in 
addition are faceless. It is all a far cry from 
the days when Australia sent real 
cricketers, men whose names were 
household words... 



Ivan Lendl 



John McEnroe 



Men Sordar 


South African journalist John Scott in 
the South African Cricketer. The 
magazine was banned from being sold 
at the stadia where the visiting 
Australians played because the visitors 
took offence to the article 

I must have been at a different game to the 
one he (Kapil Dev) was at 

Umpire Dick French 

From seven in the morning till midnight 
these days, there's hardly a slot left when 
someone isn’t thumping the ball over the 
nets Why. if we kept the courts open the 
whole night through they would have been 
booked out 

Indoor court operator in West Germany 
on the Becker-mania 

The defiant that neither Australia nor the 
world can beat 

Marcus Williams about Sunil Gavaskar 
in The Times 

I don't know why we tend to become more 
aggresstve against them, but it happens 
every time we play the Indians 

Allan Border 

Are the Indians really appealing? 

Banner on Australian cricket ground 
being ‘punny’ about the Indian 
cricketers overdoing the appeals 




Predict and bedamned! 

Who’ll win next? No one’s sure 


I N the winter of 1984, Alexander 
McNab wrote an article entitled, 
“What Tennih needs is Parity at the 
Top”. McNab’s major grouse was that 
in 1984, John McEnroe and Martina 
Navratilova had been winning with 
such metronomic regularity that ten¬ 
nis had become boringly predictable. 
McNab went a step further by defining 
his "ideal” 1985; eight different win¬ 
ners—men and womenr-in the four 
Grand Slam championships. Most 
readers dismissed that ideal as far¬ 
fetched and unrealistic, more so be¬ 
cause McEnroe and Navratilova had 
just completed seasons characterised 
by some pretty authoritative and, on 
occasion, intimidating tennis. Going 
into 1985, this fearsome pair looked 
strong candidates for a unique "Twin 
Grand Slam”. 

With good reason then, Tennis 
readers the worid over must have 
scoffed at McNab’s suggestion and 
turned to more pressing matters. Lo 
and behold, at the end of a topsy turvy 
1985, McNab’s prayers had been 
answered (well almost). There were 
seven champions for eight Grand Siam 
titles. Navratilova was the spoiler, 
winning the “Grass Slam”, Wimbledon 
and the Australian Open. 

But even she could not detract from 
the enormity of wdiat had happened. A 
seventeen year old German being 
crowned king at the All England, two 
Czechs winning at the US Open and 
four Europeans, all raised on clay, 
battling it out for top honours at the 
Austrian Open on grass. The pattern 
of events defied all logic. At every 
Grand Slam event, unpredictability 
became the norm. “Expect the un- 
xpected" became everyone's credo. 

At the very first Grand Slam halt, 
Stade Roland Garros for the French 
Open the hefty lefties, McEnroe and 
Na\Tatilova, took a tumble. A hitherto 
out of form Mats Wilander put McEn¬ 
roe's French Open dreams into cold 
storage for yet another year with a 
forthright and businesslike victory 
over the favoured New Yorker. Far 
more surprising was Chris Lloyd's 
tnumph over Martina Navrat^ova ip a 
titanic battle lasting two hours and 
forty five minutes. The advantage 
swung from one side of the net to ^ 


other. Lloyd looked as if she had the 
match in the bag at the end of the 
second set and then again when she 
led 5-3 in the third. Martina showed 
rare tenacity in equalising and then 
forging ahead with triple breakpoint in 
(he eleventh game of the final set. 
Eventually, Lloyd came through 6-3, 
6-7, 7-5. Tennis writers rationalised 
Navratilova's loss with facile explana¬ 
tions of how the inordinately windy 
conditions had thrown her off her 



With rare candour, the 
Press admitted that 
they had been a trifle 
presumptuous in 
understimating Chris 
Lloyd and ignoring her 
record on clay 


game. With rare candour, Uiey admit¬ 
ted that they had been more than a 
trifle presumptuous in underestimat-* 
ing Chris Lloyd and ignorii^ her 
record on clay which had included an 
unbeaten streak over five years, 
1973-78. As the year proeressed, the 
press was forced to eat humble pie too 
often for their liking. 

The scribes arrived at Wimbledon 
confident that their crystal ga^ng 
powers were intact, and adopted a 
“business as usual” posture as they 
set about their previews with a re¬ 
newed sense of purpose. The over¬ 
whelming verdict from the Press Box 
was McEnroe and Navratilova once 
more, in a canter. Well, at least 
Navratilova kept her part of the bar¬ 
gain. In the men’s draw, someone 
played a cruel joke on the pundits 
because they came out of the All 
England Club with their reputations 
tarnished...and it wasn't because of 
the strawberries and cream. Upset 
follwed upset. Two of the top four 
seeds, Lendl and Wilander, were 
knocked out before the quarters. 
Those remaining, Connors and McEn¬ 
roe, had the misfortune of running into 
an inspired Kevin Currea The hap¬ 
less Americans fell to a serve and 
volley barrage as Curren powered his 
way into the final. 

The South Afiican held his serve 44 
times consecutively but Boris Becker 
was not impressed as he broke Cur¬ 
ren in the very first game of their final 
without much ado. As far as the 
precocious West German was con¬ 
cerned, he had paid his dues on the 
way to the fii^. Indeed he had, 
defeating Nystrom and Mayotte in 
prolonged five-setters before quelling 
the dour Jarryd in four sets. Against 
Mayotte, Becker had hurt his ankle 
late in the fourth set. For a moment 
he had panicked, waUdng up to Mayot¬ 
te to defriult the match, but wiser 
counsel prevailed as coach Gunther 
Bosch and manager Ion Tiriac per¬ 
suaded him to avail the “time-out" 
(Had it not been for their interv^tion, 
we might well have been ^rived of 
an altt^ther unique champion). After 
that lapse, B^er came 

bKk to win in five. Many observers 
fi^t Bedter would be overawed by 






{assure of the final, but it was 
Curren who suffered from nerves. 
Becker was everywhere at once, fall¬ 
ing down, picking himself up, hitting 
the most audacious volleys off his 
shoelaces. 

Becker’s performance at the Big W 
earned him accolades from all quarters 
of the tennis community, not least 
from a typically gracious McEnroe, 
who said "What impressed me is that 
he doesn't look or act 17. When I was 
18 or 19, I was acting 18 or 19. The 
way he talks, the way he carries 
lun^f, there is a certain maturity. 1 
wish the guy a lot of luck...God bless 
him if he brings the game to another 
level because that’s what it’s ail 
about.” When the two met off-court 
for the first time after Wimbledon, 
McEnroe warmly shook the youngster 
by the hand and said, “Nice going” 

Meanwhile, the media hype at the 
US Open was reaching a frenzied pitch 
as the Fourth Estate, unrepentant 
; despite the debacle at Wimbledon, 

■ looked ahead to the projected quarter¬ 
final clash between McEnroe and 
Becker. CBS executives went so far 
as to reschedule the telecast so that it 
could be televised during prime time. 
Once again tbe Press was taken by 
I surprise as the unpretentious Nys- 
I trom up-ended Becker with a work- 
^ manlike four-set win. 

At the bottom of the draw, Lendl, 
untroubled by media overexposure, 
was making quiet progress to the 
final. For the title bout, McEnroe was 
regarded the firm favourite primarily 
because he had come to New York, 
buoyed by two straight wins over his 
Czech rival at Vermont and Montreal. 
Then again, only the foolhardy would 
have put their money on Lendl in a 
Grand Siam final, 0ven his tendency 
to play inept tennis when it really 
counts—ri^t?? Wrong again. To- 
vrards the end of the first set, it 
became sdl too obvious that McEnroe 
was suffering from the after effects of 
t(>e previous day’s exertions against 
' WQander in 118° heat. Equally appa¬ 
rent was the feet that Lendl could do 
I no wrong on that fateful day. As he 
I remailced later, "I felt there was no 
ball 1 couldn’t get to and no shot I 
I couldn't hit” Lendl was in an ex- 
tracndinarily pugnacious mood. It was 

S tt^ his winning stroke on 
pemtt should be an altogether 
out of character punched volley. 

. McEnroe cemfirmed ffiat Eendl had 
rarely berm so aggressive; 1>endl 
{daryod of the bkt matdies I’ve. 


FocDs 


fever seen him play. He hit tfce ball as 
hard as he ever has against me.” 

Lendl’s mercurial compatriot, Hana 
Mandiikova was causing an even grea¬ 
ter stir in the women’s championship. 
Mandiikova, who was long regarded' 
as the sort of player who could hit the 
lines on a good day and the fences on 
an off day. Only twice before—the 
Australian Open in 1980 and the 
French in 1981—had she strung 
together enough good days to win a 
major title. In two days of sublime 
tennis, Mandiikova overcame the for¬ 
midable hurdles of Lloyd and Navrati¬ 
lova. Pitted against the latter in the 
firiai, Mandiikova raised her game to 
incredible heights as she flirted with 
perfection. Martina was playing in 



At the end of a 
topsy-turvy season, the 
prayers hod been 
answered (well almost). 

There were seven 
different champions for 
eight Grand Slam titles. 
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fourth gear but good as she was, Hana 
was always that much better. It is a 
moot point whethmr two women had 
ever played the serve-and-volley 
game with such aplomb and power. 

At 5-0 in the first set, Mandiikova 
was within a point of handir^ Navrati¬ 
lova a rare piece of hunuBation. Marti¬ 
na rallied to 5-5 and then had eig^t 
break points before Mandiikova 
wrested the set, 7-6. In the final set, 
the younger girl served for the match 
at 5-3 before Navratilova staged 
another recovery, raly to be pipped at 
the post yet again, the scoreline 
reading 7-6, 1-6, 7-6. Mandlikova's 
triumph at the US Open was aignffi- 
cant in that it broke tlie Navratitova-' 
Lloyd streak: between them, they had 
won 15 consecutive Grand Siam 
championships since the US Open in 
1981. 

Thus at the year’s three-quarter 
mark, McNab’s idle banter looked like 
it might well become reafity. At the 
Australian Open Lendl was firm 
favourite, coming off one of the hot¬ 
test streaks ever, reminiscent of Guil¬ 
lermo Vilas tearing up the summer 
circuit in 1977. McEnroe was sfeen aS 
a spent force (how renuudcably fickle is 
the tennis fan). At any rate, he added 
fuel to fire by suffering an ignominious | 
defeat to Slobodan Zivojonovic, with a I 
6-0 fifth set. Becker suffered an equal- , 
ly humiliating defeat at the hands of < 
the unknown Michel Sdiiapers. The ! 
focus then shifted to Stefen Edberg, J 
who accounted for Lendl on his way to ! 
the final, where he deprived good 
friend Mats WUander of a triple crown : 
at Kooyong. 

Looking ahead to 1986, there is ai 
whole array of variables making 
attempts at prophecy even more 
lous than in 1985. What implicatiohs 
would the responsibilities of marriage 
and fatherhood have on John Mt^n- 
roe’s ^me? What implications woi^ 
superstardom have on young Becker’s 
sensitive psyche? Would Lentfl be 
equal to the task of handfing the 
pressures of Number One? AH the^ 
questions remain unanswered. Afl that 
can be said with any degree of omfi- 
dence is that the ^orious uncertain¬ 
ties of tennis will receive ftdl rm yet 
again. And with die axis shift^ irre¬ 
vocably away from the IMted States 
to Europe {only one of the Grand Sto 
titleholders was bom in America), tme 
more ti^ is certain. At last, temfis 
has parity at the tcqi. 

JMNtf/Maa 
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Dunk the foreign tours 

That is what S. Padmanabhan feels after India’s pathetic 
performance in the 13th Asian Basketball 
Championship at Malaysia 


T he formation of the Asian Basket- Year, the Filipinoes were on top, 

ball zone saw, in the last two assisted by two American players 
decades, a good many countries parti- (now settled in Philippines) Still and 

cipating in the ABC championships. Moore to regain the title. Needless to 

TTie Fibpinoes ruled the roost for the say. they were sound in fundamentals, 

first ten years closely followed by the footwork and the percentage of shoot- 

Koreans and Japanese but the last ing was high besides being backed by 
decade saw China reign supreme for fine teamwork. In short, their involve- 
the five ABC meets from 1975. ment in the pme was deep. 

This year during the Silver Jubilee The Koreans who were known for 


No, they are not tha Harlam Gtobtrotters but Fiilpfnoaa 



their speed and excellent ball control 
besides accurate in shooting finished 
in second place though they fou^t till 
the very end to lose in the last minute. 
Spearheaded by Lee Choung Hee, a 
very sharp shooter who was not only 
all over the court but uncanny com¬ 
bined court craft with unerring pot 
shots, the Koreans secured a pacing. 

Although \jse Choung Hee missed a 
few baskets early in the game against 
the Filipinoes, the naturalised players 
Still and Moore used their height to 
advantage to win 72-76 and give 
Filipinoes a rude shock. Against the 
Chinese team, Korea as well the 
Philippines showed their class and 
won convincingly and China had to 
satisfy themselves with third place. 
While the first three in this meet 
qualify for the World Cup at Barcelo¬ 
na, another team who did extremely 
well was Malaysia who placed fourth. 
Though beaten by all the top three— 
Philippines, Korea and China—they 
tried hard and . were earlier responsi¬ 
ble for India’s defeat. Even with the 
easy pool, our country failed to beat 
even Iran to whom they lost their 
opening match. 

India, in this 13th ABC meet, failed 
to make any impact. It must be said 
tliat much was expected since they 
had been to Malaysia in August last 
year and placed fourth. Eight of those 
players who were in that team found a 
place this time but it was a poor show. 
A loss to Iran with the robust tactics 
by the Iranians preventing India from 
^ving off their best, hi^ighted the 
lack of a good leader in the team. 
Panda, as well as Ajmer Singh and 
Sajjan Singh were not up to the mark. 
The coach, too, was stale and could 
not effectively adapt good strategy to 
match the opponents. On the other 
hand, the skipper of the Iranian team, 
a 37-year-old veteran, was a tower of 
strength in the defence. An excellent 
leader who initiated many a move, he 
instilled in them a tenadty to fig^ 
besides a ‘hate to be defeated' menttd 





frfflne that gave them victory. bon in the game in our country and 

India now had to beat Malaysia to while we were 5th or 6th normally, 

stay in the fray. Having lost to them now even that has been denied for this 

ev^ time they had met in earlier Silver Jubilee year saw placed 10th in 
ABCs, this psychology plus a superb a 15th nation contest Can this be 
game by the Malaysians put India out rectified and does it justify these 
of the last four. Rajan, whose one tours? 

hai^ jumpshot is good, was not fiilly India joined the ABC family in 1965 
utilised early and one wonders what and invariably could not secure a good 
our coach had in mind for four of the placing till the 1975 ABC meet where 
players who were ‘Bench Warmers’, we were 4th. But on all other occu¬ 
lt is time that people in the game sions, it was much below. 

g 've some serious thought as to why The NIS and the BFl have got good 
dia has performed so poorly to finish schemes on the charts to train the 
as low as 10th in this championships. selected players. While, in the yes- 
Of course, we always have officials terye ars, we had supeit ball players 
and coaches who always give reasons like' Abbas Montasir, Kataria, Gur- 
for our defeat and this time they will dayal Singh, Sarbajit Singji, Suri, Vi- 
complain of not getting the correct jayaraghavan, Narasimharajan, Hari- 
pool (in spite of it being the easiest dut, Omprakash Sr. And Kushiram, 
pool) and also blame the officiating, now the team members are seemingly 
Lapses do occur but, there is stagna- selected on quota basis and ev^ to 


Malaysia and South Koraa: Two rising powers in ttw gams 
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show off that we have seven-footers 
like Panda. The tendency to dr^ 
talented players and using those who 
have fail^ on the court coupled with 
the coaches’ inabfiity to give his best 
in times of crisis has made the nation 
look very insignificant in the interna¬ 
tional arena. 

Times have changed. Lack of team 
work, speed, footwork, ball handling 
and reflexes—all hamper our team. 
Although sticking to the saying ‘catdi 
them young, coach them right’, Uiere 
is pathetically little between the coach 
and the players. The controUii^ body, 
as well the people in authority wto 
give the clearance, should revamp 
their strategy and not send teans 
abroad for the next five years. Thp 
time and money spent on these tours 
could be utilised in a systematic setec- 
tion of promising players with inherent 
talents, groom them, secure a good 
foreign coach (making our dedicated 
young coaches work under him as 
understudies) hold camps in the four 
zones (25 or 30 boys to each zone) 
right through the year make them play 
among themselves. Besides teams 
from Korea, Japan and China could be 
invited to play in India thereby e}qx)s- 
ing our players in large measure to tiie 
competition. 

It is time that we plan more activity 
for the juniors. The idea is to spot 
talent early besides planning touna- 
ments exclusively for the FubUc Sec¬ 
tor, Railways, Nationalised Banks and 
Zonal teams. The tendency to cmly 
meet during the nationals should be 
altered and we should hold a pre-Asian 
as well as Inter Zone. Only dedicated 
training and getting top players now 
working in Banks, Public sectors be¬ 
sides ^rvices and Railways will help 
us to form the nucleus of our foture 
team. If this is done, theu in another 
decade we could possibly improve in a 
big way. 

Basketball is game of a few drib¬ 
bles, quick passes and accurate shoot¬ 
ing and with India’s height advantage, 
and the ability to score round the ’D’ 
three points area. With the groommg , 
of promising ball handlers, besides 
inducting tall players who have both 
offensive and defensive rebound re¬ 
flexes, India is bound to do well All 
this calls for sacrifices and the af^- 
ated units’ who guide the destiny of the 
game should come forward to shoul¬ 
der greater responsibility—and locate 
sponsors. Then, the day will not be for 
away when India will he the dark 
horse in this sport. 






IT appears as 
if Manchester 
United are at 
least emerg- 
mg from their 
tunnel of 
darkness. 
They were 
for a time 
level with Ox¬ 
ford United in an away tie, 
yet came out 3-1 winners in 
a display which showed mo¬ 
ments of their old v«»^e 
and confidence. Amid 
rumours that their goal 
scoring maestro Mark 
Hughes was going to the 
Spanish El Dorado in 
search of millions of pese¬ 
tas, United were reminded 
iust how eevere would be 
their iosA* if he departed 
when the Welsh interna¬ 
tional scored what can only 
be described as a cham¬ 
pagne goal. 

It was in fact a volley 
&pm a comer by Gibson 
and so sweetly was it 
struck that the t»ll hit the 
roof of the net before goal¬ 
keeper'Judge could Idt a 
hand. Before this 
Whiteside had opened pro¬ 
ceedings for Manchester 
United by getting his foot 
to a Moran header and 
thence into an empty Ox¬ 
ford net past a stranded 
goalkeeper. Leworthy 
equalised for Oxford and 
for a itime it seemed as if 
their midfield quartet would 
simply outrun those of their 
more illustrious opponents, 
before Hu^s, coloured 
up his magic and Gibson 
made the match absolutely 
safe with a downward head¬ 
er from a Stapleton aoss 
which caught Judge in no 
man's land. 

The same afternoon 
Manchester midfield ace 
and captain Bryan Robson, 
whose inspiration and vi¬ 
sion had much to do with 
the current English First 
Division leaders’ early sea¬ 
son surge, was teck again 
with the club’s Reserves 
egiimst Swansea, the first 
outing he has ted in two 



The United 
touch 

Premen Addy 


months since a couple of 
niggling injuries laid him 
tow. Without him. Man¬ 
chester United was very 
mudh a team that was tem¬ 
pest tossed. That they still 
retain their f,re-eminent 
position is largely due to 


the inability of their princip¬ 
al challengers to take prop¬ 
er advant^e of their set¬ 
backs. It was as if they 
were paralysed at the pros¬ 
pect of heading the league 
table. So when United fol-, 
tered. the others like 


Liverpool, Everton wd 
Chelsea fc^owed siiit.Now 
Manchester United have S5 
points frcxn 25 games, b 
Everton’s 50 froth 26, 
Chelsea’s 50 from 24, West 
Ham’s 48 from 24 imd 
Liverpool’s 47 fixxn IJS- 
How important the mid- 
field are to the success of 
outstanding sides has been 
demonstrated time and 
again. In Liverpod’s case, 
.the transfer of Graeme 
Sounness to Italy deprived 
the Merseyside Reds of die 
vital co^ in their machine, 
friqwessive thou(^ they are 







on occasions, without 
SoiBiness they have ia^ed 
that blinding consistency 
ndiich has taken them m the 
recent past to the heights 
of English and European 
soccer. 

But spare a thought for 
Liverpool’s arch rivals 
Everton. Chaminons last 
year, they started their 

§ resent campaign in 
eptember modestly 
enough, but in recent 
weeks they showed a new 
head of steam, gradually 
climbing up the table from 
somewhere in the middle. 
By beating Queens Paric 
R^ers 4-3 in a thriller, 
the Merseyside Blues 
showed their true mettle. 
Today they stand second to 
Manchester United. 

The match itself may 
well 1 m likened to a rhap¬ 
sody in blue, as Everton’s 
s^e force of Sheedy and 
Lineker blew the QPR de¬ 
fence wide open with a 
succession of brilliant goals 
after the visitors had taken 
the lead through a Byrne 
shot which left Southall in 
the Everton goal motion - 
less. QPR did come back in 
the dying nunutes with a 
sort of consolation goal 
through Bannister’s shot 
off a Fereday centre, but 
by that time the issue was 
no longer in doubt. 

Perliaps the match of the 
day in terms of reputations 
overthrown was Notting¬ 
ham Forest’s 3-0 trouncmg 
of Tottenham Hotspur at 
White Hart Lane. It was 
truly an afternoon when 
Forest wore the spurs as 
the home side sank virtual¬ 
ly without trace. They had 
their usual array of ^tter- 
ing stars on view. Hoddle, 
Ardiles, Roberts, 
Chiedoze, Mabbutt and the 
rest. Obviously for them 
the Sesh may have been 
willing but the spirit was 
weak. 

Fmrest on the other hand 
had kttle to offer by way of 
the truly exalted, unless 
one ccHints manager Brian 



Will Geoff BQycott be es succeesful and aa con¬ 
troversial in his new role as a pressman? 


Clough. Nevertheless, 
spirit can triumph over 
matter, as Davenport, 
Clough junior, Birtles, 
Metgod, Butterworth and 
their colleagues rode all 
over their Illustrious star 
studded hosts. 

Spurs are having a night¬ 
mare of a season. All they 
have at the moment is a 
toehold in the F.A. Cup. 
They are otherwise out of 
the reckoning for all tlM 
remaining honours. Spurs 
are 12th in the league to 
Forest’s 9th. 

The Second Division had 
its high points of drama. 
Norwich, the leaders main¬ 
tained their winning ways 
with a com-incing 2-0 vic¬ 
tory over Middlesborou^ 
wtuch keeps them in top 


position with 51 points ffom 
25 games, followed by 
Portsmouth who have 49 
from the same number of 
matches. Wimbledon in 
third place are a long way 
behind with 42 points. 
Portsmouth could only 
draw 1-1 with lowly 
Fulham, while Wimbledon 
went down 1-2 to Oldham. 

In the Scottish Premier 
Division form was subject 
to few upsets as ch^- 
pionsh^ contenders Aber¬ 
deen and Celtic battled it 
out for a 1-1 draw and so 
maintain their second and 
fifto places respectively. 
Aberdeen have 27 points 
from 22 games and Celtic 
have 25 from 21. Top of the 
table are Hearts who once 
again proved their touid>- 
ness by salvaging a 1-1 


draw against the redoubt¬ 
able Dundee United. Thus 
the Echnbur^ club, who 
head the league for the first 
time in their history, have 
31 iraints firtHn 24 games. 
Their rivals all have two to 
three games in hand. 

However, amidst this 
football one of the week’s 
eyecatching headlines con¬ 
cerned cricket One of 
Fleet Street’s tabloids ran a 
story that England’s forth- 
corning tour of the West 
Indies was one more in 
doubt as certain Trinidad 
trade unionists threatened 
to institute a boycott and 
harassment of the Enghsh 
team. More reliable news 
since, shows that the man 
in question was a fringe 
leader and that every 
Caribbean government, 
with the exception Guyana, 
had accepted the En^sh 
team. Tlie Bangladesh and 
Zimbabwe scares may yet 
blow over although one can 
never be sure about a re¬ 
gion noted for its volatility 
and its hurricanes and tor¬ 
nadoes. 

If the tour for some 
reason should be cancelled 
and the international crick¬ 
et fraternity divided along 
colour lines, the South Afri¬ 
can establishment will Imve 
registered its most notable 
victory in the last decade 
and a half. Wars tend to be 
long drawn out affairs. His¬ 
tory shows that they are 
usually won by men with 
cool heads, strong hearts 
and an eye for the o[^r- 
tune opening. Apartheid in 
sport can only meet its 
defeat at the hands of such 
people; it will certainly not 
be brought down by cheap 
shots from a demagogue’s 
peashooter. 

A postscript to this is the 
news that Geoff Boycott 
will be covering En^^d’s 
Caribbean tour for the 
Observer which is pub¬ 
lished every Sunday. He 
could turn out to be the eye 
of any possiUe storm. Not 
for the first time either. 






^albndaii 


Crietot: Ranji Trophy, two 
pr»>quartar final matches will 
be twid from 7 to 10 Febru¬ 
ary. Four quarter final match¬ 
es from 14 to 17 February. 
Venues and fixtures yet to be 
decided as ronal league 
matches are still in progress. 
VIzzy trophy, inter-zonal 
competition for Universities 
from 21 to 28 Feb. Semi¬ 
finals from 21 to 23 Feb., 
North Zone vs South Zone 
and East Zone vs West 
Zone. Four-day final from 25 
to 28 Feb. 
Polo: Classic trophy annual 
match at Jaipur polo 
grounds, race course, Delhi 
on 15 Feb. Visiting Pakistani 
team vs President's Body- 
oards. 

Hoeksy: Pakistan team to 
tour India for three Test 
matches from 12 February 
onwards. 1st Test match at 
Ktyderabad on IS February. 
Final of Sr. national cham¬ 
pionships for the Ranagas- 
wamy Cup on 1 Feb. 
Football: 42nd senior 
national championship for 
the Santosh Trophy to com¬ 
mence simultaneously at 
Jabalpur, Bilaspur and Bhilai 
from ^ Feb. onwards. It will 
be played oh a new pattern 
with the top ten teams get¬ 
ting byes into the quarter¬ 
final and the remaining 18 to 
compete tn the preliminary 
round to be held on a league 
basis. Teams are divided 
into six equal clusters. Clus¬ 
ter 1 and 2 at Jabalpur, 
cluster 3 and 4 at Bilaspur 
and cluster 5 and 6 at Bhilai. 


International events 


Cricket: Details of Benson 
and Hedges one-day World 
Series Cup triangular con¬ 
test: 2 February, India vs 
New Zealand at Launceston. 
Tasmania. 5 February, first 
final between two top 
finishers of league at Sydney 

i d/n match). 9 Feb second 
inal at Melbourne (d'n), 11 
Feb third final at Sydney 
(d/n) 

Australia's tour of New Zea¬ 
land: 15 February, vs Auck¬ 
land (at Auckland). 16-18 
Feb. vs North Districts at 
Hamilton, 21-25 Feb: 1st 
Test match at Wellington. 28 
Feb 4 March: 2nd Test 



match at Christchurch. 
England's tour of the West 
Indies: 

1—4 Feb vs Windward Is¬ 
lands at St. Vincent, 7—10 
Feb: vs Leeward Islands at 
Antigua, 13-16 Feb: vs 
Jamaica at Sabina Park, 
Kingston. 18 Feb: 1st one 
day international, at 
Jamaica, 21—26 Feb: 1st 
Test match, at Kingston, 
Jamaica 28 Feb—2 March: 
vs Trinidad at Port of Spain. 
England B tour of Sri Lnka: 
1 Feb: vs Sri Lanka at Col¬ 
ombo, one-day - fixture, 4 
Feb: vs Sri Lanka at Col¬ 
ombo, one-day fixture, 10-13 
Feb: vs Sri Lanka, unofficial 
Test at Kandy. Rebel Austra¬ 
lian tour of South Africa: 

1 Feb; vs South Africa, 5th 
one-day international at 
Johannesburg, 3 Feb; vs 
Griqualand Vvest at Kimber¬ 
ley, 5 Feb; vs South Africa. 
6th one-day international at 
Pretoria. 

Bowls: Embassy World In¬ 
door Singles championships 
at Coatbridge, England from 
1 to 9 February. 

Athletics: Tokyo Marathon 
on 9 February. African cross¬ 
country championships at 
Nairobi, Kenya on 16 Feb. 
European indoor cham¬ 
pionships at Madrid, Spain, 
from 22 to 23 Feb. 
Badminton: Thomas Cup 
(men) and Uber Cup 
(women) European qual¬ 
ifying tournaments at 
Mulheim, West Germany 
from 19 to 23 February 
Asian qualifying tourna¬ 
ments for Thomas and Uber 
Cup at Bangkok, Thailand 
from 19 to 23 February 
Golf; International golf show 
at Barbican, London from 4 
to 6 February, Andy Williams 
Open at La Jolla, California 
from 6 to 9 Februray. Nige¬ 
rian Open at Lagos from 13 
to 16 February. Hawaiian 
Open at Honolulu from 13 to 
16 February. Honda Classic 
at Coral Springs, Florida 
from 27 Feb. to 2 March. 
Chess: World chess cham¬ 
pionship re-match between 
Garri Kasparov and Anatoly 


Karpov from 10 February. 
Venue to be confirmed. 

TELEVISION 

Live telecast of India's fix¬ 
tures in the Benson and 
Hedges one-day World 
series (for programme see 
Calendar), telecast of three 
finals will take place only if 
India reaches the final in the 
triangular preliminaiy series. 
To be relayed by Ooordar- 
Shan Kendras all over India. 
Live telecast of the final of 
senior national hockey 
championship for the Ran- 
gaswamy Cup, at Bangalore 
on 1 February. National and 
international sports events to 
be telecast at 4.00 p.m. in 
the World of Sports program¬ 
me on the following Sun¬ 
days; 2, 9, 16 and 23 
February. 

RADIO 

Dally sports programmes 

6.30—7.00 p.m.; Khel Seva, 
a Hindi sports programme 
consisting of interviews, dis¬ 
cussions and commentaries 
on local sports tournaments 
on 294.9 metres, Delhi D. 
7,05 p,m,: Sports news in 
Hindi on Vividh Bharati, 
219.3 metres and Delhi D 
294.9 metres.v 
8.05 p.m. Sports news in 
English on Yuva Vani, Delhi 
D, 294.9 metres. Running 
commentary of final of senior 
national hockey cham¬ 
pionship on 1 February. 
Commentary in both Hindi 
and English to be relayed on 
the national hook-up to all 
stations of All India Radio. 
National Sports Program¬ 
mes: 9.30 p.m.—10.00 p.m. 
National sports magazine, a 
programme of new, views 
and interviews broadcast on 
Friday, 7 February on 450.5 
metres, Delhi B and relayed 
on the national hook-up by 
all additional frequencies. 
Programme to be repeated 
on Saturday, 8 February at 
7,02 a.m. 

9.30 p.m.—10.00 p.m. Khel 
Jagat a Hindi spots program¬ 
me broadcast on Thursday, 


20 February, on 366.3 
metres, Delhi A, and by all 
additional frequencies on the 
national hook-up. Program¬ 
me repeated on Saturday 22 
February!, at 7.02 ajn. on 
450.5'metres Delhi B. 

BOOKS 

The Game Is Not The Same, 
Alan McGllvray's autobiogra¬ 
phy written with Norman 
Tusker, published by Pitman 
Publishing Pvt. Ltd., 158 
Bouverie St. Carlton, Victoria 
3053. Price 19.95 Australian 
dollars. 

Australia's legendary 
cricket commentator reveals 
some time-honoured sec¬ 
rets. The most memorable 
anecdote is about Brad¬ 
man's 100th century. McGil- 
vray recalls broadcasting the 
match between an Austra¬ 
lian XI and the Indian tourists 
in 1947-48, Bradman was 
batting with Keith Miller and 
a big crowd had come to 
watch. Bradman hit his 100th 
run just after a horse race 
had started in Sydney. The 
ABC had switched over for 
the race description. Alan 
McGilvray screamed down 
the line for them to return to 
cricket. The studio controller 
had the intiative to cross 
back, so "I described the 
run, caught the crowd's reac¬ 
tion to history they had seen 
created, and still got back to 
the race for the last furlong." 

McGilvray's greatest re¬ 
gret missing the Tied Test 
with the WIndies at Brisbane 
in 1960. Keith Miller and he 
left the ground with a couple 
of hours to go on that fateful 
afternoon to catch an early 
plane back to Sydney. The 
book contains the reflections 
and judgements of veteran 
and perceptive cricket com¬ 
mentator, who made his first 
broadcast in Brisbane in 
1935-36 in the Sheffield 
Shield tie betwen NSW and 
Queensland. The most 
amusing insights are about 
Kim Hughes' impulsiveness, 
Don Bradman's astute cap¬ 
taincy and the signals of 
umpires Col Egar and Lou 
Rowan whom he rates as the 
best umpires he saw. The 
book is a must for both the 
connoisseur and the histo¬ 
rian. 

Compiled by Novy 
Kapadia 












VIdarbha’s national cyclepolo champions 


NAGPUR 

Triumphant 

Host 

\/IDARBHA’S dream of lifting the 
V Krishna Challenge Cup for tlie 
National Cyclepolo championship 
came true recently at Hinganghat, 75 
kms from here, when they defeated 
the Territorial Army team 8-4 in the 
final before five thousand spectators. 

Title holders for five successive 
years, Rajasthan, was dethroned by 
TA earlier in the semifinals. So Vidar- 
bha’s dnly hurdle, after moving past a 
new-look Kerala team (8-6) in the 
other semis, was the 'ferritorial Army 
team. 

Organised by Maharashtra Cyclepo- 
to Association, this senior nationals 
attracted twelve state teams, the 
Indian Air Force and the Territorial 
Army. The Cyclepolo Federation of 
India vice-president, Maharaja Sultan 
Singh, who came with his wife from 
Jodhpur to assist and advice the orga¬ 
nisers as well as tlie players in the 
six-day meet, was very happy witli 
the arrangements made at H^gan- 
But he must have been a bit 
disheartened to know that the number 
of participating teams was reduced 
from 15. 

Vidarbha and Kerala had earlier won 
the subjunior and junior national cham- 
pibhshqis respectively, which were 
held in Namur. 

The CPFl policy of alotting all three 
national meets to only one region 
(tboufi^ the junior and subjunior 
natHHtals were conducted by Vidarbha 
A88odatiotH>a separate unit), is good 
fer promothigihe game aU over the 


country And it also seemed queer to 
many people that holders Rajasthan 
came to Hinganghat without much 
practice. If the trend persists in Rajas- 
tlian—the home of cyclepolo in India it 
may spread to other regions as well in 
the near future, official told this cor¬ 
respondent. 

In the final of the subjunior nation¬ 


als. Vidarbha downed Kerala 6-5. 
Earlier, in the semifinals, Vidarbha 
beat Maharashtra 12-2 and Kerala 
ousted Rajasthan 11-1. 

In the final of the Junior Nationals, 
Kerala beat Maharashtra 10-6. In the 
semis. Kerala trounced Rajasthan 8-4 
and Mali^ashtra beat Vidarbha 8-7. 

Ratkur,-.ar Stukar 



chmue for 25,000 rupees from Mr J. Nathan, director lie 
KapacUa, who has contributed many wrKIngs to SpatMtifki iNon 
the WUIs Award for sports journalism for hla articia Hia ofrtir Mcfa 

of the medal' 







if you don’t let me win, I’ll kill 

myself! Actually it’s Just 
Jimmy Connors clowning 
around during the final round 
play of the AT&T Challenge 
tennis tournament against 
Ivan Lendl. Lendl won the 
match 6-2,6-3 


Gert Bo Jacobsen of Denmark 
connects with a powerful right 
as he dethrones Rene Weller 
of West Germany with a TKO 
decision in a lightweight title 
fight at Banders, Denmark 



The leeding doubles team in 
the business today. 
Switzerland’s Heinz 
Guenthardt (left) and 
Hungary’s Baiazs Taroczy 
hold WCT World Doubles 
tennis championships 
trophies aloft after beating 
USA’s Paul Annacone and 
South Africa’s Christo Van 
Rensburg in a five-setter 


1 ,'^ 


Leaders after the seventh 
stage of the Paris-Dakar rally, 
Rene Metge and Oominque 
Lemoyne of France tackle the 
Sahara desert in their Porsche 

959 

All photographs by 
Associated Press 
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Chart Five of the 5BX Plat 


C OMlN(i t'< i*i(- second-last chart in the 5 BX series for 
men, a only natural that the exercises >>et 
progressive!', lougher. As it is, the fourth chart itself was 
enough i” 'S iKe ihe average person gasj) for bteatli. The 
fifth IS e\ei, more demanding with five exeu is. s iliat are 
quite si : li.'i to the ones outlined in the other »iiarts. but 
are .1 Imi tougher. 

'ill' ')ltX scries of exercises that vv<' have been 
s< iMf!-.ing for your benefit is courtes\ I'hymail Fitness 
whu h IS published by Penguin Kooks. This set of exercises 
were developed by the Royal C'anadi.in Air Force, the inter 
nationally used programme for getting tit, feeling fit and 
staying fit. In fact, it worked out so effective that the .‘iHX 
Plan has Ireen adopted by manv other airforces of the world. 

Age Groups 

18-25 years maintains C 

Flying Crew 

Under 25 years maintains B + 

25-29 years maintains Dt 


1 ) Stand with vour leet kept shouldei-width apart and 
your hands kept together above your bead. Utiid over 
from tlie waist and toucli the fioor about six iiulies 
outside your letlloot. llieii belwi'c'ii vour feet, pu-ssing 
once, and then six mdies outside yotii right loot. 
Straighten up and circle voui arms over voui head, 
bending backwards as tar as possibii'. 

2 ) Lie flat 011 your back with youi hands clasiied helmid 
your head and your leet together. Sit up from the 
waist, raising .vour li'gs to a hent posilinii. At the same 
time twist to loin h .vour left knee with your right elbow 
and then relax. I'lie next count ri'quires tile same 
movement although the left I'lbow should he touched t(> 
the right knee. Keep the h'l'l off the floor when the 
elbows touch tlie knees. 

.’t) Lie on youi stom:icli with vour arni'- extended over 
yoiii head. Kai.se \oiir arms and vour legs .simul¬ 
taneously. niakiiig suie that both your chest and thighs 
are not m eontact wnh the floor. 

4 ) Lk' on vour stomach whb vour bands iiiuier your 
slioukU'i's and palms fl.it on the flooi. Push v ourself olf 
tlie floor, clapping haiul-' once helore landing back 011 
voui palms. 'I'he bodv must be keiit str,tight during the 
entiri' movemeiil 

At Slalion.irv lun. viuinting oiue every tune vout left 
loot touches tlie floor, run on the spot, lifting your 
knees at least waist hi.gh. .'Xtler evi'ry ?.'> counts do 
about 10 semi spread iuintis'. repealing the sequence 
until the rt-quired number »it sU'))s aie completed. 
Semi spread jumps: .Stand with vour feel logetbei. 
Drop to a halt ciouch with voui hands on your knees, 
arms siraiglit. .lump ui) with voui leet astride and 
swing your hands over youi head in mid air, returning 
directly to the starting iwisitioii. 



LEVEL 


EXERCISE 


1 mile run 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Mins: Secs 

A-i- 

30 

40 

50 

44 

500 

6:00 

A 

.30 

39 

49 

43 

485 

6:06 

A- 

30 

38 

48 

42 

475 

6:09 

B+ 

28 

36 

47 

40 

465 

6:12 

B 

28 

35 

46 

39 

455 

6:15 

13 - 

28 

34 

45 

38 

445 

6:21 

C + 

26 

32 

44 

.36 

435 

6:27 

c 

26 

31 

43 

35 

420 

6:33 

c- 

26 

30 

42 

34 

410 

6:39 

Dt 

24 

28 

41 

32 

4(K) 

6:45 

1) 

24 

27 

40 

31 

385 

6:51 

D- 

24 

26 

39 

30 

375 

7:00 



Exercise One 

I W 

h A 

Exercise Two 

Exercise Three 



Exercise Five 
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GREG CHAPPELL 

AFTER PLA YING 60 TEST 
MATCHES HIS BATTING RE¬ 
CORD READ: 107 INNINGS, 17 
CENTURIES. 5065 RUNS AT 
AN AVERAGE OF55.05. DOES 
THAT LEAVE ANY DOUBT 
THAT GREG CHAPPELL WAS 
ONE OF THE GREATEST 
BATSMEN EVER? HE ALSO 
CLAIMED 40 WICKETS AND 
TOOK AS MANY AS 87 CATCH¬ 
ES. A COMPLETE 
CRICKETER! 

HE WAS PERHAPS UN¬ 
LUCKY AS HE WAS INVARI- 
ABL Y COMPARED TO HIS 
BRILLIANT BROTHER IAN. 
LIKE IAN, HE LED BY EXAM¬ 
PLE. AND ALL TOO OFTEN IT 
WAS ONLY A DEDICATED IN¬ 
NINGS BY CAPTAIN GREG 
THAT SAVED AUSTRALIA 
FROM DEFEAT. 

HE WAS One of only six 


AUSTRALIANS TO HAVE 
SCORED MORE THAN 5000 
RUNS IN TESTS. HE IS ONE 
OF THE SELECT ELITE WHO 
HA VE SCORED A TEST CEN¬ 
TURY ON DEBUT. IN THE 
FIRST TEST AGAINST NEW 
ZEALAND AT WELLINGTON IN 
MARCH 1974 HE SCORED 247 
AND 133 GIVING HIM THE 
HIGHEST AGGREGATE IN A 
SINGLE TEST BY A BATSMAN. 
MORE ASTOUNDING. 
BROTHER IAN SCORED 145 
AND 121 IN THE SAME 
MATCH. MAKING IT THE ONLY 
INSTANCE OF TWO 
BROTHERS SCORING CEN¬ 
TURIES IN BOTH INNINGS OF 
THE SAME TEST MATCH. THE 
YOUNGER CHAPPELL 
SCORED A CENTURY IN 
EACH INNINGS AGAIN IN 1975 
AGAINST THE WEST INDIES 
IN BRISBANE. WHICH M/AS IN- 


CIDENTALL Y HIS FIRST TEST 
AS CAPTAIN HE ALSO HOLDS 
THE WORLD RECORD OF 
SEVEN CATCHES IN A TEST 
MATCH. THEHIGHESTBYA 
FIELDSMAN. 

CHAPPELL. WHO RETIRED 
PREMATURELYBECAUSE OF 
BUSINESS COMMITMENTS, 
WAS INVARI ABL Y IN THE 
NEWS, EASIL Y THE MOST UN- 
FOR TUNA TEI NCI DEN T IN HIS 
BRILLIANT CAREER WAS 
WHEN BROTHER TREVOR 
BOWLED THE FINAL DELIV¬ 
ERY OF A ONE DAY GAME 
AGAINST NEW ZEALAND 
UNDERARM. ON HIS ADVICE 
AS ELDER BROTHER AND 
CAPTAIN. EXCEPT FOR THIS 
ONE INCIDENT WHICH WAS 
IN EXTREMELY BAD TASTE. 
HIS WAS A CAREER ANY 
CRICKETER WOULD ADMIRE. 
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No Pim Run Aftor All 

PATNA; In Indi t vou can’t expect to have much fun 
running, whdt' ith the population and all. Thus, 
much-publk I run for-fun' organized m Bihar by the 
State Sport ^! i • irtment, meant to populanse sports 
amons yon* 'irned out to be less than funny considering 
thenumhi >* participants—15,000 to the expected 
5 0(K)- w’(t rii ned up And at the end of it there was a 
virtual ‘fan a cJe foi the food packets distrfeuted free. 


Chlnooo Checkers 

SHANGHAI: TTianks to the new hberal winds blowing 
over the l^d, gambhng is in hill swing m China with stakes 
of $100,000 m clandesune luxury clubs. Despite an official 
ban, new clubs are springing up all over the aty, billy 
equipped with telephones and air-conditioners, playing 
host to hordes of nch entrepreneurs who amve conni^te 
with body-guards. After all, what’s a httle gambling 
between friends—and of-cwirse, good old cops? 






' \' ' 




AiiEJlteGAME 


Journalist 

Aids 

Sun-set 

T^E Australian joumal- 
I ists apparently love sen¬ 
sational news and this 
tendency has resulted in 
one of the most incredible 
stories appearing in the 
^toey-based eveninger 
Tne Sun. And whaL’s more 
^e article was taken as 
gospel truth by the cricket 
loving Aussie public be¬ 
cause the man writing the 
article was Phil Wilkins, 
one of the most respected 
cricket journalists. 

The story goes like this. 
R. Mohan of The Hiodu 
group was asked by Wilkins 
for some interesting tit-bits 
on the Indian batting hero 
Krish Srikkanth. 

Mohan told Wilkms of 
how Srikkanth had been 


dropped and then rein¬ 
stall in the team that was 
due to play Sri Lanka in the 
second Test of India’s 1985 
tour. TTie team as finalised 
by the “brains trust" of the 
side did not include Srik¬ 
kanth. 

"Jaisimha, the manager 
of the team, and I were 
having a few drinks in my 
room at the hotel, ” Mohan 
told Wilkins. “I told Jai how 
regional considerations 
should not have played a 
part in team selection and 
that Srikkanth deserved to 
be in the side. ” The Indian 
journalist went on to reveal 
that the two had called 
skipper Kapil Dev to the 
room, well after midniglit 
and that Kapil had agreed, 
in the interests of the team, 
to include Srikkanth the 
next day. 

The Sun splashed the 
somewhat incredible tale 
across its front page. 


Time Out 

Head over heels 

P OOR John McEnroe 
seems to be going 
tlirough bad times. Things 
are so awful that he wants 
to lake two or three 
months complete rest from 
tennis. This was his im¬ 
mediate and emotional 
reaction to the stunning 5- 
7, 6-4, 6-1 defeat he suf¬ 
fered at the hands of Brad 
Gilbert in the first round of 
the Nabisco Masters. 

“I need to stop for a 
while because if I go on 
losing to the (Alberts of this 
world. I’ll want to stop for 
good, ’’ said a dejected 
McEnroe. 

‘Tve just got so much 
else on my mind right now, 
there’s nt) way I can do 
justice to my tennis. I’m 
just not fit. Half the time 
Tatum feels sick. 1 leel 


4& 

sick, too. I'm not joking 
'fhey say there is such a 
things as sympathetic pain, 
don’t they? 

There are many people 
who think the same way 
too, Mr McEnroe. 

"I went out there saying 
to myself, ‘Now lets just 
play tennis and get on with 
it’. 

And what happens? The 
same old thing. I blow up at 
the people in the stands. I 
yell at thelinesman; the 
umpire could have de¬ 
faulted me. I must be 
crazy.’’ 

Bjorn Borg feels that 
“everything is jumping out 
at him (McEnroe) at this 
time and it will only be a 
matter of time before 
McEnroe sorts things out. 
Lets's hope so, or else the 
world would lose one of the 
greats in tennis. 


Sunny smiles 


Sugar n spice and all that’s nice. That’s 
what Morton Sweets are made of. 


Full of creamy, milky goodness. And 
glucose for that extra energy A delicious 
choice of Chocolate and (Coconut Cookies 
Rose Eclairs. Chocolate, Supreme, Deluxe 
toffees. I actobonbons. And many, many 
more. 


So take your pick. Morton Sweets are 
delicious. 
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' .if ffJanuary'! lie En- 

i ■ ^aj^shWoriici's 

I ‘ Cricket Assoi iunon bans 12 
i Enp^sh women > rirketers 

' currently tourii '.i' South 

) Africa from ifjjjc.sentiag 

;i their count; v .i^ainst India 

this KuniiiK' . 

The Aii'.i ''•.'li.'tt State Plan- 
ninK -iod t ‘jn.'^ervation 
Mini''' > V flci idc to pre- 
sei '. I ‘ all the loraier homes 
ol tlieii hero. Sir Donald 
Hi.-dman. Tltisis being 
(ioiir a.-; part of the coun¬ 
try's heritage. 

Stefan Edberg is upset by 
Johan Kriek in the Grand 
Prix Masters tennis tourna¬ 
ment at New York. Also 
crashing out of the Masters 
is Henri Leconte, who 
loses to Andres Gomez. 
Other seeds who move up 
are Mats Wilander and 
Boris Becker. 

if January India re- 
I W1 urn compliments 
to Australia with a eight- 
wicket win over them in a 
one-day WSC game at Mel¬ 
bourne. Sent in to bat after 
Border lost the toss, Au¬ 
stralia are shot out for 161 
and India overhaul the 
score with ease. 

John McEnroe, currently 
seeded number two in the 
world, still cannot find form 
as he goes down 7-5,4-6,1- 
6 to Brad Gilbert in the first 
round of the Masters tennis 
tournament. 

January I'he 5th 
a NehniGold Cup 
soccer toumamnU gets 
under way at Trivandrum 
with hosts India getting a 
0-6 drubbing at the hands of 
.Soviet Union. Scoring 
tlurice in each half, the 
Soviet team totally domin¬ 
ate the game witnessed by 
over ;15.(I()() people. 

The recent suspen.sion 
does not seem to have 
done much good to John 
McEnroe as he notches up 
another $ 1,000 fine for 


making an obscene gesture 
during his match against 
Brad Gilbert at the Masters 


if OJaimary India fail 
I Wto set up a decent 
total against New Zealand 
and lose their WSC one-day 
encounter at Perth. Batting 
first, the Indian batsmen 
make just 113 runs to let 
the New Zealanders romp 
to victory. 

China manage to keep 
ahead of South Korea by 
the odd goal in three to win 
their match in the Nehru 
Cup soccer tournament 


Tlie Australian Cricket 
Board announce their 
itinerary for the forthcom¬ 
ing Australian cricket tour 
to India starting on 2 
September. Scheduled to 
play three Tests; on 18 
September, on 26 Septem¬ 
ber, and on 16 October, 
they will also play five one- 
day internationals as well as 
some minor matches. 

if ffJanuary Austra- 
I ^rlia confirm their 
place in the Benson and 
Hedges WSC one-day 
cricket tournament as they 
beat New Zealand by four 
wickets at the WACA 
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No, It’S not a good touch*up job. Sixteen-ysar>old 
Grant Moodle of Sydney actually plays tennis, and 
two other sports, for his school although his ri^t leg 
had to amputated when he was just three because of 
cancer. No wonder hia schoolmates nicknamed him 
'Iron Man’ 


ground, Perdi. Hus takes 
the Austrafian pdnts taSy 
to seven, a clear three 
ahead of India who, in turn, 
are one ahead of New Zea¬ 
land. 

East Germany squeeze 
past Peru by a solitary goal 
in the round robin league 
match of the Nehru Gold 
Cup soccer tournament at 
Trivandrum. 

Syed Modi makes it six-in- 
a-row as he wins the men’s 
singes at the Badminton 
Nationals at Kota. Also re¬ 
taining her title is Madhu- 
mita Bist, who beats Ami 
Ghia in the women's singles 
r final, 
i 

f Former England opener, 

3 Geoff Boycott, is richer by 
I £1,00,000 as a spinster fan, 
Phyllis Culpan, had made 
out her will in favour of the 
Yorkshireman. Also be¬ 
nefiting from the will is 
Boycott’s companion Anne 
Wyatt, who gets £3,000 for 
visiting Ms, Culpan every¬ 
day while she was ill. 

ivan Lendl collects his third 
Masters title as he beats 
Boris Becker 6-2, 7-6, 6-3 
in the final of the Grand 
Prix Masters tennis tourna¬ 
ment at New York. 

January India 
M ware beaten 0-2 by 
South Korea in the Ntfhra 
Gold Cup stKcer tourna¬ 
ment at Trivandrum. 

A if January Austra- 
mii I lia score a huge tot¬ 
al of 292 and intimidate 
India to surrender the figfrt 
and manage just 192 at the 
end of their 50 overs in a 
WSC match at Sydney. 
With this 100-run victory, 
Australia are weU set in the 
points table. 

Claudia Khode-Kilsch 
makes Martina Navratfiova 
fi^dit for the New England 
Virginia Slims tennis tide as 
she i^es down 6-4,1-6, 

4-6 at Worcester. 





Crossword 

Mudar 



Ranjit Ghose 


Bridge: 

Boris Schapiro 


321 



ACROSS 

1. Destination of swimmer crossing the 
English Channel from Calais (5) 

3. ‘Phantom’ cricketer (5) 

5. Left armor's ball that does not 

deviate (3) 

7. Court divider (3) 

8. Limb fracture for a cricketing break 

(3) 

13 and 15. Cootie for an Australian 

cricketer who toured India in 
1979-80(6) 

14. Country in which the first 
international cricket match was 
played (1,1,1) 

16. You need a strong 'this' game to win 
in chess (3) 

17. Squash player Bey starts before 
noon (3) 


DOWN 

1. He played bowls while the Spanish 
Armada drew nearer (5) 

2. Bjorn Borg’s middle name (4) 

3. Unpunctual cut shot in cricket (4) 

4. Kushti In Iran, Sumo in Japan, 
Sambo in Russia. What is it in 
Turkey? (5) 

6. Venue of the 1956 Olympic Games 
(S) 

8. Actor Burt may be mistaken for a 
cricketing venue in Australia (9) 

11. Flower to be for a naturalised British 
runner (4) 

9 and 10. Sian McCabe, Cricketer, was 
nloknafnedthl8(6) 

12. Hockey player to have played for 
India and Pakistan (4) 


QUESTIONS 

1. Which was the first club to beat the 
formidable Real Madrid in a 
European Cup tie? 

2. 'TT' stands for a particular trophy. 
What is it? 

3. Which was the first large football 
stadium in Brazil constructed by a 
club? 

4. Who is the bowler to have got a Test 
hat-trick dismissing Goddard, 
Ramadhin and Gilchrist? 

5. In which year was Garfield Sobers 
knighted? 

6. In the 1982 World Cup soccer, 
Hungary was manag^ by one of its 
great former internationals. Who is 
he? 

7. Three English cricketers made their 
debut in the Test which was W.G. 
Grace’s last. Who were they and 
when did it take place? 

8. Who scored the first Test hundred 
for South Africa? 

9. Long before the famous West Indian 
speedster, a "Hall”—he also was a 
bowler—had played Test cricket. 
Who was he and which country did 
he represent? 

ANSWERS 
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SOLUTtON 320 



The Swiss team was less success! u ; 
than usual in the European Cham | 
pionship, but their 25.5 victory ovei 
France will be ample compensatioi, 
(This really means 25-0, as anything 
less than 5 for the losers would have 
been a minus score under Uie old 
system.) 

A substantial gain for the winners 
came from a deal that will be the best 
remembered from the championship: 


4 K Q 

c;? K J 8 7 5 3 
0 9 6 3 
♦ 64 


♦ AJ10876, 
5 2 

O' - 

O 10 5 

♦ Q 10 2 



♦ 943 
10 

O K J 7 2 

♦ K 9 8 7 3 


♦ — 

A Q 9 6 4 2 
O A Q 8 4 
♦ A J 5 


South was the dealer and East-West 
were vulnerable. There were no great - . 
sensations in the closed room where the ■ ': 
bidding went. 


South 

West 

North 

East 

Perron 

Colians 

Chemia 

Catsets 

1H 

3S 

4H 

pass 

4S 

pass 

5H 

pass 

6H 

pass 

pass 

pass 


The North hand could hardly have 
been more disappointing A lov,r club- 
was led and South could not avoW 
losing a club and a diamond 50 to 
Switzerland 

At the other table the bidding was: 


East 

Lebel 

48 

pass 

pass 


North's jump to six hearts is difficult to f- 
understand. At this vulnerability he can, 
hardly have been expecting to trap the 
opposition into a foolish sacrifice. 
However... 

Soulet led, of ail cards, the ip of 
clubs. Lebel quite naturally, let this run 
to the jack. Bernascon ruffed spades in 
his own hand and played off dummy's 
trump. Still thinking that he had to keep 
two cards to guard his king of clubs. 

East parted with diamonds. That was 
1510 to Switzerland and a 17-point gain. :j 


South 

West 

North 

ernos- 

Souiet 

Doche 

coni 

3S 

4H 

1H 

pass 

6H 

5D 

7H 

pass 

pass 


IxeeUent: 17-18, Good: 15. Fair: 14. 





CRICKET 

CONTRASTS 

FROM CREASE TO COMMENTARY BOX 


In the fourth edited extract from his book, Jim Laker profiles 
the gentlemen of the press who share the box with him now. 
The book is published by Stanley Paul and priced at £ 7.95 


I HAVE lost count of the number of 
people who have envied tne my way 
of life over the past 30 years. Many of 
them, naturally enough, are those 
people who spend most of their lives 
working in some job for which.they 
have no jpreat love and can hardly wait 
for the weekends to indulge their 
sporting fantasies or simply get away 
from-it all by watching their particular 
counties. Others are prominent perso¬ 
nalities in Uie worlds of business, 
commerce or the arts who have risen 
to the very top of their chosen profes¬ 
sions. And it never ceases to amaze 
me how many of them would have 
sacrificed everything just for the 
chance to play in a Test match at 
Lord’s or tour Australia as a member 
of the England team. 

Personally. I always felt that if 1 had 
not been lucky enough to be endowed 
with sufficient skill to play the game at 
the highest level, tlie next best thing 
would certainly have been to write 
about it. So 1 consider myself doubly 
fortunate in that I was invited into the 
- Press Box as long ago as 1961 to 
cover all five Test s against Australia 
for the now defunct Daily Sketch and 
am still enjoying the company of the 
1 , gentlemen of the Press in my work for 


the Daily Express. 

It never occurred to me that 1 
should ever talk about the game or be 
asked to commentate on live action 
and it was quite by chance that I 
drifted into television, which has 
suited me far better than radio would 
have done. 1'here are no problemn 
‘talking over' or ‘filling in' for a few 
minutes on television but to keep 
going for such lengthy rieriods as the 
commentators do on radio has never 
really appealed to me. I do have the 
utmost admiration for those who can 
sustain the listeners’ interest and in 
this respect John Arlott lias had no 
peer. He remains for me our number 
one broadcaster. 

With this sort of background—play¬ 



er, pressman and broadcaster—I feel 
1 can claim some sort of authority to 
assess the varied contributions made 
by my colleagues in the media, though 
I appreciate that it means treading on 
a fairly slippery slope. Ever since the 
game began, there has been an ele¬ 
ment of distrust between players and 
Press, and most cricketers tend to 
avoid discussing the relationship for 
fairly obvious reasons. 

Yet it seems to me that the rapport 
has improved greatly in recent years. 
And 1 have to smile when I hear some 
of the present-day England players— 
notably Bob Willis, Ian Botham and 
David Gower, none of whom seem to 
have had an awful lot to complain 
about—moaning about the treatment 
they have received firom the media. 
They will never believe me, 1 know, 
but I can assure them that it was a lot 
more vicious in my day. 

We hear a great deal of the word 
‘pressure’ from today’s leading sports¬ 
men yet I find it hard' to comprehend 
that there has been any more press¬ 
ure on, say, Willis and Greg Chappell 
than there was on Len Hutton and 
Don Bradman. The Don, in particular, 
was never free from the attentions <rf 
the Press and at one time what he had 



for breakfast was considered to be a 
news Item. 

The enormous increase m radio and 
television coverage has obviously 
made extra demands dF the players 
but It does not cause the same kmd of 
aggravation as there was when there 
were so many more newspapers—and 
consequently pressmen —for ever on 
the look-out for any scrap of informa¬ 
tion. Most of the national daihes, 
including the News Chronicle, the 
Daily Herald and the Sketch, which all 
bit foe dust in rapid succession along 
with several Sunday papers, employed 
not only a cricket correspondent but 
often a ‘name’ writer as well who had 
to have his’ghost’with him And 
London alone could boast three even 
mgs, foe Standard, foe New's and the 
Star 

So when we went to Australia in 
1958, for instance, the players were 
outnumbered by the Press by some 
fomg like three to one and you can 
well imagme what it was like spendmg 
three weeks at sea on board the Ibena 
surrounded bv 40 or 50 newspaper 
men all under pressure from their 
offices to provide a different story 
every day 1 well remember one ol the 
London evening papei writers show 
mg me a table he had just received 
from his editor It contained just • wo 
words ‘Remove digit’ Inthecir 
cumstances, it was not suipnsing that 
there were a few mcidents not condu 
ave to good player—Press relations 

I had been tipped off about one 
particular Australian columnist—a cei 
tarn Jim Mather—who had established 
quite a horrendous i eputatiun among 
foe England cncketcrs because ot his 
slanderous ‘scoops’ Apparently on 
one tour before foe war, he so in 
censed mam of the players that he 
was last seen being pursued down a 
smgie-track railway Ime by a murder 
ous-looking posse led by Bill Vote 
befoie disappearing mto the bush 
They obviously failed to catch hnn— 
for when we arriyed in Sydney there 
was Jim waitmg to greet us 

Yet I never had any problem with 
him I^^enever 1 had a bit of informa¬ 
tion—never sensational or scandalous 
but quite newsworthy all the same— I 
used to slip It to him and consequently 
he never plagued me Thei e were still 
the usual scandalous stories about late 
lught parties, drmking bouts and the 
rest which mevitably begin to appear 
when fomgs are not gomg well on a 
tour^ but one learned to live with 
those, and hope that foe little lady 


13.000 miles away would do foe same 
Even so, it was not difficult to envis¬ 
age foe situation on a miserable, 
bitterly cold February morning back 
home when the milkman, having just 
digested his morning papers, would 
treat her to a wry si^e and words to 
the effect that at least the old man 
appeared to be enjoymg himself. 

Bob Willis’s team got a taste of how 
bad It used to be on the 1983-4 tour of 
New Zealand and Pakistan which was 
soured by all kinds of wild allegations 
about sex orgies and pot-smokmg, but 
they were the work of ‘hard’ news¬ 
men and so-called mvestigative jour¬ 
nalists and thankfully foe days of foe 
sensation-seekmg cricket writers 
seem to have gone. And consequently 
relations between players and Ifress 
have become far more harmonious. 

'niere has been a considerable 
change in foe kind of people filling the 
Press box seats these days When I 
was playing, the majonty were jour¬ 
nalists who had arrived in the tradi¬ 
tional manner from foe ranks of junior 
reporters on provincial newspapers, 
learning their trade the hard way 
before breaking mto Fleet Street 
Alex Bannister, Crawford White, 
Frank Rostron, Bill Bailey and Bruce 
Hams are names that spnng to mind 
Such people still form the backbone of 
the present-day correspondents, such 
as my own colleague Pat Gibson, 
Michael Carey, Peter Smith and Alan 
Lee. the last two havmg benefited, 
like several others, from early trainmg 
at Reg Hayter’s long-established Lon 
don agency 

Alongside them are to be found a 
batch of former first-class cricketers 
who have taken up foe pen after 
distinguished playmg careers Rohm 
Marlar. Tony Lewis, Jack Bannister 

1 wefl rerriember oiTC 
of the London 
evening paper writers 
showing me o ooble 
He hod just reoelved 
from his editor. It 
contained just two 
wiMds: 'iWiove 
digit.'It was not 
surprising thot there 
wereo few inefekrtts 
notcpnduci>^e,tp it 


Enc Hill and Tony Pawson art mo 
them, foouj^ Ridue Benaud an 1 th 
late Jack Fingleton cannot really bi 
placed m that category since they 
were framed reporters before stai tm 
then- cricket careers. Yet another 
grouping contains Peter Laker, John 
Thicimesse and Henry Blofeld, good 
cncketers who did not quite make the 
first-class scene before embarkmg on 
journalistic byes 

Finally, it is easy to recognize the 
old—or should I say former—Test 
cncketers who abnost make up a team 
themselyes as their number steadily 
grows They supplement their mcom- 
es with frequent and sometimes highly 
cntical observations, and not surfm- 
smgly foe current players se«n to 
take far more exceptiim to their writ- 
mgs than some of foe more bona fide 
joumabsts 

Yet nothmg is more certam than m 
foe next decade we shall see tlm 
Wilbs’s and the Gowers replacmg foe 
Truemans and the Comptons and they 
m turn will come m for the same kind 
ofcomplamts It all adds to the 
contmumg debate about the game of 
cncket, probably better represented 
m the Press than any other sport. 

Most reporters, if they are honest, 
will admit to haymg then* own partuni- 
lar fayountes on the cncket field, and I 
am no different from other cncketers 
who have their own particular 
favountes among foe Press 

I mourned the passmg of Neville 
Cardus—^not that 1 ever had a hi^ 
regard for his technical knowledge, 
borne of his wntmg was unforgettable 
and I know almost by heart his auto¬ 
biography which mcludes the account 
of foe last Roses encounter before the 
1939—45 war On foe same pedestal 
as Cardus, 1 would place R C 
Robertson Glasgow, John Arlott and 
Alan Ross for theu* books Ross’s 
Cape Summer, published back m 
1957, IS a classic 

For foe day-to-day reportmg of the 
game, I was ^ways an E W Swanton 
lai When it came to producing a far 
and accurate account of a day’s play, 
he did It better than anyone else, even 
though some of the old ‘professionals’ 
bebved there was a certam bias in 
favour of foe amateur There is no 
doubt that there are distinct advan¬ 
tages m working for a paper ake 
theDaily Telegraph which gives a 
massive amount of column space to 
cncket and allows its men to cover 
play m much greater detail. Many of 
their daily newspaper colleagues are 




Bcx)k Extract 


54 

allowed only seven cr eight para¬ 
graphs in which Ihfv can only highlight 
• > the outstanding « vcni> and I am sure 
tot several wonid have been much 
ihore highly rated aad they worked for 
't' the Telvgra/jk I he Times or the 
Gtaardiiin. 

Forniam u irs, Allan tiihson has 
been a piol;fi( uiitcr and commenta- 
tor, a man of gie it talent whose wit 
' appeals to a vToss-section of the 
commurnf t And as a purely profes¬ 
sional i<(oni:iii>l, the late Brian Chap- 
rnan was rb. 

1 first sa w I Irian during the England 
four of the West Indies in 1953 when 
hr-joint'd tis because it seemed there 
might hr some political problem in 
(ieorgetown. He had held senioredito- 
rial appointments in Fleet Street but 
had tired of being desk-bound and 
relished the freedom of a trip to the 
Caribbean. But he freely admitted that 
liis knowledge of the ganu' was in¬ 
finitesimal and made it clear Uiat any 
help would be appreciated. None of us 
had ever heard anything like that from 
a reporter before and the learn look to 
him immediately. 

He became a cricket convert and 
graced the Press box for tin* next 25 
years. To watch him work was a 
revelation, to mi' at least. He would 
sit quietly for most of tlie day. just 
taking the odd note. 'I'lien, well into 
the last session, out would eome the 
typewriter and, with scarcely a mo¬ 
ment’s hesitation, his copy was 
pounded out and phoned through and 
he was on his way almost before the 
players had finished their showers. 

As a bowler of oft-spiimers, Robin 
Marlar was an enigma. On his day. Ire 
was in the very top flight and could 
consider himself most unlucky not to 
play for fvngland. There were other 
days, though, Uiat were best forgot¬ 
ten. And 1 cannot help tliinkiiig that in 
many wavs his writing lias followed a 
similar pattern. Blessed wiiii a brilliant 
academic mind, lu' has produced some 
real masterjaeces, but some of Ids 
theories I have tound difficult evi'ii to 
follow never mind to understand. Still. 
1 turn most readily to my Sundny 
Times each weekend. 

It was for an entirely different 
reason tliat my old friend and col¬ 
league All (r(u ei was for a long time 
the envy oi ,ill his colleagues in tlie 
Press. Me Held the posit ion of cricket 
correspondent of the Sunday Minor 
and throughout the summer he would 
either drive or take a Satui day morn¬ 
ing tram before settling d< iwn to write 



Radio's team is led 
by Brian Johnston, 
the youngest 
70-year-old in the 
business whose 
enthusiasm for the 
gome has never wavered 


his Sunday feature without ever hav¬ 
ing the harassment of such daily proh 
lems as deadlines, constant rewntes 
or difficult subeditors. A winter biiir 
almost amounted to a six-month paid 
holiday with a luxurious three or 
four-week cruise to enjoy before set¬ 
tling down in Australia where lu- was 
only required to produce cojiy once a 
week. The story got around that ho 
knew every grain of sand on Bondi 
Beach and eventually became an hon¬ 
orary member of the Beach Club. 

On a sad note, 1 must mention two 
gentlemen of the I’re.ss who wrote 
their final paragraphs at an early age 
Ron Roberts and Clive Taylor were 
held in the Itighest regard by the 
players as well as the wliole of the 
media and both have been greatly 
missed. They made their contribu¬ 
tions to the memorable plirasos and 
sentences I liave read ov er tlu' 
years—tliough the aullior of the one 
that springs most readily to tnitul had 
btdter remain anonymous. One I'ven- 
tng in 1950 after a luird day in the field 
against the West Indies at tlie Ot al, 1 
sank into a corner seat on the tram 
home, unfolded my copy ot the Star 
and read: ‘Bedser finally clean bow'led 


Weekes with a ball he should have left 
well alone’. I suppose it could have 
been a bad line between Kennington 
and the copytaker. 

More recently—and more amusing 
—was Michael Carey’s description of 
Derek Pringle pulling a muscle while 
writing letters, though in the Essex 
all- rounder’s defence 1 was a witness 
when Johnny Wardle damaged a cartil¬ 
age while playing snixiker and also 
missed a ’Test match. 

Pat Gibson brought howls of delight 
to many dressing rooms when cover¬ 
ing the Headingly Test between Eng¬ 
land and Pakistan in 1982. Poor Vic 
Marks was utterly penilexed facing 
the spin of Abdul Qadir who finally 
bowled him with a googiy. ‘I am not 
quite sure what Vic Marks wa.s read¬ 
ing at Oxford,’ wrote Pat, ‘but it was 
certainly not ieg-breks and gixiglies.’ 

One aspect of cricket reporting 
which 1 am sure will surprise many 
current England players as much as 
did me when J first encountered d is 
the lot) per cent loyalty to English 
cricket to he found in the Press Ixix. 
Without exception, the English jour¬ 
nalists aie desperately anxious to see 
their side come out on top, and it is 
iK'ver mure obvious than when we are 
doing well and there is a solid repre¬ 
sentation of overseas reporters jire- 
sent. 

Their criticism ol England teams 
when we are not doing .so well can 
often hi' measured in terms ol dis¬ 
appointment and 1 always felt that a 
good example of this was provided by 
till* attitude of one ot the most con¬ 
troversial characters ever to write 
alxiut cricket, h.M. Wellings o( the 
London Eveniiifi News. In his early 
days, ’Lyn’ Wellings was a very useful 
cricketer, both at Oxford and on 
occasions with Surrey. No one could 
ever doubt his great knowledge of the 
game and few people, were more in 
love with it than he was — though he 
may not have admitted it too often. 
The problem was he set standards for 
all our players possibly on too high a 
plane and if anyone fell short of those 
standards he could become both vi¬ 
cious and cynical. In Australia, he 
could not be described as England’s 
most popular or diplomatic ambassa¬ 
dor but the feeling was mutual and his 
most sleepless nights would occur 
when w'l; we.re getting a hammering. 
Like all the players, 1 would come 
under the whip myself every now and 
again, yet for all that 1 have to say that 
1 always found E. M. W. interesting 



and very readable. 

It would probably be interesting to 
hear his views on another section of 
the media whose status seems to have 
grown dramatically in recent years— 
the scorers or, to be more exact, the 
statisticians. Gone are the days of the 
scorers pure and simple, treasuring 
their small, greenbound books. They 
have been overtaken by men with 
much more sophisticated methods, 
originated soon after the war by 
Arthur Wrigley, Jack Price and Roy 
Webber and developed to a highly 
professional level by Bill Frindall and 
Irving Rosenwater. It is strange that 
the first three named all died suddenly 
at an early age between 1962 and 
196.6 and the same fate befell Michael 
Fordham in 1982 when he was only 
53. With Irving Rosenwater emigrat¬ 
ing to Australia to join the Packer gold 
rush, the way was clear for Wendy 
Wimbush to become the first full-time 
professional lady scorer and add her 
name to the illu.strious list 

Most of us on radio and television 
watched with amusement the intense 
rivalry that existed for several years 
between Frindall and Rosenwater on 
radio and television respectively. The 
enormous amount of detail pertaining 
to cricket statistics and the glut of 
Test matches these days means that 
records are going by the board almost 
every day and it became a battle royal 
as they tried to scoop one another. 

As individuals, they are poles apart. 
Irving’s profound knowledge of the 
game is largely based on hours of 
study, prolific reading and the most 
conscientious obervation as a specta¬ 
tor. His playing career was of a limited 
nature, though he gives us all constant 
reminders of the slip catches he used 
to take off the bowling of Ken Higgs in 
Services cricket. But, more than any¬ 
thing, his biography of Sir Donald 
Bradman, skilfully researched, packed 
with detail and compiled almost as a 
labour of love, epitomizes the man. At 
the drop of a liat, he could supply 
some tittle known fact about a certain 
player—yet the odds would be stack¬ 
ed heavily against him recognise the 
same player should he suddenly 
appear in the commentary box. 

Bill Frindall is a completely different 
character who will go down in cricket 
history as the first person to make a 
profitable living firom keeping the 
score. Hard-woridng, conscientious 
and very, very profcsional, he has 
probed the depths of the game's 
statistics as no man before him and for 
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The Impact that 
Arlott had made for 
the best part of 40 
years was immense 
and there was no 
way he could ever 
be replaced 


his industry alone he is deserving of 
his success. In a chantpng world, he 
has become almost as well known as 
the players who supply his needs. 

One lias to wonder, though, how 
valuable are the thousands of facts and 
figures so readily supplied by these 
diligent individuals. They must be 
extremely valuable, to radio commen¬ 
tators who have time to fill, and on 
television too I must admit they do 
help to fill in some awakward mo¬ 
ments, but with so many flying 
through the air on any given day it is 
vital to be able to sort out the relevant 
ones. Heaven forbid that one day we 
shall be told that David Gower lias just 
made his l.OtKltli stop in the gully. On 
the other hand, it is of interest to learn 
that a certain batsman has been repe¬ 
atedly caught by the wicket-keeper or 
if Trueman and Bob Willis have both 
exceeded 300 wickets in Test match 
cs. But it took Fred 671'ests to reach 
3t)7 wickets and Willis nearer 90 to 
overtake him. And if you look further 
bick you will discover that the great 
.Sydney Barnes took his 189 Test 
wickets at seven per match. At that 
rate, he would have collected 469 
wickets m 67 Tests whilst in 90 his 


would have been no fewer tliao 630. 
or more than double Willis’s strikinj^ 
rate! 

Elsewhere in this book and in va 
nous other publications, I have discu 
sed television coverage and the peo 
pie involved. But I would like to say a 
word or two on behalf of our col¬ 
leagues on the radio who have come in 
for some pretty harsh criticism firom 
various quarters duting the past year 
or so. They have been accused of 
falling standards, yet that was only to 
be expected after the departure of 
John Arlott. TTie impact he had made 
for the best part of 40 years was 
immense and there was no way in 
which he could ever have been ade¬ 
quately replaced. 

'file critics suggest that the radio 
commentators get themselves in¬ 
volved in too many peripheral subjects 
rather than concentrating on the game 
it sell and consider that few people are 
interested m lengthy chats about the 
state of health of Fred Trueman's dog 
or the quality of the latest batch of 
cream cakes. But 1 consider that they 
have a more exacting task than we do 
on television. And, quite frankly, 1 
should like to hear some of the more, 
strident critics keeping ri^dly to the 
game itself throughout'a six-hour day 
as four fast bowlers dawdle back 30 
yards to deliver each ball. 

Radio’s team is led by Brian John¬ 
ston, tlie youngest 70-year-old in the 
business whose enthusiasm for the 
game lias never wavered. He is a 
perlect example of the many people in 
the media who would willingly have 
sacrificed most things in life to have 
been a Test cricketer. One writer and 
broadcaster who was, of course, is 
Trevor Bailey who, in my view, 
stands head and .shoulders above any 
other radio comments man. He is 
accurate to a degree in his assess¬ 
ments wluch are always concise and 
very much to the point, thereby giv in g 
a g(Kxl balance to the programme. 

Finally, no chapter on the media 
would be complete without a mention 
of the two leading photograi^ers— 
Patrick Eagar and Adrian ^rrell. It 
was Patrick who first brought a new 
dimension to cricket photo^phy and 
with Adrian emulating him in recent 
years they have built up a library 
containing examples of their art which 
have enriched the game to an extent 
that the great players Of the past coidd 
never possiUy have dreamed of. 
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T he older I Kt*t, I he better a 
cricketer I su'sn to become. 
People reme'i'.lier the great 
days—5rui 1 1 .is when I took 
J eifdit'wickets f. ;r r wc i runs in the 
(: Eti^and Test i Vial at Park Avenue, 
Bradford, in i ' f t and 19 wickets for 
' 90 against at Old Trafford, 

j, Manchesict, in i 9r;G. But they tend to 
;, forget that iii. o' were bad days too— 
such as will'll 1 finished with match 
!, figure- >! ‘ii'i e for 206 as Australia 
reach' n a i eci jrd 404 for three to beat 
: , us at i 'e.i'iiriRlcy, Leeds, in 1948 and 
wlien 1 took two for 154 fading that 
g)--',;( West Indian triumvirate of 
V\ i cke.s (2tte), Worrell (167) and Wal¬ 
cott (124) at Port-of-Spain, Triradad, 
11119.54. 

Cricket is unique in this respect: no 
other sport seems to live so much in 
the past, glorifying the old, dispara¬ 
ging the new. When 1 was playing, 
grown men would come up to me 
asking me for my autograph for their 
sons; nowadays small boys approach 
seeldng my sigruture for their dads! 
And although it is now more Bian a 
quarter of a century since I played in 
my last Test match, 1 find myself in 
greater demand than 1 have ever 
been. 

In recent years, I have been as far 
afield as Auckland, New Zealand, and 
Cape Town, South Africa, just to 
speak at cricket dinners. 1 have ar¬ 
rived in Edinburgh in deepest winter 
to find cricket fanatics travelling-30 
miles or more through several feet of 
snow to hear me talk about the game. 
And I have now found myself part of a 
new cricket phenomenon—^nostalgic 
evenings hosted by Brian Johnston 
which have attracted hug^ audiences 
all round the country. One February 
night at Bristol, getting on for 2,000 
people were at the Colston Hall to 
hear Tom (}raveney, Ray Illingworth 
and myself yarning about the old 
times. In other words, there were 
twice as many people ready to turn 
out on a winter’s evening to listen to 
us talk about the game than seem 
prepared to sit in the sun and watch 
some of the greatest cricketers of the 
day actually playing the game against 
(lloucesiershire! 

I am not complaining. Cricket’s grip 
on the public’s affection has enabled 
me to ntake a reasonable living as a 
television commentator, newspaper 
columnist, after-dinner speaker, 
raconteur even—all roles in which I 
never quite envisaged myself when I 
was playing. But I do think that we 



I mourned the 


passing of Neville 

Cardus-not that I 

ever hod a high 
rejgord for his 
technical knowledge. 
Some of his writing 
was unforgettable 


need to get things into perspective. 
And that is why I want to use my owm 
career to illustrafe just how much the 
game of cricket lias changed during 
the past 30 years. 

Some things have changed for the 
better; some for the worse. And while 
these developments have inevitably 
changed the character of cricket and 
cricketers, 1 consider myself lucky to 
have enjoyed the best of both worlds. 

For today’s cricketers live in a 
different world fi'om the one I knew 
during my playing days. Now, spon¬ 
sors seem to provide for their every 
need from the cars which they drive to 
the equipment they use, not to men¬ 
tion the clothes they wear both on and 
off the field. Then, 1 travelled to my 
first Test match at Lord’s on a no. 157 
bus. I had to buy all my own clothes 
from shirts and trousers down to 
socks and jock-straps. And the only 
equipment I was ever given was one 
bat ^r season. 

Now, England players are paid up¬ 
wards of £1,500 for appearing in a 
Test match, thanks to the magnificent 
^nsorstup of the Comhill Insurance 
Company, and more than £10,CK)0 for 
going on an overseas tour. Then, I 


received £75 for my first Test—phis a 
third-class rail ticket to get there from 
the preceding county match—and 
£300 for my first tour. 

As an illustration of the enormous 
difference in remuneration, I have 
worked out that after 13 years in ffie 
game I earned £15,070—made up of 
£2,370 for playing in 29 Tests, £2,7.00 
fen: five overseas tours and £10,000 
for 13 seasons with Surrey—^thou^ I 
'was fortunate that my benefit m 19K 
coincided with my taking those 19 
wickets against Australia at Old Traf¬ 
ford, as a result of which I managed to 
make as much as £11,000. At present 
rates of pay, 29 Test matches 
(£43,500) five tours (£50,000) and 13 
years on a county’s staff (£117,000) 
would bring in a grand total of 
£210,500. And these day s a benefici¬ 
ary of international standing would be 
very disappointed if he did not get at 
least £60,000. 

Obviously the cricketer of the fif¬ 
ties was desperately underpaid, de¬ 
spite the fact that we were quite 
accustomed to pla^g in front of 
crowds of 30,000 in County Ctum- 
pionship matches. It was not that the 
counties were mean and miserly. It 
was simply that players’ salaries came 
solely from gate receipts since there 
was no such th^j as sponsorship let 
alone the massive share-out of money 
now received from television and 
radio. 

Having said all that, 1 must make it 
perfectly clear that I do not begrudge 
the blokes one new penny of what 
they earn today—^providing they are 
good enough to earn it. Players like 
Ian Botham, David Gower and Bob 
Willis are fiilly entitled to the kind of 
money that comes their way. T^ey 
have reached the top of their diosen 
profession and, having done that, 
there is no reason why they should 
not be paid as much as the stars in 
other sports, like tennis, golf and 
football. 

No, there is no jealousy in my 
mind—for the simple reason that if I 
had my time again I would choose to 
play at the time I did play. It was a 
fiiendlier game then, for a start. On 
the field, it was fiercely competitive 
but we seldom went over the top, as 
they seem to do so often now, in our 
reaction to success and failure. Un- 
gentlemanly conduct, bad manners, 
Assent—call it what you wiU but it is 
not nice to see. Off the field, too, 
there seems to be a groM^ churlish¬ 
ness in players’ attitudes, espedaSy 





towards the Press and, indirectly, the 
pubHc, since they are the people they 
represent. I had my share of public¬ 
ity—good, bad and indifferent—at a 
time when reporters hounded the 
players to a far greater degree and 
had to learn to live with it. Once you 
have become a famous sportsman, not 
to say a superstar, you must expect to 
come under close scrutiny from the 
media. 

If it was easier to accept that in the 
fifties, then I think it is also fair to say 
that it was easier to become success¬ 
ful than it is now. 

The main reason for that was the 
state of the wickets, which, many 
people tend to forget, invariably gov¬ 
ern the way the game is played. There 
is no question that, by and large, 
wickets were a lot better then than 
they are now. It is ve^ seldom these 
days, even in Test cricket, that you 
find a pitch where the bounce is 
regular, very seldom that a bowler of 
any class cannot get movement off the 
pitch—hence the great temptation for 
captains to persevere with quick bow¬ 
lers to the detriment of the spinners. 

Another important factor in the way 
the game has changed is the cricket 
ball itself. My old .Surrey and England 
colleague Alec Bedser has a collection 
of cricket balls used 30 years ago 
which bear little relation to the kind of 
balls they have today. 'I'hey were all 
hand-made and hand-polished—and 
within a matter of 20 overs the sliinc 
would have disappered despite ail the 
efforts of the bowlers who used to rub 
them on their trousers just as franti¬ 
cally as they do now. The seam would 
soon have been flattened and in places 
like Brisbane and Barbados the cover 
would hav« changed colour from red 
to brown with little pieces coming out 
of it from contact with the rock-lwd 
pitch. And there was no question of 
the fielding side having the ball 
changed. That just did not happen in 
those days. 

How different it is now. The making 
of cricket balls by hand is one of the 
old crafts that has disappeared—again 
for economic reasons—and we are in 
the age of machine-made cricket balls 
coated with polyurethane which retain 
their shine and seam tliroughout a full 
day's play. And still the bowlers are 
not satisfied, judging by the number of 
limes they want tiie b^l changed. 

With the wickets and the balls in 
their favour, it is just as well that the 
no-ball law was changed a few years 
ago, otherwise it would be totally 



When it came to 
producing a fair ond 
accurate account of 
the day's play, 
Swanton did it better 
than anyone else 


impossible to bat at all againsi the kind 
of fast howling barrage we are now 
accustomed to seeing from the West 
ladies. It is bad enough having to 
contend with their fearsome pace, 
dangerous bounce and disconcerting 
movement off the seam and through 
the air—but at least they onl>' bow! 
from 22 yards. Under the old law- - 
which was geared to the back f(H)l 
being behind the bowling crease 
rather than the front fool behind the 
batting crease, as it applies now - 
they would have been realty lethal! 

‘bragging’—not to mention ‘chuck¬ 
ing’—^got so bad on England’.s 1958-9 
tour of Australui. when we lost 4-0, 
that 1 went out to the middle at tlie 
Sydney Cricket Ground to measure 
exactly where fast bowler Gordon 
Rorke was landing with his lett fool. It 
was four feet in front ot the batting 
crease, and since he al.so had an 
enonnous drag it meant he was letting 
the ball go at the batsman from about 
18 >ards!And I well renienibei coUn 
Cowdrey’s remark wlien one ol his 
c erical fnends called to see him. 

‘Colin.’ said the revereiKi gentle- 
n an. ‘you are making the mistake of 
always getting on to the back loot 


against Rorke. 

‘I’m frightened of playing fo; waro ■ 
him,’explained Cowdrey, ‘incas-.- hi. 
treads on my toes.’ 

For all that, I am still convinced ti 
it was an easier game to play in th<jj^- 
days—and particularly on tour. TTiev 
were much longer trips since we wcrii 
to countries like Australia and South 
Africa by sea. But at the end of a long, 
hard season in En^and, it was really 
luxurious to put your feet up for three 
or four weeks on what was virtually a 
holi^y cruise. Once we had three 
weeks' net practice before we even 
played a match. And for those who did 
not strike from straightaway, there 
were plenty of opportunities to catch 
up on a tour designed to give every¬ 
one plenty of cricket. 

My sympathies are very much with 
the present-day cricketers who find 
themselves being flown to the other 
side of the world and expected to play 
within hours of their arrival. Then, if 
they don’t make an immediate hit, 
there is so little cricket between 
Tests and one-day internationals that 
they are virtually condemned to the 
roles of drinks waiters and supporters 
for the rest of the tour. In a way, the 
players have only tliemselves to 
blame since to pay them what they 
expect means getting the best possi¬ 
ble return from their services m terms 
of revenue. But it does not make their 
lives any easier. 

There is nothing to beat playing the 
game. But what I have enjoyed more 
than anything else since I retired is 
tliat 1 have been able to keep in touch 
with so many old players, colleagues 
and opponents alike, with whom 1 
might easily liave lost toucli years 
ago. 

If 1 go to 'I'renl Bridge, for exam¬ 
ple, I (.an look forward to having a 
beer with Joe Hardstaff. if I go to 
Australia. I know 1 wnll be renewing 
my acquaintance with the likes of 
Arthur Morris. Ray Lindwall and Neil 
Harvey. In Barbados, there will be a 
welcome waiting from Everton 
Weekes. In New Zealand. Bert Sutc¬ 
liffe will revive memories of when we 
played togc-lher during the war. And 
whenever 1 return to Yorkshire, I am 
forcvPi bumping into old cricketers 
with whom I played as a boy. 

.An awful lot has happened since 
then, not just to me but to the game of 
cricket. And if you have borne with me 
thus far. perhaps 1 can tell you what I 
Itave made of it all. 

ooncluoed 
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S treakers ihe 

cncket are a ti ijit- more 
frequent than IVst centur¬ 
ies by nighiwaicliMen, but 
not an altof;(*!-)fr extinct 
breed. Foi those who 
stood convii).' (i hiat the 
8pecie.s had v .irttsiied, the 
appearanis of the adven¬ 
turous voiuij,; man who 
turner! i.'i .• Jirilling/enter- 
tainiiis^ di i'u.ajng (strike 
out wi!i: hccei IS not applic- 
abler d '.jil.iy at Brisbane on 
12 hiiiiiary must surely 
ha’ ' exposed the naked 
1 ; Lid). 'I he streaker has re¬ 
fused to throw in the towel, 
so to .speak. 

The World Series Cup 
match between Australia 
and India that day was in¬ 
terrupted by a jubilant vot¬ 
ary of the buff brigade who 
raced across the turf, clad 
in nothing more sophisti¬ 
cated than a gold chain 
around his neck. Sartorial 
elegance, or lack of it, be¬ 
gan and ended there. If 
there was any concession 
made to the dress sense of 
the majority, it was the pair 
of red shorts that the young 
man clutched securely in 
his left hand as he weaved 
his way through the 
astounded cricketers. 

Pyjama game or not, this 
was a touch of colour tliat 
not many spectators had 
bargained for. Having 
achieved what he had set 
out to do, the new star of 
the show paused for a mo¬ 
ment by the boundary 
rope, turned towards the 
pitch and bowed with all the 
sltowmanship and aplomb 
of a rock star. Then he 
ambled off, to be taken into 
police custody. 

A sequence of photo¬ 
graphs by Sportsworld's 
Nikhil Bliattacharya pro¬ 
vides a vivid record of a 
feat that is Brisbane’s 
equivalent of 1 .ady Godiva’s 
sensational claim to fame. 
There is a brilliant shot of 
the streaker negotiating a 
set of stumps in the style 
that one would normally 
associate with an Olympic 
hurdler, Unfortunatcly—- 



and for fairly obvious 
reasons—it is a glossy print 
ttat will never be pub¬ 
lished. but it makes a 
mockery of the theory that 
streakers are out for a lark. 
Even the slightest margin 
of error while hurdling 
tliree stumps would mean 
that the aspirant is re¬ 
moved to a hospital bed and 
not a police cell. Occupa¬ 
tional hazards, shall we 
say? 

Cricketing liistory is not 
exactly littered with inst¬ 
ances of streakers, but 
there have been a few 
memorable photographs 
that come to mind. There is 
one of Greg Chappell aim¬ 
ing his bat at the rump of an 
offender who iptetrupled a 
Test match. The,timing of 
the photographer was su¬ 
perb, toi it seems, at first 
glance, that Chappell has 
used his bat to censor the 
offending portion of the pic¬ 
ture. 

On another occasion, an 
English streaker displayed 


his sprinting talent during a 
Test, but was too ex¬ 
hausted after his achieve¬ 
ment—captured live and in 
colour by the television 
crew in attendance—to 
evade the proverbially long 
arm of the law. He surren¬ 
dered meekly to two 
policemen in attendance, 
but presented a problem 
that the constables had 
obviously never encoun¬ 
tered during training. The 
arrest of a criminal is one 
Hung: but how exactly does 
one go about escorting a 
nude youth through a 
crowd of spectators tefore 
bundling him into a police 
van? 

In a display of quickwit¬ 
tedness unlikely ever to be 
matched by any guardian of 
the law, one of the officers 
removed his own helmet 
and used it to cover the 
streaker’s exposure. As 
someone once said, the tra¬ 
ditional London bobby’s 
helmet has a variety of 
uses, but this was one that 


He (the Brisbane atreaker) bowed with ail the 
showmanship and aplomb of a rock star. Then he 
ambled off, to be taken Into police custody 



Sir Robert Peel could never 
have conceived, not even in 
his wildest dreams. 

While there has never 
yet been a female streaker, 
Tony Greig once had an 
experience he is likely to 
savour forever. Greig, the 
eternal extrovert, was al¬ 
ways swift to expidt a 
situation, especially if it had 
potential comic vdue. Im¬ 
agine his delict when he 
was seized by two comely 
lasses clad in nothing more 
elegant than brief bikinis. 
The England captain faked 
a swoon, only to be told 
later that he had ‘collapsed* 
with unerring judgement in 
the arms of the prettier of 
the two girls. 

There has never been an 
Indian streaker yet, but 
two college students came 
close to creating history-^ 
however dubious the tfis- 
tinction may have been—in 
the euphoric celebrations 
on the night India won the 
1983 Prudential Cup. A.s 
the Indian innings came to ^ 
close, they announced 
rashly ' that they woyl^ 
streak around the nei^- 
bourhcKid if India accom¬ 
plished a victory. A few 
hours later, when the West 
Indies had been unforgett¬ 
ably beaten, these two 
were reminded of their 
vow. Fortified with equal 
measures of Dutch courage 
and Scotch whisky, they 
strode out onto the dar¬ 
kened streets, only to re¬ 
turn meekly when they 
realised that, despite the 
hour, the entire city was 
awake. 

Which brings us to the 
latest rumour. Word has it 
that the International Asso- 
ciation of Cricketing 
Streakers (as yet unreg¬ 
istered since no one will 
grant them recognition as 
world body) is preparing a 
handbook on protocol. The 
first and most essential 
ground rule? 

When apprehended, turn 
the other cheek. 

David McMahon 
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Nine 

IT would not be over pesstmistic to 
conclude that India b nr)l ready to host 
the 1987 World Cup ent ket touma 
ment ITiere is no doubt that the 
Dooordai shan authorities are far from 
ready to cover a tournament of such 
mammoth proportions I he tt i hnical 
ly ext client and cntertaininK i overage 
of the Benson and Hedges I nangulai 
World Senes (ncket bv C hanm 19 
exposes the weaknesses ot Dooidar 
shan even further The taimiawork 
and the comments of Iht comment» 

(ors sui i eed in making even a dull 
game an mtei estmg one I he diffei 
erne between oui coverage and the 
coverage in Australia or Lngland is not 
nnl\ because of us being U'chniealK 
infc nor but also due to t he tac t that 
out c iineiiimeii seem to la< k the b isic 
neeessitv comnionsensc 

Oui conunentatois >houldh<i\e 
le 11 nt b\ now that the \ u wt r c an sc e 
what IS aetuall) happening and it is not 
neccssar> to kc'ep talking as one has 
to wlule gi\ mg conmientai > on the 
radio Iheexpciteominenlalois with 
the < xc epUon ol Hataudi and Jaisimha 
should refrain fiom meiely iej)eating 
what the i omnientator has said or 
desenbe the incident that has )ust 
occurred The v should educate the 
viewer on tec liniques and tac tic s 1 he 
feedback from the statetulans has tc 
be more responsive and the inJotma 
Uon dished out bv them has to he 
different and interesting 

1 he timing of the eommerc lals din 
mg the matches ha\c lolx adiustihk 
11 tlus IS not done then it is (]uit< 
possible that a ctuc ul poi non ot I In 
game could he missed Quite olttii i 
wicket ts loit and oi a gc od stiokc is 
plavodand the vu we r e depnvtd ol 
watching it foi no laull ot his own 
Oui tigliting and tale ntcKi hand ot 
eiiekt'teis alougwith the millions ol 
(rickc t cid/\ pcoplc m our coun'rv 
arc looking loi ward to the challenges 
and the excitement tliat a Woilcl Cup 
bungs with it It Is time for Dciordar 
sh in to start gearing up lot this niajoi 
ml e 1 national spot tmg event 1 his 
should be done not c nlv by getting 
lx Her technieal equipmenil but also bv 
1 1 ainmg ot instructing the men be lund 
ihe i amera on how to start thmkmg 
toi themselves as well as making 
decisions on their own If efforts aie 


not made in this direction wouldn t n 
be a better idea to hand the resjxinsi 
bilitv over to an external age new* 
SM SmVAFRASAD 
New iJelht 

Lala and sons 

LALA AMARNA1H i c asily one* ot 
the most tolourlul spot I jk i sonaliUc 
m the country Mudar P ithi rva did i 
wonderful feature on tin. gi ind i Id 
man of Indutn c t u kc t I he i < ar c not 
manvscvenly four v< it old wlioian 
fight a stiioii''ciilrm nt i 1 ill did Ik 
treated ill light in ho pil iMikt a mLiI 
lesl kiWKh .111(1 he 1)1 (( cl i< wonder 
fullv Besides him cllrinkmg ivitilk 
impoitint c III 1 1 I ri i hi li in c nek 
1 1 his sot M 1 1 It I ^ 1 ind( r 

have also lu hi i itmii'' 

Suiindcrm V 11 i ''oi 

much lest click '1 ' iK 

was one of the Im itc i i i 1 
India has pioducc cl in It t . 
Mohmek r of c our sc h i ) n t am 
ind .igain that he is diu nt 1 1 i i 
players of pace Ixiw ling m the c')'i 
today His It mpe I amt III iiidn 
que have t omc‘ I o Inch i >• u < 

often than no! 

Whdtmoie c mom isl t i i i 
smgle family •’lets hope ' I 

gCK)d health and Mohmd ut 

tingtheiunslhit Indii i 
nt eds 

lAWNIH/^lH 1 / 

Madtdb 

Goody grttmg better 

nil (|i ill I ng(/ix his 

inipi I 1 d( il 111 tlu hst 
month N nv tJiy I lx u sc «ns to be a 
new kindol hint in the colour trans 
p II < nc 11 s ( h rt have fiec n appe ar mg in 
Spoftswor/d The change is for the 
lx tter All this while the colour pit 
tui t s iri your maga/me wei c not of a 
vei v high standar d I he t hoit e of 
artic It -i have also improve d Theie is 
now a tar greater variety which caters 
to the hkes and disUkes ot most if not 
dll sportslovers (me only hopes that 
this IS not merely a passing phase and 
tlie standard IS mainlamed Please 
ket'p It up 

The Book 1 xtraets art paiHtularly 
interesUng (lUbbvAlk'n shook made 
good rtMding matenal Please' cem 
tmue providing i xtrarts of books that 
readers would like to read but eannot 
lay their hands on for some reason or 
the other 

ASHUTOhHGUFT^. 

PdtlU 
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Edi'i'or^ Pagk 


We may see two 
World Cups in future 


7 'HIS mil'll l)v ;i very rcailient 
finnii'. H iilim ;i period of IS years 
it has lat 't ■(/1 wo serious crises, and 
sur\ i\ fd them, albeit with some 
exteiihil help. I Inlike hockey, which 
the \ l extern world kindly took to. 
en'^iinnp that it would not be limited 
to the sub continent and die as a 
quiet, indigenous death, cricket took 
acareUiUook at itself in the early 
Sixties, and realised that the tradi¬ 
tional concept would have lobe 
altered to meet new public de¬ 
mands. Which certainly did not en¬ 
compass ^'ames lastinfi 15 hours or 
more and ending; with no satisfactoiy 
results. 

Umited-over ftanies. with the ac¬ 
tive help of the media and heavy 
sponsorship, overcame the fust cri¬ 
sis. The second came in the Seven¬ 
ties when hicker challeniiecl the 
administration. Onceanain the pame 
survived tboufth not without some 
heavy hruisinp, but I‘acker was only 
interested in T. V. riylits and had ni> 
desire to control theyame. He was 
also prepared to pay more than his 
competitors for these richts which 
he fell were unjustly denied him. 

The administration considered him ,t 
brash upstart and most disdainfully 
put forward its views in court where 
it inexitably lost the case,is well as a 
lot of money. It soon came to terms 
with Packer, whohimsell was quiet¬ 
ly relieved and relumed the players 
to their respective Hoards. 

In comparison these were minor 
threats to the one which is just 
round the comer. An explosive mix- 
I lire of money and international poli¬ 
tics. 

It IS of course South .Africa 
alienipliny to break the basic struc¬ 
ture of the game by inducing indi¬ 
viduals to play for money. Many 
playei s have been unable to resist 
the lure of Mammon, in spite of 
ostracism by their own country as 
wcllasothei nations. 

And can you really blame these 
players, who are likely to make 
more in two seasons in Ca[K‘ Town 
than they are in a life time in their 



As such It is quietly 
confident that the boycott 
can /^t? / irokcn. After all, 
where severe economic 
sanctions hove failed to 
work, can a half-hearted 
attempt ot a sports boycott 
succeed? It cannot without 
the full support of every 
conscientious country, and 
that seems a little too 
idealistic. 



own country? And what about the 
penalty they face for breaking the 
spirit of the Gleneagles Aigreement. 
For the likes of Gooch, three years 
out of the England side (no damage 
to his purse since he had already 
made his money) to be followed by 
anapolo^, denouncing apartheid. 

What is even more galling is that 
South Africa knows fidly well that 
most cricketing nations will look for 
a compromise and accept these 
meaningless apologies just to ensure 
that the g^e is not tom asunder. 
South Africa is also aware that the 
majority of Caucasians can never 
feel the humiliation and the injustice 
of apartheid, never in quite the 
same way as a black. 

As such it is quietly eonfident that 
the boycott can be broken. After all 
where severe economic sanctions 
have failed to work, can a half¬ 
hearted attempt at a sports boycott 
succeed? It cannot without the full 
suppoH of every conscientious 
country, and that seems a little too 
idealistic. Is there a possibility of the 
four “white " (including South Africa) 
cricketing nations, playing in a diffe¬ 
rent league from the darker nations. 
This is obviously S. Africa s immedi¬ 
ate aim and it may well happen, and 
unless the black is given his full 
democratic rights as in Fomier 
Rhodesia, we may just see two 
World Cups not too long in the 
future. 















The Indian* iubilata a* Australia are now 50 for five 



















Letter from Australia 

Noel Mengeluses a rickety 
machine to type a letter to 
India 

dear mi>ther, 

how’s things at home? i’m having a great time out here, travelling around to see a 
bit of the country, and of course, now that i’m staying in Sydney, getting to see a 
fair bit of our boys playing cricket as well, they’re to play every other day here 
now that these slogging matches called the world series cup are on. i think i’ll get a 
job with an airline out here: they must be millionaires! 

well, i would have called them slogging matches until i saw my Srst game under 
lights in Sydney the other night, tip-and-run more, then bash and barge for the last 
few overs, in our case though, it’s tip and stay... 

you probably read about that match i went to. i was the one where some 
fresh faced kid called marsh belted out poor old champs around the park and the 
aussies set us 293 to win. did i get a rough time where i was sitting? well, trying to 
sit, on the hill, i felt like i was the only Indian face in the place, the way the aussies 
kept shouting out and grinning at me. still, they haven't had much to cheer lately. 

anyway, you being a cricket fan all your Ufe, you’ll be able to guess what 
happened, sunny got up to bis old tricks again, you know how he gets going when 
he’s chasing a big score in a one-day game, something comes over like it was the 
Srst morning on a green top at lord’s facing John snow, and he defends away 
waiting for someone else to get the runs, 
the friends i'd made on the hill weren’t too good-natured when we were batting, 








/■ can tell you. the press really went to town the next day—“Indian disgrace" they 
said, and worse besides, of course, six days Merit was “australian disgrace” after 
border’s mob tied themselves in knots against hadlee again and got out for 70 on a 
beautiful adelaide batting wicket, i’d rather be disgraced getting 4-200 chasing 
290-odd than getting 70 chasing 270, wouldn’t you? 

that didn’t do me any good at the time thou^, especially since at tea time i told 
all my new friends how sunny was a real dasher these days and that my good friend 
ravi shastri (you know how i exaggerate sometimes) was the greatest six-hitter 
since sobers... 

as sunny plodded away, one big aussie bloke lifted me up and yelled in my ear, 

“if be s such a great mate of yours, you go round to the dressing shed and tell him 
to get of here. ” ga vaskar has done his bit in years, but the other players had to let 
him down, and the bowling was very tight, all my new hiends shouted something 
about horse manure. 

they sure can be touchy, these aussies, especially when they think they Ve 
wasted fifteen dollars, i can see their point of view though, one poor little fellow 
sitting beside me worked in a factory right out in the suburbs, this was the only 
game of cricket he could afford to see all year, he bought his ticket three months 
ago because the game would be a sellout, he risked the sack, taking the day off to 
come to the game, and took a train that got him to the city just as the game was 
starting. 

he stood in a queue for an hour waiting for a bus to the ground, he stood in a 
queue waiting to get into the ground, and missed the aussies batting, he waited in 
a queue for half an hour to get a beer, it was hot. he waited in a queue waiting for a 
hot dog. it was cold, he got knocked over by a drunk coming back to his seat and 
dropped the lot. he was so small he couldn’t see anything, whether the crowd in 
front sat down or not. which they didn’t do much anyway, then he had to sit 
through a few hours of boredom while shastri twiddled his thumbs in the dressing 
room. 

i saw him stumbling off into the distance and asked him where he was going, i 
couldn't be sure, but i thought he said he was going to get arrested, kmny people, 
the aussies. i still can't understand them! 

signed, 

your loving son. 

p.s. sorry ma, the typewtiter packed up. the damn stuff Just wouldn’t get into 
uppercase. 
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India vs N. Zealand, 
Melbourne, 23 January. 

I NDIA’S for ones rc 
nuineci um I i)R‘ d They 
suffered tlu u 'hird defeat 
in con*.» (t nidlthes, 
their onK msoiation being 
that thev 1 ad lost to New 
Zeal<ind ir the tightest fin¬ 
ish Ifn t.urr» nt lompetition 
had o <11 produced The 
nidi 11 'l was a large one of 
fiv< Mukcts, but the win 
niiiy hit was struck as late 
IS tiu penultimate ball of 
lliL match 

Still, as New Zealand 
iript towards their target 
of 219 it seemed they had 
some power to spare and a 
\ ictory for them had looked 
inevitable almost through 
out theu innings With the 
pitch easy and the outfield 
fast India needed at least 
another 20 runs to put 
them under pressure 
There were two changes 
in the side one of them of 


Win some, lose 
some 

Dilip Rao follows India’s 
fortunes in the triangular 
competition in Australia 


course necessitated by 
Sunil Gavaskar’s back prob 
lem Ravi Shastn moved up 
the order to open the in 
nings in his place and the 
vacancy was filled by the 
re-mstatement after three 
matches of D ilip Vengsar 
kar, who looked the better 
for the break 
The other alteration was 
the replacement of Sivai 
amaknshnan with Shivlal 
Yadav which, although it 
proved of no profit, seemed 


appropriate in view of the 
proliferation of left handers 
in the New Zealand line up 
Tlie bask reason tor In 
dia’s defeat was again the 
lack of depth in theu" bowl 
mg and less than required 
agdity in the held But they 
could havi got away with 
these weaknesses had they 
set New Zealand even a 
slightly largci target 
India s failure to make a 
bigger score was a bad 
start, which was the out 


come of impabence With 
the ball seaming around at 
the start, Coney kept Chat- 
field and Hadlee on for 
longer than he normally 
does and Shastn and Snk- 
kanth, contamed to only 14 
runs in the first eight 
overs, became agitated 
Srikkanth, committing 
himself to the firont foot too 
early, and Shastn missmg 
a straight ball horn Hadlee 
m trying to deflect, were 
out m the ninth and tenth 
overs Coney could not 
have kept his opening bow 
lers on for much longer and 
if only Snkkantli had waited 
another over or two he 
could have fcasUd himself 
lor the rest of the bowling 
was moderate 

This early crisis and 
another whuh developed 
latei wht n Vi ngsai kai and 
A/haruddin got out m quick 
suctession weit handled 
without panic Molundcr 
Amamath and Vengsarkar 



Richard Hadlae signs for the benefit of admirers In Sydney 











put on 82 for the third 
wicket, both playing fluent¬ 
ly and, for a change, run¬ 
ning between the wickets 
more enterprisingly. 

India's position was far 
from tenable when Azhar- 
uddin was fourth out at 
115, but Amamath, who 
made 73 from 104 balls, 
with thre fours and six, and 
Kapil Dev staged another 
revival, putting on 67 from 
ten overs. 

Amamath struck a su¬ 
perb cover-drive off 
Bracewell and a mighty 
straight six off Coney dur¬ 
ing their partnership, but 
otherwise the runs came 
from adroit placements and 
it was curious that Kapil 
Dev made 4 7 without a 
single boundary hit. 

It would have been idea if 
Kapil had stayed to cut 
loose in the final overs but 
the blow of tiis dismissal 
was less severly felt for 
Chetan Sharma striking out 
nobly at Hadlee in the last 
over, which yielded 16 in¬ 
valuable runs, of which all 
but two were pillaged by 
the little quick bowler. 

India were lucky that 
Hadlee, apart from his fine 
opening spell, did not bowl 
well. However, Ewen 
Chatfield surpassed himself 
and Martin Crowe bowled 
four tight overs at a crucial 
stage. 

New Zealand thrived on 
a succession of sizeable 
partnership. John Wright, 
hooking and pulling at any¬ 
thing minitely short, pro¬ 
vided the early impetus and 
then Martin Crowe took 
command to share part¬ 
nerships of 63 and 64 with 
left-handers Bruce Edgar 
and John Keid. 

India's outcricket began 
to wear a look of utter 
hoplessness during the 
second of these stands. 
Yadav bowled at Crowe’s 
leg stump and with his 
strong bottom hand, he 
freely kept putting the ball 
away into on-side gaps. 

For Reid, there was a 
long-off posted although he 
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“Ocrti, how did that hai^n?” Edgar ia bowled by 
Kapil Irt the Briabane match 


had shown no inclination ti > 
loft the bail and what he did i 
was stroke the ball for one ! 
in that region and give 
Crowe the stike. At one 
time Kapil Dev was at such 
a loss to plug the gaps that 
even Sivaramakrishnan 
fielding as substitute, be¬ 
gan to operdy offer advice! 

Martin Crowe gave India 
a chance of getting back in 
the match by lofting a catch 
when there seemed no 
need for an outrageous 
risk. Another quick wicket 
and India would have been 
on top, for New Zealand, 
still liad another 54 runs to 
get, with only 44 balls left. 

But Jeff Crowe and Con¬ 
ey kept New Zealand at a 
gallop. Again India did not 
field well and the only re¬ 
deeming performances 
were a brilliant stumping 
that More brought about to 
dismiss Wright, who had 
dragged his foot beyond the 
crease in trying to drive 
Amamath and Binn\ ’;! run 
out of Reid from mid- 
wicket. 

India vs N.Zeaiand, 
Adelaide, 25 January. 

India v.s Australia, 

Adelaide. 26 January. 

I ndia’s sagging hopes of 
qualifying for the finals 
rose again after a hand¬ 
some five-wicket win over 
New Zealand. They siwuld 
have made it a double by 
beating Australia on the 
next day, but were deli¬ 
vered by grotesque umpir¬ 
ing decision and a dropped 
chance. 

It was a marked im¬ 
provement in their out¬ 
cricket that enabled India to 
turn the tables on New 
Zealand, to whom tiiey had 
gone down in both their last 
two meetings. A green, 
grassy ptch prcKnpted the 
inclusion of an et^ sea- 
mer in Ri^u KuSkami in 
place of Shivlal Yadav and 
he proved a valu{d)le addi¬ 
tion to Uie attack which, as 
a whole, performed admir¬ 
ably. 
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S UI^IL (javaskiir missed India’s cmiial match 
against New Zealand because of an injury de¬ 
scribed as pressure on a sciatic nerve in the lumbar 
region. He said that he had been troubled for a 
whole week, but found Wtnself in increased pain and 
discomfort on the mommg of the match and unable 
to walk freely. 

It was denied that his,aba!enee was many way 
connected with his ‘go slow’ in Inca’s previous 
Benson and Hedges Cup match against Australia in 
Sydney two days earlier. 

Gavaskar also denied strongly that he had been 
reprimanded for the incident fts manager Venkafar- 
aghavan had claimed to libye done on the eve of the 
Melbourne match. 
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Roger Bipi: •. ;i consis¬ 
tent wickfi . ct in the 
earlier ni • but also 
expen.s'. Joi lack of 
r length, if‘d in his best 
! perfon. .-'.v c of the series, 

; di.snu‘-.iif^ both New Zea¬ 
land ' iiers for very little 
; and ’ a rotitinuing to bowl 
i rnei ingly until forced off 
flu- (k id by a pulled muscle 
I • in he thigh whicli also kept 
bii'.i out of the next day’s 
I ’.Itch against Australia. 

India’s fielding also 
iouched levels not even 
approached by them in 
their six previous games. 
Only one catch was missed 
but titat lapse, ironically, 
transformed a one-horse 
race into a contest. 

That missed chance at 
mid-wicket by Srikkanth, 
extended Richard Hadlee’s 
innings from nine to 71 and 
New Zealand, who would 
have been 75 for sc-ven at 
that stage, went on to total 
172. \Vh<)n hidia replied to 
this score, the pitch, 
although stuuhed by a 
blazing sim i emained lively 
and hoiiiii'v. 

Huis tlieii start was as 
indifferent as New Zealand¬ 
’s. Ravi Shaslri, who 
opened in place of the in¬ 
jured Suiitl Gavaskar, .Srik- 
kanth and Mohinder Amar- 
nath departing for only 2() 
runs, wluth had taken 12 
overs lo com]>ile. They 
found nin,^ very hard to 
<‘ome hv ag.iitisi Chatfield, 
wtjo bowk'd his ten overs 
foi only 1,1 iiiii.' and Gille.s- 
pic, who picked up two 
wii'keis in each of his two 
spidls. 

'rht> tidt' was turned by 
tik' magnificent hatting of 
Mohammed Azharucldin. 
n.: Man ot the Match, who 

■ <'d H9 not out and 
d in two lucrative 
p.o. i ships with Dilip 
Vf i). , rkar and .^shok 
Mai'.!',/; .. 

Whi’k Vzharuddin kept 
t!u' St 051 licking along with 
pGct'moiil;. oft the accurate 
,s' DC. bt'wlers, he reached 
, hr tiiU '. tatlire when John 
^jHrai ewell, the off spinner, 


came on for the 3()th over. 
Bracewell has a fine reputa¬ 
tion as a one-day bowler, 
but he could not exert any 
check of Azharuddin who 
used his brilliant footwork 
to impose liis authority. . 

Under attack, Bracewell 
could not find his rhythm 
and Azharuddin played a 
series of magnificent drives 
which time and again 
pierced the field. Malholra 
t(K) set about him freely and 
India sped along to their 
first win in four matches. 

On the next day, against 
Australia. Kapil Dev, who 
has been exceptionally 
lucky with the coin in this 
series, again won the toss 
and decided to put the 
opposition in. But this time, 
the seamers bowled less 
well and Australia got off to 
.1 rapid sbirt which pointed 
to another run riot like the 
one in Sydney, when they 
posted India with a total of 
292. 

Australia’s openers, 
Boon and Marsh took them 
to .SO without loss and then 
three wickets fell quickly, 
including that of Allan Bor¬ 
der. But then the match 
was snatched out of their 
grip by a magnificent 81, 
including four fours and two 
sixes by Stephen Waugh, 
who was desperately lucky. 

Waugh should have gone 
at four when he and Ritclue 
hesitated over a run for a 
square-cut by Waugh. 


Mohinder Amamath threw 
in from third-man with pin¬ 
point accuracy and More 
had the bails off with 
Waugh some way short of 
his crease. 

But umpire Ray Isher- 
wood, who had proved so 
unsatisfactory in the 
second Test at Melbourne 
and was fiercely criticised 
by Kapil Dev on that occa¬ 
sion, ruled in favour of the 
batsman. 

Had Waugh gone then, 
Australia would have been 
88 for four. He had another 
reprieve at eleven in a total 
of 1(16 when Kapil Dev, at 
short mid-on, put down a 
stiff chance off Chetan 
Sharma. Greg Ritchie, who 
put on 55 runs with Waugh, 
was run out at 1.34, but 
Waugh now found another 
able partner in Greg 
Matthews. 

They added 92 from only 
a dozen overs and before 
the overs ran out. Wajme 
Phillips launched a blazing 
offensive in which he plun¬ 
dered 22 runs off only eight 
balls. 

'I'o stay in contention, 
India needed a contribution 
fi^om Srikkanth. But it was 
not forthcoming. What was 
worse, Mohinder Amar- 
nath succumbed to the very 
next baB after the dismissal 
of Srikkanth. A brief revival 
at the centre of which was 
Sunil Gavaskar, was fd- 
lowed by two more quick 


reverses and India were a 
miserable 75 for four with 
19 overs gone. 

Still, there was plenty of 
fight left. Gavaskar, who 
had hit two crisp fours and 
a spectacular pulled sb( ear¬ 
ly in the innings, and Shas- 
tri put on a rapid part*- 
nership of 97 although 
Gavaskar, after reaching 
his 50 from 67 balls, 
seemed to tire in the legp 
and was unable to put the 
ball away as freely as be¬ 
fore. 

Shastri, who made 55 
from 62 balls, with four 
fours and a six, and Gavas¬ 
kar were out within three 
overs of each other. Gavas¬ 
kar in the ninth over, when 
India needed 77. 

A typical Kapil Dev in¬ 
nings could stiU have won 
the match for India but just 
as he was about to cut 
loose, he and Chetan Shar¬ 
ma were out to successive 
baUs and all hope of victory 
was extinguished. 

N.Zealand vs Australia, 
Adelaide, 27 January. 

J UST as India’s challenge 
for a place in the Benson 
and Hedges final looked to 
be strengthening again at 
the weekend with a fine win 
over New Zealand and a 
close-run match with Au¬ 
stralia, their hopes were 
deal! a crushing blow by 
New Zealand hinting Au¬ 
stralia in the last match of 
the Adelaide leg of the 
competition. 

New Zealand, a very 
game side and including 
two world-class players in 
Richard Hadlee and Martin 
Crowe, posssessed the 
potential to beat Australia 
in any conditions and their 
victory was no surprise. 
But a winning margin of 206 
runs certaiidy made the 
mind boggle. 

Having ensured their 
own place in the finals when 
they beat India and gained 
their fifdi win in seven 
matches on the previcHis 
day, Australia were in too 







relax(;d a mood. Futth- six and leaving only one afternoon. their place in Ihc finals was 

erniore. Border having recognised batsman. As Richard Hadlee at slake and officials of the 

previously declared his in- Wayne Phillips, to come in bowli'd to take three of the South Australian Cricket 

tention to exiiermienl in after him. first four wickets for only .Association were highly 

the reniainiiiK games, rc'- 14 runs, making the hail displeased that the crown 

arranged his halting ordet The experiment was scam and hounce on a pitch had been so badly let down, 
and stuck to it in spile ol doomed to disaster. An- that had looked completely India had equal reason to 
the fact tliat Australia were «stralia being bowled out lor flat when New Zealand bat- be aggrieved for the New 

posed with a colossal total only 7(1, with 2.'J-l/ii overs ted on it, it is unlikely that Zealand victory placed a 

of 276. of their quora left unused. Australia would have got huge barrier in their path to 

Steve Waugh was prom- This nicain that an onor- very near their target in the finals. It now meant 

oted to Border’s positional nious holiday crowd of any circumstances. that India, to qualify, 

number tliree and newcom- 26,Ut)h which had bought needed to win botli their 

er Glenn Trimble vyas sent tickets many weeks in adv- At the same time, there remaining matches and 

in at number four. Border ance, was wending its way is no doubt that they would New Zealand had to l)e 

himself dropping down to home by four o’clock in the have tried much harder if t>eaten at least once. 
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Overbidding 

A 'PHREE member Com¬ 
mission of Inquiry of 
the International Sports 
Federation expresses "full 
satisfaction" about the 
capacity and capability of 
New Delhi to host the 1992 
Olympic Games. 

'fhe Commission, also 
known as the Association of 
Summer Olympic Interna¬ 
tional Federation (ASOIF), 
comprised high officials of 
different international 
sporting federations. 

They told newsmen that 
they were "more than con¬ 
vinced” that the Indian 
Olympic Association was 
capable of organising the 
Games in 1992. 

"If India gets the green 
signal from the Internation¬ 
al Olympic Committee on 
October 17 this year to 
host the Games we are 
sure the lOA will do the job 
magnificently, ” they said. 

MEANWHILE a delega¬ 
tion of the lOA, headed by 
the president Mr. V.C. 
Shukla, met the Prime 
Minister Mr Rajiv Gandhi 
to apprise him of India’s bid 
to hold the 1992 Games. It 
was reported that the 
Prime Minister’s reaction 
to the proposal was “posi¬ 
tive”. The lOA president 
was told that the matter 
was going to be considered 
by the Union Cabinet 
shortly. 

However, the govern¬ 
ment is yet to back the lOA 
bid officially. Unless and 
until this is done India’s 
chances are zero. 

JOHN McENROE. the 
first player to be simul¬ 


taneously ranked number 
one both in singles and 
doubles on the ATP com¬ 
puter, will not be playing 
doubles for the next few 
years. 

According to Tamis, the 
largest circulated tennis 
publication, McEnroe split 
with his regular doubles 
mate Peter Flemming, 
saying, "I think for the first 
time it (playing doubles) 
was starting to hurt my 
singles. ’’ 

The magazine quoted 
McEnroe as saying he 
would eventually return but 
would, in all probability pair 
up with younger brother 
Patrick. Flemming in the 
meantime has teamed up 
with John Lloyd, Chris 
Lloyd’s Britisher husband. 

Paths of glory 

THIS year’s Ranji Trophy 
Zonal championships have 
seen two dark horse win¬ 
ners. Just a month back the 
Tamil Nadu Ranji Trophy 
cricket team was going to 


Vizag in a first class bogie. 
Also travelling in the same 
train but in the second class 
were their opponents 
Andhra Pradesh, privileged 
for only second class tare 
because of the apparent 
lack of funds in the Andhra 
Cricket Association. 

Over that four week 
period the Andhra team has 
been in the news quite 
often. They have not only 
earned the right to qualify 
for the knock-out stage of 
the national competition for 
the first time but have also 
bagged the South Zone title 
and along with it the M. I). 
Sundararajan trophy. 'Fhe 
trophy till now had been a 
monopoly between Karna¬ 
taka. 'raniil Nadu and 
Hyderabad (who like Bom¬ 
bay have their own team). 

Mr S. Sriranian. presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket in India 
(BCCl) paid tribute to the 
Andhra team saying that 
their success “has really 
proved what team work can 
do. Their success has 
opened an exciting path in 
South Zone cricket." 

Another such path has 
been opened out in tlie 
West with Bombay last 
yeai’s-Ranji Trophy winner 
being dethroned as the zon¬ 



Tim Witherspoon reacts to the announcement that 
he won « spIR decision from Tony Tubbs to gain 
tha World Boxing Association heavy waight 
chamoionshlp at the Omni in Atlanta recently. 


al champions. The new 
champions Maharashtra do 
not have a single big name 
in their side but are a well 
knit unit under the able 
guidance of Milind Gunjal. 

Grand Slam 

THIRTEEN years after 
the Association of Tennis 
Professional (ATP) boycot¬ 
ted Wimbledon, the players 
union are united behind a 
new move that could bring 
the ATP into confrontation 
with the world’s lour grand 
slam championships. 

Writing in 77;e Times 
Richard Evans said that the 
ATP is asking for money— 
a share of fractionally less 
than 10 per cent of the 
television rights accrued by 
the grand slam tourna¬ 
ments each year. 

With other sports in 
America parting with a per¬ 
centage of their television 
income and realising that 
the bigger touniaments 
have massive profits, the 
players finally decided that 
they should have a slice of 
the cakt'. The money 
however is to be used 
"solely for a player’s pen¬ 
sion fund." 

With John McEiu oe and 
Mats Wiiander, members 
of the ATP Board and Ivan 
Lendl promising hi" lull 
support the plavers seem 
to be solid on the issue and 
with the kind of popularity 
the game has gained, if is 
difficult to see how the 
tournaments can be re¬ 
fused their demands out¬ 
right. And no one can afford 
the damaging effect of 
another boycott. 


No Contest 

GARY KASPAROV, 
aged 22, the new and 
youngest World Chess 
Champion has told The 
Times, London that he 
"cannot and will not” con¬ 
test the return match with 
defeated champion Anatoly 
Karpov. 


Spot Repor p 


Nehru Gold Cup Soccer 


Value for moiiey...and 
thrills for frro 


I T would be significant in a way if the 
Neliru Gold Cup, the only true 
international football tournament in 
India, had to depend on the participa¬ 
tion of socialist nations for its survival 
'ITie first Prime Minister of India was 
known the world over for his swialist 
leanings; indeed, no nation cherishes 
the memory of Jawaharlal Nehru as 
respectfully as communist or socialist 
countries. I'oday, the tournament that 
derives its name from our former 
leader can look only to socialist states 
for quality participants. It is somewhat 
ironical that a country like India, which 
clings steadfastly to a fake profession¬ 
al soccer setup should have to rely on 
the amateurish honesty of totalitarian 
societies. 

Since the inception of the Nehru 
Cup, the real status of several partici¬ 
pants has often been slirouded in 
mystery. It has been most surjinsing 
that the All India Football Federation 
has often tailed to establish the true 
identities of these teams. It is patently 
clear that somebody, somewhere, has 
been playing deliberate tricks to fool 
the public. 

But who? That is the question. The 
ignorance of the AIFF is understand¬ 
able to a certain extent, given its 


inefficient way of handling things over 
the years. Also perturbing is the fact 
that the Federation uses a variety of 
sources—including a well-known 
travel agency—to get in touch with 
most foreign teams. A senior official of 
this agency proudly told an Indian 
journalist that the Peruvian team com¬ 
prised no fewer than seven World 
Cuppers. On close scrutiny, the claim 
was discovered to be totally baseless. 
Even more intriguing arc the conflict¬ 
ing Statements made by most foreign 
teams, especially those from Latin 
America, when pestered by journalists 
to divulge their true identitie's. Fishy, 
wouldn’t you say? Somebody, some¬ 
where along the line is misleading us. 
deliberately or otherwise. 

In such an atmosphere of suspicion, 
the socialist participants are reassur¬ 
ingly exceptional. They are the only 
ones who do not hesitate to speak the 
truth about themselves. You know 
precisely whom you are dealing with. 
Tlu- reason for the differt'nce is so 
simple to figure out. For most non¬ 
socialist countries. Ihr Nehru Cup is a 
money making binge even tiioiigh the 
AIFF cannot afford to pay them as 
much as leading professional sides 
would demand. Consequentlv, many 


teams that compete here comprise 
second or third grade professionals 
who do not mind making some easy 
money while enjoying a wintei holiday 
in tropical India. 

At the same time they do not quite 
like the idea of divulging their true 
status. Such an indiscretion would 
embarrass the players as well as the 
host federation. By way of rontrast, 
tlie amateur sides have nothing to 
hanker for, nor anything to iude. 

The East Gennans made no secret 
of the fact that they were a young side 
consisting of players who are being 
watched and groomed for the 1988 
Olympics. The Russians gave detailed 
accounts of their boys, only three of 
whom they desrnibed as national play¬ 
ers. China made amends tor their 
mistake of last year by bringing their 
full strength national side. Only the 
professionals of Peru and South Korea 
remained susriect. 

'Phis bnngs us to the crux of the 
problem. In I'le past, the AIFF has 
suciccded in bringing a f<>w lop pro¬ 
fessional sides from Eurofw' and Latin 
America to India. Remember Urugi«y 
of the first tournament? Or Argentina 
of thi; 1984 Nehru Cup? What then 
prevented them from bringing such 


Prasanta Banerjee on the goaMine; but Brahmanand does the needful In the game agirinst GDR 
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Korea’s Gon gets the better of Subir Sarkar 



teams to Trivandrum? AlthouRh some 
AIFP' office bearers refused to admit, 
one was given to understand that 
Delhi’s refusal to sanction foreign 
excliange was the main reason for the 
federation's failure to field better 
sides. If that is so, what then is the 
future of the Nehru Cup? In the past 


the government has not exactly been 
excessively generous or forthcoming 
with regard to the required foreign 
exchange. Now that the AIFF has 
failed to convinci* Delhi, the question 
is whether the Nehru Cup tournament 
will survive or not. If indeed it does, it 
might have to depend largely on the 


mercy of socialist nations. 

'ITiere is worse news to follow, 
concerning not just the fate of the 
Nehru Cup, but of football itself. Till 
this issue went to press, the AIFF had 
not received government clearance 
for the Indian soccer team’s participa¬ 
tion in the tenth Asiad. Nothing would 


Jurgen of GOR scores his side’s only gosi sgsinst the Soviets 
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Spoi' Report 



be more humiliating for the Federation 
chiefs and their coach P.K. Banetjee, 
than failure to receive this clearance. 

S ELF contradiction has become a 
way of life for the Indian football 
coach. Pressurised by swiftly chang¬ 
ing circumstances and provoked by a 
certain section of the Indian press, PK 
has continuously been issuing contra¬ 
dictory statements. It was well known 
how extravagantly PK expressed his 
confidence in the younger players of 
the present national side after their 
success at the Dhaka SAP games. 
Further praise followed on the eve of 
the Nehni Gold Cup, but the debacles 
that followed, against Russia, Korea 
and East Germany, prompted the 
coach to make a volte face and con¬ 
demn his boys. PK certainly had a 
point when he denounced the juniors, 
for their inexperience had been cruelly 
exposed in the first three matches. 
What was confusing was that, even as 
he lamented the absence of the senior 
players who were doing duty for East 
Bengal at Jeddah, the coach empha¬ 
sised that the present lot should be 
persisted with, come what may. 

Even worse, PK was reported in a 
certain section ol the press to have 
expressed his desire to resign as 
coach. However, in the presence of 
several media representatives includ¬ 
ing this writer, the Indian coach repe¬ 
atedly spoke of his determination to 
carry on. 



The Peruvians congratulate each other as only tney can, 
after beating South Korea 


It can be imagined what PK’s reply 
to these charges would be. In the 
past, there have been occasions when 
he has complained of being misquoted. 
It is difficult to establish htiw far his 
claims are true, but it is well known 
that his is the price one pays for being 
too close to the press. It is time the 


coach realises that he is not only 
confusing the public, but harming the 
morale of his boys as well. It is a 
known fact that many of the country's 
leading footballers are upset about 
PK’s penchant of making uncalled-for 
comments to the Press. 

It was also rather unfair that the 


The referee asks a Peruvian official to leave the ground during their match against Koraa 
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^Indian deback* should have been 
Wown up so disi'i oportionately. Just 
as everyone wa- f^nmbling about the 
redoubtable staius of the foreign 
teams one sin'tilcl also remember that 
India herstli did not field her best 
skle. If iridi<i suffered a setback, it was 
the fciilur.' ot an experiment with a 
new sr! oi players who were by no 
■means mature enough to cope with 
socct'.' of iriLemational class. When 
the ticrman team manager during a 
casual conversation, expressed sym- 
p;.(l)v for the Indians after they were 
beaten 6-0 by the defending cham¬ 
pions, he could barely have visualised 
the fate that awaited his own team. In 
retrospect, after conceding four goals 
to the Russians, he must have felt that 
his sympathies were rather ironical, if 
not misdirected. For by then the 
Russians had forced everyone with 
the exception of China, to a state of 
self-pity. 

'llie Russians had a 'terrible trio’m 
their ranks: mid-fielder Rates, captain 
Shavlo and forward Belanov. 
Together they formed the nucleus of 
the Russian strength and on most 
occasions they masterminded the 



The picture eaye it all 
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KEPORT 



The Indian players down and out 


break down o/ the opposing defence. 

TTie Russians alscj possessed tlie 
admirable versatility of switcliuig tac¬ 
tics according to the fluidity of the 
situation. Though their stress was 
always on long, diagonal passes which 
were amazingly accurate, the Soviets 
were adept at making short, swift, 
closely-knit moves to add variation to 
their attack. In addition, there were 
those sudden spurts of individual bril¬ 
liance; sparkling solo moves by Sliavlo 
or Belanov to tear the rival defence to 
.shreds. 

In comparison the East (iermans, 
though well versed in the technique of 
modem, cerebral football, were less 
versatile than the Russians. There 
was a streak of monotony about their 
game, which failed to match the fluid 
ease of the Soviets. When they met 
the Russians, the (iermans sought to 
snatch the initiative through a quick 
succession of relentless attack on 
their goal. But the Soviets reduced 
their strategy to naught by virtue of 
greater ball-winning power and better 
co-ordination, (ierman enthusiasm 
was first restricted, then hammered 
down, with three goals in the first half 
itself. The (iennans retaliated with a 
solitary goal, but that was all. The rest 
was the old, sad story of a gotxl side 
running out of breath before going 
down to a faster, fitter and more 
mature side. 


T HPi Peruvians always looked as if 
they had a point to provt;. They 
were aware that Trivandrum was the 
stage on which they had to display 
their (rue potential. They wanted to 
spring a sunirise. Clearly apparent in 
iheir game was every single liiaiae- 
teristic—hustling included—ot Smilh 
American football. The Koie.ans, 
when they me* Peru, had to give in 
after a haif-lH'arted attempt (o domin¬ 
ate the match. The magn. ot Latin 
America, no mailer who turns it on, 
alway.s lends lolour to a loiiniament, 
anywhere. The Peruvians k<*pt alive 
hopes ol some genuine fireworks in 
the later stages of the tonniaiiient. 
but the differem e ol class was all too 
palpable. Their inim.iluntv was appa¬ 
rent time and again in then incon¬ 
sistency and failure to iiiainlain their 
rhythm; an inherent penchant lor in¬ 
telligent, imaginative football their 
only saving grace. 


F or all the Indian tailuies ovti the 
years, there have always been 
moments of consolati.m for the home 
team in every Nehru Cup tournament. 
In Trivandrum, such a moment ar¬ 
rived when the final whistle signalled 
the end of a goalless India China 
match. It was an Tionounible draw if 
ever there was one, for China had 
earlier held Russia in one of ftKitball’s 


stranger equations of comparative 
performance. If any single player sal¬ 
vaged his reputation in a sudden burst 
ol brilliance in this match, it was Indian 
defender Krishnendu Roy, a tougher 
player than his physique suggests. It 
was he who blunted the Chinese 
scoring thrusts and except for one 
mistake that could have proved costiys 
played an immaculate game. So too 
did Brahmanand in goal. For some 
time his anticipation had been in ques¬ 
tion; so also his flight judgement. But 
heie he provided glimpses of his old 
brilliance in both these spheres in this 
match impressed all and sundry. 

The floodlights of the Chan- 
drasekharan Nair Stadium have been 
switched off. Only seven months ago 
this venue was little more than an 
open field. Yet, right on schedule it 
bore witness to a fortnight of excitmg 
if not excellent soccer, thanks to the 
sharp organising ability of those who 
control Kerala football. Cooperation 
and assistance were forthconwig from 
all quarters. The government prom¬ 
ised to stand by in the event of losses 
lieing incurred. The police and admir 
nislration volunteered to take care of 
every other conceivable aspect, from 
erecting the stadium to selling tickets. 

If only our lootballers had given us a 
few moments of joy. 

SuprakasA GImsM in TifmidhiiR 




English Fcx)tbaix 
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Daddy’s the 
boss 

Lawrie McMenemy tells of 
the problems professional 
footballers face if their father 
happens to be the manager of 
their club 
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T is never easy foi 
footballers with famous 
fathers to make process in 
the game. Hut ituagine 
what the pre.ssutes must 
be like wiu-i' vour clad is 
Brian Clounl‘. ''u<J he is the 
mantiRcrof vcur club! 

In vii w' of the manner in 
which N'otiKiKham Forest’s 
19-cv.ii old striker Nigel 
Clo iiRh has handled that 
siti .ition, I have no 
he iiation in nominating 
hiio my young English 
! eaciie star to watch in 

! can talk with some 
authority about the 
problems which this lad has 
had to overcome in 
establishing himself as a 
regular and worthy 
member of Forest’s 
first-team this season. 

Brian Cloup^, and John 
Bond, whose son Kevin 
worked under him at 
Bournemouth, Norwich 
and Manchester City (and 
under me at Southampton) 
are two of my closest 
friends in football. In 
addition to discussing the 
cases of Nigel and Kevin 
with them, I had one of my 
own sons—Chris, 24 —on 
my playing staff at 
Southampton for two and a 
lialf years, and he is now 
with me again, as youth 
team coadh at Sunderland. 

When assessing the 
disadvantages of that sort 
of situation, I suppose the 
Ix'st place to start is with 
Chris, and his 21-year-crfd 
brother Sean. 

Chris, a midfielder, 
joined Southampton from 
school at 16 and there is no 
doubt in my mind that he 
was as goc^ as any of our 
of her lads in that age 
group. He didn’t have a lot 
o! pact' - his biggest 
weakness -hut that was 
nioic (dan oftsel by his 
ability tc - u ad the game and 
lus skill oil the ball.! am 
convinced that he would 
have been able to make a 
decent livmg as a Football 
lA-ugue pro. 

V.i !t turned out, Chris 


himself decided to call it a 
day—in favour of playing 
part-time for Romsey 
Town in the Hampshire 
League and developing a 
coaching career—because 
he didn’t like the intense 
atmosphere of the full-time 
game. 

It was particularly 
difficult for him to come to 
terms with that 
atmosphere because, as he 
often remarked to me: 


“Though being your son, 1 
feel 1 have to be twice as 
good as everyone else to 
be taken seriously." 

I consider that Sean, 
who operated alongside the 
former Southampton 
striker Ian Baird (now 
Leeds United) in his school 
team, would also have 
made a good Football 
League player. But, 
influenced by Chris’s 
exjicriences, he turned to a 


career as a pop musidmi. 

That Nigel Clough and , 
Kevin Bond have done so 
well is a tribute as much to 
their single-mindedness as 
to their ability. 

It also reflects enormous 
credit on Brian Clough and 
John Bond, in terms of their 
ability to treat their sons 
exactly the same as all their 
other players. 

Kenny Swain, the former 
Nottingham Forest 
full-back now with 
Portsmouth, summed it up 
nicely recently when he 
said: “Clouse gave Nigel 
as much stick as he gave 
any of the other Forest 
lads. In fact. 1 often had the 
impression that he treated 
him the same even at 
home. You know, we’d ask 
Nigel: ‘What’s the boss 
going to do about the match 
this week?’ and Nigel would 
say: ‘I haven’t a clue,' or 
“Well, 1 asked him last 
night, and he just told me 
to.off’. 

As for Nigel Clough, I 
suspect that he has been 
able to do that just through 
his performances... and his 
goals. 

When assessing the 
factors which have boosted 
their pay packets, players 
look not so much at the 
men who have won a lot of 
tackles, or made telling 
passes, but those who have 
repeatedly put the ball in 
the net. No-one is critical of 
a player who does that. 

When Nigel was 
knocking in the goals for his 
school teams, Brian asked 
me if 1 would be prepared 
to give him a trial at 
Southampton. I agreed to 
have him at the DeU for the 
coaching we gave boys 
during the school holidays 
and, a month or two later, 
left a message for him at 
Forest to remind him of the 
offer. 

Looking at the impact 
Nigel Clough has made in 
recent months, I now 
appreciate why Brian never 
came back to me on that 
one! 


Nigel Clough—a star in the nnaking 








ENGLfeljl^OOTBALL 


IS Bryan Robson irre- 
I piaceable? If you were 
Ron Atkinson or a Man¬ 
chester United supporter 
ri^t now the answer would 
probably be ‘Yes’. 

I’m sure Big Ron is not 
the only man worried by 
Bryan’s prolonged absence 
because of nagging ham¬ 
string and calf injuries. For 
Englwd manager Bobby 
Robson knows that Bryan 
is as influential for country 
as he is for club. 

Already there have been 
rumours that Bryan’s injury 
may force him out of the 
World Cup. 

Well, knowing Bryan as 1 
do, I don’t believe that for a 
minute. He is such a deter¬ 
mined character that I am 
convinced he will beat the 
injury in time to play 
enough games for United to 
be in peak condition by . 
June. Nevertheless, Bobby 
Robson may well have to 
experiment. Fortunately he 
has a far greater choice of 
immediate replacement 
than Atkinson. 

For instance, when 
Bryan was unavailable for 
the game against Northern 
Irelwd after being injured 
in the previous game 
against Turkey, Paul 
Bracewell came in and did a 
competent job. Like Bryan, 
the Everton midfield man is 
a very physical all-action 
player. However, he does 
not get forward with the 
same force as the England 
skipper. 

He was fortunate that in 
that gme, the excellent 
attacking form of Glenn 
Hoddle with Ray Wilkins 
playing the anchor role 
from midfield, did much to 
compensate. 

If Peter Reid was fit then 
I think he would be the 
automatic choice because 
of the way he performed 
during England’s summer 
tour of Mexico and against 
Rumania at Wembley. 

But apart from those two 
there are several on the 
periphery who are worth a 
chance to prove they can 


Holding 

centrestage 

Terry Butcher points out the 
men who could take the place 
of the injured Bryan Robson 
in the England squad 


take Robson’s place should 
he be unavailable. 

England Under-21 Inter¬ 
national, Aston Villa’s 
Steve Hodge would prob¬ 
ably top my list, because he 
complements the attributes 
of hard work and defensive 
qualities with an ability to 
get into the opponent’s 
penalty area and snatch 
goals. 

He is also prepared to go 
down the flanks, take oppo¬ 
nents on and hit dangerous 
crosses, which would be an 
added bonus, particularly if 
there was only one winger 
playing. 

Chelsea’s Nigel Spack- 
man is something of an 
unsung hero at Stamford 


Bridge, but I’m sure he 
could come in and do the 
job. 

He particularly impress¬ 
ed me when Chelsea beat 
Ipswich 2-0 at Portman 
Road earlier this season. 
Playing in a side who em¬ 
ploy two wingers he was 
asked to do an unbelievable 
amount of work. 

Yet Spackman took it all 
in his stride, won the ball 
well and had the time and 
awareness to use it. If 1 had 
one criticism, it would be 
tliat he does not get for¬ 
ward enough, but then, 
playing in a side with four 
forwards he has to be care¬ 
ful not to expose his de- 


Bryan Robson will do his best to be fit 



fence. | 

A year ago Steve Wil- i 
liams would probably have 
been the automatic replace { 
raent, but since joining | 
Arsenal from Southampton j 
things haven't gone well for 
him. 

Away from football, you 
could not meet a nicer guy. 
But, his fiery character 
seeips to have caused him 
unnecessary trouble on and 
off the field. 

He has suffered a little in 
the England games he has 
played because he has been 
played on one of the flanks, 
whereas I feel he does a 
better job in Robson’s role 
at the centre of the action. 

He has proved he can do it 
at International level, 
though, and if he sorts him¬ 
self out at Arsenal, he has a 
great chance of getting 
back in the England squad. 

Steve’s team-mate at 
Highbury, Stewart Robson 
is yet another who has 
impressed me. He is the 
ideal man from a centre- 
half s point of view because 
he sweeps up so well in 
front of the back four. 

One man 1 would love to 
see back in the England 
set-up, however, is West 
Ham’s Alan Devonshire. 

He doesn’t fit exactly into 
the Robson mould but if 
you watch hm closely he 
does more than his share of 
defensive work. Given the 
freedom Robson enjoys in 
the England side, Dievon- 
shire could be just as in¬ 
fluential. 

I know one thing... there 
are an awful lot of midfield 
players who will be battling 
for a place in the coming 
months. 

Indeed, when I look back 
to the last World Cup and 
realise 1 only establehed 
myself in the side two 
months before the finals 
and then played in aH but 
one of our games in Spain, 
it is clear that all the play¬ 
ers I have mentioned stffl 
have a great chance of mak¬ 
ing that plane for Mon¬ 
terrey. 



World Cup Update 


What and when 


GROUP A; in l^ebb and Mexico City 
MAY 31: (Aztec Stadium, Mexico City), Italy v 
Bulgaria (22,30 hrs 1ST) 

JUNE 2: (Ol^mpico, Mexico City) Argentina v SuuUi 
Korea (2.30) 

JUNE 5; (Olj'mpico) Bulgaria v S, Korea (2.30) 
JUNE 5: (I^ebla) Italy v Argentina (22.30) 
JUNE 10: (Puebla) Italy v S. Korea (22.30) 
JUNE 10: (Olympico) Bulgaria v Argentina (22. .W 
GROUP B: (Aztec) Mexico City and Toluca 
JIJNE 3: (Aztec) Mexico v Belgium (;^30) 
JUNE 4: (Toluca) Paraguay v Iraq (22.(H)) 
JUNE 7: (Aztec) Mexico v Paraguay (22.30) • 
JUNE 8: (Toluca) ^Igium v Iraq (22.30) 
JUNE 11: (Aztec) Mexico v Iraq (22.30) 
JUNE 11: (Toluca) Belgium v Paraguay (22.30) 

To b« oontiruiBd 
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T here are main’ sur- 
pmes in (In'- vt-.ir s 
World Cup finais And Iraq 
and CanadH must surely be 
the the sur¬ 

prises 

h„r >. I):, unknown fac¬ 
to! ir ' lournamentand 
till- ’ (■ rt'iyirig them first 

\v;i> ’ !» laknigthem 

Ii(;j! Moreover they are 
III ;,.ii -eems to be the 
f . ' ! '• group of the touma- 
1 '. 1,1 riiroup B; Mexico, 

11 Ikuiiii Paraguay and Iraq) 
i,<! iiave even become cem- 
.•i,k lit ol getting into the 
-.•< o:ifl round. Cayetano 
the Paraguayan manager 
wr«' tliieatcned to quit af- 
!ei he ktd got his team into 
the finals but has stayed on, 
h:id this to say about Iraq: 

“ I'hat one has taken me a 
btf b\ surprise. I know 
absolutely nothing about 
them.'' Ans his words sum¬ 
med up the world’s reaction 
to l!»t Middle-East team. 

In their last qualifying 
gaitK' liaq beat Syria and 
tile country’s soccer crazy 
citizens went berserk. 

Wild street celebrations 
followed Iraq’s win and the 
players were given a hero’s 
welcome on their arrival at 
the airport. One Iraqi 
sports daily had warned on 
the iiiorning of the game 
that if.... "In case of loss, 
(iod forbid, the people will 
not stand idle but will pelt 
tho.s<‘ who disappoint their 
hopes with tomatoes and 
bottles.’’ But that was not 
to be and Iraq now go to 
Mexico (0 show the world 
the stuff they are made of. 

Ciuiada ha.s their tough¬ 
est game first—^against 
France and then they also 
have the Soviets who tn 
turn leel that the unfashion¬ 
able finalists should not lie 
wTittcm off. Said one. 

Sovier olTiciiil. “Ours is a 
j very even group. We must 

I iiof discount Canada. 1 

wouldn't be surprised if 
(hey upset everytHidy’s cal- 
culations.’’ 

1 M( )K( )CC() may have 
t . ome into the finals from 


the so ctified ‘third world’ 
section but they will lie 
anything but also-rans—as 
Group F contenders Eng¬ 
land, Poland and Portugal 
should discover. 

They have as their team 
manager the expenenct;d 
Brazilian coach Jose Faria, 
but the Moroccans gain a 
lot of their soccer inspira¬ 
tion from France. 

Manager Faria has an 
impressive track record, 
which includes a successful 
spell as manager of top Kio 
club Fluminense and work 
in the oil-rich state of Qatar 


before he took over the top 
Moroccan club, FAR, in 
1979. He took them to an 
unprecidented league and 
cup double and thus be¬ 
came the automatic choice 
to take over the national 
side. 

In Moroccan six'cer the 
stress has been, through 
the years, more on skill and 
technique than the other 
aspects of the game. Many 
of their star players have 
even gone on to become 
successful professionals in 
France. 'ITie best, in the 
19.50's, was a coloured in- 



f=e(terico Sordillo, president of the Italian Soccer 
Federation (left) hands the FIFA World Cup over to 
Mexico’s Antonio Zarquis. The cup will be kept In a 
bank vault in Mexico tiH the final 


sideforward named Larbi 
Ben Barek. 

After Morocco gained in¬ 
dependence in the mid 
1950’s, the Moroccan fed¬ 
eration joined FIFA. 

Still many of their play¬ 
ers moved to France— 
among them current veter¬ 
an national team centre- 
forward Merry Krimau. 
Facing English opposition 
won’t worry him: in 1981 
he was a member of the 
Bastis team, from French 
Corsica, who knocked 
Newcastle United out of 
the UEFA Cup. 

In 1970 Morocco 
reached the World Cup fin¬ 
als in Mexico (their lucky 
hunting ground, it seems). 
They lost only narrowly to 
West Germany, 2-1, lead¬ 
ing 1-0 at half time and 
forced a 1-1 draw with Bul¬ 
garia. 

But the present team is 
rated even more highly, 
apparently by fooball-mad 
king Hussian 11. In goal 
they have their skipper, 
Ezaki Badou (called Zaki), 
the best keeper in Africa at 
present. In eight matches 
in the tough African qual¬ 
ifying section he only con¬ 
ceded one goal. 

Two of Morocco’-'i top 
players are based m 
Switzerland .aid alongside 
them IS th*- man described 
as the current "African 
Pele." He’s 25-year-old 
Mohamed Tinioumi. He 
has turned down offers 
from Spain because he 
wants to go to France after 
the World Cup to foUow the 
footsteps of lijs hero Michel 
Platini. 

In spite of their creden¬ 
tials Morocco were not too 
pleased with their draw. 
Said Sports, Minister Abdul 
Latif Semlali: “It is a very 
unfavourable draw for us. 
But I’m sure our players 
will do their best to show 
the sort of progress our 
football has made in the 16 
years since we reached the 
finals in Mexico before.” 










Nabisco Grancf ] 

Czech’s ^ 


F or perhaps the first time, the 
capacity crowd that watched 
the Masters final between Ivan 
Lendl and Boris Becker, caujdit | 
a gbmpse of Becker in a confused 
tangle. The German wonderboy was 
flat on his back on the baseline, 
spreadeagled in the aftermath of a fall 
that was, at once, both physical and 
mental. His blond locks were damp. A 
trickle of fresh blood snaked down his 
right knee, the result of a headlong 
crash into one of the fences that 
ringed the courtsidc. 

The 1985 Wimbledon champion 
looked surprisingly mortal; even 
vulnerable. His teenager’s face was a 
mirror that reflected a sudden inva¬ 
sion of emotions that were alien to 
him. The face showed pain and anger, 
confusion and fioistration, helpless¬ 
ness and anguish. Having done all in 
his power to bring about the downfall 
of the vastly experienced Lendl, the 
young pretender had finally come to 
grips with the realisation that his 
arsenal was just not powerful enough. 

Becker had stumbled and fallen at 
the end of the longest rally of the 
tournament and Lendl was only two 
points away from victory. Behind the 
umpire’s chair sat Becker’s coach 
Gunther Bosch and Romanian mentor 
Ion Tiriac—himself a former profes¬ 
sional—and it was in tlieir direction 
that the mercurial German now gazed, 
as if desperately searching for the 
inspiration that would help revitalise 
him. 'Fhis time though, tliere was 
nothing that they—or Becker him¬ 
self—could do. 

In the opening set of the final, it had 
been quickly apparent that Becker's 
big service, the axis of his powerful 
all-court game, was not functioning 
with any degree of efficiency. To the 
dismay of three hundred fans who had 
travelled from Germany to watch him 
play, Becker dropped serve in the 
third and eighth games of tiie opening 
set, giving Lendl the psychologu^ 
boost of a quick first set to his cretfit. *■- 
Finding his rhythm in tiK second, 
Becker led 5-2 but k»t the next two 
games as Lendl fou^t his way out of a 
rare patch of m^ocrity. At 6 t 5, 
Becker had the luxury of a break 
point, but Lendl put matters on an 


. I 


it 



^ Prix Masters 

Education 


i n keel once more before forcing a 
•Ify decisive 7-1 tiebreaker. 

1 the third, Lendl led 3-0 as 
ker, desperate to restore some 
iblance of parity, slipped while 
sing a short ball. Aware that his 
onent had hurt himself, Lendl 
ised to the other side of the court 
helped young Becker to 
a?er to his feet. The latter opted 
the available three minute timeout 
injury, then returned to the court 
ike the next three f^mes in a row. 
a break in the crucial eighth game 
lot the set meant that l,endl had 
\ncutralis(>d any real threat of Becker 
flawing his way back into the match. 

Althougn Becker had served more 
aces and service winners than l^ndl, 
it was the latter’s superior service 
percentage and consistency, coupled 
with 41 unforced errors from the 
Becker racket, tliat swung the title 
encounter. Hampered by a bout of flu 
on the eve of the big match, l^ndl's 
policy of slowing down the pace also 
served to frustrate the younger play¬ 
er. Normally dour and taciturn with 
the international press, I^endl was 
Ftirprisingly generous in his praise of 
flicker when facing reporters after 
Ihe final. "He was going into a big 
?anie and there was a lot of pressure 
in him,” explained the victor. “1 don’t 
liink he handled it as well as he will 
he next time.’’ 

T he official conclusion of the 1985 
season, the Nabisco Masters at 
^ew York’s Madison Square (larden 
Aas a faithful reflection of tlie year 
^one by, for it confirmed for Ivan 
.endl the world number one ranking 
liat he had earned when he beat Jota 
McEnroe at the US Open. 

The actual format of the Masters, 
'Itered repeatedly since its inception, 
inderwent yet another change this 
/ear. In 1970 and 1971 the touma- 
Mnt was meant for the eight men 
pho accumulated the highest tally of 
prand Prix points over the season, 
^ese eight, the cream of the men’s 
tennis circuit, i^yed each other on a 
round robin basis, with the Masters 
title being reserved for the man who 
scored the most points from among 
their encounters, in 1972, the players 
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Unwilling to toe the disciplinary line, the defending champion 
was thrashed by Brad Gilbert (right) 


were divided mto two leaf^e groups, 
trom among whom the semi finalists 
played elimination rounds lor the title. 
Even this system had its Haws, and 
there were allegations that certain 
I players (Lendl among them) were 
‘tanking’ or deliberately throwing 
away matches in order thereby to 
meet an opponent of their choice. In 


1975, the field was expanded to in¬ 
clude twelve men, of whom the top 
four were seeded through to the 
quarter finals while the remaining 
eight competitors played regular eli- 
muiation rounds. This year a further 
modification brought a total of sixteen 
players to New York, where they 
played the knockout format. 


The expanded field posed its own 
accompanying problems for the orga- 
niseis Miloslav Mecir of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia had to withdraw because of a 
knee injury, to be replaced by the 
talented American, Scott Davis, jim¬ 
my Connors, also among the original 
sixteen, was a surpnse casualty on 
the tournament’s opening day, laid low 
by fever. His place in the draw was 
offered to South Africa bom Kevm 
Curren, the beaten finalist at Wimble¬ 
don last year. Curren, who has tradi¬ 
tionally been openly critical ol New 
York as a sporting venue, declined. 
With time now at a premium, the 
vacant spot in the lineup was meant to 
be filled by Martm Jaite of Argentina, 
but he found that he did nut have 
enough time to fly to New York. Next 
in contention was Jimmy Anas, but he 
was committed to a senes of exhibi¬ 
tion matches. 

It was a sequence of events that 
resulted m the eventual inclusion of 
Ecuador’s Andres Gomez. A partici¬ 
pant in 1983 and 1984 and ranked 
fifteenth in the world at the end of 
1985, his literal eleventh hour inclu¬ 
sion in this year’s Masters was a 
providential break It was merely con- 
inadence that Gomez happened to be 
in Washington at the time, to attend a 
lunch hosted by the State Department 


Jimmy Connors, laid Ipw by Influenza, had to withdraw from the sixteen-man field 






Fourteen of the sixteen Masters contenders. Back row; Mayotte, Nystrom, Jarryd, Kriek, Leconte, Gilbert, 
Davis and Smid. Sitting; Edberg, Noah, Becker, McEnroe, Wilander and Lendl 


in honour of his country's president. 
At four o'clock on the tournament's 
opening day lie received a telephone 
call iiitorminn him of Connors' with 
drawal and lost no time in indicating 
tiiat he would fill in. “I took the five 
o'clock shuttle flight to New York, 
went to my hotel, took a shower and 
went straight out to play. Don’t ask 


never slow to take a swipe at the 
media, remarked sulkily. "Television 
is calling the shots, even if I don’t 
think it’s right. " 

A MKKIC.AN niediamen wi re sud 
dciiK'. siuprisingly confronted 
with a sitnatioii where the I S d.id not 
have a single lepresenlatne in the 


semi final lineup. It was a bitterly 
disapijointing tournamcpt for John 
McKnioe and Jimmy Connors, the 
traditional standard bearers of the na¬ 
tion’s tennis talent. The presence of 
the veteran Connors in past years was 
always a guarantee that the paying 
I'ublic would show up in vast numbers, 
but on this occasion illness was an 


me wdiat I am doing in the match; I’m 
not sure myself he quipped, mo¬ 
ments before causing the first upset of 
the touniameiit as he brushed aside 
thirteenth seed Henri Leconte of 
France. 7-6, 6-1. 

His run of good fortune continued 
as he beat Johan Kriek in the next 
round. Facing Lendl in the semi final, 
Goine.'j fought a gritty battle before 
the Czech prevailed 6-4, 7-5. As a 
mere stand in, he had performed hon¬ 
ourably: oven heroically. Having pul¬ 
led out of a previous Masters because 
of a nagging back injury, he was quick 
to laugh at an ironic change of fortune. 
“This year," he was quick to point 
out, 'i didn’t even qualify and 1 still 
made it through to the semis". Yet the 
Gomez-Lendl match carried a con¬ 
troversial tinge. TIk’ other semi final 
match, between Boris Becker and 
Anders Jarryd, was scheduled to be 
telecast nationally, but the encounter 
between Lendl and Gomez was 
ignored by the TV networks. Lendl, 
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' added irritant (m bnili.int 
hander who had c i’ I' Ofi'd ius worst 
competitive yea! i; ■■ .1: ii rine (areer. 

Havitif? loili'' the year’s 

schedule v.>'ivi:irau,n a suigle 
title, the M.' ; ''' tin.' I;isl chance 

for Jimno i "i.as id ledeeni himself 
in the ev< ^ a be. I.iiis and, perfiaps 
more ii' i-e. ei m his own eve? as 
well, h' of the $ 500,000 

Atlan .: i'i',.'nent the week preced¬ 
ing Oh sieihe had heen humbled 
6-2. • hendl. who blasted thir- 
tec'! ■ oast him and broke .s<>rve 
eft -!i:' ■ iv on four occasions. Coii- 
n-a H!!o at age .'k'J is eight yeais 
(>(Jw :li;iii Lendl, struggled against 
iti' t /ech player’s power and conti 
diiiic .It Atlanta and would liave 
wt ii (lined the chance to prove his 
worth at New York. Instead, his 
absence nullified any chance that 
might have existed ot the st'cond .serni 
firuil at Madison Square < lai den Ix^ing 
telecast live. 

Connors’ dazzling care«;r graph has 
encompassed protracted rnaliv with 
three men: Bjorn Hoig, John McEn¬ 
roe and Ivan Lendl. Revelling in total 
supremacy over the Czech player 
when Lendl first started on the cm iiit, 
Connors gradually found the balance 
of power tilting in the younger man’s 
favour. In 1974, when Jimmy Connors 
scorched his way to victory in the 
Australian Open. Wimbledon and the 
L'S Open, winning an uiiprecedenu d 
99 out of KXl matches in the calendai 
year and taking the world number one 
sjKii in the proccs.s, Ivan Lendl was 
fourteen years old. Now things are 
slightly different; I.endl, as the world 
number one. is three rungs ahead of 
Connors on the Hewlett-Packard com¬ 
puter. 

Lendl, who won ten tournaments in 
the course of 1985, lost only seven of 
the 87 singles matches he plaved. 
Voted for tile first time Player of the 
Year ’m fellow professionals, his 
gieate..! triumph was winning the US 
lor the first lime, beating McEn- 
rci in (lie liual. It w'as a victory that 
ei.iseci ihi hitler ineiiiory of three 
slKl^■1.if, the US final, 
whilr 1 . e.'.m.ou' ,■ deeper meaning as it 
lille'i oi McEnroe for the 

world n-"ii.. i ..nf spot. 

Yet, 'lci'.i; ,i[ !i),. centre of a 
disciplinat s hauk in (lit- living stages 
of 198.5. t»n ‘■s I)(-...■•nijor lu- w'as 
slapped with :i 42 d.o suspension bv 
represent.it!\-. - ot the Men’s Interna- 
' l '‘iinis Council 

(Mil TC). It v,.i^ at: order that would 



Andres Gomez of Ecuador was a 
last minute replacement 


havr aulonnUcdlly barred hint horn 
patticiji.dtng in ihe Masters, hut on 
the last riay ol 1985, Marshall Haiqier, 
,'idinnnstrator of the MiP’I't., 
,nni!oiin(>.-(i at a crowded press conler- 
eiiiv that Lendl h.td heen reinslaied 
.nil.' H.i-. llierelore eligible to take part 
.11 N(-w Noik. 


Becker exults after his victory over 
Mats WHander of Sweden. Dis¬ 
appointment followed in the final 



The accolades were only just begin¬ 
ning. Having been voted Player of the 
Year; having been confirmed as the 
world’s top male player; having taken 
the Masters title for the third time in 
five years, the lionours were still 
piling up. On 21 January, Lendl was 
officially named world champion for 
1985 by the International Tennis Fed¬ 
eration, whose voting panel comprised 
such luminaries as Donald Budge, 
Fred Perry, Frank Sedgnian and Tony 
'I'rabert. 

He now makes no secret of the fact 
that he has his sights on a Grand Slam. 
After beating Becker in the final at 
Madison Square Garden, he admitted, 
“1 would like to win all four major titles 
since it is the ultimate goal of any 
tennis player. Just to win all four of 
them in a career is great, but to do so 
all in one year is really something.” 

Ever since last year’s US Open. 
Lendl seems lo have relaxed as never 
before. In a conscious public relations 
exercise, he is anxious to portray a 
new image, suitably different from the 
label of a moody, close-lipped liater of 
press conferences. But even the new 
Lendl finds no time lo preach a 
message of love and brotherhood for 
the benefit of arch rival John McEn- 
loe, whom he displaced at the top of 
the ATP ladder. "1 went out ol my 
way and did extra things to try lo 
catch up to him," .said Lt'iidl. “.Now it’s 
his turn to do a tew extra things and 
see if he c.in catch me.” 

M CENROE, who beat Lendl in two 
successive Masters finals, in 
1984 and 1985. went (hrough the 
season without picking up a title of any 
consequence. Having Ix'cn torched by 
Kevin Curren at Wimbledon, he 
looked r<.‘juvenated while preparing for 
the US Open. He seemed to be in rare 
touch, beating Lendl twice in an eight- 
day span, in tournaments at Vermont 
and Montreal. But when it counted 
most, his form and confidence de¬ 
serted him at Flushing Meadow. 

The former world number one, who 
turns 27 on 16 February, is unable to 
pinpoint a specific reason for his plum¬ 
meting professional fortunes. He de¬ 
nies that this dramatic slump is in OTy 
way connected with his alliance with 
actress 'I'atum O’Neal, explaining in¬ 
stead that his competitive instincts 
Imve been dulled. If his attitude is 
being questioned, there can be no 
doubt about his aptitude. McEnroe 
has never been a man to look for 
excuses; were he that sort, he could 
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have made much of a nagging back 
injury that has troubled him for nearly 
three years. 

One of the most intensely competi¬ 
tive players on the circuit, McEnroe 
maintains that he can still find haptn- 
ness in his tennis, even if he is unable 
to regain the number one spot. Com¬ 
placency? It is impossible to tell, but 
the tempestuous American seems to 
have succeeded in coming to terms 
with the fact that he is no longer the 
best in the world. “I’ve told people 
that 1 feel very good about the situa¬ 
tion 1 am in. And if that's what life is ail 
about, I can accept going from number 
one to number three. It’s not that 
important to my whole life. I can 
handle not being on top." 

Disappointing though last year was 
for McEnroe, he stifi found himself 
entangled in controversy. During the 
Australian Open in December 1985, 
his choice of invective during a dis¬ 
appointing loss to Slobodan ZivojinoVic 
meant that he had exceeded the $7500 
limit in fines. Suspended for 42 days 
(this was later cut down by half) he 
came into the Masters as defending 
champion and number two seed. Any 
hopes he might have harboured of 
retaining his only title were shattered 
in the tournament’s opening round. 
Losing to Brad Gilbert was bad 
enout^: losing 5-7, 6-4, 6-1 was even 
more difficult to digest. Annoyed at 
his performance, or lack of it, McEn- 
i roe informed Gilbert that he had no 
business on the same court as the 
world number three. An obscene ges- 
. ture made a dent of $1000 in McEn¬ 
roe's pocket and when he faced the 
press shortly after, he was scathing in 
self-mockery as he ridiculed his inabil¬ 
ity to beat “the Gilberts of this world.” 

T here is one man who under¬ 
stands perfectly the McEnroe 
I dilemma. Bjorn Borg, now remarried 
and a father, appreciates the pressure 
that. has been piling on McEnroe. 
After the American had lost to Gilbert 
at Madison Square Garden, Borg told 
an Associated Press reporter ‘This is 
the first time he’s been placed in such 
a situation. He’s waiting to become a 
father and, at the same time, he finds 
that he’s no longer the best player in 
the wco'ld. Now it’s a matter of putting 
things in perspective. First, you have 
the fiimily; tennis is secondary." 

In New York to promote a sporting 
goods company, Borg was generous 
in his assessment of his former rival’s 
problem. But it was the sort of 



John Me&)foo Tatwn iO^liOi 

F or McEnroe, the outctxne of 
the Masters was n cruel sur¬ 
prise. “I thoui^t I was laying 
pretty well when 1 went to Europe 
a couiile of months ago,” he said. "I 
worked hard with Tony Pahfox and 
1 had a pretty good attitude then. It 
just took a lot out of me because I 
had to deal widi a lot of problems ki 
my private fife. 1 felt like 1 was 
playing good tennis, but people 
weren’t really concentrating on 
that I felt like I just needed a rest 
from everything.” 


position which the five-time Wimble¬ 
don winner (he lost in Ws sixth 
straight final to McEnroe) would 
understand far better than anyone 
else. In 1980, claiming that constant 
tournament commitments were taxing 
him both mentally and physically, 
Borg cut his schedule and played just 
eleven Grand Prix tournaments—^win¬ 
ning sbc—as well as appearing in two 
special events and the Nations Cup. In 
1981 he played just nine Grand Prix 
events, winning three. Required by 
the MIPTC to play the qualifying 
rounds of Wimbledon in 1982, Borg 
decided to bypass the tournament 
altogether. On 23 January 1983, he 
told reporters in Ban^ok that he 
would retire officially after playing the 
Monte Carlo tournament in April. 
When he celebrated his 27th birthday 
on 6 June that year, Borg was finished 
with competitive tennis. 

Later, he would admit pubUcly that 
retirement did not bring him the peace 
he sought. There is a strange parallel 
between the professional careers of 
Borg and McEnroe, both of whom 
found their supremacy threatened at 
the age of 26. Like the Swede before 
him, McEnroe is taking a layoff from 
tennis. Although he has been forced to 
cool his heels because of suspensions 
and injuries, this is the first time that 
he is taking voluntary leave of absence 
from the game. Following his dis- 


astrousTCrformance at the Masters, 
an MIPtC spokesman aimounced on 
21 January that McEnroe would be 
taking ab<kit 60 days off. 

Hs^d by Borg as “a front i»ge 
personality; not just a s{mrts page 
person,” McEnroe petitioned the 
MIPTC for a reduction of his player 
commitment obligations for the new 
year and this was subsequently up¬ 
held. According to Pro Council rules, 
players ranked in the world’s top ten 
must play a minimum of fourteen 
Grand Prix tournaments during a 
year. There also exists a simultaneous 
clause whereby players are permitted 
to ask for curtailed tournament 
appearances for reasons such as injury 
or extended rest. 

If ever an infantryman needed a 
furlough from the trenches and gun¬ 
fire, no one deserved it more than 
John McEnroe. His defeat at the 
Masters was one of the lowest points 
of his career. Never before had he 
been so decisively beaten at the Mas¬ 
ters; not once had he been so humili¬ 
ated in New York. More important 
was the fact that he had never lost 
nine of the last eleven games against a 
player of Gilbert’s standing. “I am 
embarrassed,” he mumbled repeated¬ 
ly. “I’m just not moving as well as I 
normally do. I’m not serving well. I’m 
not hitting the ball solidly. I’m making 
too many mistakes and my concentra¬ 
tion isn’t what it used to be in a 
tournament like this.” 

Of more significance than his sur¬ 
prise Masters exit was the sudden 
realisation that there would be no 
Becker-McEnroe clash. The two play¬ 
ers have still not met in a tournament, 
but Becker’s manager Ion Tiriac has 
pointed out that McEnroe needs to 
devote a lot more time to physical 
conditioning. A brilliantly co-ordinated 
athlete, the American was always 
content to turn a blind eye to woik- 
outs, exercise and dkt restrictions. 
Now, for the first time in his career, 
he is speaking of the importance of 
fitness. 

What does McEnroe do next*? Only 
McEnroe himself knows the answer 
to that one. One thing’s for sure, 
thouj^. The comfort of Mdibu Beach 
and the glamour of HoDywood could 
very well be nothi^ more seriwis 
than passing attractkms for a tennis 
genius reared in the backyard of 
Forest Hills and Flushing Meadow. 

fyamWMeMWMH. JtapartMfavOMmlC. 
a moiw»,Mmwrmrk 
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Nurturing hockey 

Thiit is what the sports hostels and sports colleges of Lucknow 
arc doing. And they are doing a good job, says Novy Kapadia 

A s iiengal continues to debate ab- coaches Ram Avtar Misra and Reh- Altogether 21 states participated in 
out the efficacy of the Sports naan. This rigorous preparation was in the sub-junior nationals. Two teams 
lldstel and Sports School concept, direct contrast to that of most other Nagaland and Vidarbha had sent in 
Uttar Pradesh has proved tliat in states which tended to treat the sub- their entries but cried off at the last 
hockey, at least, this concept has junior nationals as a mere formality, minute. The teams were drawn in 8 
worked wonders. Hosts Uttar For instance, runners-up Punjab pools, played on a league basis with 
Pradesh winners of the second sub- selected their team after a two-^y the winners entering the last ei^t 
junior Hockey National (boys under-15 trial, in wliicli about 50 players partici- stage. Uttar Pradesh were easily the 
years) recently concluded at Luck- pated. Similarly Delhi, Tamil Nadu and pick of the lot, trouncing Delhi 8-0 in 
now, had their entire 16-player squad Jammu and Kashmir fielded hastily the quarter-finals, rugged Manipur 
from Sports Schools or Sports Hostels assembled squads. with many seemingly over-aged play- 

in di(ferent cities of India’s largest ers, 3-0 in the semis. Trapping, drib- 

state. Seven players in the .under-15 An appraisal of the sub-junior bling and short passing movements of 
team of U.P. were from .Sports Col- nationals reveals that it is only states the U.P. boys was particularly im- 
lege Lucknow, including skipper Ram with the .Sports schools concept like pressive and their approach play and 
Sajivan Yadav, four from Sports Hos- U.P. and Biliar which are nurturing penalty comer conversion indicated 
tel Lucknow, including centreforward hockey talent seriously. Bihar, un- systematic coaching. The inner trio of 
Nasir Ahmed, who scored all six goals lucky to lose 6-8 to Punjab via the inside-right Pradeep Kumar Sharma 
in U.P.’s 6-1 rout of Punjab in the tie-breaker in the semi-fit^s, had an (SportsHostelJhansi), centreforward 
final, two each from Sports Hostel entire Adivasi squad in which left Nasir Ahmed (Sports Hostel Luck- 
Jhansi and Meerut and G. Rotella winger ' Zerernias Dung, centre-half now) and skipper and inside left Ram 
reserve centre-forward from the Albmous Toppo and right back Binod Sajivan Yadav (Sports College Luck- 
Sports Hostel Haldwani. Bara were players of great promise, now) mesmerised their opponents 

I'he Biliar squad also consisted entire- with their delectable stickwork, speed 
The U.P. sub-junior hockey squad ly of players from SSS Khunti and St. and roving game. Others to impress 
had undergone training at the Sports Marj^’s High .School, Simdega, run- were the lankv right back Shoshan 
College Lucknow for six weeks since ners-up in the iy85 sub-junior Nehru Sharma of the Sports Hostel Meerut 
December under the supervision of Hockey touniariient. and rugged left lialf Shakeel Ahmed 


A warm up before the practice sesalon begins 




The boys mate full use of the drinks break 


(Sports Hosto! Lucknow). 

Manipur were the other outstanding 
t<*ani of the competition. 'I'heir inside- 
right [.. l-Jilit Singh (younger brother 
of inteniational Tikken Singh) and 
centre-forward L, Sanatomba Singh 
and left winger Y. Jayanta Singh and 
I5iswajit Singh were players of 
|)Otential. From runners-up Punjab, 
nippy inside left Sarajit Singh (son of 
EME Jalandhar coach Jamail Singh) 
and calculated right back Tarlochan 
Singh (from Ropar) were the pick of 
the lot. 

Speaking about the potential on 
view tonner Olympian and organiser 
Jhaman Lai Sharma stressed that, 
“talent amongst forwards is in abund¬ 
ance and overall stickwork and skills 
of many players was of a high order 
which augurs well for Indian hockey 
but it is sad that very few goalkeepers 
were properly prepared. Only U.P. 
custt>dian Munitaz Hussain and Man¬ 
ipur’s W. Tomba Singh wore masks 
and protective chest pads, the equip¬ 
ment of modem goalkeeping, the 
other boys playing with just pads and 
lacked confidence and mobility.” 

The Sports Hostel/Sports School 
concept in U.P. has given rise to a 
new phenomenon in Indian hockey, 
family members of established stars 
now lake to the game at a young age. 
For instance spri^tly centre-forward 
Nasir Ahmed, is the nephew of India’s 
captain Mohd. Shahid; gangling cen¬ 
tre-half Prashant Singh is the younger 


brother of junior international centre- 
half Vivek Singh. 

Curly-haired centre-forward Nasir 
Ahftied spoke about this influence 
when he said, ‘M y family is in Beneras 
but Shahid bhaisaheb encouraged me 
to join the Sports Hostel Lucknow as 
he felt coaching and opportunities 
here are the best. 1 am now doing my 
intermediate degree at the Vidyanth 
inter-college but reside at the sports 
hostel and practise there. Our hockey 
skills and success is entirely a result of 
this system." Nash Ahmed, whose 
style and mannerisms greatly resem¬ 
bles that of Mohd. Shahid emerged as 
the top-scorer wilh nine goals. His 
ambition is to become as famous a 
player as Shahid and to continue the 
tradition of hockey excellence in the 
family. 

The hosting of the sub-junior 
nationals at Lucknow has a strange 
background. The initial sub-junior 
nationals were held in Calcutta way 
back in 1981, with U.P. emerpng 
winners and Bengal ninners-up. The 
IHF had hoped to make this tourna¬ 
ment an annual affair but no state 
hockey association volunteered for 
these four years to stage the tourna¬ 
ment, a.s the expenses are plenty and 
revenue negligible. Finally, at the 
Palghat general body meeting in 1985, 
Jhaman La! Sharma accepted the re- 
sponsibBity on behalf of the K.D. 
Singh Babu Memorial Society to 
stage tte nationals at Lucknow in 


January 1986. 

So for the first time ever, a national 
championship in the country has been 
held under the auspices of a private 
society. Talking about the achieve¬ 
ment, secretary of the society Reh- 
inan, a close associate of the late K.D. 
Singh ‘Babu’ stated that, “we had the 
blessings of the state hockey associa¬ 
tion but nothing else. 'The U.P. govt, 
gave us a grant of Rs. 40,()(X) and the 
S.Ail has promised us a grant but the 
rest of the expenses estimated at Rs, 
2 lakhs was our responsibility. We 
hope to collect enough advertisements 
and donations. Our society was found¬ 
ed on 29 October 1979 and lias 100 life 
members who have paid a subserfp- 
tion fee of Rs. 101. The aim of our 
society is to nurture and develop 
talent in all sports particularly hockey. 
We annually organise summer 
coaching camps in hockey, football and 
badminton and hold tournaments at 
the state level for sub-juniors. As no 
stale is willing to stage the sub-junior 
nationals we have offered the IHF that 
for the next five years we will hold the 
same. We have undertaken the task 
as hockey promotion was very dear to 
the heart of the late K.D. Singh 
Babu’.’ 

It is heartening that at least in U.P. 
there are veterans willing to work 
without recognition and media expo¬ 
sure to try and restore the pristine 
glory of Indian hockey. Other values, 
other manners but may their ilk grow. 
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RUBngtouMwds 
further ghtry 

Rahul Chandawarkar captures the thrills 
at the 4th PARA Motocross at Pune. 

The visual effects are by Tapan Das 

I f- Hollywood has a series of Jaws, been so much ‘fire power', sp 
Kocky and Grease, Pune has a maneouverability and action pa* 


IKocky and Grease, Pune has a 
parallel in their PARA motocross.- 
With the Olympics motto of ‘Higher, 
Stronger and Faster,’ fitting the 
PARA Motocross like a glove, PARA 
has taken giant strides in coming close 
to gaining direct affiliation to the 
Federation Internationale Motorcyc- 
liste (the all powerful world body 
controlling motorsports). No mean 
achievement this, for an organisation 
so young. 

The Para stadium motocross, 
could also soon become the world’s 
first stadium world championship 
motocross. From a mere handful of 
four Swedes and a Lankan making up 
the foreign participation in 1983, there 
was a bt^t array of 21 foreign riders 
of world raiddng this year. 

The 125cc and 25()cc foreign clas¬ 
ses being the apple of the spectator’s 
eyes, even temperatures dangling be¬ 
tween 5-7 degrees centigrade in Pune 
which had all the spectators cuddled 
up m woollens on the cloudy morning 
of 19th January, could not dampen 
spirits. And the roar emanating from 
the red Hondas, yellow Suzukis, white 
Yamahas, green Kawasakis and grey 
CZ’s coupled with the smell of burnt 
’93 octane’ from the exhausts, de¬ 
finitely must have warmed the specta¬ 
tors hearts. Even the sun came 
scampering out from behind the 
clouds, as if, he too did not want to 
miss the forthcoming action. 

With so many foreigners of equal 
standiiiR participating, quite a few 
sections of the stadium wore a typical 
race-course look, with many a motoc¬ 
ross punter on tenterhooks. As it 
worked out. the dark horses fi'om 
Sweden—Mikael Jansson and Magnus 
Johansson-proved many a punter 
wrong by annexing the 250cc and 
12L>cc class respectively. 

Coming straight to the 125cc fore¬ 
ign classes, never before has there 


been so much ‘fire power’, speed, 
maneouverability and action packed 
into one day at the Nehru stadiun. 
Dare-devils to the core, and very very 
professional, the riders certainly were 
not lacking in confidence. They 
boasted and bragged and appeared 
cocksure before the races. In fact, 
most of them said, “I am going to 
easily win this race. Nobody will even 
come a lap close to me.” A real tall 
claim, to say the least. 

But frankly, the stadium almost 
erupted as the 125s shot out of the 
starting gate. Luis Ristori of Italy and 
Magnus Johansson on similar Honda 
CR 125s, Georg Reiter of Austria on 
his KTM 125, Ole Svendson of De¬ 
nmark on his Kawasaki KX 125 and 
Scott Gardner of England on a Yamaha 
YZ 125 shot into the first tuni with 
such venom that a couple of them 
went for a toss but soon recovered. 
Missing this race and taking away 
much of the glamour was Richard 
Main, who is the current British 125 
MX champion. The 20-year-old blonde 
broke his collar bone on practice day 
but still came to watch on a wheel¬ 
chair. 

In the first moto of this three-moto 
race (each moto comprising 15 laps), 
the favourite, Luis Riston, took 
advantage of the toss-up at the first 
turn and accelerated to a good lead. 
Rid^g like a man possessed, the 
power he extracted from his engine 
set people thinking as to whether his 
bike was a 250 instead of a 125. That 
made the fii^t for the second spot 
very interesting because both Johans¬ 
son and Svendson let loose after the 
fall and were virtually breathing down 
each other’s necks. It was great to 
see both of them racing around cor¬ 
ners, jumping the bridges, the whoop- 
de-doos, the berms in distinctly diffe¬ 
rent styles, bringing world class 
motocrossing to Pune in one small 15 
lap race. 
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Louis Ristori of Italy was a major contender in the 1 25cc Foreign Open 

Motorcycles upto lOfecc sail through the air 
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Even a broken collarbone couldn't keep Richard Main, the British 
125 MX champion, away from the action 


But there was an exchange of 
fortunes in the second moto as Mag¬ 
nus Johansson pulled up his socks, 
threw caution to the winds and opened 
up his throttle to finish first. TTiere 
was another new face on the finshing 
line this time, Thailand’s Wachara 
Punchamul on a Yamaha YZ 125, who 
finished second, while Ristori had to 
rest content with the third spot 

Talking exclusively to Sportsworld 
after this second moto, Johansson said 
“1 like this Pune track because it is 
fast and smooth and above all, it suits 
my style, which is also equally fast and 
smooth." 

Riston, the Italian, in his quaint 
accent felt “It was that minor fall tlrat 1 
had during tlie race, which led to my 
finishing third in tite second moto. But 
I sincerely feel that the track should 
have more double and treble jumps. 
Real steep jumps man, real steep 
jumps should be there and you see 
what action we can provide." 

The dimunitive Thai, Punchamul, 
said “1 wish I had taken enough 
chances in the first moto. This w.iuld 
have resulted in a better position for 
myself. Nevertheless, I am impressed 
by the driving skills of Riston and 
Johansson. lYiey have a very flam- 
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boyant and easy style." 

The Swedish flag had every reason 
to flutter merrily, as Johansson won 
the third and last moto too followed by 
Ristori and Svendson of Denmark. As' 
if that was not enough, the Swede had 
to contend with a bevy of Pune 
beauties who swooned all over him for 
autographs and photographs. I am 
sure he didn’t mind that at all, judging 
from the way he winked at me. 

Another interesting feature of the 
race, this year, was the p^icipation 
of four brother combinations. The 
Svendson broUiers—Frank and Ole 
from Denmark; the Payne brothers— 
Kevin and Barry from Kenya; the 
Young brothers—Peter and Simon 
also from Kenya and the De- 
shpandes—Rajesh and Vijay from 
Nasik. 

If the 125cc foreign class spelt 
elegance, speed and power, the 250 
class promised more power, more 
speed and some brute force. The 
sight of these foreign riders bombard¬ 
ing the fast track relentlessly and 
jumping the hurdles so effortlessly 
remind^ one of antelopes and deer 
nimbly leaping across the forest plains 
of Africa. Tlie power exuded by these 
robust bikes made one really gape in 
astonishment and wonder how the 
poor ixack stood up to it Even if it did 
yek> for help, its cries were muffled 



Yet another Swette, Magnus Johansson completed his country’! 
domlnationerith sn overall win In the Fore^pi Open 125cc 








Hectic activity in the pits Jeet Singh on a Honda CR 250 


under the roar of the MX sensations. (the 125 winner). Huseby's dare- head (literally and, that too, on the 
In the 250 class. Heinz Straub of devilry'—-doing a wheelie over three bridge) and later cornered Gardner on 

Austria, Haakon Huseby of Norway, jumps and the like—on practice day, the camel back jumps. This was simp- 

Scott Gardner of England , Serge had apparently won him the fans but ly outstanding—motocrossing at its 

David of Switzerland, Frank Svendson his bang-up with Johansson pushed best. 

of Denmark, Magnus Johansson and him to the ninth position. But some In the second moto, the positions 
Mikael Jansson of Sweden were all really class riding brought him up to remained unaltered, except that Serge 

frontliners and the winner was any- second place behind Mikael Jansson of David of Swtzerland surged forward 

body's guess. The crowd interestingly Sweden. Frank Svendson, who is 32 and took third place behind Jansson 

became partisan for Norway and cries years old, finished third. and Huseby. Talking to Sportsworld 

of‘Huseby, Huseby’rent the ait'As if In this first moto, it was a ‘battle after the second moto, Jansson said 

in appreciation, Huseby, on his ex- royale’ between three riders, namely “After my team mate Johansson lost 

tremely powerful Kawasaki KX 250, Scott Gardner of England, Huseby the lead, 1 knew I had to win the race 

didn’t let his fans down and drove like and Svendson. Svendson, leading in- to make up for the loss. And I am 

a madman. But haste did make waste, itially, dropped to second place, be- happy, I did just that.” Huseby, the 

as he collided straight into Johansson fore Huseby brilliantly leapt over his six-feet three-inch giant, opined “1 





love the crowd here for supporting me 
and believe me, I have picked up some 
Hitldi too. I singly freak out on saying 
‘Namaste* and folding my hands.’ 
Svendson, the smiling Drnie, was very 
frank, “1 am 32 years old and even 
before racing here, I knew the first 
position was impossible being, as I 
was, pitted against younger and faster 
riders, but I am happy with my form 
and the third place. 

Something very interesting hap¬ 
pened in the final race of the day. 
Overshooting the table top jump in his 
hurry, Huseby’s bike seized, throwing 
him out of the race. As Jansson shot 
past, he shook his first at Jansson, as 
u in anger. But as I learnt later, it was 
just to motivate Jansson to surge 
ahead to victory. But Serge David of 
Switzerland Kwk care of that, as he 
topped followed by Svendson and 
Jansson in that order. It was, never¬ 
theless, good to see Huseby cheering 
Jansson from the side-lines. Sport- 
smanspirit m face of defeat. 

The pick of the Indian competition 
was the foreign bikes open event, 
which saw PARA grinning in delight as 
then newly acquired Honda CR 250’s 
or ‘red perils’ as they are nicknamed, 
blasted the opposition. Jeet Singh. 
Sanjiv Chopra, Rajesh Deshpande and 
Ashok Bhairavkar winmng the first 
four spots with ease. It was really 
heartening to see Indians perform so 
well on custom built MX bikes, with 
such little practice. Some more regu¬ 
lar practice is bound to transform 
them into real tigers next year. 

In the 265 class, Sashipal Singh 
Garcha on his modified 1969 Jawa won 
for an incredible fifth time in-a-row, 
thereby showing that he is still the 
unchallenged king in India and is gra- 
duaUy turning into some sort of a 
legend. Garcha, speaking to Sport- 
sworld, said “If I hadn’t injured my 
right leg during practice, 1 could have 
dcme well on my Czechoslovakian CZ 
250 bike in the Indian Foreign class 
too.” 

4f it was Garcha who was numero 
unQ in the 265 cc class, it was the 
BSA-BOND works team comprising 
Rajiv Agarwal, Bijoo Mathews and 
Chandrakant &tpute who completely 
dominated the 6Ucc class in that 
order. TTiese small BSA-BOND bikes 
really have zip in them and it was 
^eat to see them catapulting over the 
jumps and berms and the whoop-de- 
doos. 

Similarly, the 210cc class was won 
for the fotffth year consecutively by 



Rajesh and Vijay Deshpande of Nasik, 
followed by Rajiv Agrawal in third 
spot. While this may induce one to 
surmise that competition hasn’t in¬ 
creased, it also emphasises the riding 
skills Garcha, Deshpande and Co pos¬ 
sess. 

Two Racecrafters riders, Ashwin 
Oabholkar and Ajay Bafha (the winner 
of last year’s Bombay motocross), 
impress^ in the lOScc and mini bikes 
classes, while youngsters Deepak 
Barguje, Yezdi Patel and Gurinder 
Kahlon revelled in the 'Novices’ class. 


PARA had every reason, therefore, 
to be proud after their show this year. 
One quote from Tage Magnusson, the 
President of the IntemaUonal MX 
Commission of the FIM suras it up 
well. "I am highly impressed by the 
PARA organisation and potential, I am 
very eager to grant them ®rect FIM 
affiliation and am sure India will pro¬ 
duce a world-class rider in the next 
five years at least” 

So we wait untU next year, when 
the next in the series from Pune— 
PARA 5—wU be flagged off. 
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Railways on winning track 

S AIIAV vu-re f)iUhe right track respective games and also won the they lost to Maharashtra 1-2. Madhu/ 

Ht !\oi,, •.lieu- they bagged die deciding doubles after Kerala had mita Bishl gave the Kailways theur 

'.Ill the symbol of sup- wrapped up the first doubles. In the only win in the final when she teat 

rernai . .'i ihf Men’s team cham- other semi-final Kailways outclassed Hufrish Nariman just conceding eight 

pioii'-i'ii . ? '.lie badminton Nationals. Punjab. points in the entire match. Ami Ghia, a 

The .'eic hack in the top position Railways made shortwork of Gu- former Kailways player, squared the 
alt( I le.ir. More surprising and jarat in the final. The West Zone .issue in style by beating Railways 

tk^k ' "1 thy than the Railways'victory champions once again played Savaiia in newest recruit Neeru Nijhawan 15-10, 

vv ". die fact that Gujarat made their the opening singles and tvere once 15-9. The outcome of the 

i„i:vieii entry into the final. a gain 0-1 down.Vikram Singh was tie hinged around the doubles. Madhu- 

! lUiarat. who have a much stronger never really in the game in the second mita Hisht and Neeru Nijhawan fought 

ie;*.m with I’artho Ganguly and Vikram singles against Syed Modi who won ^valiantly against the experienced pair 

Mngh in their ranks, squeezed past the encounter and pul the Kailways *»of Ami Gliia and Deepti Thanekar. 

Kerala 3-2 in the semi-final. The ahead 2-0. Much was expected of *Madhumita was in good nick and 
victory was as much due to well Partho Ganguly in the last singles *’ managed to take a 9-2 lead on her 

lliougiit out tactics as it was due to match where he faced Sanat Mislira. .service. The inexperience of her part- 

good tedminton. Gujarat sacrificed the The latter however caused some sort ner was primarily responsible for their 

first singles when they nominated of a flutter when he wliipped Ganguly defeat, as the young Neeru was a little 

their number three Savaiia to play the 15-8, 15-4, witHa fine exliibition of out of her depth. 

Kerala champion Vimal Kumar. As skill and stamina. Having taken a In the individual event however it 

expected Kerala went into a 1-0 lead winning 3-0 lead Kailways conceded was the Railways who stole the lime- 

when Vimal Kumar routed Savaiia in the two doubles games for the final light with Madhumita Bislit regaining 
straight games. Partho Ganguly and score to read 3-2 in their favour. the singles title as well clinching the 

Vikram Singh who have recently Railways were however not so for- doubles crown partnering Mallika 
joined Gujarat l-'ertilizers won their tunate in the women’s section whore Harua of Assam. The once invincible 

The Railways ware deserving winners of the Men’s team event 







Ami Ghia, who first realized that age 
' was catching with her at the last 
I Nationals played in Delhi, soon found 
! out that it was not just a bad patch that 
she was goitiK ihrouKh liut that her 
reflexes were not quite as i^ood as 
I they were a couple of vears ago. To 
her amazement she found that it w.is 
primanly Itecause of this that stu- 
failed to regain her lost crown. She 
f lost the fust game to the holder rather 
tamely, commitnifi a senes of un¬ 
forced errors. Madhiimila's csvcellent 
forehand flicks often left lici opponent 
stranded. The second game saw some 
really exciting rallies with (ihia linding 
het; touch and going into an lead in 
the second game. Madhumifa. like lu'r 
husband Vikram Singh, is an attacking 
plavei and she prefers to keep her 
opfKinent on the baseline. That is 
exactly what she started doing. She 
kept Ami pinned on the basidine by 
using her lethal smash. Ami soon lost 
her rythum and her judgement was 
soon . awry. Without further ado 
Madhumita Bisht wrapped up the 
game and the match. 

In the Men’s section it w’as 
Madhurya Barua, originally from 
Assam but now playing for Delhi, who 
really impressed one and all. Barua, 
who is the current Junior National 
champion has been selected to repre¬ 
sent the country at the All England 
Badminton championships. In the 
quarter-final he scalped the fourth 
Med Saiqay Sharma after having 
beaten Sanjay Jain of Ludhiana in the 
pre quarter final. The latter had him¬ 


self caused Sfune sort of a sensation 
when he upset sixth seeded Vikram 
Singh in an earlier round. In the 
semi-final Barua came up against the 
experienced Syed Modi. Barua made 
the mistake of exposing all his 
strenghts and weaknesses early in the 
match. Though he was able io run into 
.1 9 3 lead in the first game, it was 
(juito obvious that Modi w’ould soon 
size up his opponent and come back 
into the match. Quite prdictably Modi 
found his touch and stonned into the 
final. In the other semi-final Vimal 
Kumar overcame a fighting Harjeel 
.Singh. Singh was a little lucky to make 
that st.ige of the tournament as his 
quarter final opponent Ravi Kunte 
developed knee Iroulile in (he middle' 
of the game. 

When the cat is a wav the mice are 
at play. So goes the saying. At Kota 
the abseni'e of Pnikash f^adhukone 
paved the wav for a fairly easy tourna¬ 
ment win for Seed Modi. f)nly once in 
the last SIX years has Modi vvon the 
National title boating Piakash, wh<i is 
invariably out of the country pla^ang 
tournaments. With lYakash getting on 
in years a clash between the two 
would probably lie an exciting and 
interesting affair. 

The finalists should however he 
credited for making the fiiral a treat for 
the spectators. Vimal Kumar who is 
younger than Modi has imjiroved con¬ 
siderably after his stint in Europe. He 
has become a far more attacking 
player as he has developed a ptiworfiil 
smash. It v^as this aspect of his game 


that did cause a worry or two to Syed 
Modi. But Kumar had an additional 
weapon. He was varying his game 
exceptionally well. But the experience 
of Modi saw the champion through. 
Kumar, a swift mover on the court, 
soon ran into problems with a number 
of unforced errors. Modi displayed a 
good all-court game to take command 
of the match. He look th<' first but 
Kumar set a fast pace in the second 
game to run into a 3-0 lead. Modi 
maintained his cool and recovered to 
take the game and win his sixth 
consecutive National singles title. 

Some years ago there were n num- 
bt'r of players in the same class. 
There w'as not much to choose be¬ 
tween Nandu Natt;kar, Dinesh Klian- 
na, Suresh. (ioel. Dipu Ghosh and 
Satish Bhatiti. Thereafter the emerg¬ 
ence of Prakash widened the gap 
between the top man and the rest. 
Over the vears only Modi has come 
anywhere near his class. The rest 
have been far behind. The scene in 
the Women's sectum is a little m<ire 
encouraging. The reign of Ami Ghia 
has ended and the reign of Madhumita 
Bisht has begun. Mallika Barua also 
impressed and earned a place in the 
team for the AH England Cham¬ 
pionships. It was unfortunate that 
even though the Badminton Associa¬ 
tion of india is one of the best 
organised National Federations in the 
country, the Nationals were far from 
productive as there was a poor display 
of talent, 

B.F. ClunHhm 
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Chart Six of the 5BX Plan 


T his is tin l. I on ilif oHX stTit's vvlucb wo hiive 
iH'on ii-ini; ioi some time now. Wliile ;ill the 
previous li. iis pt rliiined to norninl people iind, in llie 
hi>»hei I 'OS, to Air Foree personnel, this piirtii ul;ir 
chiirt lo ]ieoi)le with ;i much hijihei lexel ol fitness. 

In t':i. I I'hi i« al c.ipacities in this chart aie iisiiall.v ioiiiid 
onh i;. I hampion athletes. 

'i'i.e .ei\ important tiling'about the oHX I’lan is that \ou 
she {«! find tlie rij^hl level for your a^e and then vvoik \our 
w i-. I'.ilie hardei stuft. If voii lanc\ yours»‘lf as a hot-shot 
■ i.Meu and start at a much hijiiher level, von will he the one 
10 lenret it as you w'ill end up with aches and pains in 
|)lai es that you did not even know existed. If your muscles 
aie not used to much exercise and you suddenly start with 
a hiither chart, they will not be able to cope with the strain. 
However, if you can work your wa.v up tile chart al a 
suitable sp<‘ed. you may just find that you do. finally, 
possess tile fitness of a champion athlete. 

The ."dlX I’lan that we have been serialisinjt is lioin 
l*liysicnl Filiu“i> iiublished by Pi'neuiii Hooks. The ever 
cises weie develojred bv the Koval Canadian .Air Ftirce 
with the physical litness ol their peisonnel in ininil. 


l^evel 


EXERCISE 


1 Mile 
run 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Mins; Secs 

A-f 

30 

50 

40 

40 

6(M) 

5:00 

A 

30 

48 

39 

39 

580 

5:03 

A- 

30 

47 

38 

38 

555 

5:09 

H+ 

28 

45 

37 

36 

530 

5:12 

B 

28 

44 

36 

35 

525 

5:18 

B - 

28 

43 

35 

34 

515 

5:24 

C-t- 

26 

41 

34 

32 

505 

5:27 

c 

26 

403 

33 

31 

495 

5:33 

c- 

26 

39, 

32 

30 

485 

5:39 

l)f 

24 

37 

31 

28 

475 

5:45 

D 

24 

36 

30 

27 

460 

5; .51 

D- 

24 

35 

29 

26 

450 

6:00 

Minutes 
for each 
exerice 

•> 

1 

1 

1 

6 



1) Stand with youi leet kept about shoulder-width .iparl 
and voui hands held io).;ethei above \our hi-ad. Hend 
from the wai'l ,ind tou< h both \oni hands about six 
inches outside \onr lell loot, bi-tween voui leet. and 
then SIX inehes outside VI>ui iiubt loot. Then siiaitthlen 
up and ciicle \uur h.inds around yoiii body, bendin.i’ 
backwards as tar as possible. Ke\eise dtreetiun altiT 
half the number of counts .ind reineinbci to ki-ep voui 
hands clasjred all the tinw. 

2 } Lie flat on your back with youi leet lopethei and yoni 
arms kept ioKether over your hetid. Sit up and .it ilu- 
same time lift .vour lefts without beiidiiif; voui knees 
such that yarn can reach out and touch voui to<‘.s. It is 
important that vou keejr .lanir leet loftether. lefts and 
arms siraifiht, vour upper hack and lefts clear llu> floor 
and that you touch your toes evc-ry time. 

:t) Lie on vour stomach with your leet toftelher iind your 
.inns toftether ovei your head. Raise your hetid and 
shoulders oft the floor whik‘ simultaneously liftiiift vour 
le’fts oil the floor. Vour arms ;itid lefts are lo be ke|.>i as 
straifthi as possible and vour chest and Ihiyths must 
deal the tlooi. 

1) Lie on VOUI stomach with voui fed loftether and youi 
hands placed palm downwards undei your shoulders. 
‘stnii.Lthteiiinf’ your arms, push yoursell oft the floor and 
slip VOUI hands to your chest hdore returniiift to the 
•i.iiiiiiv' iiosition. V'oii can balance yourself on yonr 

t' S"- 

.“■) Si.iUiinaiv lun. Countiiift one step every tune your left 
loci loMches the floor, run on the spot, liftinft yoiii 
kins-' to al least waist heiftht. .Afti'i every 75 steps do 
aboui i(‘ i.uk lunifis' and cairv on vvilli your statioiuiiy 
run. .ka k .lumiis: Sit on voui li.iunches with your feet 
loftethci and vour flutters resliiift on the lloor. Jumi) up, 
raisiiif; voui lefts to about waist height while makin.(j 
sure that thev are stiaight tind try to touch vour toes in 
!' air. 





WALLY GROUT 

WALLY GROUT ONLY WON A TESTCAP AT THE 
AGE OF THIRTY, BUT MANAGED TO WICKET- 
KEEP FOR AUSTRALIA FOR 31 TESTS. GROUT 
HAD A HAND IN 187 TEST DISMISSALS. IN HIS 
VERY FIRST TEST HE TOOK SIX CA TCHES IN 
ONE INNINGS. HIS GREATEST EFFORT. 
HOWEVER, WAS HIS EIGHT CATCHES IN AN 
INNINGS FOR QUEENSLAND AGAINST WEST¬ 
ERN AUSTRALIA. 

GROUT FORMED A GREAT PARTNERSHIP 
WITH FAST BOWLER ALAN DAVIDSON. THEIR 
UNCANNY ABILITY TO READ EACH OTHER'S 
GAME BROUGHT ABOUT THE DOWNFALL OF 
MANY A TOP CLASS BATSMAN. THOUGH NOT 
AN EXCEPTIONALL Y GOOD BA T3MAN, GROUT 
COULD BE RELIED UPON TO PUtUPA FIGHT 
WHEN THE CHIPS WERE DOWN. HIS 74 
AGAINST ENGLAND IN 1958-59 WAS HIS HIGH¬ 
EST TEST SCORE. THOUGH HIS MOST VALU¬ 
ABLE KNOCK WAS WHEN HE SCORED 37 IN A 
MATCH-WINNING PARTNERSHIP OF89 WITH 
PETER BURGE AT HEADINGLEY IN 1961. 

AFTER PLA YING TEST CRICKET FOR 
ALMOST A DECADE. GROUT. ONE OF THE 
GREATEST WICKETKEEPERS EVER. FINALLY 
DECIDED TO CALL IT A DAY. UNFORTUNATELY 
HE COULD NOT CONTRIBUTE FURTHER TO 
AUSTRALIAN CRICKET AS HE DIED OF A MAS¬ 
SIVE HEART ATTACK LESS THAN THREE 
YEARS AFTER HIS RETIREMENT WHEN HE 
WAS JUST 40 YEARS OLD. 


f 





WHILE the bo«l< extract this week makes vcr>- amusing 
reading, there are some very amusing incidents in rugby ’ 
that happened i iff the field. 

Take I Ik- l ase of Mick English, the Irish stand-off, who 
was asked lo explain a vital tackle that he missed on the 
English fit half Phil Horrocks-Taylor. After a lot of serious 
thouglit about it, English came up with, “Horrocks went 
one wav. T.ilor went the other - and I was left holding the 
bloodt liyphen.” 

Vet another gem came from Eddie Bugden, the 
outside hall of the irnperial College, London 1st XV and 
the coach of the College Ladies XV. Speaking about his 



ladies team. Bugden might have meant it in all earnest but 
he was later quoted as saying, ‘i think the hardest thing is 
to get them dirty. They don’t like getting on the floor. But 
it isn’t hard to persuade them..." 

Another source of amusement are programme mis¬ 
prints. After scoring the only try of the game in Wales's 
18-9 victory over Ireland in 1984, Robert Ackerman may 
have wished to throttle the printer who converted his dub 
from London Welsh to London Irish! More spectacular 
was the misspelling of Colm Tucker’s surname in the 
France v Ireland programme in 1980! 

Pradeep Paul 











49 


All KTYffi Game 


qudre bmrp 


Daily Thompson 

R emember Don Thompson? He 
was the British gold medal win¬ 
ning walker who trained in his bath¬ 
room with steaming kettles and hea¬ 
ters to prepare for the 1960 Rorne 
Olympics. He went on to win Britain's 
only athletics gold that year. 

Anybody who had won an Olympic 
gold over 25 years ago might be t^ing 
it easy. But not Don Thompson. Now 
at 53 and a runner, he still maintains a 
training schedule which would test the 
best for dedication. 

He tip-toes down the path of his 
house every morning at the unearthly 
hour of 4.30 and then runs his 
favourite 185-mile road circuit in the 
eerie darkness. It is only on Satur¬ 
days, when Thompson covers about 
20 to 25 miles, does even the milkman 
see him. 

Running ;ind walking he has hoofed 
83, (KX) miles since 1951. Last month 
he took part in his 10(X)th race, but 
that was a landmark tinged with sad¬ 
ness. For on that same day, his old 
mentor, Harold Whitlock died at the. 
age of 82. It was Whitlock, winner of 
the same title as Thompson’s in Hit¬ 
ler’s Berlin Games of 1936, and like 
Thompson Britain’s only individual 
gold medallist that year, who had 
advised Thompson on preparing for 
Rome. 

In his well kept training diaries 
Thompson has allocated one line to 
each of the 9,400 days. His only 
concession to that victory in Septem¬ 
ber 1960 was to aOow the details to 
occupy two lines instead. 



Rockyed 

Final blow 

C RAIG BODZIANOWSKI, the 24- 
year-old American cruiserweight 
boxer had his first fight since losing his 
right foot in a motorcycle accident. 

And he knocked out Francis Sargent. 

His opponent however kept his best 
blow lor outside the ring. Sargent was 
reported as sajnng that he ‘threw’ the 
fight after receiving telephone threats. 
Although Sargent later claimed he had 
been rmsquoted, the Illinois state 
Athletic Board will hold an inquiry. 

Jerry Moore. Sargent’s manager, 
admits his man seemed to be preoccu¬ 
pied before the fight: “If you’re a black 
man brought up in a ghetto and you’re 
in a white neighbourhood, fitting a 
guy who’s lost his foot and is the 
sentimental favourite... ” 



Play And Earn 

Golden carrot 

C ricket in South Africa means 
money—at least at the interna¬ 
tional level. The country’s white crick¬ 
et officials not only attract players 
from other countries with huge sums 
of money. Domestic cricketers too 
are baited with the same carrot. 

It is not just love of cricket that 
keeps South African batsman Graeme 
Pollock in the game. For matches 
against the breakaway Australians, his 
sponsors pay him a ItK) rand (around 
500 rupees) bonus for every four runs 
he scores, a bonus of 500 rand (i.e. 
about 2.500 rupees) for every half 
century and 1000 rand for every ton. 

A double century is worth 5,000 rand. 
Even a catch is worth 150 rand. 

Legs Eleven 

Break a leg 

S OME Football clubs sack mana¬ 
gers. The English Gola League 
Club Boston United, breaks their 
legs. 

Last season the then manager, 
Arthur Mann, had a leg broken in a 
pre-season “friendly”. This season the 
caretaker, manager Ray O’Brien, 
found that with injuries and suspen¬ 
sions he only had twelve fit players; 

Forseeing the need to get fit for a 
match last month, he played a Sunday 
game for a local park8<side. He did 
well; scored a goal in fact. But six 
minutes from from tirae he was caught 
in a tackle... his left leg was broken in 
two {fiaces. 





AM January P.T. 
iCiMiUsha. Zat'ar Iqbal, 
Bachendri I’al. KaviShastri 
and Khazan Singh are 
among sportspersons 
who are awarded the Ar- 
juna Award by the Presi¬ 
dent (iiani Zai! Sinj^ at an 
impressive ceremony at 
the Ashoka Hall of the 
Rasiitrapati Bhavan. 

Hosts India get another 
thumping in the Nehru Cup 
soccer tournament as East 
Germany beat them by five 
goals to nil in a round robin 
league match at the Chan- 
drasekharan Nair Stadium 
at Trivandrum 

East Bengal bow out of the 
Asian Club soccer cham¬ 
pionship at Jeddah losing to 
Tiga Berlian of Indonesia 
by a brace of goals. 

A A January India 
M wfail to stay ahead of 
New Zealand in the points 
table of the Benson and 
Hedges World Series Cup 


as they lose to the Kiwis by 
five wickets in a 50-over 
game at Melbourne. Scor¬ 
ing 238 for ei^t, India 
cannot contain the 
onslaught of the New Zea¬ 
land firontline batsmen who 
notch up 239 for five. 

Peru rally from a goal’s 
deficit to beat South Korea 
by two goals to one in their 
round robin league match at 
the Nehru Gold Cup soccer 
tournament. 

Prakash Padukone pulls off 
an upset 15-9, 15-9 win 
over third seeded Steve 
Baddeley of England to 
move into the semifinal of 
the Japan Open badminton 
championship at 
Kiryu. 

A^ JanuaryUSSR 
j6i*Vdisplay some of 
their true class as they beat 
East Germany 4-1 in their 
match at the Nehru Gold 
Cup soccer tournament at 
Trivandrum. 




boviet union’s bergei BubKa soars to a new indoor 
record for the pole vault at the 1986 Yomiuri 
International Indoor Track and Field Meet in Osaka. 
Bubka broke USA’s Billy Olson's record of 5.86m 
by 0.01 metre 


Andrea Balestrlerl of Italy looks like one of Mad 
Max’s gang as he speeds through a village fn Niger 
during the .12th stage of the Parls-Oakar felly 


A JB January India 
^■eVrepay compliments 
to New Zealand beating 
them by exactly the same 
margin—five wickets—in a 
Benson and Hedges WSC 
game at Adelaide. 

India put up their best dis¬ 
play so far at the Nehru 
Cup soccer tournament as 
they hold China to a goal¬ 
less draw in a league match 
at Trivandrum. 

Prakash Padukone bows 
out of the Japan Open bad- 
mintion cl^pionships at 
Kiryu as he loses a three- 
game thriller semifinal to Ib 
Frederiksen of Denmark. 

In the other semifinal, Yang 
Yang of China also has to 
struggle to get past Icuk 
Sugiarto. 

A A Jumiary USSR 
M wunderline their 
chance of making the final 
of the Nehru Gold Cup 
soccer tournament at Tri¬ 
vandrum beating Peru by 


two goals to nil. 

Switzerland emerge the top 
tennis nation of Europe as 
their doubles pair of Jakob 
Hlasek and Roland Stadler 
beat Libor Piinek and Peter 
Korde of Czechoslovakia to 
clinch the tie 2-1 and win 
the Eluropean Cup. 

India fail to maintain the 
required run rate and lose 
to Australia by 36 runs in 
their penultimate clash of 
the WSC limited overs 
cricket at Adelaide. 

A *9 January Austra- 
A a lia make a mockery 
of the game of cricket as 
Aey throw away their 
wickets for just 70 runs and 
let New Zealand cruise to a 
206 run victory in a WSC 
game at Adelaide. 

A A January Philip- 
JaiCapines win the Asian 
teams' chess cham^onship 
with a win over Syra in Bie 
last round. 
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Crossword 


Quiz 
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ACROSS 

1. Traditional team pursuit game o( 
Indian origin (7) 

4. What the striKer and non-striker 
would need if they suddenly were 
rendered injured and hence, 
immobile (7) 

8. and 9. Leading cricket 

photographer has two right 
angles in between (7,1) 

10. Country which hosted the first Asian 
Games (5) 

11 Indian with a century on Test debut 
in England in 1959 (4) 

1 2. Doorway for a cricket term (4) 

1 3. Insect for an outdoor sport (7) 

15. This Palace, returning, is the venue 
of many an athletics meet (7) 

DOWN 

1. Suffix to be found with many a 
Bombay or Maharashtra cricketer 
(3) 

2. Sports Authority of India ascends 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

3. Egyptian squash player, who 
picked up the game while serving 
as an officer at the London 
Embassy, won the amateu. 
championship six times in all (1.3.3) 

5. Promising jockey who died an 
untimely death may be mistaken for 
a prolific Indian batsman of the past 

6. Thtrteen-a-side football game of 
running, passing from hand to hand 
and kiting an oval bail (1,6) 

7. Wimbledon champion of the Fifties 
stutters towards the end (7) 

13. and 14. Association Football club 
formed by the Irish 
Catholics to provide meals 
for the needy children of 
Glasgow (6) 

Excflllent: 18*14, Good: 13, Fair: 12. 


QUESTIONS 

1. The attack of a famous European 
club comprised for some time, no 
less than three winner^ of the 
'European Footballer of the Year' 
award. Identify the club and the 
players. 

2. Which famous Uruguayanlorward 
scored more than 600 goals in his 
entire football career? 

3. Who has scored the highest 
number of goals in the Olympic 
soccer tournament so far? 

4. Only one Asian footballer has 
earned the distinction of becoming 
the highest scorer in an Olympic 
tournament. Who is he? 

5. A footballer became the top scorer 
in a certain World Cup. Add an ‘F’ 
before his surname arid you get that 
of his compatriot who had topped 
the scorers' list in an Olympics. 

Who are the two? 

6 Six players were sent off in a World 
Club Cup match. Who were the two 
opponents and which was the year? 

7. Players of a famous European 
football club sport white shirts and 
white shorts. Which is it? 

8. The surname of a well-known Dutch, 
footballer is a country! Who is the 
player'^ 

ANSWERS 
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Bridge 

Bong Sohapiro 


It is always entertaining to see a victory 
for David over Goliath. When France 
played Portugal at a critical stage of the 
European Championship. Michel Perron 
was in a sense out^ayed by J.M. 
Santos, of Portugal. 


♦ 4 

C? Q 10 9 8 7 
O K 7 

♦ A J 10 8 3 

l|-n-9 3 

L P K 5 2 
P™ c ^ 00108643 


4kA108652 
0? J 6 3 
O J 

4k 9 7 5 


+ 2 

♦ K Q J 7 
C? A4 
O A 9 5 
4k K Q 6 4 


South was the dealer at game all. At 
both tables South became declarer in 
six clubs after West had overcalled in 
spades. 

Prospects were not good when West 
led the ace of spades and followed with 
another. Perron decided that the only 
chance was to find a singleton king of 
hearts. There could be no point in 
risking a spade ruff by East, so he won 
the second trick with dummy's 10 of 
clubs. East had to find five discards on 
the spades and clubs, but there was no 
problem—he could spare four diamonds 
and a heart, so Perron'was one down. 

At the other table the defence began 
in the same way, but Santos did not ruff 
the second spade. He was able then to 
play for this ending: 


♦ - 

C? Q 

O K 7 
J 


4» 10 

cp J 6 
O J 

4k- 


4k - 

K 

O Q 10 8 

4k- 


$ 4 

O A 10 5 
-Ik- 


East was squeezed when South cros¬ 
sed to the king of diamonds and led the 
last trump. The squeeze would have 
worked if East had held only six di* 
amends. 
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By Bin Be aumon t 

I MU^T say I was intrigued to kam 
/ that Ms book on tl^ great disaster 
of rugby was beingcxmipikdbya 
Welshman, and presumed it would 
eoncenlrate on the singular Jack of 
success by Wales in the 19^s. No 
such luck. I have to admit my next 
tram of thougdit kdme to fear that 
Chris Rhys might have shifted his 
attention to that rather fallow period 
from 1963 to 1979 when Eng^rvd's 
name did not feature all that promin¬ 
ently or often on the roll of honour. 
Happily, in this highly entertaining 
colkction of anecdotes he has chosen 
a much wider canvass to ^lore, and 
the end product is essential reading 
for followers of the game. My initial 
reaction, when ask^ what I thought 
was the greatest disaster in Rugby o 
Unkm in my tune, was disarm! < 

ngly simpk and straightforward. 
Ihavelmgheld the view that the jgju 
fact that the parents of Gareth 
Edwards, Barry Jolm, Gerald Dams 
and Bennett were not all English, 

and that these four bouncing babies 
were not bom ti England, was a 
disaster of the most monumental 
proportions bordering on the unfor- 
giveabk. One disaster provokes 
another and so it was, whik preparing 
for my first international against Waks 
inCardiff, that I remember our coach 
telling the England squad at training to 
take up their usual positions. Imagme 
my trerMation as a fresh-faced youth 
wAen I saw our team jog downSeld 
and line up behind the goal-UtK to wait 
for the conversion. 

Of course, history shows that there 
was no great reason for England to 
suffer /h)nj complacency or overconS- 
dence when confronted by Wales. Of 
my six internationals ags^t Waks, 

6ve fall neatly into the pigeonhole 
reserved under the tide of this bocdc. 
However, on tite other occasion, at 
Twickenham in 1980, We really 
crushed the Welsh, admittedly re- 
diK-ed to 14 men with tins early 
departure of Paul Ringer, by three 
penalty goals to two trks. Up to that 

___ M 


Irrevarewfft. 
Outragemu, That Ut 
iheonty amyia 
deserihe thishook. 
Compiled hy Chrlt 
Rhys, and bached by 
apt illustratiwnM by 
wlin WhMoeh, the 
incidents eecordled 
here make compulsive 
vending /or rugger 
fans and even if you 
have never 
experienced the thrill 
of a tmichdown, read 
on.Tlmbotdtls 
published by Stanley 
Paul, London and 
priced at £4»9S 
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point I had often argued that the value 
of the penalty goal was disfuop- 
ortionatelyhigh, but it is amazing in 
retrospect, howea^rme’s judgment 
cm be clouded. Mndyou, J was made 
painfolly aware the following year 
down in Cardiff that one swallow does 
not make a summer. I found it bad 
enough that we lost 21-19, but the 
felony was compounded by enthusias¬ 
tic Welshmen during the weeir of the 
match selling lapel badges to ecstatic 
ffuis swathed in red and white scarves 
which stated: "Bill Beaumont walks on 
water', with the PS: 'Bullshit Boats’. 

In my Srst year of international 
rugby I experknced one of the great 
dismters which tend to befall most 
[Bayers at some time or other — 
playing out of positim. After a tem¬ 
pestuous opening few nunutes in the 
match against Austalia at Brisbane, I 
was back in our chmgingroom having 
some stitdKS inserted into a head 
wound when I heard the ominous 
sound of studs on concrete slowly 
malting their way towards the dooi. It 
opened hesitatingly md in came Mike 
Burton. He had just been sent off, and 
for the only time in his whok life he 
was rendered speechless. He sat in 
sSence staring at the ground as I 
returned to the fray. I was met on the 
toudtiine by the Englmd manager 
Alec Lewis who inquired politely: 
'Have you ever played prop forward 
before or will the next 75 minutes be 
your first attempt?' 

My very Srst disaster in rugby 
nearly ended my career before a had 
begun. I promised my mother on my 
V Brst natch in Durham that I would 

\ be homeJong before midnight 
\ A surfeit of good beer and 
bad company meant that 
I phoned home feel- 
ingand sounding slightly the worse for 
wear in the early hours of the rimm¬ 
ing. As 1 was about to ring off I heard 
my mother turn to my father m bed 
and say: That's it BW has just played 
his last game ofruffoy. 'Fortunately, I 
surviv^ to take part in my Mr share 
of rugby dkasters—and with that 
background I am ideally placed to 
aigiredate this bock to the foil and 
commeixlit warmly. 
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F rom the highest to the lowest 
venues seem strange to somec 
WhCT in 1907 it was proposed tci n 
Twickenham the headquarters of 1 
RFU. ^meone disdaii^y wrote: 
The site chosen is a market gairde 
Whether Twickeidram will prove t 
the ideal site is very doubt^'. 

Indeed, setting up a club can be 
most difficult business of all. Wher 
Southwold RFC was first formed, 
members applied to the council to 
p^ of Southwold Common for a 
pitch, and permission was duly 
granted. The common is a large pii 
of land, between the town and the 
harbour, and includes a nine-hole g 
course, cricket, football, and now 
rugby pitches. The whole area is 
criss-crossed witti old pathways. 

During the rugby club’s first sea¬ 
son, an elderly lady was seen walking 
diagonally across the field of play with 
her dog. Not only was she exercising 
ter dog, she was also exercising her 
right to walk on common pathways. 
The habit became folklore, and re¬ 
ferees were warned in advance. Play 
was stopped when she turned up, 
players welcomed her with a poUte 
go^ afternoon and applauded her 
from the field of play. This happened 
for five or six seasons until she died. 

Another club to launch itself in a 
modest way was Vigo RFC, located in 
the wilds of Kent between Maidstone 
and Gravesend and named after the 
pub in which someone first had the 
great idea, one boozy Sunday lun¬ 
chtime in 1969, of starting a team. In 
the cold and sober light of Mon^y, 
and for several days and weeks there¬ 
after, the beauty of the idea was much 
questioned. Practical matters seemed 
also to defy solution, such as where to 
get a set of posts. 

Assuming that it was possible to 
buy them, even if no Vigoan knew 
^^re, the organizers sent out beg¬ 
ging letters to any person wlio had 
ever offered to buy a round in the pub, 
but this lurought neither joy nor cash. 
Eventually ttey decided they would 
have'tb make their own, and some 
diseased elms from the nearby woods 
were fefied, trimmed and re-eiected 
on the field loaned to the club by the 
landlady of the ITtgo Inn. 

In dw early years there was no 
dubhouae, but if the landlady was in a 
reasonable mood the teams changed 
Bi die pubfic bar after diinl^-up 
time, u she waa-not, tl«y were 
banished to a large disused chicken 
coop in the comer of the field. 
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What dse does a rugby chib need? 
Washing facilities/ They had those. 
Aibexz match, the worst of the mud 
was Washed oft at a free-standing tap 
k the field, and then each Vigo player 
took a visiting opponent back to his 
own home for a hot bath, a mug of tea 
and fH'rhaps a meal, before returning 
to the pub for the evening. One of the 
Rosslyn Park sides thou^t this was 
such a charming ritual that they came 
back the following week when a fix¬ 
ture was cancelled. 

A similar pioneering spirit was evi¬ 
dent in 1972 when the Cayman Island; 
RFC was founded—^with no ball, no 
pitch, and certainly no clubhouse. 

Their nearest opponents were in 
Jamaica, six hundred miles away, 
which may qualify them as the most 
travelled and least-exercised wander¬ 
ing club. However, in 1975, led by 
famous Golden Oldie Jeff Butterfield, 
the club secured the rights to hack a 
proper rugby ground from a patch of 
pine forest—which they did. 

Things are different nowadays in 
the Caribbean. As an official of Trini¬ 
dad and Tobago RFU put it, touring 
dubs are very welcome, especially in 
August. He added; ‘You pay to get 
here... we’ll look after the transporta¬ 
tion, some entertainment, and your 
laundry’. 

In the Pacific, Fiji have a long- 
established reputation for rugby. 
Their first overseas international was 
played a^pst Western Samoa at Apia 
in 1924. Tlie pitch contained a large 
tree on the halfway line which hin¬ 
dered kicking and caUed for careful 
negotiation. The match, which Fiji 
won 6-0, had to start at 7 am to allow 
the home players time to get to work 
alter the game. 

In 1948 Fjji played the New Zealand 
Maoris at Suva. lYiis was the first 
time the team had worn boots, and 
many players complained of soreness 
and cramp; some wrenched off their 
boots and flung them across the 
touchline, but Uiere was little they 
could do to stop the Maoris winning 
24-6. 

When the Fijians came to Britain in 
1970, one or two jokers in the squad 
enjoyed playing up their ‘primitive’ 
background. A young agency reporter 
on one of his first assignments made 
the mistake of asking a large Fijian 
forward how they celebrated after 
their matches, ‘The winners eat the 
losers, ’ he replied. 

Excerpt from a Tongan handbook: 
‘We prefer rugby to cricket. Rugby 
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jerseys last four years. We can’t half the players. The temperature was 

afford cricket baUs, they are too ex- in the low 90s, and Amman, who led 
pensive. Boots are a problem. 'The 6-4 at half-time, eventually Won 26- 
RFU forced us to wear them in 10. 

1940... ’ ' In the Far East, rugby is viewed 

In 1983 there were four rugby clubs very differently according to where 

in Indonesia. One came from the you find yourself. 'Theisport is banned 

International Sports Club in Djakarta. in the People’s Republic of China, a 
and was fiili of well-fed and sli{ditiy bulletin from their Sporis Council ex- 
corpulent businessmen. Another was plaining that ‘the meeting of sullied 
made up of French oil-rig workers in bodies in physical contact cannot be 
the Kalimantan province of Borneo. approved. Tliere is no place for these 

TTie third club, at Bandung, was elements in our society’. 'Thus, when 

chiefly noted for its ground which had the Shanghai dub fold^ in 1952 after 

a 15-foot rise between touchUnes. the naval connection was virtually 
The fourth was also noted for its severed, the surplus funds were pre¬ 
ground: the dub were from at US sented to the RFU for a Royal Retir- 

Navy vessel, and insisted on playing ing Room at Twickenham, 
tlieir home matches aboard ship! In Japan, on the other hand, rugby 

In Tahiti,.because of the high day- has been popular since the 1920s, 

time temperatures, all rugby matches when the Japanese RFU published a 
are scheduled as evening kick-offs. To p^phlet called ‘The Land of the 
prevent the afternoons from becoming Rising Scrum. ’ The Japanese Royal 

tedious, all visiting teams are invited Family have been patrons of the game 
to an extra function before the game. since those early days, thanks to the 
In Bahrain, the only playable turfed efforts of Shigeru Kayama, president 
pitch is at the airport. Games take of the RFU, who in the course of a 

place alongside the main runway, and long sea voyage successfully mar- 
have often been halted for the arrival keted his enthusiasm to Prince 
and departure of Concorde and Jumbo Cliichubu. Today the only sports sta- 
jets. tue in Tokyo—capital of a land of judo. 

In Gibralter they play a modified sumo wrestling, baseball and gymnas- 
fomi of Rugby Union. Because there tics—features a scrum-capped rugby 

is no grass on the only pitch on the player. It stands outside the main 
Rock, visiting teams are invited to entrance to the Olympic Stadium, 
play a form of touch rugby to avoid In 1964 the authorities in Yugosla- 

serious injury. via, where they had been playing 

The lowest-ever rugby match was Rugby League, took the decision to 
held on the shore of the Dead Sea 385 tell all their clubs to stop pla 3 ring the 
m (1,286 ft) below sea level on 29 game and switch to Rugby Union! It is 

October 1982. A team from Aqaba and not known whether Yugoslavia at 

Safi challenged Amman on a pitch that time did not like professionalism, 

prepared by the construction company or were unsure what game they were 
George Wimpey, who also provided playing in the first place. 
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Distance is a problem for members 
of Oslo RFC, who need around 48 
hours to complete an away fixture. 

The pattern of a usii^ 'away' weekend 
is to catch a boat on Friday afternoon, 
play on Saturday and travel home 
ae^ on Sunday in time for work on 
Monday. The only other Norweffan 
club is at Stavanger, a round trip of 
685 miles, and the nearest dub is at 
Karlstad in Sweden, a round trip of 
310 miles. Recently, for a change, 
Oslo were hosts to a team of New 
Zealanders working on the North Sea 
rigs, who called themselves the Oil 
Blacks. 

One of the more remarkable games 
of rugby was played at a POW camp in- 
Poland, within ‘smelling distance’ of 
Auschwitz concentration camp. The 
pitch was the parade ground used for 
roll-call and exercise, so was virtually 
grassless. The temperature was be¬ 
low freezing. 

The fixture was between ‘Scotland’ 
and ‘Wales’ and took place on a 
Sunday, the rest day. Snow had fallen 
to a depth of ten inches the previous 
evening. The players stamped down 
the pitdi. The teams took the field in 
ammo boots, trousers, shirts and 
balaclavas. ITie game lasted 20 mi¬ 
nutes each way. Wales won by two 
tries to nil. Conversions were not 
attempted because balls, like players 
were not allowed over the wire. 

Merwards the teams returned to 
their huts for a wipe-down with a 
blanket. After-match festivities were 
conducted in the proper manner. 
Booze was a concoction of prunes, 
currants, fruits, schnapps, wood alco¬ 
hol, and any other available liquid. 

Bad weather has blighted many a 
feture, turning benign rugby grounds 
into unplayable boglands, snowfields 
etc. The coldest venues must be in 
the USSR. On 19 October 1978, vrtien 
Krasnoyarsk played Polytechnika 
Alma Ata, the temperature was minus 
23®C. The teams wore balaclavas, 
gloves and tracksuits to try and shield 
themselves from the Siberian blast. 
No-one was keen to cancel the match 
since the visitors had travelled some 
1,200 miles to get there! 

The organizers of the 1890 Uni¬ 
versity match had problems with the 
weatlwr. The game was arranged for 
the Queen’s Club, West Kensington, 
on 10 December, but on the day ‘a 
thidr fog obscured the ground’ and 
both teams were sent home. The 
match was re-arranged for 18 Febru¬ 
ary. The fog came down again. A third 
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This Welsh supporter was immsdiatsiy nfoknamed ‘The Walsh Rare 
Bit’ after he decided to bare It all at Twickenham. Meanwhile,, the 
English use the help of a kilt to expose Scotland’s weaknesses (bMow) 






The England v Wales match of 
1908, a played at Bnstol, was another 
Fog Horror Story. So thick was the 
fog that each tune there was a score, 
players had to find their way to the 
touchbnes to inform the crowd and 
shivering pressmen. 

It was much the same story m 
November 1982, when Gloucester¬ 
shire beat Surrey 19—16 in a county 
championship match at Gloucester. 

Or. at least, that is the general behef 
The game was played ui thick fog, the 
television cameras could not detect 
anythmg vaguely to do with the game, 
and two players were still wandering 


on the beaches. The season was 
completed on tune. 

On 12 February 1983, the game 
between East Feckham and Wellcome 
had been resdieduled for the niotning 
so that most of die home team could 
go to theu: c^tam's wedding that 
afternoon. Unfortunately there were 
severe snowstorms in the mght, and 
when the teams turned up at the 
ground no pitch markmgs were visi¬ 
ble. l%e g^ posts were white, and 
there were no flags on the white 
comer posts. East Peckhain play in 
red and Wellcome ui blue, but tl»t day 
Welcome unaccountably turned up m 


red also. The referee arrived m a 
white tracksuit and said it was too cold 
to take It off. He also forgot his 
whistle. Rumour has it tt»t East 
Peckham won the match 14-6. 

F emale mgby players mostly con¬ 
form to one of two images: the old 
and the new Nicola Carr, a 24-year- 
old trauiee solicitor, was one of the 
old-foshioned sort, in other words she 
was not very good, especially when 
pitched ui with six male team-mates to 
represent the Law Soaety in a seven- 
a-side tournament 
Nicola rose to the occasion, howev¬ 
er, by sconng a try At the tune she 
suspected ngguig by the opposition, 
vdio dived to the ground all around 
her, clutchuig thm au- as she made her 
way to the line, stepped over one last 
flailmg body and touched the baU 
down Nevertheless, four points is 
four poults—and Nicola was soon to 
make it six As she herself desenbed 
it. ‘I converted the try The ball went 
under the bar but the referee allowed 
it’. 

The new image of the female rugby 
player is altogether different, and is 
bemg fashioned in the ranks of the 
under-lU mini rugbv game At Marl¬ 
borough Rugby Club tiie winner of the 
award for the most unproved player of 
the season ui 1983 was Karenza 
Palmer, an eight-year-old gul Nor is 
she alone, in a muu rugby tournament 
m 1981, Dartmouth beat the Cardiff 
side Rumney by 42 pomts lo 4, and m 
the fii St half three tries were scored 
by one Tom Wilson, the Dartmouth 
outside-half 

At half-tune there was an urgent 
debate m the Dartmouth canrn, and as 
a result Tom spent the rest of the 
match in the pack Later Dennis 
Chase, tlie team coach, said- ‘At first I 
wanted to take her off at half-tune 
because she was too good for them. 
Fhe Welsh lads live for their rugby, 
and she was demoralizmg them. ’ 

On die subject of female suppor¬ 
ters, it is not widely known that 
ftincess Chnstma (rf Schleswig- 
Holstem is extremely keen on rugby. 
In 1956 the organizers of the Hosmt- 
als Cup Fmal, between Guys and St 
Mary's, were deliidtted when it was 
announ»d that she would be attend¬ 
ing the match. She arrived with her 
entourage, and was wined and duied 
by the President of the United Hospit¬ 
als, and eventually left in her Rolls 
Royce after the matdi had finished in a 
3-3 draw. It was only after an official 
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invitaticm had been extended for her 
to attend the replay (which St Mary’s 
won 16-0) that it was discovered that 
the Royal visitors were in feet a group 
of students from Guys Hospital. 

Team mascots come in two 
varieties—live and manufactured. One 
of the most celebrated mascots in the 
latter group was a substitute British 
Lion which travelled to the other side 
of the world in a classic ‘mercy dash’ 
which ended in what can only be 
classed as magnificent failure. The 
tmscot was the creation of a Chesire 
shirt compny who presented it to the 
1977 British Lions for their tour of 
New 2^aland. Shortly before the final 
Test, the four-foot-long mascot was 
stolen from the team bus. 

On hearing the news, the managing 
director of the shirt company, John 
Keeley, went in search of an identical 
' one. which he had given to an oil 
company director. He. however, had 
'» passed it on to his cleaner, and this 
bewildered lady had to be hastily 
relieved of her present. The lion was 
then flown to New Zealand and arrived 
in Auckland just in time for the kick¬ 
off. The Lions lost the Test 1(1-9, and 
with it the series... 

ftobably the most unusual live mas¬ 
cot carried around by a touring side 
was a snake which the 1909 Austra- 
i lians brought with them to Britain. 
Before their game against Llanelli the 
snake died—and the tounsts suffered 
their first defeat of the tour. 

In 1975 a member of Pontoise RFC, 
Paris, was stopped by Customs at 
Dover and clwged with flouting the 
quarantine laws which forbid the im¬ 
port of live animals—in this case a 
cockerel, the French emblem. He 
explained that he was on his way to 
the international at Twickenham and 
was going to present it to the people 
he was staying with over the 
weekend, as a gift for their hospitality. 

This was not the only coq to make 
the cross-Channel trip in 1975. A 
chamberinaid in a London Bridge hotel 
had tp be taken to hospital suffering 
from shock after a live cockerel 
accelerated out of a wardrobt; in her 
direction as she began her chores on 
the Monday morning after the game. 

Is streaiwg an act of support? if so, 
it is certainly extreme, and therefore 
comes into the category of fanatical. It 
can be ar^d, on the other hand, that 
streaking is mere exhibitionism and 
has fittle todo wdto the event at which 
it is committed. Our findings incline to 
the view that most streakers are first 
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Police helmets came to the rescue when Erika Roe decided to streak 
during the half-time of the 1982 international between England and 

Australia 


attention for the half-time pep talk, 
but they would keep turning round. ’ 


and foremost sports fens, and that the 
urge to strip off only attacks them on 
rare and special occasions. 

The first recorded sports streaker 
ran on the field at Bedford Town FC at 
half-time on 9 March 1974. A fortnight 
later an Australian, Michael O’Brien, 
became the first streaker to be 
arrested at a rugby international—the 
match between En^and and France at 
Twickenham. A poUce helmet was 
placed over the offendii^ parts and 
this helmet, together with the award¬ 
winning press photograph which fea¬ 
tures it, is on display at the Rugby 
Club in Hallam Street, London Wl. 

Many were the comments made 
both during and after Erika Roe’s 
femous streak at half-time in toe 1982 
international between Engh>nd and 
Australia: 

En^and’s captain, Bill Beaumont: 
“Three times I tried to get the lad's 


Erika’s employer, Mr Frank West- 
wood: ‘She should have been in the 
office’. And: ‘I ditoi’t recognize her on 
television.’ 

Erika's father, Mr Peter Roe: ‘Slie 
spent her childhood in Africa, where 
such things are not regarded with 
disfavour. It is seen as being prefectly 
natural.' And: ‘I first saw the incident 
on the News. It was a lovely picture.. 
She had her arms out—just like the 
Pope.’ 

Sarah Bennett, co-streaker: ‘How 
come she got all the publicity?' 

To commemorate her bold deed, 
Erika made a record which was re¬ 
leased in December 1982, sold ^ 
copies and was hmled as the Worst 
Record of toe Year, Oh, weU. .^shame 
about the voice. 
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T he death of vctt-ran In¬ 
dian cricketer Lall Sin^jh 
in faraway Sinjiapore last 
montti deprived India of yet 
another cricketer who had 
represented her in her very 
first Test niati h. To date it 
leaves Di Jehangir Khan, 
father o) contemporary 
cricketer Majid, as the sole 
survivor of the Indian side 
whu h played England at 
Loid's in June 1932. 

i.al] Singh was credited 
as being the first—and. till 
the start of last season, the 
only—Malaysian to have 
played Test cricket. Repu¬ 
ted to have a swooping pair 
of hands in the outfield, Lall 
Singh is also credited with 
the boast that he was the 
only Test player to own a 
nightclub in Paris. 

There are quite a few 
versions as to the propriety 
of Lall Singh’s inclusion in 
the 1932 side. Speaking to 
Ur Jehangir Khan a little 
over 50 years after that 
historic lour in Lahore, he 
elaborated: “Well, this 
..side, let me gather the 
courage to say after all 
these years, was not 
selected on merit. It was a 
team of individuals 
gathered on a communal 
basis and it was agreed that 
a certain number would be 
Muslims, a certain number 
Hindus and a certain num¬ 
ber belonging to the rest. 

"Aitd since it was the 
Maharaja of Patiala—a Sikh 
iiiler—leading the side in 
the beginning, two Sikhs 
were included, Lall Singh 
and Jogindcr Singh. Lall 
I Singh did not even have the 
^ residential qualifications 
I according to the 1932 
I souvenir published on the 
occasion. He was bom in 
Malaya and had come all 
ttie wav from there to par- 
licipaic in the two trial 
1 nuiU'hcs. And as for Jogin- 
di‘i Sirigli. he was in the 
I Maharasa’s service, a cap- 
j lain in bus small army.” 

I llislonun Edward Uwk- 
er made an observation in 
his work on Indian cricket 
I that tlif side had swelled to 


18 with the inclusion of 
Marshall and Kapadia. 
There would have been 
protests that the selectors 
had discriminated against 
Parsees if they had not 
been chosen. Moreover, 
with Nissar gaining an inch 
or two in pace with every 
passing day and catches 
being floored in the slips, 
the whisper was that he 
Hindu slipsmen were con¬ 
spiring to keep a Muslim 
out of the side. 

Much of that side's prob¬ 
lem arose from a clash of 
personalities. A mutiny of 
sorts arose on the morning 
of the match at 4 am when a 
group of players refused to 
pluy under C.K. Nayudu. 
Telegrams were dashed off 
to India and reportedly, 


stern cables from the 
Maharaja of Patiala finally 
quelled the uprising. In 
spite of undercurrents and 
internal groupings, the 
team was right there at 
Lord's that morning. Pre¬ 
pared. Excited. Day of 
Reckoning at last. 

It was a start to remem¬ 
ber. England opened with 
Holmes and Sutcliffe. Some 
days prior to this game the 
two Yorkshireraen had 
made 555 for the openuig 
stand against Essex at 
Leyton, a first-class re¬ 
cord. But this time it was 
not to be. 

The first ball of Nissar’s 
third over tickled Sutcliffe’s 
leg bail while the last ripped 
Holmes’ off stump right out 
of the ground. Frank Wool- 


ley turned one past the 
square leg unmire and 
looked for two. Enter Lall 
Singh from mid on. A Ugjtt- 
ning throw and En^nd 
were 19 for three. “It was a 
nice state of things,” wrote 
Neville Cardus. “In my 
mind’s eye I saw the news 
flashing over the air to far- 
flung places in India—Pun¬ 
jab and Karachi and Kuala 
Lump^ur, to dusky men in 
the hills, to the bazaars in 
the east, to Gandhi himself 
and Gunga Din.” 

The magic touch didn’t 
last. England recovered to 
259 and 275 for eight de¬ 
clared while India could 
manage 189 and 187. The 
match was lost by 158 
runs. But the critics won. 

However the end of the 
tour was far from harmo¬ 
nious. Nayudu is supposed 
to have picked on Nissar 
for his indifferent fielding. 
Nissar in turn is said to 
have retaliated in the next 
big match against Notts. 
Standing at slip with his 
fists at his sides, he let 
everything pass unhin¬ 
dered. The snick was a 
certain four only unless it 
came in his direction waist 
high. Amar Singh was not 
on talking terms with C.K. 

I Nayudu and on the journey 
“ homeward, Colah 
threatened to throw his 
captain overboard! 

All this became interes¬ 
tingly relevant a couple of 
weeks back. Not only for 
Lall Singh’s death. Looking 
into my music collection, 
dusty and unattended, I 
emerged with a shabby cas¬ 
sette which I decided to put 
to profitable use. I gave it 
to a colleague to tape some 
of the latest chart-busters. 
Just putting a well-worn 
item to better use, 1 told { 
myself. | 

Unwittingly, my precious 
recor^ng of the Jehangir | 
Khan interview, tadeen one 
winter evening in Lahore 
some years ago, was des¬ 
troyed forever. 


"My precious recording of the Jehangir Khan 
interview, taken one winter evening in Lahore 
some years ago, was destroyed forever.” 



Mipdar Patherya 






















How to save iqi to Rs.$0 
fiHj^ yOfi hm a pack of 

j201uinid^pbst strips. 





oner open 
llOeleclulast 


For less than Rs. 8 get your child 
started on a valuable habit. A piggy 
bank comes free with every pack of 
20 Handyplast strips. Your child can 
save as much as Rs. 50 in one rupee coins 
in this attractive bank. 

Of counse the offer is just an 
incentive. With active kids around the 
house it actually makes sense to keep a 
pack of Handyplast handy. Handyplast 
contains the same medicine most 
surgeons prescribe for post-operative 
healing. Making it reliable for superficial 
wounds, cuts, bites and sores. 

Stocks are limited. .So hurry to your 
retailer or chemist and get yourself a 
super bargain. 



Handyplastfstiips 
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I n0 The praiseworthy gestu 

- „ Gandhi was a good morale 

t AAlVk the team. They performed 


THE task of selecting the best Indian 
XI of all Ume provided great pleasure 
to all cricket lovers. Wouldn’t it be a 
good idea to select a World Best XI of 
all time? There will obviously be even 
greater differences in opinion but that 
wiU only add to the the enjoyment of 
the reader. With a lot of hair spbtting I 
have selected what I consider to be 
the best team of all time. Here it is—I 
did not have much hesitation m select¬ 
ing mv opening combination, (ioiiig by 
performance it must bcQeoff Boycott 
and Sunil Gavaskar. Who else but Sir 
Donald Bradman would lonie m at 
number three.'* My vote for number 
four and live would go to Wally 
Hammond and Gieg C happell, with 
the greatest all i ounder of all time Sir 
Garfield Sobers the obvious number 
SIX. After giving quite a bit of thought I 
decided on having Alan Knott as mv 
wicketkeeper TTie three last bowlers 
who 1 feci should be included are Fred 
Trueman, Harold Larwood and Dennis 
LiUiee. At least one spinner is a must 
and mv vote would go to Lance Gibbs, 
lust missing the eleven and therefore 
coming in as twellth man would be 
Vivian Richards Do you think any 
team lould beat this one-* 1 don’t! 

AS BHATl'ACHARYA. 

Calcutta 

The report on the National Table- 
tennis in Sportswor/c/(March 5- 
11) was by Haresh Munwani from 
Bombay 

Shocking 

1 WAS shocked to read about the 
confusion regaids the womie n’s foot¬ 
ball team in Novy Kapadia’s ai tii le— 
Oh to b«‘ abroad SfnntswotldVeb 
12-18 . The de( isioti takeij by the 
NIS sports officials to tantell the tnp 
of the national team to the inlemation- 
a) tournament held at Jakai ta was 
farcical to sav the least When S. R. 
Zaidi, secretary of the WFFl was in a 
quandary as to whether to send the 
team or not, he went to the Prime 
Ministei Rajiv Gandhi for help. The 
Fnmc Minister promptly made a deci¬ 
sion and gave the go ahead. It was 
rather disappointing to read that the 
team left for the tournament without a 
coach. The only official to finally 
accompany the team was S.R. Zaidi 
who went as the manager. Congra¬ 
tulations to the secretary for display- 


The praiseworthy gesture of Rajiv 
Gandhi was a good morale booster tor 
the team. They performed splendidly, 
coming in second, pippmg Japan on a 
better goal average. 

S. HUSSAIN, 

Dtbrugarh. 

Players for sale 

THE football season is here once 
again and star players have started 
bargauiing. I'he ’team-makers’ and 
‘player-catchers’ also are very active 
now with them money bags in hand. It 
IS. as if, they are m the market to buy 
commodities. Star players are sold 
almost at auction, lliis practice has 
been gaining ground, since the three 
big Calcutta teams are out every year 
to purchase players at any cost even 
horn abroad Hus should immediately 
be stopped in the interest of Indian 
sport. Hired and put chased players 
cannot be sincere to their teams, as 
hired soldiers cannot fight for the sake 
of the (ountry sincerely. Hiis system 
can be done away with, if the teams do 
not mdulge in such an unclean prac¬ 
tice. A constant change of teams 
cannot be helpful in rousing sports¬ 
manship. 

NIliJHAR DAS GUinA, 

Calcutta. 

India phobia 

S.M. SHIVAFRASAD, like many 
other Indians, seems to be obsessed 
with the idea that everything foreign is 
always better than all that is Indian. 

His letter (.S/airtsMo/Zd Feb 5-11) 
gives the impiession that he is un- 
neLCbsaiilv biased against all that is 
Indian 

He claims that our TV technicians 
lack basic coinmonsense Has is far 
from the truth. Our technicians are m 
fad second to none as they have done 
wonders with the inadequate and out¬ 
dated equipment It is understood that 
the Doordarshan authorities have 
taken steps to gel the latest outdoor 
bruadcaslmg vans 

Our commentators are very cap¬ 
able Tiger f’ataudi, Balu Alaganan 
and other Indian commentators wiUlbe 
able to understand our set up, our 
chmaleand playing conditions 'better 
than the commentators who will come 
from abroad 

If we do not give our crew and 
technical people a chance to get the 
necessary exposure then they vrill 
never be able to improve. 

M.A. KADHAKRISHNA 
BangaltH'e. 



Conscious leader of the black 

people 

Viv Richards is profiled by David Frith 


I N I’HK pre-war Depress¬ 
ion yiars. Don Bradman 
stood tor tlie powers of 
endurance of the ordinary 
bloke. His triumphs 
brought pride and inspira¬ 
tion to masses of strn gglin p 
Australians in town and 
bush. Through The Don 
they saw that life’s difficul¬ 
ties were at least not totally 
universal. Spasmodically 
they too tasted success on 
a giant .scale, if only vicar¬ 
iously. ‘Our Don’ took his 
admirers out of them¬ 
selves, made their exist¬ 
ences less wretched, gave 
them a kind of hope. 

For ten years now Viv 
Ricliards has done some¬ 
thing simifcir for the black 
man. 

He has not been alone in 
this. Clive Lloyd gathered 
together one of the most 
powerful cricket teams of 
all time, with wonderful 
opening batsmen like Gor¬ 
don Greenidge and De¬ 
smond Haynes, himself and 
Richards and the solid, 
phlegmatic Gomes to make 
runs, and Dujon to- keep 
wicket and add artistry to 
the middle-order batting; 
and, most significantly, a 
brigade of ferocious fast 
bowlers to keep the opposi¬ 
tion in an almost [^rmanent 
state of submission. They 
came tumbling out of the 
pavilion, large and loose 
and eager: Andy Roberts, 
Michael Holding, Wayne 
Daniel, t'olin Croft, joel 
tianiei. .Malcolm Marshall, 
(-•ourtney Walsh, with keen 
yuiing-(ei.-> t|ueueing up to 
replace them. For Viv 
Richards to stand towering 
abov<! all these as the sym- 
hol of West Indian sup- 
ii iiiacv emphasises the im¬ 


pact he has had on interna¬ 
tional cricket since the mid- 
1970s. 

'fhe core of his batting 
extravaganza was the 1976 
series in England, though 
the preface. West Indies’ 
home series against India, 
had more than a touch of 
intimidation about it: he hit 
142 in the Barbados Test, 
130 in Trinidad. 177 in the 
third Test, at the same 
venue, and finished quietly 
with 64 in the Jamaica 

r—- 


bloodbath when five Indians 
could not bat in the second 
innings, most of them in¬ 
jured by the speed assault. 

Richards thus came to 
England for his first Test 
tour with more than just 
irnposing forenames: Isaac 
Vivian Alexander. He be¬ 
gan tliat 1976 series with 
innings of 232 and 63 in the 
Trent Bridge Test, over 
twice as many as young 
Bradman had made on that 
ground in his maiden En- 
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“... cortscious leader, mirsing profound emotions, 
eternally swam Of tortured history, iniuetictf, 
battered pride.” 


giish Test. Richards struck 
dread into countless 
hearts, and caused some 
analysts, in their despera¬ 
tion, to repeat the mistakes 
made by several almost 
half-a-century before, 
when they concluded that 
Bradman’s technique would 
be found out on English 
pitches. He played across 
the line, they said. So did 
Richards. His pull shot was 
too risky, being used to 
punish balls only slightly 
short of a length. So was 
Richards’s. Bradman 
showed them with 974 runs 
in that 1930 series, skip¬ 
ping to a triple-century, 
two double-centuries and a 
century in the five Tests. 
Richards in the 1976 Tests 
amassed 829 runs. But he 
played in only four Tests. 

I happen to believe that no 
batsman has ever 
approached Bradman for 
skill, concentration and 
appetite.* And however we 
judge modern bat.'i/nen, we 
must never lose sight of the 
crucial fact that they are 
pampered with covered 
wickets, protective 
umpires’ light-meters and 
tasty cash inducements. 
But to reflect on Viv 
Richards's performances in 
that 1976 series is to recall 
his total dominance over 
Snow and Hendrick and Old 
and Underwood and Poco- 
cok and Willis and Ward and 
Miller and Greig. Especial¬ 
ly Greig. Tbe England cap¬ 
tain’s clumsy remark about 
West Indians' grovelling 
when they are in adversity 
fired up all of Clive Uoyd's 
men, but nope more pas¬ 
sionately than Richards. 
Never in sport has atten^- 
ted propaganda backfeed . 





surely as this. 

runs that sparked 
om Richards’s hefty bat 
lat summer came with the 
ifleshot crack of the hook, 
_spinR square-cuts as he 
tepped away to make 
oom, booming drives 
trough the covers, and, in 
the fasliion that became his 
trademark, meaty persua¬ 
sions through the leg side, 
often to respecUible balls 
pitched on <>r even outside 
off stump. His attempt at 
•art’ came in the late-cut, 
when those heavyweight 
shoulders lined up square 
to the crease and the rnaho- 
gany wrists chopped down 
on the poor unsuspecting 
ball: It ran away from him 
as fast as il could go. bruis¬ 
ing the advertising hoarding 
at third n)an. 

Ironically the one he did 
not coiK|uer that summer 
was Lord's. Illness kept 
him out of that match. But 
he would be back .several 
I'times to entertain the St 
John’s Wood folk in the 
summers to follow. Not 
that London missed out 
completely on the Viv 
Richards brilliance that sea¬ 
son. for he signed off at 
grimy Kenningtoii Oval 
with wliat seemed a certain 
iriple-centuy. being bowled 
by tlreig. ol all people, for 
291 aftei batting a shade 
short of eight hours. In that 
first 'lest series in Eng¬ 
land, his visiting card had 
dropped onto tlie (able in 
the vestibule with a force 
that rocked the entire 
house. 


Since then hi* has h<Ki his 
quieter moments, always 
to boom back with a large 
innings in which bowlers 
have been not so much 
taken for runs as 
flagellated. Theie have 
been memorable duels, 
such as that with Jeff 
Thomson, bowling prob¬ 
ably as fast as miin has ever 
done. Richards’s method is 
never to withdraw dis¬ 
creetly. Between roaring 
bouncers which singed his 
hair he flatbatted the red 


rEKStiriiALn'Y 



Viv Richards: ‘Just a piece of wood.' 


blur of a cricket ball straight 
into the stand beyond 
square leg. 

"^I'hat noble head sur¬ 
mounts a powerful body 
which has been compared 
with Joe Frazier’s. 
Richards might have made 
a fair fighter, from the flash 
of those eyes as the com¬ 
batants exchange glares 
before the first bell to the 
evident athleticism, coiled 
in sinister reserve. 

He is a conscious leader 
of the black pi'ople, nursing 
profound emotions, eter- 
nalh’ aware of tortured his¬ 
tory, injustice battered 
pride. He may be as popu¬ 
lar in Somerset as in Anti¬ 
gua, and one of his most 
meaningful friendships may 
be with Ian Botham, but he 
is a black man, as commit¬ 


ted as Frank Worrell and 
Learie Constantine, if not 
with quite their natural 
grace and polish. He shrugs 
off his deeds with the crick¬ 
et bat. It is just ‘a piece of 
wood’. With equal modes¬ 
ty, Garry Spbers acknow¬ 
ledged always that he w'as 
engaged in nothing more 
than a sport—to the point 
where he made a generous 
declaration against England 
and lost, bringing down 
heaps ol rancour upon his 
head. Nor did Sir (iarry 
think politics. His ing¬ 
enuous visit to Rhodesia 
cost him dearly in Carib¬ 
bean eyes. Richards, in 
contrast, has stated that no 
amount of money could get 
him to South Africa. (So¬ 
bers did not go for the 
money.) 



So we liave here mon 
than a batsman, a quicksii- * 
ver fieldsman, a leasing ! 
bowler, a West Indies aip- * 
tain. Viv Richards is proud 
ly a man of his race, with an ! 
unalterable force of opinion 
which will have been con¬ 
veyed to team-mates as 
well as to others in his > 
orbit. Those colourful ; 
wristbands, beaming bright | 
red, gold and preen, are no I 
mere convenience. When ; 
he finishes with cricket he 
wiO not finish with life. It 
could all just be beginning. 

At that point what will he 
have left behind? Almost 
certainly he will have be¬ 
come the first West Indies ; 
player to register KK) cen¬ 
turies. His Test record will ‘ 
be topshelf. One day in 
1985, for .Somerset, he 
slaughtered the Warwick¬ 
shire bowling and put his ! 

name in the distinguished ; 

list of triple centurions. His 
dominance at Lord’s be¬ 
came legend, in Test 
matches, one-iiay county 
finals, and in the World Cup 
final of 1979. His was the 
wicket they always needed. 
When he fell in the 1983 
World Cup final, India knew 
they had it won. And yet 
more often he seemed to 
he able to make runs just 
when he wanted to. Jlis 
century in his beloved Anti 
gua's maiden Test match in 
1981 seemed predi.-slined. 

He walks with a swag¬ 
ger; he chews menacingly: 
he thumps that cricket ball 
as if It contained all the evils 
ol a millenium ol mankind. 
When he gets settled, the 
cricket pitch is his domain. 
Considered literally, there 
is no such thing as immor¬ 
tality, so Richards will have 
to leave to that domain for 
good one day. But books 
and photos and film have a 
purpose; and if they convey 
to future generations just ■ 

how this man’s command ' 

nifected cricket- during ' 

these past years, they Will 
have served those future ' 

generations admirably. 

Wiwlen Crick«t Monthly 







Second one-day intcrnational/Poft-of-Spain 

Mission Impossible 

Matthew watches England puU off an unbelievable 

victory off the last ball 


not out, 
jfjiw England a- victory 
im-j the Wes^ Indies in 
i'ori-of-Spain that was not 
merely improbable but 
almost downright impossi¬ 
ble. Gooch took England to 
a five-wicket win with a 
leg-bye off the final bail 
after they had chased 10 an 
over through the closing 
stages. The result squared 
the one-day series at 1-1. 

For the first time this 
winter the England .bats¬ 
men had not only faced the 
West Indian bowlers but 
out-fiaced them. A tame 
Port-of-Spain pitch allowed 


k'\JIAM Gooch, with a 


England to pla;. a game 
recognisable as cricket in 
the second one-day inter- 
nat}(Hial, and led by Graham 
Gooch they played it ex¬ 
tremely well. 

The West Indies Still 
produced a superb per¬ 
formance this time through 
their batsmen; 82 off 39 
balls by Viv Richards had 
taken their score to 229. for 
dnree in a match reduced to 
37. overs-a-side by bad 
weather. From anyone else 
it Would have been an asto¬ 
nishing innings, but Since it 
was Richards, you knew 
England would cop it soon¬ 
er or later. 


Wondering how on earth 
his team mi^t score a run 
a ball against the Patterson 
gang, David Gower had 
taken the desperate gamble 
of promoting Botham to 
open the innings, a ploy 
used regularly and unsuc¬ 
cessfully in Australia three 
years ago. And it failed 
again. 

Botham’s bowling had 
already been marmalised 
by Richards, and his chum 
and nemesis put paid to him 
cpmpletcly by first parrying 
and then holing a catch at 
mid-on in the third over. 

Slack, replacing the sick 
Robinson, then made his 


case to oust the latter firom 
the Test side too, playing 
some cool legside shots 
that for a time almost 
matched Gixich’s stroke- 
play. 1'hey put on 89 for the 
second wiicket in 17 
overs—with 17 coming off 
Harrper's first over—be¬ 
fore Slack was caught be¬ 
hind at tempting a big 
swing. Lamb was next to 
go, bowled by Gamer in 
the 27th over. 

Gower won the toss and 
put West Indies in, which 
ensured that the tone cf the 
day was set by the unques¬ 
tioned brilliance of their 
batsmen, rather than the 



Courtney Walsh (left) and David ao«Mt<flaetii«lna 
aneyoningout? . 


OavW Qower takes hie eye* off dw half and Is Mt 








Grag Thomas cetebrates his first Toit wicket—Dssmond Haynes caught behind 


more controversial skills of 
their bowlers. And bril¬ 
liance was the word. 

England might have been 
encouraged by the team 
news: the West Indies 
were without both Dujon 
and Greenidge, who was 
feeUn^ further effects of his 
blow in the Kingston Test, 
and below number five 
their, batting might have 
been a bit thin. 

'But first England had to 
get down that fiir. And 
though the bowlers began 
Steady enough and had the 
makeshift opener, Best, 
smi^ for runs, they had 
aia, h^ from a shorn pitch 
had -to rely on Best to 
himself out Haynes, 
.strong through the on-side, 
^readied bis 50 before he 
hbwied, pufling in the 


18th over. But at 106 for 
two the situation was not 
entirely out of England’s 
control. 

Then came Richards. He 
batted 50 minutes, faced 39 
balls, hit four sixes, and 
transformed the match 
almost as spectacularly as 
he did at Old Trafford in 
1984. His Antiguan protege 
Richardson was with hm 
and in normal circumst¬ 
ances his 79 not out would 
have been fairly sensation¬ 
al. But I think any batsman 
in history would have been 
out-shone by Richards. Be¬ 
tween them they put bn 
117 in 10 overs. 

As soon as Richards 
came in, Botham was 
brought back to the attack. 
Richards immediately 


struck him to the mid- 
wicket boundary. This one 
was not quite middle, but 
then he began to square cut 
artistically or chip and 
smash straight back over 
the bowler. 

The more Botham 
charged in, the more con¬ 
temptuously Richards hit. 
Emburey came cm aftd got 
sirnilar treatment. Then 
Ellison tried bowling, out¬ 
side the leg stump. 
Richards moved over furth¬ 
er and the ball'went further 
still: four more runs. 

England's fielding began 
to waver under this intoler¬ 
able pressure and Gower’s 
attempts to place his men 
were reminiscent of the 
’50s song 'close the door, 
they’re coming through the 
window.’ There was no¬ 


thing (lower could do ex¬ 
cept maybe construct a 
second tier of fieldsmen 
around the boundary, 
though it was tempting fate 
to allow Botham th«- 37th 
and final over. 

He did get Richards at 
last, caught at long leg, but 
tlie over cost 23 runs in¬ 
cluding three sixes, two of 
them to Richardson, who 
was enjoying himself in¬ 
creasingly and one by 
Richards into the top deck 
of the stand over long-on. 
There is a character called 
‘blue fotxl' who sit^ there 
during every big feed's 
Park match and blows a 
trumpetlike old loppylugs at 
Worcester; and he ^ve » 
really triumphant blast after 
that. 

Courtwy-■PwQVmdkin 










Century-makers, catch-takers 
and jaw breakers 

Steve McMorran reports from Christchurch on the first 
AustraJia-New Zealand cricket Test 


, MiNTDKY-MAKEKS. catcli- 
'w/takers and jaw-brtjakers \wrt' 
newsmakers in the secc^nd orukei 
lest between New Zealand and Au¬ 
stralia at Christchurch. 

Fluctuating fortunes propelled va¬ 
rious players into the limelight. Au¬ 
stralia was 57 without loss at lunch on 
the first day, then 74 5 after 19 balls of 
the second sessioti as Richard Hadlee 
provoked atiother collapse. All 
seemed lost until Allan Border and 
Test newcomer Stephen Waugh came 
together and added 177 runs in a 
partnership for the sixth wicket. 

New Zealand was 17 for one after 
the controversial dismisjal of John 
Wright and then 48-4 as a procession 
began unolvmg Bruce Edgar. Jolin 
Reid and Ken Kuthertord. C'oney, like 
Border produced a capt,tin’s innings to 
stem the slide. 

Border made 140 in Australia’s lirst 
innings, batting on Coney's request 
after the New Zealand captain won his 
second toss. The innings was a delight 
and a vindication for the left-hander 
who had a top-score of 38 in five 
previous Tests in New Zealand. 

Border’s century was his 17th in 
Tests and took his Test run tally to 
6062, making him the fourth Austra¬ 
lian to score more than 6000 Test 
runs. Border now requires 88 runs to 
overhaul Neil Harvey’s career tally of 
6149, a sentimental target for the 
Australian captain because Harvey i^ 
credited with his discovery and has 
been Border’s mentor through his 
international career. The only other 
Australian batsmen to surpass 6000 
runs in Tests are Greg Chappell 
(7110) and Sir Donald Bradman (6996 
in 52 matches). 

The innings revived the theory, 
principally an Australian one, that 
Border is the bfcst batsman in the 
world today. Border’s record is im¬ 
pressive. but the claim is hard to' 
justify because comparisons are diffi¬ 
cult. Border’s statistical legacy, tech¬ 
nique and temperament liave to be 


matched against those of other estab¬ 
lished players. Vivian Richards and Ian 
Botham perhaps and against players of 
potential. Mohammed Azharuddin and 
Martin Crowe. 

Bordei probably still comes out on 
top. His greatest asset is his ability to 
contribtite when contributions are 
most required. One remembers his 
tunings of 123 at Old Trafford in the 
1981 Ashes Test, despite a broken 
finger on his left hand to record the 
slowest Test century ever by an 
Australian. 

.Australia lost that match though 
Border was left not out 152 in Austra¬ 
lia's second innings against New Zea¬ 
land at Bnsbane. The innings was 
another face-saver for Australia 
though New Zealand won the match 
by an innings and 41 runs, its first 
Test win over Australia on Australian 
soil. 

He was Ihoroughiv commanding 
again in this international. Though he 
almost played on tw'ice early in his 
innings, the mistakes were acceptable 
because Hadlee at that stage was 
dominant and dangerous. When he 
established himself. Border hardly fal¬ 
tered until, at 14(1, he chopped a 
delivery from Ewan Chatfield back 
unto his stumps. 

His support through Australia's first 
innings came principally from Waugh 
who was equal to the demands made 
of him by his captain, making 74 under 
extreme pressure. There followed 
good contributions of 30 from wicket¬ 
keeper Tim Zoehrer, 21 from Ray 
Bright and 15 from Dave Gilbert. 


Border's innings revived the 
theory, principally on 
Australian one, that he is 
the best batsman in the 
world today. His record is 
impressive, but the claim is 
hard to justify 


H adlee, playingWs 62ndTest.for 
New Zealand to overtake Bevan 
Congdon's record of 61 appearances 
for his country, claimed seven wickets 
for 116 runs from 44.4 overs to take 
his tally of Test dismissals to 309. 
Hadlee consequently overtook Fred 
Trueman who was the lirst man to 
take 300 Test wickets, reaching 307 
in 67 Tests. He finished the first 
innings equal with Lance (Jibbs with 
309 wickets and with only Dennis 
Lillee. Botham and Bob Willis ahead of 
him in career wicket tallies. Botham, 
who is in action currently in the West 
Indies, continues to race away from 
Hadlee. Willis has 325 Test wickets 
and Lillee 355. 

After battling through almost J5 
overs, Hadlee had to watch as the 
New Zealand top order undid some ol | 
his work. He was also required to ) 
contribute with the bat earlier than he 
would have expected, when Martin 
Crowe retired hurt with New Zenlfiod 
124-4. 

Crowe had been joined bv Coney in 
a critical partnership for (he fifth 
wicket. Coney attempted to answer 
Border's innings in kind and had re¬ 
versed the trend ol the match with a 
number of fine shots, using his feet to 
drive Bright or rocking back to cut 
Waugh. 

Crowe also took the attack to the 
Australians, playing a series of superb 
shots through mid-wicket, then stand¬ 
ing up to drive Dave Gilbert through 
the covers. He was 51 and had just 
hooked the lanky fast-bowler Bruce 
Reid for four, when Reid dropped 
another ball short. Crowe rocked in¬ 
side its line, attempting to hook again 
and was struck on the jaw. 

The ball was angled across Crowe 
firom Reid’s line round the wicket. The 
New Zealander picked it as short . 
enough to hook but it rose more 
quickly than most deliveries on an 
evenly-paced wicket and as it ducked 
towards off, Crowe was unable to 




Posing for Vogue? Rictwrd Hadlee (second from lett) and the others convey interesting body language 


move out of the line. The young 
batsman took a sickening blow on the 
jaw, running away from the wicket 
then collapsing amid the Australian 
slip field. He was attended to where 
he lay and then led from the field 
holding a towel to his jaw to staunch 
the flow of blood 
Hadlee was called to the wicket as 
Crowe had eight stitches inserted in 
his chin Reid showed no remorse and 
tested the New Zealand all-rounder 
with another short-pitched delivery 
Hadlee sparred at the ball as it darted 
into his nb cage and Geoff Marsh at 
short leg sprawled but missed a catch. 

effort was wasted as the umpre 
siipialled a no ball. Undeterred, Reid 
twd a similar ball Hadlee played a 
sunilar shot and Zoehrer took an 
athletic catch behind the wicket. 

Ian Smith joined Coney and the two 
added 66 for the sixth wicket before 
the New Zealand wicketkeeper fell for 
22, cutting too close to his body and 
deflcK:^ a delivery from Waugh onto 
tua tnidole stump. 

As Smith left the field, Crowe 
returned to a tumultuous ovation. His 
was heavdy padded and he had 
added a face visor to his I»lmet but he 


showed no ill effects from his injury 
and immediately surpassed his captain 
as the most dommant of the New 
Zealand batsmen. He raced on to 85 
as Coney moved to 97, within leach of 
his second successive Test century. 
Then Crowe went on an all out attack 
and swept to his century while his 
captam's score remained motionless 
Coney had been 76 when Crowe 
returned to the wicket. ITie two had 
added 59 in 84 minutes before 
Crowe’s temporary retirement and 
went on to add 73 in 57 minutes 
before Coney’s untimely dismissal 
Coney seemed almost disconcerted 
by the freedom of Crowe’s sconng 
and the fact Uiat he had been robbed 
of the initiative and the hmelight by his 
younger partner. He edged on to 98 
and might have got his century when 
Bright offered him a full-toss which he 
failed to despatch. The New Zealand 
captain having resolved at that point to 
get tus hundred as spectaculariy as 
possible attempted to hoist Waugh 
over square leg for sue but dehvered 
Reid a catch on the fine leg boundary. 
His superb innings ended at 98 and 
Coney was a picture of dejection as he 
realist that he had dented himself his 


fourth century in a 12-year Test 
career. 

Crowe continued to attack on Con¬ 
ey’s departure but suffered throujpi a 
lack of partners. John Braceweil 
stayed to score 20 before falling to 
Reid. Then tailenders Ewan Chatfield 
and Gary Troup tned to offer some 
support. 

New 2^aland crept towards Austra¬ 
lia’s first innings total of 364, were 311 
when Braceweil fell, then 331 after 
Troup added a quick 10 m a 20-run 
nmth wicket partnership. 'The press¬ 
ure of farming the stnke to keep 
number eleven Ewen Chatfield from 
the bowimg, eventuaDy proved too 
much for Crowe. He succumbed to a 
desire to hit out, dragging a ball from 
Reid down to Waugh at long on when 
he was 137 and New Zealuid was 3^, 

Reid, the only Australian bowler to 
consistently worry the New Zealan¬ 
ders, ended with four for 90 and 
Waugh, who made good use hik 
ability to move the tm inwioids the 
seam, took four for 6. ’That petfum- 
ance, coupled with his nnniy 74 a 
Australia’s first innii^, vte^ficated his 
billing as one of the roost pmeoiaiDg * 
young cricketers playing Tests. 
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AroD?S5 The Would 


Pitches, foreign conditions, 


A DS'I Iv-M-IAN' cricke- 
■ II MttifT fmin In. 


din oftni lx isionii the state 
ol thf i.iiJtfs. sometimes 
just. sometimes 
.'Niiisi' alter what 
lai!.'!i .iiduous, fruitless 
tout 

I .iippose It’s the same 
iiicsi iricketers after 
.. iiinj,' lo t;rips, or attemp- 
to. with foreign condi- 
iioii'.. These days the de¬ 
bate about the standard of 
pitches seems to bo 
teaching a crescendo. 

VVlietii'ver bright cricket 
was absent during the Au¬ 
stralian summer, the game 
seemed lo locus on the 
hallowed 22 yards of turf in 
centrefield rather than the 


people playing on it. Test 
wickets in Sydney. Mel¬ 
bourne and I’erth all de¬ 
servedly came under heavy 
fire, and the general con¬ 
sensus was that it was the 
worst Australian pilches 
had been for some years. 

There were reasons for 
this—the I’erth strip had 
just been relaid; and the 
heavy internal iontil cricket 
schedule didn’t allow the 
groundsmen in Melbourne 
and Sydney enough time to 
effect repairs after an 
equally heavy football 
season. 


Now that the New Zea¬ 
land leg of this trans- 
Tasman Test series is 
underway, the nature of 
the pitches is making more 
news than a Greg Matth¬ 
ews century. Former Kiwi 
captain Geoff Howarth got 
the ball rolling with his cri¬ 
ticism of the wicket at Wel¬ 
lington only a week before 
the First Test was to be 
played there. There was 
much siieculation that the 
pitch would be a shocker. 
The New Zealand selectors 
believed the press at any 
rate, and went into the 


game with a battery of 
medium-pacers and no 
spinner. 

The speculation was mis¬ 
guided. In the three-and-a- 
tialf days-play possible be¬ 
fore a freezing Wellington 
rain set in for good, cen¬ 
tury-makers Jeremy Coney 
anti Greg Matthews and 
other heavy-scorers. Greg 
Ritchie and Richard iiadlee 
were pleased to find a su¬ 
perb batting strip rather 
than the minefield they 
were prepared for. 

EANWHILE Eng¬ 
land’s bruised, bat¬ 
tered and beaten cricketers 
licked their wounds after a 
lO-wicket defeat under the 
Jamaican sun. and ruefully 



Mike Qatting takes a Marshall delivery on the nose. After the patch-up Job (right) 



Around The World 



Phew... David Gower gets out of the way—only just 


listened to the advice from Australia tliis slimmer was He believes some pitches Jeremy Coney and Richard 

the locals. If you thought the tme at Adelaide (Jsal. are not turning as much as Hadlee to thwart the An 

the pitch in Jamaica was where Les Burdett is thi‘ they should because the stralian attack, setting re¬ 
bad, wail till you get to curator, and he has some ripple-soled shoes aren’t cord partnerships for the 

Barbados, Joel Garner is a interesting theorit's on the breaking the surface. sixth and s(>\enth wicket in 

mate of the groundsman declining standard of pitch I bet David Gower is so doing, 
there! es. To start w'lth. he would hoping everyone wears Captain Allan Border will 

Cricketer and columnist like to st^e the modern rip- spikes during the senes in be sti>adfaslly praving for a 

Peter Roebuck, Joel’s skip- ple-soled shoe banned from the Caribbean. The Wtisl speedy recover> Ironi in 

per at Somerset this sea- the game. Burdett believes Indies included a spinner in jury for his maior strike 

son, put forward a novel such a ban would make the side for the Jamaica bowler Geoff Lawson. A 

suggestion to improve Test pitches play as they Test, but he didn’t get a glance at the scoretaid in 

pitches: “Let the grounds- should. bowl! Australia’s last l.'f Test 

man strap on his tiadsl Pac- "In the first session of a In New Zealand. Austra- makes stnry reading; the 
ing Marshall on a bad pitch Test wicket there should lia is continuing the vogue bowlers having conceded 

is a task for a mail who has always lie a little in it for set during the tour of Eng- scores of ,W3, i!9(), 4.%, 

already lost his teeth." the new ball bowlers so land last year—packing the 482, .5-29r). .Ifil. 7-55H, 

‘ John Woodcock said in they can extract wliatever batting order at the ex- 293. 29f), 520, 445 and 

T^e Times: "On their bal- moisture is in the wicket,” pense of the bowling. In 4-600! 

cony, the England players Burdett says. Wellington, Australia play- Lawson is unlikely to 

looked as though it were "By the end of day two ed just the three specialist take the field before the 
the gallows they laced.” and day three, it should be bowlers with back-up from start of the next Australian 

Facing Marshall is one of batting well, but progres- all-rounders Greg Matth- season, and .so will miss the 

cricket’s most unenviable sively through davs three, ews and Steve Waugh. As a tour of India in September, 

tasks. To do it on a wicket four and five, the area in result. New Zealand man- Lawson told me in Syd- 

from which the ball might front of the slumos where aged to extricate them- ney last week he planned to 

just as readily break your the batsmen with spiked selves from a sticky silua- fly to Perth to seek s|)ecia1- 

toe as your nose makes the shoes have tread while tion and fight back to a isl advice from ite doctor 

batsman’s fate as certain as making their runs, should respectable seven wickets who lieiped cure Dennis 

someone facing the have broken up slightly and for 379. Lillee when he was stricken 

hangman. the slow bowlers should New boy Ken Ruther- by a similar injury 

Perhaps the best pitch in have come into the game.” ford joined the old hands mo*! Ntatwsl kt 
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Personauty 


Perq/ and Deadly 

Jonathan Rice writes fondly of two outstanding features 


T W<i of my favourite 
cncKoters are Derek 
Undnwood and Pat 
PoiiK'k. They are 
favouriles not simply be¬ 
cause they prove that there, 
is life after 35, a belief to 
which 1 find it increasingly 
hard to subscribe as the 
bleak winter months grind 
on. Deadly and Percy are 
favourites because they en¬ 
joy their cricket, and you 
and I, the spectators, can 
see that clearly from the 
boundary. I don’t know 
whether their enjoyment 
makes them try harder or 
whether their total commit¬ 
ment to the cricket six 
hours a day brings enjoy¬ 
ment in its wake, but 
whichever way round it is, 
they communicate their en¬ 
thusiasm to everybody 
watching them, and this 
makes even the frig-end of 


a quiet draw a little more 
interesting for all involved. 
Their careers have run in 
parallel, but like many para¬ 
llel lines, Iwve crossed re¬ 
markably infrequently. (I 
realise that geometry buffs 
among my readership will 
point out that parallel lines 
never cross, but I’ve 
already paid for my poetic 
licence for 1986, and 1 in¬ 
tend to get my money’s 
worth.) Deadly has been 
statistically one of the 
game’s most prolific bow¬ 
lers of all time, although in 
the left-arm slow category 
he still has some way to go 
to catch Wilfred Rhodes’s 
4187 wickets. Pocock’s 
career, on the other hand, 
is studded with bizarre re¬ 
cords that never quite 
appear to confirm the 
genius that Wisden was 
accusing him of when he 


was only 21. Since he was 
bom in Wales, was given 
the Irish and Scottish 
Christian names of Patrick 
Ian, and then started play¬ 
ing cricket for Surrey and 
England, we should expect 
the unexpected from him 
anyway. 

Did you know, for exam¬ 
ple, that he was the first 
man in history to begin his 
Test career on February 
29? He achieved this feat in 
1968, when he was chosen 
for England against West 
Indies in Barbados. One 
man had previously played 
his first day of Test cricket 
on February 29, in 1964, 
but this was only because 
the official first day of his 
first Test match, Febru.iry 
28, was washed out by 
rain. That man was one 
Wynne Pennell Bradburn of 
New 2^aland. His Test 


career ended in the middle 
of March 1964. Sine* 
Pocock’s debut in 1968, 
one other man has joinec 
this short list of Leap Yeai 
Day debutants, the Canter¬ 
bury batsman P.E. McE- 
wan, whose first Test, oi 
four to date, was for New 
Zealand against West In¬ 
dies at Auckland, starting 
on February 29, 1980. Not 
even Derek Underwood, 
who also plies his trade at 
Canterbury, but half a 
world .iw-ay from McEwan, 
can ibiini membenship of 
this select group of three. 
One thing that Pocock 
and Underwood do have in 
common IS that they have 
both plnyed in the same 
team a^ Cowdrey f)ere et 
fils. Underwood for Kent 
and Poiook has the added 
distinction of having played 
against both generations of 



Deadly (left) and Ptivy ar* favourthM toeauM tlwy w4<oy ttMir cridwl wicl you and l< Vw 
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Cowdrey too, a tact that 
may well make him unique 
in the annals of useless 
■cricket anecdotal informa¬ 
tion. Deadly and Percy first 
played against each other in 
first-class cricket when 
Surrey played MCC at 
Lord’s in May 1965, so by 
last summer they had 
clocked up 21 seasons of 
opposition, which must be a 
comparatively rare event in 
county cricket. 

1966 saw our heroes 
bowling together for the 
first time, for MCC Presi¬ 
dent’s XI against West In¬ 
dies at Lord’s at the end of 
July. It was not much of a 
game, Wisden recording 
that ‘an abandonment 
through rain... came as 
Something of a relief. ’ Still, 
^nderwood took 3 for 56, 
^s third wicket making him 
pie first man to 1(K) wickets 
ithat year. Underwood has 
ftaken 100 wickets in a sea- 
• son 10 times since 1964, 
while Pocock has reached 
that landmark only once, in 
1967. That season’s 112 
wickets at 18.22 earned 
him a place on the England 
winter tour and his first of 
25 Test caps. Underwood 
topped the bowling aver¬ 
ages in 1967, with 136 
wickets at 12.39, but mis¬ 
sed the tour. 

The home season in 
1968 continued Pat 
Pocock’s run of statistical 
aberrations. He was 
chosen for the first Test at 
Manchester, achieved what 
is still his best-ever Test 
analysis of 6 for 79 in Au¬ 
stralia's second innings, 
and then was dropped in 
favour of Underwood for 
the second Test. Deadly 
was then not even ®ven a 
bowl in the first innings of 
that Test, but retained his 
place in the side right 
through to the fifth Test at 
The Oval, where 1 saved 
his Test career, niere is 
no pdnt in false modesty— 
without me, Underwood 
might never have had 
greatness thrust upon him. 



Without me Underwood might never have had 
greatness thrust upon him! 


In the early afternoon of 
August 27, 1 was one of 
groundsman Ted Wam’s 
army of volunteers from 
the crowd who mopped, 
swept and squeezed the 
water from the pitch to 
render those last 75 mi¬ 
nutes of play possible. In 
that time, Underwood took 
four wickets for six runs 
and won the match for Fmg- 
land. Wisden chose him as 
one of their Five Cricketers 
of the Year and he never 
looked back. 1 wonder if he 
realises that he owes it all 
to me? 

Percy Pocock has never 
been chosen as one of IFis- 
den’s Five Cricketers of 
the Year: an oversight that 
astonishes me. He is thus 
one of only nine players 
who have played for Eng¬ 
land 25 times or more with¬ 
out being so honoured. TTie 
list includes two other 
offspinners. Geoff Miller 
(whose 34 Tests are the 
most played by aiybody 
who has felled to make the 


Wisden Five) and David 
Allen, as well as four more 
of Pocock's contempor¬ 
aries, David Brown, Barry 
Knight, Phil Edmonds and 
Chris Tavafe. Of all these 
highly-capped unfortun¬ 
ates, only Gubby Allen and 
Yorkshire’s George Ulyett, 
who died in 1898, never 
played either with or 
against I’at Pocock. 

Derek Underwood has 
played in 86 Tests and has 
taken 297 for England at 
less than 26 apiece. His 
place in the record books 
(immediately lielow Ulyett 
alphabetically) is secure. 
But wlien he was chosen 
with Pocock for England, 
things tended to go less 
well. In the 11 Tests be- 
tw’een 1969 and 1976 which 
they played together— 
three against India, three 
against Pakistan and five 
against West Indies— 
Underwood took only 29 
wickets at over 39 runs 
apiece. In his 75 other 


Tests, he has taken 268 
wickets at less than 25 runs 
each, and at a rate alrnost 
one wicket per match high¬ 
er than when Percy was liis | 
partner. The same c^ be i 
said of Pocock; 26 wickets : 
at nearly 49 runs each in 11 • 

Tests with Deadly, 41 
more in 16 without him, at 
an average seven runs less 
and a strike rate 10 percent 
better. 

By far their most effec¬ 
tive international perform¬ 
ance as a pair was in the 
second 1'est they played 
together, against India at 
New Delhi in December 
1972. In the second in¬ 
nings, Underwood took 4 
for .56 and Pocock 3 for 72, 
to bring England victory by 
six wickets. Pocock re¬ 
served his best bowling of 
that series for the third 
Test, when he took 4 for 
114 and 4 for 28 in a match 
that England lost by four 
wickets. Underwood was ill 
and could not play! As a 
bowling jiartnership, they 
will never match l^ker and 
Lock or even Emburey and 
Edmonds, although 1 can 
see no reason why this 
should tx‘ so. 

Underwood has never 
taken seven wickets in 11 
balls, a ri'cord that gives 
Pocock the most unplay¬ 
able spell of howling of ail 
time. Pocock has never 
scored a century, which 
Underwood did after 20 
years of trying. Pocock’s 
career batting average is 
nevertheless higher than 
Underwood’s despite going 
eight years, from 1976 to 
1984, withoutscoringa Test 
run. 1 hope that their sepa¬ 
rate but synchronous be¬ 
nefits in 1986 will bring 
them as much reward as 
they have given over the 
years to those of us who 
watch them play, perhaps 
even enough to keep them 
in their old age, in the 
unlikely event that they 
ever allow time to catch up 
with them, 

Vl^an' CnchM Monthly 












Cricket in the Bible 

Martin Sanders researches religiously 


'T'’; Bible, known 

1 i.’.nately to some 
• iJinstian’s Wisden’ 
i' '■vellous book, cap- 
i' . . i universal appltca- 
i It sliouid therefore 
■ lit as no surprise that 
.i.'li an important activity 
-IS cncket features promin¬ 
ently in its pages. 

It is, of course, well 
known that the si7e of a 
cricket team is based on 
Biblical tradition. For ex¬ 
ample. l.iike gives us 
a description ol disciples 
holding a pre-match di.scus- 
sion: ‘And they arosSe up 
the same hour and returned 
to Jerusalem, and found the 
eleven gathered 
together...' This number 


had been prrived at after 
the elimination, following a 
dispute with the selectors, 
of the treacherous 12lh 
man Judas, whose succes¬ 
sors ever after liave been 
condemned to fetch and 
carry as a ntual act of 
penitence. An even earlier 
authority for the size of the 
team is Genesis 37:9, a 
text which probably tripped 
of the exultant tongue of 
Kapil Dev after India had 
humbled the mighty West 
Indians in the 1983 World 
Cup: '...and behold, the 
sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obei¬ 
sance to me.’ 

Besides team size, the 
Bible lays down some other 


basic laws. In Proverbs 
18:10 the function of the 
popping crease is outlined: 

■.the righteous runneth 

into it, and is safe.’ The 
traditional mode of cricket 
clothing receives scriptural 
endorsement in Eccle¬ 
siastes 9:8: ’Let thy gar¬ 
ments be always 
white...’ Nowhere is men¬ 
tion made of banana-yellow 
or sky-blue. The Packer 
schism and its legacy can 
thus only be regarded as 
damnable heresies. 

Coaching is also touched 
upon. To avoid run-outs, it 
is of course essiential that 
the calling batsman can see 
where the ball has gone 
that his partner shop’., '' 


ways have the text ‘I will 
run the way of thy com¬ 
mandments. .. ’ (Psalms 
119:32) foremost in his 
mind. Acts 13: 17 reminds 
us that we are more likely 
to take wickets if we have a 
good action:’...With an high 
arm brought he them out of 
it’. 

2 Peter 2:6 shows tlat 
sloppy fielding can lose 
matches. Many a fu ldsman 
has incurred the odium of 
this teani-nwtes because 
he Voriclef lined them with 
an .■.■.ei ihrow'. 

/ii '.jiite this sound body 
..oaching know-hovy, 

I ■ en Biblical chararlens, it 
.ippears, were not always 
infallible. We are told of the 










discipU'S m John that 
...that iii^tht they caw^tu 
nothing', thongli porhaps 
this wa-^ a divino judgeint-n’. 
on thvir attempt to pla\ 
under tloodlights. Talking 
of light. I ('xpect jolin .oil-l 
will sound familial to many 
cricket watchers and play¬ 
ers, especiallv in England: 
"They meet with darkness 
in the daytime, and gropt^ in 
the noonday as in the 
night.’ Such conditions can 
be nightmarish ioi bats¬ 
men, and it is equally un¬ 
nerving to be hemmed in hy 
an array of pn^datory close 
catchers. One can imagine 
a , particularly combative 
skipper, on deciding to set 
, an aggressive field, quoting 
from Jeremiah 'For 

among my people are found 
wicked men: they l.ny waif, 
as he that selteth snares; 
they set a trap, tliey catch 
men ’Howeve.r, some hard¬ 
hitting batsmen dislike 
being crowded and 'vul¬ 
tures’ would do well to 
heed the warning in Job 
36:18: ‘Because there is 
wrath, beware lest he take 
thee away with his stroke.’ 

The BiUe also speaks 


out against loutish crowd 
behaviour. It seems that 
even in those days tliert' 
was the problem of crowd 
elements bixiught up on the 
blood and thunder of one- 
day cricket failing to under¬ 
stand the subtleties of the 
first-class game. I’roverbs 
18:6 IS a withering observa¬ 
tion on impatient specators 
during a bat ks-to-all strug¬ 
gle tor a draw: ‘A fooT.s lips 
enter into contention, and 
his mouth calleth lor 
strokes. ’ 

1 vva.s disappointed to find 
that other curse of modern 
cricket, the media pundit, 
has divine backing. In 
Deuteronomy we 

read'...for them the l/ird 
thy (iod has chosen to 
minister unto him, and to 
bless in the name of the 
Lord; and by their word 
shall every controversy and 
every stroke be tried.’ 

Most journalists and 
commentators behave as 
though they are horoughly 
familiar with this text. 

One of their favourite 
topics for pontitication is 
the pitch. The Bibficai lands 
were generally rather hot 


and, if Deuteronomy 
IS anything to go liy, the 
surfaces must have lit-tiveii 
and hell on earth tor spin¬ 
ners and seamers respec¬ 
tively’ .And that the whole' 
land thereof is brimstone 
and ;;.ali, and burning, that 
IS not sown, nor Itcretli, 
nor any grass growclli' 
therein...’ 

• In sut*h conditions, men¬ 
tions of ashes art niinii'i - 
ous. giving rise to spt'cula- 
tion that the sacred urn is 
much more ancient origin 
than ha.s been suspected. 
In 1 Kings 12:3 we have a 
particularly dulling piophe- 
cy which seems to suggest 
a cataclysm in the Munio- 
riaT Gallery at Lord’s :'Be¬ 
hold, the altar shall be rqiil, 
and the ashes that are upon 
it shall be poured out.' The 
nearest we came to this 
was when the Long Room 
was flooded during the 
IBS.'-I MiddlekeX'Somerset 
game. Perhaps the .Alihigh- 
ty, Andy Rbberts-style, is 
saving up ?his, real bouncer 
for later on, jqst when we 
thought he had done his 
•worst! Equally disturbing, 
in view of Aussie a^tatibn 




tor the urn to be moved to 
their country whenever 
they win a senes and their 
'curious belief that Poms 
never wash, is Leviticus 
6:11 ’.And he shall put off 
his g.inneiil.s, and pul on 
other gannents, and carry 
forth the ashes williout the 
cani() unto a idean place. 

KinalJv, to the p.ivilion. 
The first, pavilion was the 
Ark, to which Noah and hfs 
companions repaired during 
a particularic long .stopiiage 
for rain: ‘And the wnter.s 
prevfiiled upon the earth ap 
bundled and fifty days' 
(tienesis 7:2-1). We are not 
sure wliere the dove finally 
found dry ground,- but Old 
Tratford and the Tayem 
side of Lord’s are not pfime 
candidates. The themq 
sanctuary is carried on Ul 
subsequent tests', In 
Psalms 27:5 we note the 
gratitude towards a com¬ 
passionate captain express¬ 
ed by a batsman who has 
just failed: ‘For in fimp ^ 
trouble he Shall me gt 
his pavflioh.^ ’ 

W^n Cnckctt 
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Rebel roadshow 

Chris Haite makes it to South Africa with a special visa 

to report a rebel series 


T ill (ii'sh-faced young customs 
ft at Johannesburg's Jan 
Sni! ( .iitporl peered throu^ my 
luj't' H;f. Out came a camera, tape- 
re: liilfi, answering-machine activa¬ 
te! notepads, batteries and a dozen 
containers of artificial sweeten¬ 
ers. He came across a copy of WCM. 
l.o()king straight at me he said, ‘Do 
vou liave any pornographic literature?’ 
Whatever gave him that idea? 1 knew 
then that I had returned to Scjuth 
Africa—a country of contrasts and 
neuroses. 

After I’d explained that I would be 
covering the Australian cricket tour, 
and would be in the Republic for the 
next three months, liis attitude im¬ 
mediately clianged. ‘1 hope you tell the 
truth,' he said, stamping my passport. 
‘Welcome to the Republic.’ 

And so 1 was in, albeit with a visa 
which staled ‘Cricket Tour Only,’ a 
not-so-subtle hint which reflected the 
South Africans’ wariness of anyone 
who has ‘journalist’ written into any 
personal documentation. In, to cover 
a lour which look 2'/a years to plan, 
and 2'/^ months to fulfil. 

The team of 16 players plus mana¬ 
ger Bruce Francis and team doctor 
Frank Polese left Australia in two 
groups on Oct 26 from Sydney and 
Perth, to meet up—booked in collec¬ 
tively as the ‘Willow Group'—at Sing¬ 
apore’s Ming Court Hotel. After two 
days in the Far East, the team flew via 
Frankfurt to Johannesburg, where 
they received a heroes’ welcome from 
the hierarchy of the South African 
Cricket Union. ‘We are all pleased to 
he here.' said captain Kim Hughes, 
'and we hope the tour wiD be a great 
siu cess. 

With their earlier-than-planned de- 
parUiir- from Australia, mainly to stop 
tlu' tlow of wanton vandalism being 
peipetiatcd on the pitches of the clubs 
of the plaveis involved—^iill done in 
the nanie ol freedom and democracy 
for the oppressed races of the Repubh 
lie—the S.'^cr had to occupy their 
v.ilu.ilile assets before the first sche- 
duu it isuitch. This was done by 
ariaiicn.c; lour one-day fixtures against 
Counir\ Districts Xls from Northern 


Transvaal (two matches). Orange 
Free State and Transva^. Three 
were won and one was drawn after 
rain. 'I'he main success for the Har¬ 
mony CC which staged the OFS 
match was that the 2500 crowd con¬ 
sumed 30,000 cans of beer. 

Two days before the first match of 
the tour proper began on Nov 22 in 
Bloemfontein, the SACU held a sump¬ 
tuous official welcome in the ballroom 
of Jo’burg’s Carlton Hotel. The 6(X) 
guests included a Hall of Fame of 
South African cricket: Adcock, 
Bacher, Balaskas, Funston, Gordon, 
Grieveson, Griffin, Heine, Irvine. 
Lance. Lindsay, McGlew, McLean, 
Mitchell, O’Linn, both Pitheys, Pol¬ 
locks and Rowans, PrcK-ter, 'Fayfield, 
Trimbom, van der Bijl, van der 
Merwe, Waite, veteran commentator 
Charles Fortune and former Austra¬ 
lian fast bowler Graham McKenzie. 
My signed mcnucard is now a trea 
sure. 

The speakers ranged from brilliant' 
(Australian rugby coach Alan Jones) to 
average. The highlight of the night, 
from a publicity angle, was when Kim 
Hughes presented Springbok captain 



Stwe RIxon whips off the bails 
to stump a Springbok 


Clive Rice with his Australian blazer. 
The Australian Cricket Board, a few 
hours later, said churlishly, ‘What 
Hughes does with his blazer is up to 
him’. They were no doubt embarras¬ 
sed by the front-page stories and 
pictures which every Australian paper 
carried the following morning. 

Against a sad background of the 
bumtout Ramblers Club pavilion, the 
first match, against OFS, ended in a 
predictable draw: John Dyson and 
Mick Taylor scored centuries and the 
home crow'.I were amused by the 
six-hitting ' ■ local offspinner Alan 
Beukes. 

The fir!, '.i;,, night match, against 
Northern larisvaal at Pretoria’s 
Techniki. aound, was lost by seven 
runs. It - 'uld have been more had the 
officia' .-.core been accurate. The 
S.ACI s two heavyweights, Joe 
Pameiisky and ,Ali Bacher. had satis¬ 
fied grins on their faces that night. A 
record crowd meant a financial plus. 

Then a strange inatcli. also in Pre¬ 
toria but this time at Berea Park. The 
President’s XI. wliicli was in reality » 
South African I indei 2r) team, col¬ 
lapsed twice against the pac e .ittack of 
Hogg, RackcTDanii, Aideiinan and 
Maguire. Hogg, fnll.v !'• h’r the first 
time in fn'e cears thanks to the skills 
of Dr f’olese! scared the life out of the 
youngsters. Ills five wickets from 23 
overs in the match cost little. 

Now It was the big one—the Trans¬ 
vaal mean-machine in the cauldron of 
the Wanderers ground (which would 
fail fire-insiiection checks in both Eng¬ 
land and Australia) in front of 30.(KK) 
baying Johann^'sburg highvelders. The 
day/night match of the tour, so we 
were told. 

Transvaal batted first: Cook, 
Fotheringhani and Yachad sccjred 
well. But then came Pollock. The 
maestro, nearly 12 years old, was 
magnificent. 1 was there. I saw him. 
World cricket, through political in¬ 
terference these past 15 years, has 
lost the opportunity to see surely the 
finest batsman since Bradman. His 
unbeaten 59 was sheer elegance aitd 
batting artistry, which no-one could 
match. Shall we ever see the lilies of 
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Dyson can do nothing as Kirstsn catches Tsylor off his own bowling 


Graeme Pollock again? The Austra¬ 
lians lost the match by 58 runs. It was 
a crushing defeat. Hughes blamed the 
umpires for poor decisions (he had 
four valid arguments) while Backer 
watched happdy as the turnstiles took 
a record £72,000. 

"nien came the @:eat trek across 
country. East London, never the most 
awe-inspiring of towns, and badly hit 
by the black-consumer boycott, saw 
two days of laborious cricket. The 
third day was thankfully washed out 
and the match was teft drawn. 

Along the coast to Port Elizabeth, 


home of St George’s Park, scene of 
South Africa’s first and last Test 
matches; a day/night match against 
Eastern Province which ended in the 
worst anticlimax possible, and, almost' 
coincidentally, a five-run win for the 
Australians. Umpire Stanley Matth¬ 
ews, apparently unaware of the one- 
day rules, made error after error 
which affected both sides. Steve 
Smith bowled the last ball of the night 
to EP’s Kenny Watson, and Matthews 
called a wide. Hughes protested, as 
the ball had gone between the leg 
stump and tte batsman, who had 


retreated towards square leg. Matth¬ 
ews pulled up the stumps and walked 
from the ground. Fifteen minutes later 
we found out that he had retracted his 
decision. No one told the scorers, SO 
they guessed the result. 

To prolong the agony of the St 
George’s Park Press facilities—aaid 
by Australian journalist Alan Shiell to 
be ‘only marginally better than the 
world’s worst Preas-box in GetHree- 
town, Guyana’—a three-day game M-. 
lowed against the revenige-seiM^ 
locals. The Australians batted ^t, 
with South Ausb:Blia’s Mikb Haywnan 






Controversy 


ia 

scoring a dasstcrillv correct unbeaten 
125. When El' replied, left-arm spin- 
tier Tom Mogan took a career-best 8 
- for 86. riie celebratory party that 
' nij^t was magnificent. Kim Hughes 
made a game of it on the final day with 
? an over generous declaration—^a chal¬ 
lenge Ivl' look up to win by two 
wickets with just eight balls re- 
i mainmg. 

'I'he tight tour schedule now gave 
the Australian players and the travell¬ 
ing Press 10 minutes to get to the 
airport for the last flight of the night to 
Cape Town. The sight of cricketers 
still in their flannels and the usual 
unkempt Press corps running, jump¬ 
ing and planting caused great hilarity 
at the terminal, across the tarmac and 
on the flight. 

The ‘Fairest Cape’ was our base for 
a week. ITiree days in the wine¬ 
growing area of steUenbosch provided 
a pleasant draw against Poland. 
Hughes and Smith both hit delightful 
centuries before giving away their 
wickets, and Trevor Hohns hit his 
first six in first-class cricket, so win¬ 
ning a 20-Rand bet with John Dyson. 

Hughes had been criticised for stat¬ 
ing earlier in the tour that the matches 
leading up to the first unofficial ‘Test’ 
would be used for practice. That time 
was nearly over. To prove that the 
‘rebels' were now ready to face the 
might of South Africa, they not only 
defeated high-flying Western Province 
in a one-day match at Newlands. they 
also handed out a cricketing lesson. 
After Hughes had scored 61 in the 
attacking style of old, Dyson took up 
the cudgels to finish unbeaten on 126. 
Only Peter Kirsten (96) showed any 
resistance to the visittn's’ accurate 
pace attack. Two nights later in Dur¬ 
ban, Natal met the same fate. 

Christmas in Durban saw the wives, 
children, sweethearts, in-laws and a 
huge teddy-bear join the cricket cir¬ 
cus. Bruce Francis, the poker-faced 
team manager and scourge of the 
Australian Cricket Board, now be¬ 
came ‘Uncle Brucie’, a real softie who 
could tell amazing bedtime stories. 1 
wonder what Fred Bennet and David 
Richards of the ACB would have said 
to that? Big Carl Rackemann became 
Father Christmas with a very labo¬ 
rious ‘Ho, ho, ho' early on Christmas 
momng, just tliat bit too early after 
seeing in the festive season. 

The serious business started on 
Boxing Day. In hont of a very small 
crowd—only 1,5.856 turned up all told, 
with 6500 of those on Day 1—the 


match was drawn after bad lifdtt and 
rain cost nearly a full day in stoppages. 
The mighty Pollock scored yet 
another century; Victorian Mick 
Taylor (has there ever been a nicer 
cricketer?! also reached three figures. 
Then came the sensation: the Spring¬ 
boks were 20 for 5 in their second 
innings, laid waste by some fine, 
skilful bowling by Hogg and Rack¬ 
emann. 'J'he pressure could not con¬ 
tinue in the sapping heat of tropical 
Durban. Henry Fotheringliam scored 
an unbeaten hundred, and that was it. 

Cape Town two days later saw a 
firstday crowd larger than Durban 
could provide in four days. I'he 
Springboks batted first—Pollock man¬ 
aged only 79 this time—-and the Au¬ 
stralians fell 126 behind on the first 
innings. Clive Rice’s team went for 
the runs on the last morning before 
declaring. Hughes scored an unbeaten 
97 in reply, and Match 2 was also left 
as a draw. 

The big finale would be over five 
days in Johannesburg in mid-January. 
After a meaningless drawn match 
against the South African Universities 
in Port Elizabeth, it was back to the 
highveld for the final three-day match 
against Northern Transvaal in Pre¬ 
toria. The match was the last sche¬ 
duled to be played on the historic 
Berea Park ground 

Playmg only four specialist bats¬ 
men, the tourists gained a 39-run lead 
on first innings. J'hen came the unex- 


Rackemann (right) watches Mick 
Taylor run out Ray Jennings 



pected fireworks as 326 runs were 
slammed for the loss of only two 
wickets in 2'/z sessions. Peter FauBc- 
ner, who scored a career-best 109, 
went from 27 to 86 off 23 balls at one 
stage. Taylor’s century came from 
only 89 balls, while Kim Hughes’s first 
three scoring shots were 4, 6, 6. 

The third and final unofficial ‘Test’ 
in Jo’burg became one of those cricket 
matches which will stick indelibly in 
the memory. South Africa won by 188 
runs after the ‘rebels’ collapsed to 61 
in the final innings. The result is 
somewhat inconsequential — it was 
the game that won. Two centuries; 
tremendous courage from Graeme 
Pollock, batting with a broken ri^t 
hand; two hattricks; Dyson carrying 
his bat for 18; the lowest score by any 
.Australian team in South Africa; Steve 
Rixon's 10 catches (nine off Rack¬ 
emann). which equalled the South 
African record hold jointly by Ray 
Jennings and David Murray: brothers 
(Ossie and Dudley Schoof umpiring 
the sanii’ match; and finally an evrat 
Kim Jlught's would rather forget, 
'riucc times he went to the wicket; 
throe times he returned first ball— 
twice in his own right and tlurdly when 
acting as Hogg’s runner. What a 
match! 

But what of the lour? The main 
shock was the near-total apathy 
shown by an allegedly cricket-starved 
nation to the provincial matches. Dn 
one occasion when the players came 
out onto the gioiind tliev outnum¬ 
bered the spectators. Press facilities 
and the scorers were abysmal. Crick¬ 
et statisticians would be horrified to 
learn how we, the Press, finally 
agreed on a number of scores. 

The South African team is ageing. 
Their ability was never questioned but 
the skills were lacking at crucial times. 
Next season the selectors intend 
bringing on the new players. Names 
such as Roy Pienaar, Brett Matthews, 
Phiflip Amm and schoolboy wonder 
Darryl Cullinan could replace the cur¬ 
rent stalwarts. 

And as for the Australians? Kim 
Hughes is still a class player: Carl 
Rackemann has motivated himself and 
is a different man; Mick Taylor main¬ 
tained his splendid firstclass average 
of over 54; Steve Smith and Mflte 
Haysman will surely be forgiven their 
sins and eventually return to official 
Test contention; some might return to 
She^ld Shield cricket — some wfll 
just fade away. 

iWMen CnCkM Monthly. 






SporisworM 

C^ec ho slovaU Ill's 
Davis Cup team will be 
spearheiiilod by 
Miloslav Mecir, who 
will be the hujliest 
tanlo'fl player (1 1 on 
the AT P Computer) on 
view at the Calcutta 
Soutli Club lawns, 
when they mei-t |ni.lia 
the World Group 
first rount tie 




Update 



O N Thursday June 5, 
the city of Puebla, 
Mexico, will witness a re¬ 
markable rematch, when 
the defending champions 
Italy will face the 78 win¬ 
ners Argentina for the 
fourth successive time in 
the World Cup. 

The soccer super pow¬ 
ers met in West Ger¬ 
many in 1974 (1-1 draw), in 
Argentina in 1978 (1-0 to 
Italy) and in the '82 Spain 
Mun^ where once again 
Argentina went down to 
the current World champs 
(2-1). The question is: Will 
Argentina be ableto 
a 'enge their defeats when 
til' V meet Italy at Puebla? 

lie World Cup winning 
Itali.;,! manager Enzo Bear- 
zot li, most concerned ab¬ 
out Uie Argentines. He 
said, “f i: , aper our group 
looks str,! '.’iforward, but 
the reality w be quite 
different. Thi 1982 World 
Cup IS in the p;, t. Today 
marks the start of a new 
adventure for our national 
side. ” 

Most Argentines, on the 
other hand, are confident 
that they would fare well, 
not only against the World 
champs, but their other 
opponents in the group as 
well. For instance, their 78 
World Cup winning skipper 
Daniel Passarella, whose 
appearance in Mexico was 
somewhat uncertain follow¬ 
ing a row with the team 
boss, Carlos Hilardo, said, 
“I know the Italians and the 
Bulgarians very well now, 
after several years playing 
in Europe, but 1 do not 
think we’ve anything to 
fear. We can qualify for the 
second round, no 
problem.” 

But Bilardo had a lot of 
F^blems to face to requisi¬ 
tion the cream of his na¬ 
tion’s soccer talent. 
Obviously, he wanted to 
keep the same line-up as in 
the qualtfymg round for the 
finals in Mexico. But that 
necessitated getting 
together his entire side 
from all oy^ die world. 



He did bring back some were on the point of being 

of the key players like Fil- transferred abroad, 
lol, Passarella, Barbas, 

Maradona and Valdano It cost the Argentine FA 

from foreign clubs, but as dearly to get their best 
soon as the quafifymg round boys together to meet the 
ended a fresh exodus World Cup challenge. They 

threatened to hit the na- had to pay half of the play- 
tion. Trossero, Burrucha- ers’ wages while they were 
ga, PasculU, Trobbiani and busy doing national duties. 

M^co. among others In the case of their super 




star Diego Maradona, it 
amount^ to approximately 
$ 70,000, half his salary for 
two months with Italy’s 
Napoli. On top of that the 
Argentine players were to 
receive a bonus of $ 15,000 
each for qualifying for the 
Mexico finals. 

Althougli it was a horren¬ 
dous problem for the 
Argentine FA to get 
together their best players, 
the case of Ubaldo Fillol 
was just the other way 
around. If ultimately he 
plays in Mexico, he will 
become the first Argentine 
player to take part four 
times in the World Cup 
finals. He was in Argenti¬ 
na’s squad in the finals in 
West Germany, in Argen¬ 
tine and Spain. And he is 
now anxious to be transfer¬ 
red back home by Brazil’s 
Flamengo to make sure 
that the honour docs not 
elude him. 

The chances of Argenti¬ 
na’s success revolve large¬ 
ly around the form and 
performance of Diego 
Maradona. At the moment 
the maestro is in great 
form. His outstanding per¬ 
formances in Argentina’s 
qualifying matches brought 
up the inevitable compari¬ 
son with Brazil’s all time 
great Pele once again. The 
general opinion is that while 
Pele had some talented 
players next to him. Mara¬ 
dona is surrounded by 
‘troncos’ (tree stumps— 
players with less ability). 

But the question tliat is 
haunting most soccer fol¬ 
lowers is; will Maradona’s 
legs once again be the 
target of some of his en¬ 
vious opix^inents. A rather 
ominous incident took place 
in Venezuela when an un¬ 
identified bystander kicked 
Maradona’s leg as the 
Argentine team made their 
way through a crowd to get 
into their hotel AlthougJj it 
was at first feared that the 
itijury would keep lum from : 
playing the foilbwing day. 
this was not the case- 
most fortunately. 


TuKfView 


Hard Day s Knight 

When all eyes were on the favourite Sir 
Bruce, Pesi Shroff moved Amorous 
Knight to the front and stayed there for 
the rest of the race, to win the Charminar 
Challenge Indian Turf Invitation Cup and 
with it a prize money of rupees five lakhs 




G UINUY, Madras was packed to 
capacity on March 2nd, 3986, to 
witness the fourth running of the 
Charminar Challenge Indian Turf In¬ 
vitation Cup and it was a race that few 
will ever forget. In one of the closest 
finishes in recent times, Pesi Shroff 
and Amorous Knight won an absolute 
thriller from the c^ds on favourite Sir 
Bruce and the totally unfancied Solit¬ 
ary Splendour. It was touch and go all 
the way and at the end the judge had 
to call for a photo to separate the 
three; the final verdict being half a 
length and a neck. 

It was a brilliant piece of riding on 
the part of young Pesi Sliroff which 
won the day although it cannot be said 
that either of tlie other two horses 
was ridden badly. Kinane on the 
favourite Sir Bruce gave his colt every 
opportunity but he lacked that turn of 
foot lliat saw him emerge the victor in 
the Indian Derby: Kader on Solitary 
Splendour got the best run of the lot 
as he slipped through along the rails to 
take the shortest way home. Hence all 
three riders rode absolutely superb 
races. It was Just that Shroff on 
Amorous Kni^l got that little bit 
extra out of his horse and that prob¬ 
ably made the difference. 

'Du- last three runs of the Invitation 
Cup had generated tlieir fair degree of 
' excitement but this fourth one at 
Madras must surely have been in a 
class of Its own as far as sheer 
excitement went. 'Die etitire day’s 
pr(H-eedings which had been sjxin- 
soi.'d bv VST industries Ltd. 
aur.icted a record crowd of '19,H.'»0, 
the highesi at any race club mid they 





m a photo finish Amorous Knlpht flnlshssshssP of fsyourlto StrBfUOS 











sir Bruce 
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were in for a veritable feast of racing. 

Lining up to face the starter at the 
2400 metre marker were sixteen of 
the best thoroughbreds that could 
have graced the turf for that particular 
year. From Bombay came Sir Bruce, 
the Indian Derby winner, ridden by 
Irishman Kinane. Along with him was 
Amorous Knight who had run two and 
a half lengths Ijehind him in the Derby. 
From Madras was Chaitanya Katham. 
From Bangalore Dupont, from Hyder¬ 
abad Grand Entry, from Calcutui Tug 
Of War. A host of individual classic 
winners at their respective centres, 
all of them with very impressive 
credentials indeed. Quite overlooked 
amongst that lot was Solitary Splen¬ 
dour who had run fourth in the Indian 
Derby. 

On form and past performance Sir 







Mid ptidtfdM' SoUtary Splendour to win the tnviUdian Cup 


Bruce hxrked home and dry. He had 
done all expected of him and it looked 
difficult to see him getting beat. But 
racing has always been a glorious 
game of chance and uncertainty and on 
that bright and sunny afternoon at 
Madras it was proved yet again. 

The field broke evenly from the 
gates and Tug 01 War, the Calcutta 
cltainpum. shot to tlie front setting 
wlial must have been the fastest pace 
in memory, 'fhey traversed the first 
half-mile in a mind boggling 47 
seconds which ought to have given 
some indication at the blistenng pace. 
Sir Bruce was v^elI off the pace, as 
was Amorous Knight, Solitary Splen- 
dout atid (irand Entry; and the fact 
that eventually these were the four 
dial fif^ired on the board is a revela¬ 
tion in itself that the horses who were 
prominent early on faded when it 
came to the all important closing 
stage. 

As they went around the first tuttl, 
Tug ()f War was a clear two lengths to 
the good of Ok Sir in second |>lace. 
Chaitanya Katham was third and 
Dupont tucked in behind along with 
Luminaire. Not one of these four 
would eventually lx- on the board. Sir 
Bruce meanwhile had settled nicely m 
about sixth i)lace along with Solitary 
Splendour for company, vriiile Slwoff 
on Amorous Knight was even further 
back, quite content to sit back and 
bide his time convinced that the front 
runners would have to come back to 
him. I low right Ite turned out Ui be; 
haring judged the race H» an absolute 
nicety (' 










At the halfway mark the order 
rcnin'mod somewhat unchanged but 
the fast ftaltop was bejiinnifw to take 
its toll. t)k Sir threw in the towel and 
retreated trom the fray. Luminaire, 
who was supposedly a pac emaker for 
L'haitanya Kathani, did not net re¬ 
motely near the front and was out ol 
the running. The front runniiiK Tug Of 
War continued to lead but nowhere 
near as easily as he would have liked 
to. He was off the bridle and just 
behind him Chairanya Katham was not 
goinn all that well cither. Sir Hruce on 
the other hand was moving well and 
that must have gladdened the hearts 
of most of his connections. Few, if 
any, paid any attention to Solitary 
Splendour on his hecks who was going 
just as well; and a quick look back at 
Amorous Knight, almost five lengths 
away, appeared to suggest that he did 
not have too bright a chance either. 

It was as they began negotiating the 
turn that things began to happen. 
Cluiitanya Katham was pushed to 
come up alongside Tug Of War and 
the IcK'al effowd raisc;(l a cheer as she 
got her ek-gant head in front, liut it 
was shortlived. Already a murmur 
was building up as Sir Hriice came 
Cl iiising up to Ik‘ within three lengths 
ot the front runners. liverything was 



Evm the old hands were foxed 


still going to pliin according to the Sir 
Bruce connections. Now it merely 
looked a question of how much he 
would win by. Solitary Splendour who 
had crept up just behind on his inside 
was still not being considered and 
Shroff started movmg up on Anioi^>us 
Knight albeit five lengths in arrears. 

Into the straight and I ug Of War 
was passed bv Chailanya Katham, but 
even as he bt'gan to drop out Aslam 
Kadcr shot i/iiough the opening that 
presented ii^clt on the rails and Solit¬ 
ary Splendour was in the lead and very 
much in the running. Kinane on Sir 
Bruce was still going well enough and 
with about IKK) metres to imn he 
essayed his challenge. But this time 
Sir Bruce lacked that lightning turn of 
foot. Kinane punched him out but he 
failed to go clear. Out came the whip 
for the first time and Sir Bruce inched 
his way ahead of Solitary Splendour 
but ever so slowly. It was at this 
critical juncture that Shroff brought 
Amorous Knight on to the scene to 
essay his challenge. Hundred metres 
out it looked like he would go away 
from them but Sir Bruce and Kinane 
were not beaten yet. The Derby 
winner gave his aU and fouf^t on 
gamely but it was a los^ hatUe. 
Shroff and Amorous , Knight were 
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The proud owners of the champion Indian horse. Jockey Pesi Shroff acknowdedges the good work 
dpne by his mount Amorous Knight. Young Shroff was at his best in the Classic race 


going far too wvJI ;iiid at the wire the 
crowd looked on in sheer disbelief as 
Amorous Knight turned the tables on 
his vanquisher in the Indian Derby. 

It was a stupendous piece of riding 
by a lw>y who has carved himself a 
niche in today’s racing archives as one 
of the lop riders to have ever donned 
silks in the country. Described earlier 
as grossly over rated by a host o( .so 
called experts Shroffs brilliance on 
that day was truly remarkable. You 
could not have asked anyone to ride a 
better race. He had judged it to a 
nicety, balanced his horse perfectly 
and ridden a copybook of a waiting 
race, In fact it was probably the 
change in tactics as regards his riding 
wdiich turned the tabk“S on Sir Bruce. 
In Bombay he had made his run quite 
early. This time it was Kinane who 
was pushed into making the first run 
and Shroff came with raking strides 
from behind to get them all on tile 
post. 

'I'here were no hardluck stories 
after the race. (Jf course the usual 
ones floated around. Kinane made las 
run » bit t(«) early on Sir Bruce. Well 
.that being tlie case. Solitary Spleii 


dour made his oven earlier and only a 
neck separated them. In this respect a 
small word about Sir Bruce’s owners 
and trainer would not be out of place. 
They accepted their defeat with a 
smile and were the first to state that 
the best horse won. Racing needs 
more like them. 

Trainer Saved Shah, who (rained 
the winner, hails fnan Bombay and for 
him this was really a dream come 


It was a stupendous piece of 
riding by Pesi Shroff, who has 
carved out a niche in today's 
racing archives as one of the 
top riders to hove ever donned 
silks in the country. He hod 
judged it to o nicety, balanced 
his horse perfectly and ridden o 
copybook of o waiting race 


true. Amorous Knight may not have 
looked the most amorous horse in the 
parade but his trainer knew him bet¬ 
ter. He dismissed the observations 
made by quite a few knowledgeable 
types as to his horse looking a bit on 
tlie light side by saying that his colt 
always looked like that. He was 
proved riglil because Amorous Knight 
could not have been better tuned to 
give off the best he was capable of. | 
And so another Invitation was over. 
.Amorous Knight had dethroned the 
reigning champion and was crowned 
king. This was the sport of kings at its 
finest in India, and Madras Race iplub 
liad done itself proud in organising and 
coordinating a weekend of superb 
racing that left one and all breathless 
with excitement. VST Industries had 
completed the fourth leg of their 
agreement with the Turf authorities of 
India and now it was on to liangalore 
for the fifth running of the Charininar 
Challenge Indian I'lirf Invitation Cup 
in March 19H7. 


AdlOavMr, Madnn 
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Return of tlie‘centre-forwarcr 


T he tradiij< I'i ivngJisIv 
type cc’f’' 'o' ward still 
haia an «!i •'!’! to 

play in ti .and it is 

go^ (, men in tWs 
categ' ‘ 'king strong 
rbin T places in Eng¬ 
land' ' id Cup squad. 

I -.erring not just to 

Cl- ' Kerry Dixon and 
A< -..Ml’s Hateley, 
t' It favourites to to 
• ..lO, but also Luton’s 
vear-old No. 9 Mick 
'L'krford. I should imagine 
itiat Dixcm and Hateley are 
now looking anxiously over 
their shoulders at the 
Sunderland-bom Harford, 
probably the most im- 

S oved coitre-forward of 
} type in the country this 
season. 

1 know quite a Int about 
Harford because, as Soudi- 
ampton's manager, there 
were two occasions that 1 
considered trying to sign 
hini. I didn't pursue my 
intmist in him because of 
his lack of pace, but looking 
at his Luton performances, 
1 am now regretting that J 
didn’t take a ^ance on him! 

Harford, who has pre¬ 
viously with Lincoln, New¬ 
castle, Bristol City and 
Birmin^iam, certainly isn’t 
as quick as Dixon and 
Hat^y. But he has an 
exceOent first touch and a 
good awareness of what is 
going on around him- 
... qualities which could 
make him as important to 
the Endand set-ii^ in Mex¬ 
ico as they have to Lutrai in 
the First Division. Because 
of the intense heat in Mex¬ 
ico (not to mention the 
aintude problems), the En¬ 
gland team will need to 
peitunn at a slower pace 
than normal. Like most 
other sides, they wiO have 
to keep a lot of men bdhind 
the bail and concentrate on 
retaining possession for as 
long as possible. 

Harford, a target-man 
type >..(h the ability to take 


Luton’s centre-forward Mick 
Harford could be a possibility 
for the English team 



balls wid) his back to the 
opposing goal and bring 
team-mates into the game, 
seems ideally-suited to that 
brand of football Indeed, 
he has become well-used to 
it with Luton, who believe 
in playing balls to feet mid 
probing for openings in a 
precise, constructive 
manner. 

I have been a little sur¬ 
prised by this aspect of 
Harford’s gan% because in 
the past, 1 have tended to 
notice him for'more for his 
physical power and deter¬ 
mination, especially in the 
air. He is very similar in 
this department to Aston 
Villa’s Andy Gray and 
Southampton’s Joe Jordan, 
in that he will go for balls he 
seemingly has no chance of 
winning. He could always 
be relied upon to unset^ 
Southampton’s defenders. I 
remember them discussiifg 
him once, and Mark Wright 
singling him out as the cen¬ 
tre-forward he least re¬ 
lished facing. 

'That Harford has ac¬ 
quired the touches of class 
to put himself on the verge 
of the England squad (he 
was one of the stai^y 
[dayers for ibrtnighls 
warm-up mau h in Israel) is 
a gr(-a( it-.stimony to his 
approach to the 
game...and, of course, to 
the help he has had through 
being in a team like Luton. 

I AM delisted that Luton 
are doing so well. 
Througji my experiences at 
South^pton, I know the 
problems involved in a 
small club trying to st^ 
the thunder of the big-dty 
giants. For a club like 
Luton, finish!^ m the top 
six is tile equivalent (rf win¬ 
ning the Championsh^. ! 
would love to see Luton do 
that, because 1 admire the 

HatMey.'cwilwkafp 
Harford out? 
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football they produce...and 
their manager David Pleat 
David lb without doubt 
one of the bn^test young 
managers in Britain. Hu 
enthusiasm is reflected by 
the fact that, through his 
wiUmgness to watch matdi- 
es in all parts the coun¬ 
try—even reserve-team 
games—there u hardly a 
pro footballer m the League 
that he doesn’t know about 
I have even bumped into 
him at matches m the Un¬ 
ited States during the 
summer' 

The progress he has 
made at Luton emphasises 
what 1 Was saying last week 
about th< importance of 
managers the right 

support Not long ago^ 
Luton seemed luimoil 
The team were i i donp 
too well and Davit 
the lowest paid i uiageis 
in the First and Second 
Divisi s at that time was 
ber linked with other 
c IS The turning pomt 
atjs the appointment of a 
nf w, highly anihitious 
I liairman—David I vans— 
who, unlike a lot oi men m 
that position, put lus money 
where his mouth was. The 
result IS that David’s own 
financial situation has been 
made more secure, he has 
been given the money to 
strengthen his side 
(through the signings of 
players such as Steve Fos¬ 
ter and Harford) and Luton 
have gone from strength to 
strength 

Moreover, they have 
done so without sacrificing 
their reputation as an 
attractive footballing team 
It amazed me when Arsen¬ 
al’s manager Don Howe 
suggested that Luton had 
been over-physical No dis¬ 
respect to Don, but that 
has never been ray expen- 
ence of them 1 pulled 
David’s leg about it when 
we were discussing the 
tempeurary exchange deal 
mvolvmg the Luton and 
Sunderkind goalkeepcars 
Andy Dabble and Bob Bol¬ 
ds:. “Veil's Bus 1 hear 









OtaKMi’a apMi 

about you beoig a nasty 
side?” 1 asked him. "Oh 
yes,” he replied, “after all 
these years of playing good 
football, we have suddenly 
become dirty ” 

When watching the hii^- 
hghts of that Lutem-Arsenal 
mate* on TV, 1 was struck 
not only by the inf'uence of 
Harford, but Luton’s Eng¬ 
land international midfielder 
Ricky HilL Upor selling 
Steve Wilhams to Arsaial, 


miylMi fiis only odlMHilo^ 

I put Hdl at the top of my 
list of possible replace¬ 
ments. Unfortunately fOT 
me, David—^who insisted 
on not letting Hill go for 
less than the £650,000 we 
received for Williams— 
handled the situation quite 
caniuiy. It dragged on for 
some time and eventual¬ 
ly, of course, the episode 
ended with me moving to 
Sunderland! 

Apart from his skill on 


the bafl. Hd has a lot ol 
“beef’ about han.' Tdce 
tremendous goal he scoo^ 
against Arsa^ when he 
Md off two Arsenal d^eti» 
ders inside the box before 
cracking the bdl home. 
That was probably the best 
goal I have seen the sea¬ 
son. Little wonder that BBI 
has come back sfto the 
England reckoong. 


Spot Report 



B arry mcguigan. 

his right eye 
^otesquely swollen and a 
six-stitch cut in his cheek¬ 
bone, forgot the pain and 
planned a tnulti-millinn 
pound New York title fight. 

WBA featherweight 
champion McGuigan had 
taken the best part of an 
hour to subdue the last 
minute substitute Domini¬ 
can chaOenger Danilo Car- 
bera. Yet he and manager 
Barney Eastwood were 
already looking ahead. 

McGuigan said: “I’d been 
out of the ring for nearly 
five months since I beat 
Bernard I'aylor in seven 
rounds. I don't think 111 
take such a long break 
again.” And then on que 
millionaire manager East- 
w<xxl added, "Bany and I 
will have a talk and I think 


we wiH be having a wee 
outii^ to New York. He 
wants to fight there.” 

“The cut has put us back 
a little while, as it will be 10 
weeks before it heals and 
he can spar again. But we 
can be ready by the end of 
May. It could be Wilfiredo 
Goinez of Puerto Rico for 
the world Junior lightwei(dtt 
title. Or we could go down 
a weight to the super¬ 
bantams. The problem with 
the Ck)mez fight is that it is 
all about prime-time televi¬ 
sion. The fight itself would 
cost £1.5 million plus ex¬ 
penses. And we have to 
find a network prepared to 
put on such an expensive 
fight. "But Gomez’s mana¬ 
ger Pepe Cordero, is still m 
Dublin now and we are stiO 
talking about it Maybe af¬ 
ter watching Barry against 


Carbera he will be more 
enthusiastic.” 

Sure enough, the Car¬ 
bera fi^t could be the key 
to McGuigan being 
accepted by many more 
opponents who would once 
have shied olf because of 
Ure Irishman’s awesome 
punching power. There is 
no doubt that McGuigan 
was well below par against 
Carbera. Too often he was 
out of range and even the 
famous left hook did not 
seem to be causing Carbera 
severe discomfort except 
when he was hit low. 

Manager Eastwood 
admitted; “Barry sparred 
upto 135 rounds and maybe 
that was too much.” 

McGuigan troubles 
started in the fifth round 
when he was dodced a 
pomt for a bw blow. Then 


in the eighth round 
McGuigan thought he had 
won when referee Ed Eck¬ 
ert moved in to stop the 
fight as he hammered Car¬ 
bera on the ropes. But the 
beU had gone and the fi^t 
continued. 

The amazing turnabout 
in this decision had 
obviously affected 
McGuigan, but luckily 
tiredness was eating into 
Carbera. In a bizarre 14th a 
McGuigan assault ended 
with Carbera—previously 
blasted across the lower 
rope—almost on all fours 
looking for his gumshield. 
Eventually referee Eckert 
realised Carbera had had 
enou^ and stopped it with 
100 seconds of the round 
gone. 

•inrfiwy Mills, OHblfei 
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Countdown 

Nikhil Bhattacharya captures the build-up to the 
India-Czechoslovakia Davis Cup tie at the Calcutta South Club 


Top: The West Bengal Chief Minister, 
Jyoti Basu, (right) helps the referee Bill 
Gilmour with the draw 






Right: The Czechs seem quite happy 
with the draw. (From left) Mecir, 
Sreiber, coach, Smid and Kodes 
(extreme right) 















Left: Tomas Smid (seated) and Miloslav Mecir relax after a 
strenuous workout in the afternoon heat 



Extreme left: Pavel Slozll is all concentration even during 
practice 









G eoff parsons, a 

nlininf^ student at Lon¬ 
don L'niversity. took Brit¬ 
ish liiKh-jumping to intermi- 
tional heights when he won 
a bronze medal at the Euro¬ 
pean Indoor championsliips 
in Madrid with a leap of 



2.28 metres, narrowly mis¬ 
sing a British best of 2.31 
metres. This is their first 
high-jump medal in Euro¬ 
pean senior competition 
since 1950. It has been a 
long wait. 

Parsons, who recently 
achieved a UK best of 2.3{) 
metres indoors, had to 
make his final attempt at 
2.31 metres while the 
women’s 8(M) metres was in 
progress. He had cleared 
every height from 2.15 
metres to 2.28 metres at 
his first attempt but the 
thought of the record and 
the crowded arena seemed 
to undermine his confi¬ 
dence. But this perform¬ 
ance was proof enough that 
he has the talent, as well as 
the physical and mental 
strength, of improving 
even further. The event 
lasted all of three hours.. 

The other heartening 
performance for the Bntish 
contingent was the 200 
metres victory of Lynford 
Christie, who literally 
stoic the race from 
the Soviet champion 
Evgeniev, on the line. 
Christie, who was 
drawn in the outside 
lane, led for most of 
the way till he was 

passed by Evgeniev 
on the final bend. But in a 
desperate fight back he was 
ahead of the Russian at the 
line in 21.10 seconds—the 
fastest he has ever run. 
Ap^t from that Britain had 
a disastrous day, with most 

of the contingent being 
swiftly eliminated. The 
worst .setback was in the 
200 metres itself. Ade 
Mafe, an Olympic finalist, 
pulled a hamstring while 
trying to negotiate the tight 
first tuni. 

It IS not very often that 
we st'c the very ixiwerful 
East Cierman women hav¬ 
ing to play second fiddle. 
But in these games, Nellie 
CiHiman, from the Nether¬ 
lands, beat both Marlies 
(joehr and Sylkie Gladisch 
Claudia Losch from West 


Germany out threw Kriger 
of East Germany in the 
women’s shot put. 

A zumah nelson of 

Ghana i:etained his 
World Boxing Council 
Featherweight title on a 
split decision over Marcos 
Villasana of Mexico—and 
then said he badly wanted 
to “whip” Barry McGuigan. 
Nelson, after successfully 
defending his title for the 
second time since he took it 
from Wilfredo Gomez in 
December in 1984, taunted 
his WBA counterpart with 
insults. “1 always call her a 
girl because she does not 
want to fight me,” said 
Nelson of McGuigan. “This 
guy, Marcos, can beat him 
because he can take a 
punch.” 

Nelson pounded the 
WBC’s top ranked conten¬ 
der with everything in his 
impressive arsenal and 
opened up a cut on the 
bridge of Villasana’s nose 
with stinging jabs in the 
eighth round and the chal¬ 
lenger’s comer could not 
stop the blood from pouring 
from his face. Infact, Villa¬ 
sana must have been fight¬ 
ing through a haze in the 
last four rounds. But m a 
gutsy display, he kept 
attacking the champion’s 
body throughout the twelve 
12 round contest and felt he 
had done enough to win, 
and was extremely de¬ 
jected when the points de¬ 
cision went against him. It 
was, most certainly. Nel¬ 
son's overall attacking 
technique that swayed the 
judges to give him the ver¬ 
dict. 

H EROL GRAHAM has 
been ordered by the 
European Boxing Union to 
defend his European mid¬ 
dle-weight title against his 
bitter rival Tony Sibson this 
summer. The boxers have 
been trading insults for 
weeks, with Sibson de¬ 
scribing Graham as more of 
a limbo dancer than a box¬ 
er, and the battle over 




purse money will be as 
fierce as the one in the 
ring. TTiere is no love lost 
between Graham's mil¬ 
lionaire manager Barney 
Eastwood and Sibson’s 
adviser, promoter Frank 
Warren. 

Already bookmakers are 
split over the attributes of 
the two boxers, and no 
matter who you fancy, you 
could have a decent price 
on either man. In one book¬ 
maker you can have 4-5 on 
Sibson and evens for Gra¬ 
ham: but with another, 
your best price for Graham 
is- 4-6 and 5-4 for Sibson. I 
would recommend a tiny 
wager on Sibson at 5-4, if 
you could find a bookmak¬ 
er, that is, 

■yOMMY FARR’S joke for 
I half a century was;“Do 
not mention Joe l^uis. His 
name always makes my 
nose bleed. ’’ Of course, the 
whole world did mention 
Louis and Farr—because in 
one golden hour in August 
1937 Farr achieved boxing 
immortality. The brave 
Welsh boxer challenged the 


‘brown bomber’ tor the 
Heavy-weight cham¬ 
pionship of the world in 
New York’s Yankee Sta¬ 
dium. Officially, Farrloslon 
points over fifteen rounds 


but controversy .over the 
decision has never been 
resolved. 

Now, sadly, that famous 
nose will bleed no more, 
because last weekend. 


37 i 

Thomas Farr, from Tony i 
pandy died in his sleep at 
his Sussex home. He was 
eleven days short of his 
seventy-second birthday. ; 
American sportswritefs 
who had jibed before the j 
bout, that Farr had about as \ 
much chance as Shirley j 
Temple against Louis, 
admitted after the points 
verdict: “F'arr lost the deci¬ 
sion, but stole the show,” 

S TEVE DAVIS collected 
his third major title of 
the season and set a new 
snooker earnings record in 
the .bargain. The twenty- 
eight year old former world 
champion, defeated Willie 
Thonie 12-7 to win the 
Dulux British Open cham¬ 
pionship in Derby. The fif¬ 
ty-five thousand pounds 
cheque lifted his seasons 
total prize money beyond 
the two million pounds 
mark—the first time any 
player has achieved that 
goal. With the World cham¬ 
pionship still to come, 
Davis can increase that by 
more than a quarter; but 
money was the last thing on 
his mind when he said: 
"This win ha.s started to put 
a little bit of icing on this 
season’s cake.” 

‘ Thorne won the first 
frame, but that was about 
all he could manage in the 
first session as Davis 
reeled off the next six 
frames for. a convincing 
lead. But Davis wilted on 
the resumption, as Thome 
won four of the seven 
frames to pull up to 9-5. 
When the match resumed 
the next day, Thorne 
snatched the opening frame 
78,66; but Davis bounced 
back to take the next and 
go ahead 10-6. After tosing 
the following frame, Davis 
was never in trouble again 
and cruised to an easy vic¬ 
tory without conceding 
another frame. This is the 
third oicasion that Thome 
has lost to Davis and he 
must lie getting quite tired 
of seeing Davis in the uppo>- 
site comer. 

MtohMf KAv ftwn toMten 



TonySibaanWiriniiayMltipforhlsflghtaoalrwtHafTol Graham. 





Books for the winter 


R^u Mukherji reviews a few releases 


W ITH (In- Daily Tele- 
ff'afiti (ncktH Year 
Boiih 111 liarid one could 
not r>-sist tlic temptation of 
>{oinv; ihroujs’h the fore- 
warti Kor the author was 
nolle other than the clear- 
ihiiiking Mike Brearley, 
whose views are not only 
thought-provoking but are 
expressed with a delightful 
camouflage of restraint—all 
too rare these days. 1 read 
and reread the piece and 
was thrilled to find that his 
opinion that umpires are 
not above criticism from 
the media corroborated to 
what this writer had ex- 
pressed’some time back. 

True to expectations the 
article is a classic. Brearley 
has discussed umpiring 
controversies and the in¬ 
volvement of the media as 
also the reactions of the 
players in the middle. Ev¬ 
ery word that he breathes 
is well considered and, un¬ 
like most crictics, his im¬ 
pressions are free from 
cliches, bias and oblique 
thinking. He certainly does 
not doubt the capabilities 
and the integrity of umpires 
but is pragmatic enough to 
express that though play¬ 
ers expect umpires to be 
consistent it is almost im¬ 
possible for all umpires to 
have an identical line of 
thought in a given situation. 
But Brearley warns that 
this should not be taken to 
mean that umpires are 
above criticism. The rest 1 
refrain from disclosing for 
‘liat is a piece the discem- 
iiii; cricket addicts would do 
Well to set upon at the first 
available opixirtunity. 

Daily Tflegraph is usual¬ 
ly among the first to publish 
their annual year book. 

This year, too, the commit¬ 
ment remains intact. As 
with the previous issues, 
the latest one incitules de¬ 


tails of Test matches, 
County matches, Universi¬ 
ty and schools cricket in 
England, first-class cricket 
round the world, English 
domestic and international 
cricket fixtures for 1986. 
The statistical survey is in 
the capable hands of Bill 
Frindall while Michael Mel- 
ford has reviewed the sea¬ 
son past. In between, Jim 
Swanton provides the in¬ 
terlude with two short arti¬ 
cles. 

Michael Melford writes 
with feeling about the de¬ 
teriorating standard of play¬ 
ers’ behaviour on the field, 
about the pros and cons of 
covering of wickets and 
finally about M.C.C.’s most 
praiseworthy gesture of 
promoting cricket around 
the globe. TTie sooner the 
other countries follow suit 
the better it will be for 
cricket and international 
goodw'ill. One m^or draw¬ 


back of the book is that 
though Alan Shiell gets the 
oppe^unity to give an Au¬ 
stralian angle to last sum¬ 
mer’s proceedings, the 
other overseas cricket cor¬ 
respondents, some dis- 
tmctly mure qualified, have 
only their names mentioned 
in the credit columns. 

The Battle For The 
Ashes is yet another series 
book. In this the Daily 
I Telegraph team of cricket 
I correspondents have 
I chronicled the 1985 battle 
for the Ashes. Michael 
Carey’s match report re¬ 
kindles the memory of the 
day-to-day atmosphere of 
; the series while the read- 
j ers get an additional and 
I the Australian viewpoint 
from the observations of 
Alan Sliiell. Bill Frindall has 
provided the statistical sur¬ 
vey and Adrian Murrell the 
I pictorial backdrop. 


With the advent of Peter May, the fortunes of 
English cricket have shown an upward trend 



With the advent of Peter 
May, the fortunes of En- 
{^sh cricket has shown an 
upward trend. After Gow¬ 
er’s deserving victory 
against a strifetom Indian 
team abroad, his men took 
on Border and company at 
home. This series, too, 
was more than convincingly 
won. After the almost unin¬ 
terrupted row of defeats at 
the hands of West Indies, 
the inspiring presence of 
Peter May has rejuvenated 
the hopes of an English 
revival at cricket. Now 
however it remains to be 
seen whether the next 
issue will be able to main¬ 
tain the momentum of 
optimism regarding English 
cricket that the Daily Tele- 
graph authors have gener¬ 
ated. 

Another annual that 
warms my heart during the 
winter evenings is Indian 
Cricket, the annual com¬ 
pendium of statistics and 
absorbing features wliich 
not only covers the Indian 
domestic scene in gi eat de¬ 
tail but also / 111 IVides a de¬ 
tailed slaii.'iical survey of 
inteniaiional cricket. The 
198r> issue maintains the 
high degree of accuracy and 
perception as it has been 
doing so very diligently for 
the bst39years, lo 
Messrs Kasturi & Sons go 
my gratitude for the high 
standard of production. 

This is a copy no true 
follower of the game can 
afford to miss. 


Indian Cricket 1985 Compiled by S. 
Thyagarajan, Kasturi & Sons. HC. 
e96Pp.Rs1B 

The Battle For The Ashes (Daily 
Telegraph) PP.a24pp Rs109 
Cricket Year Bo<A '86 (Daily Tele- 
graph) Pb. 232 PP RsBO 

The ebove books ere clle> 
tributed by: The Msrlne 
Sports, 63 A Gokhsle 
flosd (North), Oadsr, 
Bombsy 400 028. 
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Rock the boat 

B ARCELONA’S bid for 
the 1992 Olympic 
Games may have received 
a set back with the happen¬ 
ings at the opening cere¬ 
mony of the European In¬ 
door championships last 
month. 

Just a few hours before 
tlie ceremony, the Spanish 
Athletic Federation re¬ 
ceived a note from the 
Socialist government of 
Felipe (Jonzalez Marquez, 
ordering that the Gibralter 
flag must not be displayed 
in the presence of the King. 

(iibralter has been an 
independent member of the 
International Amateur 
Atliletic Federation since 
19.54, and had entered an 
800 m runner at Barcelona. 

In a hasty compromise. 
Sir Arthur Gold, President 
of the European Athletic 
Union, agreed to exclude 
all flags, but the lAAF are 
to discipline the Spanish 
Federation for it’s “improp¬ 
er conduct”, whatever the 
government’s belated in¬ 
struction. 

Just a few days after the 
incident, was the date 
when the seven cities bid¬ 
ding for the 1992 Games 
Jtad to submit their formal 
appScations, guaranteeing 
freedom from political in¬ 
terference as hosts. What if 
Gibralter was to be entitled 
to compete in 1992 ? 

Forgive and forget ? 

W RITING in the 7’/if 
7*n»es of London, 
pstvid Miller has hit out at.a 


decision of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa¬ 
tion. 

Writes Miller: “'I’lie 
lAAF took a decision even 
more bizarre than the re¬ 
tention of the word 
“amateur” in their own 
title.” 

At a meeting at which 
Barcelona was awarded the 
1989 World Cup for athle¬ 
tics in preference to Birm¬ 
ingham, the council also 
decided, “amid internal dis¬ 
pute, to reinstate the 
world’s most publicized 
Olympic cheat, ” Martti 
Vaino, of Finland, at the 
request of his national fed¬ 
eration. 

Vaino was found positive 
in the drug test after win¬ 
ning the silver medal in the 
10,000 m final in Los 
Angeles and was pulled off 


the track as he was about 
to rake part in the 5,000 m. 
The decision to forgive him 
means that he has missed 
nothing but last year’s 
World Cup in Rome. 

Miller attacks the deci¬ 
sion saying: “The sliameful 
capitalisation to the most 
odious, and dangerous, 
crises of world sport ex¬ 
poses the lAAF to ridicule 
... What discouragement 
now is there for the ambi- 
\ious youth of the world 
when an Olympic medal 
winner found guilty of re¬ 
sorting to chemical assist¬ 
ance is subsequently per¬ 
mitted to compete in the 
next European cham¬ 
pionship. (he next World 
championship, the next * 
Olympic Games ?’’ 

Prestige issue 

A IM'REHENSIONS ab¬ 
out Pakistan’s ability to 
co-host the World Cup 
cricket tournament late 
next year, were sought to 
be dispelled the Boards of 
Controll for Cricket in India 


Geoff Boycott seems to get involved In 
controversy wherever he goes 



and Pakistan. 

After a meeting of the 
Indo-Pak committee. Mr 
N.K.P. Salve of India, said 
that the two countries had 
got the opportunity to luKst 
the tournament after a lot 
of difficulty and it was now 
a prestige issue tor them. 

He said the meeting dis¬ 
cussed certain remaining 
problem and “everything 
has been sorted out amic¬ 
ably.” 

Lt. Gen. Ghulam Safdar 
Butt, the BCCP chief, not 
only agreed fully with Mr, 
.Salve but went on to add, 
“even if we want to back 
out we cannot. ” Gen. Butt 
said that the arrangements 
in Pakistan were “well in 
hand” and there was “plen¬ 
ty of time still. ” 

The foreign exchange re¬ 
quirement of a minimum of 
£ 1.8 million, in case an 
Indian sponsorship is 
accepted has been assured 
by tthe governments of In¬ 
dia and Pakistan. 

Cricket boycott 

B ritish sports writers 
following England 
cricketers on their West 
Indies tour have admitted 
that they were forced to 
pay 168 dollars to obtain 
work permits to allow them 
to cover the tourist’s 
matches in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Immigration officials in¬ 
sisted on the working docu¬ 
ments. normally waived for 
visiting reporters, because 
many of the writers have 
been to South Africa. 

Geoffery Boycott, who 
has played and coached in 
South Africa and who is 
covering the tour for tfre 
London Daily Mail, was for¬ 
mally refused entry when 
he arrived at Port of Spain. 

But the British High' 
Commissioner took up his 
case with the local govern¬ 
ment and he was albwed to 
apply for a work pemtit 
which he eventually 
obtained. 


__ Analysis _ '. 

Indian players fail to make 

the grade 
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T ill, ' 'Irrl and Alekhine Chess 
C) ,!(.-niati()nal Grandmasters 
lou' ■ lit was the fifth Grandmas- 
t(- iinament held in the country 
wi .. span of seven years. This 
tf , .jinent outclassed its predeces- 
.' by scaling category eight with an 
I-rage ELO rating of 2429 and hav- 
lig six Grandmasters in the fourteen 
player event. The tournament was 
held in all play all league basis where 
the title norm requirements for GM 
were 9.5 and for IM seven points from 
13 games. 

TTie foreign participants, were GM 
Raaauaev, GM Eschekovosky. GM 
Agzamov (all from USSR). GM Jansa 
(Czech), GM Soltis (USA) and GM 
Inkjov (Bulgaria). No doubt, six 
Grandmasters lend glamour to the 
loumsiment, but the fact that some of 
the Grandmasters like Soltis and Ink¬ 
jov were not rated above 2460 ELO 
points did not help much to raise the 
category. Instead, four Grandmasters 
in the calibre of Timmati, Miles, Be¬ 
lla vsky and Spassky would have stabil¬ 
ized the category and provide two 
more berths for the Indian players. 

The Indian squad was led by 
National Champion Pravin Thipsay, 
international Masters Arun Vaidya, 
Viswanathan Anand and National stars 
D.V. Prasad and A.B. Meetei. Bengal 
prodig>' Dibyendu Barua was the host 
entiy. 

Among the Indians. Thipsay, Barua 
and Anand were fancied for the GM 
norm, while Prasad and Meetei were 
expected to complete their Intcma- 
tk)nal Master title. International Mas¬ 
ter Niaz Murshed of Bangladesh was a 
last minute wild card entry to even out 
the number of participants replacing 
GM 'Torre. Niaz and Pravin had a 
Grandmaster norm to their credit and 
success in this event would liave given 
them the Grandmaster title. The 
target 9.5 (loints in 13 games was an 
uphill task as even draws would push 
them in a desperate position. 'The 
prime factor will be the aspirant's 
score against the Russian trio. Anand 
and Murshed emerged as joint leaders 
after the initial scramble with .'1.5 
ptmits from four games. 'There were 
two crucial games in the beginning 


between Aiiaiio against Barua and 
'Thipsay in both these encounters 
Anand was successful by outwitting 
Barua and 'Thipsay in alternate 
rounds, 'This was a major setback for 
Barua and 'Thipsay as they were 
practically out of the race for the 
elusive GM nonn. The national champ 
was in a bad patch and was playing 
below his usual strength. Barua has 
always been mercurial, but on this 
occasion, he was rather off-colour. 

Murshed-surged ahead as Anand 
lost twice against Russian Grandmas¬ 
ters Agzarnov and 'Tschekovosky. 
The former won hands down while 
against Tschekovosky. Anand paid the 
[jenalty of a passive opening play. The 
Soviet got the initiative rigid from the 
start and never looked behind. 
'ITtough in time trouble, he won the 
game because his position became 



The difference between 
these two talented 
youngsters was that 
Murshed remained 
unbeaten, while Anand 
(below) lost to two of the 
Russian Grandmasters 


overwhelming and was easy to handle. 

1 thought that Anand’s chances were 
diminishing. His requirement was six 
from seven and he had to play against 
Murshed and two Grandnrasters. 

'The Murslied-Anand encounter in 
the very next round was a game of 
fluctuating fortunes. Anand lost a 
pawn in the opening a Sicilian, but 
managed to complicate the issue. 

Murshed could have consolidated 
with an unusual king manoeuvre but 
made a mistake and lost. Soviet GM 
Agzamov who had all along trailed the 
leader by half point shot up into sole 
lead with 6.5 points at (he end of 
eighth round. Agzamov was in 
tremendous form and with a string of 
the victories in the dosing stages of 
the event won the Pillo Modi silver 
trophy with a round to spare. 

Anand and Murshed were in the 
same boat with the target of four 
points from five rounds. Murshed 
moved closer to the elusive norm with 
fine victories over Grandmasters Sol¬ 
tis and Inkjov. Anand also matched 
Niaz in that respect but missed the 
bus by a whisker when he failed to win 
his last round game against U.V. 
Prasad and was lialf point less- Mur¬ 
shed reached nine points .it tfie end of 
the penultimate roiind. In the final 
round he earned a draw against Agza¬ 
mov that was sulficient to (jualify for 
the Grandmaster title. Anand tied for 
third with 'Tschekovosky and graceful¬ 
ly accepted the better luck next time 
lines of his fellow competitors. 

Tlie difference between these two 
talented youngsters was that Murshed 
remained unbeaten, while Anand lost 
to two of the Russian GMS. Murshed 
will be the first Grandmaster from the 
subcontinent barring a technical snag 
that one of liis games tyom the norm in 
the Hong Kong tournament was 
against an unrated player. In the past 
the FIDE has overlooked this minor 
technical error and 1 hope they will 
award the title to this enormously 
talented youngster. 

Soltis and other Indian- players 
finished outside the prize list. Many 
would loose valuable ELO points that 
would be difficult to win apm. 

V. nmvHamUw 



A runaway rider 

Joe Turi is a Hungarian refugee who trains for showjumping 

by riding two horses at a time 
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H ungarian joe Tmi 

is bringing his own 
brand of Magjru magic to 
rural England with his spec¬ 
tacular gaucho-styk horse- 
mansh^. 

Joe's new speciality is 
ridmg bareback—on two 
horses. Straddled between 
fh«n, he cuts a novel 
across tile Essex couttfry- 


Whlte trousers btowlng In the wind, Joe demonstrstes 
his speciality—riding two horses at the same time 


side. Joe was trained at the 
Hungarian State Stud te- 
fore joHiing the stunt riding 
Czikos Riders. Twelve 
years ago, he came to Eng¬ 
land on tcnir with the Czi¬ 
kos. As the k^ made its 
way to Oovo-for the home¬ 


ward journey, Joe leapt out 
and made a run for it. He 
had £10 in his podtet and 
coukhi't speak a word of 
English. 

He was gnmted pditkd 
asykan and at the age ol 17, 
started a new fife. Joe, now 


29, works for stables in 
Staf^fcH-d Tawney, Essex. 
His ambition is to be a top 
show jumper. His new 
ciality is giving a di^;^y (A 
gaucho showmanship at 
coun^ shows throuf^hout 
BritaiiL His unifcnrm is a 
dasl^ scarlet waatcoat 
and white troieers. 

To the strains erf Hun^- 







Joe was trained at the 
Hungarian State Stud 
and went on to Join the 
stunt riding Czikos 
Riders—horses have 
always been his life 




As a young man, Joe 
Turi fled his native 
Hungary to make a home 
in England, bringing with 
him his novel 
horse-riding skills 



rian circus music, Joe gal¬ 
lops in full flight with his 
two charges, his white 
trousers billowing around 
him as he jumps the fences. 

He is remarkably casuid 
about his bizarre riding 
skill. He explains: "To 
stand up on two horses, 
you Itavc got to have good 
balance, light hands and a 
little leg niu.scle. 1 always 
put blinkers on the horses 
so that they can’t see me 
above them. Otherwise, 
they would go berserk." 

Joe’s style is so effort¬ 
less, he even finds time to 
raise his hat to the crowd. 
As Joe approaches the age 
of 30, he realises that tliere 
are precious few years left 
to become established as a 
top show jumper. But he 
stfll dreams about finding 
fame, saying, “You are tre¬ 
ated like a king as soon as 
you do something spec¬ 
tacular. Everybfxly recog¬ 
nises you and never forgets 
to say Hello." 

Peiiiaps if he chaflenged 
his competitors to ride two 
horses, he woidd find him¬ 
self in a class of his own. 
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PersonalPty 


This runner doesn’t stumble 

Said Aouita makes no mistakes over 
middle-distance running 


A STUDY recently completed in 
Morocco on the number of stu¬ 
dents involved in sport from 1981-84, 
showed positive trends for most disci¬ 
plines, especially in athletics which 
[ showed a rise of twenty per cent. 
And if I were to brazenly remark 
that Said Aouita was the primary’ 
contributing factor lo this phenomena, 
it wouldn’t be surprising if the genera! 
reaction was an incredulous “Said 
who?” 

It wouldn’t be surjirising simply 
because Aouita is a black African, 
running wild and talented amidst a 
j horde of while media-hyped superstar 
’ atliletes, such as Steve Ovett, Scbas- 
J tian Coe. Steve Cram, 'I'homas Weis- 
? sanhagge, Ray Flynn, Steve Srott- 
...the bsl is endless. 

Aouita. 25, has not graced the 
cinder track in the international arena 
for many years, yet his amazing talent 
has already in many ways made him a 
quasi-legend. 

He began in classic Aouita style, 
winning the .SOOdm gold medal at the 
1984 L.'\ Olympics. With the absence 
of world record holder David Moor- 
croft (sidelined by injury) Aouita set a 
blistering pace, capping his fine run by 
running the last 4(K)m in a manic 52.4 
seconds, creating a new Olympic re¬ 
cord. 

After LA, Aouita carried on his 
experimentation with the other middle 
distance runs while creating what is in 
all probability a unkjue record. In the 
lAAF top twenty (this has nothing to 
do with music) lists, wlnirc the best 
20 timings in each event duimg that 
period arc listed. Aouita’s name was 
conspicuous, heading four lists. Which 
means that at that particular period of 
time Said AouiUi was the fastest man 
in the world over the 1500m, mile, 
3000m and 50(K)m. Yet he could stiU 
walk unrecognised down a street, 
almost anywhere in the world. 

And then in 1985 as Steve Cram 
initiated his record-breaking spree, 
Aouita let loose. On 27 July in 
Oslo, he broke David Moorcroft’s 
astounding 5000m record by a whis¬ 
ker. Moorcrpft, who had also set his 
, record at Osb, clbpbg six seconds off 


the existing mark in 1982, must have 
been rather unhappy when Aouita 
scrapped home to a world record by 
one-tenth of a second. Aouita’s 
13:00:40 against Moorcroft’s 
13:00.41. 
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Less than a month later in Berlin, 
Aouita reduced his distance and in a 
glorious exhibition of his running 
range, broke the 15(K)m world record, 
'rhis time he must have upset Cram 
who had broken the existing record 38 
days earlier with a timing of 3:29.67, 
but Aouita eased it down to 3:29.46. 

And now in the latest February, 
lAAF list of athletes participating in 
the Mobil Grand Prix circuit, Aouita 
heads the list for the 1500m, 3000m 
and 5(KX)m, having surrendered his 
supremacy in the mile to Cram. 

Thus with such an impressive track 
record (literally), Aouita is finally 
being given some semblance of the 
recognition that is due to him. Sports 
journalists in Africa—in a poll con¬ 
ducted by Jewc d’Afrique, a monthly 
magazine—voted him African Cham¬ 
pion of Champions. This was quite a 
significant achievement,- as the other 
star in contention was Mohammad 
Timouri, ihe footballer nicknamed the 
“African Pele” who was instrumental 
in Morocco’s qualification for the Mex¬ 
ico World Cup. 

Then he was nominated Athlete of 
the Year by Track and Field’ News. 
And just a fortnight ago, he was the 
proud recipient of the Jesse Owens 
International Athlete of the Year 
award. 

Yet he still remains an enigmatic 
champion. He must be the most un¬ 
obtrusive, unsung, low profile cham¬ 
pion ever to dominate middle distance 
running, Few people know very much 
about Aouita. Yet now they know the 
most important thing: Said Aouita ebi 
run. And fast. 

Some time ago, the short wiry 
Moroccon had said, “If Zatopek (re¬ 
cord holder over the 5(M)0, 10,(XK)m 
and marathon) can do it, so can 1. I 
want to hold every single world record 
from the 1500m to the 10,000m”. At 
this point of time, it is doubtful 
whether anyone would even consider 
it arguable. Aouita’s ability now caimot 
be questioned. 




In Pictures 



t 



oHuetli 








'•'■’-■'JU' -i' , 

: -A- ^' ' -fc , '.1 


il 




/ 



i 

1 

Sleeker, lower, 
faster...Brabham's 
new low-line Formula I 
racer makea Its 
appearance at tyre 

i 

! 
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1 
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tests at Rio’s 

Jacarapagua raceway 

1 

All photographs by 

1 

i 

Associated Press 
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Looks like a two-finger 


attackbyakungfu 
i expert. But It’s Just 

Maris Bruzhiks of the 
Soviet Union leaping 

, 3 

to a new indoor world 
record of 17.54 metres 

' 

in the triple lump at the 


European Indoor 


Track and Field 

Championships In 


Madrid 












News InPiciures 


“I’m the beet. It’s taken 
time, but I’ve done Kl” 
Ivan Lendl exults after 
his win over Mats 
Wllander in the final of 
the LIpton 
International Players 
Championship in Boca 
Raton. Lendl won 34, 
6>1,74,6-4 to win the 
first place prize money 
of $112,500 












With these two guys 
on your side, you 
could sit back and 
relax. After all, they are 
Gerrie Coetzee, the 
South African 
heavyweight boxing 
champion, (left) and 
Frank Bruno, the 
European 
heavyweight 
champion. Both these 
boxers met in London 
to check the gloves for 
their fight which will 
decide WBA world 
heavyweight 
champion Tim 
Witherspoon’s next 
challenger 
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f I WONDHK h :ii.-inyof 
1 you ha\' ' ■'' iluough 
last wfcl - ' 'tuimcnt in 
? whicli "i' j^ivcn a four* 
i: dav * ;'.h is supposed 

5 o.onders on a fi- 

j 1 ,, lb suffering from a 
. 11(1 hangover. If you 
,i'd out on it, then try 
.i!i get your hands on our 
•ssue dated 5 March, 19K6 
and experiment with this 
diet. /!md once you have 
tried it, do write in and let 
us know the effect. 

Diets arc multi-faceted. 
People use them to lose 
weight. And to put on 
weight. Doctors put their 
patients on diets. Whatever 
sort of diet you are on, it 
pertains to the type of food 
that you are eating. 

Most of us tend to use 
the word ‘diet’ with refer¬ 
ence to cutting down on 
your calorie intake and 
trying to do something that 
could be done much more 
healthily by exercise. And 
there is the other half; the 
lucky half. They eat and 
eat, especially all the high- 
calorie food that most of us 
look at longingly, trying de¬ 
sperately to put on some 
weight. Yes. don’t read this 
with disbelief, there are 


_FrmE ss _ 

To eat or not 
to eat 


some people in this world 
who eat alnio.st everything 
thev can lay their hands on 
in an effort to put on some 
weight. 

Another very important 
thing for anyone who de¬ 
cides to go on a diet is 
health. It is great to look 
good and fit into those tight 
jeans again but it is definite¬ 
ly tough on your insides. 
You may feel tliat the. less 
you eat, the more weight 
you will lose. But you must 
spare a thought tor vour 
body. The absence of food 
in the digestive system 
plays up hell with the deli¬ 
cate linings of the st(jmach 
and if neglected completely- 
will cause ulcers and the 
like. U is very harmful to 
cut off your food intake 
completely for considerable 
lengths of time. While it is 
very common that you find 
ladies fasting for a day, it is 
not advisable to extend it 
any more as your physical 
health suffers. 


Also, it is advisable to 
consult a doctor before you 
embark on any ambitious 
scheme. A qualified dieti¬ 
cian will be best to tell you 
what to cut down on and 
what to eat in plenty, 
iiteie are cases when peo¬ 
ple stay off food quite re¬ 
ligiously for the whole day- 
only to gorge thernselves 
on fattening food in the 
evening. Quite useless, 
really, because you arc 
starving yourselves for rio- 
tliing as all the rich food 
that you eat in the evc-ning 
will more tlian make up for 
the calories that burnt up 
during the day. If you can 
work out a diet whereby 
you will be eating just 
enough of low'-calorie food, 
you will lose more weight 
w'lth less exertion than you 
wotild by slaiving the eii- 
tire day and tlieii spoiling it 
all by eating fried, oily, 
high-calorie food. 

If you arc really serious 
about your weight c(/nlrul 
scheme, you should work 


out a diet where you eat 
just enough to keep you 
going and, more imprrrtant, 
eat health-enhancing low 
calorie food. It might ijiean 
staying off the things that 
tickle your taste buds the 
most like cakes, sweets 
and hot, deep fried delica¬ 
cies but the more you can 
stick to garden-fresh 
greens and low cal stuff, 
the better you will feel and 
as an added bonus, you wll 
have less, of any at all, 
problems with oily skin anil 
skin blemishes. 

Medically too, there are 
people who cannot stand 
severe diets. If you are not 
in the pink of health, any 
form of deprivenient of 
nourishment to your body 
will harm you and eventual¬ 
ly make matters worse-. It 
is to avoid any jirohlems of 
this sort that you should 
consult a doctor and find 
out if von are ni sufficient 
shape to withstand a diet. 

If you are, then go right 
aht-ad with the diet that 
appeals to you the most. 
And if it does work won¬ 
ders with yon, write in to 
us (C'O Tile Fitness Col¬ 
umn) and sh.are voni seciel 
with us. 
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Whmi Your Heart Skips A Beat..... 

PENNSYI^VANIA: A 35 -yeai-old American, Robert Com- 
mers of Johnstown, has proved that skipping is really good 
for the heart. He set a new world record for non-stop 
sWpping for 12 hours 13 minutes and 8 seconds. Not bad 
for a man who’s had 2 heart attacks. 1 stroke and a triple 
heart by-pass operation. 

Royal Line 

CORNWALL; Anglers had a royal treat when they were 
given the opportunity to fish for salmon and trout on the 
royal estates of Balmoral and the Duchy of Cornwall in an 
auction of fishinss bv the Atlantic Sabnon Trust. 


The Man Women Would *Dlet’ For 

LONDON: He has the lean face and long legs of Magnum 
actor Tom Selleck; the behind of singer Bruce Springstecii 
while the rest of his body resembles athlete Daley 
Thomson’s, topped by the blond curls of pop star George 
Michael. He wears Roger Moore’s clothes and smiles with 
radio star Terry Wogan’s teeth. He’s Mr. Ideal in the eyes 
of the readers of the London Slimming Magazine. Their 
real life man, however, is more homely; 52% are 
pot-bellied, and 40% are too fat ail over. Until lie’ shows 
up, the average English female slimmer is apparently 
ready to settle for a bar of chocolate! 

BemieTellls 
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Virginia Wade 

For over a decade all women tennis players around the world feared the name of Virginia Wade. Not 
because she was the best player around but because she was one of the most difficult to beat. When 
first noticed on circuit she was described as “an ambitious, talented, young English girl eager to win." 

Though she made it to atleast the quarter-final stage in almost every Wimbledon she played in, she 
only won it as late as 1977. After losing the first set 4-6 to Betty Stove she came back with a bang to win 
the next two 6-3,6-1. 

In 1972, when Billie Jean King was at her peak. Miss Wade was the only one who succeeded in taking 
a set off her. She was unfortunate that she met Evonne Cawley at most Wimbledons and, for some 
leason or the other, couldn't get the better of her. 

Easily one of the best losers ever, she became a very popular player and tennis lovers all over the 
world know her as "our Ginny.” Though she has retired from active participation in the game she 
continues to be one of the expert commentators over television. Though never a champion, she will 
always be remembered as a great fighter and a thorough lady. 
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Pay the 
cost 

For safer cricket 
I A /HERE are the days 
V V when cricketer were 
more reticent about protec¬ 
tive clothing. When people 
often swathed towels 
around themselves beneath 
their flannels. 

For all the protective 

E r cricketers wear today, 
e Gatting’s accident in 
Jamaica last month was a 
reminder of the lethal 
punishment a cricket ball 
can inflict. 

Gatting. who is among 
those who dislike wearing a 
visor with their helmets, is 
now in a London hospital 
where he underwent 
surgery for a smashed 
nose. 

Cricketers first took to 
wearing modern type pads, 
gloves and boxes in 1935 
after overarm bowling was 
made lawful. 'I'hough other 
types of protection had 
been in use earlier. 

It is estimated that to¬ 
day’s first class cricketer 
spends an average of 216 
pounds (i.e. over three and 
a half thousand rupees) for 
his protective gear alone. 
'The helmet and metal 
grid—78 pounds: chest 
protector—10 pounds; 
box—3 pounds: thigh 
pad—10 pounds; leg 
guards—74 pounds; 
gloves—32 pounds and 
nine pounds for the forearm, 
guard. 

A medieval kniglit’s 
armour would be much 
cheaper. 

Pitched up 

Focal length 

G atting’s injury has 
even raised the ques¬ 
tion in England whether the 
226-year-old traditional 22- 
yard cricket pitch should be 
lengthened. I'hose in 
fevour of extending the 
pitch suggest 22 metres 


(24 yds 2 inches) and argue 
that it could give batsmen 
more time to focus on the 
ball. 

England or for that mat¬ 
ter. the Test and Cricket 
County Board (TCCB), of 
course, cannot act un¬ 
ilaterally on this issue and 
the matter would eventual¬ 
ly have to go through the 
International Cricket Con¬ 
ference. 

Henderson, a fonner 
Reuters cricket correspon¬ 
dent. onre calculated that a 
batsman has 0.455 seconds 
to react over 20 yards 
against a 90 mph ball, the 
speed at which more and 
more bowlers are bowling 
today. The time rises to 
0.497 sec over 20 metres. 
In this context the addition¬ 
al 9.23 per cent time for a 
batsman could make a great 


difference. 

But cricketers are very 
conservative and sticky 
when it comes to changing 
old traditions. A classical 
example often cited came 
at Chesterfield in 1946. Af¬ 
ter Derbyshire had faced 
two overs against York¬ 
shire, the pitches’ length 
was queried by Len Hut¬ 
ton, so the story goes, 
from as far away as deep 
third man. It was remea¬ 
sured and found to be 24 
yards long and the game 
had to be restarted on a 
pitch of legal length. 

Computer 

Cricket 

Button 

pushers 


\A/ITH computers in 
V V eryday business 1 



Mike Qeltina walk* off the fteld after bekig hit bya 
Malcolm Marshati bouncer 
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i in ev- 

' eryday business life 
now common place, their 
regular use in a statistical 
game such as cricket 
seems certain. 

Among regular English 
county scorers, Vic Isaacs 
of Hampshire is the first to 
possess his own. He feels 
that it won’t be long before 
scorers dispense with their 
traditional books and push 
buttons instead. Why, the 
sound of clattering typewri¬ 
ters has already diminished 
greatly with more and more 
journalists using battery- 
operated no-noise ‘type 
stars'. 

Computers will bring the 
biggest change to the scor¬ 
er’s way of life since the 
18th century. Then, one 
Samuel Bretcher, scoring 
for MCC, was described by 
a leter historian as a radical 
innovator for daring to for¬ 
sake primitive notches 
upon sticks for the modem 
paper and pencil.” 

Grounded 

Gently 

Queen’s backyard 

R ugby clubs with prime 
sites in England have 
bteen approached by a Lon¬ 
don property company 
asking them if they would 
like to cash in by selling 
their grounds. 

“We are actively in¬ 
volved in the acquisition of 
land throughout the United 
Kingdom and we have the 
resources and expertise to 
achieve planning consents 
beneficial to land owners,” 
say Rosehaugh Ltd. in a 
letter to club secretaries. . 
One of the clubs 
approached uses the Home 
Park at Uie rear of Windsor 
Castle. 

The Queen, however, is 
not interested in seffitig. 
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Playing Days 


ITie MCC tour of India in 1972-73 soured for the tourists as the 
series progressed. Leading 1-0, they eventually sucx;umbed 1-2. 
l ony ^wis, captain of the visiting side, maintained a daily diary of the 
series. In the second part of the extract, Lewis profiles colleague 
cricketer Majid Khan. The book is published by Stanley Paul and 

priced at £ 9.95 


Sunday 7January ton Station or perhaps, if 1 leave the from the airstrip and we set off for the 

A big shock! Joan telephoned from bathroom door open, I can turn on the Connemara Hotel. Sentries, armed 

Wales to say tliat she was driving back fan out there and that will do. 'fhe and helmeted, guard the hotel entr- 

home from St David’s, Pern- heat and the prospect of tomorrow’s ant^. 

brokeshire, when she heard news of Test match worry me. Fear of failure. On the bus to the nets this after- 

Black September threats on the lives 1 have scored few runs since the first noon we had the quaint experience of 

of the MCC team in India. Palestinians Test. I can feel the press vultures being accompanied by ‘shotgun’ rid- 

are thought to be seeking reprisals for hovering. Whoever dreamed up the ers. Machine guns were set up at the 

the arrest in Britain of one of their saying ‘the game’s the thing’? It may front and the rear of the bus. What is 

Black September group. How did Joan be in the end, but at this very going on? MCC has had no furtlier 

find out at home? The British press moment, the night before a Test threat from the Black September 

agreed not to write it although they match, the mind races, the feet pers- group and everyone is content to think 

are now aware of the threat. I ^ve pire, and sleep is a long way away. of it as a hoax. Security at the ground 

her all the assurances 1 could. She is a is colossal. Surely we are not ex - 

little happier, but there will be more Wednesday 10 January pected to play a Test series in this 

wives on the phone tonight. Arrive Madras. All around us at the atmosphere. 

The team met urgently over a beer airport are the glistening helmets of Back at the hotel this evening Bob 

in the bar. Donald Carr has arranged soldiers. They carry guns. Behind Cottam wandered out of his room to 

for them to make calls home. It is an them are police and airport security look for his Northamptonshire team- 

unreal threat, but as Keith Fletcher men. We are shielded from the mate Bishen Bedi who was also 


put it, it is unreal only until it is real, 
and then it is too late. 

Tuesday OJanuar}' 

Lying under the mosquito net three 
days before the third Test reading 
N/g/it of the Scorpion by Paul Scott 
...only a side-light shining, but look¬ 
ing up through the flimsy net I see the 
fan waft and whir, around and around. 

(Bedi bowls. Lewis races down the 
wicket .iiid crashes a six over long-off. 
Chandra howls his top- 
spinner. .. 1 .ewis lies back and cuts it in 
a flash for lour to third man.. .dreams, 
dreams.) Someone has got to do it. 

The hot night stops me sleeping. 
Shall 1 use the airconditioning which 
sounds like the old Pembroke Castle 
sieaiti-engine stocking up at Padding- 


crowds wjio have come to see us. A 
bus arrives just a few yards away 



staying there. A security ^ard stop¬ 
ped him. First Bob's identity was 
checked out, then Bishen’s, accordii^t 
to their room numbers, and finally, as 
Bob was setting off for his chat, the 
security guard was attempting to com¬ 
municate on his walkietalkie to the 
guard on Bishen’s floor—‘Cottam, tall, 
big, MCC player is arriving.' Bob left. 
When he returned five minutes later, 
the guard was still yelling...‘Hello. 

Yes. Kottum, yes, Kottum coming. 
Big MCC cricketer.. .Hello. HeUo. 
Kottum comes...Oh! Hello, Kot¬ 
tum... Hello. Hello. Cancel, cancel. 
Kottum is back.' 

Saturday 13 January 

Chris Old asks to leave the field after 

tiiree overs of the Test match be- 
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cause ‘M’trousers are stock t’me 
tegs.' True. His whites turned to 
greys as the perspiration ran down his 
body. 

were 

_ «_?. 


Tuesday 16 January 
We are losing this Test, I can feel it. 
The pitch is turning a lot and Derek 
Underwood is missing. Carelessly, he 
took too much sun on the day before 
the game and has a temperature. 
Norman Gifford took his place and is 
bowling well enough, but linders can 
win a match on his own on such a 
wicket. 

The umpiring is getting worse and 
today we had a major incident on the 
field. Ajit Wadekar edged a ball from 
Chris Old straight to Tony Greig at 
second slip. Greiggy cau^t it well, 
about knee high, and threw it in the 
air. Wadekar stayed where he was. 
waiting to be given out by the umpire. 
ITie umpire then confused everyone 
i by shaking his head, which often 
: means ‘yes’ in India, and yet signalling 
!: with his hands palms down that it was 
not out. 

When the England players had 
digested this for a second or two they 
went berserk. Tony Greig raced from- 
second slip towards the umpire at the 
bowler’s end with the ball raised in his 
hand as if he was Geronimo. While he 
was yelling away, Alan Knott threw 
his glove high in the air, and they were 
both supported by Barry Wood, who 
accused the umpire of saying ‘not out’ 
”1110 umpire said nothing of the sort. 
He said he had been unsighted by 
Chris Old’s follow through. I placed 
myself between the players and the 
umpire and told them to shut up. I 
asked the umpire what was going on. 
He said that he wished to consult the 
square-leg umpire. He did and re¬ 
turned to give Wadekar out. 

This sort ol incident was inevitable 
because of the gamesmanship which 
has developed near the bat. The 
whole series so far has been played 
within a few yards of the crease and 
fielders are claiming catches of bat and 
pad which are very tricky to adjudi¬ 
cate. Tony Greig openly believes that 
if an umpire rejects an appeal then a 
show of disbelief will get him the 
doubtfiil decision next time, whether 
the batsman has snicked it or not. It 
is, by any description, plain cheating. 
But the same is happening to us. 

Either both sides must play fair, or 
both cheat, to have an even contest. 


His tightly tailored trousers 
wrapped around his tegs like 
ig flags around a couple of poles. 


At the close of today’s play I went 
into the Indian dressing room and 
confironted Ajit Wadekar. Shall we 
play cricket for the next two and a half 
Tests, or shall we cheat? ‘Let’s play 
cricket,’ he said. TTie whole Indian 
team nodded but wanted a guarantee 
that Tony Greig would not continue 
his acting performance near the bat. 1 
pointed to Abid Ali, Solkar and En¬ 
gineer as equal culprits. Solkar was 
even in the habit of appealing for 
I. b. w. s from the position of short 
square-leg. 

Donald Carr was not at the game 
when it happened, but he had read the 
most unfavourable press. He called an 
immediate meeting. All the players 
agreed that the charade of pressuriz¬ 
ing umpires was not to be part of our 
gamq. 

Wednesday J 7January 
India win the third Test. They go 
two-one up. Our demonstration of bad 
temper has made world news. It looks 
even worse when we lose. Donald 
Carr has publicly apologized to the 
Indians. 1 liave had more words with 
Greig and with Knott. 

We could be tltfee Tests up now. 
We have got into three winning posi¬ 
tions in field, but our baiting has 
failed. In this match, only Keith 
Fletcher (97) and Mike Denness (76) 
can be e.xempl from criticism. Lewis 
scored 4 and 11. So we lost and the 
campaign suffered a mighty set-back. 
Our morale is down. 1 am proud of the 
fact that 1 am still on the field. Every 
day my knee turns on the agony 
towards tea-time, but I have soldiered 
on and I am still fit enough to give of 
my best, if only 1 can get going again 
with the bat. 

The time is beginning to drag. 

There are 24 more days to go in India. 


At the close of ploy ! went 
to the Indian dressing room 
and confronted Wadekar. 
Shall we play cricket for the 
next two and a half Tests, 
or shall we cheat? 'Let's 
p)ay cricket,' he said 


1 

I 


We have done well to endure the 
toughest conditions, blistering sun atu 
non-existent social life for four 
months. A pint down the local and 
would taste rather special at this 
moment. 

The captaincy has come naturally 
because 1 am so used to it, making 
decisions about something or other 
every moment of the day. 1 find it hard 
to concentrate on my batting in the 
zonal matches. Dennis Amiss has 
been telling me that he feels it takes 
six or eight Test fnatches to be settled 
in Test cricket. 

Saturday 20 January 
I received from home a cutting from 
the Sun newspaper. Everyone knows 
now about the Black September 
threat, llie story appeared under 
Clive Taylor’s name. He is upset, 
because all the writers travelling with 
us agreed with Donald Carr not to 
mention a word of it. 

Clive came to my room to apolo¬ 
gize, saying that he was responsible 
only for a few lines of it and that he 
guessed the front of the story had 
been filed from inefia by a cricket 
reporter called Prabu of the Indian 
Times. Clive says that he feels that 
the story should have been written as 
soon as the soldiers and machine guns 
arrived in Madras, when we were 
taken to the ground under armed 
guard every day and by different 
routes in order to confuse anyone who 
might be planning a serious attack on 
the side. It should have bet>n written. 

As it IS now. the English writers 
have been made to hop about a bit by 
their London sports desks. Clive 
Taylor thought of resigning from the 
Sun. He is disappointed that his office 
wrote the story without contacting 
him. He feels that his relationship with 
the MCC parly has been destroyed, 
think it will be momentarily affected, 
but Clive Taylor has the respect of 
every cricketer in Britain. I’ve told 
him that. 

Our show goes on. 1 called another 
team meeting to say that as long as I 
am captain there would be no over¬ 
acting in order to get an umpire’s 
decision: no pressurizing of umpires. 
Few applauded. Donald Carr did. Are 
we both left over from a different age? 
We have become good friends. 

Wednesday 24 January 
'I’he day before tlie fourth Test match 
This hotel in Kanpur is alive with 
soldiers and plain-clotfies policemen. 


V V' -f', 
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Again, no one is allowed t(» put a foot 
on our floor, nor can tlu'v even take 
the same lift-ride a- .m iVICC player. It 
is disconcerting. 1 1 " '.hey know some- 
tiling which wc <h. aiiL'' Are we truly m 
, danger? 1 supr - they cannot afford 
to t^e the i h ^ e ttf the threats being 
V.. ahoax. i'lK i ..,vc told me that the> 
are afraid 'ii<' students as mudi as 
anyoiK-, )-' m Kanpur. 

'liie e hoys went on an official 
i": shoppiJi,- l■ •:i^edlUon along a pre- 
;/ planiit ■; s 'litelined by the police and 
' the :u' ',. Cliai inmg, Kveri so, the 
bov ' they were [lushed and pawed. 

;. e\ I i v w i K ■/ e. After coming out of one 
lao't .^l(>re.Iacklc Birkenshaw was 
nii'-.s'iii.;. .Someone eventually spotted 
liiiii, pinned to the side of the bus,by a 
< fiuple of oxen harnessed to a cart, 
i'he captive Birki, aware of his audi ¬ 
ence in the bus, wagged an angry 
linger at the oxen. ‘No. I’ve told you 
no. Ah'm not signing now. ’ 

We had a practice in the early 
afternoon—a good work out. After- 
ward.s Bob Cottam raced first into the 
showers. ‘Ah!’ he said. ‘Hot water.’ 

He turned to hang up his towel, 
turned back and the water dribbled to 
a hah. He stood around for a quarter 
of an hour and eventually gave up. As 
he left he slammed the door.. .and the 
shower started up again... he strippc't 
oft, and then it stopped again. 

Thursday 25 January' 

Wadekar wins the toss for the third 
time. India bat. Graham Roope and 
Jack Hirkenshaw make their Test 
debuts. 


Friday 26 January 
Rest day already. Visited all Souls 
Church, which was erected soon after 
die Cawnpore mutiny on the si^t of 
the cantonment where the sepoys 
killed so many British men, women 
and children. Clive Taylor was with 
me. 

The church gardens are quiet, but 
you can see the low remains and the 
original outline of the barracks. We 
saw the well where a lot were killed as 
they ferried water to those inside. It 
was a bloody massacre. When Clive 
and 1 saw just how many were mur¬ 
dered—long lists of names beneath 
regimental plaques on the walls inside 
the church—we both agreed that we 
could imagine the screams of women 
and children, the cracks of round shot 
and musket shot. We wandered on 
without talking. 


Bo^ Extract 



^'Goodness gracious 
me, a maneater!" 


Monday 29 January' 

A.R. Lewis b. Abid Ali 125. Dreams 
into fact; down the pitch to drive the 
spinners over the top... Bedi bowls 
and I./ewis makes ground down the 
track...he is not quite to the ball but it 
is a good pitch and, in any case, the 
shackles of the Indians tuve to be 
smashed by someone... the ball meets 
the bat with the sweetest of sounds 
and flies straight back over Bishen’s 
head, first bounce into the crowd. Not 
a bad way to get off the mark in a Test 
match! 

’The Indians chortled around me 
after that opening and edged in closer. 
Bedi frowned and wrung Ws spinning 
fingers tighter around the ball. I'he 
next ball was short. I went back and 
fielt the same surge to destroy, to 
square cut it for mur. Some instinct 
took over which told me that in my 
adventurous state of mind I would be 
safer batting at the other end! 1 
settled for a pushed stroke between 
the close fielders, into the space at 
square cover, and a single. Five runs 
in an over was a luxury, and not only 
forme. 

In the next over I &ced from 
Bishen, again I went down the i^h 





and hit straight. He saw me coming 
once and slanted it quickly down the 
leg side. I darted back without playing 
a shot. 1 had practised going down the 
pitch to norniiin Gifford in the nets 
many times. Norman would just hang 
on to the ball il he saw me coming. He 
would force rne to leave my charge 
until the last split second. 

Next ball. 1 was away down again, 
and drove a six over mid-off. The 
Indian close fielders disappeared and I 
was out of captivity. Soon Bishen had 
five men on the boundaiy—deep ex¬ 
tra-cover, long-off, long-on. deep mid¬ 
wicket and a dt;cp square-leg on the 
sweep. Solkar. the most brilliant of all 
their close, fielders, was at long-on 
Chandra was too quick through the air 
to treat the same way, but with him it 
is always mote a case of waiting tor 
the bad ball. 

It was the first century on either 
side in the scries. For England it was 
the first hundred in 14 Test matches. 

There was an amusing moment 
when 1 got to a hundred. Lots of 
Indians ran onto tlie field with garlands 
and handshakes. However, the cen¬ 
tury had come with a single which 
took me to the other end. The student 
avalanche therefore hit Keith Fletch¬ 
er. 1 looked down the pitch and saw 
him suffocating with garlands, all drip¬ 
ping wet, and beaten to a pulp by 
back-slappers. lie walked up the pitch 
and said. It’s (.)K for you male, but 
I’m only five not out.' 

I’erliaps Robin Marlar in the Sunday I 
7'/me.s caught, bt'stofall, the atmos¬ 
phere here m Kanpur, at leas! the 
mixture of student aggn ssmii and our 
own security forces: .iK the sheer 
difficulty of playm.! aa ket in this 
climate. He wmt'’. 

I'he vulture'- sit. 16 to a tree, the big 
brown kites whirl and dive, hundreds of 
thousands ot bicycles are pedalled through 
Kanpur's crowded streets, the cars hgot 
and are ignored, and not so far fr^ th^ 
bridge where the massacred bodies wdre 
disposed of during tlie mutiny of a century 
and more ago, in the new Modi Stadium in 
Green Park. England are trying to square 
up a series watched by 14,000 cheerful but 
potentially dangerous students and most of 
the police force of Uttar Pradesh. 

England got the best of.a drawn 
match. I am happy about my innings 
but 1 have one huge problem, my 
knee. 1 wrote to Wilt WooUer today to 
say that altliough my pain threshold 
has leaped up, 1 cannot plav like this 
for much longer. What do i do? A 
cartilage operation will take dme, and 
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there is a new season with (jlanioraan 

^ad. 

However, I resigned the Glamorgan 
captaincy last autumn because of the 
knee though no one knew it, and 
tiiaybe 1 should have an operation 
when 1 get home. It is certainly agony. 
1 wish the joint would lock and we 
would know it was finislied. thiite 
honestly, 1 wish at this moment, lying 
on my bed in Kanpur, that someone 
would saw it off Irom the knee, 
century or no century. 

Monday 5 Febniary 
Just before net prai’tice, Donald CaiT 
received a typed message to sav that 
some playets would be killed diicing 
this fifth and final 'I'esi. VVe had a team 
meeting. 'I'lie boys do not want to 
play. They will only plav il all tin (all 
buildings aiound tlu Uiabounu- SPi- 
diuin are e\ acualed. The jiolice agiee. 
Great start tua laaleli whu h we must 
vvinludiavv Uie seiles' 

Tiicsdiv(> /'< hnian 
WadeL.ii wills (he Ioms. The jutcli is 
vvitlioih gnis.-i India gei dfiO loi -1 m 
ihodav. Oui nassion is now iiist about 
inipi'ssilile 

White ,\i' weie ln'ldiiig .1 lot ol the 
Kiigiaiui liti.lei:v la p( looking up .it the 
tall building'- around the stadium, 
kyes alert toi the ‘lackal’. It is a (loor 
mental appro.u-h tua Test matcli. h is 
lueu'ilessiy hot too. l.aiighlei loiiies 
trom leai. I'he boys uckou that .Man 
Knott is ibe only wiekel Keepei evi-i 
to walk Ml with a bowler s run up! No 
one is going to shoot him that wav. 
Keith Fletchei loo fidgets aiound at 
first slip. ’It's .ilnglil lor vou skipiier. 
he responded to out ol nn iihes. ‘If he 
shoots at you you'll only be hit in the 
leg and you’ll be out l.b.w. again.’ His 
reference was to the lung run of I. b. w. 
decisions which the liulian umpires 
delighted to inflict on me. 

Sunday 11 h'cbiunry 
The end inevitably comes. Drawn 
game. Eingland loses the senes one- 
two. I made my way to the to|r ol the 
stands to do all the radio and television 
interviews at the end. 1 felt sick. Ajit 
Wabekar understood this well. He has 
become a good fneiid. ^Ve both 
tliought back to the time when we had 
agreed lo cut out the theatricals close 
to the bat, and we iiad both stuck to 
our word. 

But the failure of three and a half 
months of effort made me feel ill. 1 do 
not care about the future captaincv of 



“But all white men look 
alike to me" 


England, 1 have never felt ambitious 
for it. Hut we gave this campaign a 
massive amount of thought and effort 
and, if J was honest, 1 would say that 
we would have won three Test match¬ 
es. having done the work expertly in 
the field, if we could have balled 
better. We needed more experience 
than We had on the lour We needed 
Hoycott and Edneli fur holidity, and 1 
feel that D’( lliveira was Uie man who 
could liave given us character. 

As 1 did my bit for the media, Tony 
(ireig took MCC on a lap of honour. 
Greiggy has hud an adoring audience 
on this trip. The side were cheered to 
tlie licavens and 1 am proud of llieni; 
they all gave everything. Hut what the 
hell IS Greiggy doing out there with 
my team? 

Monday 12 February- 
On the bus to the airport we take a 
last look at India, jack Birke.ishaw, 
next to me. sighs and says. ‘Well, 
d’y'knoow skip, 1 only reali?,ed yester- 
dav why I've had no luck whh the girls 
on this trip. Every lime I’ve asked ’em 
they’ve stiaken ttieir heads. I thought 
it meant, "No, clear off Birky you little 
Yorkshire git. ’’ But now I'know, 


headshakes mean “acha.” Yes Birky 
you handsome, honcy-tongued Yor- 
shire devil, come and take me. ’ 

We laughed a long time tlboul this, 
and India was gone. 

ly first sight of Majid Jahangir, as 

IVlhe then called himself, was in 
1967 at the St Helens ground at 
Swansea. He was a member of Pakis¬ 
tan’s touring team. It was August and 
the Tests had gone poorly for him. He 
felt his lack of good form deeply, 
because he came with a handsome 
reputation, and because to M^jid, a 
seriousminded, 20-year-old Muslim, 
the Western world had nothing to 
offer expect runs, catches and 
wickets. 

His mood as he came out to bat 
ontliat bright sunny morning must 
have been the mixture of bravado and 
desperation which every cricketer 
knows. Minutes later he was hitting 
Roger Davis’s off-spin for five sixes in 
an over to the pavilion end, high up 
onto the terraces of the members’ 
enclousro. In 89 minutes at the crease 
he scored 147 not out, an innings 
begun and completed before lunch. 

Glamorgan rather enjoyed it. Cer¬ 
tainly, we did not grieve. Matches 
against touring sides had ceased to be 
the keen battles of old. County play¬ 
ers would often be rested from these 
games in order that they could be 
sharp for one of the competitions 
which, as levels of sponsorship were 
creeping up, were becoming more 
important to the players. Majid was 
brilliant entertainment for the crowd, 
but it was impossible for any of the 
fJlamorgan jilayers to judge how good 
a player he was. It was a bit of a slug; 
a glorious, savage, talented slog. 

A month later, the 'Fest and County 
Cricket Board decided that counties 
could recruit one overseas cricketer 
by immediate registration. Wilfred 
Wooler, Glamorgan’s secretary, im¬ 
mediately got in touch with Majid 
Jahangir’s home in Lahore. 

The Glamorgan players, when they 
heard this, were sceptical about the 
secretary's motives. Was he not an 
old friend of Dr Jahangir Khan, Majid's 
father, during their days in the Cam¬ 
bridge University side in the early 
thirties? The old pals act? How could 
he say that Majid was a steady enough 
player to make an impact on the 
county game? There were plenty of 
other Test players from whom to 
choose. By the time my Glamorgan 
teammates, Don Shepherd and Peter 
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Walker, and 1 were on the 1968 
Commonwealth tour of Pakistan under 
the captaincy of Kk hie llenaud, Majid 
had already been signed by Cilamor- 
gan. So, at we had our 

second iool- i' hnii. He played two 
scorchiiu; di nbreathtaking stuff, 
and then. .i ■ ‘Hiple of balls later, holed 
out tomiu 'ill- ct. Lewisb. Shuttle- 
worth :-)h( plierd. Walker, and 
Lewi- fit into a huddle. Had Gla¬ 
mor: I ■ been landed with a dud? 

n-coids now prove that doubts 
w< r, never more brilliantly dispelled. 
M iiul did more than play well (or 
h'inself, he positively led the Glamor- 
..nn batting from 1%8 until his depar- 
I ure after the 1976 season. He earned 
the respect of every opposition and of 
his team as well. He was the darling of 
the Welsh public. On top of his 
I technique and the sheer eye appeal of 
his stroke-play, Majid possessed the 
I pride of the i'athan. No pitch, not 
even the uneven strip at Sophia Gar- 
' dens in Cardift. would persuade him to 
. thi'ow away his wicket. He was at his 
j most stubborn in a tight spot, and for 
] the .sake of the side would bowl tiMi, 
even though he was always worried 
about a recurring injury to his back. 
(For the whole of one seasoti lie slept 
<in the bedroom floor.) 

Yet, in spite of the matunly ot his 
cricket, he was. at heart, still a small 
boy playing games. He never treated 
batting as a work-a day duty but 
responded to challenges, sometimes 
no more than schoolboy banter. For 
niontlis he lived with the Lewises, and 
so we travelled together and Ix'camc 
clos<‘ friends. The greatest love of his 
life at one time, outside his family and 
his religion, were movies and ice¬ 
cream. He was a masterly babysitter 
for my two daughters Joanna and 
Anabel. A man of few words, he would 
produce the ultimate threat if they 
were making too much noise. ‘You 
girls. Watch TV or go to bed.’ Well, at 
least they knew where they were. 

With the same abruptness he 
announced to me halfway through the 
1969 season, ‘I will win you ch^- 
pionship. ’ He meant it: he had set 
himself a target, and that would be all 
the incentive he would need to dig out 
the gold at the depths of his talent. 

We once did a deal at Cheltenham, 
when Glamorgan had to beat and 
overtake Gloucestershire at the top of 
the table, that 1 should buy him two 
ice-creams for a 50, three for a 75, 
four for a 100 and sqon. That evening 
he was furious and sigry with himself 


Book Extract 







On top of his technique 
and the sheer eye-oppeol 
of his strokeploy, Majid 
possessed the pride of the 
Pothon 


for failing. ‘1 wanti'd six or even eight 
ice-creams, ’ he said. ‘Big ones, double 
99s. But 1 only liad a ta.ste this tune.’ 
Yes, I had walked around the ground 
with him to the ice-cream van and paid 
up—two ices for a brilliant innings of 
69. which turned out to he the loji 
score of the whole match on either 
side. 

Next year, 1970, we played at 
Cheltenham again on a damp turning 
wicket. It was almost a beiK'fit match 
for the spinners. 1 went out to join 
Majid at the crease when we had lost 
two wickets for 15 runs. David Alien 
bowled me a couple of balls that bit 
and turned and at the end of the over I 
wandered down to talk to Majid. • 

‘We are going to get stuffed here il 
we are not careful, Maj.’ 

He produced his sevei e schoolboy 
frown. ‘Not if you are buying ice¬ 
creams again, ’ he announced. 

Gloucestershire had batted magni¬ 
ficently for 324. but even then wc 
could see what the spinners were 
likely to do. Roger Davis had taken .six 
for 82 on the first day. 

‘Of course I’ll buy you ice-cream. 1 
always do, don’t I’? 1 answered. 

‘Right!’ he pointed tome. ‘Last 
year, I make mistake. This year I shall 


have lots and lots of ice-cream. 

We both ‘gave it the charge’. In two 
hours, against the bowling of Smith, 
Brown, Allen, Mortimore and Bissex, 
we put 176.1 got 87 but Majid arrived 
back in the pavilion much later with 
two sixes, 20 fours, 157 runs in all and 
six ice-creams. We spun out Glouces- 
tersliire cheaply next time and 
smashed off the runs to win by 5 
wickets. 

Of course, the doubting of Don 
Shepherd, Peter Walker and me had 
long since gone. Everyone in the team 
was a Majid fan and I can still say, as I 
said then, he was the finest batsman I 
have ever partnered in the middle. 

Once, at Derby, by way of a joke, 
Majid told Don Shepherd, known for 
his bowling accuracy, that he could 
play lum without moving his feet ‘You 
are no problem Don. Come to nets 
tomorrow and I will show you.’ There 
was a lot of joking a.s Majid took guard 
on a practice pitch which was rain 
sodden and full of divots. The ball 
popped, lifted, turned, almost stood 
on its head, though sluggishly. Even 
so, the Pakistaiu maestro blocked ii 
with ease, feel together, lianging out 
a dead bat. .Soon he found his confi¬ 
dence, and turned his feet, which 
were plaiiled togethi-r along the 
crease, slightly lorwards towards cov- 
ei. Il opened his stance a little. He 
then proceeded to whack the ball with 
amazing timing and power through the 
mid w’lckt't area. Even Don Shepherd 
admitted that what we were witnes¬ 
sing was incredible virtuousitv. 

I heard Shep talkuig to a (•larnorgan 
member a few weeks later at Cardiff. 
The member said. ‘ I'liat Majid. I’d 
even pay to see him just take guard 
and stand tiieic.’ 

Shep came back quickly, ‘Yes. He’s 
a better player with liis feet together.’ 

It was at the end of the 1969 season 
that Majid played liis most brilliant 
innings foi Glamorgan: brilliant be¬ 
cause it was jewelled with perfect 
strokes and also because it was ah 
innings of desperate importance to the 
side. We were at the top of the 
championship table with two matches 
to go, and to spare ourselves the pain 
of having to decide matters at the Oval 
against Surrey, who were hotly in 
pursuit of us, wc had to beat Worces¬ 
tershire at Sophia (iardens. 

From the start, the pitch played 
badly. The faster bowlers got the ball 
to leap up from just short of a length 
and pieces dusted out of the top on the 
first morning. Norman (iifford and 
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I heard Shep talking to a Glamorgan member a few weeks later at 
Cardiff. The member said, 'That's Majid. I'd even pay to see him just 
take guard and stand there.' Shep came back quickly, 'Yes. He's a 
better player with his feet together ' 

Tony Lewis (right) with Z.A. Bhutto (centre) and Majid Khan 


Doug Slade, the left-arm spinners, 
rolled up their sleeves and settled for 
a long bowl. After just one over from 
each of them, Tom Gravency, the 
captain, reckoned, as he told me 
afterwards, tliat he would bowl us out 
for under a hundred. 

As it was, Glamorgan got 26.5, but 
Tom’s expectations were perfectly 
reasonable. It took a miracle to get us 
to that total, and that miracle was 
Majid Khan. He scored a brilliant, 
belUgerent 166. Only three others 
made it to double fif^res. 1 still retain 
the sight of him gliding down the 
wicjket to meet Norman Gifford’s spin¬ 
ners and thinking that he could not 
possibly make it to the pitch of the 
ball. Norman was an experienced Test 
bowler and had the ability to push the 
ball through quickly and yet keep the 
loop of flight and the sharp spin away 
from the bat. Time and again 1 ex¬ 
pected to see Majid stranded, but 
instead of that, Tom Graveney lad to 


reinforce his cover field with two fast 
runners on the boundary who were 
there to sweep up what they could of 
Majid's blistering cover drives. The 
only element in favour of the batsmen 
in the whole game was the hard, fast 
outfield. 

Tliere were other outstanding per- 
fonnances in the match—Ron Head- 
ley’s 71. Tom Graveney’s 43, Norman 
Gifford's 7 for 99 in 36 overs, Don 
Shepherd’s seven wickets in the 
match which took his mammoth first- 
class tally to 2,(HK). not to mention 
Majid’s four slip catches. Worcester¬ 
shire fought gamely, but Majid had 
done his bit to ‘win championship’. 
Sophia Gardens was alive with 
celebrations and singing: the Cham¬ 
pionship was back in W'ales for the 
first time since 1948. In fact, it was a 
marvellous team effort from start to 
finish, bet this contribution of Majid 
Khan, at a time when other hearts in 
the side were fluttering, not least my 


own, explains the nature of the man 
who could race for the highest prizes 
in cricket and not go limp around the 
last lap. 

He walked out of Glamorgan cricket 
towards the end of the 1976 season. 
Wilfred WooUer who had invited him. 
brutally voiced Majid’s flaws on the 
terraces at every home match. It was 
Wooller more than anyone who drove 
Majid from Glamorgan. 

1 had a meal with Majid and his wife 
Seema in Sydney in January 1978, and 
he confessed that he would return to 
Glamorgan if they asked him, as long 
as the administration had changed, 
and if some of the players he had 
marked as mutinous had gone. But I 
knew that the day of the brilliant 
Pakistani in the foded sun hat, who 
wore the daffodil so proudly, had 
passed: his amateur spirit had been 
overtaken by the money-grabbing 
times and the shame remains with 
those in Wales he left behind. 
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S CfJREBOAKDS have 
always fascinated me. 
As psycholoRists wcmld be 
swift to point out. this is 
probably the diret i reSult of 
traumatic expenences in 
my early lii^ • Vdu see, it 
goes like the closest 1 
could eel to my school 
crirkei 'eain was in the 
cap.'u if- of scorer and not, 
as ! i. 'i>ed, as opening bow- 
iei That's traumatic 
e> 1 ugh for almost anyone. 

We scorers were a fairly 
('cclusive band. To start 
with, we had our own place 
in the main pavilion at 
North Point, Darjeeling. It 
was an elevated platform 
about eight feet above the 
rest of humanity. One had 
to clamber up a wooden 
ladder, the rungs worn 
proportionately thinner in 
the middle by several pre¬ 
ceding generations of aspir¬ 
ing fast bowlers who had, 
like us, failed to make the 
grade. The scorer’s box 
was a peaceful haven, like 
the crow’s nest lookout 
post on early sailing ves¬ 
sels. Besides, those win. 
occupied this area were re¬ 
garded as an elite band. 

Vou had a iianoraiiiic 
view (>l the ihm.'ilayas tioin 
wlu've you sal and, tor the 
duration ot the match, you 
wi're rill' Boss. It tlidn’l 
matter it the captain called 
his strike bowler I slower 
than you, much slower) 
aside ami asked him "Pavi¬ 
lion end or Kancheiijiinga 
end.-'" You had a tar mori' 
important role to play, lie 
merely bowled. You kept 
score. 

rhere weie occuiiatioiial 
haz.irds. as in any other 
profession. An occasional 
fouliip in the course ot the 
niatcii meant minor repris¬ 
als. You would find, after 
the l.isi liall had been 
bowled, that the ladder had 
nivslenoiislv been wilh- 
dra\Mi and vou had to tump 
down. 

I was fortunate enough 
to share the duty of scorer 
with a mathematical genius, 
so there were never any 


MCG’s Mitsubishi Mark 
Two scoreboard. Come to 
think of it, is this the first of 
Japan’s contributions to the 
unlikely area of cricket? 
And will it be the last, or 
will a World Series match in 
the near future involve the 
Aussies, in green and gold, 

. against the Japanese, in red 

untoward incidents. Till The new scoreboard, in- and white? 

one day when our team lost stalled a hundred yards to If a Japanese scoreboard 

a disastrous match, having the right ot its predeces- at Australia's cricket ccn- 

been bundled out for less sor, dwarfs the infamous trcs is food for thought, so 

than a hundred. As our Hill, It is operated by .Au- too is its counterpart at 

captain strode in, grim- stralian experts (a couple of Wimbledon’s Centre Court, 

faced, 1 made a cardinal seasons ago, a young lady Imagine a British stron- 

erriir. 1 called out cheerily vvas in charge of opera- ghoid playing host to a 

from my perch, “You tions) and their ingenuity is Kolex scoreboard, symbol 

should have had me in youi as apparent as their tech- of Swiss watchmaking su- 

team. After ail, I scored nical brilliance. Y'ou want periority. It is .is incon- 

more runs than all the iHiier the latest odds on the gruous as it is coldly logical, 

players today.” Not only morning’s favourite at the And punctual. And strait- 

was the ladder removed. 1 Randwick race course.'' No laced. Names of players, 

wa.s too. sweat. Between overs, the score, time. Nothing else. 

II that was a drastic scorelxiard will not only Frivolitv is frowned upon; 

stroke of fate, think of what give you the odds; it’ll give actively discouraged, 

happened at the ^ Sydney you the results a.s well A few years ago, there 

Cricket Ground, 'fhe old A twin ot the scoreboard was a memorable incident 

scoreboard, having reiir at the MCG, it is actually a when rain disrupted play, 

dered yeoman service for giant television screen throwing the entire toiima- 

decades, was scheduled to which can be used to jiro- meiit out of gear. A group 

he replaced by a m.iiiimoth, vide the latest scores, re- of students from Cam- 

coinputensect maivet In mi quii ecl run rates, an occa- bridge, in charge ot operal- 

Mitsuliishi, Just before the sional seagull tally, lauda- mg the Kolex scoreboard at 

new addition vvas commis- tory messages to liatsmen the premier tennis stadium 

.sioned some former -\n- scoring fillies ot hundreds, court in the world, decided 

straiian cricketers jiosecl in antf even an occ.isional re- lo liv'en up proceedings anti 

front of the scoreboard I hilt play or two alter a close give the ticket -l«*ldei s, 

had once teatured their runout or a particularly bril- huddling under umlitellas, 

own names. Ian Cliappell. liaut catch. some consolation. 

Keilli Miller and Kichie Be- Given the existing spirit For the first time in the 
iiaud took time off from ol competition between staid iiistorv of the AU- 

theii normal duties for a .Sydney and Melbounie, it’s England Club, jokes started 

memorable picture, as a pretty surprising that you ajipc.iring on the 

symbol of Airsfralia’s crick- don’t catch glirnpses of .scoreboard. When the 

eting heritage was phased Flinders Street Station or undergrads had exhausted 

out. the Yarra River al the their repertoire, they got 

the crowd to join in an 

Is the Mitsubishi scoreboard at the SCG the first of imprompt u sing-along, 

Japan’s contributions to the unlikely area of printing each successive 

cricket? line of popular songs on the 

face of the scoreboard, for 
the benefit of those who 
wanted to join the chorus. 

The fun stopped as sud¬ 
denly as it had started. The 
undergrads were rapped 
over the knuckles for their 
irreverence and breach of 
protocol. Wimbledon, stiff 
upper lipped, was not 
amused. 

David McMahon 
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It is reassuring to know that the 
scientific formula of Keo-Karpin 
Hair Vitalizer has been tested and 
approved by a panel of doctors. 

If was found that Keo-Karpin 
Hair Vitalizer provides all the 
proteins, vitamins and coenzymes 
essential for a healthy scalp 
condition. 

Read this research report: 

“66.66% of the cases gave excellent 
and 33.33% gave good result with 
complete disappearance of dandruff 
and nearly cent per cent stoppage of 
hair loss...So, success rate with Keo- 
Karpin Hair Vitalizer may be stated to 
be cent per cent.” 

(Indian Medical Gazette 118,223,1984) 
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IN YOUR OWN HANDS 



The warm, gentle touch of 
your hands and the healing 
power of lodex - that's what 
vour family needs. So keep 
lodex handy. Because iodex 
has Iodine which heals the 
injured tissues, and Methyl 
Salicylate which relieves the 
pain. 

lodex twice-o-doy is twice as 
effective. 

Doctors recommend that 
you use lodex twice a day till 


the pain subsides... and 
a couple of days thereafter. 
Because pain is only the 
symptom, whereas the real 
problem is tissue injury. 

So, whenever any of your 
dear ones suffer from sprains, 
nulled muscles, stiff joints or 
odyaches, massage lodex. 
Twice a day. And they'll thank 
you for putting them back in 
action twice as fast. 


AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 


MOBX-YHi ONiBAliM WITH HEALING POWBI 
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THE Indian cricket selectors invari¬ 
ably prefer to build a team with 
players who have made a name for 
themselves. Whether the stars suc¬ 
ceed in the trials or not, they are 
usually persisted with. One really 
wonders why the .selectors don't go in 
for a ’B' team. They should make 
arrangements with other countries to 
exchange tours with their respective 
second teams. Most cricket-playing 
countries have a ‘B’ team. This not 
only gives the second string of players 
a chance to prove themselves but also 
gives the players who have lost their 
place !n the side a chance to make a 
comeback. 

This could be good combination for 
our ’B’ team—Lalchand Rajput, 

Padani Shastri, Manoj Prabhakar, 
Ashok Patel, Avik Mitra, Sandip Patil, 
Ajay Shamia, Maninder .Singh, Ghu- 
lam Parkar, Chandrakant Pandit and 
'I'. Shekar. 

NAYANTARA HHATrACHARYA, 

Calcutta. 

Aids for umpires 

ONE of the major causes of India’s 
debacle is to lie attributed to Austra¬ 
lian umpiring which was below par and 
often i)artisan. One wrong decision 
tan not only change the course of the 
match but even the entire series. With 
the advent and extensive use of pre¬ 
sent day techniques of video transmis¬ 
sion, it is imperative to allow the 
umpires to use them for discharging 
their duties correctly. Either a third 
umpire monitoring the action on a 
television set be consulterl by the two 
umpires on the field or. better still, 
the two umpires, whenever in doubt, 
should walk down to the pavilion to 
watch the actiem replay before con¬ 
firming a decision. This may be time- 

consuminM but later it could be made 

up. The notable fact is that there are 
only a few controversial decisions and 
therefore the time taken will be little 
compared to the actual time of play¬ 
ing. However, there will be 
tremendous advantage in this process 
as there will lie no errors on the part 
of the umpires. 

DR SHYAM N. SHUKLA. 

Lucknow. 

Kapil was helpless 

IN the Benson and Hedges one-day 
cricket contest, the Indian captain 
Kapil Dev was helpless. No doubt. 


sometimes Kapil has failed in provid¬ 
ing proper guidance to his bowlers bui 1 
except for Shastri and himself, he has , 
no bowler at this moment who can | 
strike. India is terribly short of match- 
winning bowlers. Chandrakant Pandit, 
Sandeep Patil, Madanlal and T. 

Sekhar who are especialists of one- 
day cricket, would have been included 
in the team instead of Kiran More, 
Malhotra and Gliai, who are short of 
talent and useless for one-day match¬ 
es. It is high time the selectors think 
about the future of Indian cricket. 

SANDir KUMAR DAS, 
Jamshedpur. 


Troubled tables 

THE National Junior Table-Tennis 
Championship was recently concluded 
at New Delhi. In the current nationals 
most of the winners were unseeded 
players. Tlie most important factor to 
emerge was the rise in the general 
level of competition. 

For years, table-tennis at the junior 
levels had gone unnoticed. 'Phe media 
also did not give the needed coverage 
as the senior nationals was also held 
together. But for the last two years, 
the T.T.F.I. is conducting both the 
championships at different times. 

There has been lot of controversy 
with T.T. F.I. regarding the venues of 
both seniors and juniors. The 
T.T. F. I. must now insist on every 
slate holding both the nationals in 
rotation and a similar notification 
should be given at least two years in 
advance. States like Maharashtra have 
not hosted the nationals for the last 
twenty-five years whereas Madhya 
Pradesh has conducted the Cham¬ 
pionship four times and Bengal and 
Gujarat twice each. 

I’he Federation should also give a 
thought to changing the format to 
reduce the burden of extending the 

nationals fora fortnight. Instead a 

jamboree involving over 25 affiliated 
units, the team championships can be 
restricted to the top two teams of 
each zone. This suggestion may not 
be given much notice nor accepted, 
but the need of the hour is that we are 
lagging behind in the international 
arena and we should try to improve 
our performance. The T.T.F.I. should 
also give training to the junior victors 
in accordance with the international 
level. 

P. RAMESH MENON, 
Haryana. 
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CzechedOut 

Czechoslovakia's convincing 4-1 win over India at 
Calcutta made a mockery of any pre-match 
complacency. Andy O’Brien was there and saw ominous 
portents in the possibility of relegation to the East Zone 
group of the Davis Cup competition 



SmM had no answer to Ramesh Kriahnan't outstanding return of serve 


T he Indian dressmK umin at the 
Calcutta South Club w.v-, empty 
except for the presence ol Hamesh 
Krishnan. 'Hiere was a calm in ttie 
room which was matched only by tin ■ 
silence outside. Krishnan was getting 
ready to play the second reverse 
singles against Miloslav Mecir of 
Czechoslovakia. 

'Hic silence outside was suddenly 
pierced by a half hearted cheer, fol¬ 
lowed by applause. Uamesh knew 
what had happened. He stopped w hat 
he was doing, waited. The few mi¬ 
nutes till his team mates returned 
seemed like ages. The d«xir swung 
open. In walked Vijay .Amntraj, fol¬ 
lowed by his entourage. 

It was all over. India had been 
eliminated in the first round World 
Group Davis Cup tie by Czechoslo¬ 
vakia. 

After a lew moments <»f shatteimg 
silence, Vijay spoke up, his eyes 
brimming, reflective of his emotions 
after the loss. “I’m soitj. J let you 
guys down. 1 let my country down,” 
the Indian captain confessed. 

No one could have summed up 
better the events of the warm Calcut¬ 
ta weekend. The man around whom 
Indian tennis has revoh-ed for more 
than a decade (and will perhaps con¬ 
tinue to): the battle-scarred hero; the 
man whose talent they had bracketed 
with Borg and Connors, the gentle 
giant known throughout the world for 
his good manners, had failed to keep 
intact India's all-win Davis Cup record 
at the South Club. 

To put the blame so squarely on the 
shoulders of one man would in nom^ 
circumstances seem unfair, but in this 
case it was the truth. And the truth, 
though always a thorn in life's bed of 
roses, has to be accepted and borne. 

It is not that Vijay did not try his 
level best in the course of the three 
matches he played over three days. 
That he did. But giving your ail on 
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court during the matches is not every- 
thing. There arc other duties to fultil 
and it was here that Vijay fell far short 
of the satisfactory. 

It has to be accepted that there is 
currently no one competent enough to 
replace him in the Davis Cup team. It 
also has to be admitted that he is an 
exceptionally talented player with the 
remarkable capacity to lift his game to 
dangerous levels over the course of 
two or three days with little or no 
practice. 

But that docs not mean that the 
younger Amritraj brother should take 
his talent for granted. Not in the day 
of the true professional and with time, 
the not so subtle tliief of youth, 
against him, he is wrong if he thinks 
he can take on and beat the likes of 
those who play the game as often as 
Vijay doesn’t. 

Despite the absence of world num¬ 
ber one Ivan l-endl, the Czechs were 
obviously not going to be a pushover. 
They had in their ranks the young 
Miloslav Mccir, m the top twenty in 
the world, Tomas Smid, a respected 
veteran known as a fighter on the pro 
circuit, and Pavel Siozil, who com¬ 
bines with the veteran Smid to make 


one of the most formidable doubles 
pairs in the world. Even their fourth 
player Milan Srejber was no burmy. 
Standing six feet eight inches in his 
socks, his serve is considered one of 
the most dangerous in the game 
today. 

The Indians knew all too well tliat 
they would be even further stretched 
Ilian they had been in their tie against 
Italy played at the same venue twelve 
months ago. ITie home crowd and the 
fast grass courts were the only 
aspects in favour of the home team. 
Kamesh Krishnan had not been play¬ 
ing very often on the cucuit and when 
he did he hardly even got past the 
second round. Our skipper Vijay 
Amritraj, who was injury prone last 
season, was resting and had not play¬ 
ed the game at any serious level since 
last October. Yet there was a garner 
of hope. Prior to coming to Calcutta, 
Raniesh had taken a set off the great 
Jimmy Connors and Vijay, as all Indi¬ 
ans know, produces his best in the 
Davis Cup. 

T his is where the fault lies, both on 
the part of the individual concerned 
and his fans. How can a man expect to 


do his best for his country, as Vijay 
claims to be doing, without practice, 
especially when 1^ is pitted against 
players considered the toughest- 
trained in the world. If Vijay considers 
it his duly to play Davis Cup for his 
country, then his duty does not end 
with going on court and doing his best. 
If Vijay did care for the prestige of his 
country then he could surely have 
taken a little time off from his ‘busi¬ 
ness' and dedicate that time towards 
preparing himself to face the 'patriotic 
challenge’, as he likes mak^ the 
Davis Cup out to he. 

With the kind of talent and the high 
level of motivation the man has— 
especially when it comes to the Davis 
Cup—a little practice would see him 
giving the Mecirs and the Smids of 
this world a far tougher time than he 
did. This Vijay proved l^seU. Wi^ 
each successive game his sharpness 
increased. In lus first match against 
Mecir he moved more like a movie 
star than a tennis pro. He saw the 
balls that Mecir hit, go past him but 
could do nothing about it. Yet, with 
every game, set and match he im¬ 
proved. 

After being drubbed frO in the first 
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set (the first time he has ever been 
humiliated thus in Davis Cup on home 
soil) he managed to put up some 
semblance of a fi^t. Mecir, obviously 
in a different class now, had onfy just 
recovered from a knee injury and was 
not playing as exceptioiMy as Vgay 
made out. The thirteenth ranked play¬ 
er in the world did just what was 
necessary to make Vijay’s rusty bones 
creak. 

TTus after the Indian simper got 
what he had asked for: a Krishnan win 
over Tomas Smid. There was a feel¬ 
ing, which the Indian captain encour¬ 
aged by his pre-match comments to 
the press, that if Ramesh could snatdi 
a victory in one of his singles, India 
was in with a good chance to go into 
the second round of the World Group. 
He perhaps fancied his own chances 
against Mecir, the injured clay court 
and indoor specialist. But what a turn 
of fortunes there was. 

Ramesh, with some unbelievable 
service returns and passing shots, 
which reminded many an old timer of 
Ken Rosewall, outplayed Smid in 
three straight sets (6-3, 7-5, 6-4) 
giving his country a welcome though 
unexpected 1-0 lead. Tlien in stunned 
silence, Calcuttans watched their 
euphoria evaporate as Vtjay Amntraj 
was made to look like a player who 
should be competing on the over-45 
circuit. 

Perhaps even Vyay overestimafed 
his own capacity to recover after a 
long layoff. He started with his spirits 
up; ended with a rub down. In sport, 
worn out talent and experience, is no 
compensation tor speed and fitness. 

Here one should not take anything 
away from Mecir. A fine athlete, his 
mam weapon is his double-handed 
backhand which is very difficult to 
read. It seems as if he merely puts his 
racket to the ball when playing the 
backhand but the ball comes across 
with tremendous power and sting. A 
steady consistent player, his abilty to 
cover the court is remarkable. His 
speed, though deceptive, gets him to 
the ball well in time. Medr is the best 
example of the maxim that consisten¬ 
cy IS the mark of a great player. 






Madr is the man to watch. Consfs 
ara Ms f orta. Ha outciaaaad both 


taimla 
opponants 


I F Ramesh plays as consistently as 
he did against Smid, he would be the 
most dangerous player on grass. 
Nevertheless, it was clear fixim his 
performance that the young Krishnan 
has been wenrking on his game e^- 
dally his speed, fitness and his vol- 
teying. It was unfortimate that the tie 














was decided before he met Mecir, 
otherwise we would have seen two of 
the most talented players on the 
circuit at their best. 

Vijay feels that it is time Ramesh 
took up doubles and has advised him 
to begin plaving in a few doubles 
events, it would really be tragic if 
Ramesh were compelled to play the 
doubles. But perhaps Vijay is guilty of 
modesty. Even if he does not have 
many more appearances left in Davis 
Cup singles, Vijay should continue 
playing doubles for some time. And 


stretched body and present capabili¬ 
ties to the ultimate. Though he did try 
to sustain that level of effort, it was 
fitness, or the lack of it, tliat became 
the insurmountable barrier. The 
Czech, with an exhibition of his fight - 
ing qualities, came back to take the 
next three sets, each progressively 
easier, as his opponent’s stamina 
ebbed awav rapidly in the hoi sun. 

Vijay himself seemed convinced 
that tlie tie was beyond India’s reach 
after they liad lost the doubles. “With 
a little bit of gfxid play from me and a 


of the nature of his job clunng fi.i', ‘ 

Cup ties. 

Wide in Europe and America lii.' 
game is bigger than the individual, thi'. i 
IS not true in India. Vijay Amrilr,ii. . 
everyone seems to have agreed r, j 
greaior than the game for he takes no 
nonsense or criticism from anyone. Oi 
course, one of the great advantages ot 
success lies in the fact that you don’t 
have to listen to gixxl advjce any 
longer Accordingly, Vijay listens to' 
no one. Or if Iw does, we have'nt 
heard of it. 
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RaniMh Krlslinan was at hia brilliant beat againat SmM 



elder brother Anand did not do a bad 
job against Smid and Slozd. He held 
his own competently among three 
vpry accomplished doubles players. 
Sadly, the gamble (a reflection of what 
Vijay thought of his own form) of 
playing Vpy in the doubles didn’t pay 
off otherwise the final 4-1 scoreline in 
favour of the foreigners might have 
been dramatically altered. So would it 
have been had Vijay maintained the 
pace of his first set against Smid. 

But then fanfare, more often than 
not, is the prelude to disappointment. 
In demolishing the Czech 6-3, Vijay. 


little bit of bad play from Smid, and 
some luck, 1 mighi win," he said after 
the Czechs had gone 2-1 up. Indian 
tennis can only hope that Vijay has 
learnt from liis mistake of trying to 
give his country victory with the least 
amount of individual effort possible. It 
is up to Vijay himself to realise this 
and rectify his negligence of duty 
towards his country since it is a well 
known fact that no one lias the cour¬ 
age to criticise him. Not even P.L. 
Reddy, the AILTA secretary and 
team manager, who could well be 
mistaken for the baggage boy because 


When the Indian sk^per spent over 
two hours sweating througii the mak- 
uig of a soil-drink commercial the day 
before his first singles match, no One 
dared say anything. Not even those 
who knew about this criticised Vqay 
when he only had a two hour workout 
the day after he arrived in Calcutta 
and then a 45 minute session on the 
centre court by way of preparation for 
a Davis Cup match. 

Had someone like Sunil Gavaskar 
been guilty of such neglect, he would 
probably liave been condemned as 
being money-minded and selfish. But 
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not the r«k 1 natured Amritraj. You 
would be ftK»hsh to think that Vijay and 
to. come to play Davis Cup for 
peanuts, though the AILTA denies 
that the players receive money. 

There can be uo doubt that India 
lost to a better team but the concern 
is for the future. India now meet the 
U^K whom they have to beat to 


avoid relegation to the zonal stage of 
the tournament. If we are reduced to 
that level it will be a good many years 
before we see India play another first 
round World Group tie. Hope lingers 
as king as Vflay and the rest keep in 
touch. Kvcn if India do lose to the 
USSR, which would be a shame, we 
might just make it to the World Group 


next year because new relegation and 
promotion regulations take _ into 
account the number of games and sets 
players win and lose. Perhaps some¬ 
one should suggest reducing Davis 
Cup matdies from the best of five 
advantage .sets to thtee, India would 
then, led by Vijay Amritraj, be danger¬ 
ous Davis Cup opponents. 
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Even th«pr***ne* of Vl|«y could not bloptNiformldcbl* Ciochcombinotlonof SmWandSloacll. 
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Time is naming out 



I T was refreshing to see that the /Ul 
India Lawn 1 ennis Assouation (AIL- 
TA) has realised that our present 
players cannot continue serving the 
country New blood in the form of 
Zeeshan Ab and Nandan Bal was 
injected mto the team, but the selec 
tion of one ‘youngster’ and the posi 
bon of both m the team gave nse to 
heated controversy 
hor some time pnor to tht tie the 
AILIA and its seiietaij Mr P L 
Reddy had promised that a junior 
would be indui led into the Davis Cup 
squad When the team was finafly 
announced tluie was loniusion aU 
round 

No oni lould confirm whether 
I Zeeshan Alt cud Nandan Bal had been 
included ui Uie squad oi had merely 
I been uivited to help out with pracbee 
sessiom I he AILIA pi ess release 
was ambigious tor it said both of the 
above Mhen clarituations were 
sought the general answer was ‘not 
quite sure or what does it matter’” 
Matter it does It was no doubt a 
pnvik ge and an c xpeneme for young 
Zceslw All to be asked to attend 
sessions with the team but to be 
named in the squad piovides even 
greater opportunitic s Asa member of 
the Davis Cup squad someone as 
young as Ah might attract endorse 
ments which could be a great boost for 
him Moreovt'r as a Davis Cup squad 
member he would no longer have to 
qualify for some of the lesser interna 
bonal events 

All did not sc t m too concerned with 
all tnese mplicabons I rtaBy enjoyed 
the expenenct of plavmg with Vyay 
Uncle and the icsl he said at the end 
of It all It Zeeshan son of national 
coach Akhtar All was an automatic 
choice in the seaich for young blood, 
the selection of Nandan Bal under the 
same ‘quota is baffling The three 
bmc nabonal champion, though sbll 
the best among the test is a bad 
Divestment in Ae present situabon 
At 26 he does not have much ahead of 
turn If his selection was a reward for 
his peiformance on the local cucuit 
dien Bal should have bc>en given this 
opportunity a few years earber 
At a stage when youngsters should 
be groomed and {pven some expen 
ence, his selecbon was a waste to put 


D mildly Perhaps 19 year-old MAk 
Fenreira, son of the billard ai e and the 
most talented youngster afrer 
Zeeshan, should have bran given -in 
opportunity Keeping in mind that a 
doubles combination has to be 
groomed for the future there could be 
plenty of significance in the fact that 
Ab and Ferreira won the nabonal 
men s doubles title in llrt*) But then 
who knows who the Davis Cup sclec 
tors’ are’ No one could—or would- 
answer (his question at the pre event 


press conference 

There is a schcxil of thoufdit which 
reasons that Nindan Bal wdl be kept 
in the squad till i replacement is found 
from among the boys in the Amntr^ 
BAT schimt Is Nandan therefore 
lx‘ing n duced to playing the role of a 
lopgap’ If this 1 true then it might be 
too late if WL hav 11 wait for BA'T to 
pnxiwt our fului Davis Cup squad 
limt IS runnmg out 

Andy O'flMwi, Cateutti 
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Heat and dust 







Nikhil Bhattacharya braved the sun at the South Club, 
Calcutta to click the action 





In spite of the heat there was a satisfactory turn out at the South Club The Czechs sitting In the first row, watch 
their teammate Smid play Vljay Amritraj Also looking on is M F Hussain (second row far left) 

an avid tennis tan 


Krishnan s victory over Smid will long be remembered as a 
classic display of timing and touch play 
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Ih * iIk Irtftr m 
p to ih( squcdls of 

I u ihil hiv« (man 
I 111 th( Sibuw Puk 
Kin^ (on wh(i< (hi 
Vii [ Itidiins las( moii(h 
(ItniolislK(I David (lowtrs 
idi bv (to wukd'- 
VMul IS w) new aboui a 
bumper banatjt in (he 
\^esl Indiib and lor (hat 
matter aiivwhcK in the 


woitd white I idt ha'- the 
ptowess to indiiii't in suth 
tattus-’ ^dniittidK m 
1%2 Iht Indnns siinply 
did not have tiu UdinKiut 
to lopt witli Hall t*nfiith 
and (oniiiam Hut in fUTb 
wlu n (lit V did ind iniiitullv 
stixid ap to tin most bli 
t int iiKtinid dion < sp«.( laflv 
in th( lad It St on the llitn 
fui\ WHket at (hi s<inie 
Sihma Paik British ajftn 
(K.S likt Reuters flashtd 
leiKHts Kound (hi world ol 
Indiin bitsnun beinf; 
SI ait (1 out ot thill wits 
\(s Hid) ind Chan 
drasikhai not tiavaskai 
Visw inith oi (> u kw id 
And (htn in 1‘Jhl whtn 
Mu shall ind to a urtun 
ixtiiit lioklmKiisoitid to 
(hi most nakid ihust ot 
I iw 12 of thi mnu against 
(•It iskat and Amainith on 


out iltiinooii It thi 
t^imns I' Ilk ()\ il It w is 
ihi wiiist toriii ol Bodi 
lint I III kaisooii list 

bowl |s o(K I Ittd (OIISIS 

tiinl 11 mod Ihi wiikit 
and pit lud it shoit is 
ininv IS t II tiinis m o\tr 
and I hill w is haidlv a 
iiattion lioni tlit pundits 
'hat (h III I iiitlmd iMii at 
uI (Ills piiii uiiitravin 
lion iikI 1 li II ittimpt to 


Like It Or Ojmp I t 

Blood, toil, tears 
and sweat 

Aslm Ray sums up the 
predicament facing England’s 
batsmen in the West Indies 

friKhItn if not maim saiii< ptriod has handltd 
rathei than skilllullv rt Iht dreadful <|uaitit with 
move a batsman wa^ grcalir niasttn than 
(Kiintcd out to ihtni Iht Mohindei Amamath 
tiuth IS thouKh India lost But to return to J hk 
tlwt senes 2 0 no visitors lands pristnt prohlnns 
to thi Canblitan 111 the list what rtallv did haptun in 
tin tears had stiHxl up with thtir first Itsf’ Gower 
Kitatir tourafii ind m a won thi toss on a thai it 
more lonviniin)' manner Unstiiallv spongy wttktl 
tlwn that ttam under Kapil of thtst days at thi Sabina 
Dt V And no batsman any Park- it s not all that fast 
where m the world m that but liable to lilt—which 



Pattoraon- ‘Faatar than Marahail and mera dangarous ’ 


additionally was said to be 
of uneven bounee Anil En 
gland were soon buwl^ 
out for 15'^ Only (jooeh 
('ll) and Lamb (49) mus 
(lied any seniblanee of a 
resistant t and significant* 

1\ till man who emerged 
as (lie demon bowler was 
not Mai shall Bolding or 
(jamtr but (ht Jamaican 
ntwcorner who did a stmt 
with Lantashire last sea 
son l^atiick Patterson In 
deed some of (hi English 
sciibes moumluily claimed 
Uial ht was faster than 
Marshall and more 
dingerous 

This poweifully built tx 
pomnt though ht hails 
itoni thi sime island as 
Molding IS a far try in his 
letion from the latter Hi 
would in l<itt hi the de 
stnption ol a I androver 
than a Rolls Koytt whith 
IS till I till I oftin attdihi d 
to th( gi iitful ind glonous 
Holding And il ont was 
to lonipiii him loanothtr 
bowiti It would bt 
thetiuy int st ColmCrol 
who would list thi lul' 
width of iht tit isi ingle 
the ball into the ncht hand 
tr Hid bre ik it b ic k I lus 
ploy whin tin bill it as 
Iriquiiitly piUlitd shoit I 
bit init 1 iiUiir iwkw ird I 
proposition loi llir bill was 
tomini' It till light hand 
trs ribs ill tin tmit 

1 i iniiiit lioweyer 
aitipt tint Pilterson is on 
the wholi quiikii ind more 
diifiiult t( iiegotiite than 
Mirshill IS \ct It set ms 
ol course that uji to the 
thud aftiinoon and the 
nidtth lasted only three 
(Liy s— Patterson s velocity 
was grt ater than Mar 
shall s at whuh point 
apparenllv the Barbadian 
bombshell let fly a few of 
the most dist ontei ting 
variety' Quite iiatuially a 
mature campaigner like 
Marshall would go flat out 
only ‘when necessary <« 
worthwhile whereas Pat 
terson with his raw mex 
penence is likely to do so at 
almost every oppoitumty 
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Thl« RandalHIke pull shot is oirty Graham Gooch hit hy a Hilar 


The Janvainn remind*, 
mt- onK in leims ol Ins 
speed rtl H ildinf, i dt 
i<idf iRO 

Hut il Pitteison wis tk 
eyt opener in tin West In 
dian L imp I Ihson would 
perhaps tall into Uiis i lU 
or> in the tounni unit 
albeit that this wis i ri 
velition of i some whit 
different kind It is not eusv 
to be sueeissful in Hu 
West Indies unless oiu his 
real pace Butifoni his the 
rare ability to genuirieh 
move the ball in the an 
then one can find pure h ist 
anywhere even on the re 
lativciy dry atmospheie of 
the Canbbt an I hat lit 
Kent fast medium howltr 
eoileeted five wukets and 
thereby restritted the 
home side to t()7 (which 
contained half eentunes 
from Oreenidge (lomes 
and Dujon) was te timony 
to his havuig attained that 
class Indians be wire this 
summer' 

It was however to no 
avail for the Englishmen 
could manage no more than 
152 m th«OT second ven 
ture which fiurly paved the 


w IV foi 1 eomfortililt Uii 
wicket Mile \ foi Viv 
Ruhirdssside I’llterson 
with three mou seilps ti 
his first innings haul to k 
his tillv lor the miteh to 
sevin foi 71 but not lx 
lore tilt veil nil I’tttrWil 
k> ol Noitlumplonshire 
with Ins nther iiulegint 
but elftetivi twe evtd 
stance had recorded Hie 
highest sc lie it the tie 
71 

The fait thit I iighnd 
could not survive evtn 90 
ovcis in eithei eif the exit 
mgs suggested i distinet 
litk ol idioitness igiinst 
*ht unrelenting pieslUrc ol 
put It IS e nlv when bits 
men ire unible todefendm 
the fuc of such beiwhng 
thil thev resort to indistti 
imnatc stroke pi ly as the 
Indi ins used to in the p ist 
rile surest wiv of defeat 
mg the quicks is bv tiring 
them out Oteourse meet 
mg tire with file e m also 
work but onlv when it is 
exhibited over i sustlined 
knock Not out et desptia 
tion but comm nd 
In very few places m 
cneketing Commonwealth 


IS the niedii niexe he kit 
than in England todav 
(nine ire the divs of eonsi 
dered judgements ofCii 
diis AiltiU ind Wtllings 
I he nnjontv of I ngfisfi 
eriekef wnttis ind tom 
nuntators it pit ent itt 
uinbit to phee i ]Hr/orni 
ante in then iiglil pet jx 
tive I isi uiiimti t itfing 
tnunipti ovei i tol iltv ill 
equipped Aiistiiliii lift 1 
WIS midt to liKik like i 
mijor inetimorphosis in 
I ngl ind s bitting pote riti il 
Siinilitiv mste id of leeed 
mg to le ility in t< lition to 
the deb It It if Kingston 
the vinius corn sixineknts 
h ive bet n going ibout e i 
tigitmc the umpiits for not 
keeping eount of the nuni 
her of bounters m an eiver 
I he re t*- no dtnving that 
the We st Indi m quie ks ge t 
aw V with mutdei on then 
own soil Hut to mdieale 
thit David Aielur me ol 
the best umpires m the 
wot Id IS not dome hi job 
IS nothing but i re Im 
quishing of imputiilitv 
I he evidence demons 
trates that Mi Aiehtr time 
aid agam spoke to Marshall 


ind Pitterson about keep 
mg the bill up His partner 
ol eouist might have been 
guilty ol not intervening 
Hut Hun Gower ind his 
me n h ivt nol v< t t n oun 
tered with iiiv degite of 
f onst iru V the weirst m 
trin^ tine lit Hu invasion 
troni itouiid the wicket' 

11 ivmg s lid that though 
n itte rs i m only ge t better 
I II the I nglishmen 
they hive liad a trying 
mitiition they have bun 
^htllshexked before they 
could se ttk down it takes 
tmu to get used to the 
menuc But it tan be 
u hu ve d Hu st days in due 
course bee iiisc of the su 
|x lb prole e tive ge ir at the 
b itsm in s disposal—this if 
anythmg geus a long way 
tow ird*' eliminating fear 
Some of the tourists will 
neve r ge t into line with or 
without the accoutrement 
Hut It would be surprising if 
(xKub 1 imb Gower and 
Both nil (if he can be pa 
tie nil do nol (time to terms 
with the giants of pace, 
except at the Barbados 
Uval the pacemans para 
dise 
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lUrtn or sunsMrw, SaMno Pork roeords a fair attendance The alo ganMflB^ rfJa 
HoWing*nMMnaa’ Britlah optlmiam appaarod miavlaroif 







Accoutred and fortified Allan Lamb riaks a hook off Michael Holding 
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W^Oo Cw Update 


P AKA(jUA'V hd\t 
qualifit cl foi Inc. Wen Id 
Cup aflt r a gap (»t M years 
In 19‘>71'aragUiiy upsc t 
Uruguay and cjuahtu d toi 
Uie 1958 fin i1j ui Swi den 
where the v di kated 
Scotland drew with 
Yugosl ivia and lost t( 
hranc t naiiowly f iiling lo 
advaiici Ui the nc i iuiiJ 
Sine t the n (hi I iiid Iih I c d 
nation Hi the lu iit il South 
Amtni ill uf/citdoiii 
disappoiiilniciit atU) 
anothc 1 

Ik I/ll 1 d \in nil 11 
always to 1 1 in tikii w c 
but in 19 hl tl my wml 
vti\ wiorig 1*11 ly. nv 
fiiusht d last HI the ii 
Ciualitviny'yiiour which 
included Chile ind 
!■ c u idot 

Attc I this fall (loiii yttacc 


they were determined lo 
tome Iwtk strongly for 
Mexico and so began 
intense prtpaialions 

Although Brazil came 
fit St m the ciualilying group 
Paraguiy by finishing 
sc I ond managed to e im 
anothe r tliana ly' imst the 
teams that had finished 
s< c ond and thud in the 
other South Amt riean 
groups 

uie in III chose II to it ad 
the Me xic an tonic bac k was 
C nctinoKc whopliyed 
III the 5h tompt tition 

\ ciitsoldisz tious 
pit ptialion y'aiiii s beg in in 
tl I beginning of 198) I his 
nil luck el two lose ^to 
(itigun one to Chile ind 
I CO to Colombia Belter 
pe iloiiraiiec s against 
\i>,tn'iiiJ one win ind i 
lo s did little toinipioee the 
ge It r il pe ssiiiiisni 
uiiouiidiny,thc te im 

InMiv liter inothei 
piHii shownng this time 
again it the Aigentine lirsl 
division club Vtlc/ 

Sirsfitd the kdei ition 
sai k d Kt 1 hui what 


happened wiU go down in 
history books as a rathei 
unusual development The 
press fans and players all 
demanded that the popular 
Re be reinstated In the 
emd Re was back and the 
person who lost his job was 
the lt*tit ration s president 
Mr Jesus I’allait s 

There was still a long 
way to go 

Re began indudiny* 
players who had left the 
I ountry to play abroad 1 o 
qualify for Mexico the v 
Ik at Colombia I Oat borne 
and held on to the 
advantage in the away 
game Against Chile who 
had ousted Peru Paraguay 
aguuiwonthe home mateh 
5 (land were never 
time lie m d in the return 
kg 

I he pliye r‘ seemed to 
be HI top shape at the nght 
moment And most 
< onsidt r that the (cam 
bound for Me xito is the 
best the e ountry has ever 
sent to the tournament 
1 he stars of the team are 
goalkeeper Roberto 


21 

irenandez Juan Bat si 
I orales who has 49 < p 
for hiseountiy e ipl ui 
Rogelio Delgado one ot '* 
best defenders in South 
Amenta and crowd 
tavounte Romentoanel 
Robe 1 to Cabanas both oi 
whom played at one time 
foi Nt w York Cosmos in 
the North Amcman 
I eague 

Paraguay with the kind 
of draw they have got 
should do well if not so 
come inlotlw set ond round 
III Me xieo 

Ml XIC 0 s tounsm 
departnii nt liavi insi ^led 
that hotel late s will not be 
nsmg to unae e e jitabk 
levels dui mg llu finals 

the loppnee lot a lour 
star hotel would Im 18 IXX) 
pesos and tor i tiuee star 
hotel 18 (XKIpt >os Hit 
rates are said to Ih 
uasotiahk ttid ade qaate \ 
stale me nt in the 
govt ninie nt ne w pijx r 11 
Naeunial s iiel tlia* a 
maximum pnee of 18 tXH) 
pe seis (alMiut h9 dollar I 
would be entoreedfoi fivt 
star hotels 


Azfmc Stadium whww Paraguay wW 













OlINTDOWN 


The hosts have a slim chance 

Keir ^ 'tinodge, Associate Editor of *World Soccer' assesses 
Mexico’s chances at the World Cup 


1 piovf jvirv 
HI f th** histoiv of 

MtM / >r tint w IS \vh(.n 

tin I KiMtidtln YukosIiv 

V(l) 1i1j1iiio\k is nitionil 

in I MilutiiKVH win hid 

pi( n both I i>ldy( r ind < lub 

i( M xKo ooii nudi his 

]i t h It I h< iiitroduud the sort 
< pr II li ind ittitude whkh the 


Mexh ms hive ottin litcked 
Sinti. Mtxtto rtathtd tht quatlur 
finils of tht World Cup on hotnt 
ground iii I97(f albeit thanks Ivgtly 
to a lontroversul rtfirteing dtitsion 
m th» ir decisive first round game 
against Belgium thev hive never 
achieved even the modest success 
promised by their skill and demanded 
by their fans 
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Hugo Sanchez Mexico a mean machine 


Milutinovu appears well down the 
right path to putting th it i ight He said 
on taking over 1 tiiist nobody but 
those players who e m show nu they 
know what ftamwoik is all ibout I 
don t want superst us ot bie names in 
mv squid but teun playeis Alsu of 
course 1 yvant good re suits It s not 
enough to shrug off i defe it and s ly 
I hit was just a fiiendly Winning 
beeomes a habit and one wt must 
idopt 

One ol the Yugosl iv s lust deiisioii 
was to form two nitionil leiins Hit 
A i-ide consists of the most 
experience d pi lyt rs with the IJ side 
being equiy ile nt to a F uropc in under 
21 te im but with the pliyei hivnu i 
greitei mcentiye tc dc well 

In t u tieal tc niis Mil itiiu v le 
admiies the f i wbidi tnuiged so 
clearly duruig the tinil ot the 
Furopc in tliampionshie Iw yt is 
ago Hut he in i\ be in «c c mlio 
than tc (inplov siuli i t\k i i 
prestige l iiiniment siicii i the me 
eonimgut 11s mnisti kii w lliithis 
playeis hivc isinilitcdhi id i n 
til tics style md ittitude 1\ the luiii 
the t^oild Cup be ems H\ win 1 ti i ( 
the y Ill ly h i\ e pi i\ d i i i * 
oi 80 mite he s under Mil i 
Mtlutuiovic 111 y lunger 

brother ot Mik Mil t \i foniier 
rtunage i ot 1 ug I i t lie y w nild 
have miclc in ( \ i V\ ild Cup 
laniilv nv il 1 d the Shvs m t lutn 
pipixd li iiiiici md hiilgnii 
Bon jined 1 )i 1 iiti/in Belgridt 
until 1%(> Ihcn Ind spells with 
Wuilc I thur in Swit/c il md md Mon no 
ind Nice in Fiuiee 
hi 1472 lit went to MtMio to pliy 
tor I NAM Attei thiee years which 
included mamigc to i Mtxu m girl — 
he reined and was qipointid club 
coach Ik tcKik UNAM twite to the 
ihampionship and twite to the Central 
Amencan Club Cup and was tlicn 
hired away to become national boss at 
the start of 14HJ 
His first trip bick to I urope a 
national niariagci was an unhappy 
one - Mexico lost *1 0 to Italy m a 
^endlv in Ronie with I'aolo Rossi 
scoring a hat tmk But Miiutinovic 
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Tonm Boy can direct the attacks very effectively 


has made ^(kkI use oi that f^nic 
reminding fus plavers A the standards 
tiie\ must reach to satisfv thetr own 
fans when the World Cup finals are 
staRod next vtar 

M ILI IlNOViC isnt avetv to 
using propaRjnda lit sa>s Iht 
people here e\pc*ct that Mexico will 
win the World Cup M> ami is not 
quite the sami' mv ambition is foi 
Mexico to impro\(‘ on our lesults in 
the 1970 finals We have adxantagis 
built in All our games in the lust 
round will be in the h.stadio A/leia 
Also, apart from home advantages 
we also have the altitude on out side 
Show me a European team who ait 
happy at 7,0(X) feet'' 

L^sl year he was in Europe 
■‘spying" MilutinovK look tus own 


udeo ( iiiv III) Oil I III |h II I 
bitwicn Koln <iiid in'i in i i ilt 
Juvtniii mil Itoidt iu\ inUni lioiiil 
suihas \iig<i liMi 1 1 111 ( 111(1 U( 
(itriii.im V M III Mill |i ij I K 
siuli IS Mel/ \ liiiilei ii 1 1 iiki 
and W ildhol M iiiiiiii iin E (in 
Muiiiili III V\(si f,iiiniiiv 

III wi dilif,lil( li to lx iliK I III 
in Wed <j( iiiHii' 1 vid ( 1 »ti III 

the (an it of 1 1 iii/ l>i 1 1 nbnt \ 
lot Misuos Woili l ill Ii I I 
Miliiiinovii (ill III III I (I (Hill ill 
alte I III 1 •.iHiiiiiei iiu ii Mm u ii 
Fill mid I* il\ 111(1 \l< Man i id 
the n •.utnnioiH (I tie i b < i on t iii In 

SlIKl till tl 11(1 K (li III! I h K (|l Ii 

lie (lull 

Ihi till (lull 1 (. |ii dll' 

Mliituiovii su'- Hill III ( had 
to I he Woiki Cup in V((ui oaii 


I oountiy IS not a question ot sport 
I matter of mlemational jiih 
1 signifuanee'” 

‘ Mexic o have featured in the Wni 
Cup fmals on eight out ot 
oreasions Only Brazil, Italy and W( 
(jermanv have been there im 
often though it is worth pointini oi 
lliat MexKos opposition in the 
qualifying NoiUi and Central Aineni in 
sesiion of (he UFA empire is we ik 

I he last time Uiey reached tlie 
finats was in Argentina in 1978 whesi 
they fmislR*d Ixittom of their first 
niund group after losuig 3 1 to 
1 umsia, 6 0 to West (lermany and 3 1 
to Boland 

llwir one claim lei World Cup 
fame apart from benng the first 
nation ehosen as hosts twiic—is that 
fomiei goalke e per Antonio Carvajal is 
the onlv pLivei to liave appeal^ tti 
the finals on five scfxirate ociasions, 
ranging liom Bta/il m 1950 to England 
m 

MexKeis biggest star now is 
leMitri forward llugo Sanehe/, who 
plays Cl ntie forward in Spam for Real 
Madiid lie is |xrh<ip' the ime 
Mc'xieaii ptave r who is essential to the 
Woild Cup etlort 

In othei positions Milutinovie is well 
sloe kt d with tale III One example is in 
goal wheie he can ihemst betwe*en 
two Ime pla\e*rs m I’ablo Uirios and 
(Mat Hue dll Aiiolher is in midfield 
white holh Manuel Neeicte and 
loma*- llo\ Ilf liippv to direct the 
attaik siiiek handed i( necessary 

But u| liiiiii il will all be down to 
saihlii/ wIkiKvei the Mexteans 
niaiiii't lo iKtsuddf Madrid to (lart 
witli hi yXiid that niav not be until 
\tiv lioitiv Ik loti the World Cup 
>- 10(1 R( il pad litighiKHiis Alktieo i 
1 ( >1 illioit lot Silk Ik/ oiiK last 
-a I on md will want ((niiike the most 
ol (lull Hive Inn lit 

Sindu/ tli( lop scorer in the 
Sp mi'<l) U igik III s( a on with 19 
("lal (iliv'd l(ii In (ountrv in the 
19/( Moi II 1 0 |\mpus and m the 
I') ''Will!<• Cup'illII \ppropnatdy, 
loi ( in in wIk i also a quaiif^ 
j( li>i Ik ills Ilk ihilily to add bite 
I I Mink 

Witli'iM SiikIk/ (lie* Mc'Xiians 
K (III, won a loin team tournament 
in Iioiiie gi( imd involving three other 
World Lupin I'isis—liuiigarv, Algeria 
nid Soiiili Koi a List vt ar IIk'V beat 
1 ihinl nnl VI (*.| (lermaity in prc'stige 
Ilkndlii ■. 

Ilnv an ilearlv a team to be 
wall Ik d 




Around The Wori d 


W HEN AUan I )r>l<r 
came out lu bil 11 'ii 


fnt 1 est I) t ' 1 
Australia and Nt ^ I i'>d 
at Weliuigton I 1 < it 11 
he was grw t I > 'I'l'l* 

of boos a' VI i I* !'•« 

applaust 1 J uil 

that he hal) I ' i i ks i 
IlMHnent i,>il(ltrtd 

befon I 

E ogrt*' I wukit on 

3 iTH >1 »»(h into 

the M *ks ai the 

great* i ti than lun 

scon 11 It was the 

sanit )i ol rcLtptiun as 

Au t I in SOUK time s turn 
on I n i’ublii Lnemy 
Nu I Ik r Oiu. Mr Ku liard 
H lk( 

I hat other well known 
Aussie hater and Aussh. 

baiU I New A aland eoaeh 


The reception for 
Border was the same 
Australians turn on for 
Public f nemy Numbei 
One Mr Richard 
Hadlee 


Tour itineraries 
are absurd! 

Noel Mengel, editor of 
‘Australian C'ricket’ 
magazine, points a finger at 
modern cricket’s major 
weakness 


(ik nil I 111 m I IS still i ating 
his wolds Ihiniip tht 
tour a ol iIr Australian 
tour « iriH r in tht st ason 
lit iptK IIid riluitant to 
adnut that Botdtr liad a 
iliini to biiiiK OIU of the 
>{i< iiist ol It St bitsinin 

Biitixiiihi imbitteied 
b\ on til Id ixpinenits 
with till \ussii s moil til m 
a d) I idi ago must now 
ailn It that thin is hardh a 
bat 111 in ol this lalibii 
with this i]i|xtiU tor 
cnektt nd tintM for runs 
plavin) invwhiii in the 
world 

Celt iinK (iltnn turners 
fellow Ni w A alanili rs only 
t ok iiiotiwi witklowarm 
I I I k t md gavi hon 
eaus 1 tp in his traiks 
onit m It this turn dunnK 






For Allan Border (aloft) the reaction in New Zealand 
was not as generous 


the course of his second 
mningb in the Second lest 
at tfmstchurch 
Hib first miungs 140 (last 
man out naturally) had 
rescued Australia from a 
perilous five for less than a 
hundred When he nudged 
a suigle to go to 8b in his 
seeond dig the crowd 
burst into warm applause 
and Border had to stop and 
think why He didn t know 
until the ground announcer 
made the announcement 
k his HOth Test Border 
had passed Neil Harveys 
taDy of b 149 Test runs to 
nudge in behind Messrs 
Chappeil G and Bradman 
D on the Australian all 
tune record bst 
Bolder closed the 
innings unbeaten on 114 


In his 80th Test, 
Border has pass^ 
Harvey s 6149 Test 
runs to nudge in 
behind G Chappell 
and D Bradman 


111 IS mil of (ill liw 
batsmt n in tin woiid to bt 
axirapiif, ' nd his now 
simtd ( 1 b luns with 18 
untuiii in 1 larier 

issuniiii), (iivaskar likt 
profKirtions 

111 is tht onlv iniketer 
to hivt sc Died 110 in eaih 
inning of ' It si ind he 
now joins (i IV iskai tlvdc 
Waliolt Ikrbiit Sutcliffi 
Georgi III adit V and (>reg 
Chappell as tht onlv 

tnektters to have twite 

scot;td i lenturv m each 
innings of a lest 

But enough of Allan 

Border Indians will have 
heard enough ol him bv the 
end of Oitobcr I predict' 

With the first two 1 osts 
of this senes fuushing in 
draws Allan Border s 




I' 

Glenn Turner was reluctant to admit that Border is 
one of the greatest Tc st batsmen 


achievements are perhaps 
the most notable part of the 
senes but the other was 
an innings of astonishing 
power from Martin Crowe 
m the second lest Vivian 
Richards once described 
him the most prodigiously 
talented young batsman ui 
the world After seeing his 
137 you would have to say 
Viv was not wrong 

forced to retire hurt 
when struck flush cm the 
face by a wicked brutish 
lifter from Australia s 
answer to Joel (lamer 
Bruce Reid Crowe 
resumed his innings on 51 
and prcKteded to dismiss 
the Austnliin bowling from 
his presence is if it was so 
much confetti BIchxI 
oozing from eight stitches 
under i bindigc a bruise 
fumiirgaciosshislice ind 
a he id ic lung so ih it it w is 
difiic ult to run he stiuck 10 
bound II Its IS he idvaiiced 
his seme the luilher 49 
runs he nc i dc d to note li his 
tourth 1 1 si (Intui\ 

These nc the highlights 
of the senes the lowlight 
would he the sight of (. raig 
McDermott who has all 
the potentiil ot i \oung 
1 ilk e struggling to find 
form ind stay in the lest 
team 

Perhaps he tan be 
eompired with >oui own 
Laxman Sivar imakrishnan 
and Mohimmed 

Azharuddin both of whom 
swept onto the 1 1 st stage 
like a blazing II ille\ s 
Comet md who soiin 
retreated into the colder 
outei limits 

1 his month s ssue of 
Austrahin (ncAef 

magazine launc hed a 
blazing itt le k on moek‘m 
tour itineianes and the 
problems thee cieatc foi 
anyone tr\ing to build a 
lest eaieer 

Whit about tint 
pointle ss hrst I e st 
betwe cn Austi ili i md liidi i 
in Adelaide which was 
virtually match prae Ue e lor 
the tounsts so truncated 
was the programme of 


le id up mu W h 
hmee did tin* iice \)ju 
md 5iva \ it \ i Ihtc 
didn t ge t ml ge i t« 
whole se ison \ lew moic 
itintrines hi tint md 
thc\ will be libelled duel 
and discarded is oiu 


c iM c III le I 
it will b the III c 1 )i 
tli ^u trill n ir lull m 
Sf|lctnbet mel fJelobtr 
cIkk the It lie 1st two 
irtliniuiin three div 
g me with one it the 
111 4 ltd ot the tour 


?*: 

the Aubti iluin pin 
other than liorde r who 
play for Essex dunn^ l 
northern season tiu \ c i 
ccHnc from wintry Au tr I 
and be expecleel to be t 
peak form after a handlul ol 
match days 

Ihere will be no point 
takmg inv more than 1 
players because the lead 
up matehcb must he 
reserveid for the 
established Test players to 
get fit So the opportunity 
to blexid a young spinner in 
the game s most perfect 
environment for such 
tradesmen IS lost And then 
we h ive to put up with the 
wlunge When ire* all the 
voung spinners'* 

( jIi nn 1 ume i blames the 
absurd itineianes for most 
of New /e il md s problems 
in finding replaeements fur 
estiblished players like 
ilidict Cliitlield and 
C iitns md puls the 
Vusli dun lime r 11 V at the 
toil of the complaints list 
We Ind so lew other 
ginus md because we 
we re e omiiig out of wiiite r 
w( Il id to use the k id up 
ginies t gel our 
I st ibli h d plivei into 
tonn I hen no 

opp 1 1 iiiitc to bloexl 
pl ot I (i mug the tour nor 
IS ilu Wt I Indie s the iifdft 
plie< t inlioduce new 
plot I Wild hipiiencd to 
(itii Ini III Singh in the 
Wt st Indit S'* So thit leaves 
1 11} I md 

1 unii t Ins put Ills finger 
on tin pi obit III I cH)k at 
till Wtsi liieinns Althou^ 
tlicc lit voung will II they 
enter till se|u id the v have 
t spent nee Ilicir new 
IMc t me ri C ourne) Walsh 
T onv (ir i\ and Patnek 
I’jliervm nc all in the 
till It < II Iv i2Us but have 
se ccnl se isems of (■nglish 
((juniiv cricket betund 
then where thev have 
< onibmi d the ir natural 
lithe IK s with tilt skills of 
I he giirK David Gower 
must be wondenng at the 
ge iieriisrtv of sueh a move’ 
Mml Meagal In Ai utnHn 
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lovercame the pain barrier 

Emil 7;ilopek iclls Novy Kapadia in an exclusive interview 


"NOWN 
^or th< 
Ibe man v 
possiblt tr 
ably ihi ^ 
ever In 
ni 


qympi 

His n 


K nown > ('• i xprtss 

or th< ' ' > (iiiotut or 

)| I) Ik <1 tht tm 
I il / ilopt k IS ar(m 
I tif (lisiamc runner 
II ( it( (I he won four 
11 ' one silvc I HI the 
a IS world retoids 
ill) luble winning the 
5,(K)0 utns 10 (KK) metres and 
man m in the 1952 Helsinki Olyni 
pie (tiobibly the sporting feat of 
the < ntury tiK only paratte I being 
Borgs five eonsteutive Wimbleelon 
titks In terns ftf sheer endiiranre 
human will and piessun /atnpeks 
arhieven^nt ge ts the e dge ove r C art 
Lewis and Jesse Owens four geikl 
medal haul in i single Olympic s m the 
sprints shott nliy ind long )uinp 
The btaniina and inte llige nc e ot the M 
year old C/eih wis veibk i Ur 
attended '•hort interview ixtindcil 
from ten mmub to twi hour liom 
10 pm to midnight ts tu nnfiiiltd 
anecdotes tiainuig teilmieiiu tie 
philexuiphy of life and illitucie le 
athleitics always smiling ilu iv m ti 
culating- the (xiarfil gentil kni).lu 
^itopi'k had just flown in fiom 
Calcutta and his iltered diiMituie 
flight meant re le hing I’al im iinioit b\ 
3pm Yet lie talkc?Vl on till muiiuglil 
His wife Ifana attei picking end inik 
Big some relevant eomnienls went to 
sleep His hosts (Ur / dopek'-we it 
iiesl of the state govt mnKnl ot st 
ngal) (l*M numlieis ot Pnhaimnt 
and Student hedention ot Indii tetiv 
istb who arranged the inte i vie w lorgot 
the late hours as me sme nst el iiul 
spellbound they lapped up the woid 
of wisdom from this legend ol ui 
tiiws 

SKIKI SWOKi I) When and why did 
you start taking interest in running 
a sport’ 

EMU /AlOPI K (with a elm kk i I 


neve i wanle d to run I was fou e 1 1 < 
run m> fn st long distant e at the ij^t 1 1 
19 tn I9tl I was bom m Koprivniet 
Moravia September 19 1922 the 
son oi a < irpentei 1 had l«o sisteis 
and six brothtis and so sunival 
ratter than spoit w.is my piioiitv \t 
the age of Ih I moved to /lin md 
wotled as an apprt'nlitje m a sImr 
fretorv ilunng the da\ while itmKing 



Zatopek speaks ata function 


It tk 1 k i| It night I lit It ider 
1 V (I uj in the shoe lutoiv wis 

\ri\ SI 1 i\ nidi n 111 (I ill of us 
topiiti ipic in the I ni cli tntee rue 
on iiK Suiuin 1 vv 1 ingn tl it I bid 
t< I 111 tn iitivitv i did not gtc illy 
1 mov iiid i> III in\ 111 lid V Beirisvtrv 
iiiMV I I i>> »\ tni''ti ition b\ 
iiinnitu I lid ind I is( I mv suipiist 
1 I iiiii se nd ut ot IrIiI >1 ovti 
lUeiiiimicr [lie 1 5UUiinti si him 
pion of Uh pii iiKt -laiv me lun liked 
mv guts 111(1 invited nit toeonie diilv 
to the st idium ind li iin on the ti lek 
I it ling pie 1 ed it I lie iinpoi lance I 
wI-, ge ttuig 1 st irte d going for regu 
III tiaiiimi, on the track I ill then I lud 
never ten ui ithletie It lek 
Did you concentrate a lot on athie 
tics after this freak result’ 

N it le illy 1 lusl got tirttiesled III! 
l‘tl 1 tinned lluiie i week ifter 
weikici) hour Mv traiiuiig wi net 
very intiiisive Uieii lUx KK) nit lit s 
last It pel lions ind IOx2(KI metres 
low niniiing in between M\ Just 
sneee s tame in 1944 wb ii I set 
inhonil II cords in tlie 2 <KKi meties 
I (HHl nelres and S IKK> etus 

What was the most important stage 
in the development of your career’ 

louimg the imiv conpulsorv milit 
arv service in 1915 Huingalwnsled 
a dibciphned life I thrived on the 


dhsi iphntd routine of the army Being 
a national record holder I got plenty 
of tunc to tram and a good cartxihv 
drate diet Imtully trammg was just 
repetitions of long distance runs very 
monotonous and routine I was not 
satisfied with this and having to do 
only what 1 know So 1 decided 
‘trauung shall be learning To wm 
king races speed and stanuna are 
requmed To promote sjiecd Itnedto 
run as fast a& possible for as long a 
distance as pobsible Having earned a 
college degree with ehe mistry ab my 
specialist subject I became interested 
mthe science of athletics Sol set my 
body the most punishing schedules by 
devising new trammg methods and 
noting the way my body reacted to 
tht>m fill developing stamma lined 
not to stop dunng tiaming Slow fast 
stow kt ep pushing the body *o re eciv 
er m the race itself 1 trained myself to 
folkiw such a schedule 
It IS said that you founded the schewl 
of interval running’ 

Msybe but it was haid work Ihe 
concept is diori bursts followed by 
sfc idv t isy paced lunning My motto 
IS run 1 1 st with t iidur me e I o do that 
you must run fist and repeat il many 
tines putmg all your effort ycl 
sust lining vourse If 1 used the 1 1 < tic of 
interval runnmg sudden bursts of 
speed durmg i race to shittei the 
opposition and so intcnil runnmg 
Ir eiine populai is tt lining method 
Any special intensification of train 
ing for the 1948 London Olympics’ 
In the 1916 Puroptan eham 
pionships m Oslo 1 finished fifth m the 
5 (MKl me tits thouf^ I bettered my 
own n itional mark However that did 
IK t interest me as 1 wanted to be the 
be 1 So I intensified my training In 
the cold wintet months heavily dad 
and with thick boots 1 ran and trained 
on the snow covered roads It was 
back to the track durmg the summer 
Foi two years I mtensified my tram 
mg runnmg somethmg hke 60 repeti 
tion of the 400 metres mterspersed 
with 200 metres dunng a day Athie 
tics traming became tte sole purpose 
m my life and I tramed daily This 
helped me reach my peak condition for 
the London OlypipK-ik 
Did you adopt any special tactics to 



win your first ever gold medal, in the 
10,000 metres at the 1948 London 
Olympics^ 

At the London Olvmpits Viljo 
Heino the I mnish world record hoi 
der was the facounte for the 10 000 
metres However on the day of the 
race it was hot and stu kv in 1 ondon 
Memo used to training and running in 
near Polar condition was pertuibc'd b\ 
the heat Rather disconcertedic he 
told me the pact of the race would be 
slow and that he would not do anv 
front running In the lap i k e I 
plannid an average of 71 second jier 
lap and 1 knew the woild rcioid ind 
gold medal was mint So 1 isktd m\ 
coach to show me some sign horn the 
stsnd altei cich lap ti indicate 
whether I was runnim, is jui scht 
dult 

As 1 was Minning in i red \tsi ind 
white shoii*- I asktd linn to w i\t 
white sh()il> at me it m\ timing w is i 
planned ind ted 1 1 wini me it nn lip 
I tiiniiif, w Is below s<htdiik Conti in 
lt> expect It ms the tan did not si m 
I slowlv Vil|< Ihmosctoff It I busk 
p«e I toilowed bit did not In to 
(Mitiit the leidcis met iciiHined 
jn 1 hi id ol the ptek 1 hough I tell 
thil I had lun i slow Up m\ loieli 
e ived the while shoUs il me Ihis 
I ipptned in seven) Ups 1 still fell 
ihit 1 w IS not luniuiif^ tisl irid thought 
Ill i\ Ik mv I o It h ti id got e onfust d ind 
w IS not showing me the (iropei signs 
llov c v» I m the ninth lap he wived 
the ted \e st inciie iliiig mv Up timing 
hid U t n slow Suddt iilv J tell i suige 
of lonfideiiei is mv eoiih had not 
eited LoiilideiU ol my stainiiia I 
aiceleiited in the lOth lap ind tenik 
the lead Viljo Heino diopped belund 
and hv the Ibthlip exhiusted trying 
to Itep up with my udeleri buists ol 
siKe 1 the I inn weaiilv dropijed eiut ot 
the laee Ihe heat hid tiken its toll 
and the runner wen tind I ke ol up 
mv slow f ist low ti e hnu] le iiid 
seKin there wis notxKlv neat me A 
Knlish ti KI (tie dl sheiutcd ind said 
that Heino is out no,v you an on 
v< u own 1 ft It I was going to win but 
wanted to do it ii grind style So I 
unleashed a s])eetaeu)ir burst ind nn 
home an tasv winne i n i world rceoid 
Imiing eit 2^1 nuns /) b si e onds 
Your reactions after your first ever 
CNympic gold medaP 

To tell you the truth 1 did not 
expect to win and definitely not win 
so easdy 1 felt glad that inv Irainmg 
methexis had paid off and that the 



regiihi inteiv ii running hid improved 
r IV st imm i ind speed so mue li th it I 
ouli ill the woild s liest distinee run 
iitis 1 ilso nalised mv irunised 
nspoil ibiliU now lor in even iiee I 
would hive to miinlnn m\ eountiv s 
piestige md mv re put ition isev«r\ 
body would w mt to be it m Olvmpit 
ehimpioii 

You were a favourite for the 5 000 
metres at the London Olympics 
What happened^ 

(With I sigh ind tiaees of i bitlei 
smile) 1 wa too overeonfident I 
thoiight I would win the '> (KKI meties 
e isily So 1 did not taetie illv pi in oiil 
the 1 lee but lust laii A laet is w m in 
the mind and toi me spe 11 ilh t i ti 
ai( very unixirtuit is I do not pe e 
gre It nituiil speed Ivpieil ol the 
fickle Piilish we Uhei it was i wind 
and rnnv d ly wlii n we i in the i 00 > 
metre s liml Ihc tiiidei trick bci him 
miiddv ind striding involved e\ti i 
strength As I bee imt i fioiii iuntie i 
It was quite emigv sipping md mid 
wiv thiough the nee I bci tmt tiled 
md eould not mikc i burst c t spee d 
Helgiunis tiiston Ricff wlo tin i 
tactic il race e niii trom he hind ind 
ovcrtexrk me nt ii the end I did not 
hive the eiteigv to elitse him ineJ o 
at (Ik bell he me leased the pue md 
widened the gip 

lowirds the end J did ehise Inn 
and neatly eaught up but it wis pxi 
late My coach eludecj me alli rw iris 
saying tmt if 1 had planned inv laie 
better 1 iould have won iiiother gold 
medal I his Sliver medal m the > IKK) 
melies was an ideal I ssem never 
take VK tory for granted and alw iv s he 
taetieally akrt 


After your Olympic triumphs did your 
lifestyle change in Crechoslovakia^ 
No nil! ]ll\ I e Iiioved ihe ills i 
plineei hie in the i'!ii\ mi iinilined 
thiie M Milk mil t cni iKin Cot 
|xn il met when 1 le 111 llwi iMeioi 
1 \ I iiiMled i( I ( I 11 nliet ol the 
\iiriv |KHl III III wir 1 th< Diikli 
ind Mil e MI <1 I \ I e I (Dim 


wile It this |i n till I \ I 
luishilil elitlie lept 
I mil with mil mt imi I 


till ue t to M 

I line Ml 1 1 M 
some III II 

I I I Im I) I \ II I 
I ti I ill I III 

I il M t 


I p I UK rx i 
pt iiiilmi iikI 
111 I III I t 
I )i I i( 
I ir 
the 

1 (Ilk 
I I II )W 

e put 
n I e port ibih 
I In Sind Hut 
I till down 


I 11 III « I i in Sind iiut 
I’ il It I till down 

I II I II II (ilv Ixiiii iitigiii il III I I \ 

II III 1 1 1< I III II e I li) I he 

'Ol w I veI 1 I Miiul (1 Will II 1 
le lijiiied iioMe e ill n k pt iSiding 
me wliv lit V III t)Kl xm 

sivme \oi II mill n nt Itnii 
Mt I Ih < le I ke))» I 1 I goroiis 


sivme \oi II mill n nt Itnii 
Mt I Ih < le I ke))» I 1 I goroiis 
It imiiie 

Old you have any special training 


diet’ 

(H Ih I) I 

Mt e I e t \ 
ee lie ii l< 
\<m I II* w I I. 
bill wall I I >1 
hn i<l M t « ' 
live Im thtowe i S 


I I mil ugh) No, 
I I I» m I adek t! 
il I II th it s all) 

I i lie smiple fexx) 

II ixrhy (Irate s like 
1 il Dina being i 


1 ne Im thtowe i S I i prote in ne h die t 
Did you think you could win the 
imossible treble at the Helsinki 
Olympics in 1952’ 

See ing the |erogr mime 1 was tonfi 
dent f)n the first dav there was tlie 






EmR MMlOiHiaZatopak at DumDum airport 


1( (N» mttus tinal, the third day 
h< foi Iht ‘i (KX) metres, the fifth 
(i I (KX) mt trt s final and on the 
tii;hthdav tin grin llinfi marathon As 
1 lijd siiffHient rest and an adequate 
ri 10 very pi*nod In fore each race 1 
Kiuw 1 roiiid win After all 1 had 
bioktn the world record for the 
10 (XX) nitlrti thrice ui four years 
between I ondon and Helsinki and I 
was t uro|je in champion m both I (KX) 
and UMKKI me (us Also I inland is 
the home of longdistance running and 
1 was inspire d to win at Helsinki Dana 
was also my in j>ii itioii She said now 
you luvi to wm the gold menials for 
us I’nor to the Helsinki Olympus I 
w IS tr lining hv running 4Ux4(K) 
metres at a list pace daily and my 
ri'ults weie improving 
Any special memories of your triple 
ge S medal feat^ 


think they would be keen enough to 
ehase me Heiweve r mv inte rval tram 
mg paid off 1 agam put m a bur^-t of 
speed and tank first Our jov w is 
complete as next day Dana won ihi 
gold medal m the javelin lliiow Now I 
was on top of the world So 1 sterte d 
the marathon a race 1 had neve i won 
before m my lilc m a liappv frame of 
nund 

I had great respect for f nounti Jim 
Peters of Ingland weanng vest no 
187 Marathon running is a ntual it is 
a running icligion where [Kople line 
the streets to wave to the brace 
lonely men I winled to do well so 1 
asked Jim Pettis foi idviie He siid 
pace yourscll this is what I did but 
Peters did not follow his own itKice 
He set off at i store hmg pan and li d 
at the 10 kilomctic niiik bil soon 
faded Iht Swede (lU tilljansson uid 
I overtook him at the ’<) kilometre 


more expenente than us To feel pam 
IS a wammg that you are deang too 
much but (with an expansive gesture) 
It IS lUst a wammg neit the end of 
energy It is *^he sensitive nerve 
system announcing fatigue The 
motonc nerves till give the order to 
run I strove to make my motonc 
nerves active md my sensitive 
nerves p<issivt Intc rval training g^ve 
stimulus to ni\ inotone ni rves Men 
tal deUrmmatum ind quick recovery 
periods kept me geang on w^hen the 
bodv eiied out to test Ihus I over 
came the pain bamei 
What m your opinion makes a cham¬ 
pion, genetics, facihties.diet, train¬ 
ing or a combination of these fac 
tors’ 

Motiv ition and me nl il dc termination 
Races ire won md ehimpions are 
made m the mind of tin individual 1 
be lie V e m a hai d litc md not too much 
luxun md eomfort is it makes you 
sott It IS not jusi faulities which arc 
iinpoi t int 

look at AfiK ) thev hive had all 
time gre it runners like Bikih \ifttr 
Kcino Heniv Rmo md now Aouita 
1 leilities there Tit not compitible 
with the re ulls le hie veil I hey sue 
eetd becausi tht\ iie used to the 
hard concbtions >1 lif< If vou do not 
trv to be tired mil lie content to be 
hipp\ with lointori ibic pursuits 
Huicing inel suigiiig then vou cannot 
reach the lop hni mii'-l choose the 
h ird (onditioris in liii ci I list d to pam 
and onlv then i m \oii iinpiove and 
motivate \oui tit to st les^ 


Ye plentN Ihe good n<ituied Fin 
rush (Iowe! gave me a big ovation 
when I liiu d up fur the II) (X)() me tre s 
fukil I h id to win m stvk so 1 shot mto 
the le id and notKXly could eateh me 1 
averaged /I seconds per lap and did 
the last I Ip III 64 seconds to wm in an 
OlyrnpH leeoid timing ol 29 mins 17 
sc e Silvt^r meekillist Alain Mmiuun ol 
I tame w is KX) metres fx.h]nd I he 
‘ylKMl metres fiiwl liad inanv kgen 
dirv athletes tire favourite Herbert 
St hide (West (itnnany) Lhns th.ii 
wiv ((fit at Bntam) Alain Minioun 
(1 111 ) 11 ) and 1948 winner Ciaslon 
Ktift liiigiuni) 

My lulu we It to kitk (metcast, 
spe t d) it til be 11 KX) metie s from the 
finnh 1 I did not have the basic speed 
to match the othe rs in the last spnnt 
Ibis plov sueeccKhkl 

I w IS kadmg but at the lar curve 
t iiw i\ md Mimuun agam overtook 
nw muih to my surprise as I did not 


mark At the turning point 1 felt fie sli 
and sme e it was lihiI and cloudy md 1 
decidt'd not t<» stop (oi lemons or 
water I soon oveilook (lustaff i ms 
son and saw the victoiv lowti near 
the stadium which mspired me to 
ke^ep running 1 finally won in r new 
Olympit reeoid of 2his 2? mins 1 2 
sees 

Which yictoiy gave you the greatest 
satisfaction’ 

All of them as they enabled (./eehe ^ 
lovakia to win three gold medals 
However (m a more serious tone t the 
greatest satisfaetum was lint I he Fin 
nish people started tallmg me / ilu 
which m then langisige is i tetin ol 
affecUon meaning a fairy t ile like en 
ding The athletic s wen Id loiisideied 
my feat meiedible 
How did you conquer pain and men 
tal ftrtigue during training’ 
(GesticulaUng but with a senous cx 
pression) 1 have great respeet for 
nature and learn fiom it as nature has 


Your views on big money payments 
to star athletes now’ Any pangs of 
envy’ 

(1 hinkmg dt e 1 1 t e t ue tt plving) I 
hebevt tint ni I il\ i it bid to give 
spoitsmenni ne\ l)ul sponsor', must 
riiiKinlti llnl then itc not only 
ilninpion hut ilso young beginners 
It w lulel be more dernoeiatic to 
spit lel the mone V iround nd eieatt 
kite I faeilities 

I am m egalitanm and a democrat 
mil believe that a few people should 
not hog ill the money We must learn 
to shatt In 1917 at Bans 1 won an 
mternationil cross country laee and 
was given 16 (M)() francs to purchase 
presents m a departmental store To 
maintam niy miate ui status 1 just took 
a present worth 1 “KK) Irancs the 
amount permitle d and the n re quested 
the orgamsers to share the rest of the 
money amongst other competitors 
(prize money was only given to the 
hrst eight finishers) 






SportsworM 

Ramash Krishnan 
cam* up with soma 
unbaliavable tannis to 
upsat Tomas Smid and 
giva India a 1 -0 laad in 
the 

india-Czachoslovakia 
Davis Cup tia. But 
skipper Vijay Amritraj 
was thrashed by 
Miloslav Mecir to aven 
out the first day's 
procaedings 










A SHOK hAKAMAN 
KAD IS a master in 
more ways than om His 
success with the bat is well 
known bquallv weilad\ci 
Used IS his ability as a 
captain Mankad unnersal 
iy acclaimed as a pen eptn t 
captain could read the 
game like Uie back ol his 
hand, as the populai phiasc 
goes 

Now long aftt r his plav 
mg days Mankad retains 
acUve assoc lation with the 
game, though in a differc nt 
evenpioneeting wav 
Mankad is a c ticket expe rt 
coach consultant proft s 
siunal maniger Mankad is 
also a busint ssnian 
marketing ctickt t c lothc s 
equipinc nt iiid the game 
Itself 

He began b\ coaching 
>pungsteis I his c onsul 
tanev sttvKc wasuniciuc 
in cone (ptioii Apart ti oni 
the usual net piacticc Man 
kad organise d k c turc s de 
vised spe citic fitness sc he 
dults screened video 
films installed ilxiwling 
«nac hint h\t d matt he s - 
even got hi stude nts 
jobs 

■ I realised Ih it a lot of 
peojile we rt kt t n on learn 
mg the game he said 
mode stlv I look the m on 
for all lound de v e lopme nt 
be t mst I c ould he Ip the m 
Mankadbcc inie consul 
tant to various tc ims and 
late r St If led d.ibbling in tlie 
niaiiulac tuie of eiicket 
equipment Hiscoinpanv 
VM Spoils nunc cl aftt 1 
tathei \ moo M ink id stum 
maikeli d high qu ilitv b it 
ting shoes with iubb> i 
studsandcitlRi sundiv pro 
duets not e a^ ih iv iil ible in 
India 

I his IS basie ii'v busi 
ness Mankad said but 
as 1 Itavt plav t d the i amt 
for so long 1 know wliat 
thepldvers want 
Last season Mankad 
took on the Mi’ Kanji team 
as a consultant 'Mv 
assignment w as to le vamp 
the team make it mote 
effective and improve the 


Capital Notes 


performanet 1 hav e Ik t n 
given thiee veais to In tUr 
MP s pe rfonnant ( m 
the Ranu 1 rophv 
loathievi this M ink id 
sacked till oldei plivti'> 

( thtv li id littli inotiv itiun 
toimpit've ) ind indue led 
voungei ones ( the v II li ivc 
even thing ihtadol 
them ) AsKaka abhois 
slac ktu ss in the held slug 
gishmovt rs were sum 
manlv dropped I’liver 
who are leg and leg (pcKii 
iitkk IS that is) should not 
be playing at ill M inkad 
lelt 

Fertomi ince veivonc 
wa*-told wisp 11 amount 
Re pul ilions do not matte i 
Mank id sit down with the 
bovs to devise stnlegv ind 
till ensuing game plan was 
'ompuhe nsivt to the e\ 
tent that bowlers weie 


given charts with he Id 
placements Iht opjHismg 
batsmen were re allv pul 
undei 1 mieioseope 
Maui thrust ap «I from 
Iwsie ene ket input was 
p vehologieal Hit liamt ol 
rnind of the plav e rs av t r 
Mankad is ol vit il impoit 
lilt L \ ou must give e onfi 
deiui to pi IVels so that 
thev believe in themselves 
Mottovei 1 ilcist sludv of 
the plavtIS mind enables 
voti to unde rst ind and util 
ise Ihemliettii 

I o such til itmcnt phv 
11 s le sponded quie kiv 1 he 
pertomiaiu e pie ked up with 
Aluktsh Salmi (a left hind 
hilsman) ind Hrwani 
(oithndox It g bit ik) 
txtellmg Ihivatttxtel 
le nt prospt i ts said Man 
kad Both ate talented 
disciplined and hard 


working 

MF failed to make t>i> 
kntH k out Raiiji st ige b it 
that IS because tht tt iin 
piesently ts still in a flux 
Mankad howevei is sure of 
positive results. Just givi 
us tiomt more time*’ he 
said 

AMANLAMBAslor 
tunes this season have 
made an ama/ing tuin 
aiouiid In the hegmning he 
was. ovt riooked bv De Ihi 
1 lie advent of nt w o|jener 
Asliwini KapcHM foi the 
Kastimii game gave Raman 
the shivers Tfieii gradual 
Iv ht oven amt flit set 
back and t lawed hi'' wav up 
oiite again with some use 
lui seines 

Against Maharashtra in 
the Ranji knot k out Raman 
t xe tiled fumsc II with a 
inaivelloustffoil Ht 
sftoke d a sparkling double 
bundled that st tiled ill 
aigunu nts and install 
taneouslv piopellid him to 
wards the lutirmal S)>ot 
light 

larnvervhippv Ibis 
knock h l^ giv e n mt a lot of 
contidenee said i Ik Jininj 
Raman I h ive be c n w iit 
ingfoi this fill loiu 
i)espite tilt tit IIV Ri 
minsbi'-iL ibilitv wasntv 
ti m doubt ll> '•wt nt ml i 
lilt |M)wi rtul Delhi side 
itver il VC ais igo while -.till 
iniolligt and made goiKl it 
onte bmii lluii mtvirv 
Fanjiseason RlInlnhl^ 
sc on d 11 mdse nu Iv 
In the hishle iguc (bi 
plavstoi NoitliDown) Ri 
man has u Inc v c d e onsidt t 
abit suicc s \s tlic pio 
fessicmai m I tu iclc I mi 
n quire ci to do t v c r vtinng 
I his It spoil-.11111111 h IS rial 
ly bt 111 fill fl me Bt c aust of 
the pH s-.uie mv batting is. 
moif ilisc iplini d All Iht 
bills have been cut out 
Ac imbativt bloke Ra 
mam i fightei lit is 
fiet el mbitious and this 
mtiiisc dtsirt tosiieeted 
make ‘ Imn give off his best 
to outdo the others 
AmritMMlwr, 

MatrlMM 



I 


Ashok Mankad cricket expert, coach, coneultant, 
professlonei manager 
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D U‘'K w is dtwentliiiK. in thi 
Ass mi Kiflt*, (itound With it 
sense of It lit, t Iht X\l\ Intti stu 
Senior Nitionil ■\tlilttit Lhimpionshif 
was about to lunu to lu end mil vvt 
weit iiiiipt tint 1 most exhau'^tiiij. 
assignment \ms ill but ottr 
Ai» H t il t t itainlv w is not the bt st 
plait 1 1 hold tht N itioiials Us mb is 
Uu tint w IS m idt tpi itt Its ott,misi 
tioml t ipibilitit s suspeit Besides in 
the seioiid week of Miiih its ilunate 
IS too t \ ititi itmglt hot loi in impor 
tint spHtmt, I'ent \s I temdeied 
ab ut tilt u III dm inv tile me It I felt 
sorit 1 11 til ithliIts whowtn toiling 
di\ 111 iiitldw lul limit I I storthing 
sun 111 Ihtn iwn pii\ itt puistiit of 
txitlliiitt \I1 tht t thoughts weie 
still l)otlit lint, nil IS stood there in the 
ttiiiit f till iioimd witthmg the 
lilt it UK I (I St md tmiig to 
IS tss iht t,ims \uldtd in it turn loi 
lilt hird hip 

It Inppiiitd iu I thin 1 tlianitd 
upon 1 If ht til It I iptuu d tht t sstntt 
o1 this Hum lilt 111 1 siw 1 gioiip of 
Si liiHil l)o\ s t )|>\ ing iht w mu up 
gtsluii s (1 the ithlttis who stil' 1 id 
to tikt put in tht list lew tetilts of 
the tiutl It w IS I It Million Hit 
set (Is h id bt < 11 sowrn ont ntedt d no 
statistii s to pn M th it tht nu tt was a 
sui ct ss 

Ss tht sit nano unfoldtd on Ihi 
morning of Miith ^ theit tnitietd 
two distinit lot il point >1 itluilion 
tht jxiloiminti it tli tip mt htis 
on the ont fund in) Iht td its of the 
le set miitil outfit ofliti Iht gap 
bttwtiri tin tw v is jnl\ too palp 
iblt 

l>t split I ,1 ot lilt tnitrgtnte of 
c new brttd if stiis theie was no 
su< il < dent in liulk 

Iht It w 1 oiih ont ixteption One 
bright \oung min b> tutui ot his 
sterlmg {K tfonii lilies hi ought ibout i 
flash ot biillimet m in itmosphctt of 
mediiKiitt \shis Miiidil of Btngal 
was Iht mill 1 tht IdSb senior 
nation il ithieli 

H w IS th iilv lilt i< show some 
promist \l iht im iiii nt hi is India s 
btst btt loi till fiiluit lommented 
Kutt\ the tit bt lit d < o II h of M D 
Valsainnu Ht si i ms to bt a natural 
athletf md he t urls himself miking 
the most of his i ihlies 
Wrh It tit do vou 11 ed to bti ome a 
itumpion itlik It < Ilf ed with a strong 
physique iiid di tp it serves ot stami 
na Ashis Moiidal has aiqumed a 
flowuig st>lt m Iht 111) mhurdles He 
takes tht m on with cflortltss ease hts 
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Si>()T Report 






Bahadur Singh going atrong 

rhythm well svnihronised to the de 
mands ol hio pit tvtnt 

His ntattsi ri\ il m \Kaitaia was 
Par\tin Joll\ of Delhi \il another 
talented hmdkt who niKotiates hur 
dies with Rit del i onsislem \ than the 
lesi ol the liid Hut Mondil pipjied 
him in 1 split e i orid hui st ol speed to 
make the mens 110 rn huidles an 
ele eti if inj? i \p( i le m« onit kind of 
ranU in mh miets 

Wluk on the subjeil of technique 
Valsamina still ciijovs in e dge over afl | 
othci hoiit lunniiiK hiiidlcrs in the 
count!\ Mie itie lUs moss the hur 
dies d 1 unitoim speed ind in un 
biokin -.tilde t'obblim ij' the dis 
tance almo-.t is sveift) is she does in 
a flat run II w i i toi«){one i ontiusion 
that she w I'd be the undisputed 
queen ol tin 100 m hurdles with a 
timing o' 11 1 sets followed by Ben | 
gal s Kuin Kum Mondal 14 I 1 anul 
NadusS 'tasiiim Saifuddin 14 6 and 
Raj want Kaur of I'unjab 14 7 
But Valsamma has a disadvantage ! 
The longer the r ice the slimmer her 
thances ol ,utttss esix-cially if her 
celebrated rival P 1 lj»hd is also in 
the running It is mathematics ex 
plained Valsamma s toach Kutty, 
"Usha enjovs a eleai advantage over 
Valsamma thanks to her height To be 
precise there is a 20 cm differente in 
the stride of tht two Natur^V, the 
longer the race the more Valsamma 
loses ground to I sha You saw how 
she won tht lOOm huidles and then 


L_ 


On target: Reeth Abraham on har 
way to the haptathion title 
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Spcn’ Report 



9hlny Abraham 800 mta champ 

lost to LJsha in tht 4 iKhii liu-dles In 
(act even tnouvli •'li* lost it was 
creditabU tliat \ il iiiiiiii tiiii )itd so 
closi to Ushi 

However tht liinirif, >1 t> III iht 
Kerala fttrls in tiu tlHlin liuidli w i'> 
not very tiitoni if me In lit lor 
Valsatnnu iS b set wi i lUiei lis 
appouitinK Hci linint slnik it U I'-t 
have been m the \ieiiiit\ of >/ > 
wlue h she i loe ke d c u iii i \ hile the 
Winning time ol >/ I loi I In re 
fleeted some IkK of ttfoil 
But Kuttv IS eotilide lit (h a ii [lupil 
twill soon make it h )(> see Sht h is i 
fierce compttitne itliliidi (iitint 
urge to do better tli in lu i ii\ i s 1 h s 
quabty has aituillv sinitd mt tlii- 
trouble of douig iiiv |is\eh(l ei il 
training for hei efutwiuih li Inks 
ao calm and eixii hut d m t iu(if.( hei 
by her appear me es ^ all Ii lU 
eeived, Kutti ‘aid with t he irtv 
llaug^ as Valsammc ill ms* to hun 
smling sh>ly like a selioolpin bting 
praised b\ her Uaehei 

F or the Asiad howt v«. i \ alsT iima 
will be loneentiatinj? solelv on the 
(OOm hurdles coieliKittihi midt 
up his mind Ihit^ the onK t\eiit 
Where we hope to do our he st I sha 
will surelv tiain haid to lenuee het 
tuning whieh sht is quite c ip ible of 
m her tunent foim And Vilsmmia 
will have to work a little hardt t on het 
spruit so that it tan niiteh In i d« \ler 
ity in negotiating the huidlts Hut it 


/ 
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Towards greater heights VijayPtf 
Singh sets a pole vault meet record 






Vl|«y Luxml soms • height of 1 58 mts In the high jump 

should nol tdki htrlonK In'ut I <m 
hopmi? thu ^In will iio])io\( i m idir 
ahlv in titt Iliii)^iloi( m| 

hitlin^'U ii w IS \ ils M n 1 wl ( s« t 
th( ball tolling lot K>iilt lining 
excdluillv in th< ht its ol tin lutnllts 
i\t*nts r\tnttiiil\ It w IS slu who 
madt tht mlust lonttibution ri lur 
states (in«iKtiHi is tlu tt mi him 
pious with HI punts \ III* isiiK if 
Kcialts adsaiuinunt is tin Iwt tint 
tht\ OMI >hadow(.il B(.iit.ii iid 
Mahdi ishtr i who ftiiislu il st irid ind 
thud with 1> ind IS punt n pt 
tivt ly 

I hi issiition b^ huttv tint V il 
satnma would b< dtllii ult to In it in 
shoit tins held koihI wl i n slu 
brushed iside ill >|)po itu n in tin 
KXhn ind 2t)0in sprint Slu };ot 
hirsclfinto i winfiiii). ^ikik liointhi 
hiats ind it tumid i tlnlIn^, ol > M 
St I in till tinil 

Ihi ItKIni spnnt iKo siw in im 
prt ssiM [M rlomi iiu t by M ih ii ish 
trasAnn \\ irton (■nniKtht tine ltd 
Kiialite ihottlnst sht (iiikid 1^ -I 
sei and won tht ijipliiisi ol thi 
(oni iisstuis Slim ind ithlitu sht 
has a 1 lid stvli of runiiiiit, ind nnild 
iincenith tind litisili mioin tin 
heidlini s in tin not too dist iiit tut in i 
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Throwing her weight 
Vijeyamala Bhanot In action ^ 
during the ahot put event 


X/ / 


-gfff 




39 


I 



Maharashtt) also has a spuiUt 
runner in Htrji Nagarwala Hi 
dominition of the l(X)m was total ind 
he loundtd off the event with in 
inipitssue 10 7 sti win over Canute 
M iKalhaes 

In the mens section one of the 
most interestini, events was the 
ISOOm rht eoinpetition in this event 
eentrid around Sitvaiiaravan ol Kar 
natiki Sitnini Sin^h ot Bihai and 
Bhupindei Singh of Delhi tven 
though the raee did not reach any 
great heights Sity iiiiiav in sorted 
out 1 winnuig stritegv lot himself 
keeping to i eonsistenl rhythm which 
helped him to a 3 b win ui an 
extrenielv close finish 

In N Annavi lamil Nadu has yet 
anothei atlilete to be pioud of One of 
the most talked about youngsters in 
the (ountiv it the moment tus imbi 
tion to reach greater heights was 
re fie e te d n his unsuccessful efforts to 
set 1 leeoid ui (he high jump He did 
not se em to In in peal form but the 
pains he took to finish on top with 

3 ()7in served is an example for aspur 
mg youngsters 

The aspii itions of Vijay Pal Singh 
however were fulfilled when he set a 
meet lecord in the pule vault selling 

4 70ni but one of the most colourful 
personalities it the meet was Bahadur 
Smgh shot pul gold medallist at the 
Delhi ^siid Fvenmore inu/ingthin 
his form wis his confidence about 
wmning another gold at the Seoul 
(t inie s I ni li ippv ibout mv per 
toniilines I (lout hive many years 
alie id I f me now but the gold at Seoul 
IS the I St taigct 1 am eager to 
idle VC he s nil jubilantly as he was 
shfi V (1 e (I w ith i ongr ituiations after 
winning with i throw of 17 71 ra He 
his not yet decided whit to do after 
Seoul when hi hings up his spikes 

Ml) be 111 coich I here is a special 
reason foi tint 1 ve noticed that India 
|v getting jjiogKssively ncher in 
athletics tikiit Mavbe the days of 
Indi in e liai ipions ire just around the 
coinci Iflciniiotbe i pirt of it as an 
athle te i would like to contribute as a 
(oacli 

Is Bahadur Singh nght about 
India s athletics potential'' One sin 
cerely hopes so lusl as one realises 
that the whole hearted involyement of 
people such as he will prove to be the 
cataivst which triggers a chain reac 
tWMI 






Rally News 
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The Safari is ready to roar 


F OK t! timt m its 

i4 I the 

Sdf.ii 'll not rumcidi 

wi( I ttr weekend 
]i nil tirbt tune that 
lit ot the world s 
Ust motor rally e\tnt 
hecn lUblied bv 1 (KK) 
I Kilometres to exclude some 
paits around Mt Kenya 
and the Coast 

Ihe ihairniin of the 
Safari Rally limited Nick 
Ng’ang a s iid in N iirobi 
that till cient uould now 
start on 1 isic t Sunday lU 
Maicli and finish on 1 hurs 
day i ^piil hiving eo 
vt ri d only i 000 
kilomitiis instiad of the 
usual ) (KIO 1 his IS instead 
of st.ii ting on I hui sdav 27 
Mart h ind i ndirig on Mon 
day 11 Minh 
Ng uif. a c \|il mu d that 
the swill li lioni the F ister 
wet ki nd li id lu i ii insisted 
U|)on l)> Ilk Inti mat tonal 
Autosport I (dilation 
(I ISA) till Fills based 
luuh wtiiih loiitrols world 
rally i It iinpionships As 
I ISA stipulated that the 
lOHt) wot Id cliaiiipionship 
ralliis liould lx st panted 
by M lie II diys iiistiad 
ol till IS stipuliUd III the 
offii I il 1 ule s till iliangeu) 
date-< yy I tunssaiv since 
between lilt killy ol For 
tugil ind the Kiiiya latly 
thiic Will only 1/ days 
he (xplaiiH (I llowivei 
N^aiiga said 1 IS'li has 
igiicil tint we (dll return 
to the tiidittoiiil Faster 
title s loi the 108( and 1088 
eymls 

Despite the eliailges 
N ing 1 insisted that the 
I illy \ oitld let nil its tm 
Ml U Hum inel pioud title 
' woilds greatest 
III > 1 Illy I he ehair 

II in e\l N I Kcuinpanied 
In Mil |i III gene lal iiiana 
(siI Mill Doughty said a 
I t I liiid yyuik \yfnt into 
0 II umv )t till eye lit 
I uS II HI e It ineep 
tii n Hu Coionition 


Safori in 1002 when it had 
bee n run by a host ol yolun 
teers giving then time 
freely 

To Hu (dsiiil onliMikei 
the spe 1 1 1 ( ulai iliai iilt r of 
the Mailboio S if in Rally is 
taken for granted Aieoid 
nig to Nganga a lot ot 
hard work g(xs mto the 
running of the eyent and 


each vear tor the last i4 
yeai s It has be i n i un by a 
host of about KKK) yolun 
tee rs who h ivt giye n tn e ly 
of then linie over a long 
weekend ihese yolun 
teiTs inilude eontiul ollie 
ers he tdguailers staff 
radio ope lators pie ssrexim 
officials inlcrpiiters set 
retanes and of course the 


senite crews who keep 
the (ompe titors runnmg ’’ 
‘ Without all these people,” 
he added the Safari could 
not run 

Ihe major dilfercnte on 
the fust leg whtie the cars 
will ha\e travelled a total of 
J 29‘i km is that tor the 
first time in 22 years the 
ears will not be going into 
Mombasa Ihe distance for 
leg two IS 1 252 kms Fhe 
(bstanee of the thud leg is 
1,645 15 kms and the en 
bre distance from start to 
finish is 4 191 85 kms 

With seven al majoi ear 
manufacture i s eonfii ming 
then enliws the 1986 
Mailboio Sdlaii Rally 
already has 50 entries— the 
minimum nunibei ot entiles 
reeiuiied foi a world than) 
pionship I illy 1 Ins me ludi s 
thiee works te ims 
Toyota 1 ineia and Sul) 
am <acli of whom has tn 
Urtd thn e ears 

Otliei woiks teams ex 
pelted to elite 1 arc Lit 
roen who will be bunging 
Hull new Litioen BX loui 
wheel diiye e its Diihilsu 
and (lossibly n li ist one 
Opel foi Rmno Viltomii 
Nissiii ire not tiileiingas 
they lie liiin luig i new 
eat Ik\t yen 

Ilk fiisi works team to 
put 111 their entry was 
loyota who aie aiming tor 
a hit tiiek ui Hus years 
Sdfaii I he Toyot 1 team 
will consist of foirnei Safari 
winne i Bjorn Waldegaard 
with Fred (lallaghei Fiwin 
Weller and (lunlci Wangei 
and ntweomer Lars Torph 
with Bo I hors/elms Hav 
mg won the Salan outright 
for the last two years 
Toyota are deternuned to 
make it three in a row 
With another star driver in 
New Zealand s f*ossum 
Bourne makmg his bafan 
debut It dll adds up to a 
eiassie lontest of man and 
true hine 
W. Wtvahmf 


S Ai \K1 Rally lee Shekhai Mehta had to tun ten his 
lift iteenlly when flu Peugeot 205 he w is testing 
m the Kenyan lountivsidc exploded in a ball of flame 
lilt engine suddenly died Mehtasiid ind is the 
ear tame to i fuill flames stalled le billow tiom the 
engine eemiputinenl in the biek Mehti inel llii 
Peugeot me ell mu from P iiis who w is ilso iii flu e ii 
scrambled out md hid iiist manigeel to lun to t site 
distante when the fuel tank eiuiitiel etneloping Hu 
whole eat in i bail ol lire Within minutes Hv enliie 
vehicle wa‘ destroyed with licit suflieiint to (iiin i 
niagnesiuin yvlie 1 1 nin into a gl iring pool of light md lo 
send litlli live IS of niolten iliiminiiim iiuinnig uios 
the sand Die plisHe bodywork of the e n w is i tiiil of 
bltiek smoke 

Ihe 1 . Ill e ol till liie is still i nusteiy but it hts 
(lukd Ptui’iol splm toeonlislllk P'S6 Sil iii K illy 
Mehta w o to In e listed the i ii evltii i e b osti 
couple ol weeks ind Pi igeol 1 ilbol Spou we ild'n\t 
dexHled will Hut ot not lo entei n Hu In is ot lus 
findings Ilk imnuilnii it ution li m I’tuieois ie m 
Viuearel yvbo was m ehiti^y >t the te t (iiogi miiu 
was ulitl tbit no one Ind been hint 

Il w IS unde isiood BIS do not b ivi iiiotbe i te st e ii 
available iiiil Ilk li ini ollii i lesouiees iie now fully 
committed to tin Swedish KilK hlii this month 
Ihis IS Hie seeoiid lime in a low Peugeot hi\( hid 
one of then •'() >s eU stioye d b\ file while te tine loi Ilk 
Safin Rallv I isi yen Hie eliiyei yy is \n Vitinm 
Mehta w is obyiousK yen disappointed llu 
prospect of due ing Ilk w olid chan ipiori e ir in the S^fin 
wis ol (Oiiise yeIV ippi •■’ing inel born Hie hue Heel of 
the lit yvhkb I iiaef before the liie I w is ytiv 
unpttssed Slid Shekluii Me lit i 

Shekhar Mehta—out of the fray 
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The Safari is ready to roar 
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On managers and managers 

Southampton captain David Armsiroi^ compares managers 
Lawrie McMenemy and Chris NichoU 


L ife at Southampton 
was never going to be 
quite the same once Lawrie 
McMenemy announced his 
retirement last summer. 

Bi^ Lawrie, the high- 
profile manager, built 
^uthampton into the club 
it is today virtually single- 
handed. 

Under McMenemy, 
Southampton won the FA 
Cup, finished in their high¬ 
est Lea^e position (run¬ 
ners-up in 1984) and played 
in Europe. He was an in¬ 
stitution on the South 
Coast. 

Whoever followed in his 
footsteps was bound to 
have an awesome task. 
And the man presented 
with the challenge last sum¬ 
mer was Chris NicholL 
Chris has attempted to 
maintain the feeling of con- 
tinui^ created by Lawrie. 
For instance, Southampton 
still adopt a sweeper sys¬ 
tem and the playing staff 
remains largely unchanged. 

There is one fun¬ 
damental difference, 
however, in the way 
Messrs. McMenemy and 
NichoU operate. 

Whereas Lawrie res¬ 
tricted his invdvement at 
the training ground to the 
Thursday and Friday be¬ 
fore a match, aUowing Lew 
Chatterley and John Morti- 
more to UJie charge for the 
rest of the week, Chris is 
always around. 

Indeed, it could be 
argued that we actuaUy see 
too miKh of Chris. I think 
sometimes a different 
fiKe taking charge of tram- 
ing—and, consequently, 
new ideas—^keeps the play¬ 
ers refireshed. 

Chris certainly makes 
i^ty of noise at training— 
ne is never afraid to shrat 


encouragement or critic¬ 
ism. And, of course, Law¬ 
rie was much the same. 

He appears to be less 
vodferous in his dealings 
with the media, for exam¬ 
ple. But Chris appredates 
that he is still very much a 
beginner in the world of 
soccer management. He is 
finding his feet and does not 
want to say anything he 
might regret. 

Lawrie, with his frequent 
TV appearances and a man 
rarely short of words, was 
the complete opposite. 

Chris, being a defender 
in h» playing days, tends to 
oxicentrate on that depart¬ 


ment first—although that 
might be ,hard to believe 
judg^ by our away record 
Uiis season. But he by no 
means neglects the attack¬ 
ing aspect of the game. We 
practice crossing and 
shooting every day. 

When Lawrie was at The 
DeU, there was never any 
doubt who was in charge. It 
was his persuasive tongue 
that helped lure players 
such as Kevin Keegan, 
Alan Ball and Peter Shilton 
to the dub. 

He is a big, imposing 
man and could make play¬ 
ers feel ten feet taU with lus 
praise. But he also knew 



how to bimg them back to 
earth again. 

Not ^y did Chris have 
to fottow a legend, he was 
also faced with another 
problem. Many of the play¬ 
ers under his contnd viere 
team-mates as recently as 
1983, when he was playing 
for ^uthampton. 

Switching from coUeague 
to boss is never easy. It 
can breed resentment. But 
this has not happened. 
Chris has earned our re¬ 
spect 

Even though I am South¬ 
ampton’s captain and one of 
the most experienced lay¬ 
ers at the dub, 1 still usud- 
ly call him ‘g^er’ or ‘boss', 
^metimes, in private, it is 
‘Chris’—^but never when 
the younger players are 
within earshot. 

Chris can tell us off if 
necessary...he’s certainly 
big enou^! It is a big 
responsibility to land a job 
like Southampton as your 
first managerial post but 
Chris is steping up well. 

And I’m sure Lawrie will 
do a superb job for Sunder¬ 
land. I have supported the 
dub ever since I was a boy, 
and nothing would give me 
greater pleasure than to 
see them back in the First 
Division. 

This season, Lawrie has 
been building the founda¬ 
tions of a concerted assault 
on promotion next season. 
And he is employing the 
same principles that were 
so successful at South¬ 
ampton. 

At Roker Park, he is 
again surrounding Itself 
with several expownoed 

S layers. At The Dell ft jras ^ 
ieegan, Ball and Sultcm . 
and now at Sunderland ft is 
Eric Gates, GeorK Burley 
and Alan Kenned^. ' . . 




Services the strongest 


ilEHER CHANI>. « burly HayiWar 
i« lVI Major repri'-f'nimK the Services, 
^Was declared tlx- Hrsi Lifter at the 
^National WetclulitnnK championships 
?!fhdd at Jaipiu t hand, who holds t^e 
i^whatioiuil I (II d in the 90 as well as 100 
cate,".: i. has improved still furth- 
Per. In tin S«) Kg middle-heavy weight 
f'. cbss I. jiut up a splendid performance 
{* to w • ihc gold medal. In his record 
bre,i .'ig performance he improved on 
i his r cord by fifteen kilos. He snatch¬ 
ed i5U kilos and jerked 187.5 for a 
‘ total of 337.5 kilos. Pritam Singh, the 
’ M inner of the silver medal, was far 
liehind Chand having lifted a total of 
287.5. Though Chand’s performance 
was praiseworthy, it does not speak 
well for Indian weight lifting that there 
is no one anywhere near the class of 
Meher Chand, who himself is thirty- 
one years old. 

The competition in the 75 Kg categ¬ 
ory was closer and far mure exciting, 
with N.G. Nayudu winning the close 
contest. Nayudu and Hamek Sinfdi, 
both from the Railways, had lifted the 
same weight at the end of the com- 
petition. They had both equalled Har- 
nek's record of 292.5 Kgs, but 
Nayudu was declared the winner on 
account of his lower body weight. 

There were a handful of youngs¬ 
ters—Veeramuthu of Tamil Nadu, 

, Nelson Paulraj and Devan—who 
caught the eye. However Muthus- 
wamy of the Services, who had per¬ 
formed unbelievably well during the 
last twelve montlis, was unfortunately 
disappointing at this nationals. He was 
' pipped in the 52 Kg category by the 
national junior champion Veeramuthu, 
Muthuswamy, who holds the national 
record, as well as the Commonwealth 
record, had the consolation of winrung 
the best Ufter of the Year Award for 
1985-86. he is training hard 

for the Commonwealth Games to be 
. held at Edinburgh later this year, he is 
at present well below his best. He 
coidd improve by at least twelve and a 
half kilos. 

Jagmohan Sapra, the four-lime 
national champion in the 87.5 kg 
category, failed to match the power of 
S. Nejson Paulraj. Sapra failed to claim 
any medal in the ovej^ll compeiftion. 
Paulraj snatched. 1^ «Ki jerked 137.5 
kgs for the jH^The silver and 
bronze went ^nHki^in Singh and 
a, Paramjit SfodSHpectively. D. Akhi- 


La it i.ji' 
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TlwB—tUflf oftha l l Mt Ma h er Chand of the Swvlc— 

Ian made international Mahendran bite 56 kg category, participated in the 60 
the dust in the 56 kg category and also kg class. He outstripped Olympian and 
stripped P.C, Sharma of Punjab of his National record holder Tamil Selvan 
title. Akhilan snatched 107.5 and by lifting a total of 250 Kgs against 


jerked 132.5 for a total of 240 Kgs, 
Sharma was placed second and M. 
Kumaran of Tamil Nadu claimed the 


Selvan’s 242.5. Selvan however won 
the Inter-State gold medal. The team 
title was won by the Railways’ lifters. 


bronze. Favourite Mahendran only Services lost tlfo title they had almost 


succeeded ib taking the bronze in the 
snatch. 

Devan, who holds the record in the 


made their own. The had to be 
contented with the silver medal. 
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The last hurdle 

ACE Indian women’s 
hurdler MD Valsamma 
told Ow Hmdu that she may 
retire after the Seoul 
Abi«), “If selected the 
Seoul Asian Games will be 
my last international meet 
1 think 1 have played my 
part well and I thmk the 
tune has come for me to 
retire from the track, “she 



flnsl MIOOtW? 


she added, “ I would like to 
maintain links with this 
great sport ” 

Pnde’s fall 
LARRY HOLMES, the for¬ 
mer World Heavyweight 
Boxing champion and 
Muhan^d Ah had more 
than boxmg in commop 
They never knew what 
humility was But losing 
can bring you down to 
earth Holmes recently 
showed signs that the only 
defeat of lus career— 
agamst Michael Spinks last 
S^tember—has affected 
him 

At his first conference 
smce his defeat Holmes 
said ‘1 want to thank 
Michael Spinks for giving 
me the opportunity to 
redeem myself 
The conference was held 
to pubhcise a heavyweight 
world senes designed to 
estabbsh one champion 
between the three world 
boxmg organisations 
Barker Holmes told 
reporters that he was 
seeking a rematch with 
Spinks, who made a stoo to 
his tad to tie Rocky 
Marciano s record of 49 
straight victones because 
of pnde rather than money 

Star Wars 

EN of the top hockey 
players m Pakistan have 
threatened to boycott the 
tnunmg camp for the 
coming Champions Trophy 
and the World Cup if their 
demands for more money 
and facilities were not met 
The decision was 


amKHmced at a hurriedly 
calM press conference m 
Lahore. The ten players 
are Hassan Sardar, 
Mtxnuddm, Shahid Ah 
Khan, Qaaim .NasirAh, 
Ayad Ahmed, Rashidul 
Hasan, Naeem Akhtar, 
Saleem Sherwam and 
Ishbaq Ahmed 

They said that it was 
deplorable that hockey 
stars were not given 
anything out of the 
proceeds from the matches 
played recently at Dubai 
and Kuwait wdiereas their 
Indian counterparts were 
“handsomely” rewarded 

They demand that the 
daily allowance of players 
be enhanced from rupees 
200 to rupees 500 aid from 
10 dollars to 50 dollars 
abroad, with nnmediate 
effect 

The ten players said that 
the hockey federation had 
on several occasions 
assured them that they 
would be allotted 
residential quarters but 
nothmg had been done so 
far Another pronuse about 
cash prizes m appreciabon 
of their 1982 World Cup 
victory also remamed 
unfulfilled they claimed 

Rematch 

A REMArCH between 
new world chess champion, 
Gary Kasparov and his 
beaten rival fellow Russian 
Anatoly Karpov will be held 
in London and Lenmgrad 
from July 28 accord^ to 
the International Chess 
hederation (FIDE) 

1 he first twelve games 
wiO be m Bntam and the 
remammg twelve m the 
Soviet Union With ten 
weeks play and a week for 
the switch m venue the 
match should last untd 
October 11 at die latest 

The decision to hold the 
competition m two centres 
was made despite FIDE’s 
wish to have the whole 
match ui London 

1 he FIDE President. 

Mr Florencio 



Campomanes dismissed 
reports that his 
organisation had been 
engaged in a power 
stru^^ wtth the Soviet 
federation 

Sharp shooter 

TENNIS star Martma 
Navratilova, who had a 
handg un confisacated from 
her higg^ at San 
Franasco International 
Airport said she had been 
advised to carry the gun 
because of a senes of 
murders and rape in her 
Texas neighbourhood 

The Czedi-bom world 
number one ladies player, 
who hved in Fort Worth, 
Texas, said that she didn’t 
mean to take the gun on the 
anplance She said that the 
madent was an unfortunate 
mistake which she would 
like to forget 



NBvraHlova: giHvletlng 





KeepHig fit tor teraiis 



i f} IN keeping wiih this 
week’s cover story, this 
insUilinerit of fitness 
fhil also devilled to tennis, 
I' i^yed nil over the 
world. I hi- game has 
p irtarteii .'liracting even 
ri' peopli in their forties and 
nftie'- to pick up a racquet 
and inrt stroking the yel- 
• low h-'H across the net. And 
; it no exception to the 
, injury list Tennis also has 
Its share of iiquiics, some 
very spet^l to the game. 
The injuries that we are 
ping to deal with are poss¬ 
ibly the ten most common 
injuries faced by a tennis 



is ‘lateral tennis elbow’. 
Also called the ‘hacker's 
elbow’, it is most common 
in players between the 


ages of 35 and 50. If you f 
are in this age-group mtd |- 
play tennis two to four s 
times a week, and you find | 
yourself getthig pain over 
the top of the ebow, you 
could be in with lateral ten¬ 
nis elbow. It usually de¬ 
velops after heavy play 
wth a very flexible or stiff 
racquet and the pain is 
most acute when hatting a 
backhand stroke. 

While it is an injury that 
sets in gradually, it can be 
set right by merely resting 
the elbow and regular ap¬ 
plication of ice. If the pain is 
really acute, then only is 
there any need for any sort 
of medication. But in most 
cases, rest is enou^. After 
the pain subsides, do some 
exercises to build up 
strength and endurance. 


You could even wear a 
lateral elbow counterforce 
while playing. For the same 
reason, it n^t be to your 
advantage to change your 
racquet or even tiie way 
you play your ground- 
strokes. 

The second on the list is 
tendiiutis shoulder’. Often 
misinterpreted as biceps 
tedinitis, it is most common 
b recreational players in 
their forties. Tbs is much 
more common b male piay- 
m as they tend to put m 
much more shoulder than 
their female counterparts 
and even world class play¬ 
ers have had their share of 
this injury. Coming from 
excessive strain on the 
shoulder, it could result 
from excessive servbg or 
overhead play and even 
from playing with wet balls 
on a rab-soaked surface. 

But the net effect is pab 
b the front of the shoulder 
which is felt most when 
servbg and playing any 
overhead stroke. T& b- 
jury too can be cured by 
chbigbg your racquet to a 
light-head variety and 
checkbg up on your ser¬ 
vice tedmique. 

A very important part of 
your body is the knee. And 
b tenms, the kneecap m«a 


is prone to three afflictions. 
‘Kneecap arthiritis’, 'patel¬ 
lar tendinitis’ and ‘thigji t«i- 
dinitis’ can be enough of a 
handful for anyone and can 
result in pab b the thig^ 
tendon just above the 
kneecap, pain in the 
kneecap or pain b the ten¬ 
don region just below the 
kneecap. 

Any form of sport which 
bvolves a lot of running, 
especially the start-stop- 
tum variety that tennis 
calls for, requires you to do 
plenty of strei^, endur¬ 
ance and flexibility exer¬ 
cises for the thigh, knee, 
leg and ankle. This gives 
your leg muscles the alnlity 
to take all the strab but 
when you do over-strab b 
it is best that you counter it 
by wearing a knee counto-- 
force brace to control the 
awkward movement of 
your kneecap. If the prob-. 
lem lies b your foot, like 
flat feet, you could use a 
foot counterforce brace to 
remedy the pain. 

Another thing that you 
could check out is your 
footwear. It should fit abso¬ 
lutely correctly and a sedt 
outer sole wi absorb the 
shock that would oUierwbe 
bive carried to yom: foot 

I > ■ V 

flV eotWmwd) 
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d To UlMt You! 

BAHAMAS The Editor of 

out early one morning while on hcdiaiy here, for a round of 
go^ and teamed up with two Amencana Asdi^played, 
one of thOT asked hira what he (hd for a living Tma 
foiffnahst," said he, modestly "WeD”, drawled the Amer> 
lean, **I redcon we're m the same professwa I’m a crap 
dealer!” 

Punch With lc« 

BROACH Randhirbhai Naik, the local strong-man who 
packs a powerfol punch is all set for a world record of 
oredong 11 ice slabs with one punch Earlier he has 
broken 8, each 4 Vk feet long and 9 mches thick, and 
smadied two with his forehead He has the punch, all he 
lacks IS a sponsor 


Mcncy Ooesn^ Mirtic His Mafs Qo 

NEW YOmC' Pas<)uale Consalvo, a 59-year-old biKklayer 
and his wife Angelm were celebrating their 37th wedd^ 
anmversary at home watching TV whmi the results of the 
New York state lottery were announced andte realised 
he’d won $ ^ million, makmg him the largest single 
winner m its history “But," said Consalvo, “the money is 
toomudi, and in any case if It makes me unhappy, I shml 
rebim it ” How did he choose the winning numbers? WeD, 
he had no sudden mspuabon He simply oieetded to change 
one of the sue winning numbers to match his son’s football 
jersey—-43’ 


BemieTeilis 









This is incredible’ 

With one hand fifty-four year 
old Sri Chinmoy lifts more 
than his body weight 



bn Chmmoy, who directs 
meditations at the UidUKl 
Nations, recentljr lifted 17D 
pounds with his nght ann-~ 
15 pounds more than hts 
own body wei^ The5'8" 
54-year old bom in 
Chittagong m IdJl, is also 
a noted sbmtual andimr. 
artist and conqfioser. He 
began wei^t tnumng 
seven months ago when a 
knee ugwry cuibiled his 
long tbstance nmmng He 
began trtunitig with 40 
pound weq^ts 

"if he can lift that much 
wei(dtt> then 1% can m^e 
me to break that tong-jamp 
record!” said Ol^ipc 
superstar Cad Levns Lee 
Hanpy, Mr Olympia m 1984 
Md 1985 oommented, 
'fin IS incredibie. 
Becpniae of his age, the 
worn woidd see tins aa 
impossible He 18 an 
inspuratHm to me ” 

Sn Clanmoy was an 
accomplished sprmter m his 
youth who turned to long 
distance running with 
enthusiasm in 1978 He 
sees sport as an mtegral 
past(dtlmspintuallife and 
sdf-inqMTovement to be a 
vital commitment ‘Our 
.goal 18 always to go 
beyond, beTOttd beyond," 
he says ‘There are no 
htmts to our capacity 
Transcendence always 
readies an ever-new 
beginning and an ever-new 
dawn ” 

Thc! Sn Chounoy 
M^raUion Teaon offers 
nwung races, tom 
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Sport Aid 

Geldof again 

H undreds of thousands of people 
are expected to take part in a global 
marathon race m Mav this vear It will 
be run m 55 different cities at the end 
of the week of fund raising called 
Sport Aid 

The race which is being organised 
pmtly by Band Aid and the United 
Nations seems likely to raise 
amounts similar to those collected 
after last summer s Live Aid concert 
when 100 million dollars were contii 
buted towards famine relief and de 
velopmenlal work in Alma 
S^rt Aid was launched at the 
beginning of this month bv a team 
which included Bob Geldof Seb Coc 
Bryan Robson and Bobbv Charlton 
Geldof called for sc hools clubs 
oftices and loc il authontic s all o\ei 
the world to organise parallel unofti 
cial rac c s 1 he week s sporting fix 
turcs 11 p expected to include ippt ii 
ances from most of the world s Ic ading 
sportsmen 

Sport Aid will be inaugurated by an 


bthiopian runner ic ho will light a 
torch from the fire of an Ethiopian 
refugee camp and then run with it 
through 12 Cut ope in capitals and 
arrive in New York on Mav 25 the eve 
of the UN (it nc r il Assembly s first 
special session on Africa 
Befoie the UN headquarters he will 
hght the fire w hu h televised all over 
tht world will be the signal for the 
rat to btgin in each place irrespec 
tne ot the time of day or night 
In each city the course will be lU 
kilometies long to symbolise the 10 
years of effort needed to halve the 
child mortality rate in Africa 

One Champion 

Boxing unification 

I P vou weie asked as to who the 
World Heavyweight Boxing Cham 
pion was today vou will not be able to 
answer Your answet would piobablv 
be of wlm h organisation the World 
Boxing Council the World Boxing 
Assmiation or the International Box 
ing Federation 

But there ate consultations going on 


Sab Co* (toft) with Bob Geldof at the launch ot Sport AM 


ft* 

SPOR 



to have a unified champion A seven 
bout heavyweight World Senes lO 
promoted bv Don King and Butch 
Lewis will bv the summer of 1987 
reduce the three champions to a single 
title holder 

The senes will begin with two fights 
inLasVtfWS On March 22 This 
vear Pinklon Thomas will defend his 
WBC crown agamst Trevor Berbick 
and on Apnl 19 Michael bpinks will 
make his first defence of his IBF Utle 
against former champion Larry 
Holmes 

WBA champion Tun Whitterspoon 
will get into things by facing Frank 
Bruno m May or June and the 
Holmes Spmks IBF winner will go 
against another opponent in Septem¬ 
ber At the end of the vear the 
T homas Berbick wmner will defend 
the WBC crown against yet another 
challenger 

Then in March or Apnl 1987 there 
wiO be a WBA WBC unification bout 
with the winner to fij^it the IBF btlest 
m May or jiuie to product a single 
division champion 

When the extraordinary senes 
ends It will be the first time the 
division has been niled by one man 
since February 1978 when Leon 
Spinks won the crown from Moham 
mad All 

Cool Jog 

Around the wall 

E veryone seems to be running 
A 45 year old Biitish long distance 
runner now a director of a Hong 
Kong health c lub is to attempt the 
first marathon along China s 5 OOU 
kilometer Great WaU 
David Gnffiths a former Common 
wealth Games competitor says he 
plans to make a movie write a book— 
and create history 
He makes it sound quite exciting 
Otiier runners he says Go around 
the local park or round the block Just 
imagine when every step you take 
you know you 11 never see that part of 
the world again 

Gnfiiths who h is ilready run from 
Beqing to Hong Kong will be forced 
to take a wide detour in the central 
section from the walled city of Ihng 
bian in Shaanxi Prov ince because 
foreigners are banned from the region 
bordering Inner Mongolia 
Sporting celebnties including Ian 
Botham (who will be running for 
chanty) will join Griffiths for the final 
leg near Beijing 



50 

5 March England pull 
off an against-all-udds 
win against the West Indies 
in the second one-d:i> in¬ 
ternational at Poi t ol Spam. 
Shortened due lo intermit¬ 
tent rain, the iii.iii h finds 
West Indies s •(iriiif' 229 in 
their .'17 over- fmi a superb 
unbeati'ii (iraham 
GoiH'h le.ids Ills team to a 
five-wiiki'i vMn. 

Thi- Ill'llIIir record for the 
50n’ liuidles is brought 
dovin hv (1.10 of a second 
as Mark McKoy clocks 
seconds while winning 
ins heat at an international 
track and field meet at 
Kobe. 

Martina Navratilova, in the 
wake of her being hauled up 
at San Francisco airport for 
carrying a handgun in her 
bag, adrmts that she had 
been advised to carry a 
pistol after the recent spate 
of murders and rape in her 
Texas neighbourhood. 

6 March The draw for 
the India- 

Czechoslovakia Davis Cup 
tie is held at the Calcutta 
South Club with Ramesh 
Krishnan being drawn to 
take on Tomas Smid in the 
first singles and Vijay 
Amntraj to take on Milos- 
lav Mecir in the second 
singles. 

The tragic death of a 36- 
year-old-woman and her 
nine-year-old son following 
Joaquim Santos’ loss of con¬ 
trol of his car and skidding 
leads to the opening section 
of the Portuguese Motor 
Rally being cancelled. The 
rally will drop the first 153 
Ions and carry on firom the 
second section. 

"W March Ramesh 
Krishnan plays mmired 


tennis to beat Ti 
6-4, 6-2, 7-5and, 
the lead in tte Dg 
tie against 
atCalcul 
howevi 
Milosltv 



%nid 
liidia 
up 
kia 

m tskue as 
staves off a 


late effort by Vijay Amritr^ 
lo win 6-0, 7-5, 6-4. 

Ten leading Pakistani hock¬ 
ey stars including skipper 
Hasan Sardar and Qasim 
Zia, threaten to boycott the 
training camp for the com¬ 
ing Champions' Trophy and 
World Cup tournaments if 
their demands for more 
money and better facilities 
are not met. 


9 March Tomas Smid 
wraps up the Davis Cup 
tic for Czechoslovakia as he 
beats Vijay Amritraj 3-6, 
b-3. 6-1, 6-2 in the first of 
the reverse singles. In the 
other inatch, Mecir has it 
easy against Krishnan. 

The West Indians pile up 
the runs on the second day 
of the second Test match 
against England at f ort-of- 



Hcaan Sardar (In dark ahirt) and his trualad 
hilHMwk Qaaim Zla ara leading the Pakistani threai 


8 March Czechoslova¬ 
kia take a 2-1 lead 
over India in their Davis 
Cup tie as their doubles 
combination of Tomas Smid 
and Pavel Slozil beat the 
Amritraj brothers. Vijay 
and Anand, 6-2, 9-11, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Australia, with a total score 
of 441. annex the Queen 
Sirikit Cup ladies' golf 
tournament at New Delhi. 

In second spot are Japan, 
followed by Hong Kong and 
India. 

The West Indian pace bat¬ 
tery run through the En¬ 
glish batting once again as 
they are skittled out for 176 
in the first innings of the 
second Test at Port-of- 
Spain. At draw of slumps 
on the first day, West In¬ 
dies reply with 67 for one. 


Spain to end the day at 347 
for eight, spearheaded by 
Richie Richardson’s 102. 

M March England, 
I %#223runsbelundon 
the first innings, score 168 
for tliree at draw of stumps 
on the third day of the 
second Test against West 
Indies at Port-of-Spam. At 
close of play. Peter Willey 
and Allan Lamb arc at the 
crease. 

Ric Sayre of the United 
States wins the first Los 
Angeles Marathon beating 
Gidamis Shahahga of Tan¬ 
zania into second place. 
Sayre clocks liis personal 
best of 2:12.59 in tlus inau¬ 
gural event. 

March Pakistan 
I clinch the one-day 
mtemational series against 


Sri Lanka as they beat the 
Lankans by eight wickets in 
the fourth and final match at 
Colombo. Chasing the 
Lankan total of 1^, Pakis¬ 
tan, in a rain-shortened 
match, ease home with 
plenty to spare. 

Marvin Hagler retains his 
world middleweight boxing 
title as he knocks out John 
‘The Beast' Mugabi m the 
11th round of their title 
bout at Las Vegas. 


Ivan Lendl displays his di¬ 
versity as he plays an im¬ 
pressive game of ice hock¬ 
ey in the match between a 
team of former national 
hockey league stars and a 
local police side. Playing for 
the aU-star team, Lendl im¬ 
presses everyone with his 
talent for other sports apart 
from tennis. 



krcnLi mH M r . 
VcrsttHIty 
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ACROSS 

1 Indian hockey player cannot be 
found in the end (1 6) 

4 Cosmetic manufacturers may be 
mistaken for a former England 
captain (7) 

8 Kormer Indian captain ends in the 
singular (4) 

9 Kenyan long-distance runner ends 
in the negative (4) 

10 This Shastri is not a Prime Minister 
of India (4) 

11 Excluding the suffix ing this game 
IS akin to bowls played on ice by 
teams of four players each (4) 

12 The Billy Bunter of South Afric an 
cricket indicates that he is a debtor 
(6 1 ) 

14 Greatest American athlete of all 
lime’ He comprises an alternative 
(b 1) 

DOWN 

1 Migrt or could for an English 
batsman after the War (3) 

2 The match India might have been 
playing in Australia it the fixture did 
not specify that it was under the 
lights (3) 

3 Middlesex and England batsman 
with the nicknan e of Patsy (7) 

5 Barefooted marathoner (1 6) 

6 Denis Compton s celebrated 
partner (6 1) 

7 Lancashire and England opening 
batsman n'ckname Foxy (1 6) 

12 What a punter lays at the 
racecourse (3) 

13 Boxers Louis and Frazier 
ascending (3) 


Quiz 

RaniH Gho9« 


QUESTIONS 


1 Wh/ is the Casino in Newport, 
Rhode Island famous in the history 
of tennis ’ 

2 Who IS the first athlete to throw the 
favelin beyond the 100 m mark ’ 

3 Which internationally famous 
sportsman is nicknamed Albatross 

7 

4 Who IS the first swimmer in the world 
to have covered 100 m in less than 
49 sec ’ 

5 WhatisAIPS’ 

6 Who IS Lang Ping ’ 

7 Who are the all-round champions 
(men s and women s) in world 
gymnastics now ’ 

8 What IS the popular name of the 
Korean stick lighting game ’ 

9 Who IS Florencio Campomanes ’ 

10 Which mark (in round numbers) is 

the immediate target of lop tnple 
jumpers of the world at the moment 

ANSWERS 

saiieuigi Of 

ssago ipuoiieujaiui joj Apoq 
BuiujaAob agj agj jo juapisajd 6 

opuoM^aei 8 

ySSnsmjOMloq miuagoinx 
eiiejeiM pue Aagojazoiig Ajjiiuq / 
jaiieqAejiOA 

upiuoM asauiqo snouJBj g 
uoijeioossv 

osajd sjjods |Puoi)eujaiu| g 
(VSn) ipuoig pew p 
(9Hd) ssojQ jaegoiw f 
Luppstod IP P96t 
0? A|nr uo aio 08 ui frOl uijaAef 
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Bridge 

Bom Schopiro 

Crans Montana has established itself as 
one of Switzerland's leading winters- 
ports resorts it also stages aiguably the 
finest bridge tournament of the winter 
season Tlw dates for 1966 are March 8 
to 16 and I strongly recommend a visit 
Anyone requiring further details is wel¬ 
come to drop me a line at The Sunday 
Times, 200 Gray’s Inn Road, London 
WCIX BEZ 

This hand from last year's Crans 
Montana Tournament was played by 
some in 3NT, losing the first five tricks 


4 10 9 
( ; Q 6 4 
" A Q J 8 5 
4 Q 10 7 

♦ 73 
J 9 8 7 5 

^ 10 7 6 4 

♦ K 9 2 

♦ A K Q 6 5 
' ' A 10 3 2 

/ K 3 

♦ 8 4 

This was a better sequence 


South 

North 

IS 

2D 

2H 

2NT 

3S 

4S 

pass 



At most tables Wes* began with a low 
club won by the jack and East returned 
a dub to the king South ruffed the third 
round and, if at all knowledgeable, led e 
low spade from hand East wins with the 
jack, but this is the end of the defence 
(It would not of course, be good play for 
the dedarer to play off the top trumps 
East would aiff the third diamond and 
Soutft would lose a heart eventually) 

At one table East a strong player, 
won the first club with the jack and 
returned the 6 West played the same 
defence as before and the contract was 
made 

“Perhaps the 6 of dubs was mislead¬ 
ing suggested East politely "I wanted 
you to switch to a heart If I had thought 
that to continue clubs was the best 
deforce I could have played ace and 
another 

“Would a heart from me at tnck three 
have beaten rt’’ West asked “Surely 
dedarer s best chance in the trump suit 
IS to finesse the 10, isnl it?” 

‘ Yes It IS, in the sense that x x m the 
West hand slightly more probable 
than J X X But declarer might still play 
off A K Q, because the hand with four 
spades might hold four diamonds, allow¬ 
ing South to dispose of his heart losers 
in time" 



Excellant: 16-15, Good: 14. Fair: 13 
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Playing Days 


t his IS the third extract trom Tony Lewis’ autobiography In his 
inimitable style he describes his early days, the depressing tour 
of Pakistan in 1973, and his last innings—R. Lewis b 
Gavaskar 43. The book is published by Stanley Paul and priced 

at £9 95 


Cricket Debut 

I ONCI took inv tru-kel boots foi 
te spiking to Boss Hnins the cob 
bitr in Ihi lane off tht bottom of Harlc 
Street in Neath the town where 1 was 
brought up 1 ht y came bac k with 
aluminium rugbv studs in the m I hat 
was South Walts I ift s foe us trom 
the imdit was a scIkmiI cap filled with 
cotton and rags folded ovc r and 
sewn a rugbv bail lot the sticit 
young lives lost to tlu fantisc ol 
scoring the winning try foi W lies 
against I ngland it Cardiff Amis Paik 
Dutifully by the igtc)fl9 I hid 
bequt athed my front tc c th to i rugby 
pitch in the Amman \ illev with the 
htlpol in oppiment s toe cap Iht 
schoolm iste r put a duffle coat over 
me is 1 left the field 

When you till boy tall on top of 
the feet ot tht loiwards not two 
yards in lioiit of them Only two teeth 
this time Be the blcKxfy lot next tune 
But 1 knew tliat I h id paid it it ast 
some of the toll foi the light of 
be 1 oming i groyvn man in South 
Wilts 

1 ht It was plenty of cricket in 
siinunc 1 but it was only a breather 
latwcf nstiunimages i four month 
iiijiiiy fitt /out—except for the tune I 
to]) (clged a hcKik shot into my eve and 
sc ttlc d w ithout ditheulty on never 
luxiking again in my lilt You see 
emkt t had something igainst it 
rather like tennis which few played It 
wasplgyed better by the Fngbsh 
JlPtevet sty hshlv Gilbert Park 
housd was batting fur Glamorgan 
ns t ompton was douig it better ui 
(tddles4%it. But rugby football was 



diffeient Wlun BIccldcai Willi ims 
side stc pped in h ngl ind c e nli e loi 
th It swe e t mome nt W ile s it sell h id 
given history the slip I he 4nglo 
Saxons weie giouping 

I hcic was rugby ind tin tt w is 
music When 1 w IS young toh* ii 
Irevoi Anthony s n son int yoice on 
st igt it the (iwynllillinNeilh ora 
recordingotthc Uin i W iltci (ilvnnt 
01 the tic h e idc nc e s of the 1 1 ndy rus 
Male Volte Ch( 11 e i\c me shners ol 
Welshncss Rugby (o itb ill ind inusu 
weie thi st iitmg ixmits ot Wc ish 
idt ntity h It d( wc do bettc i th in 
the hnglish'' Play tugby ind sing 
hymns Right then tytiv me will kick 
with both leet and liaxc his yimt 
tested fcyenityoutiiled 1 * Ixith you 



c oulci iw ivs sideslt p y our w iv 
thiough hie s lying th it Cliff Morgan 
kilt w y oui f iiht I or th it \ our untie 
used to |il i\ kic k the tin in the Cil 
fy nvdd qu it ry w ilh tier iinl F v ms 

4l C irdifl Arms P nk on uitenia 
lionil day rugby ind musie ol sorts 
come t imously togethei It is the d i\ 
wlienwc insist on telling the world 
who we irc It i'. unsubllc jingoistic 
but boni ol inter loiity and ab<iolulcly 
t sse nti il 

Cl u kc t yy IS played in i ughy s sh i 
dow ind so il will not surprise you to 
know tint thewintci playing he id 
quirteisof (iliniorgmCticket Club 
was st (re tc d in one of the giant 
(. irditf Aims Piil lugby st inds the 
till bluk (orriigiledNoithStind 
Undei Its tront hcKid wcit two tiers 
for sitting tugby spectatens lor the 
great st iiid disd iinfully turned its 
high sti light b ick on the eiieketers 
the other side (.nckeUisgot 
change d foi le tioii in the C atdiff and 
Walt s 1 ugbv tlressing rooms and 
could take the held on a fragrant June 
eve nmg reeking of dubbm and winter 
gret n You could nevei escape rugby 
football Take a guard at any crease in 
Wale s look around and y ou saw rugbv 
posts at tht other end of the ground 

Inside the North Stand the second 
floor eorndor was transformed into a 
encket arena by a lot of tugguig of net 
and white tarpaulm and the laying 
down of 22 yard strips of ship s hno 
On 1 uesday evenmgs m the yvuiter 
from the age of 11 to 18 I used to 
miss a double period of Spanish at 
Neath Grammar School ^ take an 
hour s tnp to Cardiff to join the most 
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promisinK young players in Wales. 
There was no healing and no hot 
water: it was a four-sweater event in 
deep December. Frost seeped 
through the old walls, a tempest 
hurtled along the corridor. Once 1 
even saw snow lying on the lino. But 1 
was proud to be there. 

The coach was George Lavis: im- 
macnilate diction, properly dressed, a 
cncketing evangelist. For him, no¬ 
thing was serious enough to stop play. 
One dark winter’s alternoon I plodd^ 
from Cardiff Station in the snow, along 
Westgate Street and in thiough the 
Gwyn Nicholls Gates. There was no 
light on at the tup of the North Stand 
steps. There always was. I'his time 
practice must be off. With the West 
Wales contingent 1 made my way 
through the innards of the big, black 
monster grandstand, cventu^y com¬ 
ing to a light and George l^vis's 
voice. ’Cuine.’ We pulled back a tar¬ 
paulin sheel and saw the coach stoking 
awav .It a LOiiple ol charcoal braziers. 

I Un w'ent the lights. Our breath turned 
to freezing fog )ust inches from our 
mouths. But we plaved 

We never closed', at the Glamor¬ 
gan Indoor School. At least, only at 
9.3(1 p III., after getting our expenses. 
Wt tried to make lunepence clear, so 
that we t ould buy a Lyon’s fruit pie at 
the station on the wav home. 

On 20 August 195.'), I walked the 
familiar path fiom Cardiff Station to 
the Anns Park, but it was in the 
morning. 1 stopped for a moment 
outside the General Post Office to put 
I my We.stemMai/into the dustbin I 
! did not want the players in the di es- 
sing riKim to guess how many times 1 
had opened and re-opened the paper 
m the tram on the way up trom Neath. 

I could remembei the headline any¬ 
way—‘Schoolboy Star to play for Gla¬ 
morgan'. The practice was over. The 
sub-heading was even more embar¬ 
rassing—^‘Youth Orchestra's Loss is 
County’s Gam’. 

True. My bags had been packed, 
my violin tenderly pohshed with 
Hydprsol fluid, and 1 had been ready 
to go on the Welsh National Youth 
Orchestra’s summer course. It was to 
be a glamorous year for t.he orchestra. 
Tucked away m the ranks of the first 
violins 1 was about to perform con¬ 
certs m Llangefni, Rhyl, the Royal 
National Eisteddfod m I’wllheli, Port 
Talbot, Newport and Cardiff, and ulti¬ 
mately at the Edinburgh International 
Festival. But the cncket fraternity got 
the whisper about my intended defec¬ 


tion. 1 guess my father squealed. 
Quickly, little cogs m the Neath crick¬ 
et club started bigger ones rolling m 
Cardiff and the letter which landed on 
my break last table, typed on note 
paper embossed with the yellow daffo 
dll of Glamorgan County Cricket Club, 
was from the biggest cog ol the 
lot—the man ail Wales called The 
Skipper. A man not to be refused, 
Wilfred Wooller. 

I had seen The Skipper once or 
twice, bLt never met him face to face, 

1 could recall him barging mto a 
Glamorgan second XI dressmg room, 
issuing loud advice, and shouting a bit 
of coaching down a net. Wilfred Wool- 
lei was a colossus. He lived m no 
one’s shadow and his 18 Welsh rugby 
caps were his passport to Welsh 
miinortality Rugby folk just nodded 
tolerantly at tas cncket—just his sum¬ 
mer eccentncity 

‘Dear Tony,' he had wntten. ‘1 have 
been delighted to hear of your good 
lorm with the bat and would hke you 
to play for Glamorgan in the last two 
County Championship matches of the 
season—Leicestershire at Cardiff and 
Warwickshire at Neath.’ 

Dear Mr Wooller, Yes, thank you, I 
next addressed a large envelope to Y 
Cyd-Bwyllgor Addysyg Cymreig—the 
Welshjoint Education Board—sadly 
put the violin parts in it and said sorry. 
Out came the Grav-NichoUs bat. 

21J August was a Saturday. 1 was 
slowly padding along that pavement to 
Cdidiff Arms Park, a week or two 
dltei mv 17th birthday. I wanted to 
tun and run home Do dreams have 
(ii jeconie real.'* Was it not better to 
be still batting in my bedroom mirror? 
In bed I tended to store more runs 
than Gilbert Parkhouse of Gl^organ 
and England. A ten-house cul-de-sac 
by night is cosy; Cardiff Arms I’ark in. 
dayli^t made me sweat 


Each step was taking me 
nearer to an entry in the 
Births ond Deaths pages of 
Wisden —Lewis, Mr A.R. 
(Glamorgan), b. 6 July 
1933—I would have 
settled for that aixl then 
have gone straight home 
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In through the Nicholls Gates, down | 
the ramp, the giant North Stand, | 
side-on, ahead of me. To the left llie i 
great rugbv ground and echoes ol j 
roanng finishes to the great hymn 
tunes. To the nght of the Nortli 
Stand, thiough Cardiff Athletic Club’s ' 
small car park, along a narrow alley 
around the back, the professional i 

cncketers went to work. j 

I 'p the stairs, tiurough the dark 
skittle alley and bar, along comdors 
so dark There w'as a stench of stale 
beer. My eyes were firmly fixed to 
the floor. Each step was taking me 
neaier to an entry in the Births and 
Deaths pages ol Hisden—Lewis, Mr 
A.R. (Glamorgan), b. 8July 1933—1 
would have settled tor that and then 
have gone straight home. 

I wished my i ncket bag was leather 
like the ones the pros had. not thin 
canvas. Mine was long enough to get a 
whole bat mside. handle and all, hut 
between the three straps bulged the 
home-kiutted, cable stitch sweater. A 
novice arrives, Carefully guarded from 
ram were two pairs of white flannels 
into which my fattier, that niormug, 
had ironed creases for eternity. 

I slipped as unobtrusively as possi¬ 
ble mto the ‘Home’ dressing room. 
Between chair legs, where 1 was 
mainly lookmg, and under benches, I 
could see tom Caidiff lugbv jerseys, 
the famous Cambridge blue and black 
hoops, touch flags and two lugbv 
balls, out of sh.ipe but heavilv dub 
billed to s* V tch anothei year. 

IWMS shocked to disiovei my 
GLiiuorgan idols diguing. Haydn 
I),ivies, the wicket-keeper, was 
shouting at the Skippen Surely not 
Haydn, the popuLar Panda as we 
spectators knew him I He used to pad 
to the wi( ket wide shoulders hunched 
lorwards and then, at the ciease, take 
huge swipes like a bear swiping flies 
with an angry paw. Six or out Allan 
Watkins was supporting Havdn Davies 
m the argunumt. He was wearing an 
MCC touring sweater, the one with 
the yellow, red and navy trim. Wat¬ 
kins sounded to be winning at least un 
volume of words And then, elegantly 
atgumg from another comer, also 
agamst the Skipper, was Gilbert Park- 
house, but no one seemed to be 
hearing him. How dare they? In every 
match I had played on Bracken Road 
(and 1 had appeared in over a thousand 
tests), I had been Parkhouse. 1 he. 1 
was Denis Compton twice and l^n 
Hutton once, but as soon as I had 
found out their weaknesses 1 went 
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I wonted to turn and run 
home Was It not better to 
be still batting in my 
bedroom mirror^ 
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back to Parkhouse who piaytd so very 
much better than th£ v did on \\elsh 
roads You see C (mpton ind Hutton 
were no good ap im l thi tennis ball 
which had been du ikt d in i pool of 
water, the OIK win li thiows spray m 
the eyes of tl h t n in is it gets 
close to him ind tt«n skids swiftly off 
die hard ui t ( f liey were beaten 
by sheer ; t 11 thi pitch Not 
Parkhou 

lh( I ufini, ended with a blast 
from 11 sKijipi r in my direction 
‘Hell 1 in Welcome to the mad 
hous A Hinch of cloth ears here 
Hei 1 niiem good form Well play 
ed 1 Ik boys show you around ’ 

I'll seniors earned on shouting 
till juniors I followed down to the 
dining room for tea and biscuits All 
t Kid wis served in a dark area at 
ground level tucked away in one of the 
bnck recesses of the stand Duung 
room would have been a flattering 
description Next to it the ground 
staff kept thbir machines stored the 
fertilizers and dressings returftng 
spades forks scanfiers and barrows 
What an unforgettable smell When 1 
took my tea two ladies immortal in 
Glamorgan cncket catering history 
Elsie and Theresa had already 
started the process of softening up 
large potatoes in metal boilers next to 
the big mowing machines Bylun 
chtime the dining looni would be full of 
steam and the potatoes still no softer 
Later m my career 1 saw professional 
cncktters come m from tlie field 
looking ruddy and weather beaten and 
leave blanched by the mixed fiimes of 
overboiled potatoes and two stroke 
engine fuel 

Little Joy in Pakistan 

Playing for England m Pakistan m 
1973 unexpectedly was not the fun it 
had been with the Commonwealth 
side five years earlier Pakistan had 
just lust a war against India Rela 
tionships with Bntam were strained 
On the day before wt arrived a young 
Pakistani blandishing a toy gun had 
been shot by the police in London At 
Kaiachi airport there were no gar 
lands no handshakes the photo 
graphers were gone I soon disio 
vered that the whole country lacked 
enthusiasm Fhe British in Peshawar 
where wt first plaved were depiess 
ed Theu: community had reduced 
considerably 

However one of them look me to 
Uu weddfag of theu* household bear 
ei It was shocking A bullock was 
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fettered to a post m the garden Its 
tlvoat was cut it bled to death and 
then it was carved and cooked in huge 
cauldrons It was raining which rather 
dampened the noise of jubilation the 
continuous music the pistol shots and 
the emlosion of small dynamite par 
cels Tne women were separated 
from the men I was taken on a visit to 
find them huddled in a wide alcove 
packed together covering then faces 
when they saw me with the hoisted 
bodies of the babv gnis which they 
tended On the next day I went to holy 
communion at the Old Garrison 
Church of St Johns with John Wood 
cock Bernard Fhomas and a Mr 
Roberts whom 1 recall as a retired 
Bntish surgeon who was m Peshawar 
so that he could follow a yeammg to 
do some missionary woric There 
were only two others there to hear 
the service taken by a Pakistani vicar 
rhe large church could scarcely be 
maintained any longer thouj^ seeing 
It next to the former BnUsh Army 
lines and the Peshawar Club and 
observing the grooves m the pews 
where nfles used to be rested it was 
easy to reel back the imagination to 
the imperial days What am I doing 
here^ Cndcet again 


The Englaml team was tired after 
an exhaustDig senes in India and a 
fortnight in Ceylon After trauimg at 
the Lahore Gymkhana one day Jack 
Btrkenshaw addressed the Pakistan 
press with a dazzling one Imer ‘After 
four months of this I m as fit as a 
fiddlers bitch buticantbovdan'oop 
down thill Their mouths dropped 
(qien, their pens were poised but 
they wrote nothing 

It was a moment of Glamorgan 
history when I went out to toss m the 
first Test with my country fiiend 
MigidKhan Majid had been selected 
captain of Pakistan for the first time It 
was Jon the Dai/y Mai/cartoonist 
who was quick to spot this—not 
surprising for a CaerphiUy boy—and 
came up with imagined conversation 
as we tossed Maj Has WilfWooller 
sent you his instructions yet'' On the 
rest day of the 1 est I went to M^d s 
home for lunch I he house wastage 
and handsome with pillared porch 
stout and spaaous for drivers to drop 
their passengers out of sunshine oi 
ram 

Quite a few of Majid s relatives live 
m houses withm a couple of aaes In 
front of the house was a neat lawn 
where family cncket was played I he 
wickets were always pitched in front 
of a thin tree so that the trees to 
either side of il each about six yards 
apart could be the shps 1 wo snicks 
hittmg trees meant another Khan back 
m the pavilion Human fielders usually 
lined up to n^t and left off and on so 
the run getting arei was straijdit 
either side of & bowlei It was 
chancy to hit the bail in the air because 
there were lots of catchers and it was 
out over the wall or o\ er the hedge in 
front of the house 

Majids father the hero of the 
Cambndge University groundsman 
CynlCoote talked about the old 
bmes debberate but alert m speech a 
tall man hoUow cheeked and with 
piercing eyes I particularly enjoyed 
the stones of the classical music 
master who taught cncket at the 
famous Aichison College where Miyid 
and cousin Imran were taught m 
Lahore 1 he perpetual cry of Mr 
Aftabwas Pomt your left elbow to the 
direction of the line of the ball boy 

Fhere were photographs on the 
wall of Jehangir Khan m the first Indian 
side at 1 ord s m 1932 Also a replica of 
the Lord s museum piece of the spar 
row he accidentally killed while bowl 
mg at Lord’s on 3 July 1936 It was 
fescmating to learn how Jehangir had 





stayed in England after the '32 Test 
In 1933 he went to an athletics 

meeting with a friend who was a 220 
and 440 runner. Jehangir saw tire 
javelin for the first time and asked if he 
could join in and have a throw. Not 
(wly (fid he win it, he broke the Indian 
record with his first throw. He won 
the shot too. Later that year he 
represented India in the Empire 
Games at the javelia 

AU three of our Test matches were 
drawn, but 1 was happy witii ti% way 
England played, espec^y as our 
worst fears about the mood of the 
country were correct. In Rawalpindi 
after we had beaten a strong Pakistan 
President's team (hi the Puidi Club 
ground, over a thousand youths 
noted. They smashed the windshields 
of 17 buses and rammed a double 
decker uito a wall. They manhandled 
drivers and conductors and pelted 
stones, injunng six people including a 
girl who was hit on the head. Police 
eventuallv stopped them while they 
were trying to set fire to the bus 
station petrol pump. 

The best tune of the day for Eng¬ 
land cncketers m Pakistan is early 
evening The dm of 30,000 screaming 
spectators is gone, where you had 
b^n on display all dav, you are now m 
isolation, doors are closed and no one 
can touch you, pull a shirt sleeve, pat 
your back, ker or cheer. The Pakis¬ 
tan evenmgs are peaceful. It is a 
country of halt bf^t just after business 
hours. Streets are meagrely lit and 
the dark shadows you see are the ox 
cart late henne or the overloaded 
donkey. For England cncketers it is a 
time to shower aftet a day in the 
dust-bowl stadium; time to sip a long 
whisky soda and think of home, 
perhaps sit m the open au: m the rest 
house garden or on the hotel balainy 
and feel unashamed pnde that you 
represent your country. As the muez- 
zm wiuled from the mosttue, calhng 
the faithful to prayer, as the resi 
house cook knelt on his mat m the 
darkest comer of the garden and the 
air was filled with the aroma of hibis¬ 
cus and smouldering candlewood, I 
was drawn to see my role as MCC 
captain in heroic terms. Then it would 
pass, but my spoils would be renewed 
by the sense of mission. I would then 
go along to the team room for a dnnk 
.with other's or smarten up for some 
official function. 

Hiere is a day in my diary of 1973 
which I entitled ‘Pakistan—^e longest 
day'. I have no reason to demote it. 



University openers, still 
together at Yarborough 
Festival. 'ARL' with Roger 
Prideoux 


even 13 years later—18 March. MCC 
were playing the first ever Test match 
m Hyderabad, which is m the middle of 
the Sind Desert. It was mid-March 
and ndiculously hot. The Hotel San- 
jees made Fawity Towers seem hke 
tile Dorchester. I had no water m my 
room, not a globule. Toast was not 
available at breakfast because the 
charcoal had gone out, and we waited 
almost an hour for any morsel of food 
to be hoisted from the kitchen which 
was on the floor below. Eventually a 
waiter scuttled our way to ndbrm me, 
‘Sahib I have to apologize for absence 
of head-waiter. It is our regret he has 
been stabbed by chef with knife.' 

Good start to the day; not a particu- 
lariy good start for the chef either. 

Alas he was dead by lunchtime. At the 
ground it was ragingly hot, even at ten 
o’clock in the morning. The dressing 
room was smaller th^ any at home. It 
smelled stCkeningly of new paint and 
when the food was laid out in it at 
lunchtime, an army of insects flew 
esc(Mt. 

There were 40,000 spectators m 
the ground every day. 'The home 
adminstrators were v&y proud of < 
their field and, to be fair to them, it * 
was almost a magic process which 



produced a few acres of^een grass ui 
the heart of the desert The pitch 
itself was white, rolled mud, cracked 
all over and shiny from days of water 
ing mid heavy rolling. The rest was 
lush, tropica! greea 

Sadiq square-cut a ball from Geoff 
Arnold to ffie third man boundary. 
About 3,000 spectators ran onto the 
field to congratulate Sadiq. When they 
went back to then side of the fence 
there was no grass left at all on their 
route. Truth was every square yard 
of the field, outside the 22 yards of 
playing surface, was becoming bald 
and sandy by the minute. The crowds 
persisted in runnuig on to celebrate 
boundanes all day and by lunchtime 
we were fielding ui soft sand. The sun 
roasted the skin even through shirts. 
There was no saliva, no air, just a 
thick coating of dust mside the moutii 
and on the lips which we tned to 
protect with white omtmcnt. Alan 
Knott and Keith Fletcher, wicket¬ 
keeper and first shp, came to me with 
a problem none of us had faced before. 
'Ihey said that the shinv pitch was 
acting as a mirror and the sun rays 
were leaping up off the surface right 
into their eyes. They had tned pulling 
down the brans of their white sunhats 
hut It was no use. Now in the mid-day, 
they were bemg blinded. Tlieir eyelids 
were swollen and half closed The 
onlv answer we could come up with 
was that they should expose theu 
eyes as little as possible to the pitch, 
bo, as the bowlei walked back to 
prepare to bowl they looked the other 
way. fixing theu* eyes on grass. Also, 
between overs, instead of walking 
together up the pitch, heads down to 
the other end, still picking up the 
glare, they should take a longer walk, 
rounci throu^ the covers. 

We got Sadiq out and Talat All and 
Majid and Zaixier, but Mushtaq and 
Asif Iqbal played easily on the perfect 
batting stnp. At tealime everyone 
confessed that at some stage of the 
day he had wanted to leave the field. 
Mike Denness struggled with gout. 
Norman Gifford bowled 30 overs, his 
face a shocking mauve, his bps white 
and frothing with protective omtment; 
his feet hurt, and on this rock-lite 
surface he had jarred a calf musde. 
Tony Grey? was hit a pamful blow on 
the foot by Zaheer when he was 
fielding close. He limped throu^ tiie 
day too and even strug^ed through a 
few overs before the end. Asto- 
rashingly, one or two, running around 
in soft sand, had sprung under-the- 
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skm blisters on the balls ol their feel 
At close of play Mushtaq mhs 9(> not 
out and Asif 70. 

There was still no water back m the 
hotel except in the loonis of Donald 
Carr, the manager and Beniard Tho¬ 
mas, our medii <> I lav on the bed for a 
while, ordertd a sandwich which nev¬ 
er came, opi ni <1 my iaundrv, which 
had been t el in ned wet, and in a move 
of desfM I 'ti'in to get some sort of 
arliK'' < 'IK II' in the day, shaved in hot 
tea 1 w ml to Donald Carr’s room for 
a shi >w (I 

‘1 bought you might have taken the 
new l)<ill earher,' he said. 

l-i tu. Manager!’ 1 cried. ‘Or in the 
language of Lord’s, bollocks!' 

Out tiurd Test was abandoned be¬ 
cause of noting and dust storms in 
Karachi where the sun blistered down 
again fur five days. The not squad 
weie with us Irom tlie first day 
because crowds spilled on tu the field 
and earned on then own gang war¬ 
fare. They charged each other, flailing 
studded leather belts; the police 
waded in whacking everyone with 
their lathi and then the blue-helmetcd 
not squad lambasted everyone with 
sticks. This incensed the crowd who 
broke up chairs, pulled down the 
sliamiana pules and started fires 
around Uie ground The crowd stoned 
the [xilice; the police stoned the 
crowd. The temperature was over 
110 degrees. We .sheltered in oui 
dressing icHim watching the television 
transmission Outside there was holy 
war but the cameras avoided it. All 
thai went on TV to the nation was a 
long tedious cliat between commenta¬ 
tors on the merits ot having two slips 
to the new liall in the morning's play 

thi the day ofl, Mr Abdul Hateez 
Kaidar, lotmer Oxlord University and 
Warwu kshire player, once captain of 
Pakistan in the fifties. Minister for 
PoikI in the State Of I’unjab and 
President ot the Pakistan Cru ket 
Board, made a speech at the official 
dinnei in which he clauned that Pakis¬ 
tan should bv‘ the centre ot world 
cricket, ‘treographically it would be 
casiei.’hesaid ‘Pakistan is now a 
maioi cricketing country. It would be 
a fitting centre of cnck*‘t administra¬ 
tion ' It was onlv then that i was 
certain of what 1 luid long suspected— 
he was mad 1 was straining tu get up 
and speak, but Donald Carr did and 
turned the otlier check, probably with 
much more sense, beginning his reply 
‘Mv dear old friend Hafeez’. 

f took ft as a snub against MCC and 



Tony Lewis at the 
University Match, 1960. 
'Keepjer is Charles Fry, 
Abbas Baig at slip 

1 liHiked bald lor Mr Kardar in the 
third Test to ask about riots, the 
i haos at the sightscreens, the abs¬ 
ence of details like bowler's mar 
kers - we were given bottle tops at 
Hyderabad, where incidentally, there 
was no mower at all on the ground — 
and what about the umpire in Karaclu 
who took the field with no new ball.'* 

All these petty points proved that the 
manager's approach had been the 
right one. He did superbly to pat 
Kardar on the head, as if to say. ‘My 
deal little boy, there you are, that's 
long enough playing with your nasty 
litlle toys tonight, up the wooden bill 
you go and oft to bed.' 

And so It was faiewell to Pakistan 
with a bnck through the window of our 
bus which just missed Pat Pocock. I 
felt sorrv for their highly talented 
cricketers. TTiev and their friends 
were proud and courteous. Their Test 
team were impeccably honest and fair 
m competition. They deserved to 
have their game disentangled from 
politicians who were constantly man¬ 
ipulating every cricket occasion to 
boost their own end It was obvious 
tliat a strong, straight cricket adminis¬ 
tration was needed which could take 
on the j^ivcmment if possible and 
create a game of opportunity for a 
talented nation. 


Shanghai in Bombay 

1 was going out to lunch in Bombay, 
Saturday 18 February 1984. For the 
extra interest of my travelling com¬ 
panion, Roger Michaelson, former 
Cambridge University rugby captain 
and Welsh international, 1 suggested 
we spend an hour at the cricket. India 
and Pakistan, past and present, were 
combining to play a Rest of the World 
side at the Wankhede Stadium in a 
benefit match for Faiooq Engineer. 

Our wives were in the safe care of our 
hosts the Ilamieds, Yuku and Fanda. 
We would meet up at the Oberoi Hotel 
buffet, the scrumptious Outrigger. 

Roger was astonished to see a 
crowd of IS.tKX) to 20,000 building up, 
just tor a benefit game. Cncket in 
India is watched with passion by 
millions; they love their stars. India 
and Pakistan were fielding. 

‘I'll lust pup into the World dressing 
nwm to say good morning, Roger.’ I 
walked ui to be met with a bear hug by 
the West Indian Wes Hall, manager of 
the World side. He got very excitable. 
‘Jesus, Sobey, look what’s come in, 
man. We got another player.’ Gary 
.Sobers smiled his widest smile. 

‘Tonv, man. (ireat to see you. 
You’re playing.' 

1 protested. ‘Look lads. 1 only came 
to say gcKHl morning. I liaven’t played 
foi ages. 1 am a stone overweight and, 
anvwav. I'm meeting my wife and 
friends for luiu li. ’ 

It was then (hat big Wes towered 
over me and put a fatherly tiand on my 
shoulder. ‘You not only playin’ man; 
you in, next but one. ’ 

1 looked around the dressing room. 
Theie was Joel Gamer kxiked in 
uicomprehensibie gossip with Michael 
Holduig. Acioss the way was Dennis 
Lillee kxiknig sharp and slender. 

Great fast bowlers to the left and 
nght. That cluiched it. I was on. I had 
never been in a dressing room with 
such ammunition before. 

Flannels with an elasticated waist 
band solved the sartonai problem. 
Dennis Lillee fitted me up with rubber 
soled shoes half a size too big but 
expanded my feet with two pairs of 
socks. The match sponsors provided 
shirts and so. give or take a jock 
strap, box and bat, 1 was ready. There 
were roars outside. We lost Gabriel, 
the West Indian, and then just as 1 was 
selecting a bat, Mohsin Khan, our 
borrow^ Pakistani, got out. Bats had 
changed since my first-class days. 






In Indio, 1972-73 Introducing Mrs Gandhi to Chris Old (right) 


Pht hdndits wttt Idt intil.utd with 
St \ eral rubbt r f>ni is I ht 11 was lu ii 
one under lib mwtiKhl alllikt 
niilwav sl( cptih 1 ustd to pi iv with 
some thing iitarti 2 lb J o/s 1 liank 
full\ Brute \didle\ t.unt up with i 
lightti wt apon a Gia\ Ni< hols as 1 
always used and out 1 stt into tin 
dazzling suiislune tot the annistrntnl 
of25,U(Nt Indians 

What was I doing playing hi it 
making a debut at tht Waiikht dt 
Stadium at the agt of AV My salad 
days had btt n it tin Biaboumt Sia 
dium up Iht road As 1 walked to the 
middle memuiitsotpa''t Indian lests 
(ame bai k to me ot i banting < iowds 
crouching close fielders ot Lhandra 
Bed] and Prasamia IdciiJtdthat 
there was nothing more tt 1 1 iin to rum 
the humour ot a benefit iiowd than an 
agemg blocker To turn nn st It into an 
ageing stroke-maker was tht only 
act eptable plan 

After a couple ot sighters 1 went 
down the pitch to Kayi Shastn and 
performed a passable and effective 


toy 11 driyt I st ttlcd and hit tht bill 
well I stoitd tl.indput onoy 11 SO 
withniy pirtnti but his iit iloimantt 
was tht italwtighloltht whok 
( xptiieiitt both forint at the othti 
iiid ind lot the whole crowd (laiy 
Sobtistoiild walk only with dillitiilly 
bttaust olartliritii kntts Ht si im 
K ran it all But 1 1 in tc II \ou lit h id 
not loi gotit n how to b it \\ hat sf i iit k 
mt hist was his absolute LOiittnli i 
tioii as It It was sttond n ituit lit 
laughed and |okid between li.ills I ut 
nevti onit loytd with the t'li it gaiiit 
It sell He had too muih it pt 1 1 loi it 
In one stroke he ptotlutcd i thundtu 
l<ip ot a reminder tit how supt i b ht 
was Ht fluke da bill lioin Sh is ii 
with tht spill oil niiddit <ind It t 
thioughmid wit kt t toi loin His bat 
siaittly inadi i sound itwasdliyt 
and timing is it rt illy happening 
again'’Sober in lull flow-’ I ha shot 
Ikid 1 gliostly |>t rfcction to it ilc 
st on d 41 aiic was givt n a tui lultuous 
standing oyatmn 1 did not miss one 
drop of iIk* old Sobt i s mix of k t otitv 


111(1 gi It t 

I It tit alt d tioiii m\ own contiibu 
tion putting and ik i spiring Win n 1 got 
backthiougiilh< dooiotthi dressing 
loom I w IS mt I w ilh a dunk and a 
git lining smile i h indshaki and a hug 
tioin t/oyind my old Iw an rol 197} 
Sihiblookingstiongti ht beamed 
\t n strong man now sahib fie was 
pitting nn tummy 

\<s stioiigbut slow isiituintd 
out 1 ht liekling w is h iid 1 he out 
lie Id was short ot gi i and I was 
toiet d to 11 lit (t on the hope It ssness 
ot lit Iding <it t o\ 11 w ht n /ahe i r 
Abb IS I 111 loi in I w is last st i n 
luiiiing .iiid t basing liom point deft 
I uts t( the dt t p thud man boundary 
01 li intnally itgithtiingfialls whtrh 
had i it Ik k ht It d v loli nt ly off my knee 
So wh It li id th iiigi d'’ 

(tulpingdovn 7 1 pm a Bombay 
die ssingiiKifii was ihisat list tht 
liniltMt'’ V\oiild (1 ukttnow Itivt nit 
in|)t,itt 'Wastht ultimateiiiaikon 
the store board wiit— \ k U^wis b 
Gayaskai 11' 
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A dulation. Ocadiu'r 

than the Wilkinson 
Sword. Its doLilile-odgeii 
action can re:ill\ pii'v havoc 
with the reiepieiit WJuI 
better exaiiiijlc 'an vou 
think of tliiip I M>'>rtsiiian.'‘ 
Especi.itit in Indian 
sportsman 

WhIi lilt 'runeiidous fol- 
lowinr 'll a (Msts m India 
for .Ii I 'I any kind of 
,sp(ii< I I- logical that our 
leiiiii'.. I'oits personalities 
ba ii> an aura oi public 
a(liii.-tion that has to be 
',(•.‘11 to be bi'lieved. 

(.'onie to think of it, it 
was only after I started 
work as a sports (oumalist 
tliat I acquired this feeling 
that a sportsman is tiomial; 
not a sort of demi-God. 
Frankly, before 1 started 
work 1 used to join the 
crowds outside the Grand 
Hotel to catch a glimpse ot 
any visiting cncketers. And 
when finances permitted 
fwhich wasn’t too often 
during my college davs) 1 
would saunter into the col- 
fee shop, hoping to bump 
into one of my heriK's in the 
lobby. 

Now, having acquiied 
the tag ot sports journalist, 
as well as access to most of 
tile couiitrv’s iK'st sjKirts 
men, jou start taking it all 
in your stride. You become 
bigger than them Alter all, 
it is vou wlio give thorn 
publicity. And then vou 
notice the reaciioti of the 
man-oil the stieet when 
you are with a l.imous 
name. 

Having sjient some tune 
with P.T. llsha and her 
coach O.M. Nambiar while 
they were in Cakutta re 
ceiitlv, 1 was anuued at the 
way people reacted to liei. 
Having enhanced her repu 
tatioii with excellent |x>i- 
forinances at the Los 
Angeles Dlvmpic (iames, 
she reserved a niche in tlie 
hearts of people who would 
not previously have bgcii 
able to name even ajM|le 
,, Indian woman atbliBw ^ 
an mdfeioon 
talk mgto her room at 

A 



the Great Eastern Hotel, 
with photographei Nikhil 
Bhatfacharya hard at work 
while we chaited, we sud¬ 
denly became aware of 
what was hajipenmg. Tlie 
balconv and windows of the 
adjacent huildmg were 
crowded with office folk 
who had rerogni.sed their 
heroine. And they weren’t 
disaiipointed. L’sha went 
out onto the halconv ot her 
room and acknowledged 
her tans, much to their 
delight 

While on this topic, many 
ol my colleagues related 
then own experiences 
which pioved equally in 
li-iesling One of them, 
wink Mill m college. Iiad 
travelled to J.mishedpiii in 
IW! to vv.itch the newly 
Clowned Indian one-dav 
ciickct ih.ini|)ions taki on 
the iiiightv West Indies in a 
iiiiutc'd ovei-' game 

Having watched Ills 
heroes lieiiig thrashed with 
Greeiiidge and Ric hards 
scoiing centuries, he was 
picMsantlv surjinsed to iind 


himself in the same com¬ 
partment as Kapil Dev and 
Co. on the train back to 
Howrah. But this was rude¬ 
ly interrupted when the 
tram was held up at a small 
station by a group of enthu¬ 
siasts who refused to let 
the tiain proceed until 
Shastn and Binnv went out 
and waved to them. After 
these two had obliged, 
most of the other cricke 
ters had to anse from their 
slumbc^r and go to the train 
door to emulate Shastn and 
Ririny. This, after they liad 
been drubbed the previous 
day. 

Another colleague, who 
once tiavc-lled to Bangalore 
to interview Sadaiiand Vis- 
waiiath, had an entirely 
diffeient viewpoint. Having 
silent a couple of days with 
this dashing cricketer, he 
was atiwed lo find very 
tew heads turn as they 
zipped through town on 
Viswanath’s motorcycle. 
Koi a man who had so 
dominated the public stage 
during the glorious IBS,*! 


World Championship of 
Cricket, Viswanath was 
certainly not impressing 
anyone in his home dty. 

This was probably a clas¬ 
sic example of femiiiarity 
breeding contempt. Having 
grown up in Bangalore and 
being naturally outgoing by 
nature, Viswanath must be 
a common sight in his city. 
Now, despite his interna¬ 
tional stature, he remains 
just one of the boys, albeit 
a bit special. 

And then there is The 
Man himself. Could any 
article on adulation be com¬ 
plete without mention of 
Imran Khan? Easily the 
favourite in any sort of 
popularity poll, be it crick¬ 
eting abilities or just raw 
sex appeal, he surely 
boasts the world’s biggest 
tan following. 

If was while accompany¬ 
ing Imran to a dentist in 
Calcutta in 1984 that I 
learnt what blatant adula¬ 
tion was all aixiut. Parked 
at a traffic signal, 1 couldn’t 
help but notice two girls 
craning their necks out ot 
the rear wind.screen ol the 
car in front and animatedly 
discussuig Imran. 

As we waited for the 
lights to change, iwoplc 
from othe'r cars becami' 
aware oi him and began 
waving. One gul even came 
to his window for an auto- 
r graph. I don’t know what 
s riught have happened had 
not the light mercifully 
s turned green. My col- 
leagues and I basked in 
A reflected glory. And Imran? 
* He behaved as if nothing 
had happened. 

Imran, Usha.... the list is 
endless. There have al¬ 
ways been and always will 
be people whom the rest of 
us mortals admue. But how 
g(X)d IS it for them? They 
deserve the adulation; it 
probably makes them per¬ 
form better. 

But has anyone ever 
thought of the danger of an 
overdose? 

Pradeep Paul 


As we waited for the lights to change, people from 
other cars became aware of him (Imran Khan) and 
began waving. One girl even came to his window 
for an autograph 































FASHION SPORTSWEAR 

THAT’S 
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Powernwfflpsyouupfrom 
toptotpemwatessfonal 
sportswear Track suits, 
jogging suits, shorts, T*ah»rts. 
socks, specialist sports 
And to carry your kit, 
snazzy soft hags in a variety 
of shapes and st2ss Power 
I combines the best of both 
worlds Scientific design to aid 
your performance ana 
a casual elegance that 
makes you look great 
anywhere you go 
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\1 ONfiWI 1 H Ltickt t diid I Hitball 
rnotiKi spoil si tins to i>L « n tin 
sti id\ deilint in Inrlui anilMut i 
Itnnis With muiibatistaLtotT |iit 
formdiiii iniinsllheC/LihsintliL 
Davis Cup till wcdknissoHhi Indian 
liani w IS ilioioufihlvtxpiis d Out 
shmldi IS tothink ol wlut is^’oiii), to 
li ippi n lo tlus Kti at k’di™ tti »»t 
Loiintrv 

V\ith the i Ml ption oi Kami di 
Ktislinin till Indian t( lints iiplioitd 
IS lull vnind \niiiti i| indSi-,lii 
Ml non III mIIiu ’ Ihui p’init to 
>• iv till li 1 i \ii IV SI t ns I In nil II 
iiitui sti d 111 lliiiii till I (I iiilii'in 
I Hi intrll ph\ now kI Us 111 11 hill 
j loll finds il \t 1 V diflii lilt l( t IV II lilt 
I ni 1 ill itid put pit ssLiK on itii ip|j 
niiit it IS d) iiu tinii hi bii iin tin 
nun pi i\ iiiL' i ipt nil ot tin si k 
It IS ihin Ion ibr uHimt tint 
itforli 111 I 1 di to SI iiibl It lie I) 

I I I 'k oiinpi 1 }il ivi 1 ■> should hi 
kivi II lib mil noiv tb it tin v i in 
til I til III u s uv imu lo m Hull « 
it iiiik'lit (list In too 1 111 

11‘Is. m\ I 

l>li UfUih 

I Kapil again 

III! ikiiior olKipiilU V isii|liiii 
ol till Indi Hi 11 II kt I ic nil st' ii s to bi 
ju tiliid \t pit SI n Kapil I*- itj, 'did 
I om ol tin tiniM ill loiiiidi is in lin 
woild iiidlii dr iionsti ittdiii it -.1 lU 
md t I’liiii I in till I I'-t \ust' ili in loui 
bodiiiithi list mil out di iiiiiIk 
M 111 iriiki I iiilK opinid in I iv nit 
olilioiiaiif. ititvvskipiir Ikil II i iv 
opinion IIP ihiii^i III till t iptii'i y 
wouidhivi btin uiivvi I i<- Kmviii 
tl St m ill III s likt ill ot III I i{ inn s tl n s 
not (kpctid intiii Iv oiilht i ipl iii 
\o\v 111 If (111 iiidi in St It I to s b n i 
i bo dill omp H iti't Iv \ oiiiu III < 
b il iiK < d It uti t II lilt ioitliionii Hi 
loin It IS I\pi I lid tint till Indiii 
lllrkltUll will pi ilotin w li \ 11 'l 

III st >1 K tpil inii Ins tl HI 

Nlli!H\lsJ>\S<,irrj \ 

L ih nil I 

Rebels or heroes? 

II n It IS not tom it to ti li t to tin 
utikt ttrs goinKtu South Alrii i i 
btinv, piiatis and itbtU liki othei 


I 


iiiikitiis tin V luvt Ih I it ii 
boHijint'tin III'Itllnit s VDm/< i 
if I Will I liKlnnniu i/iiif 
willing about tlnu tonis in I tl t 
dt t Ills iboiii till mom v tli a I'l 
iiiuvi Wliit islln nil I >1 VIII, 
tiitsiwion iioiisinm mdno 
publiiitv llii (dull ilIi s VLit'im 
iuidlv sii ms lo III iiviiH HIV I 1 
iniiposL Ihi Its disi ids uid 
otliits jilt on tin llii'lilli snitli 
\lii( 1 Ill il i 11 lod pill 1 1 nd III 
IK I iiiiu d IS III lot s 111 th it loiintn 
lilt k ist til It I oulrl b< dim i li t 
tin I'ussii'iioitsi ill ol ill 111*111 
Ibis will It k I 11 11 p lln IItun 
link'Ills (lit )Mh< 1.1 inn ui (I (tu 
iinki lull, woiln I 

\KlAMNIIs\ 

Lull Itk 

My XI 

l\ im Ipl II I In I *1 1 'or I 
< )in DIV bit II tl i) I In t 

II 11 V Si ( 1 II II k III lit \ 11, i It 

1 It Dll III Irli 1 Ml I III < 111 It 

I ipt HI ) Kipii l>i\ m iptii I) 

L Int in'■ il HI I s id 111 in'V viitntli 
itiiiin md Siv II ini il ii lin ii 
Mobimk 1 till I I II 111 ulI i uv 
tun iinl vti I h ildii I b ii b< 

Out Div tv in I lu sli w 'll LH n 
dov' n 1 vtt at d il nd 1 1 v in i 
till ptiiii III I iiisi I ) link I ( 1 It 

in tin ii lint loiiiiHi I lit in \usii In 
/U 1 V/ A'ttV 

hod Ilk ill il 

WhynotVishy? 

I Ml s( it 1 1 >1 tl IV til I t 

III ilimi'lliH ,,11 It I II 

(i ind ipp) \ ■■>1 V III I I! 11 ill 
tl VI III i n 11 1 n II III til ii w II 1)1 

i, iiiu.t 1 mi iiri \i III vv I mil I'lvin 
1 unii bin i liti I III w I iitiyipid 

III I'th I 111 doi ni I 1(11(1) 1 HI 

I olbi I pi ivii b vt ill bt I r III n I 
ill UK ( to uni ( t > n I I till I 

b< mu to( ilb Dili ol in M nn i 
\ni it II itli \n bum m (m I- w nl 
V isl pil slnim i IKK 11 I’Hi jim' 
rvtiMji I I II n Vt iil In III inii) a 
ni vv k I t 1 Ini vvl v ii >t v i ' \ 

With \/bHill'd mil S II 1 M illiot 
I mol II llv mil ii; In M I ol lln 
opioil lulnsLiviii bi till 

It It I s II 1(1 nvi m 1 1 II rl \ 1 b 

vv m lib 1 tl I n ti b i m wi nld 

Inv id(i lllti t HvoiHrnmi 

iti('( I t lln tl (I 
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Seventh Champions Irophv Hockey Championship 


T HI K1 I tl IS liHiiil ol iniiu \^ho 
hums 111 lull c I- mi utile nl 


biKikni tl • I II • 
thine in<hi > 
in 1(1 I 11 
b( 11 111 

il. It 1 II 

Ui 1 I 

m I 1 

to 1 1 I 

Ultl I I 

M\ 1 I 
btr I I 

nil il ' t. 
tl 11 1 11 111 I I il 
to ( till 
WiOl! I ( > 

(ll lilt t II I 
to b» t I i' \ 

I lu 1 1 

Slid 11 k i I I' 
t\ 1 1 UIK II tl I 

tlwl I It 11 

\t(Ul(l I 1 1 

/lid 1 1 'i 
nit lit tl It 
iKlll tl 1 
w Ik 1 11 1 


I pi tits on in\ 

I w ilui lliunt, 
III 111 li n tiini b\ 

I JHK|U 111<1 
I i, \ nil. h i tilt 

il 1 \ tiiiiiii 
1 dipntuu 

I Mill SIX 

I d i ipt in\ 

11 luiuK in open 
L 1 1 1 tl lokiiukti 

It I t \ U lit (sOlIlR 

I Kill t iblt t()di\ 1 

I tin luttonu 
I 1 ut w lukl \ on liki 

\ tl I in Ktt Kill 
I 11 nil in wliil ht 
I h 1 Ml II till t( F) hoik 
tl I 1 iiiiiim todIV 
It 11 tilt winnu 
1 I It III 1 hapha 
\i I 111 1 tiiurni 
III t lilt t himpions 
tell t, iiifittition 
1 It lu uti lU dish 
I I \ t III hi liiNun of 


beinp otf toliiur in the touist oi tlii 
sUenuouS sthtdult It is pittistlv 
bttaust ot this d niandmi; nitiiit tint 
tht touinimtni is tonsidned niou 
extilmK ind txhiustinu thin iithu 
tht Woild Cup 01 tht evtnt m tin 
Dlvnipits 

Fust held in 147'> tht Kuiiiiniinl 
his now bet omt m iiinu il le ilui t iiul 
It was onh live months apo Ihit the 
seventh Champions fiophv wis held 
uiFtrlh Austiaha I ht obvious quts 
tion would be with so manv touini 
mtnts over the last couplt of months 
and more to follow (intludinR the 
Asian (tames at Seoul and the World 
Cup m London) why was tht tiKhtli 
Champions* Irophy included in tht 
existing crowded sehcdult ■' 

The answei lies in tht disappointint, 
nature of the toumanunt held in 
Karachi m 1984 That the sixth \ l \ 
Sion of the tournament was the most 
disappointing due to last minut» witli 
draw ils of India (due to the ass issin i 
tion of Mrs Indira (landhi) «iTid vNest 
(jeimanv as well as the lad tint it 
came it the wrong time ll w i^ t o 
soon alter the Los Angclts Olvmiiu 


Face to face peace offerings In hand prior to the first Indo 


(.aims iiiil then w is too long an 
mu IV ll Ik loti lh< mxt iiuioi tourna 

"^*Iik [titiiniliiiiil Hoiktv htdtra 

lion thus (lu nildihii th< Uiuiniment 

must ilv ns li. lukl before a major 
iviiit S (ust siv months before the 
hod tv plnmf louts oi the globe 
mt 1 1 111 I onilon Kai atlu iilav s host 
vet igiin to this veil s Champion 

I rotihv , . „ j 

Ihe toiinununt has gmeiated 
mueh interest in Indii because ot the 
fluctuating loitums 
team In Novimbtr after the It-rth 
louniament in whiih Indii finished 
no doubt tighMng all tht way—it 
was fell that the lonner undisputed 
nasttis ot the game were in danger ot 
losing then iilitt in tht prestigious 
(hampionsliip 

Within wttks things were to 
thing* dristicillv is Indus ptrfoim 
giYiets ii the intt 1 n ition ll eircuit 
showed 1 dtamilie impiovement The 
Imliins leiuMiKi hum in inumph 
iltei winning tin \/l 3 n Shah Irophv 
in \lilnsii IS \ til IS the tour nation 
touin Hill lit tn Dub 11 Ihe national 

i-Pak Test at Calcutta 








py team was back, at long last, in 
~^*fcning groove. 

cloiid of uncertainty lingered 
’Itf the squad's ability to extend the 
' g streak, thi^ was swiftly and 
ely dispelled after a v\ cll-<.'anied 
over f’akist.m in the lejent 
st, IIfR senes. Kven 
e beartc'.' > '''-is tin o •> win in 
nci'. • '^1 ■' senes jilayedon 


, to Pakistan, 
i h in the wake of 






the Bomba v meeting of the Indian. 
Hockey Federation's executive com¬ 
mittee, contained only one surprise. 
The inclusion of outside right Paulose 
Horo of Services was the only sc^' 
talking point of the afternoon. In fact, 
the astonished journalists present at 
Bombay’s Taj Hotel thought that Mr 
K.L. Passi, IHF secretary, had made 
a mistake with Horo's first name. Was 
the player's name A. Horo or P. 
Horo? 

The secretary replied without 








Ver 




hesitation: P. Horo it was. To com¬ 
pound the surjHise, some of the 
assembled hockey writers asked who 
the new player was. Itee coidd be 
no better indication of the fact that he 
is an unknown quantity in the truest 
sense. 

The reasoning behind his selection 
seems illqgical, bringing in its wake 
the age-oid question of 


whether a 
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quota system exists or if favouritism 
stiO swings the inclusion of certain 
players 

At the Bangalore Nationals, Paulose 
Horo— the same man who now finds 
himself m the Indan squad—found it 
difBcult to make his way mto the 

—--fiww* Ataftsran 



jHe was not even at the conditioning 
canq) that began in Patiala on 17 
hfarch, so there can be no question of 
his performances being the basis of 
selection What then is Ae real reason 
for Horo’s mclusion^ The justifica 
tiifo—accordmg to doctors of the 
NIS—IS that outside right Jakluddm 
was declared unfit rendered hors de 
combat by a muscle tear in the 
intestine' 

Jalaluddin himself had not hired very 
competently while in the course of 
the senes agamst Pakistan, young 
Tikken Singh of Indian Airlines 
emerged as an able replacement In 
fact Tikken played a m^or role in 
India b senes victory and was one of 
the revelations of the tour Now even 
though Tikken still finds himself m the 
team he has Horo who could well 
replace him in turn It must be 
accepted tha* the speedv 1 ikkcn does 
play in fits and starts but Horo is still 
no replacement fot him 
Jude helix would have been a better 
choice but ht always stems to get 
the bitter end of the stick Dropped 
initially from the squad to play the 
seven 1 ests agamst Pakistan he was 
eventually included for the Pakistan 
Jeg of the tour and was sent across the 
border without any fanfare at all 
It IS also ironic that the other man 
who should have found a place m the 
team to the Champions Trophy is A 
Horo If there was anyone worth 
singhng out for special attention at the 
Bangalore Nationals early this year it 
was this Services centre forward 
Tet, It IS precisely this position m 
which he plays, which prubablv keeps 
him out of me side While it is true 
that centre forwards find httle rele 
vance m the context of modem hock 
ey. It IS equally exiomatic that any 
forward m the game today must be 
competent enough to play m three 
positions—the wing the mside posi 
tion and the centre forward role 
As in football positions do not 
count for much in modem hockey In 
this light, the speed and opportunism 
of the sturdy A Horo ably backed by 
Shahid, Marcellus Gomes and Thoiba 
Sin^, could conjure up demons for 
any opposmg Ime of defence 
A major spoke m the wheel of 
India’s path to Karachi was the 
announcement by IHF secretary Passi 
on Monday, 24 March that Zato Iqbal 


Pr»-tiMtteh Mwm: getting ready 
and (InMt) Umbering up 


had opted out of the Indian tc 
Zafar obviously in the twihuhi I 
international career used tin « 
tests to get back to pe ik phi su 11 
m order to help the team thu U|.li 
important schedule ahead Ml lit 
he IS the best outside left m 
country at present ht had litlk i n i 
but to drop out weakened b\ iboi 
malaria His exit will seiioiisli In 
per both the perfoiniantt and mo I 
of the team but the major problt m < 
hand IS who will itpluc Imii'’WhiKi 
er It IS om hojics Hut the person 
selected solely on merit foi then will 
be enough prtssurt on iht man who 
seeks the job—ind daturt of Zafat 
Iqb^ 

It the Indian U im lias a senous 
deficit nev it In s iti the I ick ol ton 
sistency Om day the y jikiv as d they 
au unbeatable tilt next the \ lose a 
game in ilmost impiobahlt li iiiun It 
IS precisely litre tint the ^llstlllians 
store tor they hsvc figured in tht top 
three m even Champions hopln 
tournament held so fir in idchlioii h 
winning the last tiuie Ch million 
Irophv titles they art dtbmbiv the 
best ti am on the iiieuil il toi n i ollu r 
reason than their dedic it on md ion 
sistemy Because of thi 11 k v go to 
Karachi as tavountis 

Pakistan have won tht tu )*i\ on 
two occasions and ha\t contt ltd the 
top position ui evert tounui n it In 
this light they an the 11 d 
favountes at Karat lu adu I I wli h 
is the fact that the >m1P i i k i imig 
on home soil Fliis i lut i tkiiait 
from the tquillv biliiii.(l tiireil 
posed by th< riniuniiit tlutc n iiiis 
westGemianv (nt il Britnui fphvmg 
for the first time undei thai iiaiiit) and 
the Netheilands tlic mly t tin r side 
apart from Austiaiia iiid Pik',' ti to 
hate won the trophy 

India whose best jn< ti i jtt 
formanee in this tourii i n it a i iIk ir 
third position in 19H2 should 'k iu the 
top three at Kaiathi md wiih equal 
measures ol luck line v ui ard . 
consistency might cun imt lul on 
top 

The highest form of In yw ht v say 
IS despair overt onic Mull w» thch 
dare to Hope that die brnitn years of 
despair studded with onW a sprinkling 
of bnlliant displays are now o\ei'' 
Shall we also dare to hope that the 
Champions Trophy will bi an impor 
tant phase in the Indian resm genet* 
that has been so recently so spirited 
ly set m motion'' 

Andyvarim, lemtiw 
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lARC Motorcycle Grdss 
Track Racinp .iiid Mini 
Grand Pnx 
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Heroism 
in the heat 


| ^ I no( <t firm behever of the 
nt sjH»rt does need d nuisery 
i / lilt iiiily tx tempted to apply 
til , I old tliihe to tht effotts of the 
Indi ill Automotive Kai ing Club Com 
piring their efforts this year with 
thost of I'Wi'i wd^ an cxercist in 
disappointmciit 

I No, pt'rhdps that would be too 
harsh a way to desmbe the lAKC 
Motorcycle Crass [rack Racing and 
; Mini (irand Piix held at Itombay on 23 
Februdiy I he problem lies in the Big 
Brothel Syndiome Bombay suffers 
the ignomun of being compared with 
their more experienced counterparts 
m Pune coming out second be st in llie 
IMTCKess 

The Pune organisers hayt set stan 
dards that will prove tough for neigh 
bcHirs Bombay to emulate While it 
would be convenient to wallow in the 
excuse' that Bombay plays second 
fid^* to Pune it mit^t be worth 
looking at the teicnt meet fi'om a 
c^erent view point 
Perhaps it is just the tlung that is 
needed to give mntorevek tacing in 
India tlie boost it so badly requires 
Still in its ml me \ the Bombay event 
provides in ideal leve*l of eompetition 
for beginners to win their spurs 
Indeed the lARl meet could just be 
the ideal nuiserv lor the sport 
Although the Punt meet boasts top 
class competition as well as mtema 
bonal recognition it also intimidates 
the noviee ndcr who is still in the 
prexess of mastering the art of high 
speed nding 

in this precise context the lessei 
meets assunu greatei lekvanee to 
mexpe lie need ndtrs Competing m 
less ghmoious settings with less 
pomp I id cerenioriv provides a 
chamt to study piomismg riders In 
addition it gives om a tiut mdex of 
the motorevile racing pulse of the 
country Such a setting also provides 
an opportunity for aspiring nders to 
try tlieu liand at the s]X>rt without 



...the foreign meehines remind one of entelopee 
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feeling that they aie going to lx let 
laps behind by the others 

But this attitude can most a rtsml 
cut both ways By catering to tlx 
newcomers one tends to lose out x 
the star appeal of the meet as a result 
of which gate money and sponsor hip 
become s stumbling block It is onl\ 
when you achieve the delicate balance 
between amiteunsm and professional 
ism that you can provide a truly 
suceessful national m&ct 

Having cove red last year s venture 
by the lARt at the Braboume Sta 
dium 1 must confess that 1 was 
expeetuig moie tlus year After all 
one dots issunit that things will 
improve Insteid the lARC decided 
to tone tilings down and leave out the 
essential moioerossmg flavour much 
to evci vone s regre t Switching to flat 
grass tn k 1 u mg the lARC made 
sure of higher speeds but ignored the 
mtnc u le s th it go into t ii kling camel 
biek jumps nnd negativ berms 

I he lARL dont seem to have 
re absed that mot(x.rossing m its undi 
luted form hii tremendous spectator 
appeal In this light they hive only 
just themselves to blame for the 
spirst smiltenng thit dotted the 
Braboume Stidium stands on that 
Sundav As it wis even the diehard 
motorcyile racing enthusiasts went 
home fte'ing i little let down not 
without e lUst 

H jving n «k i e j|i int effort to 
emulite ihtii moie illustrious Pune 
eounterpirts list yc u the urganu>ers 
hid everyone bcinoming the absence 
of in obstulid course which would 
have held ■>ptclalor interest more 
111 ml V 

As It wis the Bribouine Stidium 
villi h hi pliytd bosl to some rough 
sp It in Its time must hive taken 
quill I b( iling widi all thi bikes 
teiinifs thnr w iv iiross the grass 
Iht ruit piwtitul bikes equipjied 
with tvus with almost jeep like 
ticad Iwwed into tlu turf is they 
Hove 1 1 more purchisi on the 
trick 

One f the idviiitifics ot tuning the 
ti ick d< wii w 1 that the Indian bikes 
h id 11 ( I u r tune III suited to tire 
14 our it tum|»o the Yezdis and 
Rqdool hid i field day on the grass 
ti I k whi h Stull d them perfectly But 
It w IS inspiring to see the three 
I idi 1 1(1 c oilab « n ons sejuaring off m 
the l(i<) Cl citicoiy With plenty of 
hid Su/ukis Hero Hondas and Ra 
jdixit Yamaha RX KK) models on the 
line at the meet spectators got a 
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Putting his foot down to negotiate a curve 




charice lo evaluate the worth of each 
bike. While the Ind Suzuki and the 
Yamaha are two-stroke machines cap¬ 
able of churning out an impressive 
burst of ac(.eleration, the Hero Honda 
is a tour-stroke blazer that can puU 
you out ot trouble m the lower gears 
as well as if you miss a vital downshift 
and lose revs. 

The Rajdoot Yamaha .'150 has an excel¬ 
lent track record. Sired by Yamalia 
out of Escorts, this three-year-old filly 
has been turning m consi'^tent winning 
^rfomiances all over the c ountry. At 
Sholavaram earlier this year, these 
bikes put Indian motorcycle 11 ing 
into top gear 

Equipped with six gears to milk die 
maximum out of an engine that dis¬ 
places 3 . 50 cc, the Rajdoot Yamaha 
revels on the racetrack which seems 
to be the only place it can display its 
full potential, but it certainly is better 
suited to speed racing. 

If the RajdiKit Yamahas excelled, 
tlie foreign machines thrilled. Built tall 
and Jean unlike the speed racers that 
are' low and squat, these machines 
remind one of antelopes leapmg their 
way scross a Savanna grassland. But 
since this meet did not require any 
form of jumping, they just tore their 
wfay round and round the grass track, 
leaving the lesser bikes to choke on 






































•4" 














the dust raised bv their tear wheels 
And the men who made the day 
worthwhile If u wasn t toi the ndmg 
skill exhibited by men like Ajav Batna 
Kajeev Agarwal and hirdaus Chindy 
ptopk might just hive started leaving 
halfway through the meet As it was 
only the fact that 1 was on assignment 
kept me at the stadium for the entire 
duration of the meet 

hven then mv attention was drawn 
to the MKh balloon lint kept doing 
aerobics in the bict/e It was at such 
a moment that one of my frit nds made 
an observation that set me thinking 
I he idea of a d ly of motoi sport 
should he dec eloped into i moie 
festive occasion Pht tntiic meet 
could have been injcdcd with i spirit 
ol enthusi ism it the vc nut were deco 
1 ited with burnt IS indhilloons Ihit 
way people would not lost interest 
diirine I let s 

And by the w u 1 leiokcd iioiindtoi 
Inc lidy whe w is pemst ikine ilbeita 
uttlt ic,n 1 intl\ tspliiiiini tilings to 
hci li It son 1 ) t ve. 11 She- wisnt 
the te 

V\ ite h It I \ltt \ ou ij ) j le)>^inj^ 


PndamftPmil Bombay PhotOKraahy 

fry NtkM Bhaffact 
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Sheer speed was the essence of this Grand PrI* 



Into first geai and the bikes initiate another i 
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Summer of 
discontent 

N<iel Mengel, editor of 
‘Austialian C neket' niagtiziiie, 
sums up the Australian season 
that was 


I M il I (I I >i inn III! 1 1 i 
hit ii mill I till Slid 

t I ill IK I III III lit 1)1 
I In i III I In ll I III 
') ll m Ml I I mull 
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I ml III h \ii It ill III ill 
111 I 111 Spi I ll III I 
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lit I ll I I spi 11 iiilii ihi 

• n I \ Ml ll tl im itid 
111 I 11 11 ll n 1 Is] ll 
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(. 11 1 k ll 1 1 in inn Ku m 
S iiiiih (iiii, Mniliiiis 
(till kitihii Dim (iiI 
lx It s*i ll \\ ini,h Kiihiiii 
l\ It iiid Ml t\ lliii'lii s ill 

ll will III II 111 pi IM (I I ( st 

I 1 II 1 I I 

Ihi Mill ihi sihnlils 
iniludi Hill I \ iml ^lllk 
W mill Ihi Iwiii hiiilhi i nt 
Sli \i now III I si ihli Ik (1 
pi IM I Im \i w South 
Will 1)111 lilt 1 1 Ills 1 
siiipiist omission inopiii 

II till d M III I iiloi who 
in III isloiiishiiii, til t SI I 

on ol In si 1 1 iss 1 111 1 1 1 
imi 111 mil Ills! Ik hind 
Ki i)li I Wi SI 1 \|| II Iml 

til I ind Dll id III ll I s on 


Australian supporters often wished that their 
captain s skill pass on to the other players this 
season 



till. iiutKtIc 1 tin list \t 
till ii{i ol ''() 111 sioitd 
'•)/ tuns ,it in nil it'i ius| 

I null I )(l 

Don t lx siiipiisid ll tlx 
st III tins ll IM dll nil ll hi 
Ins ilii idi (lout iiioiitth 
nid nil link linn in tlx tom 
nil. ll nil to Indii pitsliirit' 

M itsli 1 ) UK lo I)It it Inst 
dio)i 1 nloi Is list) tlx 
ill si slips til Idslll III III \u 
tl ill I I )x itioii tlx ll nn 
ill pi 1 111 ll 111 l (Is to till 

Ml iiiwliili in \i i A I 

1 iiid \iisti ill Iniislu d till 
Si on wli It It h(i,u' 

I ipitiil ilin II1 11 h to I 
I istli moil I 111 111 mid 
N t w /1 1 1 I n 1 1 1 1 I 
spi 11 III Ilk d In th It III 
mix old lo\ It It nn (. m \ 

\ till it lool nil liotdi I 
nut till pii s ittii lilt I 
di h I It iiid s lid till Ml tds 
III 1 Ik 11 till ll I ol nil) 
Will woi ki d \ 11 1 (I I 
on this I in nxi ii 11 it I < I 
IW n hidli It ll III ll I I 
It ll li III di III ll I 1 I 
till! in tlx Wt st hid I I d 
i iitjl iiid toi Ih I ts 
should 1)1 huiiiii III ' 

I) id Ik I III I 11 I tills I 
III on till Inn Ih 'I 
111 it Ik I 111 n t hi Hi i 
kii h lid II lilt I ' ' ' I 

ll illu Ihioiu It hi tl I 

Ihishnii 111 Ihi 111 Dll 
ol Ilu siimmii 

Wi mil m Unix, 
kki tin I km 11 now 
wlnl I idd tl tint 
\ml 111 list did Ihii 
w I It wiliimii tl ihi 

I \usti ill in SI ll I tot 

A S tlx \n tl ill III s ml 
to lilt n km t s in \i w 
/i ilind hill III \ii 1 1 ill! 
till lx si L mil it till M Jl 
W IS lx Ills pi IM d 

1 his M. n s Six llx Id 
Slut Id till ll w IS lit ni It k 
ilik iipln ol Ilu oix list 
st moil wlxn Inii m Kli m 
pilotid Niw South Wills 
lumii to I OIX wxkit \u 
toll llx odds Will \ou 
wiiuldii t SI i I m III ll ill ll 
dost x>iin 111 litli sum 
mils hut tlx s mu tiiiins 
piiHluud I L'lix Hi'st t*) 

tntlll lIllIl), IS list M,Hs 

with Ntw Souili V\cilts 
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It would bo difficult to drop Wayno Phllllpa (loft), Boon (contro) la devoloping Into a rallabla opohor while 
Waugh (right) cannot be diacardad aftw the faith ahown In hla ability right through the aummer 

Hgdip Iht Mctois this time metres m thi limt it Ukes 


b> lUst two vMcklti 
tjuitnsland ha'> n« vti won 
tht bhidci Ntw South 
^\dks licid won It IK times 
beloii find foi l<lf I horn 
son pi iviiig his last game 
It ws do or die 
Cifitain images fiom the 
last alternoon of tension 
patked irukel will lemain 
with those who saw it fore 
o\ei Like tht Queenslan 
ders sprinting into the dis> 
tante to enquire of Kepler 
Wessels just how he man¬ 
aged to pelt the ball 8U 


two batsmen to run a quai 
tei ot that distance to lun 
out Dyer (Jr Wtllham dis 
ti aught blouihing back to 
the dressing room after 
being run out himself Or 
Glenn I nmble flinging him 
self from the pack ol 
Queenslanders surrounding 
the batsman almost as the 
ball was bowled despei 
atel> hoping for a catch to 
come his way Or Thom- 
mo racked with pain, 
trudging off to nud otf for 
the last tune as the crowd 


spontancoush warmed to 
the gieatest Australian folk 
liei o of tht 7t)b I ht > stood 
to their feet 
As the game .ontluded 
Kepler Wessels unavail 
able for Australia this year 
after a blow up with the 
Australian Cricket Board 
possibly because thf*v be 
lie\e ht had some involve 
ment with recruiting play 
ers for the rebel lour of 
South Afntd left his boot 
svmboli ally beside the 
stumps It could be his last 
game u* Australia 


In his spt (t h aitt i the 
game ht t ould nl resist a 
find dig 1 musi thank the 
At B tor loiciiifs rn< < ut of 
Australian cncktt bt cause 
It give mt tlic opportunity 
to pla\ a full season with 11 
gu>s 1 aspect and love ’ 
He top scored in tht match 
with Ibb and topiicd the 
1000 run mark for the 
season 

How deatlv the Austra¬ 
lians netd Wessels playing 
for the national team But it 
appears now that it is not to 
be 
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l^iin diiiinK ku Chdppt tl s 
((■Ml uhiii ihit plavii 
pi kd tndiliosi thi scnts 
111 kliuh lit VI ( uid It td th( 
It nil ind (oitinuid under 
Kini Mught'< Itidtrship 
lliiout,h oiu o( \ustnliis 
k isi suntssfiil 11 IS 

Mordti s Unint hisnt 
11Vf rsi d Aiisli ill 1 s slidt 
lioni tht top oi Lhi world 
11» k» In i]i Aiisti ill in 
I III kit hid h 111 nt<ii Its 

l>w( t till) whin Ins thudt 
w IS midt ind sttnied to 
dip low 11 wlun It lost till 
11 Hid out d i\ ni itih b\ 
I) luns 

Hut l>( idti h iiklt iikid 
tv used Ills sidt s dtk it 
Hid Slid thill hid III in 
suth lint iinpioMniint in 
tl II ippi nil to (IKour 
i I t ntiiiiu IS I Ip 
t 111 ! iiK 1 kmt 111 
If Id III t 111 kd I u 
link It nil I wintid t 


ste whit sort ot I’nss Id 
get 

Hi now kniw though 
some tiHjk him to l isk for 
his attempt to disassMiitt 
hinisilf horn pcitoiminiis 
tin which hi must tikt 
ultiniiti I (sponsihihtv 
thill was widespii id svm 
patln fot thi \usti iliin 
Il idi I Hi i ontinui d 
through till Niw /i ilind 
list stilt s to hi th« pun 
iipti lontributoi to his 
It im s ( lust but St eiiK d 
un ibli to inspiii his ft Hows 
tl siniilii k Its Ht mi\ 
hi\t hid his iiaiiimitis 
11 spilt thioiigh Ins iitions 
but ( mid not inspiii thtii 
suppoit 

So Hoidii idrnitlid his 
till I It hid IK I bit II iiiidi 
tntmh in itst M\ kt> 
mgs it till turn will thitd 
thing didiit 1111(11(11 Id 
11 sign IS ||H in lit s III 


Border "I wanted to see what eort of Press I d get 
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The attitude and effort 
was good today althou^ 
we lost and that was ail I 
had been asking for Ididb’t 
use the threat of resigning 
to get a result If the ath 
tude IS right you iant ask 
for more said Border af 
ttt lus sides second de 
fiat 

Bordtrs threat had an 
immediili ifftit on his 
players Thiy shame 
faiedly to a small extent 
lalltd a tiam muting to 
disiuss his comments and 
imbiii isstd at tht turn of 
tvtnts—thin losses and 
Border s 11 sponst —had 
voted lonfidtnii in his 
It idei ship I ht V ignored 
tht flit tint it was ironit 
thit a tt im which had 
almost univtrsillv let Us 
i ijitiin down should band 
togithti to (\pitss thtii 
tonhdtiKi m him 

B OKlirRs disippoint 
int nt w IS iindi i stand 
ililt Hi t( im hid lost a 
tliistlv untistid Test 
stilts hi I lust >i i loUei 
tiM disistii on thi lourth 
dn ot thi list niitih I he 
fiisi mil sii ind lists hid 
bun di iwii ind tht thim 
h id hi II I) und I i mi 
111 It ult II luhii 
Hi III will tl viw A 1 
I ind 111 Ik will spun 
\usti ul lot 101 with 
id mining HruiwcU 

I b 12 intluding Hor 
I I s wiiktt to iitmn tht 
hist Itst inihsistvii b\ 

1 Ntw Ailtnd spmnii 
iimpkung t big ol ten 
wi kits III the niitth 
\iw All Hid who had 
tl iiiid n tht iiist innings 
rttikd onlv IbO luns on 
tht liml div tl win the 
mitili ind Its sti I nd senes 
U ninst \usti ill 1 this se i 
son Iluv reuhed their 
t iigt t with t ight witkets in 
hind Jttemv konev hid 
Ik 111 Ntw All ind s first 
inmnj hiir si iiing 4 j to 
ail (imp m\ his unturv at 
Williiigton md his 98 at 
fhnstihuuh Ht linished 
tht St 111 s with an average 
( 114 b Ken Kuthetford and 




During the course of the series In New Zealsnd, Allen Border (extreme left) went on record as saying that he 
did not know what he has left to tell his players to pep them up 


lol n ^\nKht nidck hdlt ctn 
tune s in Nt w /t aLind s 
steeind innings to tonipUte 
Its victory 

Bolder dcspaiied Au 
atialia« scdson hid bien 
iisdslious to thil point 
Redeemed only by its \it 
tor> oyer India and New 
licdldnd in the World Sent s 
Cup one day rhampioiisl ip 
dt home The > liad shared 
honours m the later lest 
series against New /eiland 
and sttmed certain to 
share the stnes outnght 
But lack of application on 
the fourth day of the final 
Test had take n its toll and 
Border exaspeiatcd aftei 
the subsequent loss of the 
first one-day match had 
lashed out in letaliation 

Border had a tight to 
cnticise his teammate s 
lack of resolve Braeewell 
found considerable turn and 
bounce on the fourth dav 
but was helped in his run 
throu^ of the Australian 
batting bne-up by its lack of 


re sist nil c Only Oiyid 
Boon who 'Hide 1 / cai 
rymg his bit thiough the 
Ausliilim jciotid innings 
lad dug in 

B RAtIVMLL took lb 
wickets in the three 
1 e St se rie s at an d\ c rage of 
ISJb better statistic ally 
than New A aland s top 
wic ket take i Kichai d H id 
Ice who finished with lb 
wie kt ts It 2 118 
Biaecwcll alsij suipassed 
an hidiyidual milestone ‘it! 
wickets in lests 
He won m<iny admirers 
among the m Bordei whom 
he bowled duimg Austi i 
has second innings with i 
elassic delivery which 
pitched on the Austrilian 
captains legs md hit ofi 
itump Border wis moved 
o comment He s howling 
so well I just Iwye Ic i ite 
him the h« si ■•pinnei I vi 
played 

Coney leinpeitd his 
praise He hoy led sjpti 


biv although 1 think the 
Auitiahans were a bit 
tentitiye towards him 
They had done everything 
betUi Ilian us Ihev won 
the toss batted well 
enou^ and pic ked whit th 
conditions would do betlei 
than we did But horn that 
stage we stalled to play 
much bettei \\ith the Au 
slraliins being yeiy ten'i 
liye against BraiewtII they 
iillowed us to keep men 
iicmnd the bat and firt s 
ure them for too lone 
Brace well is a ehangtd 
bowlei ftom the one who 
first appea ed in Nc w A a 
land Test sides ihout live 
yeais ago lit has >igniti 
lantlv re'-haped lus letioii 
md with new eonfieielice iii 
his ability has given New 
/talcnd a ;>olid iiid n liibic 
slow bowling lound ilion 
1 e shone ned ny de 
livery tridc* he siul 
And 1 bowl mole tiont on 
i also kt c ]i my arm sliaigh 
te r and eonse qiicntly bring 


ny bind I'lroueb Ingliei 


willcll 

lives nil n oit eo i 

Ir >1 1 

11 y lint 1 (I1..IU 

11 

1 vt I) ti 1 c < mil 

tklUi 

Il ell II w *1 1 pm 

b )W 11 

sii ^ It |ji smt to 

.) ' 

' 1 ill U ' >ss It llj 

t It 

1 iin He theie 

1 1 

1(1 iiioK tuiii than 

lb \ 

II ill III SplIlIKl 

(il e 1 

VI II the w s w ho 

b tt' j 

1 1 di n P11 k w ith a 

1 IS ei 

1 I'll-’ iMiieioiy 

11 

1 b II M d Iht 

(11 

'v t yy 1 ilarid 

! 

1 1 in Dt v\ Ic 1 s 

' 1 

V Nt w A 1 

1 

1 1 mil tw llth 


I Illy 1 Ihe 

1 Ic t ) 

1 1 ( 1 lit dium 

ni 

pj Spin iKiyv 

k 1 w ' 

1 le onsidered 

[i 1 1 

1 11 n IC » ol 1 

b \ 1 

Hul bul v»tn 

1 itl 1 1 

1 (<1 1 )i ih( II ibil 

il\ bowl 1 1 long lit nod 

ind t'l 

on iin bitsniin 

I'l It 

V II s suite It 

I (Ic II r 

1 1 Ins bt j. u 1 1 -.1)111 

boyvlii 

1 nils ut 


Stev* McMornn, N»w Z0tlMnd 
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National Football 

Pui^ab basks in glory 

T ( 1 IJnd Ndtumal Poolball Cham change ot position of laruiiDi i (\ ii Moki Mnkher 

jtionship for fht Saiitosh hoph\ It was crt tillable to Puniab that thc\ jet — both » i d jiliurs in the 

Uld tn Jabalpur (with Hilaspur and rould adapt to the giound conditions deepdtfuut m ui n It o< ittntral 

Bhilai as subsidiaij unties) Madhya btttci than then thief rivals Bengal midlitldtr Both tiU ' ' < iin out 

Pradesh ftoni 1 1 briiaiy to Marth who dt spit t an abundance ol talent at Dutta-. instiu tion i'it\ stuned 

18 was a di'-appouitment lop teams thtii disposal tould not rise to the to hr at i In In di ii I11-.1 natihof 

of thi (ountiv the cream ol the 01 ision the toumanuii .ill nn' Nidu 

nation-, otcer talent \yen on view Iht final was anything but interest Bengal won t <1 I li t niprtss 
but wlidt unfortunatelv wa*- misting’ n g 'Vinety minutes of play saw neith fhtir sttini' n 1 ' u inst 
wa good football ti a goal nor any Bengal attack of Maghalat 1 (la bila n u t uin.i 

No one perhaps tan iomplaiii ot 1 tonsequtntc Punjab always got tht merit was an easy ill mi t( sat the 

(Jtarth of talent in the tountrv lot better of the proceedings and e\en least Stai mUnutun 11 > nt Bhat 

What was obviously wrong was tia tualK retained the trophy tacharya bett 1 Kiv v\n i' 1 mlti 

absence of propel apjilitation (\ckkd Bingal experimented with a new replate laiui in tin at io)< and 
to that was the atrotious giound systtni uivolvinga central midfielder was mimtdiiti K in iioubltd wains 
conditions at the flight lown Sia Coatli Amal Dutta believes that ex Wi'li tin'll <1 flu taiUi plittrs in 
dium, Jabalpui the mam ttmit of flu periments are sometimes netessarv the team hi'inv liiKd l i piodun the 

meet Such turf is not condutiye to to get better results But at Jabalpur desu'tdifltit Xiui'nit utn'idto 

good football It was dry devoid ol Amal Dutta’s gamble did not pay the 4 1 )loiiiuioi n tl '11 -.1 stini 

grass and cracked at places with the dividends final against h* ■ I't < H < in 1 tins 

surface soil too lose for swift inter 1 ake, for instance, the introduction was not Ik Ion Hi a, il ti id ^ja rit <)() 
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anaious minutes against Services’ Punjab, on the other hand, concen- was being manned by Mastan Ahmed, 
youngsters in their last group league trated on playing their natural game, the new recruit of Mohun Bagan 

match. Bengal scraped through. however staid. And their success is Being held by Madhya Pradesh in 

The Kerala boys play football in the for everyone to see. To top it all they their last match, Karnataka, the lor 

same style as Bengal — neat, short were functioning without several of mer champions, were detennined to 

passes, deft ball play and stress on their better players. Narander Guning give the holders a trying time, 'i'he 

possession football. Yet, they were no and Parminder Singh Of) could not champions were playing for a draw, 

match for Bengal Thomas Sebastian’s reach Jabalpur, being busy at the which would have taken them to the 

solo efforts down the left flank were police f^es, held concuirently with senu-finals, but Karnataka's rougli tac- 

the only interesting feature in Kerala’s the Santosh Trophy. Ace defender tics changed the situation. Punjab’s 

game. Gurcharan Singh Parmar was confined belter built forwards went out in full 

Bengal’s 2-0 victory was a worthy to bed for the bettor part of the throttle and 15 minutes to full time 

one, both the goals being scored by tournament due to a leg injury. And, in their Salisb Kumar Inioted home the 

Subir Sarkar. who has earned a repu- the final, Parminder Singh (sr) and winner. 

tation for wastuig chances alongwilh their first goalkeeper Ualjit Singh had In the semi-finals, Punjab look on 

Debaslus Roy, the Bengal skipper, to go off the field too. Goa. It was an uneven contest. The 

His first goal was off a Tamil Dey high Punjab’s track record in this year’s (loa players had promoted themselves 
cross, tapped in after Debashis Roy’s tournament had been far superior to to the semi-finals from the B hilai 

header was rapped out by the goal- that of Bengal. They had to overcome centre. In group three they had top- 

keeper. His second goal came in an hosts Madhya Pradesh (2-1) in front of ped the chart along with Maharashtra, 

almost identical fashion. a hostile, albeit scant, txowd, Gujarat Their first encounter ended goalless 

All the while the Kerala men were (8-0 with Kashmira Singh scoring a and a replay was ordered, (ioa won 

busy marking Bengal players who hattrick) and Karnataka. Their tough- 4-2, but lost out on time. Tht-y had to 

1 looked dangerous. While Krishiieiidu est match was against Karnataka. play their se.nii-final against Punjab 

i was pohied by one, Krishanu Dey had That they won bv a slender 1-0 margin two flays later. So, witfuiut lofKt, they 

to take considerable pains to elude the was not surprising if one considered travelled 11 hours bv bus to Jabalpur, 

othei defenders. This stress on mark- the presence of talented players like Their practice session on the eve of 

ing Krislianu had the cflect of stifling Mohammed Amjad. Mohammed Issac tin- semi-final could not be supervised 

the natural ball players' abilities. in their attack line. And their defence by their coach. 
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(»<n t It < vnt ♦ I ultd 
tal t onlr I *' 

thtirwont iijl 'ftht 

mdUh I ( my hi, 

nc%ci ij< J i*!> with 

({(kkI ]| iht flanks 

Camil ( was mis 

sfd r I w«n down to 

nil I nd lot no doubt 

but I 1 to ri produi e tlw ii 

nai 

III SiriKh s(.ortd Ihi all 
11 I 1 1 ‘uniab only di ft II 

f \lnitidi ind koiII it ptr 

I III Sitikhan ilk II li wid 

i III the tioi rinks 

itu tiiiil w IS htlttcn two 
I il fun)lb iillt II,il fhcri 
not t \ t II i wis) 11 I ubt in the 
els lull to Iht tdj)i u tirtht first 
nt in Iht loinnaini III Hi it ikniKal 
v< ri III J ih il))ui t( d inolish all 
opposition funiil) (01(1 <j s Virk 
howtKr w IS not iswoirud BtnKal 
havt mt lilt I ptrlouiiim up to the 
maik It hid mkI tin dav bdort 
We IK II t I lud W( will pill our 
nitunl 1,111 

And thit till \ did ihtv doprtd 
tailK s 111 It s( (11( (11 ( isv tf bt put 

into pii(tU( Dtipik Kuitiii thtii 
npihl ba(k would tnd 1 iw iid what 
t vt I hi m in ij>( d 1 1 1 , 11 his ft 11 to ind 
Mti h Kuniii upfront would lip it up 
Ctniisini up till njifit wing Sitish 
would ( ' I Ingfi id) into the box 
whtu K sill II llihiiiw int would 
shtHit hoiiK I In < i U I d so 
It iviiig lilt (iiiirt dm in ii t niuli 
lion tirnt ind thtn tht Ki muiutis 1 
txtri tiiiii goalliss w< s mainly dm to 
Iht |Kioi siiooting of Dlianwant lou 
pled with tiu ptniikcd lainming ot tht 
poalmoulli by tht Btngal defenders 
htnkil i)ln wis w lyw ird untidy 
and steniiiiKlv di intelisted They 
tried liMr ituk like tnking the 
ittKk ip th< nil Idle they were 
tiin ( lied of til iM Itu wingbuk 
\iiuiu* 'smt.h Bhitii hrishinu nttti 
itiiniKt I 1 1 ii iss tin Ktei 111 in the 

II III 111 But Iht hdtliiK hid trumbled 
0(111 iftet the whistle bk w sigiiilling 

the tnd ot tht stnii find mitt h Ih i 
Sint I w IS the only mm who put in 
lilt w Ilk Hikvsh finii lost liis 
I I I Im Hit It inyilpliyti md 
w ti wnthi yellow i lid Minor in 
I I iilliihityi t(Hi set nit d to i 
(III I in settling iieoimis physi 
tally 

Not In' lilt I (iigil play t rs are to 
beal ti tot'll blunt Ihey had iKtn 
busv Miy busy on tht tee of their 
tinil ma h. settling nmney matins 
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Vantage point Soccer fana watch the BengahPuniab final 


with club otfiaals who had come from 
tikutti to seeure playtis for the 
lortheoming se ison And some pliy 
ets eyen had then baggige mo\ed ml 
ot the hotel in the earlyr hoius ot the 
diy Ihtv were leaying mimedialth 
ifter the mateh with then rtspttiive 
eluhs to sign the papers of ti inslei 

I xenses followed (oi Bengil while 
funjibitjoiced lobe hone t I'unnb 
pitted positne football while Bengal 
were bogged down by t(Hi muih pi in 
ning biagging md the ir moit il ft ir of 
uijurmg' I limb lhat would lesult m 
then pnet s plummeting ii the Uanstei 
market 

About the oiganisational facilities 
the less said the bettei Madhya 


fnde h f H)tt)ill \ssorntion secret 
11 V > f Deb w is busy attenduig to 
the I ' f s m tht St ind mist of the 
lime riUitr thin ensure a smooth 
(induet of the tournament That the 
teams were getting no transport to 
the preclite grounds did not seem to 
bothe i him 1 he Punjab team got theu" 
trmsport for the hnal mateh at 3 15 
pni with the mateh scheduled to befpn 
at 145 pni Tht final therefore, 
starred 35 niinules late Neither was 
he woined about the incident of a 
iathie hat ge outside the gate on the day 
ol the final is polite tiled in vain to 
control unruly erowds 

tutu Kimr from Jabtipiir 
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Viigntia Slims Icnnis C hampionship 

Martina scores a duck 

She wi)n the title, but the bonus was a much-awaited duck meal 

cooked by her mother 


M \K|IN\ NASKMII \s his 

t IK iiiiii ‘■tl ^'111 III Iht VII >511111 
Shill liiinpioMship ha phctdhcias 
tin ai(ii-.|iuU d Niunht i Om iin i \i.i\ 
ciiiiiputi I It loiiki cl Iiki the icplav (it 
till is Open IS Him Maiiclliki i i 
lolkd ovii Lhiis J \«it Hovel omc 
IIUIM 1)1 llIU SIK ( uuihiiii.’ to tllL 
nu>;hu M Him I Still the ittenlioii was 
piiiiidtiK lo( usi d on in m ii old Sit Hi 

(ii it 

llitv I Hilt tl th( el Hid tin lit ot th( 

\ Hf/iiii I stun -,t lit i) (k tti inint tht 
Niiiiiljt 1 (lilt w in 111 1 tilt I'WiSfi 

tl mil t I II 't 11 i1k \ It tuiiii d 

\Mlti It I \ I I I i Ik I (ii ( (1)1) 

liovti III I It tl n 'll! tilt \umt>tt 
I ill I ( |ll V I t I * I t I 

Vi*' \ IHItl ll W 1(1 1 ISt L, )t 
til (I 1 111) i \ i Kt d 

I til It w Nil I I Due I 1 

H til IV t I I 11 I I V ' u ii( d 

ill! V\ I S npui ll I I nks 

pi IV t I K 1(1 I ). I I ll lit 11(1 It \t 11 
t 1(1 M IIMil V I It ll 1 t t tills md 
till i St Ji v\ (I 111 \111 11111 Slims 

I I I III I I MII I to M H ll 

willi Ml I IS I II It I iK d lit d It 
Nt V 'l It VI i I s I t(i t juU I 

' till ll I \ I t 11 I ( i \t vv \ 11 
M Htii I h 1 11) I I I p lint illv I 
» 1 >ti wit' I 111 VI It Hit ( s 
liidoii ind i)iU V. Ill who sut 
iLitdlui iliiid w ll t Hill dtl( It d 
tht hind ot Mil tin I it lit I till is 
linal ll (I till) It du (oiild idd till) 
nuirt l)\ winnint. Iht Ni vv khI iviiit 
she would lie 1(1 pt ii ilii id ot 
Martini ind tndtlu t ison is Nntii 
Iki Dm HI Iht Nil i' suits 
1 hoiMaitini mi thus the Nuinbti 
One issiie w IS SI Hit (t in tht tmil of 
the Xiisli ilim Dpi 11 vhiih Mirtina 
had (lamed I sniilv t lu is and Marti 
na do not ti ivc < to \ tialia to deeidi 
the* N imhti Dm i sm but this tune 
Mitv Well liiucd In Hi i Manelliki 
va tht 111 Hu >tni I * thi tii uH 
aftti shi j'ullt t lit lu c ninth a 
them ll tht I s Dpt It 11 III \1 lUiii IVI 
Chns Wfon the IS Open msttad ol 
Mandiikova the Nunibti One dispute 
would not hiivo bvtn laistd even bv 
computers 

Statistics favoured Mditin<. She 


hid won two 1(1 Hid lim i tills 
(Winil)leclon ind Iht \usli iliini wliilt 
Lhtis onlv tool- the I it iii li She held i 
idv lilt i>,e ovti Liu IS duiinv, ihi 
stasori and had also won JI ol thi 
tornnanu Ills she eiiUitd while Lhiis 
onlv minavitd l> 'Vtl Maitina who 
leeeiitlv Kiosstd 1(1 million doliii in 
( Hill t iinin^js hid ti pion luisell 
to tht Slims loniputti 

Martina Navratilova s 
historic four-set win in 
the Virginia Slims 
championship has 
placed her as the 
undisputed Number 
One on every computer 
system 



lioniiallv M mdlikov i vvhi li 
stailtd tht mt IS m tin hrst pii v 
would sort It out m \i w \<)ik bv 
btaUriit Lhtis in the stmi imils and 
Ihtn lonctdinv to Miitmi in tht 
tiiial 

hir Mindlikiiv i ii w l^ i tiplav ol 
tlie l)S Ojitn until iht liiiils Slit 
swept past /ina (iiiiisoi ii tli tiist 
lound ind Lliiidn Koiidt Kil ili tin 
toutth steeled Wist titiiiim In ton 
(hallinf5iiii5 Lhii llu IS (i|)(n 
thdinpioii nude no siiitt ot iiti dis 
pliasuie ol Im mi i inkt J I) liuul sti tti 
tiiil ()) ind Kohde Kilsc'i '•lu vva> 
piitkiiiiilv > Mtii ll I the 1 1 I ilijl 
tin! WIKI vv IS onlv t( nth ii \ imnia 
Slims point siHidiiiL, w is \imihti 
Ihiee on Iht W1 \ lit vk I Piikaid 
voiiiputii linkups md v iiisequeullv 
sttdtd Niinibci Ihiti m Iht t inii 
nit 111 Ihtn lit sonit pi vtis who 
pkiv b\ the computei ■■lit slid iltei 
iitt (|uittti Imil match iuim''i Kohd 
Kilseh Ihev plav at (til im tiint lo 
lailkhiKlui 1 think to bt t piolt Kit 
il plav touiniminl'- md (l< not w iiiv 
iboul lilt suit lit Ol HU lb ll). vise 
^he w Is ((>t imK n It iiiiu ll Hk lict 
tint ( 1 li hid iilivt ! J h 1'' I iiini 
me 1 1 duiiiu lilt It IS ll 

VI hilt M mdlikov i w i i n itiiik Hu 
loiiliovtisv in ve 11 old Stclli (»ral 
was poiiiK ibout ht i bustnt ss is usii li 
i ll n ind cjuiet iindt r tlu w iti htui t ve 
ot lit 1 (oath and tatlu t E^i u i Sht had 
nolhim, to sav ibi ut the whole is m 

Iht optiuni.' Ill Itch httwttn sttllt 
and tiabntki Sibimi >1 Vii'tntina 
another 1(> vi n old stii ot woui<ni> 
tennis was i ('limpst ot the tutuie 
(rahiitla vv is out ot tin tin ut toi two 
months lakmy a n si Hti lick of 
piat lict <md st mmi i she wed alter the 
second set which she won aitei a 
Ilf bn ikc I sht iiM lolded in the 
thud Id mi, to iji li ioi Iht third iimt 
III I w Hitt dll II iiiimu davs SieHi 
Is I DC 1 pli tl ibiiela aid wiih 
the ht 1)) of Ik 1 met urn mteipu tti 
lioth ol us liavt a loni^ Uitiirt 
toxcthii We will plav manv matches 
toKelher I hat is if they don I Rtl 
UDuiidoi bum themselves out which 
is eommun these davs 
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S lfcFFi GRAI* stolt lb< ImuJubi 
of the toumamt nt In h<. r tuiinitii, 
wm over Pam Shnui m jtu dl Hit 
Inggest upset ot th \ II >11111 Slims 
champtonships II uit lutk Ui 
neck in thu m>, sits in the 
blisiU niit li \ VI \ ork at tht I S 

Open / iiLhs ago lortune 

iavouii I II ivt Otinun at that 
time luomi wastuidifkitnl 

this I iihir Fain Shnvtt who 
had d Canadian bt iiity C iilin>, 
B iht opining I ound wish 4 
ai in the stiond slI tuim iktt 
}l «i\( w IS uiibtlK V ibli ind she 
iiid t nd the dav with 11 lu s \ 1 1 
s shi was getting ri idv to ilosi out 
till tiibnikd ind tht iiiatth her 
voung (vitinaii ii\ il withslotKl two 
bo<)min>. str\is iiid went on to win 
the titbit iki It 7 > In iht thud stt 
Gi if bigin to s(i\t btUii ind with 
I thill pissing shots biokt Sluivti in 
j thi tigiiih glint Hit (nl\ bn ik ton 
i ttdtd bv tilt Xinttitan i i(iiltliii 
wis ill II I It st( il tilt in Hill lid 
St t up St III! tin i) lilt t ling with M ii ii 
nt SlinMi ind Mitlirn hid ilit h 
bitn ip tt m till (t md it und ot th 
doubit In tvtnuiil vvinmis M mtlli 
kov I iiul Windv luinbiill 
M iitin I N i\i itil \ lud>i\ti (ill 
a dt moribtiatiim ot nt it ptiltu ttnius 
in the Slims of tht I S Optii Shi 
did till Slim il tht (iirdtn ( i I hid 
an imprisMvt hi pit itiii ol in t 
stnts (oiiipiltd to VI 11 tin IS (lO 
ilowtvit M irtin 1 h III It ui iits ind s 
stiMtt wHim IS ignnst tht voungs 
Uisltnii stiMtt winiiti Miitini was 
It tht ml times wliilt (nil 
appioithtfl It onh 0 Hints in all I hit 
niidt I tumi tiiious dillitiiut in tin 
'iiniinuU hj (»-'initth Miitmi 
111 l round tittuii Uin I’litlps hid 
tsptrumtd tht sinii tn itimnt 
silt s likt 11 It It tilt mt so quiik 
i i n \ h id s ml \ )u iust tr\ to I lugh 
It (lit Hill n t git mid 

Clin Ivtit IIomI w is in no 
Ilugliing miKKi 1 M indlikin i In g in lo 
plat It ind mouse withluT U the net 
tnlhfii stiuHiiiil iht bittti me mot 
It s oi he I I s (Jpt n lie It il w is ti e sh in 
Chits s mind i slit took on the most 
uiipudktiblt pi nil oi the womtns 
eireim \l>oul Him vou e in titvit 
s n IS tht t omtiK nl <it most pi n 11 s 
S|k lommttted ihI mlts m tompuison 
t( Jhln Chiis mil still won tht mitih 
Both hid eqUil numbtt ol bit ik 
pomls luut, tub but Mindlik \i 


Mandllkova’s form hat bean pro- 
dietably unpradictabla 
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Graf managed just four games against the perfect Martina 


Li pit ilisi cl on SIX ol them and Chris 
nkinaged uiil\ four lhat madi. (he 
\ilal differiiict liana pinned Chiis (o 
the biseliiiL and t auKht htr flat loottd 
tin It \ 1 al til (asions I unt and ajjain 
thus would make it touch voile> and 
each tinu tht utipi edit table Creeh 
with t dariiiH 11spunst tame up with a 
winiiti 

Mandlikova was stroking the ball 
fluintlv and lushing to the net 
as odt II .IS she ettuld She took 
thantes on hti sttond serve ind won 
points on 'll) pel tent ol them while 
Chns could do so only for ')2 pti tent 
of lu I see Olid serve s liana was at the 
net 34 times and won 23 points in the 
process as compared to Chris eight 
tups to the net foi J pouits 

Her temper which has let her down 
many a time in the past seemed to be 
Mandlikov a’s saving grace After 
cLuining the lust set eorafoitably at 
b-J she dropped two service games 
and jeopardised a 5 2 lead over Chns 
in the second When the net cord 
judge reported a code violation against 
ner in the form of audible obscenity 
she was reallv angry "I used my 
anger the nght way In this case, they 
upset my mood’, she said Her anger 
roused her to break Chns for a 6 5 
lead and to hold her own serve to win 
the set 7-5 and the match She 
vehemently denied that she had said 
any fout-letter word as accused by the 


net cord judge 

Vet ncithei het temper noi lui 
me I edible talent would help M indliko 
\a in lici finals against M iitin i N.ivia 
tilova All she eould do w is to shiu 
thi making oi histoiv ui mode in ten 
nis Hana and Maitina bee imc the 
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hist women m the liiMon l pmlis | 
Sion il te nni-. to jil o i lout sr i ii u| 

It was tlu 111 t time ^iiiee l‘H)l whei ' 
Ih/ibetli Moon debated Mvitl 
Me \teit UI ti\i ‘>tis 111 I'hil ideliihi 
thit two woiiun Missed the lout si 
in II k Hit \ III mi I Slims < h iiti 
pi<inshi|i 1 ihe onh touinanieiil wiih i 
five sei hull Mlhomdi it w is inlio 
duet <1 III Uu II t two fin ils weic 
s(i ludii i! wiis loi Miilini 

I Ol the hi't w > els it looked like 
hisloiv w mill Invi ti w iit .mother | 
M II Hu III < ell ill hej'.iii with I 
hrt il .11 nil i \1 I ilik IV I look 32 I 

miiuiti s Hu I I (' 'u L, m the same 
w IV but M I 11 I ould iioi iflow j 

Mmdlik 1 to bu I bilk IS in the' 
lust lust III slu M|)t till it in 17 
miiiuti I I ibl bn e I I ) ginie 

sti< ik m ilu pi HI S(K did even 
lliinc, iiid Mil veil 111 Miitma 

souneleel like i luliilint iliild is she 
iKilltel til It el Now iiiiiiv shot'- 
did 1 1111 s in ihit s( t I niisstd six 
pouts but 'i V I II h ts did I 
nil I I ' ’ IVthing went 

light (MUM ' I f I d \( Ik V 1 hit 
(venthtiiu i ill I to)) pm the 
biikliind V Ik v till hukh.iiKl lob 
Ihe ehopvolkv M\ iiK mist ike was 
1 diop shot 

Mmellikovi ii ik tlu (hud set l> 3 
hut It hiidlv ic t milled lu i fieti/ied 
displiv n mist elms tlu iln he tote 
but otilv (II ibli d lu I 1 1 III j) 111 of the 

u(Old Ixi )l I I ( I II il III (he 

liiiitih itui I It 11 11 I till toiiith 

se t I •■iiie d vl n ii i hi i swe e t 
leve ngi 

Miitiii till 1 tlu I lonsolatton 
pi I/I 1< I I nidlii V I III side s the 
>(10 11(1(111111111 ij 111 (|iH III invita 
turn to the duel iiic il lu i motilei had 
(ooKe d 1(11 lu I I It w I (lu 1 ist few 
elav (t lu 1 iiiotlu 1 s si i\ in I SA Slie 
wiiiled this wif esjuinllv foi her 
niotlu I iiid foi he I it It w is like 
the King III tlu ki he s.]kI 
le lining tot I t tliii thiisHst the day 
be tille wliun ii uk he Ilu undisputed 
(himiuoii I 1 u- 1 well IS of tlie 
St \iiuiH '■lim season 

M iitin I proiiii e s I he hack lor heu 
foilttli lonuiiiiivi title ] am re¬ 
tie slied id In le ul i go , she 

nd I ' 1 1 ( 1)1 i I'll a tough 

b'lie tiv I I II sill) Numbei 
‘'IK Mil ih sl25 t«J0 first 

pii/ iiul Ilu (ilHI St,II end 

Ijoiiu lu ini' \n 1 1 (I One has be- 
eomc Pviie 1111)1011 int toi the'supreme 
(h 1111)11011 o) Will I ns tennis 

Georg* H Goorge, Now Yorti 
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ikich teams are dangerous 

keir Radned^, Assodate Editor of World Soccer asses^s 
the situation and feels both Poland and the Soviet 
Union could go a long way in Mexico 


F C . nation of such size, such 
iurces and such international 
po i, it is remarkable how the 
n. jnal football team of the Soviet 
I .'iKMi appears to ‘freeze’ so consis¬ 
tently in the World Cup. 

Not that senior sports officials in 
Moscow are oblivious to the fact. How 
could they be? Since the Soviet Union 


rejoined FIFA, the world governing 
body, after the last war, they have 
qualified regularly for the finals. Vet 
dieir best firash remains the fourth 
place acquired in England in 1966. 

After each failure, 'the blame has 
been apportioned in different direc¬ 
tions. Perhaps the coach is to blame 
and is fired or, at the least, sent back 


to the club from which he was bor¬ 
rowed; sometimes it’s the sport's 
offidals themselves who must carry 
the can—though they are not the ones 
who go out on the pitch; and some¬ 
times it's the players’ human weak¬ 
nesses which get the blame. 

Such was the case after the Soviets 
reached the second round of the 1982 


t 

4 ■ 

t 'J**- 


OI*s Blokhin (toft) it txperioncad, tmootti and txtrtmtly dtngarout 






25 


finals in Spam vet weakiv conceded a 
gcullebs draw to Poland in a match 
they had to win to enter the semi 
finals 

On tlieu return to Moscow the 
finger of guilt was pointed largely ui 
the direction of the Dynamo Kiev 
forward Oleg Blokhm Coach Kon 
btantin Beskov claimed that Blcrichin 
had spent too much time on the pitch 
moaning and complainmg and not 
enough time trying to put things right 

Blokhm the senior Soviet interna 
tional foimer European Footballer of 
Uk Trcai all time record goal scorer 
m the Soviet supreme league was 
put out to grass by new manager 
Eduard Maloftyev 

But when It comes to the Woild 
Cup and the attendant pressures the 
most \ inl (lement is experience And 
no phver has more mtcmational ex 
pentnee than Blokhm—a member of 
the Kiev ham who m 1975 became 
the tirsi Soviet side to win a Furoptan 
club trophv when thtv luidcd the 
Cupwmniis Cup 

Milolcvcv IS well iw irc of the 
impoilmcc otcxpciicncc m the World 
Cup He should know Bcfoic he built 
I second succcsslul career in minagc 
imiil It Dvnam Minsk Malofcvcv 
wIS limiself i fine ioiwircl Indeed iic 
w IS 1 me nibc r of that side who 
Imisht il ft iirtli m the 19h6 World Cup 

llnis despite suggestions thil 
Blokhm w IS 1 nished ind should be 
ignuicd Milofeycv rtcilled him to 
dutv when the World Cup qualifiers 
got undei w iv 

I he Soviets hid to make up loi lost 
lime Ihev had blundered out of the 
1984 Fureipean championship in the 
quilitvmg lounds ind their Olvmpie 
ambitions had been thwarted bv the 
politn illv ordered boycott of I os 
Angeles 81 \t leist the Dlympit 
qmlihers hid provided an o|iportunitv 
loi Mililevev to bung through new 
stirs sueli is Oleg Piotasov—seorer 
of I domestic teioid $5 goils last 
season tor Dnepr 

By niixmg the newcomers with the 
old guard he was soon creating a 
potent mixture It was one which 
prove 1 too good for FngUt^ in a 
Weinbley fnendlv at the end^if the 
1983 84 season The Soviets scored 
then first tvti win m London hv I <1 
thanks to goals trom (jotsnianov and 
Protasov who was playing m the 
European Youth 1 mals only four years 
ago 

Malofevev has built his tcim on 
etfertive tactical Imes with a four 



Smolarek (right) Ingenious 


strong midhcld mide up or phvers 
who ire as readv to lie Ip out iii 
detenee as thev art to support the two 
stnkers Such tacties easilv stifled 
1 nglind at Wembltv and could Ik 
ideal for Mexico where the heat ind 
altitude will rtwatd those teams with 
the ability to ceinservc the ball—and 
entigy—and forte the opposition to 
wuik themselves into the ground 
With experience and imbilious 
vouth »s respeetivtlv repiescnled bv 
Blokhm and Protisov plus the supeib 
goalkeeping ot Kmat Dissiyev the 
Soviet*- could go 1 king wiv 

W ill N Pol ind were ninitd is the 
sixth seeds lor the Woikl Cup 
finals in Mexiio plavers and ofheiils 
were both delighted and depiesscd 
liiev were pk istd with the seeding 
honour but deprt ssed by the r< w iid 
ot occupvmg—top plate m i gioup 
centered on the north e istem citv ol 
Montern v which is close to se i levt I 
ind notorious tor its he it 
(froup iivals F nglmd Monxco ind 
F’ottugal will tackle that chilletigc b\ 
staving at altitude and coming down to 
Monterrey s i eenologu o and Unnci 
sitano stadi 1 just fill the gimes 43ul 
Poland manager Antoni Pie i him/el 
has decided on anottiu mote con 
troversial solution 

1 he Poles are to st iv in Montei i e \ 
Piechnie/ek says I atei m the fimls 
we hope we will have to move up to 
other cities and phv at altitude I he n 
we shall have to find othei seilutions 


But we wanted to deil with 
immediate pioblem of the he it ind e 
out plavers accustomed to ihit 
Star forw ird Zbignuwv Bonn k i 
bnlliantiv consistent iomi sinct h< 1 
European club champions luventtis I > 
Roma last summer is among Ptc Inn 
zeks ticKcst entics Bonick sav*. 
Our preparition is all wiong ^^c 
cannot hope to do Will Wt must have 
expenence of piaving at iltitude 11 is 
too laU to just go along and hojie that 
It will woik out all nght At this level 
such things do not happen 
Poland wt re thud in tin Wmld Cup 
finals in both 1971 m West (»emianv 
and in 1982 m Spun Plavtis such as 
Ka/iu Dtvna Robiit liadocha and 
Gr/egor/ 1 ato wen i lu Iv known to 
miss a tuck md ('K«hiiic/ck is in the 
same mould 

Picchnie/tk ic iliscs tint if Pol ind 
are to get anvwlicu nc it winning the 
Woild Cup thtv need not move out of 
Monteircv until the sc nn finds I hit 
IS bee lus* (he gioup winni is st iv ui 
Monternv tor the stcoiid md (hud 
loiinds \nd tint i*. win ihc Poles 
pnonlv IS to stiv jiut ind kt then 
opponents tome down to thm level 

Ihe Ikilish It im m Mexico will lx. 
packc d with t xpe uc m t i spt c i illv m 
defence Goalkcepci lo/scf Mlvnaii 
/hv now long pist tlu siige when he 
collected an interntionil siis|Knsion 
for turning up lor i flivht lining Ind 
one dunk loo nnnv pin Ins tooth ill 
with one o( Poitucil tip ti tins 
Porto 

In the iiiiddk ot ili It n c \\ nl idv 
sliw /miida luvv Inppilv iMovered 
(tom I 'tiing it SITU us 111)1111( s ins 
had his siUtv litsi qipiouli turthei 
honed thiough plnm, m Itilv —loi 
t icniom sc 

And in ittuk wlutt in thr pist 
the Pole lnv( usinllv inii onlv oik 
rdiabk Imislui (Ikk ii ii(wtluie 
Wmgci Wlode k Sin 1 111 new t ir 
DiiiUs/ D/ut in wsli inci Boiutk 
Bonick sns he willictiu fioin (he 
iMtioinl t( im iMti this VV nld Cup 
But lit IS onlv to iiicl ll c )) u c and 
ittac king inspir III n lu Ins sheiwn this 
ST ison It Ivoin <k iii imti itc whv 
luvciUus pud H nilliim lor him a 
iccord toi 111 I I ttin 1 uiopean plav 
ei (out vt irs n 

With Pit(him/( k 1 ) plan Mlvniu 
vl and/m icid U (I Unci Itmiek md 
D/iek mowski to ill 1 k Pol ind pioni 
ISC to look wroithv ol then seeding 
vvhitt VCr the i ondilioiis md whatc vtr 
the opjMisition 



T he countdown to the 
big kick off at Mexico 
has entered its final phase, 
with barely two months to 
go. With bated breath the 
world awaits the start of 
one of its greatest sporting 
events. Uneasy lie the 
heads of several team bos¬ 
ses of Europe and Latin 
America. 

'Phe managership of a 
leading World Cup conten¬ 
der Ls a cruel burden, one 
to age any man. The trials 
of the office are mind- 
boggling and at the moment 



the lives ol people like 
Enao Bearzot, Bobby Rob¬ 
son, Hcnn Michel or Franz 
Beckenbauer seem headed 
for deep trouble in the 
midst of a Rowing crescen¬ 
do of criticism from the 
Press as well as the public. 

Enzo Bearzot is an 
enigmatic personality. Out¬ 
wardly, he IS so simple— 
rather ununpressive. In 
essence, he is too tough a 
man—too sure of himself— 
to bow to any amount of 
pressure that criticism , 
might build up on him. In • 
the last two World Cups 
that he has led Italy, Bear¬ 
zot has inevitably been the 
most bitterly criticised 
coach on earth. But each 
time Bearzot has had the 
last laugh. 


In 1978, the soured Ita¬ 
lian Press did not give liim a 
chance. They attacked his 
choices for the team, his 
reluctance to infuse fresh 
bl(X)d in place of some play¬ 
ers wlio seeme.d to be run¬ 
ning out of breath. Even 
his ability to motivate his 
boys psychologically was 
questioned. Bearzot left 
Italy for Buenos Aires in an 
atmosphere of despair. 

But Italy had a few sur¬ 
prises to spring. Stung by 
an early goal by France in 
their very first match, they 
came out of their shell not 
only to down the French 
but eventually to beat 
Argentina and finish fourth 
in tlie tournament. Bearzot 
had his revenge. 

But 1982 once again 
found the coach in the eye 
of a blazing controversy. 

As Italy laltered in their 
opening games in Spain 
Bearzot faced a fresh 
attack from some of his 
colleagues in the game' and 
of course some ‘Iriends' in 
the Press. 

But oiu e again there 
were a few surprises in 
store tor the critics. Sur 
prises that covered Italy 
with glory. As tliey entered 
the second stage of the 
tournament Italy and Paolo 
Rossi struck woiidertnl 
form. Rossi scored as many 
as six goals in the last three 
games. And the rest is 
history. 

In 1986, Enzo Bearzot is 
once again under severe 
fire from his own country¬ 
men. The present Italian 
team, now awaiting their 
departure for Mexico has 
been described by many as 
dull, unimaginative, lacking 
in speed and the all • 
important killer instinct. 
Italians have no gi'cat ex¬ 
pectations about them. 

But Bearzot htis. He is 
as confident as ever and 
those who rely on his track 
record at Argentina and 
Spain refuse to write liim 
off. Bearzot might just turn 
on l«s old magic, they be¬ 
lieve, If he does Bearzot 
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Robson s boys st the Sphinx and Pyramid of Gyza during a sight-seeing tour of Cairo 


will '^il( III I Ins I Mill s tiiK t 
111(1 loi ill 

C M I K. ihdiiiul in till 

lilt III \it;t iitiin in (. n 

III Hil itdii ils I Hit \i 
utTilim in nit <lii hivi littli 
< n*i(l( IK t in luin I h< v 
lull iil( Ins sii it( r\ Ihi \ 

(l( 11 inti Ins iHituflt to tlu 
I mil ilii V iiindiiiinliis 
t houi (I |)l i\n ilu \ lind 
hull Willi ilino 1 iinllniu 
lu (I t nn <lt tision In 
m il I s 

\iid I III lul I sliiu (I up I 
li II III Ism 1 In I slum, 

Vllll lilt I \l 1,1 111 III IS 

nnstpopuiii (III 
lit f It ts i)ii III 11 lint I 
I’ i"- u II (lit t ilu I hit I 
lit hill (I 11 till n ilKiii s 
l‘h''‘ii 111 ,ill III di intd 
Inn Ilu nil m t Min 
It 11)1 II' d I d n iili i( 
iniiin li\ mill mil n 
liisiunioi Ditii "III idoiii 
l‘is III II nmiin til lit l\ 
(IilI lit d hi nsf II iin i\ iil 
<ii)lt loi M( vi( (I I III 
Aiijt iiliiu so I ti It (ki 1 
tumtiMiktonsidti ibit puns 
intI i VI iitii illv still t tdt d 
ininikiiidpidti Ihil s( ns 
uni III) 

In SpiinDituo Mn itioni 
WJs SI iitiJv siiut sslul 
(h<mtt.s.iu tht idimtiut 
bov would tun into sitnilai 




The Aztec Stadium gets ready for the inaugural game 
on May 31 between Italy and Bulgaria 


! li oubit s in Mt xit o as well 
beiHK a t onst int tar^rl of 
his MV al dt ft ndt i s Jiilai do 
should have it distdlhal 
vttpians like I’assaiella 
now in foiniidiblt form in 
Ualv with huntnlin 1 tould 
h( 1U r suit his pill posts 
th 111 lilt N ipoli supt 1 stai 
H< t oiild ill ifford to upst t 
him Alt’! nliniins lit not 
I'oinplop II don Inin toi 
tint 

In 1 nf^l iiid ind (k iiiiinv 
tilt livt s of Ixihhv Kohson 
iiid 11 111 / lit t kt III) lut I ait 
tnowiiu,! qii illv tlilfituh IS 
tin II II linn ind \il,( iitinian 
tounti ipiiis Ilu 1 ni'l 111(1 
111 III mi I h I lilt idv 
St 11 ltd howiiu sunso| 
ti nil 111 il nil imp It 

II lint lit II ' iniiii uts ihoiit 
pi \t I II11 ni.1 iiid 

Il I III lion lit 
h III! I (It II ilu iiiiioris 
P I tint II t In III It Kohson 
IK i d 111 t lilt II III dt ]nitv III 
01 |i I ' Il indit tilt tub 
wt II 

I tiiw I t i-.tht pliuhl 
oltlii l\ iisi I lilt puss 
uiisliivt ili( id V pros I’d 
too mill li I II liini to be ii 
bi III/ Hi ik nhauti has 

III idt up 1 1 - iinnd t) (|uit 
afti I till Ml Slid Muridiil 
suit css 01 iailuM 









M arch 17.1897 a 

•tadmin eroectailv 
conitructed tn Carbon city 
II host to the world 
heavyweight championship 
bout between Gentleman 
Jim Corbett and Bob titz 
tttnmoni) Kound 1 i Cor¬ 
bett s glen t ^ art slippery 
with th( (h tllenger s blood, 
yet uonii.aiIv the next 
round IV ill see Corbett a 
\j(iiri of two of boxing 
history b primary ahera- 
ti ins Round 14 Fitzsnn 
nions sideatMs feints and 
delivers the mat ever 
knockout punch to the solar 
plexus, rendering Corbett 
paralysed for over a mi¬ 
nute Yet, more important 
he » now the only*Bntisher 
to have held the world title 
Eiidtty-nine years have 
passed since Carson at^ 
and no British heavyweight 
has proven to be even a 
serious contender with the 
arguable exceptions of 
Henry Cooper and Tommy 
Farr 

But m the midst of this 
El 


comes Frank Bruno Black 
fitness crazy and with a 
letlul right (ask Geme 
Coetzee), he is now the 
contender for the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) 
heavyweight aown 
Bruno s test was his fight 
agamst South African Ger- 
ne Coetzee last month 
Promoters Mike Barrett 
and Mickey Duff had asked 
the WBA to recognise the 
contest as an “ofiicial eb- 
muiation for the title Yet 
this trial was the cause of 
much speculation on 
numerous fronts 
Initially, the issue of 
apartheid was the focus, 
widi sections of the public 
and ex-boxer John conteh, 
urging Bruno to forfeit the 
fii^t due to Coetzee's 
^th Afiican connections 
Surpnsmgly the more se- 
nous controversev ron- 
cemed the alle^ use of 
Coetzee as s 'fall guy ’ The 
argument insisted that the 
flimby, out of touch and 
mept Coetzee was hardly a 





worthwhile opponent for 
the hardy Bruno Infsctan 
ironmonger in En^and, 
wdio had a couple of pounds 
on Bruno was quoted as 
saying The word is that 
Bruno cannot lose, because 
Terry Lawless (Bruno s 
manager) and Mickey Duff 
are too clever They would 


not have taken this fi#t if 
Bruno could be beaten I 
have seen this Cfoetzee 
fight and this Coetzee is 
no good at all Too slow I 
think Bruno mil be too fast 
for him " 

C OETZEE asserted that 
he had trained suffi- 


cientiy, but tnousands of 
people saw, that even if he 
had, it wasn't enough Bru¬ 
no, with shades of Ab com¬ 
ing throu^, predicted 
“This IS my year to be 
world chanpon I've got 
to knock him down. And 
with an executioner's prea- 
sumheihd. 
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With Coelzei on the de 
tente Kruno aftei a few 
<ircunis|)cctjabs lunedin 
a wondrous njtht to have 
Coet/t e counted till eif^t 
And the n in an even more 
brutal .Ktion replay 110 
beccnids into the first 
round the riRht descended 
and a da/td Coetree skid 
ded through the ropes U 
was all over After ten 
years since Richard Dunn 
was mauled bv Ah Britain 
iKiw had a sc nous t onten 
dcrfoi the heavyweiuht 
UtJe 

Yet Bruno like the other 
Bntons before him is a 
flawed contender What is 
really toitunUe howc\t i is 
that he d(H sn t suftc r ftom 
the maiadic s th it the quin 


tessentia! Bntish boxer did 
He IS certatniv not small at 
Oft Jm 18 not affected by 
the ‘bleeder syndrome 
personified by Henry Coop 
erand moreover isen 
dowed with a savage punch 
(ten of his last 12 fights 
have been won on 
knockout) 

Nevertheless the im 
mense difference in stan 
dard betwee n the Amer 
leans and him i emains 1 he 
presc nt bunch ui Y anks 
have tome thiough the 
ranks the hard way their 
pnmarv assets being pow 
er s|)ted occasional 
glimpses ol SI lencc and 
most important resilience 
Ihcirabilitv to absorb 
punishment rccupeiatc 
and c omc bac k ao strong'y 




MIMi ItoavfiniflM 

1*37 Tommy Farr dutpomied by Joe louis 
19® Opn Cootceit Mauled by Rocky Marciano 
1959 Bwi Undon FeWed by Floyd PaBeraon 
1866 Brian London Knocked out by Muhammad Ali 
IBM Henry Cooper Savaqed by Muhammad Ali 
187* Joe Bugner Outpointed by Muhammad Ati 
1876 Pilchard Ounn Savaged by Muhammad Ak 
1886 Frank Bryno 


lb apparent Thiscorres 
pondmgK raises an in 
ttresting question Kruno 
< an give but can be take'* 

T he Ameiican s supt'iiot 
skill notwithst inding Km 
no s tempciamc ni c oiiid 
plavadttisivc lole flu 
onlv bltmi'h on his near 
peiftcl (■'7 1)11 cord was 
due to a tempt i imc nt il f ii 
lure onMav IMSl 
itlc r It tiding on points he 
ho/t agiinst Ann lit an 
jimes Koneciushti Smith 
and w IS ptoin])tl\ KO cd 
toihissins He w IS IS 
tight as I dmm said man<i 
gtrlawless iwflii that 
such a rt petition dm mg the 
WKA hn il c ould 11 suit m 
Kiunosmassacit 
1 Ol the time being 
howevtt Biuiiuw iits His 
ihilltngt lot the WKA title 
tent itivt K tiscd for tunc 
11 his lx tn postponed 
dut to ininquuv i immit 
tei sdtusion ICC, Il dine 
I ini Uitlicispc on s <11* c< 1 
ust ol m mill in i be loit Hi 
tt itine, loriv liibbsfoi tiu 
\\K\iiown Iheiommit 


He can give but can he take'> 


toe inquiring into the drug 
scandal have dee ided on a 
1 o mail h betwf en With 
trsprxHiand lubbs and in 
dll piolubilitv Kruno will 
challenge the winner in 
Septembei 

if somehow ht wen to 
win Ki uno may t nte r the 
louniamt nt organised bv 
pioniolei Don King and 
lleime Bosoltiit btlwetn 
the hokicisotthe WKA 
WKC ind IKF title s to de 
iide tbi real he aw weight 
eh iinpion ot the woild 

But that smelt conjee 
tuie Hardemdenticb 
would sav he h isn t chance 
in hell Knts would rise 
inpitnolu spkiulout to 
wluspet fuitivi h that he 
mav win But Kiiino knows 
tIu liuthlusinhistists lie 
e mt list ISioiinds solu 
must kiuH k t m out 

t ome S( ptemix i Biiino 
w ill not me rc l\ lx lighting 
I iihlis Ol With* ispiMin Heir, 
w ill IxTTiitlnu ig iirisf gq 
y* II ol Butish boxing his 
ton 


Rohtl BHtnath 






Lethal Lineker 

* )xM )rd United player 'Frevor 
liebberd analyses llie many 
iaeets of Enulish (uothairs most 
lethal striker, (larv laneker 


A neat finish and lots of pace 
that s Lineker for you 
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( WOULD have been very surprised 
if the PFA Footijaller of the Year I 
award had not gpne to Gary Lineker. 

One of the big problems in asses¬ 
sing the top playejs in England over 
the last 12 monttii'is that because of 
the dispute between the TV com¬ 
panies and the Football League, which 
meant no matches being screened 
uiitil January, we have not seen that 
mi ch of them! Still, I don’t tliink 
anyone will quibble with my choice of 
^Lineker for the top PFA award. Ty 
' me, lus record (33 goals up to todiiy's 
programme) puts him head and-i^ul 
ders above the other contenders^ 

It can be argued that any-siriker 
would get a high number of goals in a, 
team as strong as Everton. 1 am sure 
Lineker, bought from Leicester’ 
£fJ(X),(J00 before the start of the 
son. would be the first to admit that he 
has benefited by having better playt'r.s 
around him. 

The point is best illustrated by the 
fact that Andy (iray, Lineker's prede¬ 
cessor at Everton, has not kxiked the 
same player since his transfer to 
Aston Villa. 

Still, it usually takes time for a 
player to settle down in a new team— 
a striker, especially—and I don't think 
that even Everton can have envisaged 
Lineker doing as well as he has. 

Though Lineker had a good scoring 
record with Leicester, not many itiot- 
agers in Howard Kendall's position 
would have signed him for fear of 










upsetting th( bdlamt ol tiw t*. in 
After all Fverton haidh sttmtd in 
need ol improvtment last sc sc i 
when thtv won the Championship 
Furoptan Cup Winners Cup iid 
rtaihcd iht h A Cup I ind Mokcn 
cr in icplicinp Gra> with linckci 
thev acquired a totallv diflciint tvpc 
of placer 

Puhaps the most suipnsmR ispect 
of Linekers success is thit thoujih 
not ritcd is eftcetivc is (on in the 
ail around half ol his t \ 11 tun f^o ils 
hive come through litidtrs 
One c \pl in ition is th it Ice rton 
have put the enipliasis on lowtr 
diiven crosses is opposed to high 
looping one s Another is th it bee lusc 
of 1 inckc r s sh II pm ss ind p u i he is 
ibk to get in tiont ot dclcndeis He 
doesnt line to leiuilh out lump 
them 

liiukci IS the quickest fiemt man 1 
hne seen since Irecoi hi inciswa&at 
his pc ik I hit ittiibutc counts tor a 
lot in 1)1 ( loolb ill be cause most e t nttal 
detcndcis tend to be big nun and 
ine\rt iblv hne problems when foir< d —“ 
to turn quit klv *•— Z * 

I h It s why whui t ic mg I meeker 
most teams pteitt to iill hick nther 
than push up ind k tve i lot of space 
behind them in the hope ol eatehing 
him oflsidt lit IS so quick thit if he 
beats the oflsidc trip it is virtu illy 
impossible to c iteh him 

Hisniirvelloiis goil in F \eitoii s 1 0 
h A Cup qu liter fin il win ove i 1 iitoil 
piocidid I good iMinpIc f tins 
ispcit of his pin liitons centril 
defenders sieve I oslei ind Mai 
Donigln wen iFiouf two yards m 
honl of him when the bill was played 
thn ugh ind he still miniged to beat 
the 111 t( It 

I wis ilso struck by his composure 
in be Iting the keepti IsuilK play 
ers who lely niiinly on heir piie to 
get intr sc 01 nu. pc silions find it diffi 
lilt tc suckle nl\ slow down 
sutfic IC iitiv tc ptoduce^an 
\ iccuiite finish fncleed when 

I V 1 me I c I w IS It I ell c stc r 
I letiienilier then captain 
John ()Neill saving Uiat 
he needed to improve m 
that department 
His iniprovement m 
e isilvivpiaincd it is jiisi 
due to lilt extra eonfi 
dcnct he his acquired through bemg 
part of the best tcim in the country 
not to mention tlit finidand side 
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Sendees in the winniiig comer 


THE popular Muhanimad All song 
1 POats like a buttcrflv and slings 
bee.... ”, fits .Seerae Jayaram 

Clvniriig.iiirs Hhagatsin^ 
'Tbakur wilt. I iim sure, agree. 
Jayarnni of (!)■■ iH conquering Services 
boxing t< look only 40 seconds, in 
- bringi'H' f;i.,kui to his knees, in their 


I weight national boxing final 
i' Mie'.s Nehru stadium. Jayaram 
■lie best boxer's title and Ser- 
once again proved, that they 
still the kings of the nng, 
10 golds out of the possible 


■lighi 
at t’ 

war 

VI ' ■ 

V H' 

"'gRing 
12. 

Ibe Jayaram-Thakur bout was easi¬ 
ly the most electrifying bout of the 
evening. A swift left uppercut and a 
sledge-hammer like right on the solar- 
plexus had Thakur facing the manda¬ 
tory count in only the eighth second of 
the bout. Two more similar knock¬ 
downs in the next ten seconds, were 
then followed by a complete annihila¬ 
tion through scientific punching. Tha- 
Jtur was battered and dased. The 
J referee m«rrifully stopped the con- 
' test. *'' * • % „ 

Assamese Harak Bahadur Dorjee. 
was chosen tlic best loser The light 
fly, from (iuwahati. really made Ser¬ 
vices ace Lokbahadur (lurung sweat 
for the title. The two had traded 
punches in the last national semi-finals 
at Calcutta, but Dorjee has improved a 
fot since then. Dorjee’s unanimous 


verdict over Mej^ialaya’s Thapa in the 
semi-final bore ample testimony to the 
fact It was a delight to see the 
pint-sized Dorjee throw his strong 
punches at the tall Gurung with 
aggression and speed. He tried to 
make every punch count, but 
(iurung's experience saw him through 
on a split verdict 

In fact one of the interesting fea¬ 
tures of this years championships, 
was the participation in large numbers 
by young pugilists from the North- 
Easi. Young and gutsy. These boxers 
from Manipur, Meghalaya and Assam 
fought like tigers. Their ability to take 
any amount of punishment and stiH 
fi^t, was an object lesson to boxers 
from some other teams, who winced 
and wnthed at every punch. One very 
important facet of boxing, often 
ignored by many boxers, is the capac¬ 
ity to take punishment. The north¬ 
eastern boxers have this in-built abil¬ 
ity and they have age on their side. It 
won’t be king therefore, before they 
establish themselves as a force to 
reckon with. 

The most glanng aspect of this 
year's meet, was the laci that the final 
bouts began at pm in Iht" after¬ 
noon, with the lilaztng sun making life 
miserable lor the boxers. Thi.- toiima- 
metit was held at the Nehru stadium in 
o|)en-air. As boxing is basically a night 
sport, the bouts preceding the final 


day, were held towards late evening, 
when the ctxjl breeze and the Hjdits 
made it ideal boxing environment. But 
a callous disregard for the boxers' 
interests was exhibited, as the bout 
timings were intentionally preponed to 
accommodate the Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Vithalrao Gad- 
gil. Gadgil finally did not turn up. 

That success in the result of ninety- 
nine per cent perspiration and one 
percent luck, was proved by the 
Services' boxers. ITiey bagged 10 
goWs and one silver to lake home the 
team championship with a lolal of 75 
points. Railways with 27, Rajasthan 
with 17 and Assam with 1-1 followed in 
that order. The Services boxers from 
all over India, had assembled at the 
Army School of Physical Training 
lASPJ*) in Pune, for a month long 
strenuous camp. 

T he initial rounds this vear, showed 
a distinct fall in the standard of 
boxing, with the letiremeiU of boxers 
such as the lithe Bhirendra Singh 
Thapa, Xavier, Mac'chmh and Kaur 
Singh. But the ‘fists of fury’ 
started emerging towards the end, 
leading to a grand finale, as curtains 
were about to be drawn on the .'J2nd 
championships. The Services boxers 
Lokbahadur Gurung llighi fly), Slavraj 
Birajdar (Fly), Gundidas Kamble (Ban¬ 
tam). Subramaiiian Nilvan.atid (Fealli 


GopsI De^flrig (ServlMs) gives Maharashtra captain Pratap Chavan a beatina4njati»-wyprweight cate gcu-y 
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er) OauKeti Chindiasekhar (Light) 
Seerat Ja\ mm (I ight Weltei) (jopal 
Dewang (Wtltt*r) Manjitpal Singh 
(Light Kliddk) Lhikamm^ Chengap 
pa (Light Htaw) Girwar Singh 
(Htaw) and Narba^idur lhapa m the 
supei hta^^ VI eight group not onl\ 
kept the Services flag flvmg high but 
also assuitd th< boxing bull that 
India s lortuntb arc still in safe and 
capable hands 

If Uvaram s 40 seconds win could 
not satisfy the spectator s appetite lor 
a long and solid duel the wiltei 
wcigiit fight between t»opal Dewang 
and Fiatap C ha van did Both were 
leal tough ant igonisls Fnt ip (he 
Mahal ashtra captiin is i v etc tan 
boxer and i gre at fightci (lop il of the 
Services is much voungtr litter and 
tougher blessed with more pugilistic 
attiibules (lopal hit Chav an left right 
and centre But Chivan an tx 
aim)mm now woiking toi lilio 
(Fuiiei took the punishment Ihe 
home crowd loved Chivin loi he 
could give something bsek as well 
Bui Cliiv in w IS luckv the bell saved 
him in the second round Veiv lew 


could have withstood that cannon ball 
nf^t which npped thiougli his guard 
But Dewang let loose a fluuv of 
VICIOUS punches in the third lound \ 
thundeibult on Lliavans weak jaw 
gave Dewang a kmxk out seconds 
before the hnal be'll 
Neograj Kant Bhitt ot Delhi was 
one boxei who leallv won the hearts 
of the crowds with his gnttv displav 
He was pitted against the experienced 
Nitvanand of Services in the tcathei 
weight class Bhatt was constantlv on 
the attack fiom the vttv beginiung 
upsetting Nitvanand s ihvthvm and 
movement Lack ol scientific techni 
que was howevei voung Neogtaj s 
problem and he bowed out on points 
Fomiei Indn boxer Mcxil Singh 
who IS now in his thiitits destives 
ptaise tor being ibic to big the ovci ill 
third place foi Kaj isthan the hithcito 
babies at Indi in boxing Moot Suigh 
was 1 Ixixci who hid the ibiliiv Ic 
take anv amount of punishment ind 
vet remain in the tight 

Iwo boxers /niir \ isaigan ol the 
Kailwavs ui the feather weight c dig 
01 v ind Ibomcha Singh ul Miiuput in 


the middleweight eitegoiv st iitc 
otl cxtiLinciv Well tn the imti il i i iG 
before bowuig out suddtiilv iiu i i 
the disappouuincnt ot then tins /uu 
had ill tint I good boxci icquiics i 
sound guaid gcHid tootwork md i 
lightning switch to aggiessiun then 
cha in IK t pullt d off o gi eat v ic toi v < i 
the oiHiung di\ when he shiHkii) 
Stiviccs be \ci 1) B (luiuiig who Is 
the Asiin silvci medallist mil indiiii 
champiin I his v\ is the cmlv categ 
oiv while Siivices was uii 
tcpicscnud m the finds But instead 
ot gi ibbiiig the titii llHiinchi lost to 
Kitiwivs I igclish Cliandet the ulti 
niitc chiinpion in the middle weight 
Besides Ik ingjust iiiispliv d lists 
ot till V ilns VI II s Fuiit mev 1 w is in 
cvhibition I gull dc tc III 111 ition 
hicKid swi d tc Its and loil Killer 
instinct w IS list siittuunilv clisplived 
nut the visKins of itu noillicast 
vcungsteis liking it squiicK on the 
|iw md vet ciming d vou with a 
powciful light piovtd tint boxing is 
not vet dciici in Indn ind tint it should 
In tiicoui igcd tuitliei 
tUhul ChmmlrawaHtar Puim 
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final this season btiB. Iw 
could not take for granted 
his place in the Delhi team 
At the start of the season 
he was dropped for the 
match igainst Jammu and 
Kashmii I he man they 
chose in I amba s plact 
tailed and he Uras agtun back 
in the team 1 his tunc back 
with I vcngtaiKc 

fils consistent pcrtoini 
aiKcs IS bit small and fiel 
del hast shidowtd even 
those ol lilt d ishmg Sunn 
dtr KItanna llu centurc 
on the spiiinci s wicket it 
Kota whtit In mined 
horn W into three tijoncs 
with a si\ octr extia eovei 
- there welt also 2^ tours 
in his 111)—settled the 
argument in his facour as 
far as the national selectors 
wtit coneirned ^ 

kamms eiilies keej>^ 
{minting out his flaws Hut 
he IS not distuibed Whit 
initleis IS tuns and be his 
be(11 i,ittinj^ them in eon 
sisttiil jOs iiid lOOs In 
addition le hi^ double ten 
tuiv ind two eenturics in 
the kinji li(iph\ tins sea 
soli be sIo(kI out with 
thiee hilf eenturies in tin 
tVills liopbe limited I veI 
tout 11 iiinm 

He shiilllts Kt(is sa> 
liii dell a tens Hut coach 
Sinin thinks that is ex<ietlv 
win In is so good in his 
onside shots His eiities 
loi ge t th It k iman has been 
eoniulentiv middling the ball 
ind smashing it ail over 
lht\ si\ he is not well 
Li)uip|M.d to plav in hngitsh 
conditions Hut Lamba has 
sutheieni experience of bat 
ting igainst the moMiigball 
in those eonditions He has 
been doing yvell for four 
seasons in the ,lrish 
League 

Readers of thumbnail 
sketches in daily newspap 
ers will have observed the 
lack ol detail with regard to 
his date ot birth Who says 
Lamba is old and ageing^ 
His date of birth^ January 
2 1959' 


"At ttM start of tho sMson LamiMi was droppad.” 
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...until 

some tall, fast 
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Tennis iiuuries 



C arrying cm in the list 

of the top ten injuries 
s^ociated with tennis, we 
, tadte up the last few. 

The younger tennis play¬ 
er is very prone to ‘wrist 
spram' where plenty of zest 
is injected into the game, If 
you fall mto the category of 
the young hard-hitting ten¬ 
nis player, you are very 
liable to place strain on 
your playing wrist by trying 
to slam the ball as hard as 
. you can. In your enthu¬ 
siasm, you may just tyy to 
reach that angled volley, 
reaching it with t^) of your 
racquet and feeling the en¬ 
tire strain on your out¬ 
stretched wrist. Even ex¬ 
cessive wrist roll on your 
groundstrokes can cause 
wnst sprain. 

But pain in the wrist 
should not be put down to 
just these reasons. If you 
lose balance and fall on your 
outstretched hand, it is 
advisable that you go for an 
X-ray immediately to check 
for any fractures. A direct 
blow on the wrist or a fall 
on the wrist could be more 
than just a wrist sprain. A 
wrist sprain usually occurs 
at the side base of the small 
finger at the wrist (or back 
of the wrist) at the base of 
the index or long finger. 

The only way to counter 
this ailment is to correct 
your stroking technique. 
You could even wear a 
counterforce wrist brace to 
cut the pain which will be 
helped by some concen¬ 
trated strength training in 
the wrist region. 


The next one on the list 
is 'tennis leg', also called 
medial calf rupture. Coming 
on with the suddenness of a 
kick or impact, a sudden 
stab of pain in the back of 
the calf can announce the 
onset of tennis leg. Mainly 
affecting players in the age- 
group of 35-50, it is com¬ 
monly mistaken for plantar- 
is rupture 

While this is on the se¬ 
rious side of tennis injuries, 


there have been players 
who have made it back on 
court in the space of two 
weeks. As usual, you could 
use a counterforie calf 
brace with a small-heel lift 
to aiunter the pain. But the 
important thing to keep in 
mind with this injury is to 
be careful when you gel 
back on court as this area 
does take some time to 
heal fully. 

Though most of don’t 
realise it, the neck and back 
also play an important role 
in a complete tennis player. 
Most people think that a 
strong arm and shoulders 
propped up by a pair of 
strong legs is all that is 
needed but the entire body 
comes into play whenever 
you wind up to hit the ball 
over the net. While the 
younger players possess 
enough all-round physical 
fitness to survive a rigor¬ 
ous aftermion of tennis, the 
older players are proiw to 


strains in the back and neck 1 

region. This is even more j 
evident in the case of peoo- I 
pie who have associations | 
with pre-e?cistant arthritis 
or slipped disc. 

The serve is the aspect 
of timnis that brings your 
neck and back into {day. 
Uncontrolled lobbing of the 
bail while serving can make 
you twist your back to 
levels that cause a strain. If 
the ball is tossed too close 
to the bixiy or too far away 
from the b^y. the back has 
to arch in order for you to 
reach the.ball with the rac¬ 
quet. Also, excessive back- 
swing on your forehand can 
twist your abdomen to ex- 
crutiating levels. 

If the pain is incapacitat¬ 
ing, then you have to 
undergo traction of the 
neck and back. Otlierwise, 
you could try and get rid of 
the paui by doing strength 
exercises to strengthen 
your back and neck. It 
could also be helpful to 
reduce your body wei^t as 
this might be the root cause 
of your discomfort. But, 
before you do all this, try 
and correct the aspects of 
your game where you are 
placing undue stress on 
your back and neck. 

The last injury that we 
are going to deal with in 
this instalment of tennis 
injuries is "posterior tennis 
elbow'. Mainly a baseball 
injury, where the pitchers 
complain of pain in the rear 
upper region of the eltxrw 
joint, posterior tennis 
elbow has lieen very com¬ 
mon among the younger 
player.s on the circuit. 

The treatment in this 
case IS very similar to tire 
one for the lateral tennis 
ellMiw and the medial tennis 
elbow. But if the pain is 
ver>' severe, you coidd opt 
for a special counterfurce 
brace for the posterior • 
elbow. In the case of the 
presence of bone spurs, 
and therefore pain, occas¬ 
sional surgery miglit be re¬ 
quired for a permanent 
cure. 
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For the West Indies... 

Money is more important than 

victory 

Matthew Engel watches West Indies batter England in 
the third one-day international 


I"' NGLAND’S aberrant 
moment of one-day 
rnumph was crushingly re¬ 
verse in Bridgetown when 
they were bowled out for 
114 and went 2-1 down in 
the four match series by 
135 runs. Marshall only 
bothered to bowl six overs, 
but took three for 14. 

That settled whatever 
doubt there might have 
beoi after West Indies had 
notched up another big 
score, largely through 
Richards and Ridiardson; 
249 for seven off 46 overs. 

Then came the now- 
familiar collapse, with Eiw- 
land failing to 85 for eight 
and, with 14 an over 
nee^ off the last 10, the 
tailenders—short of badting 
pi^ce an tour—decided 
this was as good a moment 
as any to try and get some. 

Gower had won the toss, 
enabling his batsmen to 
avdd the monwg juice in 
tihe pitch. By the time Eng¬ 
land went in, Uie pitch was 
halfway between the dead 
surface on which England 
had previously won. And 
the cruel one in Kingston 
on which Gatting and the 
team suffered so mi(d>tily. 

The bowling was not that 
much more hostile ffian En¬ 
gland’s; but the batting 
once again caved in pitiful¬ 
ly. llie decisive moment 
came when Robinson, 
Slack and Gower all fell to 
MarthaU and Holding in the 
■Wpkc of 10 balls, tiiough 
n^ht argue—since 
. Wiikli is the only man who 
m .:^wn the ability to 


play an innings of real au¬ 
thority—that England were 
finished when he was 
caught behind, off what 
seemed a very thin edge 
indeed, in the fifth over. 

Robinson and Slack nev- * 
er looked like being able to 
score quickly enou^ to get 
anywhere near the five- 


plus an over England 
needed. Robinson did play 
one or two of his summery 
back foot forces, until he 
tried one too many and was 
well caught at backward 
point. Slack, half-an-hour to 
get off the mark, was 
cau^t behind, flicki^; and 
Gower was unluckily Ibw 


for nought to a Marshall 
scuttler. 

Lamb played a couple of 
decent shots and there was 
a bit of a stand with 
Botham, though hardly a 
convincii^ one. Botham’s 
long innings has not yet 
given him any better idea 
where the middle of his bat 
is; and when he was cau^t 
at mid-off for 14 he walked 
away with no histrionics, 
merely the look of a hare 
when the hounds are on 
him. 

Early on. the wicket had 
been zesty, and Botham, 
Thomas and Foster all pro¬ 
duced deliveries that had 
the batsmen in trouble; 
Foster even had the 
Richards cap failing off as 
the great man jerk^ out of 
the way of a short one. 

Normally, England would 
have been delighted. But in 
these pessimistic times one 
started to wonder whether 
Botham was bowling better 
because he was angry at 
the latest press reports, 
how much more the West 
Indies bowlers might have 
got out of it, and how badly 
En^and mi{dit do if they 
are forced to bat first in the 
Test match. 

Informed local opinion 
believes that the West In¬ 
dies Board are now amdous 
that as much grass as 
possible is taken off the 
Test wicket to ensure ffiat 
the game goes on for at 
least four ^ys. Money is 
more impor^t to them 
than victory. 

CouMiy: tS* Quardtan 



Marshall tha victor, Botham the vanquishad 
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CALENDAR 

NmIoimI Evwtts 

Hookay: Aga Khan Cup 
tournament at Bombay, from 
16 to 26 Apnl onwards Re¬ 
vived after a lapse of 3 
years Holders PIA, Karachi, 
to participate 

Crieket: 36th All-India 
Sheesh Mahal tournament at 
Lucknow from Apnl 20 to 

May 1 

Intiomatlonal Events 
Athletics: Rotterdam 
marathon on 19 Apnl 
Mars-London marathon on 
20 April 

Boston maratho.) on 21 
April 

Cricket: Five-nation Austra¬ 
lasia Cup at Shaijah from 11 
to 16 April India Pakistan, 
Sn Lanka, Australia and New 
Zealand to participate 

Asia Cup in Sn Lanka from 1 
to 5 Apnl 

England s tour of West In¬ 
dies 

3-6 Apnl 4th Test match at 
Port-of-Spain. Trinidad Rest 
day 7 A^ll 

11-16 April 5tti Test match 
at Antigua Rest day on 14 
Aprti 

23-25 April Start of English 
season, with the traditional 
match, MCC vs County 
champions. Middlesex, at 
Lords 

National Games: 2ist 
National Games of Pakistan 
at Quetta from 12 to 16 April 
India to participate 
Hockw: Six-nation Cham¬ 
pions Cup at Karachi, from 4 
b 11 April India to partici¬ 
pate 

Equestrianism; World Cup 
Show Jumping final at 
Gothenburg, Sweeden, from 
9 to 13 April 

Oolt: Greater Greensboro 
0^ at Greensboro, North 
Carolina, from 3 to 6 April 
U.8. Masters at Augusta 
from 10 to 13 April 
Cannes Open cham¬ 
pionships at Mouglns, 
Francs from 17 to 20 April 
Houston Opsn at Wood¬ 
lands, Texas from 24 to 27 
April. 


PREVIEW 


Ice-Hockey: World cham 
plonship. Pool A, at Moscow 
from 12 to 26 Apnl Euro¬ 
pean lunior championship, 
Pool A. at West Germany 
from 3 to 9 April 

Ice-Skating: World Speed 
championships at Chamo¬ 
nix, France from 5 to 7 April 

Motor Racing: San Manno 
grand pnx at Imola, Italy on 
Apnl 27 

Snooker: Embassy World 
Professional championship 
at Sheffield, England from 
Apnl 19 to May 0 


Football: European Cup, 
European Cup Winners Cup 
and UEFA Cup semi-finals, 
1st legs on 2 April FA Cup 
semi-flnals on 5 April Euro¬ 
pean Cup, European Cup 
Winners Cup, UEFA Cup 
semi-finals, 2nd legs, on 16 
Apnl Milk Cup final, Oxford 
United vs Queens Park Ran¬ 
gers at Wernbl^, on 20 
Apnl England vs Scotland at 
Wembley on 23 Apnl 

Badminton: Europian 
championships at Uppsala 
from 30 March to 6 April 
Thomas and Uber Cup finals 
at Jakarta from 27 April to 4 
May 

Motor Cycling: World 
Championship TT FI at 
Mugello, Italy on 13 April 
Swimming: Great Britain vs 
USSR, Intsmationai match 
at Coventry on 12-13 April 

RADIO 

Dally aporta prog- 
rammaa: 

6 30—7 00 p m Khet Seva, 
a Hindi sports programme, 
eonatsting of news. Inter¬ 
views, dlacuaaions and ccm- 
mentarles, on 294.9 metres, 
Oelhi-D. 

7 06 p.m —7.10 p m: Sports 


news In Hindi on Vividh 
Bharatl, 219 3 metres and 
Delhl-O, 294 9 metres 

8 OS pm—610pm Sports 
news in English on Yuva 
VanI, Delhi D, 294 9 metres 

National Sperta Prog- 
rammaa: 

9 30 p m —10 00 p m„ 
National sports magazine, a 
programme of views, news 
and interviews broadcast on 
4 April on 450 5 metres, De¬ 
lhi B and relayed on the 
national hook-up by all addi¬ 
tional frequencies Program¬ 
me to be repeated on Satur¬ 
day, 6 April, at 7 02 a m 6n 
the same metre band 

9 30—10 00 pm Khel 
Jagat, a Hindi sports prog¬ 
ramme broadcast on Tnurs- 
day, 17 April on 366 3 
metres, Delhi A and ^ all 
additional frequencies Prog¬ 
ramme repeated on Satur¬ 
day, 19 April at 7 02 a m or 
0«hi B, 450 5 metres 

TELEVISION 

World of Sports featuring 
national and international 
events to be telecast on the 
following Sundays 6, 13, 20 
and 27 Apnl Live telecast of 
India's matches at the Au- 
atralasia Cup at Sharjah 
Timings and dates yet to be 
confirmed 

BOOKS 

Trumper, The Illustrated 
Biography by Aahley Mallet, 

E ubllsned by Macmillan, 
ondon, 1985 price 17 95 
Auetrallan dollars 

A biography on tha world a 
most Charismatic bataman 
by a recant Aueale off- 
apinnar Why this tribute? 
The biography, a eollaotlon 
of mamorabWa of tha lagan- 
dary opanlng bateman ba-‘ 
fora World War Ont, Victor 
TrunHMr, has a atranga Indi¬ 
an oonnaalon An awd col¬ 
lector 8.S. Ramamurthy 
(based in Whvatia) showed- 


AsMey Mallet, a Collins di- I 
ary—Victor Trumpers 1902 i 
diary This was me inspira- I 
tion for the biography on . 
Trumper 

This Is tha most complete 
biography on the ermmatic 
but oriitiant Trumper The au¬ 
thor Mallei, for whom Trum¬ 
per was a boyhood hero, has 
talked extensively to people 
who remember m were ac¬ 
quaintances of Trumper and 
ore still alive One such per¬ 
son was Sir William MciwII, 
former premier of ftow South 
Wates and Governor Gener¬ 
al of Australia, a 93-year-okl 
man who recalled the batting 
artistry of Trumper McKeii 
reveals how along with some 
childhood friends they fol¬ 
lowed Trumper wherever he 
played in Sydney At the end 
of tee season, Trumper to 
encourage tee youte gave a 
huge swag of cricket gear to 
tee young boys for virtually 
nothing 

Trumpers sister-in-law 
Gladys Trumper, 92 years 
old, recalls the maestro's 
fondness for the piano and 
Victors batting In Sydney 
grade matches The book 
abound with such memoirs 
There are lively accounts of 
tee charm and style of bat¬ 
ting of Victor Trumper, the 
men who was the first to 
score a century before lunch 
way back at Old Trafford in 
1902 There are extracts 
from tee diary of Trunwer, 
during his four tours of Eng¬ 
land 

The book also hae rare 
photos of the vintage Trum¬ 
per In action and group pic¬ 
tures of great Aussie teams 
of tee past 

There ere many anec¬ 
dotes about ttw man from 
the times he paid for children 
to get into tee Sydney Crick¬ 
et Ground to buying an 
urchin's bundle of sheet 
music outside a music hall in 
London to allow tee boy to 
go home to a warm fire Tha 
Book Is not just a orickat 
lover'a delight but a remark¬ 
able Insight Into tea motiva¬ 
tions and aoclai oompulaiona 
of a man who personified the 
spirit and romanoa of an age 
gone by. A oollsotor’a mas- 
terplsoe Conildered the 
sporting title of Australia In 
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Ranji Trophy semi tinal 


Haryana through, Bombay out 


INMNUII! I ' Ituiiht 

lhallm il ' •‘‘i And 

not VM I I Hombav 

hrfx I I t tin Ranji 

I, I Is uinninjs it no 

III, I tliiitv times But 

till l>ilil\ has now bttn 

ir l)v none other than 

K I ilirtana Hurncanc 

ind plottinK Hirvanas 
Its hrst tvtr Kanji finil 

I K i|)il I ould take a grt it dt al of 

I I II II iidin^ out I trushiiiK 1 ii) 
l< k It to thi ddcndint, (Iiiiii 

I II It V\ tnkiit dt St idiuni 
Uliilt K ipii himself w is it fit shim, 
l\ iiiidtst ibout his toiuiihution ind 
insliad singitd out Ravinder Chadha s 
(iiiliiiv III tht lirst mnniits whith 
piovultd us witli he hist t( lauiuli 
our bid lor an upset win and off 
spinnti Sit kit I iltt It s SIS w it kits 
Hombiv s t iptiiii Kim Slustti put it 
aptt\ whtn hi siid I hi onh dilftr 


lhallm il 
not VM I 

has I 


ente between the two teams was 
Kapil Dev and that s saying a lot tor 
the Indian captain bt caust he proved 
that he is good enough to handle am 
side in the eoiintrv 

When Bomb tv batted Kipil veiv 
early in both the innings ptoduted 
suptrlitive spells to literallv rock the 
bolt and the eventual termination of 
the mnings became a mere formality 
Admittedly Harvanas triumph lan 
bt destnbed as a win foi thi side that 
plived Ixttei tntket out then in tht 
middit but the fact remains that the 
tilt Ill ind applieaJ ion shown by somt 
ol those who turrentlv dtm Bombay s 
colours must have come as a rude 
shoek tt) vesteivear eneketmg greats 
like Vijay Mtrehant Polly Umngir 
fj Ramat lianti and Ajit W idekar 
01 course Shastii was brave enough 
to tonftss that he missed Sandeep 
Patil and Sunil Gavaskar Just like 
Kapil It serves his best for Bombay I 


im suit thit the great batsman that 
he IS Sunil finding Kapil bowling with 
gieat fire would have risen to the 
oeiasion and pioduetd an equally daz 
/ling effort Besides a taie up that 
boasts (,d\ iskai Patil Vtngsarkar 
and mvsilf would nquire some hand 
ling 

Whik Sandttp misstd this cruciu 
milth rlut to an nijuied right h^d 
thumb Gaviskir surjinsinglv prefer 
it d to bt in Hong Kong and Keiala for 
the duration tif the m iteh on grounds 
tlut i in be best termed vague In fact 
this season Givaskai has not played 
most ft the domestic ureuit 

Be that as il mav this is why one can 
undust ind Shastiis igony when he 
si vs This yen evtry maior tham 
pionship h IS bee n won by Bombay or 
West Zone I he Rapii Trophy will be 
tht only exception 1 guess you cannot 
have ivtrvthing in hfe Needless to 
j,AA led tilt Side that won the 



DmattributKl Harymui's victory to ChacHia't first Inning* offort 
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Wffls Tro|diy. Irani Trcf^y, Ueocfcar 
Tr^y and Duleep Trq:^. 

C«nnig to the match iteelt Ks^ 
Was rather aurpriaed that deapite caO' 
ittg wnmgly he waa invited to have 
firet atrike on a wicket that H goMiral- 
known to &vour batanian. Defend' 
% dedakm, Shaatri explained: 
‘xm the second day Kapfl w^ ge¬ 
nuinely moving that either way 
3 ^ seaming it as ^welL Can you 
imagine what he could have done on 
the first day? Moreover in Kapil and 
Chetan, Haryana has the best new ball 
attack in the country. It was a fiinny 
Bombay wicket—dusty, patchy and 
damp which can be best described as a 
slow turner." 

With Bombay deciding to include an 
unfit Raju Kulkami and Balwinder 
Sandhu, who was off-target, the bur¬ 
den fell on off-spinner Mokashi and 
Shaatri. As for the early Haryana 
batsman, most of them got into their 
strike and literally gifted their widiets 
away. While Deep^ Sharma laboured 
over three hours for his 48, Aman 
Kumar (40) and Ashok Malhotra (49) 

S yed positive cricket. Kapil himself 
at 39, when cover fielder A^ 
Sippy held an overhead blinder. 

When Kapil fell at 227, Bombay still 
had everytlwg under control. Except 
that they had to reckon with Ravinder 
Chadha. The 36-year-old battle-scar¬ 
red veteran ensured tirat Haryana 
reached the imposing total of 423, 
with an unconquered 159, his eleventh 
ton in Ranji Trophy. Obviously 
Chadha relishes the Bombay atuck 
because in the 1983-84 semi-final he 
.scored 168. 

Chadha alone batted with a sense of 
determination and made strokes all 
round the wicket. Twenty-three of 
these crossed the boundary line. 

Bombay could ill-afford allowing 
Haryana such a big total but the 
catdiing was awry. “We captured the 
seventh wicket a little before the 390 
mark and there was no way they 
should have crossed 340, but we 
bowled badly on the second morning 
and fieldeo shabbily.” admitted 
Shaatri 

Huge totals are nothing new to 
Bombay but then Kapil Had some 
other ideas. Relying entirely on his 
^^rience rather tl^ on pace, Kapil 
' Irrie and length created terror in 
ranks of the opposition. In the 
^laoe of 15 deliveries, Kapil sent back 
both openers Rajput and Hattangadi 
and thn country's star batetnan Veng- 


sarto* to break the back of Bondiay’s 
batting strei^. And when he later 
returned to induce Ghulam Parkar to 
edge an away moving ball, Kapil had 
ensured ffiat Bombay was cm its 
knees. 

Ghulam Parkar, akxig wiffi die left- 
handed Allan Sqqiy, was beginning to 
bring the innings on a steady course, 
after Vengsarkar had deiced to 
make it three for 22. Struggling but 
still surviving the lionhearted Parkar 
(51) was the kfeal fo3 to the in-form 
and elegant Sippy. But Kapil always 
held himself back, safe in the know¬ 
ledge that he could always provide the 
breakthrough. And when Sippy (61), 
who displayed good temperament, 
failed to drive without keeping the ball 
down, he was back in the pavilion at 
137, and only the die-hard Bombay 
supporters would have predicted 
Bombay overtaking Haryana’s total. 

It was under these curcumstances 
that Ravi Shastri and Chandrakant 
Pandit produced the best batting of 
the match. It was also the only phase 
where Bombay dominated the pro¬ 
ceedings of a match in which Haryana 
was always the superior side. 

Scoring at a healthy aver^ of a 
run per 1^, Pandit and Shastri oroved 
that not only could the score be 
accelerated without tal^ risks but 
also that attack is the best form of 
defence. Able to pierce the gaps from 
the word ‘go*. Pandit crossed the fifty 
n^k in 53 balls, which included seven 
hits to the fence. Shastri, unlike his 
other colleagues, wisely refrained 
from playing ambitious strokes. 

But the overnight break seemed to 
have affected Pandit, who was cau^t 
behind in the first over of the thffd 
day’s and the writing was now firmly 
etched on the wall for Bombay. Pandit 
(57) and Shastri (65) added 99 runs for 
the sixth wicket, while Sarkar Talwar, 
Haryana’s off-spinner ran throufdi'the 


Captain Kapil Dev spoke to 
the umpires and then him¬ 
self went towards the 
stands. Obviously reason 
did not appeal and Kapil 
had to retejm to the pavi¬ 
lion. TTie organisers could 
have ensur^ some sort of 
security. Or was it asking 
for too much? 


later batsmen to capture six wickuti., 
like Mokashi his counterpart in the 
Bmnbay side. 

When Haryana batted for the 
second time, Bombay tried hard to 
dismiss them cheaply to go for an 
outright win. But once again for the 
title holders their catching left a lot to 
be desired. Once again it was Ashok 
Malhotra (63) and Chadha (^) who 
thwarted their bid and held on to the 
good work done by Haryana in those 
part three days. “Had we dismissed 
them for 170 or so we would liave 
made it. At one stage Haryana was 98 
for 3. But for lapses in the field and 
some close decisions, they could weU 
have been 98 for 5," Shastri felt 

As events unfolded themselves 
Haryana went on to score 252 and 
batted till half an hour on the last day. 
Once apin Kapil Dev very early in the 
innings got his act together taking 
three wickets and a catch to give 
Chetan Sharma Rajput's wicket to 
send Bombay reeling at 4/59. Last 
man out Vengsarkar in an unneces¬ 
sary gesture broke the stumps to 
show his disapproval at being given 
out leg before by umpire N. Sen. Or 
was it his frustration in ending up as a 
feser once again in his battle with 
Rapil Dev on the domestic circuit? 

The rest of the Bombay batsmen 
threw in the towel except for Paritar 
and Pandit. While Pandit missed his 
ton by a solitary run because he ran 
out of partners, Parkar (39/ and Pan¬ 
dit once again played creditably under 
crisis and were perhaps the only ones 
interested in saving Bombay the igno¬ 
miny of a defeat 

On the last afternoon a section of 
the crowd started Uvowing missiles 
on the ground. Captain Kapil Dev 
spoke to the umpires and when no¬ 
thing was forthcoming from the men in 
the white coats <ir the organisers, he 
himself courageously went towards 
the stands. But obvioukly reason did 
not appeal to the rowdies and Kapil 
had no other choice but to return to 
the safety of tlie pavilion. It is difficult 
to analyse the crowd's behaviour. 
Surely it did not have anything to do 
with cnckel, because Haryana out¬ 
played Bombay fair and square. But, 
the point remains that for 25 minutes 
the game was held up at which ptwt 
tea was taken early. Surely the orga¬ 
nisers could have ensured some 
-security arrangements. Or is that 
asking for too much? 
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VALERY BORZOV 
Many felt that the champion 
Soviet runner was more machine 
than man. He used the latest ' 

scientific technolooy to win the 
100 meters as well as the 200 
metres at the 72 Munich Olym¬ 
pics. The blond-haired, blue¬ 
eyed Ukranian was the first non- 
North American to win the sprint 
double. 

Though Borzov was the 
favourite to win the 100 metres 
he was fortunate that his two 
chief rivals, Americans Rey 
Robinson and Eddie Hart, turned 
up late for their heats. Borzov 
went on to win the final in 10.14 
seconds, even finding time to 
look back and raise his arms 
before reaching the finish line. 

I With seventy meters to go, 
Borzov went past Larry Black of 
the USA to win the 200'8 in a 
brilliant time of 20 seconds flat. 
Borzov ambitiously entered the 
1 GO'S at Montreal, but only man¬ 
aged to come In third. 

Borzov, who later married 
Lyudmila Turlscheva, was, con¬ 
trary to opinion, quite human. He 
once said, "I suddenly feel on 
the street that I have to run 
drened In a suit, wearing hat 
and tie, not paying any attention 

to the paseers-by.” 

--- 







SOCCER 

EXP-fc^r 


brrzil 

83 

it/^LY 

17 
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Bad Boys 

English tootballers 

A nd now a few statistic 
tor all those uvihzed 
and erudite gentlemen who 
believe that English soccei 
teams should not bear the 
responsibilitv foi their fan s 
behavioui This of course 
with iclertnce to the hooli 
gans who perpetuated the 
Brussels disaster resulting 
in English teams being ban 
ntd m r uropc 
A recent studv however 
hss proved that the players 
bcliavioui itst It IS d( gener 
ating to in ill time low In 
1971 9(npld\tis were 
booked and there were 17 
dismissils while ui 1981 
1) ve ns liter 4 Db?p!i\ 
ei wele booked ind 229 
dismissed \ndso while 
wc i intinue tolnirlentie 
ism it the booiiih (ms 
let s L.IVC some thought to 
the Slid ition on the pitch 

‘Soccer 

Expert’ 

Woilel L up computci 

S I 1 1 lN(i condoit ibh 
indluvmt, i eiippi 
wink It idme inewspjptr 
lepoil in till WoildCup 
toi rb ill V (II will [>i ub ibl\ 
do 1 d iiible 1 ikt And i 
tripk 1 01 till itport hisa 

pk till 1111 ckt III iiiti 
dole s irii Ilk nts md f i Is 
ill ol wbub mil e Mi\ in 
tciestim 1C idinj. But be 
loie voustm livishini^ 
pi use iiitliit piitieuiii 
louinilist tiki I peel it 
inolliii pipei lilt icpoit 
hissimilirmlei Mm le 
tails 

Hie iisweitinoii 
qu indi v is ((uite simple the 
sottiit\|ert in IBM 
i imiiutti with 12)million 
winds ol nitoimation ibout 
the spoil indtlii Wot Id 
Cup 

Av III bit to tht ^1 (HK) 
journahst'“ it tht Cup this 
year it contains inloinn 
tionlikc Which loot did 


Pele use to se ore his third 
goal m his first World Cup * 
How w is each goal scored 
in the past 12 Woiid Cup’ 
And with such a memorv 
the list is obviously end 
less Intict the soccer 
expel t has calculated that 
Braril wiQi the odds in the ir 
fivcHir (81 17) wdl dclcat 
It ily by a scoi c of 2 1 this 
ycai Lmon Rossi prove 
hmi wrong 

Oh Dear 

An Italian gafk 

I TALIANsoeeti maniacs 
ate legendaiyloi their 
unbndled ehthusiasni foi 


anythmg tootbail 1 hey will 
spend lire on the game s 
trt asures like Murdoch 
does on nt w spapei cum 
panics But somewhere 
down the line thev le bound 
to make a galle and actual 
Iv 1 tew weeks ago they 
made a wonderful one 
Brazil we re due to play 
an Intel nitional against 
Hungary so a group of Ita 
Inns with visions of m elec 
tne Brazilian displ ly 
ti Hoped off to Budapest 
I his dt spite an important 
league fixture between the 
sill studded luventusand 
the stylish Rom i md thi 
fact that Brazil would be 
playing without /ico So 


crates Faleao lunior Dii 
ceu and Edmho 

Yet they did witness an 
ele Ltnc display as Hung ii \ 
played marvellous football 
to maul Brazil 3 0 and the 
Italian ^mbled then wa> 
home The climax howevei 
was rest rved for their re 
turn v.hen they learnt the\ 
had missed a spectacular 
match when Roma upset 
Juventus JO 1 he irony of 
the story bemg that the 
goal of the match a superb 
volley was stored by—oh 
dear—none other than the 
Brazilian midfielder 
Cerezo 

Double- 

Fault 

Wrong feet 

AVID 1 LOTil) must be 
at ithereinhinasscd 
nun Just a few weeks ago 
tie ope ned i k 2 A million 
luxury tennis center it 
Citivdcm Witliamem 
bet ship (it i AOO who paid i 
lU an hour foi the use of a 
court I lovd must have 
been ndmg high 1 hat was 
ofcouist until the bizarre 
happened wht n me mbt i s 
be g in pi lying ntroe i lus 
tennis the ii mmoii factor 
bt mg n (un ing double 
tiults ind|)ooi serving 

And IS till mystery 
dec pi ned someone men 
boned tipi measure and 
so 1 loyd wis brought liter 
ally dow n to his knt e s to 
mt isurc the 11 urls only to 
tmeige rather ltd faced to 
e xpl im the proble ni In 
eight ot his 11 1 oui ts the 
mt asuiements wi le meoi 
net ihe clisimce between 
thi nit to tht seivitt Imt is 
supposed to be 21 ft and 
betwiinthe service line 
and bise lint 18 ft Jnlhose 
courts till V were unfortu 
n itelv the opposite way 
around 

So IS the pl ivtrs got 
ov tt thi ir se 1 V ici phobia 
the (ourts vv< te tesuifaced 
and a luxui v tennis tenter 
hisbeeoint the focal ptnnt 
for manv rathei poor jokes 
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WMt Ham kaepar Parkas gathars the bait as Arsanal s 
Martin Hayas looks on Arsanal won the Division 
One match 1*0 


<1 March N(v% 

I 9 Aaltind toiUiiiui 
their w innniK stu ik in tht 
serKsaKiinst <kustt ilii In 
thi ill St of tht fdui Hoth 
man s ()m D iv nitein itioii 
dlsdl Ditmdiii Ntw A t 
land St Off \ inodt si 1H() Inr 
hilltluii liltt o\tIS Sii 
prmiaii Hidkt rips 
tliniuKli iht Aussil hattinv 
withfoui witktts KiMn)i 
away just 1 'i runs oft 9 
oveis 

India s Kanit sh Krishiiaii 
tiimbk s nut of tht % 

115 (K)01 knida ClasMt 
tourn itiK nt losing to knit i 
K iiri KoIm 1 1 hejniso in tht 
lirsfioundJh Ih 

March 1 ht 

ifcw Wt St Indus take 
un unlu It ihk 2 I k ad in 
lilt linn 111 it( li (irit Dij 
sent s ijjaiiisl I iikI ind it 
iht Ktn injttoii ()\.il in 
hiidKctowii Kiiliuds ind 
Kith It dson both suin a 
fast (>2 lo pik up a ni iin 
moth stint ot I I'l toi 7 oft 
4hovtis Iht iiiipitssivc 
Ixmlimj it(a< k ol tin Wtst 
Indii-. iIm ndistiov tht 
I iijli hliittmt'lnit up fill I 
m» ij?ii 111 

I tip St t tl It m Li ndl md 
St cond St I dt d Jininn L on 
noismott mtothi sttond 
loundot Iht 1i 115 (UK) 
Honda tenms touinaiiunt 


94 March fIn lilt ... 

mm I o|wniruditot OO March I'akistar 

loolbillinn 1(1 lilt ikut ifcai# iistntt Sn lank/ 

1 1 Mohun II It; in inakt thi •<' m their first innings 

biggt nI g nil in tht Klim ot <>t iht ihird 1 1 st at Col 

Alokt Mukhtritt Ik ombo But Sn Lanka hit 

b isliis ko\ ind I)( b ishis b itk strtiiiglv dismissing 
Misi I iht top five Pakistan bats 

I tiidl md t onnoisadx intt At llit tuast 

I'll i lilt tliiid Kuind ol till i 1 '“*“ 

>1 ononoiiditlissK ntstd batsman-Kami tz 

Itiiiii'-1( utninit III (I k I Kaja iMthand Imian 
mg 1 hot 1 1 list lit i ind |( tin h Inn with 1 
llindh t hi ind i b J David(>owtrandlintham 
9 9 **•*“*** Gooth put on an unbeaten 

mrnmt Aalaiidiaki in 104 lun partnership fot thi 
imlxatibk Mlkadln second wicket fot Eng 

Wendy Brown of the University of Southern 
California jumps 44 feet 3 In to create a new Indoor 
record In the triple Jump event 


beating Australia b\ 51 
runs in the setond Out D n 
international at Christ 
church Rutherfoid tb4) 
Edgar (74) and Conev (64) 
helped New A aland pile u|i 
258 foi 7 in 49 overs The 
\iisttalians only managed 
to St ore 205 

I hanks to Kichie Rit hard 
son s unbeaten 150 and Dt 
smondllavnes 84\Vest 
Indii s scon at will to reach 
269 foi 2 at the end of the 
hrst dav of the ciutial third 
lest at Budge town 

Sn I ank i only manage to 
s( Ol t 191 lor 4 at the c nd 
ol the first dav of tht third 
and hmil 1 1 si at Colombo 
agiinst Pakistan 

March Pakistan 
4Bi w 11 stnt 1 Sn I anka 
to 281 in their first innings 
oltht third Itst at Col 
ombo But Sn Lanka hit 
b ick strtinglv dismissing 
the top five Pakistan bats 
nun for 180 At tfic citasc 
IS tht last pdu ol rccog 
nisf d batsman —Kami tz 
Kaja with 73 and Imian 
Hi in with 1 

David (>owt r and liniham 
Gooch put on an unbeaten 
104 lun partnership fot the 
second wicket foi Eng 


w^pp» -w ia» 11 

4adit maiiwr J 
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land to end the dav at 110 
for 1 Earliet I homas 
Botham and Poster c iaimed 
the last seven West Indian 
wickets foi just 58 runs 
It stncting the hosts to 418 
m the first innings 

liana Mandlikova scores a 
sliaight St t shock win over 
Chi IS I lovtl at Madison 
Squari (iirdeiitouachthe 
final ot Iht 500 0(M) Viiginia 
Sinus touni imt nt I he 
C/i i h wins 6 5 7 5 to 
qualifv lopliv MaitinaNav 
ratilova wholu it V\tst 
tierman teenagei Sufh 
(iraf 6 2 6 2 in the other 
semi final 

M March Martina 
Naviatilov i wins 
the first foui set matchm 
women s tt nnis in 85 v t are 
lo win the 'f>5(K) OOdVngi 
nia Slims tourn ii it nt foi 
the thud sunessivt vt ii 
In the finil she be its Mini 
M indlikov a 6 2 6 0 16 
6 1 

h 111 Lendl picks up s 
>0 000 foi winning the tin il 
of tilt Punt Wtbbti Llis 
SK tennis to II mint 111 
Ihi isluiig lininiv t nnors 
(> > h 0 

1 nglancltiumlilt to I'■u all 
out thinks u till »i c of 
Mai sh ill (1 ((1 JGrter 
7011 (J foi >0 ind Holding 
(2 foi ■</■) \t the end ol tile 
third(jIV ofthi thud le^t 
against iht West Indit s the 
r ngland following on ne 
1 il tor 6 


9 C March Wi St In 

Mw^Vdies ilmehed the 
Test senes agauist Lngkind 
with an easy victory ui the 
third 1 est at Bndgetowm 
England were bundled out 
for 199 m their set ond in 
nuigs thereby giving the 
West Indies victory bv an 
uiningsand 10 runs 
Kuwait caused the first up 
set m the eighth (Tulf Cup 
football with a decisive 4-1 
VIC tory over Asum tham 
pmns Saudi Arabia at 
Bahrain 
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The New Woman Has Punch 

BOMBAY Eve teasers had better beware' Fhe woman 
they're inchned to tease mav appear frail shy or even 
timid but one punch from her could land the Romeo on tht 

S ound, breathless for the wrong reasons I or sht could 
one of the 700 state government employees btmg 
tau^t karate on the Mantralava terrace all for free llicv 
tram twice a week for six months and attendance is a 
must No lame excuses or muustcnal mterfc rent e is 
tolerated So now we know it the goverrom nt docs not get 
the country mto the 21st century it won t be because it 
lacks punch' 

Sporting Feet 

NEW YORK Americans spend moie than $500 million a 
year on canc as shoes of tbt kind or another With the 
(iscowing interest in physic al fitness and sports the sale of 
canvas shot s is bcHiming with some major corapamts 
I reporting a 100'!f increase in salt s It s not unt ommoii for 



crush-proof box. 



'This looks like a good spot.'' 



one guy or gal to possess as many as 6 diffcient pair k r 
walking jogging playing a particulai sport or mavbt ju>>t 
impi ess members of the opposite sex with their pott nti ii 

Showing Her Teeth 

INDONESIA A 27 year old Amt ncan woman sailor 
survived a sailing mishap for thice weeks by eating 
smile tcKithpastc 'The survivorjudy Schwartz and 
three others in tht boat ale the tcxithpastc while adnft off 
Indonesia for 21 days after the vessel s engine broke 
down It was really gcKxl said Ms Schwartz of this 
source ol nourishment Aftt r a while my stomac h would 
start gi ow ling foi toothpaste No one was happier to hear 
that than the makers of that partieulai brand To thank her 
loi till unexptetcdadcettisemcnl they got they gifted 
her with (lOO tubes of it Appart ntlv the paste not only 
helps use rssniik with confidence it also keeps them 
aflo It' 

BernieTellis 



"It's your hoop, you 'shoo' him." 
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Playing Days 


This is the last extract from Tony Lewis’ autobiography. The author is 
oft to Sri Lanka on the occasion of the country’s inaugural Test match. 
In the West Indies, Lewis finds himself batting against a ‘head hunter’! 
The book is published by Stanley Paul and priced at £ 9.95 


What am I doing playing here? 


SRI LANKA has always been the 
country where Test sides are called 
on the way to somewhere else btor 
les abound of hiendships in the game 
and of personal experiences May^ 
this week gives everyone litencb to 
recall his pouit of contai t witli Ctylon 
and Its encket 

The deep voice from a dark comer 
of the golf dubhouse told of terror as 
he faced up to the demon West Indian, 
Prior Jones, in 1950, and how Clyde 
Walcott caught him and then let the 
ball slip out on purpose, smihng and 
saying “you gave us some party last 
ni^t Have a decent knock, eiyoy 
yourself ’ 

Members ol Iht John KeeUs Com 
panyarc lenownedfoi the warmth of 
their welcome to MCC touring sides 
By coini idi nc e 1 flc w out here with a 
lormer dm c tor who had not been 
back foi ^5 yc*ars 
“RcmembcT a clacking night with 
the England lads ui the c arly thirties 
It was Harry h lliott of Derbc shire 
who tumble d into his room one night 
and be i ause he had not st en a mos 
quito net bclore went to slot p under 
m ith the bed 

I stined him in the moiiung with a 
praiiu ovsier- ilwavswoiktd 
yloKiw Ole Hair\ swallowed it with 
out opening his i yts and staved 
asleep the rt on the floor tor houi s 
It IS exactly a UK) year'- since Sn 
I.anka play ed a^in»t ah English side 
he Hon Ivo IBjK|^^ 4 iratii was on the 
to Austt^ Reports are conflict 


ing but I will go for the one which 
savs England beat 18 ol Ceylon in a 
two day match and then sc t sail on the 
Fc 

Unlortunately the Pes/iwar was not 
far out of harbour befon she collided 
with (rienroi So back to Colombo 
w( nt th( F ngland party and they were 
lieisuaded to play a one day maU h 
against the Dublin I usilit i s In fact 
the* match was not (omplctcd 1 he 
ship repairs were hmshod sooner than 
expected and so the teams shook 
liands and went their st paratc ways in 
mid afternoon 

In many ways this was always 
Ceylon s trouble how to be taken 
senously They were so obviously 
excellent cricketers, but they were 



alway s tai ing up to Test teams who 
wtrt building up to a niajoi 1 1 st 
senes Ol cooling down li om one 
Colombo IS on tht direct lint 
route from I ngl ind to \usthUia 

In many ways C t y ion i iickt t w is 
done an injustic t 1 ht ii light foi i est 
match recognition has Ik c n lone, md 
painiul lull of toil incl It us 1 ht v 
invited imcsMgation always stood up 
to the inquisit ton on lie Id but nr v t r 
salisfu d the Inlt t national Cm ket 
Conic rt nee olf it 

It IS up in Nuweta Fliya th it I Invt 
learnt d of cofftt pi inlcis ol lh< tnid 
mneUtnlhctnlurv tiavllmg >0milts 
on horstbat k loi a t rit kt t ni itt li 
beating a dangt rous w ly through wild 
country 

1 ht oldest Sn 1 ankan t lub wa*- 
founded in 18b 1 in Colombo By tht 
1880s there wcrt IZ clubs in Iht 
(ountiy now theic arc many hun 
drtds 1 o find the spint of Si i Lankan 
cm ket you must look to tht colic gt s 
the most famous of which arc Koval 
St Fhonias s and 1 nmty Kandv The 
Royal— 1 homian annual dust up cal 
led the Battle ol the Blues is ovt r 100 
years old Like so many olhc r MCC 
cncktlers before me anaaftci lean 
recall attending st hool morning 
assemblies in Ctilombo and talking 
cncket to tht whole school be fort 
going with othf r toui mg play ers to 
coach the Fust Eleven 

So, Voti might gutss that Sii 1 auk 
an cricket is based on discipline 
Players are always perfectly turned 
out shoes whitened flannels pressed 
Their sportsmanship is firmly rooted 
m the best of the Old Boy morality 


If 1 have a wony about thus aspect 
of their Test Match presence it is that 
they may have to be corrupted by the 
stage-work of many of the England 
players, some of whom enjoy pointing 
a dismissed batsman towards the pavi¬ 
lion, or kicking up dust at an appeal 
turned down. 

I hope that England will understand 
how the whole Sri Lankan cricket 
community looks to them for skill and 
honesty. The En^ish County Cham- 

E ionship scores are digested daily out 
ere. Every morning, bets are laid on 
horses racing at Chepstow, or New¬ 
market, Ayr or Newton Abbot. The 
man known as the founder of Ceylon 
cricket, Ashley Walker, Royal College 
master of the 1880s, was English. Let 
Keith Fletcher and his men be up to 
his mighty occasion in the little island, 
now in 1982. 

Sri Lanka is 270 miles long, north to 
south, and 140 miles across at its 
widest. There are 14 million inhabi¬ 
tants, mostly Sinhalese, who compete 
aggressively with the couple of million 
Tamils in all matters except cricket. It 
is a tea island, and rubber. You can 
drive through rice fields and still hunt 
leopard. Beaches are delightful, but 
filling up, because the tourist industry 
has grown quickly. Sn Lanka is green, 
almost smothered by tea estates and 
Palm trees, and; astonishingly, it 
proudly boasts a 90 per cent literacy 
figure—almost all Sri Lankans have 
‘0’levels. 

My own cricket in Sri Lanka was 
played against such excellent players 
as Michael Tissera, Neil Chanmugan 
and Anura Tennakoon. Stanley 
Jayasinghe was the most charming and 
talented emissary to British cricket 
with Leicestershire in the Sbtties. 

Clive Inman, too, came from Sri 
Lanka to make his mark with the same 
county. 

I shall not forget the roar at the 
Colombo Oval, now known as the P. 
Sara Stadium, when Geoff Boycott 
had his stumps shattered with the 
second ball of the innings in 1970: G. 
Boycott b. Kehelagamuwa 0. They 
reckoned that the noise of the crowd 
was so loud and prolonged that coco¬ 
nuts fell off the trees up in Kandy, 
and, who knows, the light bulbs might 
have peaked in the golf clubhouse up 
inNuwera-Eliya. 

There was another roar in 1972, 
just as loud if not louder. “What was it 
for?” 1 asked the umpire. 

"Ceylon take first ever first innings 




lead over MCC.” He grinned at me. 
Thanks to Dtm Wilson’s 8 for 36 in the 
second innings, our dignity was res¬ 
cued, with a win. 

So. back to the great day on 
Wednesday, and that television aeriaL 
The ICC were always concerned that 
Sri Lanka could not sustain a Test 
match programme. Where dse could 
they stage a match other than at 
Colombo? They have provided start¬ 
ling proof. Once ICC agreed to their 
inclusion, money has spilled into the 
reshaping of the ground at Kandy, 
called the Asgiriya Stadium. They 
literally moved a mountain. 

Around the ground there, and at 
Colombo, are advertising hoardings, 
every bit as numerous as at Lord's or 
Melbourne. The key to the incoming 
funds? Television. 'The Old Boy bri¬ 
gade have learned quickly, and if 
admitting Sri Lanka makes me sense 
now than it did ten years ago, it is 
because television has arrived. 

Through TV screens also, the admi¬ 
nistrators of the game—who have a 
cricket foundation which is starting to 
tend to the youngsters—^want to Ss- 
seminate the game’s fund and skills. 
They want television coverage of 
matches to spread the gospel and 
encourage the formation of district 
competitions. Sponsors will be easy to 
find. 

So all looks well. Sri Lanka’s hour 
has indeed come. On Wednesday 
morning. Mriamma, the long-serving 
groundswoman, wiU tug her roller by 
rope as ever, and set up the stumps 
for a new history. 

New Zealand was the last country 
to gam Test match status; that was in 
1929-31). Some cruel statistician 
pointed out that over their first 50 
years, in 136 Tests, they have won 
only ten times. 


'G. Boycott b Kehelagamu¬ 
wa O'. The noise of the 
crowd was so loud and 
prolonged that coconuts 
fell off the trees up In Kan¬ 
dy and the light bulbs 
might have peaked in the 
golf club house in Nuwera- 
Eliya 
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Tolerance and understanding will be 
required in the case of Sri Lanka. 

They are desperately keen to prove 
themselves worthy. I think they will 
be glad when the fanfiu-es are over, 
the birds have been released and the 
balloons floated away. Once the first 
dot has gone into the scorebook, they 
are official for the first time. 

In 1974, after operations to ray 
knee and achilles tendon which iad 
effectively ended all hope of prolong¬ 
ing a brief Test career, I went to 
Barbados with the wandering dub 
founded by E. W. Swanton, called the 
Arabs. I wriggled my toes in the v^te 
sand of Settler’s Beach, sucked in a 
strawful of iced daiquiri, dosed my 
eyes to the hot sun and fell back into 
the arms of a long-lost friend, amateur 
cricket. 

I let the sea rollup over the 
surgeon’s scars and forgot about ever 
playing for England again. I was 36 
years old. With me was E. W. Swan- 
ton, QBE, ini posture imperial, wei£^- 
ty and meticulous in prose, serious in 
judgement. How far apart we were in 
one sense. He was drawn to the 
gravitas of cricket, which had been the 
platform of his life’s work, drawn to 
the estabUshed order and to the im¬ 
portant people. I treated cricket less 
seriously, thou^ with affection, and 
later could not tude the traditional 
strain of liberalism in my bones when 
Kerry Packet* and his star players 
tilted at the very world for which Jim 
stood. Given our contrary views on 
some matters, we have agreed on 
most and the Arab connection has 
been one of the happiest in my playing 
days. This is because the Founder has 
drawn together players who believe 
that cricket is worthwhile only if 
played seriously and by sportsmen. A 
wandering club would not have cele¬ 
brated its jubilee, as the Arabs did in 
1985, if it did not have lasting merits. 

I had toured West Indies with 
Glamorgan in 1970, playing in Bermu¬ 
da en route to Dominica, St Kitts, 
Granada and Trinidad. I understood 
the West Indian mentality well, which 
wants to lash the ball hke lightning to 
the boundary and bowl quicker than 
the wind. To my mind, the finest We-sf 
Indian batsman I played against, omit¬ 
ting Gary Sobers, was Rohan Kanhai. 
Rohan could turn his fieity tempera¬ 
ment to an innings of quite savage 
strokeplay, and yet it was controlled; 
it had an aesthetic quality at the same 
time. Somewhere in him, the West 
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Mnamma, the long-serving groundswomon, will tug her roller by the rope os ever, 

and set up the stumps for a new history 


IndMn fldtnbovam t nKiKtdwithan 
instini t for act iiinul itin^ runs bv deh 
(.alt deficit ion lie was short neat in 
his dll ss and mo\eniints and the 
{wsition to be avoided it >ou were in 
llu tu Id w IS deep point He placed 
thi squ irt dint off the front foot with 
suihantiiitiii impulst that the ball 
lould bi ovtt the boundaiy before you 
had raise da trot 

1 he \rabs in Bat bado<t found the 
KOiiig touch Quiti a nuinbei of them 
norki d in tht City and at first their 
minds Ml 11 on the app illinc and sud 
d< n dt tliiiL in the Bi itish t tonomy It 
w islanuaiv 1474 and the lountrv was 
iiiidt I KoinR the di eadful i ut back 
known as I’liast Ihitt Onelun 
htinu 111 tilt drtShine KKim I disco 
M u d tht lx)\ s listi niiiR ui gentlv to 
till I uh 

(Mil twi ntv St \t n someone ex 
cl nil 1 \ma7inc 

\\h his scored thIt' I inquired 
Ni OK iiHiktdup but someone 
muttc ltd Not t uiis old bov gold 
1 J“ th It s tht hichest it s been It s 
u loid 

, tlu m iin on this tour our bow 


lets were hit hard around the island 
and the batsmen faded to get going 
lim fortthed in his island home Cora 
lita grew deeper frowms daiK Nor 
was the fast bowling problem im 
proved bv the delayed amval of the 
Earl of Cottenham though he was 
received with great expectations At a 
Coralita dinner one mght Jim 
announced to Rita his took “The 
Lords supper Rita he is due any 
minute Reincarnation flashed 
through her e\ es bhe was happier 
later in the ev ening after Charlie 
Cottenham had been brought from the 
airport bv Gibbon s Jim s Bqjan driver 
with the slouch hat and few teeth 
Gibbons ordered Jim Bring in the 
Loid s luggage wiU you Loaves and 
hshis thought Rita’ 

f 1 ustrated by the erratic bowling of 
his side Jim as is his custom in Arab 
matters tried to light things from the 
sidelines (iibbons one dav presented 
me with an em elop from the bounder 
Inside was a long length of string The 
note read as follows 

Tony here is a 26 v ard length of 


cord which you may think a help in 
guiding bowlers line 

If you mark out a narrow rectangle 
outside the off stump IU answer Hut 
ton s snorts by betting him five dollars 
he can t land in it six out of six If you 
just stretch it wicket to wicket it 
would at least indicate where they 
must pitch a goexi length ball to hit off 
stump Only a tentative suggestion— 
but I d like the cord back J 

1 put the wayward bowdmg down to 
the fact that one of our leading practi 
Uoners had new boots and therefore 
bleeding feet and Ridurd Hutton of 
Yorkshire and Tom Mottrsn of 
Hampshu'e were not exactly in control 
of their fitness and run-ups let alone 
dieir direction llie whole side had 
come out of the deep mid-wmter and 
the Barbados side were very, very 
good Of course, Jim’s understanding 
of \IVest Indian l»ttmg habits was 
perfect They tend to hit every ball 
wide of off stump throu^ the covers 
and every strai^t ball to mid-on and 
nud wicket therefore as a faster 
bowler, you have to bowl a bne just 






Sn Lanka is green, almost smothered by tea estates and palm trees, and proudly 

boasts a 90 per cent literacy figure 


outside uff stump on d (;<Kid length 
and hitting it 

At d cocktail party a day later the 
Founder asked about the success ol 
the rope theory Minellous Jim I 
enthused Do you know that Ian and 
Emma Balding have been sleeping in 
twin beds trom the start of the hohday 
but now with that cold ue ve lashed 
their beds together and the v te pet 
fectly happy 

The F oundei snortt d and left I 
should have been more toleiant In 
fact I was to blame for out heavy 
defeat m the three day matt h against 
Baihadob because 1 chose *0 bat first 
when I won the toss Fven as I walked 
off with the opposuiy captnii ftavid 
Halford, his big cousui birCaihclcl 
chuckled and told me what a big 
mistake I had made It had rained in 
the early morning Gary said th>. ball 
would fly it certainly did At lunch we 
were 30 for 6 under siege, muted by 
the hdl of battmg on a rock hard pitch 
which had been moistened by ram 
Jdin Auxlay, my not out partner at 
the crease, announced, with youth on 
his side and the stiff upper lip of Eton 


that facing Gregoiy Armstrong and 
paitnet was a most mterc sting c hal 
ic ngc More 1 eahsm camt fi om 
Kichat d ilutton who had opt ned He 
sal in the cumti smoking but not 
smiling Giegoiy was a fine bowler 
Armstrong was a good bowk r too It s 
a good job this bugger can t bowl at 
both ends 

Kic hai d was readuig the inid day 
newspaper which cai ned a photograph 
ol Mike Denness s MCC tounng jiar 
l\ just amvmg in West Indit s foi 
their major tour Thank gcnidness the 
cavalry has amved said Hutton 

Our mate h was lost tail} on the 
third day but the team gc ncrously did 
not discuss how the pitch had cased 
out under the sunshine John Bare lav 
had bet n brave tvidcnce of tht 1 e 
solve which would make lum Sussex s 
c aptain one day and he was last seen 
that attemoon sii etched out on the 
beach in bathmg costume explainmj. to 
Charlie Fry's nanny what a clmking 
good game cricket was 

I imagmed that the Arab tour would 
be my last visit to the crease m West 
Indies, but it was not 1 so enjoyed my 


stay ai the Cor il Kcc f lloli I with 
pi optic toi s Budge and 0 ilai 1 that 1 
dc cided to stay on atlc 1 i I« st mateh 
there in 1981 1 think ilcttci I wrote 
to niv younger daughtc t s godfathtr 
Caidiff solicitor jetfrty Cohen btst 
c atches the fun and the pciils of taking 
on Bajans at ciickct 

Cot at Reef Club 
St lames Barbados 
'1 April 1981 


My dtai Itffrcv 

It IS almost a month «mc e wt tuc ked 
away a couple of snoits in the attrac 
live basement of the Pai k Hotel m 
C ardiff 

A month in Barbado'.' 1 he England 
li am has c omi and gont c urrently 
continuing the unc(|ual struggle 
against Wt st Indies m Antigua Hob 
day make IS tome and go but ARE 
and wife ait still at the rum punch 

As wc II as wntmg to say hello, 1 
want U) tell you about mv cricket 
matth 1 he general manager of the 
Cora! Reef insisted late at that 
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I understood the West Indian mentality well, which wants to lash the ball like 
lightning to the boundary and bowl quicker than the wind 


The author (left) with Gary Sobers and Clyde Walcott (right) 


I ought to turn out for the Reef 
Waiters XI against the Colony Club 
staff fiom the hotel up the road 

'1 am forty-two and knackered ’ I 
cned I have not played cricket for 
years Besides 1 have no kit ’ I was 
dulv selected 

There were three days to the 
matth Ilaunched myself on a Muham¬ 
mad Ah slimming course you know- 

the one which takes off stones m 
davs and leaves you even more knack¬ 
ered 

Surpnsmfdy foi someone of my 
normal sangfroid. 1 became the victim 
of nightmares, memory sharpening 
memory T his was not m\ fu st rub 
with the Coral Reef Waiters I re¬ 
membered being here before with the 
Anbs EW Swanton s wandering 
ilub On tliat occasion 1974 I was 
nuikiiiv a very cautious comeback 
atti I knee suigery and in ordei not to 
let down the Swantoncorps, which I 
wasleadmg laskeda waiter if he 
could line up some bowlers for a net 
icross the road on the Trents 
< iinund 


He did We strung up a back 
netting 1 tcxik guard and they three 
of them measured out then runs 
They almost disappeared h om sight 
In from 30 vards or so came the first 
At the spill second before dehvery he 
opened up the bodv into a javelm 
thrower’s posture, bent the arm and 
threw one of the fastest bouncers it 
has ever been my great luck to avoid 

The ball hissed ov er my shoulders 
However by the time I had raised 
from the ctouch and was standing up 
again, the ball was on its way back 
catapultmg out of the taut net and 
whacking me between the shoulde* 
blades The waiter beamed 

The second guy hurtled in and 
javelmed another lightning bouncer 
Doyvniwent and staved down Back 
sprang the ball again which he taught 
first bounce at the end of the follow 
through 1 straightened up to meet the 
thud 

This fella was not one fot disguise 
From the start of his long run his 
elbow was bent and he kept it that 
way as he crescendoed into tlte re 


least He wort d white headband A 
spi ar would have suited 

I w as in the ducking position long 
before he got to the treahc and this 
was ]ust as well because he actually 
despatched a lethal beamer I was 
angry now and stood up but as 1 did, 1 
met the ball catapultmg off the back 
neltmg It struck me between the 
shouldei blades I y owed never again 
to tangle with Coral Reef waiters 

So vouundei stand maestro, my 
diffidence But there was a point 
which even in the heart of the night 
liad cogency—I would now be on them 
side 

My selection by the hotel manage¬ 
ment aroused bvely interest among 
the waiters all young and fit They 
grouped in comers of the restaurant, 
w hispered and pointed I detected a 
flash of disbehef m their eyes 

Panic king at my thirteen and a half 
stone I took to early mommg jogging 
After the first time, I staggered back 
into the apartment and slumped at the 
breakfast table, tl^ sweat pounijg out 
of my forehead 1 soaked my bowl of 
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cereal and made the Kimflakes soggy 
without even pounng milk over them 
The bredkfd<tt waitci lurked and 
looked he could not hold bac'k his 
astonishment Art vou the Mr Lewis 
who IS pldMng ciitket tor us on 
Saturdtiy* 

1 could not speak Joan answered 
yet. 

‘Oh’ he said 1 don t think you’ll 
make ari\ good I hat Hartley Allc\ne 
andhisbovs—fast man Heplaveda 
limned defensive stroke with a nap 
km, clost'd his eves and made a 
whistling sound as the imagmary ball 
went past his head I hen laught d 
Well leffrtv I don t know win thei 
you have seen Mi Harllty 'Ult viu 
bowHoi WonesUishiu but hi is 
quitkcI than \ mii a\i r igt w iitei He 
IS iikt git asi d V oil know w hat 
Mou lest lull It iialcd that not 
(HilvIS llaitlev \ll<>nt idishwishti 
It llu Lolonv Lhib but toui of the 
Hiibidossidi lie tmplovtd thtit 
XppiU* nth ( nt gi int ol in ill loundt i 
I til (I H IItk\ II iiiisoti taslbowli 
iiulbil min imignitiicnt sptiinicn 
oitlu mile tomi hiptHiistolK ilxll 
bo\ St lid »it to know till whom 
Mou ilimmiiig mou jogging ind 
an lint stnu nt in Itunloj) (>ucn 1 hsh 
U mils shoes C mu the d i\ Ip ni 
loi 1 1 > It licnts rxnttstach 
\\t won the toss and balled 1 was 
bilk (I IS niiinbii six ind 1 sat with Iht 
only otliii liolidiv mikci who had 
falkiitothi influeiiet ofrumpimch 
Jim \ itt s M ai s old and i pr<u li 
tionerol vill igt eiuket 

llu iimpiies h\ the wav wcu in 
inionnal t oupk om dt e sst d in 
pe ikt de I])(guV) shut 1 \tHow) and 
Uou eisthlue) Ht hid i tt iiisistoi 
ladiotohisi II till oughout the gum 
so tnat he i o ild take in tiu b ill hv ball 
eomnii nt I’v on Hit I tst in Antigua 
Iht olliei unipiu was out ol his mind 
onium Ht woievillow inkle sotks 
jogging shot s shot ts and tt i shii i 
He sang thiougliout tilt whole giine 
M\ panic u turned wlu n I s iw 
goats eleait d off thi iiuttield to m ike 
wav tor Hair ev Alltv nt s long lun 
I lie lirst liaU i bounce r w e nt o\ 11 
the heads nt the batsman and th 
keeper Jim Yates and I shuffle'd un 
eomfoitablv on the woodiiibtiuh 
four bves 1 lit second ball hit the 
batsman on the pomt of his shouldei 
Everv other ball in the ovet went 
through nt ek high at about m p h 
Die bowler at the other end was 
every bit as quick and nastv In the 
third over nui opener was hit on the 






Tony Lewis with his family 
outside their home 


The bowler at the other 
end was every bit os quick 
and nasty In the third 
over, our opener was hit 
on the head No helmets 
worn hero Jim Votes 
turned to the skipper offer¬ 
ing not to bat at all I too 
said what a pity it wa^ for 
me to take up the position 
of o waiter who could only 
get off once a week Jirr 
and I would willingly do 
numbers ten and eleven 
The skipper then pointed 
out that we only hod nine 
men and thot we were in 
the bottom four anyway 


hi id Nt)helmtt-.vuniihtu Jim 
Y itis tinned to t‘k skipixi olltiing 
lint to I) It It ill i liM ^lllivlllat ijnti it 
wi'<k»i me totaki ujulii position <i i 
w liter vvhiKould i niv git olf on i 
week |im mil 1 wooldvviihnglv do 
nuinbe i s u n and t e v e n I he skippei 
then pointid out tliat we onlv had nine 
men and tliat wi w *u in the bottom 
four am wav 


Alley ne hit a second man on the 
hf ad whe rt upon Jim Yates performed 
instani e maths to work out that it was 
i osting him i%0 tor the pnvilege ol 
sitting in death row with his pads on 

1 he tale ends as a success story, 
though modestly told, I hope that 
A R 1 1 wis followed to the crease a 
vouiig man who was retiring with 
iiijurv a split fingei 

Not lor till first time in his life 
L ewis tix)k guard in the pool of blood 
unieasunablv left b> the batsman be- 
fou him However he made 30 not 
out bv 11 ason of liis long expenence 
and natural cowardice Ht saw the 
first xlow bowlei amvt leapt down 
the piU li and belted him ov er the top 
lor SIX till n tour the four i areful 
bloi ks so that lit would not be taken 
ott 

Indiid Lewis was never quite able 
to lake the stiikt ittheothei end, and 
if the tiutli be known outside the 
bast im lit bai of thi Fai k Hotel he 
iitii illv I an out the skipper in a 
ck spttali effort to m ike a second run 
biektolhi sail end 

When till fast men well* biought 
bai k 1 e w IS the n dt monslrated the 
iitri iting squ irt slash and the innmgs 
endi tl when it stalled with bouncers 
<uid liatte rings 

Iht 11 was one sadness Pixirjim 
Y «it« s did not gel in It was woi se in 
Its vv I than his h<itting We tixik tea 
In twi eii innings but he sat theic with 
his p ids on I ight through the interval 
111V h 111 d II ketit d b\ swe at like a 
liiisonii the biutalintinogatorshad 
It tl St dll pill out ol his misirj If 
< nlv 111 ( oiikl h IV e goni out there and 
ha\ ( 1)1 e n Int on the head first ball, at 
It 1st tlx inner luiinoiliould have 
e iidt cl He 11 <iM d fill his own exec u 
11( in He w ould pi i fe r to be l> ing m a 
d II k 111 I onditione d i oom in the Hole 
town Hospital Now ht would never 
know So 1* Itri v b ibv as the gcxid 
Ml s Li w IS is n e asing up fin anothei 
ih\ on the Sandv 1 ant golf toursc and 
iin gcHid fill Ild Robeit Sangstei is 
sluiixiMiig up his lions It ad> to gouge 
iliw noie doll 11 s fi om nil ovir 
i ighi 11 n boll s just to pi op up V er 
lions Fools lot till day 1 suggest you 
give mt 11 ill if evil vou want to play 
u K1 1 1 111 Bai Ixidus I ean oiler white 
s iiuls 1 livth sea lientalh palm trees 
Hid mailunt el- oS’ and life assur- 

iiit ( 

lovi 111 thi piettv girl who served 
us thi whiskies on the hoaen day m 
Laiditf 
lonv 
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T hk S(vret ()1 tc iiDi- I' I 
Kanjit Miiti'i ^-iii \ mi 

now be ' 'i /I) 
of tl»e |(nii . ‘If I 

to this ni.)s' I II 1 I 11 I 
thed iht ' I 'i' 'i.i‘ 

eight i'i'l m WHS 

prevmic 

tin* I I i.li fl nhe 

<1101 I jiiiii.ilist) bv 
h,i' J.uise Throe 

ot I 'll 'loi.rels Act. 

|)o( ulciiion cen- 
!• i,( possible com- 

1 .1 the Indian iJavis 

• 1 .MU that would meet 

I'islovakia at Calcutta 
I II l\ March, one heard 
I'I It there was a sensation 


111 the offing. It appeared 
tli<it a Montreal-based Indi- 
I an was having a groat sea¬ 
son. scalping some of tho 
biggor names on the circuit 
and as soon as our offa lals 
heard ot his amazing run of 
success, they began a do 
tcrmined campaign to have 
hiin included in the stjuad to 
play the Czechs. 

But the moil who coiitiitl 
Indian tennis woie not too 
sure whether suih a niovo 
could be mado When they 
first met to discuss thou 
strategy, there weie a 
number of intriguing view¬ 
points. They had one single 
objective: to get past the 
Czech team, but this was 
not as easy as it sounded. 
Muttuswamy could be the 
answer, but was he an Indt 
an-’ And, if so. u'as he 
qualified to play a Uavis 
Cup tie.'' Finallv, and must 
important, what would tht'y 
do if he was included at the 
expense ot Vijav Amntraj 
I or Kamesh Knshiian? 

I That was when they de¬ 
cided to adjourn, having 
delegated one ol thou 
1 senior committee members 

I with the responsibility ol 

, I out acting someone who 

I (mill provide the answers 
to .ill three questions. 

'I ho next da\, the phone 
rang in the SfMtswurld 
office and we asked who 
was calling. "The AILTA," 
answered the caller, who 
refused to identify himself, 

I insisting that tt was a mat¬ 



ter of national security. Al¬ 
ter a pause, he revealed 
that the letters stood lor 
the All India I.awn Tennis 
Association and he had 
been told bv liis superiors 
to contail someone in a 
position ot otluial imjjort- 
ance Could he lonie and 
see us.'' We told him to 
(onu in right a wav He. 
hesitated bolore explaining, 
in lonlidential tones, that 
he was on a secret mission. 
Would we mind if he came 
into our irftice clad in an 
overcoat with the collar 
turned up and with a cap 
and dark glasses to mask 
his identity'' We told him 
that wouldn’t be a hassle, 
exiepl that the tempe-ra 
lure w.is .T7 degrees out 
Side 

“My boss hasn’t bnefed 
me on an alternative dis 
guise, so I don’t have any 
real option,” he said sadlv. 
He showed up half an houi 
later, looking hainssed be¬ 
cause his taw had been 
stopped five times by auto 
graph hunters who had mis¬ 
taken him tor Fran, the 
Hindi film villain. 

Then, after he Iwd reco¬ 


vered, he told us about how 
Ranjit Muttuswamv had 
beaten Steian Edberg and 
Jimmv Connors in a Miami 
tournament that week. 
Then one of our colleagues, 
a smart .vourig lad who 
reads all the Reuters tennis 
flashes, pointed out that 
bdberg had been leading 
.fi-i in the first set when he 
conceded the match be¬ 
cause of cramps. Connors 
hadn’t even shown up for 
the tournament, so Mut¬ 
tuswamy went into the 
third round by default. 

’’Really? I don’t think my 
boss knows that,” ex¬ 
plained the olticial, his 
frown becoming more 
deeply ingrained all the 
time. But he did hnj^^ten 
up marginally when we 
pointed out that neither Vi- 
jay Amntraj nor Ramesh 
Ktishiian had reached the 
thud round ol any tourna¬ 
ment in 198fi, default or no 
detault. 

He met us a week later, 
the frown permanently en¬ 
trenched by now. Ranjit 
Muttuswamy had been con¬ 
tacted and had revealed 
that he somehow held dual 


Ranjit Muttuswamy revealed that he held dual 
nationality and waa therefore eligible to play Oavie 
Cup tor India 



nationality and was there¬ 
fore eligible to play Davis 
Cup for India. Since he had 
reached the third round at 
Miami, the AILTA had 
asked him to play two of 
the four singles matches. 
But this created sih unmedi¬ 
ate problem, for either Vi- 
jay Amntrai or Kamesh 
Knshnan now had to be 
dropped from the team and 
not one ol the AILTA offi¬ 
cials wanted the responsi¬ 
bility of conveying ttat de¬ 
cision to Amntraj or 
Knshnan. 

Tho situation over the 
next couple of days was 
tense. The Amntraj 
brothers, confident that 
they would be in the squad, 
were flying home. So too 
were Rameijh Knshnan and 
Sashi Menon. And in Mon¬ 
treal, Ranjit Muttuswamy 
was packuig his track .shoes 
and rackets, overjoyed that 
he had been chosen *o play 
for the country of lus birth. 

No one wanted the awe¬ 
some task of tackling the 
problem that now assumed 
diplomatic proportions. 
The Foreign Muuster and 
the Home Minister were 
informed but said they 
would maintain a "liands 
off’ policy. The AILTA 
would have to sort out their 
own complicated tangle. 

But R^jit Muttuswamy 
solved It, albeit uiadver- 
tently. He packed his Cana¬ 
dian pavssport uistead of his 
Indian passport and when 
he arrived at the Immigra¬ 
tion counter at Delhi air¬ 
port, he was sent bqdr 
because he didn't have an 
Indian visa. 

None of the other Indian 
players knew how close 
they had come to beiiw 
dropped from the squad 
while the AILTA officials 
breathed normally once 
more. But before 1 end, I’d 
just like to remuid you that 
yesterday was April Fool’s 
Day. Of course, you knew 
dus was all a hoax. Or did 
you? 

David McMahon 
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Ilie tyres have got to be O^t! 

CEAT NYLON SCOOTER TYRES 

Taking a curve Is not so risky If you re on Ccar tvres 

Because the Ceat ANC Nylon has sipes which grip 

the road even while cornering at high speeds. And the 

ring knobs hcrfd the scooter steady on skid-prone roads 

The ANC is effective for quick braking too 

When a tyre comes from Ceat, you can be sure it s safe 


^ioing your way 
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If you’re over 18, 
and have stopped growing, 
but are still not as tall as 
you’d like to be, INSTA'HEIGHT 
guarantees to increase 
your height upto 15 cms. 
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TALL MEN AND WOMEN DOMINATE OTHERS • 
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SPECIAL 7-OAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ' 

1 Id ( 111 , n t of Bus ifss Devflopmint A sucidtes) 

^ 30b NdV| van So( t-ty Lam nqton Road Bombiy 400 008 

Please riisli mr yni In liHeqhl proqtamme imnediately undet yoiii 
one week qini-intee oer od f I im not satisfied I undeisland 
I Ldn ittui I It within i week foi j full refund (less packing and 
postiqp) 10 q estiris rked Please lik T appropriate box 

□ I am eiflosirg Rs 27 (Pin Rs 3 by cheque Bank Draft I P 0 
D Money Order for Rs 30 senl (V 0 No dated ) 

□ 1 am not enilasiiy any money but shall pay postman Rs 30 oi 
delivery oy V P P 

Name __ __ 

Address _ __ 
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Ageing 

VUay 

ONE would never have dreamt that 
the Davis Cup tie between India and 
Czechoslovakia would prove to be a 
fiasco The odds were definitely 
against Indu But at any rate, India 
could have done better Indeed, India 
did really well in the World Group 
quarter final against the defendmg 
championb Sweden last year 
Vpy AmntTci] considers it a great 
honour to play for India But docs he 
realize what a tremendous responstbil 
ity he IS entrusted with as a member 
of the Davis Cup squad' If he did we 
would not have faced such a humiliat 
mg defeat We expected too much 
fromVijay As a result when he 
foiled India flopped 
Vijay seems to be tom between his 
tennis film and television commit 
ments No wonder he was not able to 
nse up to the occasion and deliver the 
goods He had been in exile from the 
tennis kingdom for too long to do 
anvthmg better A player who is 
completely devoted to tennis ean 
hardly take his eyes off tennis In 
these days of healed competition 
tennis demands utmost dedication 
Vijay seems to be pestered by the 
problem of lack of time It is wise not 
to expect too much from Vijav He is 
an agemg star And age is telhng on 
him These days he can hardly last 
for five sets Vijay has done a lot of 
good to Indian tenms It is quite 
lamentable that there does not seem 
to be anyone to don the mantle of 
leadership on Vijay s retirement How 
long can Vijay afford to wage a long 
battle fot India^ 

V JESUDO'iS& V SAMPATH 
Bangalore 

Could have been better 

THE dual selection of the cncket 
teams for Sharjah and En^and is for 
better than the last one to Australia 
These teams should bnng dory to us 
1 foil to understand why Sadanand 
Viswanath is axed even for these 
tours Did he foil so badly in the tour 
he had played last’ 1 feel, the opportu 
nities provided to him during recent 
Zonal Matches have been msuffiaent 
as compared to the other plaj ers who 
are now selected One hopes he will 
not be a victim like Budht Kunderan 
during the 60's But, in his (Kunder 



equally good 

It seems, Viswanath has no God- 
foUier among tte selectors’ 

J MENEZES, 

Bombay 

Holding to rutiru 

THE game of cncket wiU soon lose 
one of the all time greats The mag¬ 
nificent West Indian fast bowler has 
announced that he will retire rni 
mediately after the present senes 
against Endand His achievements 
with the ball have been matched by 
very few He has been the backbone 
of tte West Indian attack for over a 
decade and thoud> he does not bowl 
halfasfostasheusedto say five 
years ago the West Indians are going 
to find It very difficult to find a suitable 
replacement 

It IS shocking news Holding is still a 
world class bowler and ail batsmen 
find him very difficult to fote Though 
he has cut down on his pace he has 
become a master at the art of swing 
bowling He uses the crease to great 
effect, and as always, he is accurate 
and deceptive He definitely has a few 
years of cncket ahead of him, and one 
cannot really figure out why the chmn- 
pion fast bowler has decided to quit 
from die hi^st brand of the game 
CHABIN CHA 71 EHJEE, 

Bhadrakab 

Bad for Bengal 

THE eclipse of the fovountes Bengal 
m the National fcKilbali Championship 
recently held at Jabalpur via the tie 
breaker pained miUions of soccer fans 
and sport lovers in Bengal Punjab, 
who annexed the Santosh Trophy for 
the second year in succession demon¬ 
strated better strength stanunaand 
skill 

It IS basically the desire to win 
which was defiaent—Bengal hardly 
played hke champions To the star 
players, the state honour appeared 
relatively unimportant—most of them 
were interested m the money game 
for which IF A’s schedule of soccer 
transfers looks solely responsible 
Some players became indisapliiied, 
Ignoring ffie instructions of the coach 

Mr Amal Dutta, known for lus rigid 
stand and professionalism paid deariy 
for too many ei^nments and thus 
deprived Bengal of a possibte victory 

SHYAMAL GUPTA, 

Burdwaa 
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Champions Trophy Hockey 


Hockey opens all doors 

Andy O’Brien, reporting from Karachi, finds that being 
I loiimalist has its advantages. Especially a journalist 
covering international hockey 


I I lot very often ifut you meet a 
ig Customs offitet It is lessoften 
you come auoss one who smiles 
1)1 talks to you apart from asking 
lou to open your suitcase 
The jroung offu er 1 approached at 
Bombay s Sahar Airport en route to 
Karachi to get an import licence for 
this typewriter and my dictaphone 
was quite entliusiastic about meeting 
two people on their way to cover the 
Champions Trophy 


Glancing throu^ die pages of my 
passport he said, “Why have there 
been so many changes > “ 

“Ttuit s because the date on the 
first stamp was wrong ” 1 retorted, 
making an excuse for the multiple 
“deleted’ stamps on my inugration 
clearance 

“No 1 m refemng to changes m the 
Indian hockey team,’ he clarified 
Then, in my surprise I thmk, I rave 
him a long rundown on why Zafar Iqbal 


and Paulous lloro were not in 
Karachi I don’t quite u member what 
I told him, but he seemed to have 
understood My import document was 
ready in a flash and when we were 
leaving he called out, “All the best' 
Hope we wm the tournament” A 
smile was all that I could offer 
Yes, dt’s quite mtnguing, the kmd erf 
attention those connected with sport 
enjoy in the otherwise stnet procedu¬ 
ral environment at international or 





with tiM nunwrous ehangm In International hockoy, aerial ball play haa aaaumed vital Importance 


ports I recafl talking to the Bntish 
hodiev umpire Douglas Bruce at 
Bansaiore Airport when he was doing 
duty at the B<mipdore Hockey Nation 
ala He could not comprehend how 
normal procedures (otherwise so 
necessary) were bong overlooked 
Mst because he was an international 
Mckey umpu% 

On amvcd at Karachi there was still 
thM kaad of preferential treatment for 
118. Because you had come to cover 
the Qiampions Trophy, you were 
through the various channels and out 
teough the exit even before you 


realised ymi had forgotten about duty 
free shopping and changing your 
money 

One can measure local interest m 
the game when one ccmsiders that this 
is the fifth time the Champions Trophy 
IS being held here Of the e{^t 
instances the trophy has been con 
tested. Lahore, Amterdam and Perth 
have hosted it once each, vdule on all 
other occasions it has been held in 
Kaiadtt 

Yet, the kind of enthusiasm that the 
tournament still generates has gut to 
be seen to be b^ved Crowds turn 


up to witness the praitue sessions 
and each team is cheered cmto the 
ground 

The Indian team seems to be quite 
popidar, especially skipper ShahuL 
Much was made of the amral cd the 
Intban team and they got plenty of 
footage on tte local television news. 
No wonder the schedule ensures that 
no oUier game clashes with the India- 
Pakistan be 

And India seem to be highly ranked, 
especially after Uieir win over Pakis¬ 
tan in the recently concluded senes 
against Pakistan India trat mily have 







c 













v;“. i, 

M P Singh and Pargat Singh (|eraey numbera 2 and 3) have to guard the citadel as well as get the goals 


the advanUgt ol plivin^ uiidti londi 
tions sinular to ihost at honn tiny 
also have the edjjt biiausi the other 
teams amved in Karachi oiilv a Itcy 
davs pnor to the start ol tlu touini 
iTienl 

Conditions will plav i major rok in 
the outcome of tlu toumiment and 
theie. were even sufutcstions from the 
Puroptan ind other turns thit the 
substitution hniit be i used but an 
objection to this l)> India inci even 
Pakistan siw tlu end ol the deoite 
The rules Kovemin^ the Chimpions 
Iroph\ ean only be chinj;ed it ill six 
panic ipatin^ te mis itiicc uii iiiimouslv 
on the change hveii it one ut the 
teams objects then the till rules 
have to be used The I mope ins it 
seems intend shifting tlu gmu to a 
kvel which suits them to the ultiiiute 
In this liKht It was kckkI th it someone 
did t ike a stand is fimi is Indi i 
i liking ibout the chingmg nature 
of the game luukee seems to be 
attracting the itteiition of leleeision 
In fact tlu Mil his upenlv declared 
that making hoeke\ i spectator sport 
especially for tele \isum is their aim 
thus the frequent change ot rules 
lilt Champions Iruphv tius time 


around seems to be i step in Ihit 
direetion hor the first lime the 
tournament will see hockey plived 
undei floodlights Iht ei input Init 
beautiful I'lkistin Hulev (.lil Sn 
dium has bit n htted with floodlights ii 
a huge loss to the countivs ftdc11 
tion the mam atm be^ing to atti u t 



Australia will depend heavily on 
Haaaihunrt a skill 


television 

/alar lc|ba) s willidi tw il his nise d 
quite I It w qut sti in imi ng Pakis 
tan s public mdpiess 11 still tem 
to be leiewltiv uiilc in 1 wtiv n it ■’ 
Ihc Indiin tcmi willli i llii i lurid 
ic ippe d with ul Ins c \|)( in t but 
iotmet Indiii skippei t t fil Singli 
who aciompinicd llr ( im is lull of 
eunlidenec ind II ibi is in ible 
enough repliencnl lor /ifit He 
seems t he in two mind about 
whe the r 1 1 rc tin or not ind mv idvice 
would be til it he should e ill it i day II 
he ean t kee p lit he ean I m ikt it to the 
team siid \jtt F'll Singh the man 
who ltd India to its onlv World Cup 
tnumph fiorn his words it w is quite 
eJcir that he felt /liii should tail it a 
dav and not hope to plav in the Asian 
Gimts md the World Cup 

Ihe Indian te im it its meeting the 
dav before the commentement of the 
tournament reilistd the fact that the 
opeiung game agamst Wt st (je rmany 
was erueial Not onlv were the (ler 
mans the most we U bal me id side is 
well as the team to belt m the 
tournament but a victory in the open 
mg game would be a tremendous 
bemst to the morale of the team 
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A close race all the way 


TTIE people of Karachi never seem 

I to have had enough of hockey 
Perhms that is one of the reasons 
why Pakistan can stiB hold its own 
among the world's top teams 

One thought Calcutta had a sports 
crazy populace but Karachi gives them 
a run for their money The top six 
to^ms m the world have descended on 
this port town of Sind for the fifth tune 
and have swept the people off ther 
feet 

It seems as if all activity will cease 
once the tournament gets under way 
The fiavounle topic of debate at road 
side tea shops and even at the Tai 
Mahal Hotel where the teams officials 
and media are staying is who will wm 
the toumamtnt'' 

Of course no ont even ventures to 
harard a guess such is the nature of 
the tournament Oneerrorcanbnnga 
team down from the top position to 
scunewhere near the bottom of the 
table A bad decision by an umpire 
could ctst a side a place in the final 
standings Such is the kind of tension 
and pressure that players ofikial'i and 
umpires will fate 

^id what makes this yeai s touma 
ment even more enthralling is the 
narrow gap between each ol the six 
teams It now bt comes very much 
like one day cricket md a tournament 
of this nature can only be good for 
promoting the game ol hex key 

Australia havin«( won three sucees 
sive trophies will be Itxiking to extend 
that to four m a row but this lime they 
are without Charlesworth and Walsh 
two key players who took them to the 
top rung )i the mteinational hockey 
ladder 

West (rtjrmany who on so many 
(xxrasions have come Jose to grabbing 
the top spot but failed look the most 
balanced side here They have the 
eiqierience of Bloehcr Fischer and 
Smidt to back up their newfound 
talent They will not be taking things 
too lightly remembering ^e day 
when they led India 5 1 at the Perth 
tournament and eventually ended up 
with just a solitary pouit in that game 
They look a determined lot and will be 
a g^ bet 

Pakistan will really have to produce 
senne powerful magic to win theu' third 
Champions tournament Not only is 
their morale low after then defeat by 
India m the last senes, neither is team 


mmt too hi^ at this point of time 
“niere are allegabons of dissension 
withm the team itself and between the 
squad and officialdom The team 
assembled (»ily a few days pnor to the 
tournament and things do not look all 
that rosy for the hosts though the 
junior team has beem fating well in the 
practice matches against the visiting 
teams 

Great Bntam, the most unproved 
side, are an unknown quantity be 
cause of then inconsistency a draw 








Pakistan leg of the last senes and if he 
repeats his bnUiance, India should do 
better than their third position in the 
Amsterdam tournament 
The strug^e among the teams is 
intense and exhausting but will 
nonetheless please hcKJcey fans not 
only m Karadu but the world over 
The orgaiusation of the tournament 
has b(%n quite satisfactory, but there 
are rumours that PIA’s sponsorship of 
the tournament (which includes firee 
travel for aU the teams) seems to be n 
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AiwlraNa (ieft) and Pakistan MMfi to be kMfiing in Mqi bi lliair 
race for hockey supremacy 


back that also afflicts the Dutch What 
the Dutch have in their f ivour is the 
penalty comer which tht y have all but 
mastered In a tournament o this 
nature, conversion of opportuniue s is 
the key to sure ess 
India hold the key All tht v liavi. to 
do IS use It the Indian foiward> art 
very compete it at enforcing ixnaity 
comers, but it depends on Muhindtr 
Pal Smgh to do the rist He was 
extremely sutccssful during the 


jeopardy With the end of martial law 
in Pakistan civilians arc taking over 
important posts and questions are 
now being asked Can PiA afford to 
spend so muih money on a hockey 
tournament’ 

One thing though is nut in doubt 
If the airline drops out, there are 
many potential sponsors waiting on 
the sidelines to sink their nehes mto 
this hockey extras agan/a 
ftoaeM 


''Let me play for England” 


G EOKFKI-.V UI/.I.fAAJ 
lun ('()/'( iiic 
scout <)\ hi i' i'< I ^^orl 

dwidc. ij !■ h i;i :hc 

grotJV! i.i •• ■’O well 
'I’ I’otxl 

.iiotliinR in my 

lif< ■ ■ "kI l(>\e more than 
ir ■■ <iu( to open for my 
I i V again. ” savs 
otl. 

1 know I could do a good 
lit. 1 wouldn't let anyone 
down. I think the whole 
world kmiws that." 

As another of England's 
batsman trudges back to 
the pavilion, a West Indian 
voice biHtms out: “Hey 
Boycott, you could do 
better." 

With a knowing smile. 
Boycott, of Yorkshire and 
England, turns his hfead and 
says simply: “I know." It is 
a statement not meant to 
sound conceited. They are 
the words ol a man with 
massive confidence in his 
own ability. 

Boycott, a veteran of 
1081 ests, is far from hap¬ 
py with what he sees in the 
West Indies. He feels cer¬ 
tain he could do lietter. And 
would like the chance. 
There is notliing he would 
relish more than for Eng¬ 
land to turn to him ui tteir 
hour of need. 

Wliat would Geoffrey 
William Boycott do to coun¬ 
ter the four-pronged 
speed-bowling menace that 
is the West Indies attack? 

"I would play tlie same 
way I have always done," 
he says, "1 would play 
straight up and down the 
line. 

“I wouldn’t go in for any 
herok-s. At this level 
you've got to plav yourself 
in. se*' what the pitch is 
doing, and what the bounce 
IS like. 

“Tlie great thing is to 
play an innings. If only 
someone in tin* current En¬ 
gland team had got their 


Geoff Boycott, touring the West 
indies as a journalist this time, mokes 
no secret of his belief that he is a 
better cricketer than some who are 
struggling against the pace bowlers 





As another of England's batsmen 
trudges back to the pavilion, a West 
Indian voice booms out; "Hey, 
Boycott, you could do better." With a 
knowing smile, Boycott, of Yorkshire 
and England, turns his head and says 
simply: "1 know " 


head down and played the 
sheet anchor role with 
anoiHer lIKt or so runs on 
the board it could well liave 
been a clilfereiU story." 

E\enat the age of 45, 
Boycott bi‘lie\ es he could 
do as well— it not better— 
than his current England 
coiinlei parts. 

‘ Ii’s .ill very well tonking 
spinners and medium- 
pacers all over the ground 
in county cncket," he 
says. 

'* I liat makes you look 
gfiod. But the real test is 
Test cricket, especially 
when you face these fast 
boys from the West Indies. 

“'I'hat IS the difference 
between a class batsman 
and an also-ran." 

No one, I doubt, has 
worn the England colours 
with greater pnde. Boycott 
is a fighter through-and- 
throiigh, and despite critic¬ 
ism ol placing for himself 
and the tecord books, his 
record is second to none. 

He would have placed in 
even more Tests but for a 
self-imposed three-vear 
exile in the late l‘)7t)s. liul 
he has still chalked up 19 
centuries and nioi i- tiian 
8,<MH) Test runs. 

Here in (tie West Indies 
Boyck',. .IS he is affec¬ 
tionately known, is a living 
legend. People everywhere 
want to shake him by the 
hand and tnllrtu the man. 

He is covering what is fast 
becoming a nightmare tour 
for a nval .Sunday newspap¬ 
er at a fee reputed to be in 
excess of I'^O.tKKl. 

His love affair with cnck¬ 
et has gone on for some 25 
years and shows no sign of 
abating. There are few 
lournalists who could step 
from the Press box into the 
cauldron of a major sporting 
battle. Boycott could. And 
he knows it. 

A lot of otliei people are 
last bt'ginning to realise 
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that the t nglibh public and 
importantK hnfflishcmk 
et would be bttU r herved 
with him behind a bat than a 
typewiittr 

He IS IS fit today as he 
wasidveaisaKO The 
CO ordination speed of 
thought and e\ t irt. still as 
good as ever Practice is 
compulsory foi him 

As 111 says I o '.tav at 
the top in anv spoit you 
must pi ac tic e (lolftrs do 
snookc I pla\ ers do so do 
tennis players Why should 
ciieketers be diffc rent'* 

Perhips that is what is 
wiong with the piesi ni Fn 
gland squad I h< v don t 
seem to piactill much it 
all meiilv go thn ueh the 
motions ft i h ill in h )ui ind 
think tint I i IK Lilli 

I sui)|K>si 1 II 1 one of 
the 1 1 t of the I Id ■>( hool 
wthdittcKiil illiUidts ind 
appii uh t( lili I ( )plc 
m IV iitiii ( iiK but suicK 
m\ III 11(1 s])! il sfoi Itself 

lio\(l< Cl It iiiilv sniffs 
out the Ixst pi i< till I Kill 
til s And hi gits invont 
anilivctvoiii tobowl it 
him IIK'iidins on one 
tdtnoii )ci ision Rolling 
Slone s singi i Mu k J vggt i 
I Si It I onti s I d rieki 1 
fan itie 

4s a tourist hi displivtd 
the s mil im nt il disi iplini 
he h IS shown tiini ind 
igiin It the (It I I 

lit II id tic (|iit nt I >ws 
witholtui ildi m bicausi 
Ik insistid on h iMiig i 
room to Innisi It Bung i 
nonsinokti indpiiiti illv 
tcitotil Bovnttwisnt 
paitv tothi lati night she 
nanig ins t iv ouu d bv main 
of Ills I olli igut s 

liiixpliiicd I like to 
be in bed b> l(t 10 oi 
1 )p m at the I iti si to gel 
a decent night s sit i p 
I he* e IS no w i\ I w >uld 
want to havi somcoiu 
staggi i into nn loom at 
some ungodly houi switch 
ingonthi lights inddis 
turbing me 

Boycott s view son till 
F.ngland te iin ni tvpii illy 
frank Hi r< spi i ts lan 



He feels certain he could do better 
And would like the chance There is 
nothing he would relish more than for 
England to turn to him in the hour of 
need 


Both nil fi I III ihlity hut 
ti veils iipi II ii il It id 
I 1 1 | In I It 1 1 n il t 
tilt I I I I 11 

I he I lie 1 II oi tiM 
pi ivt I vv'i 1 w old n t 

II i\ i pit 1 1 I III loltl nil 

I lit I I n d ihithit 
i vtotl liimsi II tfiink lit 
h I il I bt in liidt I 

\n(i hi git It 1 II I I I 
out 111 h II t I 11 w 
hill I ind II w I d It 
Wist Indus ipliinViv 

III hlid nit 11 viotl It I 
It icplir II till! wn hv the 
Bull h iheli t iiitiiissioni r 
in l'( 111 f Sp 111 

How would yi u 11 mdie 
oiiiti III w It I c inquiud 
Kidiiids Okie 11 pill d 
B( VI itt 

\iy noddtd lilt i live Iv 


ind Slid \(s I think VON 
1 It hililv would 
(i ittiiv V\iiliun 
B IV tl ^oil Inn ind F n 
it ind 111 IK diiiihts 

T ill Kl IS ilisi kite Iv no 
d ibt iboiil Boviott s 
him J III Mill 11 foi 
thii 

I III I mil I I ngi ind st il 
wilt h ilk iigi d me to I 
i lint of tennis indgivi 
mi tlu till isliingoi niy life 
In two until es 1 nius 
tend I paltrv 11)games in 
livt stts much to Uu de 
light of the live It old bat 
ting upiinui 
We nut toi the hist liint 
while w citing tor iiouit it 
till Hilton 11 iti I in Poit oi 
Spain 1 1 inidad home foi 
till tl nil end tin u com 


panying FYess party during 
their stay in Fnntdad 
in immai ulately pressed 
shot ts and shirt with a blue 
hat keipinghtsthmnmg 
hair from blow mg m the 
wind iiovcott suggested a 
game 

1 accepted with relish the 
thani e to play one of my 
sportmg heroes but soon 
wished I hadn t 

1 he man is old enough to 
bt my fdthei 1 thought to 
myself Surely I would be 
able to beat him 

Ihe first encounter took 
piaie dunng the heat of the 
daj with temperatures 
touching the high eighties 
and F ngland players luar 
mg on Boyeks from their 
hote I bakonii s which gave 
a grandstand y le w of the 
haideouit below 
I soon realised I would 
be in for a big defeat 1 was 
sweating profusely and 
i basing fruitlessly pieii mg 
shots (It live red with un 
nervingaieutaiy 

[Joyi (lit s stroke play is 
iniinaiulate as 1 soon found 
tomv lost 

He ran about w ith the 
/LSt of a man half his age 
Fiothun and othi rs watih 
ing ftom the ir y ullage pomt 
u yelk d in mv misfoitune 
I soondisioviied tliat 
Boyiott still niiintains 
tht Mini tei ly detinnma 
lion ind will to win that 
i h II It II risi s 111 life Aftei 
h indiiip out 1 lomprchen 
sivi b ^ b 2 defeat he ran 
up to the lie t with a spring 
in his step 

Afti 1 nn public liumilia 
tion we adjoumidtoi a 
drink No not a beer or 
t vena run punii Boviott 
has iboiiglits only for a tup 
ol It I 

I! lying suppi d Ins i up 
pi Boycott sivs poodbve 
expl lining'hi Ins to go for a 
net \s lie go( s he quips 
Any timi you v mt a re 
m itih let nil kii )w 
Wi nut igiin tlustime 
dui ng till lOo) ol the even 
ing but tht rt suit was just 
IS b id (» 2 h ii f) 2 
Mar* Souatar, TrtnUad 



Si’OT Report 



Rann Trophy final 

Delhi get past Haryana 
with a yawn 


0 \ ilirvana had ground th( 

ly cnckttmK jugK( iniut lo i 
h 111 semi finals nf thi K iiin 
I \ champumsliip lliiii Vf i 
in to l)eh( vt Ihit Itilhi was not 
riR to havt it t isy in (h< luiil tint 
Ikiwid kss than i loitnif^ht lit<t 
lJut such hopi s whu h wi ri p iiti il 
ly bastd on thi fut (hit llirv ma li id 
doni it not on Uk it hoini spun iiiidi i 
(Hcparcd wiikits in Koht ik oi I iiidi 
bad but on Koinbiy s own W uikhi di 
Stadium wt rc ^ivt n in indi i (nl i> i 
rial It Ihlhis icro/ishili h >tl ii 
dium on tht morning' of All i ool rl v 
Dtihi s VKtmv miti>inof in inning, 
.ind 141 tuns with ilxnit li\i iiid i 
hil/ hours to spin w is lii,htl\ (\ 
aggerated ispiiiallv Ixi lu i it is not 
every otlKr tiam that i in brinj, tin 


might of Hotnbav (without lor tht 
mold thi sitviusof Sunil (iiviskit 
ind Siriditp I’ltilj to its kncts 
H irv in I will bi h ird put to t xplain 
thill ilnsinil show in tlu find 
Agriid Dilhi wire thi fivountis 
Agitid u nil l>clhi hid till hint fit of 
pliviric thi find on homi ground 
\i,u*d \il ii,iin till lollittivi cx 
ptiiimi of till tutors fir outwiigliid 
tint of till pifitndtrs It wis thi 
in IIgin tint SI pji iti d till two finilists 
111 till find 111ihSis tint nnklid 
|) uhlv SI hiiiusL Kipil Divs 
Ilirtini ((iiiidli hiM gitiiiuptlie 
tij.lit tilt i irlv II till niitih it IS one 
thirii lo lu If distil ihout i tisk it 
hind iiid quill I ditfiiint bdl ganit to 
throw III the towel b\ tin shiir 
giginti III of thi tisk Onii iXIhi had 


ai quin d a 150 run first innings lead 
only Ashok Malhotra and to a lesser 
extent Kapil Uev seemed lo think it 
worthwhile lo givi the match all they 
had bitorc going down 

1 hit i ol DtIhi s tour national squad 
rc tails had i woiidcrlul match Ihere 
was Kirli A/ad with i powtrparked 
107 that vindicated the nitional si In 
tion lommitlees stind Ihit lu could 
provide the quick runs m the i idd^d 
ordir when needed in the Austral isia 
Cup in Sh iri ih I hi n tht rt was M inoj 
I'ribhakii emphasising that apart 
trom moving the hall in 1 ngland hi 
tan still bt rited more thin i ttason 
ibit hitsmin 

lilt thud Iklhiiti toiilihiiti Ins 
iisurriction in tin national squ ids tor 
Sh<ii)ah and thi t ngland tour that 



Smiles sll around end why not? Delhi players with the Ranil Trophy 



follows was Manindet Sintsh The 
left arm spinntr was back with a huge 
bang taking three loi ()h m the first 
innings and iollowing it up with a 
career litst eight lor 'i 4 in the setond 

Mohindei Amainilh ma\ have 
world a point or two against the 
selection committei winch droppeci 
him lor the Shaijali k g of the national 
squad s summer eampaigns But in tm 
context of limited civil s cm kit 
whic h IS what tin Austi alasia Cup is all 
dbout—Amamath s knenk which fell 
SIX shoit of 1 double ientur> did not 
havt much to leconimind itsilf unlike 
Azads in tin same match 

Some win re <ilong the line tittc d in 
Ajav Shnniis elegant 110 whieh 
mack him the initchs ind Delius 
fouith cinlun scoiii lln loui dee 
tins Ambii Ro\ ' (i Kiipil Singh 
llanumint Singh ind Minmolian 
M Sood who wilclucl \oiing Shuina 
\ miisl luce It up mil tikin noli for 
^ use III lln luluu ^lKl 1 blight future 
Ai t\ ■'ll uni eitiiiih his He 
sIiIlKClt ll \e 111 n llu fug (III 1 
^loIl igiin 1 c niK i| wilii I liiiee 
tiguii IIII I In dill it 111 the R inji 
I mil I Ht I IS 111 too lie otiicl In one 
of the i nil ot lln uUionil elec tins 
dcii 1(111 ll I'inl iw hop liii tilt lit in 
tlu-- \i II linil el'll tliough lln 
mill ml sf|iii(f I'll lln imnndntt 
toniiiiilnitIlls IikI been ehosiii un 
iiK cli 111 h dte 1 tin R inp I ioph\ 
s nil lin ils 

1 lom 11 in nil s point of mcvc Ihtit 
VC IS 111 111 I wiitc home ilniulcMcpt 
* tin sill 1 1 III lln Kind innings of 
le I uicil \s|iol Miihotii ind the 
I iiliiu 1 1 CM 11 mod pmiH I IS e spin 
I Mini I Sill II I live M III (\ploit (In 
wic kl I 

Mill In <111 I this oiusponcit111 
spiikt ll R I Ml nil I tliidlnwlio with 
1 ilw 11 Is llu iruiiniosi plmt m 
tin (lilt til ell Kill IS isstilitiu lliii 
H m in 1 nil i il tin si i\uc of R urn 
(let (loel m i\ h lid i lot of w lUi Init 
the 1 1 1 th It no ie]il i i me iil In be c n 
lound lot lln \etci m doc not spe ik 
texi liiglil\ ol tlx I ciukttmg 
mil SI 111 s 

(lOel w IS III C ikiitl I pliMiie I i 
Molnin Bag 111 in tin e i ckc • \s oiii 
tion ot Biiisil k igui ill tin Miidni 
having t illc d II icl iv tiom liis liss 
c ticket I CMC I in tin pisl le iiiii 
ihin^ed his iniinl iliout ()uittmg top 
^ graek ciicket on the dnmesiu iiuuil 
but w IS sueiC'sliilK piisiiidtd to 
ehinge Ins mmd One wondtis itiei 
seeing the w i\ In stile t ivcd in 
dunng tin Rmji hml win tint In 



When the commentator says next time that Mohinder 
Amamath got close to the ball, you know |ust how ‘close’' 


might chinge hts mind a Hind time do so 

Iinueilly lln viler m kit aim spin Withloui century maketsecmlnbut 
nils son Nitin Ciocl wis in the mg to that imposing WK) plus total it 

Hiiv ini squid as i kttliended was Icll to Maninden Singh to drive 

bitsniin home the Tit) run hist mmngs lead 

II lurther Icstirnonv to tin bank I his he did re niarkably Ihougli he did 

iiiptiv ol Haiv mas bowling re soiiries gel a wav with a dispropoi tiunate 

inthi tin ill required one has only to am<iunl ot Icxisi stuff on the (nnulti 

lie ill tint skipper Kapil Ikv tried to mate day 

do 1 (larv Sobeis With no lonspi Orn of tin lessons whieh Hiivana 
euous suecess though One sus|nets mav hive gleam d fiom the loss of the 

Kapil decision to don m unaccus tmil is tint the idmimsti ilois ot the 

tonic d tiowimg n it it of milt spinne i g ime in tli it si ite w ill li i\ c to go bac k 

hid IS much lo do null Ins bowling to the di iwiiig bond stigc and chalk 

cupboitd lx mi hue is Ins disi usl out v c i v di finite ]il ms ibout tin game 

oMi uch I piK nllv uiispoiting vviek tlieie DI tlx It mi founding tnunn i 

it IS the one tint w I-, piovidc (1 In Ihe iitc of Kiiindt! (lOel Ravindtr 

Dtlln nut District (. ihkc I XsscHiition Clndlii nid Sitkai I ilwii only the 

iDDCA) III si mentioned his loinnilv quit Ihe 

Much Ixtoic llu Inst hill w is othei two rinv he ihk loioiitinuc for 
bowled llu tiuk vv is since cl Inn i sc isoii oi two hunt i time the stale 
llu wcktl he gin ies|xindmg to spin i ccciid Is imbilic il coid with Delhi 
liItU lilt I luiu'i >11 llu Inst div Ills (Mmost ill numbcis ol the llarvana 

(lificicnt mittci lint Delhi still mm ti mi hive it some time oi the other 

ig( (1 h .S mils 111 llnii Inst iimmg'- pliycd ai the Delhi (iieuil) 
ignii t SS In I tin nil CUadlii who skippei tin team m 

llu lict iimiins tint the home Kapils ibstncc w is vctv hippv that 
U im t iiloiid the jiiteh lo hUint wli t the ti im Ind le iclud Die linil ten the 

(VC I edge it might hive pnnidecl to first time situe tlu si iti mide its 

the Hiivinatuw billhcnvicis K ipil diliiit m the n itioinl ehimpionship in 

met I Int in Shum I who signik nulv 19/0 71 Bui the si ile will hive to 

Inicd the new hill in llu inlional de vc lop a eiieke ling c iilliin oiitsuwn 

ll ini liH) hut lining s lid tint it must it it Ins ti sust iiii its impiessivc lun 

In Slid tint Ih V Ilia did line tin intt the list kw vtiis 
o|il 1(111 of St ^mig tin nntch on llicii 

home giound hut were disitniiiv d to Aghak Kwnafh, N«w DeUu 
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A triumphant Madan Lai receives the trophy from Lt. Governor Kapoor 


Who’s congratulating who? Mohinder Amarnath (left) 
and AJay Sharma in me middle. Ttw raised bat can be 
an obvious clue 
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ManoJ PrabhaKar—shades of Allan Lamb—playing a 
pull Is not to the delight of Haryana's wicketlieper 
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Around The Worn d 


Limited-overs senes 


England settle the issue peacefully 

.. And West Indies steamroll their way to 3-1 


E N(iI 4\I) stiiud iht 

tin \Mtli tht piospttt 
of winnit K tilt lonsolrftion 
pn/t ()l I tR in till one Hn 
stilts iht 11 total ot Ibi 
for mm w is not is bid is it 
sounds on i vtn f{tudj?inK 
piUh but Wist Indus at 
Ur losing, (jietnidpt to thi 
St Kind bill of thtii inning's 
stHin btuiii to build up an 
ominous inonurntuni ind 
It was Haynes and Richards 
who saw tht West Indies 
home in comfort 

It bt^ in IS 1 noinnl soit 
of I’oit ot bj. iin di\ llti 
Innidid I \pns'-, i m i 
kadi I htadlintd (k jump 
in 1 likt Gtoth Siont 
land (looch rtid i\tr 
brt ikl it th It hi VI IS < 
Judis ind tht liHlind 
seltitois niist toi It IVlilt, 
out tow ins iiiil 1 iwiimi 
Both nil nitanwhile si>s 
he IS nkmj,, I he Sundit 
Muioi to Iht Fuss toun 
til II thiv stiv hirt much 
lonKii these boys might 
learn to ippncutt ilitt 
Stn ct 

Iht inckit liowtver 
was a little unusiul With 
Gamei Wilsh and Hiiptr 
all placing (ili tht peiky 
bttk ffest has b< en side 
lined) It loot ed more than 
evei like lilliput V Brob D 
ingnag But this was no 
pitih for big men especial 
ly not big fast bowkrs It 
was vtiy slow ilmost 
wholly grasskss and the 
only thing harder than 
bowling quief ly was storing 
quickly 

England put into bat 
neve r seemed to be up with 
a desirable raU AU the 
tone there was a flicker of 
hope that these lomlitions 
would favour West Incto 
batsmen even less but as 
the cream now rather 
soured of Founds bat 


ting came and went that 
grew dimmer 

Gfjoch whose one great 
monit nt of the tout came in 
the first one day gamt 
belt was fust out pulling 
too tigeilv at Marsh ill 
Happily there IS no like in 
the minitv 

(lowt 1 w IS fooled by the 
low bounei I amb who for 
two months his appealed 
to be on the bnnk of a big 
stole Itmtd it I widt 
one 

Kuhinsoti ind Both iin' 
41i It home 111 tht s* londi 
li Ml K ibinsoii settled into 
pin the inchot rok whuh 
Ins filkn iiilo disuse imid 
Ihe luiunt drift lit plavtd 
1 lot ul nudges md chops 
bickwiid ot squire loi 
singles but still only 88 had 
tonu in il oMis when ht 
w IS loiiit d b> Both iin 

Robinson and Bothim' 
Ah that golden Letds 
Saturday long long ago 


Actually 10 months ago 
but you would haidlv be 
bevi it Bothim tame out 
bareheaded (his toinment 
ontht pitth)bul ill hi foim 
IS still hidden beneath 
laveis of doubt ind despiir 
He did at It ist bit within 
the limit itions ol both him 
St If ind the condition He 
stayed foi 14 ovets and 
m ide 29 But tht rc w is not 
in -luthcntK Bothim shot in 
tiR innings md when ht 
did ti \ his tiist big wind up 
he sent the bill sit light to 
Hiiptr It widt kg on 
Bothim ilso minigtd to 
outlast Robinson whose iS 
wis diiigc nt if a little p unful 
to Witch and included me 
nutiigcous pieit ol luik 
he w IS bowled by ^ no ball 
from W ilsh ind rin i bvt 
off tht ncoehet 

little IS expected from 
the latei I ngland hitsnieri 
tilt St days so no tint was 
that disappointed wht n 



David Gow«r In • rara monwnt of flourtoh before 
being 'footed by the low bounce’ 


fnim FM foi five the in 
nings dnbbkd iwav to 165 
for rant as time ran out 
after 47 overs It was 
rather a tepid entertain 
ment for the largest irowd 
tliat his watched England 
ill tour the holiday brought 
in ilniost 25 (X)0 people 
Phis crowd decide UK out 
numbered tte 30 odd de 
iminstrators blanding out 
side ciriving pi leards 
tthoing //le himdtd kx 
view of things Fv 
tivthing stlined |k atefui 
in icle ind outside 

I he We St Indies innings 
siirted disaslrouslv when 
(■retnidge played on to 
1 ostt r with the innings 
oiilv two bills old But tins 
did not start an immc diate 
trend In familiar lishion 
the pitch played differently 
when the We st Indies wt rt 
in Although thtir bitsmen 
also hid trouble with their 
timing Richardson ind 
Haynes begin to t live tt 
fP'tat effect wht neve i the 
opening bowk is length 
strave d whit h lupix ned 
wonyinglv often in the 
opening exchanges 
Fnglind only scored 11 
boundaries all umings had 
seven m their first lO 
overs Having taken the 
decision to meludt the ex 
tra spume i (lower was 
now reluctant to deploy 
anything t xt ept st mi And 
there wis i dangti that 
Richardson would be tkar 
and iway before anyone 
could rein him in 

Iht West Indies duly 
(linehed the ont div senes 
f 1 by eight wickets 
Havnts and Rithaids un 
beaten respttlively on 77 
and 50 took them past the 
En^and total at 16b 2 

romeiy Iht b uda 


All England Badminton 


All England without all 
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Morten i rosi 
Hansen wins 
easily as most oi 
the top players 
stay away from 
this prestigious 
tournament 
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The lidies champion 
Kim Yun J* (Korea) 






S/ V j ivor/r/ 

' * * I Vf * 

DomniM U, who won 
tlif Voiit'x AM Encilaod 
Open men’s sincjles 
titl(‘. III .'iction ihirinq 
1 he final apainst 
Misljun Sicif'l< of 
Mala v'sni 



Sportsworld 

Yonex All England 
Open ladies doubles 
winners Chung Myiing 
Hee and Hwang Hye 









G rand pkix motut 

ratini! IS kuidk thiou^ 
a golden Never Iwfoit 
in die 80 year lu&tor> ol tht 
sport havL then bein such 
powerful cais s<i many 
bnlliant dnvtis so much 
U chnologu il innovation 
and pubiK suppoit I our 
world ihainptoiis ire aitei 
the titk again this \tai and 
the Mciaun team have 
two of them re'igning 
champion Alain Piost from 
hranee and 1082 champion 
Ke ke Kosbe rg frtim 1 in 
land 

Hut theic mav he proh 
Ictus iluad for the 
Mel lien p<tu I he Pois 
«lie de signed engine cannot 
match the power of its iiv 
ai I he e Imsis handle s su 
>e rblv but the cool 
I e lu liman and the e xube i 
ant I inn h ice vc i\ dilteient 
styles and they will want 
then eais adgigted to suit 
their parucdli styles a 
I stiain toi^lPP McLaren 


tesim alter the >iais ot 
ihost and I auda who both 
drove and Ihougtit alike 

Bra/iliaii NcKoii Hiquet 
has taken Ko ' cigs plate 
in the Willnins te mi and he 
IS a veiv liappv man as 
Williams won the last three 
laeesot 198h and the 198h 
eat using the latest Honda 
engine lexiks powerful and 
lehable Alongside Pique t 
will be Britaui s Nige I Man 
sel and the Wiliiams team 
IcMiks StiOIlg 

homier woild ehampion 
the veteran Austtalian Alan 
Jones dncingtoi the Haas 
team is unlikely to be a 
serious eontender tot the 
title lie ind teammate 
Patiiik lainbe will start 
the e ir a the underpo 
we red ind unrtlitible Hart 
engine btloit a new lord 
turbo ehirged unit is 
leady 

hor other possible title 


eontendeis we have to lake 
i look It two other teams 
niiiulv Bi ibhain ind 
lotus Bribhim have ac 
quired the seiviees ot the 
bnlliant young Italian diivt r 
lilt) Dtangehs who w is 
luiuiei up to Prost ni list 
season s eliampionslup 
Howevt'r the new low line 
ear with a BMW < ngine 
dneen through a seven 
speedge it box eould prove 
a ptoblein with its reliabil 
It) lotus hive gone for 
innovation is then Renault 
powt rede us have no valve 
spnngs md their number 
one diiver Avrton benna 
has eoiisistentiv been 
the tistest in testing Sen 
n I did nut make any frie nds 
m (itand Pnx laeing when 
in s much publicised inei 
dent he refused the Biibsh 
dnvei Dciek Warwick as 


his nuinbei iw llowevei 
this has ( tiled the door 
toi S( 11 111 ill Johnny Duiii 
fins who as the sou ol an 
I 1 1 has had men t til in his 
fan shaie ot probUms ol 
bte iking into itie veiy tom 
petitive world ot mol or nt 
mg Watih out foi a few 
surpnsts from the teriari 
team of Mitliele Albert to 
and Sletlan Johansson md 
also Rene Amoux in the 
Ltiget 

Z OLA BUUI) steered 
the t nghsh te am to vie 
ton and a peisunal double 
for heist it when she 
stormed home to win the 
Woild Cross Countrj 
Championship in 
Neuchatel Switzerland 
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Running barefoot in an icy 
gale-lashed Swiss valley, 
Zola led every step of the 
way to beat the best ctoss 
country talent from 40 
countries Miss Budd won 
m a time of 14 minutes 49 6 
seconds at least 100 
metres clear of Amencas 
Lyim Jennings, who was 
second m 15 minutes 7 8 
seconds 

To retain the title she 
gamed so gionously m Lis 
bon last year and she would 
have done even bettei but 
for her stubborn love of 
bare foot ninnmg that saw 
her strugi^ing on the slip 
pery slopes It is fantasic to 
thuik that Zola packs more 
power m her 6 5 stone 
frame than all the girls who 
tower oxer her With su 
perb sell confidence she 
accelerated to the Iront of 
the extremely large held 
right from the start and just 
kept on increasmg her lead 
until the finish I ynn Jen 
nmgs who was left in her 
wake adnutted that the 
strongest girl succeeded 
over this three mile mud 
died military assault 
course 

Zola next runs m the five 
windmills ricc m Milan 
ovei lobblestones and she. 
has promised to run in 
shoes for this one Ihcit 
was a computer shp up in 
determining the fimil plac 
mgs m the womens team 
event when Jane Shields 
was not awarded any 
pomts but on a later re 
count her finishing position 
just edged the En^ish team 
ahead of New Zealand with 
America in third place 
There was no joy foi the 
English men’s team as tliev 
uiidd only fimsh m sixth 
place behind the verv 
strong Kenyans The Kt 
nyans had three runners 
that finished m the first five 
with John Ngugi winnmg 
Uk event after a thiilling 
tussle over the final circuit 
with Ethiopia’s Abebe 
Mekonnon 



Zola Budd steers England to victory 


D FNNIS lA\lf)Kianu nthei of his two frames and of tlu miuli I hoi bum 

thimigh 1 imghtv the scon wis 8 6 when howtvcT lud tlx consola 

stiuggk ijainsi tliff Ihor Ihoiburn nude Lis last tion ol iliiniinj t KKM) for 

buintohdj lidiridtoab •7 appcinnct of the dav tlx hif.lx 1 bi< ik of the 

xiitor> out C uiida III th( The taitii il genius of touiiunxiil with 88 Akx 
bnal of Ibi V\orld Kiin Ihorburn s iw him win a 19 Hikjius jxiyiiig oine stin 

Siiooki I t i| n lioiirix iiiitiuU due on tlx fitul red tillitiij, ix kei won lour 

nxulh Will II lixtii ( K to pimh the 62 miniiU of iht xl me hepliytd 

to tlx I il le f< I thi til f fi line on tin jiiiik Hut ind I net x Huglu s tlx. 

tiiiu tlx < x( ti ims w It Ihoibuin toiikl not miin tliir 1 nu mix t li tlx sr|oid 

linltd oj,ctluf I 6 ti Hut I iin hit impttus iiid i bre ik tixik lutil'nnx oil Kuk 

Bill ^^<Ibumll +iil«d to oll9h\ 1 ayloi saw Ird ind Sltvtii whx h biouglit the 

score single point agai i<-t dux h victory with a 68 12 two team h v I it 6 (> 

Ireland captam lavlor m success m the 16th frame MieMKkiB, London 
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I I long 

( 1 iltnl 
(ii 1 ition IS 

t uni to the 
1 ol world s(x:cer 
Hit for them in 

lO 

ititrt wdsdtime not 
> long ago when It 
t < rned the Hungai lans 
would prove iinwortliy 
Ileus to the heritage of tin 
great Puskas and Coni 
panv Hung 11 \ seemed to 
be on a downhill tup pii 
petuallv Butinasuddtn 
spurt of taknt tin n itioii 
has arrested till dcclint. 
and accorduig to iiiaiiv the 
present side is aiguablv tin 
fittest and c ertainlv tin 1 is 
test the Hunganans luivt 
seen ui recent times 
It has also been de 
sinbed by pundits as more 
pragmatic, coUt'etive tind 
modem tiuii most natiomil 
Sides the* countiy has put 
up 111 the last decade 
h \ e 11 mote impi essivc 
tilt (It 1 man t oac h h ran/ 
Bei ki iib uit i h is cdmitted 
that the pit SI nl Ilungatian 
squad IS tuateit unixttnt 
better than his highh Ini 
ciedtitmiantcani Quitt i 
compliment, isnl it'' 

In tact, Beckenbaut i 
even wometl tin Bia/ili lus 
ol a disastious t xpc*nc'ncL 
whc*n they met the east 
I utopeans in .i World ( up 
w n m up gamt His 
pioplu sies piovul true 
I Ik 1 lung mans proved to 
be gi int killt rs 

lilt auiutecl ol tlut vie 
torv w 1 I aios Datdii the 
ii vt 11 old niidficldei who 
avi rage d .i|;t> il a game lor 
llonvtd I'sll and undetii 
11' be isdettatout 


manoeuvreing his nval de 
fenders It was he who 
scored the first goal for 
Hungary confusing the 
Brazilians with a lob out to 
the right wing and then 
running to lit ad in the re 
turn And It was his razor 
sharp passing tlral often cut 
Brazil (I) pi4*et s Dataii 
would be tht man to watch 
in t lit Hungarian side at 
Mexico 

I he deltal came as a 
shock to the Htazilians Of 
t otirse tht V (ould not 
afford to considti the 
Mungaruns a pushover 
givtn then own poor track 
itioidoniheir waj to 
Ml xiio but the proipcct of 
adtit itbv tht Hungariaiis 
W IS not evt n et the hack of 
thtiriiimd> lire tiehiile 
opened tlicii t yes to the 
rcahtv 

Bta/il IS now sifting 
through their voutic tale nt 
to unearth immc'diatt heu's 
appal f nt to tiu ageing So 
elates haleao Ceic/oand 
i)tht*rs evt n though tlieir 
reluctant coach 'lele banta 
na tgnoit d nationwide cii 
tieisrii to lecall the veterans 
to tli€ World Cup squad 
Santana s confideiitc in 
tliem now seems to have 
been shaken m the face of 
unforeseen tioubles 

And Brazil do have a few 
gifted youngstei s wlio de 
Si rvc a break ui top class 
stKcei Rt member S\d 
ne > the voung teemager of 
S.IO P lulo w ho mesmensed 
Induins during the first su 
IK r sot ter extravaganza^ 
\li)ngwidi sharpshooter 
Mulli 1 tht > eanfuima 
fotmidable combination 
woith rt placuig some of 
the old timers who e an 



hardly do justice to their 
reputation any more Brazil 
would do well to given 
thema thanee 

Perhaps it is Brazil’s 
depth in budding talent 
rt'pte seiited by the likes of 
Svdnev and Muller as well 
IS in t xpeneiK e pi ovidc d 
by the veteran* which 
prompti d many pundits to 
put their mom y on Brazil 
lor all the intransigent 
problems that have been 
plagumg the three tone 
champions ovti the \< ars 
FvenGvorgvMezey the 
man who has built Hung.irv 
into such a splendid unit 
commented 1 here i 
such a gap between styles, 
and so maiiv gieat Brazi 
lians in so main parts of the 
world I would not disagree 
witli making tlieni 
favounti s to win in Mex 
ICO I would give no Enro 
pcanaeliamc in Latin 
Amciiea 

But arc the Latin Amei 
leans themselves as confi 
dent ol the ir t hantes as the 
experts'* Most Brazilian 
old timeisare sceptic 
Pelt, the pnde of Brazil, 
made no secret of his con 
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chib dubes and making 
money In short Brazil was 
enveloped in an atmob 
phere of no hope 
Fht other Latin Amtr 
It in super power Argentin i 
also had problems iplcnt\ 
rht leading Furopean club‘- 
have lured awaj most of 
thtir star players including 
Diego Mai adona then 
wondeiboy AndAigrntini 
didnotiiallv have too 
manj young talents coming 
up In 1 way their coach 
Bilaido dso had to follow 
I tie Santana s method ol 
blending youth with t xpt ii 


ente to sc It ct the squad 
History howt er will 
be on Bi aril s side Iht 
winntis of thrt e World 
Cups they have a reput 1 
tion foi tlieir unpiedutabil 
itv 1 1 ut they could not 
gt t close t nou{^ to the 
Cup m 78 or B-* and m 86 
tht V m IV be an unprepared 
lot compart d to the sides 
that tool pait in previous 
World Cups But the fact 
remains that Braril is sUll 
till best expont nt ol the 
Litin Ament an sotcer 
niigit Mexico nughtjust 
be in for a surpnse 
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The European Challenge 

Keir Radnedge analyses 
Hiirope s primary challengers 
for the Mexico World Cup: the 
stylish French and 
the talented Danes. 






Eiklaer (Itm, a talentsd 
Dww with Tigana a atyl- 
toh Frenchman 
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N o pli\(.r in world football has 
ichu \id ds much as hrtnch skip 
pt r Mu ht I Platini He is 11 h inipion ol 
Furoix d( iKrth club and countiy level 
wi h luventus of Italv and with 
Fume he IS also i Wot Id Club 
champion with Imtntus 
Hut there IS molt to the Fitnch 
nation il tc ini thtn Platini llis niidlit Id 
partmtship with little Alain Girtsst 
Alt 1 C in iMirn Je in I iRan i and Spmish 
boni luis It minder is the most 
dMuniK in inttmilionil football All 
toui nun can mike Roils and tike 
them with equal facilit\ 

I ittic wondti that Fiince tout thin 
Spun in l‘t82 when thev lost unluckih 
m I pen lit! shoot out to West (»et 
niim in the semi funis eomc to the 
J‘)8b Uoild Cup IS one ot the 
fnouiites I'ill ludqment lists not 
onh on their st itus i chimpions of 
Futopc I title t lined in front of their 
own t ms in P ms in 1*^81 but on the u 
st itu in the leteilbill eemimurutv 
\liineiiniin Kohe it (iiieiin w is 
I'u lirst pie lelenl of III A in 1404 
meitlui lunliinin lutes Kmut 
w IS n tiumi nt il in I lunching the 
Wen Id C lip It w is m P iris tern th it the 
dull spell ruwspip,! I I e|Uipe set 
oil the ebiin f t vents whieli eie ited 
the irestiK tliice e noitnoiish sue 
nsstiil I mope m club e oniix titmns 
I in ni )sl of this einturv the 
i II neh hive Ixcn foothills (hinkeis 
inci iimo\ itoi 1 ithei thin the piactie 
j| I hieveis out m the pitch In I4'i8 
in Sweekn the nitionil te iin did 
lehievi llmel pi i t m the World Lup 
with 11 I 1 ( nt line se ttiiiR m ill lime 
hn ils s I iiiiR iiecnd ot If Roils But 
this mil the hoist lint liamt were 
imoiu till Idui I ijiope m rntions who 
he IjK d 1 1 me h the World t. uji in 14 ft) 
see me I e r\ little eompired with the 
re lords it I i i/il nr Itilv or West 
(icrni mv 

I vtn in the re Ims ol inteinitionil 
e lull nil iix tit II in Irineehive offered 
little Reims reached the Chip pions 
Cup fmal in 195b and 1454 oiiiy *^o 
lost to Spjin s Re il Ni idnd on both 
iKc isions ind ro binkiupt i few 
vears latii In the mid ]47<)s Reims 
soil itual sui e e ssor s S iinl 11 u nne 
also re ach'd i Chimpions < uji finil 
only to lost I 0 to West (lemnnys 
Brytrn Miinieli 

lire nitronil li iin then mule little 
uniiression m the World t up Fi ince 
laik d to qu ilift in l%2 in 1470 and in 
1471 and were fust round faihirts 
when they did scrape ihrouRh in 14(ib 
and 1478 But 1478 ut ArRcntina 


Denmark’s Laudruplooka a 
dangerous striker 

piovided the tirst siRn^ of [Mite ntnl 
Fi tnee wcie nut di priced hv ul\ 
eliminitioii liter heinp dropped inte a 
Rtentp will h ilso m luded h t 
XiRciitina I il md llnnc.n\ Mmi 
Ml Mu hie I IIkIiIm w is st irlmj. to 
pull leiRtthei sonic tiknted p lyeis 
Mietul Platim vi th best B it In 
squ id o! •" in ludi el me n sn k m 
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P III Ilk Biltiston MiMint Bos i 
Bern lid I deonibc Dominiqm 
Rexheteau and Didxr Six who we tikl 
form an intepnl put ol the lien h 
stene o\ti the next yens 

In 148^ in Spun France rtcovciiel 
horn the shenk of conceding i pi 1 
liter just 2 1 second■> ol their In t 
Rime against rnplind to reach the 
semi tinals Hurt they met West 
(reiminv Insuip evintuilK on i 
pe nalty shootout iftc r one of the most 
diamatie inttcliis in World Cup his 
tor\ 

1 lied the y lost to Poland in tlx 
thud place pliv oil But tlicir rbrlity 
vas lien lor ill to see As Hn/ils 
maniRcr Itlc Sinlini slid 1 nriic 
are the mo t skillul te am in 1 mope 
the most Bn/iliin ol the Fiitoixan 
side s 

I ranee were olniotis fiMiiinlis to 
beeoinc chimpions ul Fiiiopc when 
they st iRcd tin funis in 14S1 But not 
only did the \ win he itiiij spun 2 0 
in Ihc [mil Ihcy did so with vine 
ind stile 

MmiRii HidilRo ictiicd in tnour 
of his issist int onetime mu i national 
niidlielrici Hetut Mnlul but Uw 
ihinges hue been inidt Pextry 
wiituiR lex I Bits IS one of the best 
Flinch Roilkteptrs since tlx wu 
Bossis md Bittiston letiible ttnii il 
delcndtis indMinue! Nmoios out of 
the he st fulih le ks itoimel the miillie Id 
quiitel s[u ik foi Ihtniselvis which 
kivesonlv the ittiiki ui e mini 
per Mil 11 II I mv hi id he 

But then when nut lie in liuks 
III iiiielliilel some one U h is llitini 
seoiei of 1 ree iid 4 n ils m li{ 
inte inition ils vie needs i lot mil 

niuk 

T ill extiaordinirv lilenis ot stars 
such IS Je s)x I Ol c n Pitlu ii I Ik 
jtier md Mii liae 11 lueliup hue le vil li 
ised Iknmatk 

F or m rnv ve u s tin st ji prexitii t d 
and sold into extk h\ Ikiuniik could 
not raise much entliusiism lot interna 
tional fcKithall those pliyers sue 
eessful in It dv Frinie Belgium 
West fiernnnv I loll ind met Spam 
did not ippreeiitc Ixinj summoned 
home for the privilege ol hemp drap 
ped down to defeat b\ hemie based 
pliyeis ol ink not qualili 

I hen IS witli Hollantl in the 1970s 
along eaiiu in extraorduiary peneia 
tion of players and i manaper m 
former West fiennan full back Sepp 
Pionte k expe mneed enough to make 
the most of It 



European Championship weic in 
deed outstanding One of their most 
notable pt rformances was their 1-0 
victory over Lngland at Wembley 
Simonstn who scored the goal 
through a (icnaltv broke his leg in the 
opening match of the finals against 
hosts } ranct in Pans But tiie Danes 
rolled on undeterred to reach the 
senu finals where they ultimatelv fell 
in a penalt> shoot out to Spam 

Now having stormed through their 
World Cup quihfving group thev are 
in the finals for the first time in them 
historv 

Along th( wav they wtrt involved 
in perhaps the finest match ot Uk 
qualifving campiign wlitn thev beat 
the Soviet Union 4 2 in (.openliagtn 
lastjun Paul Wolfisbtrg thcinnina 
ger of group rivals Switreiland and 
who was in the crowd siid latci 
football t innot be placed bctUi than 
that 1 am glad mv team wcu not out 
there today 

Many considei tliat Deninaik au 
Luiopt s best bet to win the Woild 
Cup but much will depend on whelhci 
thev can make llitii haid woikmg 
all action tai tic s work in the iinl ivour 
able Mexico conditions 

Also it mu t be said tint the Dines 
au not exKtly qiring chickens' 

Pionltk his bull' Ins team almost 
exclusively around Dcnnniks oilts 
and sevrril of them hive been iiourid 
quite a long time Ihcii <ii year old 
swtcpci Morten Dlstn lioni Bdi-im 
club Andericcht fellow dclcndti Iv. i 
Nielsen fiom 1 evenomcl ol Hollind 
and midfielder fiank Aiiuscn iicni 
PSV fincihoven have ill IIhcn 
eaiher pace 

Om man though «'« setm'- lo 
have lilt kgs I »i llic job is Bayein 
Munich s niicllKId diiving lout Soun 
Itiliy I he amt can bt said ol 
Itdlijii b ISC d sinkers Llkjat 1 (Veion ) 
and I ludrup (Juvcnlus) 

1 ludi up and Llkjac r share d the lout 
goils which beat Iht Soviets m that 
niemorabU game list veai Laudrup 
m particular has inipioved by leaps 
and bounds since re turning to Juven 
tus last summei aftei two unsettkd 
years on loan to ensis hit Rome dub 
Lano 

Last Detembci Laudrup played a 
key role as juventus became World 
Club Champions Despite all the 
ptaise of Denmark it appears to be 
stretching the imagination lo beheve 
ht will shortly become a world cham 
pion at national team level as well 

The author isllwAssoclaierdKorol World Soccer 









Iron Man Randhawa 

Sarda Plywood Invitational Golf 








G olfs your game? Then you'll 
recall—with a shiver up your 
spine—tile Bad Times o(a decade ago, 
when neither the competition nor the 
pri^ money were comparable to ex¬ 
isting levels. With the advent of spon¬ 
sors, the sport received the transfu¬ 
sion it so badly needed and prospects 
on the Indian circuit today could well 
be mistaken for prominent si^posts 
on the ganie’.s financial highway. The 
more fortunate beneficiaries have 
been the caddies, long denied the 
status they deserve. 

It was fitting, then, that the 19^ 
86 Indian circuit should conclude with 
a newly-introduced event, the Sarda 
Plywood Invitational Masters. Wot by 
Bunty Kandhawa of the Royal Calcutta 
Golf Club, the tournament carried a 
total purse of Rs 1,00,000 that gave it 
the enviable stature of the richest 
event on the domestic circuit. The 
Sarda Plywood event will be held 
every alternate year at Calcutta's 
Toltygunge Club and will serve as a 
warmup for the Indian Open, hosted 
by the RCGC every second year. 

There were 35 invitees in this 
tournament. Five amateurs and thirty 
professionals were chosen to partici¬ 
pate, on the basis of their perform¬ 
ances over the 1984-85 season. This 
yardstick ensured that the level of 
competition would be consistently 
fierce while there were other added 
incentives. Even the pro who came 





Pilling, out of the running, has a pat on the shoulder for Bunty Randhawe 


last was guaranteed a minimum cash 
incentive of Rs 1000, while a silver 
trophy was reserved for the best 
amateur. 

The Masters was a genuine test of 
nerves for the participants, playing 
under a scorching sun on a hard 
course, with the greens playing true. 
'I'here was a dearth of sub-par cards, 
however, the best of which was a 
one-under par 70 by Randhawa who 
hit his irons well, while others chose 
to play regulation golf. The scorecards 
were close enouf^ till the third round 
to guarantee an exciting finish, but it 
was still impossible at that stage to 
predict the winner. 

As we talked with Mr P.D. Chitlan- 
gia, the promoter of the event, Basad 
All of the RCGC led the field by a 
single shot in the third round, but it 


seemed only a matter of time before 
Chinni overtook him. This he did in 
due course, despite a drive shot on 
the sixteenth which rebounded off a 
tree trunk and then rolled towards a 
drinks shed. Having shrugged off this 
mishap, he made a fine recovery with 
a subsequent bogey. The sixteenth 
hole, having frustrated Keroze into 
breaking his putter in disgust in the 
third round, nevertheless saw Chinni 
maintaining his composure, forging 
ahead of Basad All and Bunty Randha¬ 
wa, while amateurs Rajiv Mohta and 
Kanwalinder Singli hovered danger¬ 
ously, a solitary' stroke behind. 

Rohtas Singli and Phil Pilling were 
both out of the running by this stage. 
Despite an impressive start, both- 
suffered an erosion of confidence be¬ 
cause of their lack of form, allied with 
the threatening rhythm of the other 


With the empty tank on the 14th In the foreground, the Sunday crowd treks behind the last fiery 
threesome of Baaed All, Chinni and Bunty Randhawa 
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Rohtas Singh takes a break on the 18th tee 
In the third round 
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Based All 'roughing' It out on the 
17th hole, where nis title hopes 
ended In despair 

challengers Filling confessed. "Tht ri 
was nothing wrong with the 
approaches or the greens 1 can’t even 
bl^e the storching sun It's just 
that 1 played badly ’ His figures were 
proof of his disgust, at the end of the 
fourth lound he was twelve strokes ui 
excess of the par 280 

On the afternoon of Sunday, 30 
March, there was plenty at stake for 
23-year old Randhawa who turned 
professional after the 1982 National 
Golf t hampionship and whose only 
success on the professional turcuit 
was the bhei e Kashimu crown At 
Calcutta, he was undei pressure be¬ 
cause Basad Ah notched up an eagle 
on the tenth hole of the final round 
following It up with a birdie on the 
subsequent hole But the magic was 
shortly to desert Ah’s golf, while 
Chinni WHS no longer able to find the 
groove he had revelled in the previous 
day 

Randhawa unperturbed by the ten 
Sion, biought in a one over par card, 
havmg played with the sort of lalm 
confident e so charactenstic ol a big 
wmner Ignore the fact that he three 
putted the third and fifth and he hadn’t 
played too badlv But he w'as ri ally m 
sight of victory after the sixteenth, 
where t hinni failed to make amends 
foi a drive that ncocheled off a tree on 
the sixteenth Iht thallengi of Basad 
All meanwhile ended when his 
second shot on the seventeenth went 
onto the rough l^ith a five ovei at 
285, tht titk and Rs 16 660 was 
Randhawa’s 

Among the amateurs the struggle 
centred around the efforts of Rajiv 
Mohta and Kanwaluidti I he latter, 
son ol Chandigarh pro Siinran Singh 
played well for a par card on the final 
afiernc«>n lie diovc well but missed 
foul birdies and conceded the It'ad by 
a stroke on the seventeenth Mohta, 
who had alrcMdv missed a cO|*oR' of 
four foot putts liad stdi not sh iggcd 
ofl the problem at the final hole 
Kanwalinder lying for a three on the 
same distance putted confidently to 
seal the issue 

1 he Sarda Plywood Masters, insti 
tutecl with the sole purjiose of en¬ 
couraging the sport and the men who 
level in It could only be termed a 
resounchng success at the conclusion 
ol the inaugural tournament 
ShMmA Swvar, CMeutt* 
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A s tht MKcer sLdson 
reathts its funl stiRts 
the almost intvitibk fcinie 
of manaK^ n il and supi i st n 
musKal ihairs hi hiLi)" 
Manchisttr I m(<d \li) 

had bill) 1 \ ) ut 

rumour ) mi Miik 
Hujjhts II II I tint 
Iona f( 1 I I (J mil 
lion I 1 1 \nlt(w was 
uiitiilK 11 I It lumtnt 

to M li KiKuson 

fin 111 t It d Iht ntws 

till I II Uilsh intsnia 
til II 1 \ inditd It ivmj; 

f< I I lu'tlu r liinncial pas 
I ji t Sp iin Hughos still 
iiKiL vtdi old will 
hi 1 (lilt I million lilt* bv the 
Hint lit sits his (ontratl 
tl rough 

Ih joins inothti iinton 
tht Stotlish inteiii itionil 
Sitvt \rihibild who l<ft 
lotltnliim Hotspur for 
Halt (Ion I ind his bios 
somtd undii Iirrv Vtn 
abks Lvptit L\i It was 
At (liih lid s m igit ht id 
whith spuit/td lh( hill 
thiough Iht nuiowtsl of 
margui ml Uu Iuvtutus 
ntt ui tht sctoiul Itg 1 IK 
pcan Cup aw i\ tit in It il> 
And although tht iiuonijii 
rable Mulitl Hlitini tht 
1 11 nch mat stro t qii ilised 
foi Uivtntus with a goal of 
aitistit pt I It t turn tht store 
at lilt tnd (jl I spltndid 
tattiL il bitilt It id Bant 
loni 1 luvtntus 1 Whith 
mi lilt thil as Biittluni 
hid won tht fust Itg 1 ml at 
Ik nit tht v h id movt d into 
tht nt\t lound 

Itin Vtniblt 1 long tht 
to 1st of HiKiioiii (ht hid 
gtiidt d lilt III to tht Spinish 
it ijiit tliiinpionship list 
\t 11 otti IIV ils Kt il Mad 
lid) w IS now tht t ilk of 
But nil iiid I III opt 

\ t iiabit s w h( in his timt 
Il id pi IV t d tot L ht 1 st 1 
liltenhini II >t spin ind 
t i^t il 1* il u t inu 
ipiK. (ltd on I niiinlKi ol 
til. ision in 1 ngitsh u ition 
il iloiirs btloit in iniuiv 
bro gilt his I utti to a 
t lost 11 IS (font t \i t lit ntiv 
1 11 miM) lit did git at 
thin> It tivstil I’llitt 


Vying for Venables 



VenabiM the 40 year old manager with ttie Midaa touch 







foUowiHK up with another 
bucoesbful stmt with 
Queens Parit Rangers who 
became contendeis tor En 
gbsh footballs major hon 
ours 

Still barel> 40 his name 
hadnt crossed tht water 
When Barcelona offered 
him Its vacant minagenal 
position m succession to 
the great Cesar Menolli of 
Argentina people in Spam 
blirdced in amazement and 
a4ked Itrry who’ Ihe 
wittv and likeable cockney 
has since made himself a 
Spanish household term for 
success 111 object of adoia 
tion in the U isquc country 
j whence Barcelona arc 

II based ind of ndnuration 

H furtlici itield 

& Surideiil\ tluic wis tdk 
^ ot gt tting Vf n ibk s hick to 
I iiid i ic li id cIimlM d to 
tlic stir in Spun icuuld 
not the pios|x cl o( doing so 
again on his niticc soil be 
even s \» c uI ■’ Who 
^ knows similar success 

here niiglit Inmg him the 
ultiiiHtc prize ol tlK. hn 
ghsli nicmigcisliip foi Bob 
bv Robson the rurrent in 
< uinlient is hardly growing 
younger So the rumours 
fle w thick and last A num 
ber of the supticliib*' were 
ending the seison on i 
fan l\ disappointing note 
lottenfum foi cximplt 
with such m ibundincc of 
talent ind simplv nothing to 
show foi it at the c nd of the 
day Or Mmehester I In 
ited whose hopes of the 
League title lecede dis 
appointinglj having 
already been eliminated 
from the League and I A 
Cups Arsenal are in a lom 
parable situation ihey all 
have traditiin money and 
wonderful players They 
thrive on success and abo 
ininate failure f hey seek a 
man with the Midas touch 
Do they in othei words 
want Terry Venables’ 
Well Arsenal certainly do 
They made their intentions 
clear prompting their cur 
rent manager Don Howe to 
request his release from 


ummsimmrrER ntta 
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the itniaindcr of his con 
tract which had mother 
three months to run 
/^enal had just ic gisteied 
a 1 nil victory over Coven 


tiy their fourth in succes 
sion ind are outside is tor 
the League title The 
Arsenal Board are m some 
thing ot a flap and the saga 


is far from ended 

Howe IS the fourth f ii t 
Division manager to quit 
Ihe others arc Jick Chail 
ton (Newcastle) 1 ihnnv 
(riles (West Brom) and Ron 
Saundeis (Kiiniingh ini) 
The resignation of Brian 
Kidd once i Minchester 
United and Citv stir is 
mmager ol hourlh Division 
Preston bungs this sti 
sons total of manigtrial 
dcpirtuie (o 21 

So much lor off the field 
drum Now foi the events 
on It I verton the hriglish 
hirst Division Ic ideis suf 
fried the ir hi st detc it sine c 
Dciembci when the v went 
down 1 ’ u Liilcii whom 
lhc\ l)( It 111 Dr 1 a Lup 
quirtcrfinil 1 ml 11 wis 
sw( c 1 1 e v« ngc for the mid 
hnclers tor whom the ii c ip 
tun Steve hostci p»i 
li lined ihitc niiiiclcs 
hirst he put through Ins 
own goil to give Ivtrloii 
the It id 1 en ininuU s from 
tuiic he he idc d home Ric kv 
fhll s fu c kid [M w t rfuHv 
past the diving Ntvillc 
south ill in the Ivcitm 
goil hive minutes I ltd he 
repeated tli* close thi 
time with I l( wti lu nlci 
and 1 uton hid i niu b ic k 
from lx hind to t il t the 
ni Itch 

Me inw hilc 1 1 \ c rpoof 
pl i\iiig It ()\f IId t 111 h s IV 
igcd Ihtii hosts with b 
goils which mipht hive 
doubled but loi the mciciful 
intci vent ion of cro sbir 
and side post Puhips a 
benign Piovidciicc hid put 
them the re fir tod so the 
scnptuu tel! u is com 
pissiunit Hewever Ik 
IS ilsi |ust ind foi the 
inventive skill ol Mcsseis 
Dilglish K isl I iwrtn 
son Whelm inci Molhv 
the scon line wisctninenl 
Iv fur 

Ihe top plucs in the 
I It -it Division n id as iol 
lows Ivcitcn irid liver 
piHil au )ouit It idcrs with 
bb points t K h Ironi 1 f ind 
J4 glints icspectively 



Archibald pura Scottish magic 
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A need for Clemence 


Everton striker Graeme Sharp is adamant that 
Ray Clemence should go to Mexico as Shilton’s deputy 


R AV l,l,r.MKNCE should be on tfie 
pLim- ii, Mexico this summer as 
cover )'■! IVier Shilton. 

] Kii'iu kay told England manager 
Bohlr. Kdbson a couple of years ago 
thaf fie didn’t want to play second 
llddie tu Shilton anymore and volun- 
t, [i)v withdrew from the England 
r,n>iie. With the World Cup looming, 
tidwever, I am sure that Ray would 
I love to be involved again. I feel that 
either he or Robson should swallow 
their pride, that any differences 
should be forgotten and that the door 
should be re-opened for Clemence. 

1 can understand why he opted out. 
Nobody likes to play second fiddle, but 
with the World Cup at stake Enj^d 
need their strongest possible squad 
and that means Clemence should be 
included. 

Dino Zoff, Peter Shilton and Pat 
Jennings have ail proved that great 
goalkeepers, like great wine, improve 
with age. Clemence is no different. 
Experience is so important for a 
goalkeeper, perhaps more so than any 
other position. Positional sense, 
knowing when to go for a cross, when 
to come of the line, how to narrow the 
angle as a player shapes to shoot...all 
these qualities can only be perfected 
by the accumulation of knowledge 
gained from game after game, year 
alter year. 

The ability to stay calm under 
pressure is vital too. One of the 
goalkeeper's most important roles is 
to organise his defence and when the 
going gets rough, only those with a 
level head can do so successfully. 
Clemence knows all about pressure 
games—he’s teen playing in them for 
nearly twenty years with Liverpool 
and Tottenliam in this country and 
Europe, as well as liaving played in 61 
internationals. 

Tliat is the kind of experienced 
cover England should have. I don't 
suppose Peter Bonetti would thank 
me for bringing up England’s exit from 
the 1970 World Cup at the hands of 
West Geiglt^y, after Gordon Banks 
; lu<d had t<^^idraw at the last minute 
I b!.tau 5 ||,d^stomach bug. Peter had 








only played six England games and, 
despite being one of the best goal¬ 
keepers of his day, lost his conywsure 
a little as the West (iennans stormed 
back to win the game 3-2 after being 
2 - 0 . 

It is just possible that Shilton might 
have to pull out, and it would be 
hdicubus that England might softer 
while a man who could walk into his 
shoes without batting an eyelid was 
sitting at home. 

Not that I don’t rate those goal¬ 
keepers who seem the most likely to 
go to Mexico along with Shilton, 
Norwich’s Chris Woods and Manche.s- 
ter United’s Gary Bailey. But there 
remains the question, with both hav¬ 
ing such limited international experi¬ 
ence, whether they would be able to 
lake over from Shilton m an 
emergency. 

k Gary Bailey didn’t do himself any 
Btfavoiirs when he made his England 
^pebul against Eire last season. He 
a mistake, which allowed Liarn 
■ ^rady to score, showing that the step 
from club to International football is 
,^ist as hard for goalkeepc'rs as outfield 
;|^layers. 

Losing his place to Chris Turner in 
the United team is not going to do litm 
any g(KK! either. Indeed, by that 
token. 1 think '1‘urner should come 
into consideration for selection. Tur- 

r r 'nei is a very good goalkeeper and given 
a platform at United he may possibly 
have a chance. Against t^t, it he 
were to go he would almost certainly 
do so untried, which would be a 
gamble. 

If Cit'inence does not get back. I 
think WixkIs is Shilton's best deputy, 
fie has already had a taste ol Interna¬ 
tional football, playing one full game 
and twice as a substitute, and for "10 
is tile man who will eventually aucceed 
Shilton. He is so commanding and in 
one respect is even better Ilian Shil¬ 
ton. Ho is marvellous at anticipating 
crosses and if he decides to go for 
one. comes off his line and latches 
with great conviction, something 
which is perhaps a .slight chink in 
Shilton’s otheiwise flawless armour. 
The only doubt against him is that, 
having played a season in the Second 
^ Division for Norwich, he might not be 
as sharp at the top level as he would 
like to be. 

Aston Villa’s Nigel Spink is a name 
that seems to have been. forgotten 
but, like Woods, he is a dominant sort 
of goalkeeper-—and defenders like to 



Southall: the best keeper In Britain? 


have a confident figure behind them. tenders, 

When Gary' Lineker arrived at Ever- There is certainly no shortage of 
ton he brouglit high praise of his choice for Robson, but if he wants the 

former team-mate at l,eicester, Ian best of the bunch then he should 

Andrews. Having played against him plump for Clemcnce. 

this season 1 have to agree, but at 21 The one goalkeeper 1 really feel 
lie is too young for consideration this sorry’ for is my teammate Neville 

time round. However. I’m sure he will Southall. 1 think he is Britain’s number 

be vying with Woods for the place in one, ... better even than Shilton, but 

future years. the failure of the Welsh to qualify for 

Sheffield Wednesday’s Martin Mexico means that he will be denied 

Hodge is another name being touted the chance of showing off his skills on 

around at the moment. He was ai the world stage. 

Everton when I lame down from And il you Uiink it is a bit ironic for a 
Dumbarton five years ago, and 1 found Scotsman to be talking abtiut the 

him to be a very dedicated footbaUer. strengths of goalkeepers, we now 

He had to suffer ^e disappointment of have a genuine world class ’ket^r in 

not making it at (huidison, but showed Aberdeen's Jmi Leighton.,. whose 

the nght sort of attitude and ms performances in our World Cup games 

performances for V'ednesday this sea- in Iceland and Australia were a major 

son, particularly ui their recent FA factor in our qualification. I think he 

Cup lie against Derby, confirm that he has broutd^t to an end the jokes about 

ranks aknigside the best ot the con- Scottish goalkeepers. 


Nk^ National 
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I CAME 3cro<?s two bla 
tdntly misieddinF ami 
mischievous artu li >• in the 
February issut ol I lit 
Cncketet < diu cl l>\ C hii i 
opherMaitin |(!ikiii 
Se\«u ti iiK lu 
passtcl ijs It tJ ipilfn 
iashiiii; dill t itu \us(rilian 
umpiif < f dif )i (om 
mt III 11 I 1 idian 
unij liivi in tin past 
bt*« til* bitnofunpro 
(I irilKi m this pub 
li K 1 spitsseclopiiuondf 
I I 'Ik III lUh that Austra 
II miipiicsin the worst 
ritlu world was itast of 
tin inil calling*hi kettle 
blaik 

1 0 c ntu ist an V t aptam 
for denouncing die umpires 
IS fair enough But whv 
complain about India and 
Australia in these tc ams'* 
More uniust is the remark 
about captains allowing 
players to lx comt uniulv 
on the field A long list of 
emng captyains who hact 
pennitti d this to happe n is 
given but not urn I iighsh 
captain figures in it 
Probibi\ lilt h (lit or 
would want us to lx lie ve 
that r nglish plavtrs are 
models of gixid behaviour I 
wouldn’t like to c dialogue 
meidents to the contiary 
Would want to know 
however whether Christ 
opher Mattin lenktns has 
In aid of some one calk'd 
laii Botium 

Iht other pecc of wnt 
mg is more shoe king 
I layton (>oodwm has dub 
bed the absence of whites 
in the West Indies team as 
Apartheid m Revei se 
I He writes South Afri 
I c 1 the argument g(x s 
I should not be ostracised for 
' practising race segregation 
when It IS almost certaui 
that no white man will be 
pick( d to pUv for the West 
1 Indit s For man\ ol us can t 
recall the last tune that a 
I ♦hitociickt ten epic 
stilted tilt ii'gion regularly 
I ai d ve t thev were plenty 

f )ugh m former years 
I re seems to be a policy 
ipartheid m reverse, 

L __ 


I Capital 

I double standards which are 
I not acceptable to a fau 
mmded observer 
The above argument 
overlooks one basic fact 
Team selection ip the West 
Indies, unlike South Africa 
IS not determmed by the 
colour of tht player s skin 
Black white blue yellow 
or any other shade, it is tht 
best eleven chosen on 
cricket ability alone that 
plav« 

I HE Wills 1 ropi w is en 

thususticalb Tt )i\ed the 
cricket was keen ind the 
aowd r< -.ponsc . lo^t en 
couiaging I he [)(Hit Bom 
bay find Wa'- w itcht d bv a 
throng bigger than what 
has bwn seen at the Kotla 
for a very long turn 
Unfortunately IVand 
AIK blackt d out the touma 
ment not war ling to 
assoridit t e inselvfs with 
atobaicu omiianv Not 
one ginnp of the proceed 
mgs w i‘ t».lt*» ist not t ven 
mthe Worlt^of Spdts 
Lainentc lone tAisixr 
ated touir ament oflici i) 

‘ I he Benson and He dgc s 
and Rothmans t. up wc r( 
apparcntly covtied in pub 


Notes 


hemterest With us they 
just refused to play ball 
We told them to covei 
the game without mention 
mg our name 1 his too was 
turned down At this 
stage lertauily all hopes 
went up in smoke 

f 1C has reasons to be 
p( t ved because it spends 8 
to 10 lakhs on the touma 
ment every year In return 
the V get no money 1 h< 
understanding ivith the 
t ni ket Board is that the 
taging association makes 
ground irrangements IFC 
looks after all else I he 
< tagmg associations puck 
etgafe money plusie 
venue from advt i tismg 
ITC gets only goodwill and 
pubhcitv 

Is this sufficient return 
I onsidc ring the t nonnous 
c xpense’ Explamed 
Udayan 1 al Blanch Mana 
g( r 11 ( 1 >e Hu t. Ill t say 
fill sure Muketmg pundits 
c 1 urn of all adv triise 

m« at nioncV i w t II spe nl 

Advcitiscnicntipirt 
IK h IS the noble niU iition 
of be nehting c rickel Said 
UdaV in W c h ive a long 
ti edition of promoting 


Kapil Dev Crucified by The Cricketer 



sport fhe iinuted-overs 
trophy was m fact started 
to popularise this kmd of 
cncket m India m 1978 
Before that we've been 
sponsonngpolo, hockey, 
golf Even kite flymg " 

SAIL too have ventured 
mto cncket sponsorship 
1 hey began this year by 
hostmg an exceUent cncket 
tournament Ilie teams 
were pnmanly from North 
Zone W the matches 
mercifully were played 
over three days on the 
Kanji oattem 

According to Bishen 
Bedi the force behmd the 
project there were two 
reasons which moved 
them Une North Zone 
has no decent tournament 
tike the Buchi Babu limes 
Shield Momuddowlah 
Scmdia Cup or the Arlem 
Trophy Two existing 
tournaments are limitc d 
overs ones We wanted 
players not to forget the 
nuanc t s of longer games 

Like Wills SAll gels 
only publicity and gu^will 
ui letums tor its Rs 2 lakh 
expt nse But so kicked arc 
they about the rcbpoiibc to 
the toumament that plans 
to enlarge its scotie next 
yt ar arc alrt ady atoot 

T he Scindia C up of t iW rf 
Uor nu mwluk i ontinuc s 
togrowinsticngth The 
toumamc nt is usual I 

attracted all top tetuns and 
dl top playt rs this year 
The entire Indian team 
fresh (or stale) from Au 
stralia was there Including | 
Gavaskar who had stayed 
away from Wills and Ranji 

The generous prize 
money—winners get 
40 000 plus sundry gifts— 

IS considerable stimulant 
for the players Otherwise 
too the Gwalior touma 
ment is extremely popular 
with everyone Thehospi- 
t^ty IS lavish and tte 
arrangements matcldess 
Matches are extensively 
covered by the Press, 

AIR andTV 
Amrlt MWtar 


C ricketers they say 

have always enjoyed 
pnde of place in India, but 
at present they appear to 
have come into their own 
on the Calcutta Race 
Course Horses named af¬ 
ter top Indian players have 
stolen the limelight this 
season what with a colt 
named Chetan winning the 
Champagne Stakes and 
another named A/har win 
ning the Grand Annual 
handicap The way things 
are going cncketing names 
are very much in vogue and 
(Mie waits to see just how 
long It will take before the 
entire Indian cricket team 
appears on a racetiack In 
fact all one needs now aie a 
couple of international 


Azharmns 

intefomi 


names and presto vou tan 
have a world senes of the 
Equine breed 
On Monday 24th Marth 
the top juveniles m Calcutta 
Imed up to face the starter 
for one of the three most 
important races of the sea 
son confined to them 
namely 7 he Grand Annual 
Handicap Run over a dis 
tance of a mile, the rate 
had attratted eight colls 
and three fillies and it 


looked wide ojaen from the 
betting The favourite 
Azhar for instance was 
freely available at 11 to 4 
which gives you an indica 
tion as to what the book 
makers thou^it about the 
race The joint second 
favountes were Break the 
Law, And] ex and Ivanoe 
all at fours Very close in 
demand after them tame 
Raindancer and Street Wal 
kei along with Splash at 


fives In other woids seven 
of the eleven runners 
were m the fray and thi 
run of the race showed just 
how correct a pictuic tlu 
bettmg presented with a 
meie length and three 
quarters separating fi\e of 
them at the fitush 
The excitement was 
very much there as loading 
operations commented and 
it resulted in a false start, 
as Across the River tned to 
take on the gates before 
they opened and broke out 
In a chain reaction the 
other gates also opened 
and the field jumped out 
very scrappilv indeed onlv 
to be called back by the 
starter who was quick to 
rcabse wliat had happened 


Gumaan leads the field, with Azhar a well placed second and the rest all bunched together 



Brilliantly ridden by Nicky Bird, Azhar finiahes a neck ahead of Street Walker (Gowll up) 
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The horse to watch Azhar winner of the Grand Annual Handicap run 
over a mile at the Calcutta Race course 


In the bdTKdtn Pinto drop 
ped his nder dnd bolted and 
Ethical with Janies Reuben 
astride wrnt careenng al 
ter him Nothing Reuben 
could do could stop thi colt 
and he happilly finished ihr 
course on his own despite 
the fact that he knew that it 
had been a false start As a 
result he was permitted to 
be withdrawn as was Pinto 
who had hurt lumself after 
his bttle jaunt not to men 
tion lus nder who was also 
bruised and shaken up 
1 h( remaining nini 
horses wert reshilkd and 
finaUv the Grand Annual 
was ftnaliv unde r wa\ I ht 
lotallv unfancied Gumaan 
was the first to show out in 
thi initial stages hotly 
chised by A/har Andrex 
and Buak the Law luck 
ed in behind them was the 
top wci(dded Ivanoe along 
with Street Walker Then 
there was a gap of a few 
lengtjhs followed bv Splash 


and Across the Riser 
1 he ordei remained 
somewhat unchanged with 
the exception of Andrex 
who appeared to lose pact 
at ont stigc and dropped a 
little behind the front run 
nirs while in the rear 
Splash was msking sonu 
headwa\ and Atross tht 
River was finding it difficult 
to bridge the gap 
Turning for home Azhar 
ranged alongside Gumaan 
to essay lus challenge hut 
things wtie really hotting 
up lust behind him Break 
the Law Ivanoe and 
Andrex were still ven 
much in the tunning and on 
the outside eamc Street 
Walker with a deiastaung 
run It was anybody s ratt 
at that juncture and all the 
five were in a line at that 
stage with A/har having a 
very slight edge Also in 
tJie reckoning was tht rank 
outsider Gumaan who after 
having made all the runnuig 


ceitainly did not chuck m 
the towel immedialtlv He 
came on with s second run 
along the rails but the effoit 
of setting the pace from the 
word go was too much for 
him and he eventually had 
to letire from the ftay 
Two hundred metres 
ftom home and there w is a 
wall of horses lighting for 
the lead In the eentu was 
Azhar with jockey Niikv 
Bird nding like i m in pus 
stssed On his inside i little 
tramped tor room was 
Andicx with Robin Comer 
trying to force a passage 
On the outside ol Azhar 
wss the topweighted Iva 
noe with Jagdish giving his 
all On his outside was 
Break the Law with Naresh 
Lngineer but the My Spar 
row colt was showing signs 
of distress On the even 
wider outside was Street 
Walker wth Robert Gowh 
getting the clearest of runs 
and moving resolutely for 


ward If anyone could have 
nominated the winner from 
amongst that lot he should 
have been awarded a med 
al because it looked like it 
could have been anybody's ; 
race mside the distance 
In Ute final 100 metres 
the final outcome of the 
race eventually became a 
little dearer Ivanone who 
was conceedmg weight ak 
around found the welter 
weight of b2kg a stopper 
and he began to shorten lus 
stride Break the Law was 
the next to exit from the 
fray Gumaan ton had re 
tired and now it Icxiked a 
straight fight between 
Azhar Andrex and the filly 
Street Walker Eventually ' 

even Andrex had to drop j 

out and it was straight fijdtt 
between Azhar and Street | 

Walker In s ding dong 
battle A/har managed to 
keep his elegant mck in 
front thanks to a real ' 

powerhouse finish on the { 

part of Nicky Bird Gowli j 

on Street Walkti pulled out | 

all stops but he obviously I 

found the grtv too hard a 
nut to cr ick At the wire a 
neck separated them from 
each other A mere length 
and three quarters awsy 
weu Andrex Ivanoe and 
Break the 1 iw fuiishini 
together just a mck and 
short hevd being tl« vci 
diU between them 
The time that A/har 
(locked ill tit on a fast 
ti kI wis Imin 39 8sec 
which was a mere 1 
seconds off the course re 
cord set by die great Ber i 
gamo in 1985 It showed ' 
that the pace must have 
been incredibly fast but 
even more to the point it 
added a great deal of j 
weight to the quality of the j 
crop of three year olds that 
are racing this season in 
Calcutta They certainly 
have a bnght future ahead 
of them they can well 
be expected to hold then: 
own this summer when 
they jouiroy down to Bang 
alore. 

MOmmr 
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Sportsman, take note 


T hose of you who have 
been with us for the last 
couple of wttks will bt 
quite up to date on tennis 
uijunes and how to de il 
with them Aftti Roing 
through i h^t of the top ten 
tennis injuries \ou will 
have realised that most of 
the injunes arose from f lul 
ty techniques in pldving the 
sport As IS the ease with 
tennis all the other spoils 
played over the world Inve 
their own injuries tlul iie 
(harai leristie to them 
Many of these injuiies irt 
attributable to p irtii ul ii 
spoits while an equ il nuni 
btr edn be ittiibute d to just 
sport in gtntial 
Aiiv sportsman his t< 
beat up with uijm le s in hi 
te.nurt on the held De 
pending on the tipi il 
sport »oii pli\—LontiLt oi 
noneontiet the inpiiic 
sustdine d ilso diflt r eoiit s 
pondinglv If vou me into 
games like tdbic tennis golf 
or lung distance running 
the must eominon injuiv is 
gomg to bt ovti extrtion 
That IS ven little chiiiee 
of your hurting vouiself bv 
colhduig with someone t Ise 
in d hard tae kle and the only 
wdv you eould end up it the 
doctoi'' IS if you tiv to 
outdo vouiself 

On the otlK i hand if vou 
are tlie type that goe s in foi 
outdooi sp<)rts whtit a lot 
of body eontdct is involved 
like football hcKke y and 
rugby you are liteially in 
viting injuries A sj ort 
where you come mto body 
contact will surely ksvt 
you with sore spots that 
will makt sure that you 
grunt m pain tytry time 
you go in for another 
tackle 

In non contact oport 
although there is very little 
chance of severe injury the 
possibility of injury cannot 
be ruled out The faster 
games like tennis and bad 


nunton call foi cxtiemc fit 
ness and anyone who is not 
fit could end up with 
stnincd mustlcs inrl lij i 
ments Combine this with a 
fiuity technic|ut uid \oi 
c in conic up with some 
injurie s th it c in be ciuitc 
clis ibling 1* lu t me ip u i 
tating 

I tiless you iic plnsu ill\ 
fit y ni t luld tiiid youiself 
III tioublf ID iriv foim of 
spoil le ivc iloiH 1 lot nit 
ofbie ith AH the sirct lung 
ind lunning iiouiid c m t u 
Venn muscle ind if \ou 
it illy cxeit youisclt vou 
could even tiul up with 
spi iins and ti uii Hu il 
you ilu kK h ivc i decent 
level ol htne \ lui mils 
clt s I in idiu t to il e di 
minds pliitfl on them iiicl 
voui gimc of bidminton 


will not affect you is much 
IS It would hi\t il vou well 
unfit 

Ihc contict sfioils do 
not hold film to the rule 
tint I lit [XI son will nut 
taic iiijurv ptoblcnis In i 
gmie like tooth ill even the 
titU St of [M c)[)!» c in get 
iniurcd nniiilv thtough no 
f mil < t the 11 >wu Mtliough 
ill youi muscles might be 
well developed me] can 
withstind inv iniount of 
stretihiug ind ovel 
exiiti 11 lilt inipiet rt 
untie 1 pitver olliding 
with \ HI i til iiiiuii you 
11 llsli e I legs l IS so 
c imu II in lex tb ill e in bt 
quite hiimfui te the shin 
ind leg II He ss t f voui 
pets mil level ol htiuss 
in It IVe vou Imping in 
pun 



So while pliysii il til t 
IS vml to invoiie [il i 
iny foi in if sj) iri it is | 
asking toi the inifxissibk 
txptel invent pining i 
tiet sjxrls te go injuiv 
flee 

11k loniuion tie tot with 
spoils injuiits IS ilniost al 
Wiy-' the joints These ire 
the ire is ihit gel affected 
the iivist and most p< oplt 
who [iliv St I Kills sport 
evintuilly end up with 
eoiiipl lints in the [oints 
Molt often thin not the 
)eint tint IS lift tied is the 
jonii llni is pressed into 
letijii the mo>l often dur 
ing the playing of the par 
tieulir spent While the ob 
vious joint tbit will top the 
list I the k'u e loiiit is 
most, ol the s[K)its involve 
plentv of running othei 
j< nils ilso [)1 n up with 
equdllv piinful te ults 

A tennis pliyti ipiil 
from the f lelth it his knt t s 
are t iking i pounding liis 
plentv of piissuie <11 Ins 
elbow ind sb uidii ji mis 
1 Ins ipplit ^ t ill 1 1 nets of 
neqiul sp i too is 
glines like I idmiiiloii ind 
squish iK It quilt plentv 
ol c ftoil fie I I the shoulder 
md iiiiittgnn I cHitballers 
do nol tie pend on the upper 
body IS mut h is they do on 
then legs In tins < ist it is 
the kill e je int th it e omt s 
mto pi IV md I ikes ill the 
pres uie I the c iiiit All 
the lunning iiound iiid 
kicking the bill pi lees 
tre me n<lou^ sti in on the 
knt e mel eniis up d nii iging 
the iitilij. 

An ilhleie involves 
aim ist Ins entire body in his 
spot t iid I e([uiit s ill round 
blue ,s So !l vou tan mam 
tain I high k vi! of htuess 
iiid ts[x.en1lv loneentrate 
on the ire a ol ymu body 
tint will lx. used Ul tne 
sport *hit vou play you 
should sltei eleai of most 
injuries 









Big-hearted Becker 

A UIAMI'JON thty 
si> ilw ivs has 1 bif{ 
ht ill liorisBuktnsno 
{XI eption I he Wt St ( tti 
man ttnnis star has aRrt < d 
to bei (Miw. in ambass idoi 
for I NILl t I hi tiui ipi I 
was gridtly move d aitii 
rt idinp th it tO (KX) i hil 
dta»died in the world i 
try day bii lusi of a I iik of 
sinidi mi dll UK s 
UNlCh h IS I luni hirij a 
fivi yt.ir world widt \ ii 
anatiun progr iniini whi )i 
tlityhoiK will (lit tin nun 
bei of di iths bv h ill 
SpieadinK thi iiu ss i^i 
alonKwith Bei kt I iti liliii 
stars r)ann> Kavi lull 
man and Fi 111 I stinov 

Bring it to 
Birmingham 

T wo BirmiiiKlratn Mf's 
havi difii d ill w iitiini; 
andhavi flown to <ni ol 
the most troublid sjxrts in 
thewoildinan ittiiuptto 
boost thiH iit\ s bid ti host 
the 1992 Olympic (nnics 
Dtnis Howl 1 itul Sir 
Ktginald Fyri hi\( iiiiotid 
advict from thi Biiiisli ind 
Aniim in tmb issit s in tin 
Peniviitu ipitil I mil to 
stay iw i\ \iutli w his 
bten impose dm till nlv 
when M«tht( indlii »v 
liKhtiiiKhivi biiomt mi 
inonplui 11k I wo nun 
havi difiid illodd ind 
have goiit ihi id with thi ii 
mi i ting with Fi ni\ nn In 
tern ition il ()K mpu C oin 
miUtt mimlut l\in 
Diteis 

Whintht IOC milt in 


October at L ausanne to 
finally diiidi who will host 
the Oanu s Dihos loii 
could prove tube dtiisivi 
At ont Unit it St t nil d It 1 
tain that thi South \mtr 
leans would vole tii bloc foi 
the fivounlis Birccloni 
Butnidiiations irc tint 
supfuirtfci till Spanish citv 
from the I atm block is bv 
no mt ins unininious ind 
BirniiiiKti ini b is t nsc J in 
oppoitunity to t iki idv in 
t igi ol the situ ition 
Wilt the I Birmingham j 1 1 s 
the nod oi not oni thing is 
tor sort Ihev c t rt unlv did 
thi it 1 m St 

Cornered Connors 

IIMMN f ONNOKS Hut 
vJt iw uid lighting 1 
st i\ 11 till t ip live will 
miss this \t II s I rc mi 
t )pi n 

I hi \( 111 m \initii mi 
ils 1 (111 I by CA) (Mid IS 
wt II IS siisj) ndi d I 1 tin 
yvtcks Fro Council idnu 
nistiator M MushalHap 


per said the action was 
taken agamst Connors for 
violating provisions of the 
Council s code of cimduct 
relating to aggravated be 
haviour 

The suspension unless 
delayed by appeal will ex 
tend thiuugh the French 
Opt n to be played from 
May 26 to June 8 I his is 
the fii s( time that a player 
has betn suspended 
through ont of the four 
(innd Slam tournaments 
toi mist (induct The fine is 
the largest sinie the Coun 
111 fined Vilis m 1981 
Connoi s stormed off the 
(ourt aftir defaulting in Ihi 
htihsil ilastmifinal 
iginist Ivan Lendl in the 
Liplon International Play 
ers tournament on Febru 
21 at Boo Raton Flor 
ida Connors who has thirty 
days to ippeal on the sus 
pension sudhewill it 
view Iht decision with his 
ittomeys 

Judge judged 

S OVILI UNION figure 
skating otfiiials hive 
binni d one of the ir judges 
lor two ye irsfoi biistd 
judging in f ly our of Kussi m 
Alexindci 1 idevtv lUht 
woildchiinpionsliips 71 1 
ludgt I lUana Danilenko 
may fice furtht r sanctions 



Connor* defend*, for a change 


from the Intetnabonal Skat 
mg Union after giving 
Fadeyev a score of 5 9 out 
of the maximum of 6 0 for 
the technical ment of his 
free skatmg m the final 
Fadeyev the 198S World 
Champion who finished 
third here fell twite and 
put his hands on the ice on 
two other occasions dunng 
hisroutme He was 
awarded Uchnical scores of 
5 5 or 5 b from most other 
judges Cricketing nations 
please note' 

Gooch faces 
another Bird 

T HF c ontroversy i on 
tinues r ngland optmng 
batsman (iraham Gooch 
may quit the current tour of 
thfc West Indies Ht is re 
ported to have sent a letter 
to thi Test and County 
Cniket Board indicating he 
may pull out of the fifth 
Test mati h in Antigua 
staitingon Apnl 11 
riiothuty two year old 
c liampion F nglish bitsman 
w IS annoyed it the cntii 
ism dishi d out to him by 
thi Deputj Prime Mini ter 
of Antigua Lester Bird 
L ist v( ir the lurrcnt tour 
w IS put injtopirdy when 
Bud il iimt d that Gooi h 
had mdinted Ik would bi 
willing to pi iv in South Afn 
ca igain ind dt mandc ci i 
itlrailion from thi ipener 
who his bun lonstint 
target of iiili ipiilhtiddt 
monstrilors litiause ht 
temk part m i rt bei tour of 
South Atm a four yeats 
igo 

Gooch thin made a 
statement rt affii ming his 
opposition to apartheid and 
Bird said that the meketer 
would be wtltomt to Anti 
gua Butaiepoitman 
Antiguan newspapei last 
month had bloyvnthtlid 
off agam Although its re 
port did not reveal Bird s 
publisht d comments Daily 
Express said (looch who 
gave long and senous 
thou^t over w liether to 
tour in the first place now 
wanted an apology 


SpORhNCiOFE 


Pri«e Itfli Eaters 

NEW DELHI; A champion weightlifter of the lAF, and a 
iMding aircraftman Mr. C.S. Shivaramu establihhed a new 
idh eating record when he gulped 32 of them in 15 
minutes. Last year he managed just 25. The contest 
organised by a Kannada monthly was an amusing spectacle 
with 15 competitors devounng the stuff together with 
sambhar or chutney, some ot whom threw up in disgust 
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while others ended up with red eyes and streaming noses 

Where’s That? 

PRDSECin OR: Where did car hit the victun.-' Doctor At 
tnejunction of the dorsal and ceryical yertebrae. Judge 
(ponderously) Excuse me. but I've lived hero for 40 veais 
now. and I ve nevei heard of the place' 

Bernie Tellis 










Light-heavyweight 
champ Dwight Qawi 
hooks In a left, on his 
way to a sixth round TKO 
over challenger Leon 
Spinks 


Nelson Piquet, two time 
world champion wins the 
seasons’s first Formula 1 
Grand Prix in Brazil, in 
hia new Williams-Honda 










StoRT^ CHALL Et<GE 



NIKOLAI ANDRIANOV 

Pint sized Nikolai Andrianov won as many as seven medals at the 
Montreal Olympics—four gold two silver and one bronze The five 
foot five and a half inch Soviet gymnast had earlier won three 
medals at the 1972 Games He finished his career with a grand 
total of 14 Olympic medals having won two golds a silver and a 
bronze at the Moscow Olympics 
His pet events were the floor exercise and the long horse vault 
In the foimer event he almost created a record of sorts when he 
narrowly missed out on a third conscutive gold medals losing to 
Roland Bruckner by a tiny fraction 
In the long horse vault he won the gold easily at Montreal and 
repeated the feat at Moscow overcoming the strong challenge of 
the legendary Alexander Dityatin Though not as well remem¬ 
beredas Dityatin Andrianov was a gymnast close to excellent 
His concentration and confidence made him t/ie greatest gymnast 
of his time 


S a on bub a aOangapadhyiy 






No boxing 

Only karate 

I N d worid of growing 
awarenebs regarding the 
danger and crudity of box 
mg, a bo called sport Wm 
Chester have finally put 
their very proper public 
school foot down 
After a 600 vcar history 
of pugilism the authontms 
have fmally decided on a 
change ol scent and Ralph 
Braund director of physical 
education said as only the 
British could say It is an 
archaic way ol building 
character Did it tske six 
hundred yeais ti rtilise 
that' 

Anyway suite boxing is 
out whit IS in In ire the 
extremely <-pitituai ind rt 
taxing judo md k ii ite 
wheie you wont die of 
brain hitnionigc but 
broken Ixines ite put ol 
tht s< it dist iphning pro 
(tss 

The SAS 
strike 

Attacking soccer 

« I rilOUGHl bloody 
I hell what IS ill this 
about Tht Ihouglil of it 
made me shiver Stiange 
weirds liom the haidy 
Nortlicm lieland seKcei In 
tern ition el S immv Me 11 
roy yet so tertiblv Out 
heir litc last tuiOught M in 
che stci Litv rtsencs 
were faced with possibly 
their most formidable oppu 
nents ever No it wasnl 
livtrpool noi juyentus 
neither was it Hunmicse 
and certainly not Bircclo 
na In fact the opposition 
consisted ol extrcmeiv 
mediocre footballcis Yet 
why the awe and tear' 
Snnpiy because Iht men in 
red and black were Bn 
tains elite commando and 
anti terronst unit the SAS 
(Special Air Set vice.'' 

Imagine stndmg smooth 
ly down the pite h with the 
ball and suddenly some 


thing hard nudges vou in 
the back Its the SAS nidn 
with an I /I saving Lan 1 
have the ball plcise Vou 
obviously readdy igict Oi 
while going confide ntlv for 
t sliduig tackle >ou find 
yourself flat on the ground 
with an ugly knife it vour 
ttueiat and again that whis 
pci Please dont try ihit 
again In fact you miglit 
consider early rcOrtimnl 

Anvw > the SAS played 
hard but behaved them 
stives and although they 
lost 7 0 I m sure Mane he s 
ter City had words with 
Bobby (harlton who otga 
nised tht malth 

Ice skating 

Puerile gesture 

ANV years ago Oltg 
Protopopov ind 1 yud 
mila Beloysova were un 
doubtedlv the woilds pre 
mier lee skating couple 
their caieer record mclud 


ing four world eham 
pionship titles md two 
Olympic golds It 1%‘) tiu 
Soviet luthoiitie lor 
rea ons best kiit \n to 
llitm (1 nice pin ise md 
OIK often used to ixplim 
tht 11 iclions) dtlined Ihit 
the inuple wen out ot 
dite licked ttehiiigiic ind 
thus they wtie out ot 
favour 

len yens luei while 
peril rnmig ui Swit/tilind 
tht couple defeeUd le i\ 
mg the Soviets lo tonneh 
in act which loi the m is the 
find humihition 

So (111 luthoiilic 
rc leUd in i c tar it ten in 
juie rile ni inne i At the r 
cent world ice sk iting 
chanipionshij)'- the Sonet 
contingent wete siimnnii]y 
waintd m t to cee n glni < 
It the eoupt tvliei vui 
present n ixtrtmcly 
ludicrous attempt it ostia 
eisation 

But the couple extreme 
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l> happy and still skating in 
lictdom icnHined un 
moved and as the I nglish 
would sav Thevu doing 
very well thank you 
Get tht point fioi 
bat hey’ 

Injury 

plague 

Woild Cup 
football 

B ANNI RS swirl in the 
wind ill Mtxiio City 
liikets lit being sold m 
blaek iiid with two months 
to go foi Pique to stait the 
ball lolling the gime is 
pligiitd by mjunis Last 
month ol louist it was the 
|)ttt III illy miuied Robson 
who disloi ited his shoul 
dtr but then then wire 
mon Itk Snnlana trying 
t< fuse the Hi lailian team 
into some tiling skilful rtcal 
I) d the old nun /no 
Soeratts uid h iltao all of 
yvhom hive undergone 
uigeiy md iie still not fit 
\rgentini nt pliymg on 
shaky giound with M trade) 
ms kiui Clt King con 
tioyirsy ifte i controversy 
VdesftiUt tdikle a mall 
tie us foul md its ill tiver 
I I MII idem i md Argen 

tini 

And ol course in the 
sidelines we hevt lesser 
known pliytis like h,ng 
hnds (ills Stevens Scot 
linds lolin Wiik and iJe 
nni 11 k s \ll m Simonsen 
who lit stiugglmg to retain 
loini ifter I y intty of op 
e r itK ns 

llist )iy does not augur 
yvcll tel these gentlemen 
indothei unknown vie tuns 
Htekeiiliiuer pliyed yvith a 
htokeii iini 111 19/0 and 
ticiniiny lost a half fit 
l‘usl ts dt tcimmcd to play 
wi unable to ivert Hun 
y iry de te it in the 1954 
fm ils and m 198J Rumme 
tiigge with a persisting 
hamstiing iilmcnt stumbled 
his w IV to a humiliating 
dcteit in the flnah Will 
history repeat itseiP 
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Starting the year In style 
is Nelson Piquet {centre) 
who celebrates his 
Brazilian Grand Prix 
Formula I win Flanking 
him are runner-up Ayrton 
Senna (left) and third 
placed Jacques Laffite 


Diary 


bbin); seven vvuki. Is Itir 

g 

T HiuisltKku Unnis litfst 
g stnsitiDii issiiimsthe 
role (»1 in inib iss iclor fur 
I iniet 1 lit 1 kv 1 il me, vvith 
mipv olln r lilm si us will 
launch i v ncin ition drive 
whii ti will It rlu(( I he tium 
bci (if (hildte n dvinf^ due to 
the lack of proper medi 
eine s 

March Delhi tike 
a vital fust innings 
le ad over Harvan i in tlie ii 
Rann I rophv e nekt t fin il 
Chasm;; the Mai v an i tot il 
of Kirti A/ id ind Man 
ojPrabhikat stole eentui 
les to take De Ihi to 2‘)1 fot 
the loss of just three 
wiekets 

Austtdlia 1 h at New 7t il ind 
bv 4 1 luns 111 the I ist ol the 
one dd> Rdnies it \uekhnd 
to level the foiu mateli 
•.e ries Cre M itthe ws 
with i4runs ind three 
wieketsfoi 1} is named 
the ni in tif the mate h 


March Ue'lhi pile 

up the I uns is 
Mohindei Aniainilh ind 
Ajav ShaiTiia iKo ne tt h up 
eentuiie s on the thiid d iv 
of their Hanji li iphv finil 
ajiainst Marvan i At e lose 
of play Delhi aie -)h"for 

seven 

P ikistan seultle out Sti 
I iiika in the first in iteh of 
the Asii C upeneket 
tom name nt at Colonilxi 
S< Ol in;, 197 in tlie ir tuin at 
hat P ikistan re strie t Sn 
I inki loiust lib 

Boris Be e kt r e dpe s his 
wav pist veteran Jimmy 
Coiinoi s to t nte r the lin il 
of the 1) iFi (KKIGi ind Piix 
tennis tournament wheie 
he will me e t Iv in 1 (ndl 
who be it Scott Divis 

March Harv ui i 
e rash to JOO for six 
and St lie in iiimngs de k it 
in tile f lei IS the V ate still 
I ‘>0 1 uns he lund the 1 )e Ihi 
teit il of b 18 





March I nh* iten 
eentniies hv 
As ink 1 (iiii u inidie ind Ar 
juna K in itun;, i deiitive 
Pikist in it I eh iiiee to 
foree i vie totv in the 'htid 
ind hull lest iKimd Sn 
1 ink I it L oloinbo Sn 
I ink 1 se oi e 17 > foi thre t 
in the II se eoiid iiinuiKs to 
thw lit I Pikistini vietoiv 
hid 

I om IS Sinid shows th it he 
his bent litte d horn Ins 
eemntiv s DivisCiiptie 
with India a he he ats Vijav 
\miiti n i;.iin this time in 
the se I one! lound of the 
Kotte idim men s (n ind 
I Its te mils touin nneiit 
I he t /(eh wiiisb 1 7 b 

March Dome stie 
etiekt t hits the 
liinelieiit i;,iin is Hatvana 
and De Ihi srjuate off in the 
k Kill 1 tophv t ne ke t fin il at 
N< w 1 )e Ilii I he fii sf elav s 
)l IV fintls Maty ina taking a 
lid St lit but eventual! V 


1 lit S 11 > OOP (ii ind Piix 
te mils toui n ime iit it t. hie i 
yomove suit )1(p;,e ii i 
Ivan le ndl Hoiisht In 
Jiinmy C. onnoT s ind S nt 
Davib enter the st ir i hn ils 


Pikist in hive it easv 
ly mist in me spent rie ed 
llinylide his they be it 
the ni bv se ve ii wie ke ts in 
the Asm hup (Hike t 
loiiina nent it I oloinbo 



Tha UEFA hierarchy make the draw for the 
eemMifials of the European Club soccer 
competitions in Geneva 





Martina Navratilova Is a 
proud lady as she 
displays her Virginia 
Slims trophy after 
beating Hans Mandlikova 
in the final of the Virginia 
Slims tennis tournament 
at New York 


Bons Becker records his 
fii st ever win ov e i Ivan 
1 1 ndl to win the $ 11 ‘i (fOO 
(ii ind Pi IX tennis tourni 
me nl at L hieayo J his loss 
w hi( h halts 1 endl s 29 
ni ite h w inniny sti e ak is 
the htth time these playeis 
h IVI met 

I he I Dion yoveinment ex 
pose s t he Indian 11 d tapism 
as the \ refuse toele ii 
Pmlose Moieiaftei he had 
been named in the Indi in 
hockey Ibbvthe Indiin 
i 1 leieke v 1 tdei ilion f his 
a means that Ihi IHh will 
^ have to fill I w pliecsva 
j eate d by tin dropping of 
® Horo ind the unfilness eif 
/ if It lethal 

1 April West Indies 
ei ush h n;d<ind by eight 
wiekets to win the fourth 
and final one day interna 
tional at Port of Spam 
Chasing an England total of 
IbS for nine the West In 
dies score lb7 for the loss 
of just two wickets 

Manmder Singh bpms Delhi 
to the Ranji 1 rophy title as 
he snaps up eight Haryana 
WK kets for 54 runs arid 
sends 1 iaryana to an in 
nings and 141-run defeat 


I 



Quiz 


o1 


Crossword 



against the West Indies in 1984 (5) 

4 Financial institutions for a former 

► English champion soccer 

d goalkeeper (5) 

I 6 Perfect score (3) 

j 8 International hockey official 

f comprises an Egyptian sun qod (5) 

9 An Australian bowler returning who 
played in the Tied Test has a 
pharmac eutical ring to his name (5) 
fc 10 When you are not in in cricket (3) 
f 13 A soccer Villa but not Ricardo (5) 

14 West Indian Test cricketer now 
retired begins with an automobile 
(5) 

15 Delhi batsman may be mistaken for 
an English front order batsman at 
least as far as the name is 
concerned (5) 

DOWN 

1 Boxing practice composes a golfing 
term (4) 

2 Part of the body for a tennis 
equipment manufacturer (4) 

3 Association Football Club O'* Lisbon 
ends in Chartered Accountant (7) 

5 Game played with a rattan ball on a 
badminton court and mainly 
prevalent in South East Asia ends in 
the Research and Analysis Wing (1 
6 ) 

6 One of the means of elimination in a 
boxing bout (1 1 1) 

, 7 Court divider (3) 

11 *To thwart for an item of fencing 
equipment (4) 

12 Czech table tennis great begins 
with a victory sign (4) 

bcetlent: 18-17, Go«l. 16-15. Fair 


QUESTIONS 


1 What IS field archery 7 

2 Which jockey won the first race for 
the Derby Stakes’ 

3 When was India affiliated to the FIG 
(International Gymnastics Federa 
tion)7 

4 A gymnast (woman) world cham 
pion several times was seriously 
injured in training but fought 
courageously against paralysis re 
fusing to yield She has since re 
ceived the Olympic Order Who is 
she’ 

5 What does RCG stand for’ 

6 What IS MILAN too KM ’ 

7 Andwhaws MIDI LIBRE 

8 Who was the first swimmer manor 
woman to win thiee individual titles 
at a single Olympic Games’ 

9 Who was the first swimmer to break 
the minute for 100 metres’ 

10 What IS Schwingen’ 

ANSWERS 


saumueo ioj puepaziiMS 
ui pesipejd SuinsajM jo uuoj v 01 
STOS p ig SBM Suiiuij siH (ZZ6 1) 

6 Ainp uo) jajjnuissieAA Auuqoj' 6 
8961 UI Ato ooixajiv 
UI ajAiseajj ui008 Pue 007 002 
aqt uom oqM jeAa^ qejoqaQ ssiy^ B 

aoej 

epAj jeuoissejojd Aep jnoi qouaj^j / 
Ajetj Ui 

luaAs SuDjiBM aoei peoj jpnuue uv 9 
soi)seuiuA0 s] lods oiuiijlAqu g 
(USSn) Euiqiinw BuejeA p 
2861 E 

(09A t Ui) Ajnqung sepeMO (-"S) 2 
sajnStj jeuiiue pjoq te SMOije 
buijooqs sueem Ajaqoje pjay t 
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aGmia 

miEicici 

a a 

El la 

a n 

n n 

aaaaa 

CIE1BIHC9 

a a 

□ an 

S DEIQI 

□1 Cl 

aanEi m 
a mm 

[1CIEIE13 

maaam 

m a 

a 01 

a a 

a m 

doiiaia 

aaaaa 


QUESTIONS 


1 How much does a game of Amer 
lean football last’ 

2 Who IS the only woman to have 
been elected president of an Olym 
pic international federation’ 

3 In which year was India affiliated to 
the International Volleyball Federa 
tion (FIVB)’ 

4 The founding President of the Inter 
national Volleyball Federation re 
tired after holding the post for 37 
years Can you name him’ 

5 Is India a member of the Interna 
tional Canoeing Federation (ICF)? 

6 What lb paddle tennis’ 

2 In which country was underwater 
hockey introduced’ 

8 Who/what is Churchill Downs’ 

9 Whic h famous race is held in Eng 
land on the last Wednesday in May 
or the first Wednesday in June’ 

10 Who IS the first Welsh athlete to win 
an Olympic gold medal’ 

ANSWERS 


(7961- duinl qbiu) saiABO uuAn oi 
saxPlS Aqjaa am 6 
VSn SMI UI B V 8 
BDujvUJnos / 
VSn BMJ UI 

Ajjaiqn peABjd euieb (jpq pue jEq v 9 

ON 8 

aouBJj JO pnpqn inscj 7 
E86t E 
1961 

UI juapisejcj VJ.J-J paj loja oijaa 
( uiPiug leajE)) qjijj yj iebuj SijN g 
(qopabajnuiujgi. 

JO sjaperb ojui pepiAip) jnoq auQ l 

QUESTIONS 

1 Who was the first woman to win the 
Chess Oscar’ 

2 Who holds the maximum number of 
world records in swimming (men s) ? 

3 Whose world record record in 
swimming is are tfie oldest’ 

4 What IS lapta’ 

5 Where was the first Wr rid Indoor 
Games held’ 

ANSWERS 

SUBd 9 

aiui) 6uuj e ajinb 
■IOJ ussn dm UI buijiPAuJd pods 
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Ui 008 9 ajAjsaajj ui 007 ui spjooej 
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UJ007 ejAjsaajj Ui 002 spiooaj 
ppoM 7 ) (oud) ssojg iBBqoiw g 
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GAME ENJOYED 


Peter May’s eminence can be gauged solely from the fact that experts 
still consider him to have been the finest English batsman after the 
Second World War. He led his country in 41 Test matches and was, 
after retirement, one of the youngest-ever Presidents of the MCC. He 
even put in a stint as En^and’s Chairman of selectors. It is this last 
capacity that he deals with in the opening edited extract from his 
autobiography. The book is published by Stanley Paul and priced at 

£9.95 


Fmvword by J. J. Warr 

P flLRMAY iiKolIrtljorition 
with Michael Mt Hot d ha"- 
given us d trut .intl fast in<ilini» 
picture of the ti it 1« t woi Id in .i 
vintdf^ penod in ils history As sonu 
one who pla\ ed in sixty si\ 1 (st 
matches as captain in forty tau 
which fell niosth between 19‘)1 and 
1958 when Lnglarid were unde feated 
m a senes home or away and as a 
vital ingrt'die nt in a Surrey side whit h 
won the thampionship se ven const eu 
live yi ars twite undt i his caplaint v 
Petei IS unieiuely plat t d tti jnve his 
version of events frtiin the centre of 
the stage 

1 hose of us lut kv entiugh to have 
plaved with him know that the story 
wiU have no ret nininatitins igainst 
author it v no mse nsit iv e kntx king at 
contemporanes and aboteall no 
bittcTncsstowirdsthe gum itself As 
someone who has oeeupit d Hire e of 
the hottest seats in sport—as captain 
of the England c i itkt t team as Presi 
(k*nt of Met and as t hairmaii of 
F ngland s ineket selectors— he has 
vou could suppose a masoehistie 
streak in him but the title of the book 
says It all 

He had a gi eat stroke* of luck as a 
schoolboy at Lharterhtmse m being 
toached by (»eorge Oeaiv Here was 
.1 gi eat bowler and no mean bat who 


liad played with and against all the 
gte at pi ( war masters and had studied 
the ir tec hnique from the front Ime He 
iii'-tilkd the basil s of balance foot 
work and head position into a school 
boy piodigv basics which stayed with 
him all his career The immediate 
produi t was an e'Xtraoidinarv last year 
at Charterhouse in which Pt ter made 
1 Of) against each of Eton f farrow and 
the Old Carthusians, followed at 
l.ord s by 148 lor the Southern 
Schools against the Rest and 146 tor 
the Public Schools against the Com 
bined Services (next highest score 
18) 

For those interested in technique, 
the nearest player in modem cneJcet 



to Peter May is Vivian Richards They 
both have appeared to favour the 
onsidc but in fact any bowler who tried 
attacking them on oi outside the off 
stump would find pie nty of strokes m 
the repertoire in that area Tht y both 
have had the une mug tool movement 
to positron themselves lor the m 
tended shot ket ping batsmanship as 
one dimensional as pi issible 1 hev 
also have both had that extia sixih 
sense which seems to antu ipate 
where the ball is going to be bowled 
Peter possibly punched the ball with 
wnst and foreami moie than Vivian 
Richards who is more a swinger of 
the bat 

Howeve r, one inipoi tant difierence 
lies in the pitehcs on wluih they 
played Pitches were not covered until 
1959 and manv of the county matches 
were played on ram affected wickets 
on which spin bowlers could really 
turn the b^ A glance at any fVjsdea 
of the penod will show quite emphati- 
c^y that P B H was head and shoul¬ 
ders above his contemporanes on 
such pitches It was not uncommon at 
The Oval for sides to be bowled out 
for less than Peter scored himself 

There was once a barmy theory 
that he was vulnerable agamst teg 
spm. It IS not a view that 1 have heard 
expressed by the best leg spinners of 
the penod 

In Test matches he seemed to be 
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like Horatius on the bndge keeping 
the foe at bay single-handed. He 
would arrive at tte crease time after 
time with a crisis either on hand or 
impending. It has always been a mys¬ 
tery to me how, widi lus ice-cold 
temperament, he failed to do him^lf 
justice in the Varsity match in which 
he played three times. After my year 
as captain the choice of my successor 
lay between Peter and David Shep¬ 
pard. Undergraduates tend to be 
swayed by considerations of success 
or i^ure on what they considered the 
big day and the choice fell on the 
future Bishop of Liverpool. 

As It turned out, Peter’s career, 
both as captain ol his country and his 
county, was not blighted Indeed, in a 
wider sense his two mentors in the art 
of captaincy were Stuart Sumdge and 
Sir l-en Hutton who lepiesenti'd diffe¬ 
rent ends of the captaincv spectrum. 

; Stuart was the enthusiastic, ex- 
‘ trovert, buccaneenng nsk-takei who 
' pushed and prodded his players into 
whole-hearted effort. Len was the 
deep-thinkmg inti overt whose atti¬ 
tudes weie supiemclv, cautiously, 
piotessional, whodiew on his York¬ 
shire riKits to give nothing away with 
bat oi ball Peter's .ipproach lav stnne- 
where between the two, lieing slightly 
inclined to Pen's when captaining Eng¬ 
land and more to Stuart when at the 
lieim for Surrey. 

Another ver\ important diffei ence 
between first class ci icket in that era 
and today was tlie distinction between 
I amateur and profession,il. Peter was 
the true blue amateur and it was not 
1 always easy in that role to gain the 
fullest 1 espect and admiration ol voui 
professional colleagues w'ho weie in 
ctiiied to S(“e >ou as a threat to their 
livelihood. What is remarkable is that 
if there wete not <• Saint Petei 
already, all the Surrey professKiiials 
who played with Petei May would 
press for his instant canonization 
They would unasitamedly class them¬ 
selves as hard-bitten and difficult to 
impress with cricketing perfi'rmances, 
but their admiration and respect for 
P. B. H. are imanimous and un¬ 
bounded. 

It must be said that he never played 
. 'instant' one-day cncket which stai t ed 
in earnest in 19^ My own feeling is 
that It would be like asking Arthur 
Rubinstein to play honky-tonk or per¬ 
suading Str Thomas Beecham to con¬ 
duct the Rolling Stones. Cncket is 
now cleariy divided into classical and 


pop and whilst I have the greatest 
admiratbn for the good ‘pop artists’ 
who bring in money and crowds to 
modem-^y cncket, I am enough of a 
purist to think that Peter May should 
be remembered as a great performer 
in the classical tradition. 

But Peter’s life has by no means 
been confined to cncket. A devoted 
family man whose wife and four 
daughters are dedicated to the 
esoteric world of three-day eventmg, 
he has plenty on his plate acting as 
chief bottlewasher and cheerleader. 
He is as keen for them to win on a 
horse as he was himself to win on the 
cncket field more than twenty years 
ago. He mentions in the book that he 
does not nde hnnself but the real 
reason for lliat cam** in his cryptic 
reply to me when I quened his lack of 
horsemanship. 'Easy, J. J ’ he said. 

‘No brakes.’ 

Pictures of people and events tend 
to get blurred and even distorted with 
time. But nobody who saw Peter May 
at his peak in the fifties and early 
sixties will forget that sight. A tall 
willowy figure with a slightly disjouited 
way of running between the wickets, 
he was the supreme professional m 
the ranks of the amateurs just as 
Denis Compton was the supreme 
amateui m the ranks of the profes¬ 
sionals. Peter easily joins the disting¬ 
uished band of aD-time great batsmen. 
Like Sir Jack Hobbs before linn, a 
modest man who was almost embur- 
rassed and weighed down b\ the lime 
light, he has taken a long time to tell 
his story but it has been well worth 
the waif. 


It must be said that May 
never played 'instant' one- 
day cricket which slarled in 
earnest in 1963 My own 
feeling is that it would be 
like asking Arthur Ruben- 
stein to play honky-tonk or 
persuading Sir Thomas 
Beecham to conduct the 
Rolling Stones. Cricket is 
now clearly divided into 
classical and pop... 


Selecting sides 

EFORE the 1962 season 1 told the 
Surrey committee that 1 would not 
be available for every match. Suzanm* 
was barely a year old, Nicola was on 
the way and in my semi-retired state I 
did not want to be away from home 
too much. I did. in fact, play in 
seventeen of the championship match¬ 
es, more than for some years, as well 
as against both universities and 
Pakistan. 

On the whole that season 1 played 
fairly well, beginning with 82 agam-st 
Glamorgan made with rather more 
ease than in the days of Wooller. I 
made a century against Warwickshire 
at Edgbaston and ag^nst Pakistan and 
Middlesex at 'Hie Oval I must add 
that in the otliet match against Mid¬ 
dlesex 1 was bowled Titmus nought so 
1 finished my career at Lord’s with 
three noughts, which must be some 
sort of record. 

1 usually went m after three very 
good players in Micky Stewart, John 
Ednch and Ken Bamngton. Bernard 
Constable was still consistent and we 
did not often go short ol runs. The 
bowling would doubtless have been 
stronger if David (hbson. a very 
useful all-rounder, had stayed fit. but 
out two openuig bowlers, Peter l,oad- 
er and David Sydenham, both lixik 
over 100 wickets Tony Lock was stiiJ 
bi'whng well and we found a useful 
partner for him in Ron Tindall thougti 
lie liad scan elv bowled a ball in the 
days wht'n we had three other off- 
spinners in Jim Utker, Enc Bedser 
and 'J'oni Clark 

Thus, having finished fifteenth in 
the championship in I96i, wt found 
ourselves sbll in with .i i liance of 
winning it in the last week in August 
when we plaved Yoikslme at Tlie 
Oval There was sfjnit i ongestion at 
the tup ot the table hut \oikshire 
wtTO liest placed ami tiisf innings 
points were the lieight ol their ambi¬ 
tion in this match Thei rii.ide ceitaui 
ut tlK'm b\ batting loi about nine 
houi s during whicli I d,!maged a hand 
tieldmg in the gulh 1 took no tuither 
part in the match So, on a (lis.ip|>oint- 
ing n(jle, mv season htiished There 
was no mou- < lieei in Siini-i final 
mat! h at Soutlianiplon whit h was 
(liawm \^e limshc'd fifth 

1 w'eni tiome and reviewed the 
positKin It had been quite an exciting 
season but I tell that 1 was not 
enjoving the game so much. Perhaps 
It was antidiniax after the glorious 




1953 to 1983 England's team of the Ftfties reunited in Sheffield nearly three 

decades later 


years of the 1950s, be« after chain 
pagne, as it were Perhaps 1 was not 

E ' ng up to the higii standards whii h 
always set myself 
It seemed the moment to retire in 
almost every way Many of m> lol 
leagues were retiring 1 felt that I had 
done all i could to help pitk Sunrev 
cm ket up again 1 had an able success¬ 
or in Mitky Stewart 1 wo personal 
considerations were a growing family 
and impatience to develop my career 
m the city As when I had @ven up 
Test cricket the year before, 1 was 
not mfluented by any one factor but by 
a number 

So 1 resigned the captauK y of Sur 
rey that autumn while tellmg the 
committee that 1 would be jdad to play 
while on holiday il lequired 
I had no complaints I had been 
lucky enough to do almost everything 
that a player c ould wish to do 1 
suppose that if 1 regietted anything it 
was that I was foregoing a chance of 
making a hundred llKls which only 
one other batsman, W 0 Grace, liad 
done ae an amateur But I never saw 
the game as a personal thing which 
was I enpyed it so much I was 


always moit interested in how we did 
as a learn 1 his may sound prudish, 
and today perhaps when >■ o many 
cai etrs depend on it it is a differt nt 
story but that was the tlunking in the 
era m which I grew up 

Ihert were two populai inision 
ception at the tunc ot my it tu t inenl 
One was that 1 had 11 tii t d as i result 
of harassm' nt from the pre ss I lial is 
quite untrue I neve r let ciitu ism 
tother me to that extent hi la* t if it 
was construe live 1 w ould oftt n 
appreciate and ac t upon it 1 he otht r 
prevaibng belief was that 1 would 
make a comeback to 1 cst i nckt t as 
Washbrook and Sheppard liad done 
That was never in iny mind 
My subsequent i neket was in 
teiesting in that, to mv mind it 
contradicted the tlieonzing about the 
structure of the game which prevailed 
at the time One day c neket was 
being mooted— the Gillette Cup was 
just starting- and one of its great 
virtues yyas said to be that it would 
allow recently retued players or 
amateurs to play when they could not 
afford the time to play three day 
CTKket In fact, it was soon estab¬ 


lished that one day cnckel required a 
fitness and an amount of practice 
which was well bevond most players 
emerging from a city office 
No subjec t has been more thor 
oughly examined in recent years than 
hnuled ovei cncket and its virtues and 
tailings Mv views on it aie not exactly 
novel 1 rccognirc the rise in the 
standard of he Jding to which it has 
i ontnbuted 1 realize its attractive- 
nt ss as producing a definite result m a 
day 1 think the recent mstitution of 
circ les has been a big help in avoiding 
the ndiculous field settings of former 
years But I shudder for the coaches 
whose pupils see on television so 
much cross batted batting and mga- 
tive bowlmg, especially by spinners 
And It goes against all the basics of the 
game that a side can wm without 
taking a wicket 
1 was never asked to play for 
Surrey in a limited-over game but I 
realized soon enough from a short 
experience ivith the Charterhouse 
Fnars in The Cricketer Cup, which 
had also just started, that, Uff me 
anyhow, cncket was not a game to be 
approached casually 





Four captains hanging on to my words in South Africa (from left) Col Stanyforth, 
Freddie Brown, Wally Hammond and Arthur Gilliqan 


1 made 1(K) for the F runs against 
Harrow at Charterhouse It was kjrr at 
fun to nuke tuns there again .ifUt all 
that had happened suiie niy stFuMil 
days hfteeii v( ai s oi nioi e befort But 
I came down with a hump in the ne xt 
round when we plate d Kept on on a 
neutral ground in the Midlands and I 
was quickly bow It d out bv Sir 
Ixionard s younger son John Hutton 
There was no dishoiHHii in that and 
1 could not have asked for a more 
estimable executioner Bui it con 
firmed what 1 had come to rtMli/t in 
the three nutehes whit h 1 plaved loi 
Surrey in 1963, two at (lUildford 
against Cambridge and Sussex, one at 
The Oval against Northamptonshire 
when there was a shortage of plavets 
through ipjuneE and 1 ost dainis I 
made 85 against Sussex but onlv 5 
runs m the other innings Beeaust of 
everything that had gone befoie a 
great deal was expected of me and 1 
Knew that, without the constant tom 

f etitwe encket on which 1 had thnved 
would not be able to produce it It 
was hke havmg a golf handicap of 14 
and being expected to produce the 
results of your younger days when 


sou plaved to { I did not tmov the 
idt 1 ol It itmg pt ofik down It st t mt d 
to nit that J w oiild soon Ih ktcpiiig 
out soiingt 1 pIiseisoiitiKi jm 
teiues So! ictiutt dtnvsill iii subst 
quint St »'■ loiinlditv f„i ti,iiiiv md 
foi ftttiid Init 1 1 stdIoiidiliotw 1 
Uiuills midi Hit lUMsttquirtd 
lboilgt|OUt,t til tWK< 1 ptis lit Is 
wuKtd it Ik lap out tosonu hk who I 
did not think t ould IkjssI U ill 
1 rtsumtdms links witJi ItsI iiuFtt 
IP IHfib IS a St If ctoi Iloug Insolt w is 
lilt lit wIhairmin thf ollieiswtit 
Alet Bedsti and I >t in Kens on i ipt iin 
ol Wortt sttrsliirf 
In tngl ind tht st It ttoi'- h ive .in 
esjiedalls diffii ult job bi t iiist thtrt 
ai e sevt nl et u fn st d iss t ountit s as 
against about half a do/t ii first tla* s 
side ■. Ill ot bei i onnti le j 1 lie hat dt st 
tlung IS to know wht flier in toini 
county pi lytis will h suet < ssful in 
I est t nrkt t It dt ,h ids so iiiut li on 
tem{)eianient betaus* mhotne lests 
IK V aie subg iterl to niUuse t utieisni 
and aic thrown into a new environ 
ment loi marly a wtek with tension 
building up It IS an en innous jumji 
The guiding print iple .iftuurse. is 


w lit n in doubt pit k t lass 1 he most 
not ibk toup in this resfiett is prob 
ibis (111 st It (lion foi Ausliaiiiin 
In d ib ot t olin t owtirt s who had 
not i>i t vio isis |)l ivt d in a I est niateh, 
iltlitiugldu liatiniatit luns against 
stniK fiftlit slituigti bowling sides he 
h k 1 nit t 

I tound tht mt t tings of selectors 
inti M ding ltisnot.ilwavsiealized 
th It tilt \ pick not tinh a team but the 
It SI I vt s in t ase anyoiit drops out 
I his as Olds colk t tmg ts t ry body 
togt 1 Ik r again lor an t tni rgent y 
mtt ting 1 lie rest i vt s are often 
inoip dithcult to pick than the team 
list It for it de^pe nd"' so rnut h on who 
diopsout 1 licit h.ive litenlimesm 
leientvtais foi example when we 
had to wtirl on a hvptithesis that Ian 
Botham might withdraw which would 
need (ai nioie rcpggmg than it a 
siiex iali< I Iwt man or bowk r Iiad to be 
replated 

1 enjoyed the tiaveliing round and 
being bat k in the game but it has 
many frustrations in England that are 
not expeneiKt'd in other countries 
We do not have plavers on our front 
doorstep, as it were as selectors 
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hving in Sydney or Meiboume would. 
We have to set off early in the 
Wortiing to dnve across the country 
^nd when we get there, we may find 
that if we want to look at a batsman he 
ia fielding or, if it is a bowler we are 
after, his side is batting. It may be 
raining. 

My most frustrating experience 
was when I diove down tcj Swansea in 
1965 to see the young fast bowler, 
left Jones I went down the night 
bt'fore. Happily the next morning was 
l^inous and I went out on top of the 
pavilion before the start of play, 
looked out over Swansea bay and 
bieathed in the sea air, full of goodwill 
to all men, my satisfaction completed 
by the fact that Glamorgan were in 
the field. 

As they came out, 1 looked for the 
red-haired Jones 'Where's the great 
fast bowler?’ I asked a c nmmittee 
member standing nearby. 

‘We’ve left him out,’ he said. ‘The 
boyos thmk the ball will turn. ’ I was 
speechless, although in fact the boyos 
were right about it turning. 

In Enidand it is physicsfiy unpossi- 
ble for selectors to watch players tune 
after time, except where the selcctoi 
IS a current player as Don Kenyon 
was in 1%5. But we did a lot of talking 
then—and still do- to coach<*s and 
umpu'es. Umpires see a lot (. harles 
Elliott was very helpful to us in the 
1960s and became a selector himsell 
later. Information received from 
coaches who are experienced cncke- 
ters themselves is also wek ome 
After all, it is the county coaches on 
whom we rely to find us the plavers 
from whom to choose. 

We liad M.J.K. Smith as captain in 
my first season as a selector Heliad 
just won a .senes in South Afnca and 
led by example. In committee he gave 
a batinced view of the qualities of the 
players under discussion. 

'This was the first season of the 
two-tour arrangement. New Zealand 
and South Africa were the visitors. 
This system, sold overseas by Gubby 
Allen, was prompted by several deba¬ 
cles m which weak visiting sides 
unused to English conditions had been 
swamped. It was badly needed. 'Three 
one-sided Test matches are infinitely 
pieferable to five, unless they are 
one-sided against England ui a htmie 
senes. "Then the seleclors have a 
chance to experiment and the English 
public, unlike that of Australia and 
West Indies, still goes to watch, as it 
did when England were swamped by 



Peter May flourishes under 
the watchful eye of Andy 
Sondhom 


West Indies m 1984. But mterest 
swiftly fades if the opposition is weak. 

At the time 1 joined the selection 
committee the ai lent was strongly on 
greatei enterpnse with the bat. It 
was a jKilicv which was rewarded 
within eighteen months by the ex¬ 
traordinary feats of Bob Barber who 
hammered his way round Austraba 
with huge success. But it led us into 
almost immediate difficulties when 
Ken Barrington batted tor seven 
hours to make 187 against New Zea¬ 
land at Edgbaston. He had certainly 
been out of form so fat that season 
but the fact that others played fluently 
on the pitch and that when in the 80s 
he spent an hour without storing 
before speeding up after reachmg 100 
forced us to take action. We had to 
show that our call for a more positive 
approach was not just talk, bo we left 
him out of the Lord’s 'Test 'This 
caused something of a furore but he 
was such a splendid chap (hat he took 
it well. He was bat k for the 'Third 
'Test in which he made a fine 163. 

It was not exactly a quiet time for 
selectors. In 1966 we had three 
captains against West Indies—^Mike 
Smith, Colm Cowdrey and Brian 
Close. We made numerous changes 
after each deteat. One of the more 
successful was to bring back Tom 
Graveney, who was probably a sound¬ 


er player at the age of forty then ever 
before. 

With the senes deaded, we won 
the last Test at The Oval under 
Close. In the next season, 1967, India 
and Pakistan were not the sternest 
opposition and the season was re¬ 
latively peaceful for selectors—until 
near the end. Just after the last Test 
against Pakistan Brian Close, as cap¬ 
tain of Yorkshire, was severely cen¬ 
sured for what many thought to be a 
gross piece of time-wasting a fortni^t 
before when Warwickshire had looked 
like beating Yorkshire at Edfdiaston. 
He was given a chance to apologize 
but refused and MCC, not being 
prepared to send to represent them 
on an overseas tour an unrepentant 
captain whom they had lust had to 
censure, instructed us not to pick him 
as captain. 

'1 he selectors had no part in the 
decision, of course, and merely had to 
act on It. We turned back to Cohn 
Cowdrey who, as it proved, did a 
great job and won the senes. 

Cohn was our captain throughout 
the 1968 senes agamst Australia, 
which we eventually squared at 'Ifre 
Oval but should have won. England 
had the better of all thiee previous 
Tests but were almost certainly 
thwarted by ram in two'of them. We 
lost the First Test at Old Trafford 
after what at the tune was hailed as a 
classic piece of selectonal misjudge¬ 
ment. We took fourteen players to 
Old Tratford but left out three bow 
lers, David Brown, Tom Cartwnght 
and Derek Underwood 'I'his left ui* 
only tlirc'e bowlers —^now, Higgs and 
Pocock, plus Barber and d’Ohveira, 
who had taken only a handful of 
wickets that season 

The reasoning behmd this was that 
we were bothered about the batting- 
—Ken Barrington had had to drop 
out—and were concerned about mak¬ 
ing enough runs on a dubious pitch. In 
fact, Australia won the toss, made 
310 for 4 on the first day when the 
pitch was at its best and had settted 
the match by then. We might have got 
away with it if we had won the toss 
but, m retrospect, I doubt if we were 
very bright to discard the accuracy of 
both Cartwnght and Underwood. 

We ended the 1968 season—and 
my four years as a selector—hear- * 
tened by our wm at 'The Oval. Some 
good bowlers, notably Snow and 
Underwood, were coming on the 
scene and En^and’s Test prospects 
for tire next year or two looked rather 





Presented to the Queen dunng her welcome but, as far as cricket was concerned 

ill-fated visit to Gildford in 1957 


good But almost atom ewe as 
selectors invohed ourselves 
although with the best possible mo 
bves, in a sad (ontroversy We fed 
fed to find a late leplacement at I he 
Oval for Roger Pndeaux who was ill 
1 thought that Phil Shirpc the deyg 
nated reserve batsman would be 
e«illed up but Ba al d Oliveu"! was 
summoned because the captain had 
become womed about the suitability 
of our chosen bowlers (or late sum 
mer conditions at The Oval Colmhau 
I played for Kent there the week be 
fore the ball had swung a lot and he 
I did not think that Ken Higgs who was 
in the twelve would be (laiticuhrly 
effective 

Since playmgmtlieFirsl lest Basil 
I had taken 40 cidd wickets for Won es 
tershire but he fed not done much 
with the bat He had also not had a 
‘ grrat tour of West Indies the previous 
wmter and as the summer passed we 
had ruled him out of the team which 
I we were pencilling in for that winter s 
I tour of South Afhca We were already 
, overstocked with batting candidates 


After Basil fed made 1SH at J he 0\ il 
we rec onsidered the position but is 
he had been diopped twice caih on 
came to the com lusion that lus in 
nings valuablelhoughithadbccnin 
Us context did not iltc r the judge 
ments made o\ t r the tne Kc t ol the 
past vear 

It was of course (ntiiilv tin 
decision of the sckctois plus tin one 
or two others w ho t \ oAu lo ind not 
all with voting powers sit in on tin 
selection of j touring team No in 
structions wc re give n us bv Mt t 
the 1CCB was not vet Innn Kiev 
never wen given except on those 
rare occ asions wht n for disc iplmarv 
reasons we were told that playcis 
wf re not available for sc Itc turn Close 
as captain m 1%7 w is one t xampit 
Wardle in 19% 19 w is another and 
more recently the ba im d players of 
the 1982 team in South Atni a 
We were not so uigenuous as to 
Ignore the likely hubb ib which might 
follow the non selection ol Basil We 
knew that it would be easier to pick 
him than to leave him cut But 1 


iiiv sc It tliouglil and J be Ik \ f that the 
othc r St k c t rs did tini — Ifel it would 
be gi isiiv wionganduttcrlv against 
thi piimiplcs on which >ui selectors 
work il wc illowid ouisc Ivc s lo be 
uiflm nt t (I bv considt rations outside 
ti'ckct W< UK lude d Basil in the list of 
It (Ht whci would replace any of 
•hosi who dropped out before or 
duiim,iht tour Ihu<- when Tom 
t 11 iwi iglit withdiew m St ptember 
B isil I lint into the idt iri his place as 
I imil 11 tvpt of bowler uideedan 
ill touiukr 

I he subsf tjuc nt It di tions of the 
Soutl \iriC€iiiGovcrnmtnlanciot 
MCC arc Uki well known to need 
cldboiation here J thought some of 
the cMbcismfiredatus much of it 
from (Kople tnbiclv ignorant ol the 
iIKktimgarguments wasimredible 
We wert foi example caUed politi 
ally naive He aveii help the world if 
se let tors of ciicket teams have to be 
politicdllv sensitive oi are instructed 
feom above to select on political 
giounds 
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tf\im to iDisi I 
II (mil'>01111 

I 11( I I I ( 1 i/\ (Ok i\ 
oLiv limit ill inssur it 
till IIIK tlllU \oil iKlk 
Voiit livoiiiitc tittiud 

[)iii ot )c III im d It iliilitv 

Yon 'iinli iiitt Ihit 
amuDt I sliiil [l>(\ lit 
Pit to' VotiK j< iil\ lor 
tilt Hu (.oniibul to 
rotrl (iKkit 

I’ll p 11 itions il>\ ivs 
t lit Hit nielli lx < (( ^ou 

(iolltlllM I (I t lllllip'' 
N< piolikni lilt oitlioilox 
u ( Mu ti ulitimiil until id 
piliii) III I I ir I I ( t 

111 till I I \ \ s t li ii 

tiiti I lx inn \ iti If 
do Mrltll 1 ll ill t l« I ti I 
th< iltu wliili III! 
|H)''(\« riii> si IV up ti tiii> 
to V) uilist ind (It sun i 
lilt ll ill litirnilivi 
Dili (Iltu vout next 
III i)or 11 k I to V iptiiu 
Ihi pit!hoi voiii lIioui foi 
10<1 pm 1 ilw i\ it 1 
pri I null Yon si t in i iilv 
ll It ind hiillv voui vouiik 
hiotii I to itu 11(1 till III I 
llu iitv stint noiniillv 
ihokid Aitli whiiuiii It it 
til ill now til mint with 
I ll k< ti 1 o' ill in s 
I ipi ind I I s 
I \i tv twi ntv two V irds 

til n I 1 St p II III pitih 
Wltl till WUkitkllfX' ot 

nil ^Miiii h III))n mil. tin 
tun lip ll 1) wilts It m 
idiimitiiy iiiitili Hundnds 
f (h dll imi t in I 
( I ll (t In III 011 iiiist d 
1(1 111 tdv in I lit in 

s I iiilt nil oils pio|7it^s 

1 itl It I it St ( Ills t > lx OIK 
lilt lolls tiliii 111 iitkct 
Ni iitidl until s .111 m 
viti d to unipiit I icliginie 
Mil viiHitdahs III lull thi 


foinulitn ot till tos (oin 
pit ti Ymii I lid 1 III VI stt 
tot till \iinii ll (now hiiiiiii 
111 ^ moil liii(uintl hjtidh 
I) IV (. Iltkl I M Iti ll 

Koid till kit 111 < till 
pm nt loiiii ol till pmt is 
i 1 Hill ot lion ms iiiiiti 
t until ^ It t ik( St vi r il 
SI isons ol di t nil d itudv to 
oiriitlv )udn tlx bminu 
oil till buildini's in tin 
Ml lintV I nliki till It nil 
lionil tom I I III kit I 
111 w ll ill ll It t ijiiiv lit nt 
i III III iiitioduiid into till 
I'lMii 1' inv t i( 

Yt till st III 1 tlx in Mill 
till ( inv IS I) ill IS dip|x d in 
I blit 1 1 1 ll w itti \ w< t 
bill inn< I 'll 1 1 unit d illi i 
I )iiiili I n 11 ll ti ol viis 
I It I 1 M t I ( n Idiiu 

Ilk l 11 111 I I I ll 
I nvi III II Iv I i III I I 

I) ill iiiti lilt p 11 ll I 
n int w III I I ( hind niid ft 

lilt II ot I nil llu It I 
(III iiiKtil iintv I will (III r 
tilt K imt will Ik pi Hi d to i 
tini ll Ol not till hittiiu 
sidt niiv diiidi tint it 
uouk) 1)1 inort si nsibk to 


i OIK Ilk 1 Mini thin wiat 
It o It ill till siiri Xrid fin illv 
Hum is lilt stroiii. tknii.nt 
ol uni 11 1 lint V ‘s to 
will tillr i bitspiin his 
l-oiu 111 to hit ofiit iwiit 
Ol m v( I It ill 

1 1 1 mi issurt V ou that 
toadiiiilttis iioinpktilv 
diltui.iit bill Kiiiu How 
It IS must bt idi pt it nun 
ot ivririK livtn nivi(»atinp) 
llu ir w IV ll lilt top ol till ir 
inn uj) Hitsmiii must be 
V 1^1 ml i^iinst llu lull that 
It IISOI kids dttI pitihing 
on I ttmiiiKiv liitmkss 
stoiK iliip Hut spirt I 
tlx 11 } lit tm tlx fuldtts 
whohivt ihi most dtinin 
dim 1 1 k of ill I III Ilk r 
must till us itit tilioii pt 1 pi 
tu illv on /us t mu s lli it 
h< d II n' i ml up iti hiiiK 
bit I m pUuiiL. Ill I 
IK It hi 11111. 11 ll h 

I 111 It ids lx 

mil k I 111 u\ 1\ 
inrii I Mil I i II h 11 t in 
Iht tu Id ohsiiutli n s 111 
till luvin} mu list 1 
inatili lx I lust >t this Mv 
1 ipt iin di idt d IK 1 ti; po t 


a fielder on the long on 
boundarv as a car parked 
llieie was doing the need 
tul With one ball remain¬ 
ing Iht batting side needed 
four runs to win with the 
last batsman at the crease 
1ht task seemed unpossi 
bli 1 Ik batsman lifted the 
bill to the detp expelling 
to get |ust a single But 
thtrt was a change in the 
tu Id Ihi owner of the tar 
Ind driven off—^hi got four 
()nl\ It such games can 
umpirtsbt ovtrruled The 
uinpiri I m bt ve lied at and 
niidi to changt his mind 
Aigumcnts arc as frtquint 
as lost balls When things 
rtallv stilt hotting up the 
pievbt irds on the balco 
nit s in dskt d to inter 
vent iirespcitive of 
wbetliir or not thev have 
httn watt lung the gamt 
I his IS the oniv brand of 
tn< ktt wheit vi>ur biggest 
SIX eiins vou infmiv I 
once timid a shot to 
pttktlion light Iron* the 
nil ll ot the bit Fven as 
till bill soaitd to the third 
llooi lilt umpire was 
ill ladv signalling a SIX But 
nv elation was shoit lived, 
toi till bill hid sailed 
siiiooililv through a wui 
ilovv I III strict was dt • 
iriidm 11 onds 
1 ht iioisv post morli m, 
tlu ithts ind puns They 
ill idd fi till lun that com 
IS with this highly special 
isid a! mil Never tned it 
lx Ion'' (ict involved in the 
loc ll gamt in the next 
hylanc You 11 soon be an 
iddiit but remember the 
lardmal lule—no one is 
ever dt dared leg before 
wicket 

Dont tomplam the next 
tunc vou have nothing to do 
during a bandh Ihe au¬ 
thorities make all the 
necessar\ arrangements to 
ensure that people do not 
waste the day don^ no¬ 
thing ** 

Make the most of it Hit 
the roads It s one dav y«l 
cant get run over 

Barry O’Brien 


A fielder must focus attention perpetually on his 
game so that he doesn t end up catching a batsman m 
a neighbouring match 




ABJUNA AWARBBIS A EX-OLTMnAHS 
come and share yonr experience 
Ibr the development of sports 





Remember your days of glory?You brought 
pride and fame to the country The country 
IS proud of your skill, ambassadorship and 
contribution Sports Authority of India, 
the apex body of sports, invites you to 
come together and contribute your 
expertise for the development of sports in 

the country 

Keeping in view, the VV I P status that 
you enjoy in the world of Sports, S A I has 
earmarked special blocks at different 
stadia at Delhi The special blocks will be 


reserved permanently for your benefit 
durmg any events at Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, Yamuna Velodromei National 
Stadium, Talkatora Swimming Pool, 
Tughlakabad Shooting Range and Hauz Khas 
Tennis Stadium 

S A I also intends to bring out a Directory 
of all Ex-Olympians and Arjuna Awardees. 
For 'Identity Cards' and 'Entry Permit' to 
above mentioned Stadia, please send two 
passport size photographs along with your 
full address and bio-data to . 


The Secretary 

SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. New Delhi-110003 

Ooratiom to Sport. Authority of Indi. .ro oxomptad from Incomo 
Section 80 (G) of the Income Tex Act. 1961 
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Pampering 

Usha 


!H(Jl (iH I till ]i>uv,lil\ tujostdthi 
intetMf w with Kij) Knno I sli i is 
tilt b( si thiiii, 1(1 11 ip[K n u Indi in 
ithklK S/xi/isnor/t/iJ) \I lull 1 
Xpiil) 1 w IS I tiifli (lisippDi Uni 
jlitu IS 11 Kkmlii il 111 ,liiisi isilv 
out I tin lh lit si ilhk tt *■ iht 
( mill V Ill's tM I pii d u( il lull lilt It 
1 ilsi Ilt doubt lint Iht thdiiipion 
iiiiiiKi i i\ \tiv t isih biiomi otti 
totiiuk lit I lull pli vit lit pr 111(1 of uui 
\u ndt I mil wt m i] o v< u 
ton tiiitd ibou ltd Intnu Slit 
hiiildbi tiistniMMd iUiihIK but sin 
sliould 111 1 lx I\t I pi iiptitd If ht 
1 lilt I ht 111H.I1I lust 1, tlu w n 
sdtiil >1 111 •spoitsi It nbut lotit 
V\i slidild It tlu lint Hull li\ iiid 
lit 1,111/1 tin t ikiil iiiothti illikUs 
in lilt I iiintu lliouilithtv lit not 
li ill I t ill I ii d IS I sli 1 tlu \ mu 1 Ih 
nil nil it,t d iiul 1 1 mild s< tbit iIil\ 
t( I tiunqiioM. itid will 1 luuls tin 
Lilt lounlii k itlii I tliiiit,i\t lilt 111 III 
iiildiont\ lompkstbtv shouldbt 
111 l|u d to II hii \ t till till b St ind 11 d 
til It <1 lb lx t n sti b\ tlx 11 It Ik d ut 
non 'hi nitli lluitl u it would lx 
iioodidttf usi I 111 tiuitbloi 
ini|)To\iiu. lilt m n I il I nd ml 111 
liidiI IS w1 11 I not -sli nit imij, litt 
illusinoii f 111 I f 
Ah( rhl \1 \R( IIO'-,li 

Pill I till 

Unreasonable 

()\I I Ills t null I St mil fill It isi imii. 
lx 111 111 tlx 11 III I II II n ) S If] iij iiul 
\ isw 111 iih ()i i|u I UI I I 111,1 ind 11x1 
till Atisti il isi I L up It S)i ijj lb 
(It indi ik lilt 1* iriflii nil hisu n w 1 
t\pttun Hisl iliini,IS UI (1 iibttd)\ 
ol 1 Mi\ hikli st mil ml But n it miu li 
itldUioii 11 IS lx 111 ,,i\i 11 ti Ins 
i III ibililits IS 11 (t pt I J hi I ipiblt 
otlt(pinj,\\iLlil 1(1 till lulnnil 
suit 

lixiudiiit. Kit niM It w IS losi\ 
lilt It I i suipii nil. Il< iiiR just 
iboul 111 III liil Itdiii indikss 
til m ibli bit sill 111 lbs pd tom nut in 
Vuslr till w IS n il iiif. u ills out ol tlu 
uidinon 

Visw ui ih on lilt otlit r li iml s in 
dliMitbsivi acti tiid in 
i XI tption iUv taltnu d w u kt tkt epi r 
1 hough 111 has not lived up to the 
promibt that ht had shown as a 


b itsman he is i apubk of g< tting a ft w 
tuns iht belli tins Iktl should tiv 
and si It 11 thi lx st kt t pt r in the 
tountrv Wt want a mxxl 
w It kt tit I pit ind not in utiigt ont 
t ipibk ol biotinginiiiv tuns (iur 
stktiuis st tni to 11 ivt tlx 11 pnontits 
iniM rl up 
HWl 1,110'^H 
Ih //it 

Good team 

llih hull 111 ho kt\ t( 111] his 
iinprovtd igu it ik ilmitient vtars 
lodn ui\ It im 1 in win i 
louininid t Whttht rJiidii wins tht 
in \l It w inlt ni itioii il tom 11 mu nts 01 
not out thing 1 toi suit Indi 1 is 
|X)tt nil illv J \ d \ I'otxl suit With 
si ip|xi Ml iliid gninp tlu iliiust and 
ItikilSmt'l ind Ml’ Mnght iking 
t IK of tlu tkt|idtfdKt Indi I < in 
loit is willkit potht IS 111 m 
sioiiiigi|uitt ibb I lit Ixilf liiu 
w liii h h IS loi u in\ \ t II s bt di tht 
wi ik Imk III till tt im now fits 1 niott 
b il ini < d liKik witli 11 ndt t p Singh 
tw mg tlu Kill (tiiudiiiit Ills 
hopi tins tilt blindotvouth nid 
i xpdiditt will pi IV togi thd foi I it w 
iiion \ i ai s ind bring the t ounti v 
mil i liiiuls 
SlN/\f k\K 
Ml lb Ih 1(1 

Super Sandeep 

nil fl mb >\ ml s iiuli i J) I’ itil hIs 

iiiiilK null It b II k Mil tlu bull 111 
i m 111 11 ltd lutliiix homlin 
bits 11 III IS 111 >. xlliin lit Ins ilso 
impiiMillii 11 Him. I gu it di il Ills 
hi low i\d igi Idltlim w 1 lilt thitf 
Il IS 111 ft I 111 bdrii II It out ol till 
It II1 loi (iiu tinx II St ( us lit has 
will i| n tills ispi 11 ol his g mil md 
I ni i( Il filli t now lid( s Imping that 
till t lit lilt d 11 iddk oidi r h it an in has 
It lint to pi i\ 1 big mniiigs md 
til iigUiLiis tilt tniddk Older of tht 
Indi 111 It nil 
/> A I {KM I 
Ldkulti 


I Once again a reminder 

We appreciate your writing in to 
us but It would be much more 
relevant if you voice your opinion 
on d particular issue rather than 
just state facts that everyons 
else IS already aware of 

Editor 



('hampions Trophy Hockey 


Germany deserved their victory 

Andy O’Brien reports from Karachi on the tournament’s 
conclusion. All photographs by NikhU Bhattacharya 


O NF iiioriiui)! in KcIUlFu I divolvt 
viith III kIiiiik middle tiiiKei on 
rii\ n^lil liciiid tlu on< diid onl\ fin^t i 
ustd In lournilists all inei Uu world 
wliili tvptiiK tliex reports Mvtlnob 
binK lintel w<is soil and swolkn 
Worm d almul how I was f{oini' to 
Ivpf f ran down to Doitoi Ciu/c 
who w IS uLonipinvin). the Indiin 
luKkiv t< im InUtiupliiu' i II iin 
midinK I I lilt d tlu mtdu out ind 
expLiintcl iiiv pioblini 

You hot in inkction lu siid 
You havr lutn hitiiix tout mils 
When 1 insist id tint I had nivti 
done so in ni\ lik he sinilid In 
lumstiiKis \oum> nun Liriutn t 
amts hi Slid with i kn wiru, tiin 
1 he ti nsion ind suspi nsi < I tli< 
tounianii nt ii id e'ol to iiit I |usi h i i 
to admit It I had lu ml so muih ihoiit 
tht (Kid nitiiit nt ilt( touMiinunt 
luiw I could apptiLiltt tin lonslint 
ndtiitltss pitssiiit 

lliL ^Lst tninims win ilw i\ 
till lust In t on pi(Ki Hut w< it t 
WL II h il iiu L (1 idt ind tiillv d( sc t \ l d 
to win (hill hi si (.Inmpions Iropln 
lillt tht ir hist niton in a woitd 
louin mil nt illi t tin xold nit <1 il in Hit 
147' Mtiniih Olvmpits 


In I lourtumiinl ol this naluii 
wilt It \ou mill tin to)) It iin in 
sinndais nui Invt to utilist all tlu 
tharuts \ou fjet 1 oi iii'-t in t m Hu 
mitih i){iiiisl Indiitlu (o mums took 
lull ids int !>;« ottlu It w opiKiituintii 
tint I mil tluii wfi\ Miuomi lht\ 
hid till hmiust piiullN (0111(1 (on 
niswm iiU h( 111 with diiiit mil 
indiidl toils (.aistiii lisaiti tin 
(■itiiiui tu<l liuk wh< w( n tlu to 
nttd iwaid ot tlu I'Iimi ol the 
lournmunt not onh did in (xtnoi 
diiiiu |ob oi lioldinj, tin (Itknet 
intKt l>ut kipt till o]i))osme M’ll 
undtt ton tint Hut it with Ins powti 
lul ind wt II (lilt ( It (I siioi I loiiu I hits 
No othii tt mis (ftoit m (onvtitin;^ 
piinUv lointi immd siiisluton 
ind till ptilup mull tlu nlil 
ditk unit 

I ( ss (VlTivismt thin tlu\ wtn 
(fItiliM till (umi ns itniiiiud Hu 
onl\ iinddiitid k im in tin tom in 
mint md luii a^ain tlu iriclit should 
no to lisilut With him out tiuu 
tvtn 1 would not mind luinn in thi 
shoe 1 ol tlu Citimin eoilki(|His 
1 i ink 1 obi is ind Chiisiian 
St hlie niann H< tw i en Hu ni the v i on 
iteltdonlv hvi goilsmlivt iiirilehes 


tombini lis(htis k insists lit v with 
lilt Inid work ol Sit tan iiliulur tht 
tiieliss itfoits ol 1 kkiid Silimidt nid 
tht snuKith nioMiiiiiiK ol laptani 
Ht int 1 Dopp md \on Inn 1 1 i im that 
will take a lot to hi it 

AHti Hu first two di\s it sttmid 
Hilt the loutn mil nt would he dull ind 
prediilmie with (iiinnm 1 u ilu id 
of the ust md onh \usti iln ij ible 
ol pioMilinn I Simms ilnllmei 

IVut IS till (Ins wtnl b\ lliines 
bt).m to Inpptn Ilu it is tu uih 
thinn IS I loim book in th< C h im|ui ns 
lioph\ and Hit einhtli nismii ot this 
touinmunt pnned this onu ijmhi 
I hisi piieisih win Hu will loii> 
touiinnuiit IS tlu most iltiutne 
hoikix I irniv il on tlu mliriilioinl 
I ui uit 

III split ol lompilints ibout Ilu 
supi) isid I \i t ss ol inti in ilion il h u 1 
(V till SI (Ins till iitiliti (it this nuit 
hi nevii bitiit|Utslioiud C inpu 
bit to tlu Mistiis I ) im II II 111 n 
tennis it hi nips loei Hu i t'u nimol 
woild hoikiv md in tlu i i I ot 1 111 
pu suit nt F lu lint ( / I ih Kipii 
sinliim nmi mm n in Hit Llnm 
pious FiopFn liould Fu Hu. pu itest 
pin lit pi III my plivti 


Indian forwards attack the German goal 






Hassan Sardar exulta aftar acortng the aqualisar against Britain 


rh'iiL,!! thi ci|.htli (hiiiipionship 
111 lint line>1 th< sitiK oinpetitiM U\el 
sit l)\ til s( M ti thil pint did It thi 
t»inii il MSMisns w IS tint the stiii 
ditd (>1 ho(lt\ sitn thri)ut!h<mt th« 
St Mil di\ it tin Ho Kev Llub ot 
Hiki'-ln did not niitdi tin stilus 
I-. 0(1 111 d Mitli tli« touiiiinunt 
ihiit will ri< doubt flishts ol 
biilliiiiit iiid thiillin(> moments but 
thin \Mi( ilso linits (vlitn \ itchuiK 
bei iim I Itdions busiius btidust oi 
tht pool qiiilitx ol flu i,inii 

Jilt It uid bt two rt isons lot 
tills III I til It tlitn IS too mutli 
liotitt h( mi, pin id It piesint 
Stcond tilt loiiditions it Kituhi 
Btiiih Iim nuiillis n i tht sunt 
turns nut It itith loi the Sim nth 
Chimpions liophv Smit thtn thi 
hittit stilt dull ol t itli sidt his hid i 
tdlin;' ilhtl ptuniiih on Ihtii |m i 
lonnantt ind siibst qumtlv oi tin 
stantlitd oi tht Kiiuhi touininunt 
I hi Indiin ind i iMsi mi kams had 
a non St o| piot,T miim Itoni I’citli to 
Karachi wliiU tin Biiti-.hiMit not fir 
behind On th( otliti liiiid the IluUh 
had not plivcd sintt Prith ind thu 
were luiow pii htu I hi onl\ two 
teams that stiuek i it tsoiiabli bi 
lame bttwtin toumanunt pliy and 
periods cf rest wire ^usUalia and 
West (Tennanv a iattoi that no doubt 
helped them to tak< tht top two 
positions It Kirathi 

Plaving in a tournament suih as tius 
required iarefuil> planned prepara 
tion An txccssne build up would 
exhaust the players midway through 


tht tixing witk On the of hit hand 
an undciprtpirtd side—as proved bv 
till Dutch would ilsu run mio prob 
It ms A pel feet balance hid to bt 
found but btith P ikist in ind Jiidi i 
obvioush failed in this tndeutiiii 

C l LINAKY ducussions would in 
notnial eu’tumstanees not lind 
their wav into i repoit ol i hotktv 
tournament but this is a must loi tlit 
standard ol the tournament suffiied 
gieaUv because ol health piobkms 
fated bv tht plavers II tlu Indians 
exptiicnted hissks with tlu lootl in 
Kiruhi one tin well imiguit I lit 
pit the linen! of tht iioiiAsiiii idts 
I )utt h t iptam IK Krui/t w is li u i it d 
bv dystiikn tioin st tri to linish i 
situation sh iied b\ most ol his it iiii 
mates as wtll 

Loeil folk bhmtd tht diiiikine w i 
ter nd not the food lor tht epidt mit 
Whitevei the lust tlu ic suit It 
finittlv icduttd the plavt is to sub pii 
ptilormtis ind tht louinunenl to 
mfdiotrity Ihe touiniintiit it it 
himed the behil thit modtin hockti 
be ns little testmblmte to tht gimf it 
used to be It list) stiessed tint i iih 
world region has its own distuittive 
hockey style ind (lavout 

Pakistan and India have atlcmpled 
ki ai eomnuxiate the essence of this 
bland of phvsi al hotkey withn tlu 
framework of their ttaditionai «anu 
But they have tailed to nairiw tht 
existing gap that '■eparates them from 
the European teams who have taistd 
their game to an unprecedented 


pin 1 il IimI lluic vtt It* tinif s in 
K ii It III wilt n 1 woiuU t( d V h It i iiiit I 
w 1 w it liin>, s( int< list w is tlu 
l(\tl ol plivsii il lontut 

lilt so I liltd \ustt linn style ol 
hoiktv sttms II lint boiiowtd tht 
lust i( ituKs tiom tht hut opt an 
ippioith on tht out hind iiid tlu 
\si in on fht othti llicv m isidiint 
on spttd and skill a tin \ u on tht 
until ubkd ixiiitil I litti physiial 
id\ ml qt Iim is pioinbly why tlity 
lint bttii ibli t( iininl nil llit gap 
(It iltd bttvMdi lilt III iiid tlu It nv 
■Is (Icspiu I sk itl\ Ilk ol inipiovt 
mint In tlu litlti 

I Ills bunt I tin loictioiit tht 
qiii slion (I unipiiiiu md how itmpiit s 
slit iild (it li will mtrt isine body phy 
It ppi It Ihil tlu V lint lomt to 
It I ins with lilt li(t tint tins kind of 
piIV IS uitplihlt uilv upt( I limit 
Bui how dot s OIK lit lint ill it limit'' In 
lilt il>stnt< (lliw to pi ok t tlu Ill 
uiniMii —will I iM 1 knell mougli 
mind lit lilt i(iv y ill tiiid lilt nisi Ives 
It tlu K (iviri tml I I Ir t ol flak 
It lilt St nut II I 1 nmptimg at 
Kill 111 w s nils Ills! II loi y it was 
dm s ill ly t I this piolikm whiih in 
luiii ssuiiit iiunini th piopoitions 
(or Asi m iimpiics whi I ij luhind tlu ii 
fottign lOiinUrniUs liu game be 
tween flollind md (ii»at Biitiin was 
sujx I y ise d by India W alia and Pams 
tan Bijwi whose ptobknis wete 
app ire nt I he y h id to t esort to warn 
mgs two vtUow ( lids and a green 
card HI an allempl to keep the game 
under control 





Sounding the boards 

Players (and spectators) did just that 


T he entire 
hockey-pla 


I hockey-playiTiK world 
descended on the harbour 
city of Karachi and the 
throng; of players, officials 
and media representatives 
converged on the Taj 
Mahal Hotel. Normally 
flooded with Arab tourists, 
the hotel was transformed 
into a spurts resort where 
every second person was 
clad in shorts and a T-shirt. 
The 440-room hotel was 
crammed to capacity and on 
the sur&ce, it would seem 
that everyone was having a 
jolly good time. Not so. 
^neath the casual look of 
dtose who strolled the 
corridors and the lobby was 
a combination of tension, 
exhaustion, sometimes 


discontent and often 
boredom. 

Tension and exhaustion 
resulted from the nature of 
the event that was in 
progress at the Hockey 
Club of Pakistan Stadium; 
discontent and boredom 
from the conditions 
prevalent in tlus part of the 
subcontinent. 

Boredom isa horrible 
disease to suffer from; and 
it was in epidemic form 
through the ten-day 
tournament. Each visitor 
could, if he so wished, 
count the number of steps 
they took along the 
pavement outside the 
hotel. And whoever 
desired a change from 
airconditioned comfort 


lazed around by the 
swimming pool which was 
the star attraction for the 
Europeans. 

A predominant complaint 
among the visiting teams 
and media men was the 
usual stomach upset. 

Every team had its share of 
players feeling 
uncomfortable because of 
the food. 

The Tag Mahal Hotel 
gave the Pakistan Hockey 
Federation concessional 
rates which included food 
and lodging, .so it would be 
unfair for anyone to blame 
the hotel caterers for what 
they produced. In spite of 
their professed dislike for 
spicy food, the (Jerman 
team was always outside 


the dining room well before 
the scheduled tune tor 
lunch or dinner. As one 
hotel steward put it. “They 
enjoy it so much, but when 
they fall ill they complain 
about the food.” 

Perhaps no city in the 
world has seen as much 
international hockey as 
Karachi. The spi awhng 
city, the largest in any 
Muslim country, is trapped 
between the sea on one 
hand and the deM'ri. on the 
other, giving rise to 
strange climatic conditions. 
The I'.uropean teams were 
lucky to avoid playing under 
the scorching sun thanks to 
a three tliousand ilollar 
iint'stnient by the PHF 
which lit up the picturesque 


Th« Qarman team waa always outsida tha dining room wail bafora tha scheduled time for lunch or dinner 





NikMBhatta^trya 
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Hockey Club of Pakistan 
Stadium. 

Nearly all the matches 
were played either under 
floodlights or during the 
latter part of the evening, 
when conditions were 
easier and the sun had lost 
its venom. 

Karachi is divided into 
two sections. The town, 
which is similar to Old 
Delhi; and the city, 
beautiful and spacious like 
any other modem 
metropolis. The Hockey 
Club Stadium and the Taj 
Mahal Hotel fell within city 
limits and each day on the 
way to the stadium we 
passed the local Naval 
Headquarters with gunnery 
artefacts decorating us 
surrounding gardens. Each 
day 1 wondered how we 
foreigtiers, especially 
Indians, were allowed so 
close to the naval command 
post of what .some petiple 
like to classify as a 
nol-so-fnendly country 

When 1 received luv 


Crowds at various internotional 
tournaments have their own methods of 
cheering or jeering. Here they showed their 
feelings by bonging the advertisement 
boards around the stadium 


Pakistan visa, on dose 
scrutiny 1 read the 
instructions that forbade us 
from entering any military 
or cantonment area. Yet 
we passed the Naval HQ 
every day and on inquiry it 
came to,light tliat the 
hotel and the stadium 
where fhif tournament was 
being held-^and where we 
were si^ending all our 
time—were both strictly 
speaking in the cantonment 
area. 1 wasn’t allowed to be 
tliere! 

Crowds at various 
internatiotial tournaments 
have theii' own methods of 
cheering or jeering. Here 
they clapped and whistled 
lor a good piece of play and 
even occasionally disturbed 


the silence and tension with 
an odd cracker. 

But the oddest mode of 
showing tlieir feelings was 
by banging the 
advertisement boards 
around the stadium. The 
entire first row of the 
eastern section of the 
ground sat with their feet 
dangling over the ledge of 
the stands and whenever 
noise was called for, all 
they did was bang their feel 
agamst the tin boards. The 
sound was deafening. 

7'here was this one 
gentleman sitting below the 
Press Box who became 
quite popular with those 
around him. He had this 
ability to make loud clear 
bird calls for durations as 


long as a minute, no easy 
tasic. His repertoire cut 
through the silence and was 
fairly entertaining. But 
nothing could surpass the 
comment he made when 
Indian goalkeeper Rawat 
made some brilliant saves 
against Pakistan. Very 
matter-of-factiy he let his 
friends know, "Atreyeh 
log ke Hye tho bitagwan 
Ivmmnan ktiud khel raha 
hai. "Wliether Hanuman 
who syinbolises strength 
and ptiwer in the Hbdu 
religion had really lent his 
weirfif to the Indian effort 
was debatable, but the 
notion canned a welcome 
element of comic relief. 

Our friend even carried a 
Watchman (a miniature TV 
set the size of a walkie 
talkie) to view Uie 
higlilights of the Asia Cup 
cricket final. But he soon 
lost interest in tlie cricket 
when Pakistan went 1-0 
ahead agamst their 
traditional hcxrkey rivals. 
MfOWtntHanM 


Perhaps no City In the world has seen M much ifitemational hockey •• KaracM 




Collision 

course 

NikhU 

Bhattacharya 

presents the action 
at the Champions 
Trophy hockey 
tournament at 
Karachi 


(R(ght) Shahid collides with the 
West German goalkeeper Frank 
Tobias to miss a golden scoring 
opportunity 

(itipp) This photograph shows 
how eiosaly India’s gifted 
forward Shahid was marked by 
Germany's Marldtu Siawyk (no. 
12 ) 
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What you want and what you get could differ a lui While the English team might want Fred to open die bowling 

they have to make do with the likes of Gieg Thomas 
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Qiaham Gooch the man of the match takes a short one from Marshall on his shoulder 
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Desmond Haynes (top) misses the tine off Emburey and 
finds Downton whipping off the bails while Phi) Edmonds 
(above) would not take off his helmet even for a glass of 
water On the other hond Greenidge (right) can see well 
enough through his sun glasses which he wore to protect 
an eye injury to clout Emburey for six 


• ,^ 1 / 


^ ■f’fl 


mm 











his inning:_ 

399 West Indies won the Test by a margin of seven 
wickets 


Rirhie Richat dson in full crv aaainst Greq Thomas during There was action outside the ground too. 

his innmgr, o! 102 in the West^ndies first inriings score 0 ? Indians protest tlw !? 


have played in South Africa. The dumn^ is adorned with 
currency notes and swastikas 
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Botham departs and it's time for h'lgh-fivesi 
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A ir Infia’s Cauvay 
made a perfect landing 
at Sharjah International An- 
port Its smooth touch¬ 
down could draw a parallel 
with d»e calm waters of the 
river after which the Airbus 
has been christened. 

First impressions 
Amazement at the ex- 
(juisite architei ture of the 
terminal (luilduig, the plush 
lounge and the commend¬ 
able neatness all around. 

The only discordant note 
was .struck by a Customs 
official who, unlike the 
businesslike though very 
polite Immigration corps, 
sou^t to, well, throw his 
wei^t at us. 

The drive to the Sharjah 
Continental Hotel, the 
nerve centre of the Roth¬ 
mans Challenge Cup—the 
teams and mediamen were 
housed there and the CBFS 
had a liasion setup—was 
pissing. To put it econo¬ 
mically. 

The highway was flanked 
on either side by acres of 
sand, only occasionally one 
saw neatly barricaded con¬ 
struction sites. For the un¬ 
initiated, it was an unique 
experience being part of 
the zooming all left-hand- 
drive traffic. 

A more-than-pleasant 
surprise awaited us on 
screeching to a halt in tl^ 
Continent portico: a 
warm salam by the Sikh 
doorman, and a knockout 
smile by the Filipino recep¬ 
tionists. 

Despite our intention of 
IH’olong^ the checkittg-in 
formalities—after all, 
beautiful smiles can spell 
magic in alien territory— 
we were dismissed from 
the counter within minutes. 
Of course, after being told 
"Do have a pleasant stay. ” 
And. we did. 

hits the eye 

straight away—and really 
so—^is the abundance of 
greenery. Yes, all real, 
transplanted though it may 
be. It is no exaggeration to 
state that some of the tree- 
lined niads in Sharjah would 


Oil, Porsche and 
cricket 

edipse tlw tree-filled ave- aflame the passions of the 
nues of New Delhi. (X predominantly expatriate 
course, one can, m the (Indian, Pakistani and also 

distance at night, view the Sri Lankan) population, 
flares from the oil wells. The split into Indian and 
And, yes, the roads. To Pakistani camps is almost 

say that they’re perfectly even, 

maintained, is an under- Crkket buffs from as far 

statement. To the motor- away (by UAE standards) 
ing aficionado, nothing as Abu Dhabi, three high-' 
would be more aesthetical- way-hours are needed to-' 
ly satisfying than accelerat- bridj^ the Abu-Dhabi- » 
ing on the Sharjah roads as Shai^ distance, not to " 

also the Sharjah-Dubai speak of Honda and Pors- 
highway. die-loads of fens from the 

Dubai, inddentally. is 20 neighbouring Emirates of 
minutes of highway-iqg Ajmen and ^s-el- 

from the centre of Sh^ah. Khaunah, converge onto 

Both are, however, sepa- the Sharjah Cricket Sta- 
rate Emirates. Five otl^s dium finr fedo-Pak duels, 
complete the United Arab ITckets, as is the Sharjah 
Emirates jigsaw. tradition, are sold out well 

The Sharjahites are prin- in advance of the action 

cipally turned on by three proper. As no one venue 
spurts: camel racing, foot- holds a monopoly over 

baD and cricket. But it's blackmarketing of sports 
only cricket which sets tickets, there is a thriving 



The Sharjahites are principally turned on 
by three sports: camel racing, footboll 
and cricket. But it's only cricket which 
sets aflame the passions predominantly 
expotriote population. The split Into 
Indian and Pakistani camps is almost 
even 


blackmarket for cricket 
tideets in Shariah. 

You have dne stars from 
Bombay crossing the Ara¬ 
bian Sea to cheer the India 
outfit; millionaires from 
Karachi boosting the 
morale in the Pak camp, 
and Sheikhs atid Emirs 
aplenty from the Gulf, en¬ 
joying the fere on display. 

TIm Indian movie idols— 
the Khan borthers, Feroze 
and Sanjay in particular— 
are permanent fixtures in 
Sharjah tourneys, enhance 
the starry status. 

Feroze, who was prom¬ 
oting his newest film during 
last November's Rotiunans 
Challenge Cup there, felt 
extremely let-down after 
India’s defeat to Pakistan, 
that he cut short his stay, 
saying: “It’s kind of silly 
saying you’re an Indian sup¬ 
porter. After the defeat 
(against Pakistan) it’s be¬ 
come embarrassing stating 
one roots for India. I’m 
flying back.” 

Clearly Feroze will not 
be alone in hoping for a 
more rewarding essay by 
the Indians in the Austr^- 
sia Cup. Many, like the 
turbaned civil engmeer 
from Abu Dhabi, who was 
"disgusted” at the Indian 
performance during their 
last visit to the gulf, will be 
looking forward to a repeat 
of the Asia and Rothmans 
Cup-wnnning wizardry. 

Tailpiece: One gathers 
that only the police force in 
Sharjah is not very enthu¬ 
siastic about frequent inter¬ 
national engagements with 
willow and leather within 
their jurisdiction. Reason: 
it’s o^y when cricket fix¬ 
tures are on that they really 
have to work, disdplining 
the traffic and clearing the 
VIP gate of star-gazers! 

One really doesn’t know 
how the Dobermans—^who 
patrol the VIP enclosure— 
feel about spending in ex¬ 
cess of seven hours 
amongst rumbustious hu¬ 
man beings. Any guesses? 
iataMlm fMv MW 







Jheiv it an uneasx bihnte 
m the air It lasts, a long 
moment Iht crouds are 
running out of patience A 
little while ago tlxv were 
jostbng pushing and yelbng 
at the\ nulled about in a 
mood of fienzied e\ate 
meat But it has been a 
king wait tor them Thev 
have beta belt sime earlv 
morning and now the angr} 
aftetnoon sun melts t\erv 
thing in a blistering beat 
showet Still then is no 
sign of the man the\ ha\e 
tome to gietl 

Then suddenh there is 
a commotion on the tar side 
ol the toad A shining ntw 
Maruti can bedecked with 
fkmcis and piloted be a 
pail ol stwde outndert on 
tmloi i\<lts life he s the 
Pit ImmcdnU l\ the 
Lioud cxplodts with a 
dt lit rung roir of jo\ Iht 
shmk n i\t sit offh\ thtit 
dm ting IS ptntned as 
much I' the skin as b\ the 


T hai wi*- th< tlimax of 
Iht innudl drami Cal 
(uttis sotcti tiansfcis 
llnmi thcit IS so quinUs 
St mill ol the cit> s uniqut 
chaiacftt its vibrant soul 
Its iid/i lor bocter hero 
worslup 

lilt, sotcer ikxk in the 
life of 1 Calcuttan never 
bttips Once the cuitain 
goes up amid the di/7v 
dtlinuni of the transfer sea 
son tht devotees of the 
stKcer god attune them 
St Ivts to a gradually unfold 
mg scenano that stretches 
ovci an enlut viar 
And just as tht game is 
all running jumping kick 
mg—a host of powerhil 
a^e sportsmen caret ring 
up and down the field—the 
fans probably the most 
fanatical in the country 
match that pact m the 
stands and on the streets 
whooping hoUenng para 
ding, hating The spec 
tacular outpouring of emo 
tion that we witnessed that 
afteiTKXin at the Netaji In 
door Stadium, the temper 


Calcutta Football Transfers 




m the air 

Laplerre’s city of joy 
celebrates the renewal of 
its soccer ebullience 



ii ’ 




ary office ol the stale foot 
bail authorities is just 
another way of life in this 
ut> 

Fven if the soccer ilsell 
has been only fitfuOy excit 
mg and the tournaments 
lacklustre the ebullience of 
the fans has not ebbed If 
there were doubts on this 
scoie they were spec tacu 
brly dispelled once agam 
dunng this years football 
transfers Pubhc memory is 
adnuttedlv short but even 
more fleetmg is the mem 
ory of soccer fans The 
poor performances at 
domestic tournaments over 
the last two years were 
suddendly a thing of the 
past The debacle m the 
IhA Shield was swept 
aside the disaster at Tn 
vandrum ignored the sur 
render at Jabalpur forgot 
ten I he likes of Mastan 
Ahmed Bikash Panji or 
Babu Mani started m a 
massive money making 
bmge Fortunes were there 
for the asking 

And of course nobody 
could have asked tor more 
than jamshid Nasim Cal 
cuttas latest soccer mes 
siah In a field of poor 
scorers only ho seems 
equipped to t xecute the 
game s most ci uc lal job He 
IS your mate h winner and 
Jamshid has exploited this 
advantage to the hilt Two 
and a half lakh rupees is an 
all time high, even by Cd 
culta socee*r standards It 
was only fitting that 
Mohamme dan Sporting 
chose to take their costliest 
assc t to the transfer office 
m a tnumphant motoicade 
There eould liave been no 
swcetei a triumph by sign 
mg Jamshid they took the 
wind out ol Fast Bengal's 
sails 

Mohammedan Sportmg 
pipped Last Bengal at their 
own game I he s'*crc‘t of a 
club s Slice ess in playci re 
cruitment depends cm more 
than just the prices of the 
players ITus is a world of 
mtngues, of conspiracies, 
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Euphoria A welcome kisa from Krlahnendu to DetMshIa 


of rrnnipul ition Ihosi who 
ixcd in tht tiiik of tlk 
truk imiiKt lk( 

Andovd thi vt ns nodiih 
Ims (xcmplihfd llu (nt 
bitUr thin I ist Iknt^il 
IV rli ips I ompl ii < lu \ 
brtd b\ tht tlubs sums 
sts Msl Vt II hmdtrtd 
tasl lltnKil to I nil it tx 
tent ihtii (III b( no 
doubt tint tlK tliib has two 
majoi idvmtif,'ts tht most 
enerjtetii stl of uffituls in 
Its ranks combined with 


imprt si\t issets in Its i of 
firs Both Intois tom 
bnitd dttisivtlv hst vtai to 
Hivt ihi m tht stioiiKtst 
foothill tt im in tht 
t oiinl r\ 

Iht simt otfitnis iit 
still in powtr whilt t ish 
h IS t lit Iv lit t n I stiimblinK 
blotk foi CdtuUis Bn; 
Ihitc This lime the in 
itntivt was snatched iwiv 
bv Mohim Ha{;in and 
Mohammed in Spoitinj; 
both of whom made few 


gains It 11 st vt 11 s irinsftr 
ni II kt t t omt 198(1 ind 
tht V wtit dtUmiintd to 
rtvtrst tht ttend whiih 
tht V did w ith silt (t ss 
Humoui hid it that the 
(ontrovtisiil Chtcmi 
OktiiL would be donning 
1 1 t Bt ng il lulours lot tht 
St isoii of 8 (i riit niort 
txplosivtlv the tuidv 
Nigtn in m idt his prt st rit t 
felt the stiongii 0 tw the 
rumour thit ht was joinmg 
bast Bengal bans im 



Fans aurroundJamahId at ha entara the transfer ofdoe 


agined what things would 
be like with Chtema Okene 
plaving ilongsidc Jamshid 
Nasiin and Ifebashis Roy 
But iftci the lesson thev 
leirnl last vear neither 
Mohiin Big in nor Moham 
me dm Sporting could 
alford to give b ist Bengal 
the uppei hand Attoiding 
Iv Iht \ tloscd in on then 
taigels e nlv wrecking 
F IS* Bingil s plans 
Mohammi d in Sporting re 
tuned C heem i luted away 
lamshid Nisiin Mohun 
Baginttisuitd the stivitcs 
ot 1 )i b ishis Rov 1 1 inklv 
if vou tilk storing ixiwei 
the St tliree iii i tut ihovt 
the rest No two opinions 
about fhit And in IWb 
Fist litngil will bt Inrd 
ptesstd to (ombtt the hos 
tilities Ironi ill fliite of 
them As till piottssion 
t storting liinshid to tht 
transft I offiit pissttl bv I 
heird tht k iid tout o( in 
tMibtrint Mohimniedm 
Spoiling olfii111 ont of tht 
intti bthind the tlubs sut 
ttsslul plivtr hunt Wt 
hi\t Hooted F l«^l Btngil 
ht vtlkd sitisfittion 
St tilling to mi\ with the 
swe it sp irkling on his f ite 
He wis tfitiinlv not the 
only man wfo w is sivom 
mg It that niomtnt tin lole 
of a suLcessfiil tlub thief 
His tounltip It in Mohun 
Bagan indtvtiiFast Ben 
gal- wli did not nund los 
mg Jimshid and Debashis 
is thtv hid letained most 
ot tht II kt vmt n in defence 
and midfield were equally 
jubilant But the fat f is that 
merely enlisting tht ser 
vices of better players is 
hardly a gu irantee of sue 
cess Instead what was 
reaUy interesting was* that 
the 198b reshuffle will in 
ail likelihood bring in its 
wake keener competition 
and more entertaining foot 
ball m sharp contrast to 
last year when bast Ben 
gal became too powerful a 
side to be matched even by 
their areh rivals 
Tht transfer of Aloke 
Mukherjee to Mohun 



Jamshid signing In 
favour of his formar club 

Bagan will certainly add 
beef to the club's 
ageing line of defence. De- 
bashis Roy, currently the 
most aggressive forward in 
country, will lend the 
hitherto mediocre frontline 
the necessary cutting edge. 
And Atanu Bhattacharya? 
His appearance in the East 
Bengal ranks brings with it 
an aura of impregnability. 
Delve into the details of 
these changing equations 
and vou reckon all three 


The Mohammedan Sporting procession on its way 
to the transfer office 


have to make way for Ata¬ 
nu? Bhaskar would be the 
last person to let such a 
thing happen, despite the 
tremendous challenge in 
volved. One only hopes 
that competition brings out 
the best in both men, pro¬ 
vided of course Atanu is not 
exiled to the bench for the 
entire season just to shield 
Bhaskar’s prestige. 

I’restige. I'hat is the 
commodity at stake. 'Fhe 
coaches, Amal Dutt, 


Assuming they do, they'll 
give the clubs their 
money’s worth and the fans 
some entertaining football. 

I'he Calcutta football 
transfers have often been 
described by many, includ¬ 
ing thir, writer, as a spec¬ 
tacular farce. Hut, all said 
and done, perhaps one can¬ 
not deny the fact that it 
provides an exciting start 
to the city’s ftxitball sea¬ 
son. The futility normally 
associated with it is gener- 


clubs got what they really 
needed. Only East Bengal 
suffered a setback; there 
can be no other word to 
describe Jamshid’s exit. 

L ooking for intensity? 

Take time out to watch 
the keen competition for 
the post of East Bengal’s 
first goalkeeper. One 
Blathers that Bhaskar 
Ganguly will continue to be 
the si^’s number one vote 
in goal,! but it is as evident 


that Bhaskar is past his 
prime as Atanu is on his 
way up. 

Over the last few tourna¬ 
ments, Bhaskar scarcely 
enhanced his reputation 
and it would now perhaps 
be a little preposterous to 
expect any wonders Irom 
him. If you believe in calling 
a spade a spade, you’d 
admit that his reflexes are 
suspect. 

Will Bhaskar eventually 


Shyam Thapa and Abdus 
Sattar all have to prove 
their worth in the minefield 
of forthcoming tourna¬ 
ments. This year there are 
few complaints they can fall 
back on with regard to the 
composition of their teams. 
The club officials have 
given them almost every¬ 
thing they could have asked 
W: talent, experience, 
youth and glamour. Given 
those four viial ingredients, 
can they ntpuld success? 


ally the result of the poor 
performances that foUow. 
But Calcuttans, have no 
time for regrets. Each year 
brings with it a new season 
of soccei. Each new season 
of scKcer brings with it 
fresh expectations 
And the transfer fort-- 
night celebrates the renew¬ 
al of that ebullient spirit of 
Calcutta, Lapierre’s citv of 
joy. 

SMpniinA OtmafiW 











Nike R or lump it 


Photographs Nikhil Bhandchdrya 


This Ilf' d cut-out of a baskotbali player atanda 
oentri utta’a room 



V 



Part of the Nike shoe 
range 

A LITTLE healthy com¬ 
petition never hurt any 
one On the contrary, it has 
only helped to hone the 
competitors' stalls to levels 
closer to perfection And 
that IS where the common 
man comes out the winner 
Beitmsportorbusi 
nesb (ompetition always 
benefits the third party in 
sport you see photo 
finishes and better timings 
In business you get better 
products and service And 
what if you combine the 
two'* That IS where the 
advent of Nike (pronounci </ 
Ni key) into the Indi m mar 
ket vi^l count 
Still aw iitii clearance 
fromthi Indian govern 
mciK Nikeaieplanrangon 
cntei mg the Indian market 
tlirough a tie up with Bur 
roughs Wellcome one of 
the leading pharmaceutical 
manufacturers m die coun¬ 
try And even though most 
plans are stiU at the draw 
mg board stage, Nike has 
already sent shudders 
down the backs of all the 
Indian competition Fhe 
foremost sports goods 
company in the Urated 
States of America, Nike is 
well on Its way to capturing 
parts of the European mar¬ 
ket that used to swear blmd 
by the German brand 
names—Adidas and Puma 
And just their formidable 
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Border still captain, 
Matthews still clown prince 


A llan borjji k is sujj 

captain of tht Austri 
turn cncktt team ind (ireg 
Matthiws still Its down 
prim ( C oniiovt rsits 
which hutni d niid reason 
sniouJdt I kss and less and 
if all s not light in tritketing 
links Down Under thtn 
things irc at least less 
(ink 

Border led his team 
home from a disappointing 
tour of New Zealand with 
Its pnde dented by a lest 
senes loss but with ton 
solation success in a four 
match limited over senes 
it might have escaped 
attention in the Northern 
Hemisphere where the 
West indies have cowed 
the I nglish lion and where 
bn Lanka has upset Fakts 
tan, but momentous things 
have been happening down 
south this sumnu'r 
A New Zealand cncket 
team with the uispuational 
leadership of Jercm\ Coney 
grabbed Australian cncket 
bv the tail and shook it k 
won Its first lest and its 
fiist senes on Australian 
soil before Christmas re 
turned home and Ik. at their 
tiaditional rivals again 
I heir pre Chnstmas vk 
lory wis eonvincuig and 
though the win at home 
came slightly agamst the 
cKlds It tonlinui^ a sub 
stantial rc vision of st t dings 
in woild eneket buices 
sivc vKtoiieS in Test senes 
push New Zealand ahead of 
Australia m the hvpotlietit 
il world tdnKthg Add to 
this the fict thkl Ni*w Zea 
land has not lost a Jest 
seiits It home sihte IM?*! 
and the unfashionable Kmn 
loom laiger m intc mational 
rockonmg 

lhi4 has been a hectic 
ummer perplexing and 
Ncith dNNnehtS both dis 

4 < 


Icstcful and inspiring 
1 (Miming large were Boi 
ders performances at the 
cxease and his remarkab’t 
candout and diplomacy off 
the field Fate put him in 
charge of a voungand on i- 
sionaliy characterless side 
and though he was fn 
quentiv its most productive 
and resilient member he 
had to endue media barbs 
and to accept responsiblity 
for Its failures Ihe Aussie 
captain suffered peisonal 
hurt this season He st t his 
own goals high but was left 
in charge ol and responsible 
for a group of players which 
cuuidn t set and mtK t sum 


larly high standards 
Ihe Austtalian team has 
undoubted potential and if 
It athie ved nothing else this 
seison It staked its own 
future with the discoveiy of 
players of the ability of 
Stephen Waugh and Bruce 
Reid But when immechate 
spoils are c ountc d to quote 
in old snd disreputable 
country song New Zealand 
got the gold mine and Au 
straha the shift 

Oic pi< ss was merci 
less Reaction to Austra 
lias perfonnances begaii 
with tepid condemnation 
and progressed ui degrees 
towards rapid disparage 


ment Fven the 'polite 
Australian daihes dished 
outthevitno! 1 hat Border 
retained his cool and his job 
ui the face of a hail of 
enticism is one of the small 
miracles of the summer 
He remained the scapegoat 
for the performances of a 
team which had shoitcom 
mgs but was largely the 
victmi of the Australians 
msatubk desire for sue 
cess Most cncketmg na 
tions iccept that success is 
cyclical and that each lugh 
can be preceded oi fol 
lowed by a complementiii 
low during which rebuilding 
IS achieved Austialiansu 
fuse to accept that as i f ict 
of sportmg life and levtr 
mg winners over all others, 
set expectations tcni high 

I Austi iliins simply | 

glance at the plus side ol 
the summer s ledge i the y II 
find that the v disco\ired ui 
David Boon and (uoff 
Marsh a sobd opening p in 
neiship, in lim Zoelirn j 
wicketkeeper (1 w uld 
class in B I c Reid , 
another pi n u itive fist | 
bowk r In Stc phtn W cugh 
an alli undti who has iKen 
compiled favourabiv with I 
(jitg Chappell and m ' 
Matthews the most con i 
troversial but mat ke table I 
lace m world cncket 

Matthews is news | 
Where he goes for better ' 
or worse controveisy lol 
lows He was the talkmg 
point of the summer 
brought tans out m their 
thousands to hail oi heckle , 
hun and divided the com | 
munity between love ms 
and hiate ms New Zealand 
kms besmirched a leputa 
hon for politeness which 
approaches docihty by laun 
ching a hate campaign 
against Matthews which 



There was tension between Hadlee and his team- 


anates but leiatlons are now cordial 





_ 


Greg Matthews remains one of crickets most outrageous characters 


btcamt It Ruhr htadliiu 
fodder in AuMrihi 

IJunnR Ihi fii St 11 st it 
Wellington i spiititor with 
< ro mdgiion st nsnitv 
bimiggled 1 toilti set! 
through giound sduritv 
and hut ltd it at Austi ill in 
oullitldir (jtolf iVlirsh 
Anotlu r tultuic d individu il 
thitw T hird lioilid tgg at 
Iht i qu ills h ird built d 
Mattht w s signalling tht 
stall (f open war on llit 
flambosant ill roundel No 
entkettr touring Ntw Zt i 
land has been forttd ti 
enduie the torrtiu ot abusi 
winch bttame tht norm 
whtn Mitthtw-wis it 'itgt 
The cimpaign btiamt so 
sophistK ated that a tiothmg 
Lompan> pioduted i popi 
lar lint ot I hate Greg 
Matthews tee shirts Salt s 
I boomed when Matthews 
' modtiled tht line for Au 
strahan newspapers 
Matthews was to a dt. 
gree an agent in his own 
j^rsecution He happilv 
antagonised crowds at 


Itsts ind out d iv ni iliht s 
iiid rtnnund silent when 
(he (hilllinn ot tlu Ntw 
/i il itul (. ru kt 1 Cl un il 
Hob V init btggtd Ntw 
/i il iiidiis to titat him 

IllOU kllUiK 

Ik tested the limits ol 
the tiowds loltniKt it 
e Mn ipfx n mit le iihing 
hi luighl in tht tiiiil one 
du m it( h III fiont ot 
fi(»(H) It Autkhtid Iht 

m Itch w is an itli mpt it 
i( ( om ill ition he twe < n 
Ntw /tihndtis snd i visi 
ii r thc\ felt Ind been isktd 
to tike loo niuth Hit 
<r<wd siliited Mitthews 
when lit made 'll as Au 
stril I bitted lust ind 
might h ivt h iiltd his st Ice 
tion IS III in of the miUh 
but good intentions lidtd 
with the little min (rt iting 
ntw lontieveisy 

Mitthtws ippeiitd to 
step 0111 tht bounda'v lint 
t iking the i itih which dis 
nusstd Richard liaditt litt 
in Ntw Zealand s innings 
Whtn the umpire signalled 


SIX Milthtws ptoUsltd 
el limed tht tateh was fm 
ind imnie di ittl\ er isc d the 
gexHl It (ling tlu m <ti li h id 
gent I iltd 

IK It minis iR it irI 
n St iiiti Cl us liii 
Kills 111 we\t I 111 1 
t IMIS till ilnliti t (< mpli 
ti i nl III nil II il V with 

ihiliti 

III St ison tnils will 

Nl w Zi il mil Miki I in i 
new high md the gimt in 
\iistiilii in 1 iieietn d 
but titlintil I w Linei 
li IS bee (line i i edible Kiwi 
it lele 1 md )])(I itmg with 
( lit md s nsitiMtv the 
N< w Zt il rid se It (t is 
hi\( hifniii till tisk ot 
piimieiting the eountiv 
lounge I p nils int tlu 

I ( st spotl ghl 

I lines lit ehmging Rt 
tntiiunts md teeonsiriii 
tion lit Miiinment I iit Itii 

I I uini 1 I w holts lit 
ihmgts 11 w hi dtiaved In 
the t irt lul mliorlue tion o* i 
new gtntnlion of plaiers 
on Nt w Ze iland s t xtendt d 


(III I I nel 1 1 mill le it 

It s he 11 in i \ iling 
Int tlilt II I M 1 il wii 

II III 111 In I II illie his 
mule I III I le ntiihu 
li II II \e V Ze il nd enekit 
will II III Ml Miktts m 
six lists I 1 m elllklt s 
I isi I wime i liti 1 he le 
w le iisi m mid st isonbt 
iwii n M idli ( iiiilIns te mi 

III lies b It III itions iie now 
iiuliil mil the Kiwi ill 
loundii 1 loi king lotw lid 
t the f iighsli loin met to 
his 1 (lie lit SI isim with 
N (imgli inishiit 

\u'-ti iliin mil (I piob 
111 Ihsii I vt I fmishtri 
kit king It ell ti dt ith 
V\1 m n the pi iitis md tlitii 
piihiu 11 ill e tint tlu sum 
mil w isn t ititiielv mgi 
lilt nul ittpt the pottn 
ti il the ) 1 mi side sliows 
the V L 111 itle iipt to itgim 
the ihtri hen position \ii 
sti illm ti Ill net i t i 
pud is I right 

Ster« McMorrm 
Mnv Zaatemf 
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r Ml)I hul>t)lmK 

I nliclc IK«. 

► I I« of ll» m I'-t 

Un( c|u ilifiiisto Lh( 
il I iikIukI hiss( u<11\ 

) t( It ihk ti III il ( hr r 
pit stn t tr It in < 111 t 
till iiiph It \V( mil) \ 
i tiyl 111(1 II ipi Mr > K ( \ ill 
pioV< I mu h lx tl< r 
t.xi« titnic 

Shi h IS II I ons to lx 
optniiisiK 1 npl inti was 

looktd upon IS until tdoKs 
whi II thi V lilt t till miKlitv 
Ku SI Ills m I It Cl III 
w inn nil k iiiu I In rc 
tvtri tom I ins th it lh< 

111 lt( Il iiutitit I iki ihiiv\ 

' )H on till 1 ni,Usl in n i\t 
liislcad to sill n i P il>hv 
liohson s ill ti It 1< IS tht 
lilt II Hunt i1 ml i s mi t 
il itispii it ion 
I hi f<us 1 ms wi It 
pioinpl to (lift I t s u ( 
mil hr littli Iht I iif li h nm 
iiisislinpthit kiissiins 
wt rt M I to I otiit I ) thi 
noil 1 tht Si isoii si II ti d 
oiil\ 111 thi middli oi 

I in 1 irv itid till I ( h IS 

il irdiv Ixt n iiiv tiiiii to 
'•ittli down Hilt till truth 
IS th It Kiissi ins h id sp lu d 
nodfoit topithii tuiiKth 

II till past ft \v months iiid 
thi\ lit 11t h III t ill lit \t1 
thi 1 ni!li h won I In \ 

lit stnid to win 

III mipit w is tuitiid on 
hi (.licis VV iddli who not 




Dtogo Maradona (1^) The poison cama out Haapat squabblod, manhandlsd a rsfan 


onl\ St oi I 1 till sf 1 1 

Koil hut ils III pit I 

ijilti d littli Ht V li \ I ) 

It U|l I >1 III tll II 

Hobh\ It ih I r I » d 
hos In * I n 
insistmi, iiid nhtlv 

tint w mi I Inn I i 
iiiiuh 111 111 11 11 Ih 1 
t tiding lip h 1 IS I * 
should still t 1 I s 
W uldli dt 1 1 msti I id 
lu hi lit \ d 11 III 11 
loo 

Hut VV iddlt liK 1 1 
spills of nu-di It ils 
itioie WPH til I wh IIht 


111 iked ill It t ist I lorielv 
nnp I lit oil It II Iht 
mmisM IT illh iiiidtitid 
ginii V liiMin in I Itam 
I niigll >,gitssi\e 
I I III 

\iid Hi \ in Robson was 
I 111 to down It all Tht 
1 I f ihi smourwtnt 
I till ill\ toCiltniloddlt 
w ho pur/lt d the Russians 
i th I (IK s oi biilliant 
j) St s displ iving his 
ibilitv t( list to inv tnsis 
And Ik ii id i point to makt 
also tlK futility of playing 
luniontht flatus 


England picked up a lot 
mort ponitsof unportanct 
in tt tnib strategy and 
tacliLs It lemams to be 
seen how fast tht y can 
learn from expenenee and 
rectify their errors Now 
that they havt killed a 
giani expettations are 
running high Even 
Malafatv the Russian 
coach concedes that 
Engird vnll be among the 
strongest in Mexico 
Robson and Co will have 
to defend their hard-earned 
reputabon 





Wlut w.ao »r mt, with 
In I Kil ns Ihi fiiluit «j 1 
hi k!(. itsloidslnnmi 
li 1 tmi il\ iilrtious 
h lUis 1 spill St cond 
I I I) 1 1 siiddt II 


Chits Waddle 
Spells of 


OR sinti isink attt k iln ii 
ol spt-td—ailgdvt 
Ai Kt ntina Koldeii (h in i 
(oIk it the hremh 
Bulthm wasnooni ii 
ipitalise on thost spurt 
biUhdiKt Mdiddona lust 
Ins t (x)l 1 ht iMMson t am< 
ml to stun millions of 
biRcerwatcheis Iht 
im ig( ot an artiste a 
siK< er artiste was 
shatteied to pietes 
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Keput ition 1 hat u what 
Dm go M iradona is out to 
des'roy Keputation that 
lew otht t fiMitbaliers liave 
t ver enioved His bnlliante 
is unbeatable his mastery 
unquestionable but his 
behaviour was outrageous 
when the Argentinians met 
the French in a reeent 
rame Maradona spat 
Maradona squabbled and 
even manhandled a 
Swiss referee, raising 
doubts about his fitness to 
lead a World Cup team only 
a month from now 
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Uruguayan resurgence 

A/Zci (ailing to qualify in 1978 and 1982, Uiuguay's 
comeback hid could climax m Mexico, 
says Keir Radnedge 



Jtt 

iM 




I 











UrugiMiyan star and hit man Enzo Franceacoii 


D P spill tht (ountrvs tiny 
population (It ss than four million) 
U'UKuaj are iootball giants 

Their ncoid bears comparison with 
tht vtrv best Twite Olvmpit tham 
pions 111 ]‘)24 ind HJS the\ won the 
inaugiitai Woild Cup on homt ground 
in Montcxidto in 19-)() and legsintd it 
in <'p(ititular lashion before a 
2{K) (MK) crowd in Riode 
^ J meiru s giant Maracana 
Stidiuni 20 tens liter 

In 1%4 their semi finil igiinst 
Hun(,aiv—which thev lost 4 2 attei 
extia time—was at dinned is me ol 
the git itest games of tU tune iiid 
thev we re semi finslists u, iin the last 
time the Woild tup was sliged in 
VIcxKO in 1970 

Iheii followed i disnnl spell f ir the 
nationilteim whentlicv weie elimin 
itcd in the fust lound of llie 1974 
Wotld Cup ui West (leiminx uitl 
failed te it itli the 1978 ind 1982 
fina 

I lieu luimtig point ime ( the 
st irl of 198^ when Om i H ii is wss 
appointed e n i (e mp i i b isis be 
cause no ( ne else e ii fed the job of 
t iking the It III n I long disrupbvt 
trip t hull I T in intermtional 
touminierit tailed the Nchtu Cold 
tup 

ffoins 1 rntnibei of the toithing 
St ifl ten I luguay s ippearances in the 
World Cup tinil, in 196b md 1970 has 
sp liked an exciting new era for Uru 
gu iv in football 

1 he fust hint of the wind of change 
e line with Uruguiv s 2 0 victory over 
China in the final of that 1982 Nehru 
tup event It was a xictory which 
earned Borras a long term contract as 
manage r for the foDowing > t ar s South 
Arntncan championship which Uru 
gua> won for the first time smet 1%7 
Foi the Pinal agamst old rivals 
Brazil Uruguay found themselves 
without P emando Morena their finest 
goal scorer of modem times who had 
suffered a double fracture of a leg A 
few years earlier his absence would 








The Uruguayan revival began with the 1962 Nehru Cup (inset) Captain Rodriguez with the cup 


hi\e sinpptcl I lUKUivannim lie fc\tn 
btfoit thtv >,(>t »ut oil tht piUh liut 
till lun o* su(.<.t''S undo Bon is hid 
kit lh« stnioi pliNtrs moit dcUi 
mimd t suood thm t\tr 

G( ils tiom I n/o Fnnctscoli iiid 
duloido \utoi biou^ht i _() 

\iLtoi\ in tlu liibt l(.^, in Moult \ideo 
' ind It tnagti Gailos AKUiki i setuud 
tht 1 1 di m in Hi i/il whith pioiidid 
i ruKiidi with tht title on i 1 1 
gate Ctkbritoiy tiowds hi ought 
Moiitetidto to d stindstill |ust is 
thtv did much iiioie it it ntlv whi n tht 
wilv Bon is guided his mtii to sutttss 
in tht 11 Woild tup quilitving gioup 
tht id of Chill and Piuidoi 
M list I tuguiv lit bilk in tht 
firidls Hut t( niikt ativ imptcssion 
dRdin in Mt\ito—whcit thtv finishid 
fouith in 1^170 —I lugu IV will have to 
show ds niuth skill in diplnniat v oil the 
field as in tht ir tooth ill on it I he 
reason is simply thit ih* nutleus ol 
Bonds s tt iin plav abioad 
Urugudv wtit singled out lor spe 
rial praise in MiA s ttthnical itpoit 
alltr the 1 )7l) finals tor the six weeks 
thev St t isidt to adjust to the ht at and 
altitude But if the> ate to in itch that 
succtss thty must tontinue to bir 
gam hard to obtain tht release of then: 
star exiles long befou tht start of tht 
competition 

Goalkeeper and captain Rodolfo 
Rodneuez has become a hero in Bra 
zil, where his sharp reflexes and long 
reach have been the key to a revival 
by Peles old club Santos fuUbaik 


Diogo ind sweepei Dino Beu\ii 
hdvt ilso settled down with Bi i/iliin 
ilubs stiiktis Wilnnr Cibitra iiul 
loigt I) I Silv 1 IK in Spun ind tht 
most impoitint plivtt ol ill Ltuo 
liimcstoli IS in Aigentini with tht 
Kivti IMatt tlub oi Butiios Aiies 

In Ik t mbei 1 1 ini t si oli i p ist 
South Anuntin hoothilki ol llit 
^ t It w IS V olt d PI u 11 ol iht t ir in 
Aigentiiii whtn his m iIs took Rivti 
I'liU to tlu hirst fiivisioii ink 

Boil IS ImIrv s I hi* limit Still 
tould suipti t minv pit pit in Mt \ii j 
lie IS virtualiv unkiu wn ui 1 uiope 
hit luse hi his Ixin sun Ihtrt oiilv 
oiut It tht slirt ol this ^t isoi 
pljving toi I ruguiv igauist 1 imit in 
tht iniugunl 1 1 mill] Itophv inilth 
ht twi t n tht i h impious 1 11 iit ope ind 
South \mtiK 1 Uiugiiiv lost th t 
mittli M) ind hiiiutstoli w is tht 
first to idmit thtv plivtd bndl> itlei 
having previously gont 11 nntihts 
unditt lUd 

lit ittiibuted tlu dtltal to the fait 
th It hi-j it im m ites had flown in fioni 
vdiious differtnt puts of tht wtild 
onlv I day oi two be tort tht gmie 
But ht btUevts thit proper ptepira 
Uon beftirt tht Inp to Mtxito will 
make i world tl difftrentt Uruguiv 
ItinttSLoli belitves wi’l bt unoiig 
the livountts ui win the Cup 

And il Ilrugjiu ate not tht win 
ntrs then tht most piestigious tn 
phy in football w II eertainlv bt i lamitd 
by anotlier South Ament an team 
Francescoh says The South Amer 


inn jilayer liis Iht abihtv and tualivf 
spun whith can make a diilertntt 
inywhiie ui the world under any 
(onditions 1 belit vt the best sotcet is 
pliyed in Aigtntina and Uiugui> 
lilt ginm il tatlicalpattein idoptid 
ty Uiuguavan clubs and Hu nitioiiil 
te im Is 4 1 They Invt plivtd fo 
this systtm sintt tht l%<i Woild Cup 
hulls in Ingland wlitii lloticio 
Trotlu and lido Mineiif wtit the 
itiitK bilks intI tht mulliild it 
voivtd atouiid tht vision ol Nistor 
(lontilvts uul iht It I liking skill of 
I’ldio Rutha 

Fi inttstoli is in tht Rtuhi tridi 
lion Ihs onlv rtgrtt ibout the foith 
coming World Cup chtlletige is tint 
I luguiy havt no genuine wingtis 
i vtn young' plavtrs such as C iilos 
Agurltn and loigt Vilia/an who 
stuUd iswingtis have bitn lotted 
by Irttieal cautu ir into btioming semi 
midhi Iders 

11 a uesi oil say s I ms is ni >t just a 
jirobkin for us but for footirall as a 
whok \tnuio Ramos is tht most 
dangitous winger we hive had in the 
pist (tn years But even he ts Often 
kept on tht rtstrves btnehnow and 
when he dtxs plav he is at lus most 
thr« ittning cutting in diagonally 
across the ptch lathtr tian bv 
stretching a defente by going wide ^ 

But while weaknesses exist Uru 
guays exeellent morale will be an 
unportant factor m Mexuro 

The Bulhor s «« AiweiM Fftigr gl VKprll SoocBr 
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F ARANI>AB0VP finally 
hved up to hi name 
when m a span >f two 
weeks he canu out and 
WOTi the South India St 
Le^ and folltwid it up 
wiui an aiisoliiU sterling 

g srformami to win the 
angaloii St Icptr a 
mere foilniglil iffci his 
(juind) tiiiirnph 

It w IS a i( itiiikabk dis 
piav hy 1 (olt and tht son ot 
fait World has hid (laim to 
tx mg (III of the top stayers 
111 till (oiiiifi Y Kun over a 
>iu«lliug nuit and three 
rjuaiiiis iIk liger is the 
fast of (he five Classics and 
It IS dcfinilt ly (he supreme 
ti St of staying prowess and 
stamina It was obvmus 
tint HI tins department the 
leggy son of fair World 
excelU d He was the 
underdog on both iKcasHins 
and eai h tune he tume d the 
tables (Ml his more fanned 
advi rsone s 

At Madras a mere four 
horses lined up to tail the 
staiter for the longest of 
the Classics I rankly 
speaking it ougiit to have 
been a mere formality for 
Dupont the Bangalore 
C hallengei who had tx.aten 
f ai And Above convincing 
ly m Uic Chamunar Chal 
lenge Indian fuif Invitation 
Cup a foi tnight earlier Fhe 
iKHikmakc rs thought so too 
and the Bangalore son of 
Lvttvdav 11 was the piping 
hot favourite at the 
cramped odds of ten to four 
on Most people were 
forgetting the fait that the 
1 c gc 1 was KX) metres ion 
gci than the Invitation and 
those extra two furlongs 
had been the dovinfall of 
rnanv a top class horse 
In I last run lace Dupont 
kxiked ivtiy inch the win 
nei when heads were 
tunud for home but then 
suddenlv the picture 
changed Jockey Warren 
Singh isked Dupont to 
quicken and got no it action 
hoin his lolt However he 
wis still well clear of far 
And \bo\t and it now be 
came a straight contest of 


Far And Above’S 
Leger double 

whether far and Above race appeared to have an 
could pass Dupont before aversion fur the Bangalore 
the winning post came to track On Arc day at the 
the rescue of the lavounte same lourse he had vulual 
It was touch and go until ly dropped out ot the race 
finally Far And Above pre as the field approached the 
vailed He got up to collar 1800 metre marker And 
Dupont in the last 100 there was no guarantee 
metres and although that he could not do the 
Dupont fought on gamely it same agam 1 hat ui effect 
was a losing battle left far and Above as the 

I hen It was onto Banga only horsit by a process of 
lore Here again he was elimination but bar his 
overlooked running this young bainer S K Habib 
time m the shadow of Khan nobody else setmi d 
horses like Sii Bruce and to think on that 
Crandfntry Had the pun wavelength 
dits gone into Ihmgs in a Breaking level horn (he 
little more detail they gates it was Sir Bruce s 
would have come up with siablemate who hit the 
an interesting discovery front playing the role of a 
Sir Bruie was certainly on patemakei with (,iand I n 
the decline alter lus Indian try in close attendance fol 
Deib> triumph I he re lowed bv Sii Biute who 
could be no olhei leason vas inituUy fightuig lor his 
other than that to cxplam head Tlic pice was slow at 
how he could liavt gone so this st igt but it would 
far back on that lorm in the quicken in thi latei stages 
Invitation Cup Hewasgiv Passing the 18IM) mitre 
mg a lot of tiouble on the niarkci l»i uid I iiU\ did a 
track m the mornings and . Belmont on lus nder and 
had to be pushed to work suddenly dropped out of 
He was obMously not the lace siowuig from a full 
eiyoymg his racing any gallop to a walk in less than 
more but surprisingly twenty me tics In i tew 
enough everyone chose to moments he was is^ockI is 
turn a blind eye to this out of the riu elos< to KXJ 
(jrand Entry who ran metres behnid the lit id 
fourthm the InvitatKin and Ihe second fniuiitc wis 
was bound to run a good thus elimuutid 


It was a remarkable display For And 
Above has laid claim to being one of the 
top stayers in the country On both 
occasions he was the underdog and each 
time he turned the tables on his more 
fancied adversories Obviously a large 
slice of the glory went to trainer Habib 
Khan and jockey Robin Corner 


from that juncture 
things appeared to be going 
according to plan for the 
odds on favourite Sir 
Bruce Nelson Reuben had 
settled the colt nicely and 
he was gomg well withm 
himself 

With 600 metres to nift 
the order was unchanged 
but Sir Bruce was not hking 
the race one bit He had his 
ears laid back and Reuben 
was nigglmg him to keep 
him where he was Into the 
straight and Sir Bruce went 
to the front but flattered 
only to deceive He hardly 
had a chance to go more 
than two lengths clear be 
fore Comer galvanised far 
4nd Above into top gear 
and the big stndmg bay 
lengthened his stride to go 
saikig by Sir Brute. 

Of course a host ol peo 
pie were quick to attribute 
Sir Bruce s defeat to his 
jockey Nelson Reuben who 
(hey felt had ndden a poor 
race It was quite uncalled 
for Ihe colt had lost fair 
and square to a better 
lioisc on that day Sir 
Bruct was obviously not 
the same horse that had 
won lliat Indian Derby with 
suih authority in the fust 
week of februtn Hi had 
gone ovei the i >p and had 
had enough i racing Giv 
mg a bii ik md a tong rest 
he t ould well come back to 
thit >ld form which once 
nndt hun the best 

So far And Above had 
done it a second lime The 
I ombmation of tramer S K 
Habib Khan and jockey 
Rohm Comer had clicked 
twKC m a row to give Far 
And Above s proud owners 
two classics in a mere four 
teen days A large slice of 
the glor> obviously went to 
the two professionals, who 
had both been very much m 
the picture m getting Far 
And Above mto peak fit¬ 
ness and then freshening 
hun up m a mere fourteen 
days, so as to ^ve off his 
best yet agam 

Mf ffiMf 








Capital Notes 


R oopsingh stHdium 
OwaJior wds packed tr 
capacity with spectators 
delirious with exutment 
Reason for the constema 
tion was a batsman blasting 
away in the middle Namc^ 
Knsh Snkicanth 
Each blow of bnkkantli 
was greeted b> a dc iteiuiig 
roar of approval And 
whencvei the Imwlti to 
suffer was Kapil the dm 
was a tew deciblts higher 
Alter a bree/y (slonnv ■’) 

44 he skied Amnntlb 
straight down tine 1< g s 
throat tc dep lit \t ihi the 
crowds disappointment 
was palpabli Imimdutclc 
the\ started trickling out is 
though tin miUb w i-> 
ovti ttilimlj it pit sent 
rankings Srikk mth is Iww c 
as |)opulai K ipil itul 
(lavaskai put together 
laUl in the pivilnn I 
asked Stikkanth itxnit the 
Austriliiri tiip Ills r piv 
was disarniingh bout st 1 
am\ervliipp\ iridieluctd 
that fiiiillv 1 hni -.(nied 
runs 111 lists bot ilu list 
five ve us 1 liive betn in 
and out end it wis time I 
consolidated In Austiaiia 
the wickets suited me In 
all It WIS a most enjoc ible 
Inp 

llus newtound sutccss 
Srikkanth ittiibutes to m 
e reasi d c oniule ni i and 
hold your hte ith i utting 
out (d tisky shots I hen 
realising what he h id s <id 
Snkkantti eoneeted him 
self Some iisk> shots 1 
have eliminated But for 
the first time 1 have starte d 
pbying the squat etui a 
shot 1 dicin' attempt eat 
tier ’ 

Fur the depknable form 
m the one da’j games m kr 
Australia Snkkanth iMilds 
himself lesponsible It 
was totally my doing' he 
said, ‘totally m> fiult 1 
curtailed rny shots and 
(dayed against my natural 
mstmets ’ 

Did the pressure of giv 
mg the team a rapid start 
also wei^ on his mind, I 
asked ‘Tediaps,” rephed 


Siikkantli it did But bi i 
calh 1 blame niv^elt foi 
heing o\ t r cautious 
Pvtr\OHt ciehised me to 
pla\ m\ iiatuial game 
Sunon 1 >a\is ot mv otiie i 
restiutlve liowki ot course 
does IK l hothei turn It 
just depends on vour di\ 
Some citv^ \ III can thiish 
am IkiwIci ()n olhe r ik ea 
sions ge tting i tins ig imsi 
am one rtpjH is ditluilt 

A s ihc senioi most tesi 
lie kite I in tlu woili 
tcKlav hacingmade ius ck 
hill III 14h‘) Mohmelti 
jimiii\ \mantath Ins e)uite 
lUet ilh seen it ill I'iiveis 
hiM come jHiloimed itid 
deputed hut this old pio 
keeps l> titling on I ivt i the 
\t IIS Ik his si alt (I (he 
hi ij hi 11 ke t ifte i ilso 
t xpioitil tlu depths ii m 
plummet ne into 

}<i ill he cxiHtieiue 
ind the hitiks biui ts 
md hallt rings Mohinder 
looks imifti I ted He is not 
undnlj cxciUd by sue less 
or ove rlv pe rturhe d hv fai 


lute In lontnst to the 
t( ti h\ garni srnanship exhi 
biled by other plajeis 
Moiundets denieanoui on 
ind ott the field ts ol e \ 
til me ilni ist nnsh ike ible 
SI re nil V 

1 line h I n 111 the game 
long c nough not to gt t ex 
(lie d (Cel tliir gs I li i\c 
Ik (n plac ing R inp tor about 

2(1 \i IIS 

Despite iln I st non top 
ciickct til siiih an ex 
tended ptiiorl Mohuidtl 
Ktim e iithiisi ism fu the 
g ime iiul h isn ( ilk weel Ills 
keenness ti tlij It the 
entliu Iisi 1 iidn t le mim 
111(1 Ite line le itiie i 
giinct I would net Im pi 
lllj I ei)|)| pIlMIH iticl 
would like to onl niK 

limim •> |ii III iit\ < n 
ihles liii t I limdk eiiti 
ism without getiuii upsi t 
When Bisbtn Bi li lues 
tioneei the wisdon ol 
senior pining limited 
Dvergimes Mohinctei wis 
unnitfled Whe ii 1 si tight a 
reaction he intuiy united 
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shyly and s itd e > n 111 
toimanees sjuak ta them 
SI Ives On the lettnl t u 
it w IS the stniois who hei 
well not the youngsters 
Dresnt einieism mi 
iiating tioni erstwhile lol 
leiguts needle him I per 
sisted No It does not 
MohineUt leplud I elonl 
Ixithei ihe ut tliese things I 
belkvi III pining li II(I md 
giving ill my best I leave 
the Its! (ill liters to de 

iidt As tar a I iin ton 
eeriK d I go horn miteh to 
mitih I don I think aimut 
the pisl ol the fullile 
With till philosopln It IS 
no w inclei tiiat hiohiiidel 
h IS no gi md imhilii ns for 
the tiitiiie lilt It IS no 
joilmpiitieulai thill have 
s 11 n niy st If Ml I w int to 
III is jihv (oi liidu as long 
IS I e III 

F iiluit lo will tlk Kinji 
liojihy Ihs eii t (he 
Mu yam pliytis iplinty 
thiv hive lost oiil on llie 
money tluv vvoiilil hive 
mule hid tlu It im won tlu; 
N III Hial l h nil iionship 
i OI ill ilinj Itomhiv md 
tiUtiuig till hnil hr the 
ill t time t 1 Ii 11 ii\ ina 
playi I got I h mils of Rs 
2'i()() ttiUuily hid they 
I 11 lied tlu R 111)1 Irophv to 
i hciihitg irh the state* asso 
nation would hive been 
exltemelv pleased 

I lit I It llii tjoys UK ident 
iy gol Rs f(X)() eaeh toi 
yvumirig tlu ttophy aftei 
loosing t( Bomhiy the pie 

VIDUS twi ye ITS 

St Ite a SOI latioiis and 
uthei oigim itions are 
pioinpi in making tliese 
gland uinoiinttments (for 
imbluitv e ilut) hul wlien it 
tonus 1) tetnally shelling 
out tile ( ish they tend to 
dr Ig their ft el bor exam 
pk till De'hi players 
iiumliet ol the vietonous 
Wot id (.up te im ot 1981 
have yet to leeeivt flats 

f ronustd to tliim by the 
>elhi Development Au 
thonty 

fUmHUMhur 



JMiNfiy AinarnMh..thl« oM protiMliMrally MMn It all 


3 


The man and his team 

Lawrie McMenemy eugolises West Ham, who are 
in the midst of an inspiring'nin of victories, and their 
talented manager John Lyall 


A IMdSl I' iimnlhs 'Ui ihi 
im l)t si H iiM f«((I stoJ ( c i(\ 
dt Ikiiik I tdiphoiiirl tiuii iiiiniMi 
John i \ ill I) ),i\t him sonu mot il 
SUpIXJit 

Il u IS 1 m ill h Wi. si 11 111 ) iH idt rl to 
win II iniki ihcmstKis sik lion 
uktMliori (Ilav did so '> It mil I |usl 
w mil d to Kivc him i bit ol iiaout ita 
iiunt It 1 tiiiK whin la must h vi 
1)1111 It I lint, IS low IS It in\ si n't ol 
his I iitii Don I ittl too iipti^,ht 1 
told him Dm 111 i muih la Iti i li am 
thin tout position mijfht suKUt st 1 im 
lonviiaidit will illionu ia>ht toi vou 
111 tiu (lid 


Hammer’s captain 
Alvin Martin (left) is 
an England probable 


J1 d i\ with \\< til nil la ii the top 
ol ila Inst Division iiid inv Smalli 
I ml t< It I 111 11 tla bottom ol tin 
Sill ml 1 oiild d< with ih It soil ot lilt 
tmsi II 

1 nil ill liithti d Ih II Uvst IKiiii who 
liiM mvit tinislad hii'liii thin sixlh 


in tla I list Di I n ii m now lookmit 
likt impioMM upi n Ih t Ml id this 

SI is >11 liidiiil (Oil all inn,Ilan hiph 

luinihti ol mil hi in h nul ivii 

I i\ II pool mil Iviilin mil tin 
hit ithi ikiiiL. 1)11 lilt\ ol thill loi thill in 
till 4 I) will it tliilsi 1 hsi Sit mil \ 

II s lilt mill isonihli II siii.1, si tint 
tla\ loiild mil up is thimiii iis 

Il III It Will to hippm It wiiild hi 
IK moil til 111 I ihii i \ ill II St IMS 
VMaii i wi III flit I list Division 
with s null impt 111 lohn w is mi ol 








'j ’ - ’'•“V' 



Frank Me Avennie one of West Ham s primary assets 


the London managers with whom I 
had the ciobtst lapport 

1 liked him veiv much as a poison 
and lelt we had a lot in (omnion 
masmuch as we had been with our 
clubs for so long 

An indication of our relationship is 
tlwt dtuing niatclics between oui 
teams we were alwa\s halile to sit 
talking to each other on the touchline 
like two triends basing a drink 
together in s pub It w as one of those 
chats which led to me signing hngland 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton tioni Not 
tingliam hoicst 1 me ntioncd how well 
West Hams ktepci Phil Paikcs had 
been piifoimiiig tlitu wtit tunes 
when lit stemtd to be pining South 
aniptoii ill on his own' ind John 
Kill It kid lit his Ixiii likt that all 
stison sou know 1 iwiit 1 estimate 
thit liisinc, sonnone ol Ins e ilibie in 
th It position IS worth it It ist 10 points 

I St is( n lo us 1 tliouchl I lot ibout 
tint illeiwiids lid iiiliet tiled to 
siv,ii lets Lit me nee iiiel I'll leiiiimgs 
hel u tsentuills hitting the )ul|)ol 
with Stull(II 

Out I ' t ri sous win I line so 
iiuiili It spt I loi I itin I \ ill ipiit 
tloin III lit nit iidous knowkdgt ol tin 
g 1 u IS tint lit is i sti iighttoiss nd 
h lit s| linn will Ins luvti dtnited 
li nil Ills iiid \\t 1 Hulls loolbill 

II me i| It -> 

1 Ol I ling lime \\t si 11 iin s tmph 
ISIS II tie tteliriK tl sidi oi the game 

III lele tlie m i the i hiittle ig iinst h ii el 
luiiinng Iniel 1 11 kling It ims I his 
St isoii lilts Inst rUtiiutils iec|Uirtcl 
gie lit I pin sit il powti ind httont 
nitiu e mlntisc (thes Inst htcl 1 1 n 
oidti It suisise) bill not ti iht 
I Meiit 1 1 them losing llitii it pul Hit n 
Is one ( I I lit nils most eonstiuelist 
tootinllmu It ims 

Xllliiugli 1 oils siw tilt I\ high 
lights it then mattli it Lhi 1st i Hill 
tint thin toolbill loiutud ptiliitnn 
at tiiiit s 

W St Hills suiitss It It isi m 
It nils it 'be nnsisttinls liigli <iinUi\ 
n till 11 pi IS { St 1 lilt St us- IS tspu i! 
ot I tluh sslitie the it In e ht t n tew 
liplie Ills Hits lit esUtiiuls It s il 
lo then stitl Hid si e sets i i point 
Ik St illusli itecl In the t lel th it 1 s ill is 
onis the ttiurth miiiuei West Hun 
base had sinei tin ss ii Dus eotiiiiiiii 
Is IS absolute is esstiilnl it i tluh ite 
to tsitibbsh sohd mots is indeed 
LiseiptHil base slunsn' Foi exampit 
It IS because ol that sound foundation 
built up over a number ot sears that 
both \\est Ham and Liserpooi liase 


hi ell ihl t piiiilun so m iin top 
(lisstt jtlnlkis Hill HI till (list III 
tu il ip|ii leli to till game 

It 1 iki s timt to Iniild 1 siinesslu 
(lull piitieuliils one wluihlnshttn 
suet e'.still III the pi I Init tilled 
lints win I I 111 i ht 1 ]) ssmpithising 
with 1 ) >11 Hi ssi who pH ltd eompi n 
with \iSt.ml will 11 lit It lined tint the 
hnnnii iiid diuitois wtit not going 
l Knew his issi St II miUi m this 
s initiit I 

VMult It SSI nil 1 Ik ssmng it mi to 

miiient m \i iinis litius 1 i uisi 
> s lint I Inst ilssass hid a liigli 
itcitdloi l>)n inlgtiKiuitls ttltilni 
111 s IS doing I cood job it lliglnuis 
I sii ills it one I Hits an asst ssm nt ol 
innnagtiot itoieli the bcslptopk 
to t ilk to ate those who base woiktd 
with him In Dons ease I find it 
slgnificaiit that ] hast nevet heatd ans 


I 111 I list I SIS 1 Ind word ihout 
him It s thi simi with I ihii 1 sail and 
It Is I Wist Hinis I It (III lint lilts 
Inst stu 1 hs him duiuig Hit had 
times 

I Ins I mixid It (Inns ihout West 
11 nil-. CInnipii iiship tlnmes In 
( iiise point III Hit Ing lit until mote 
im|Hii I lilt til 111 It IS iiu m it( he s in 
hind 1 know Its lithe hut I hast 
lost I ount t tin nuniht r ol 0 ims in 
Wtsi Huns stiioii is ho have tal 
tiled 

Xnolliti ids ml ige toi Liverpool 
inel Isiiton the k himpionship 
tl ountes Is tint this hist been in 
till title wiimiiig position Ik hut and 
hast I (le lilt I unde 1 st indmg on what 
IS It quire d to titar iht last huidles 

However it wouldnl surprise me 
lo see West Ham eki it Not would it 
disappoint me 
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F rom <1 humblt* begimunR in the 
idU Sixtits the A«an Golf Cucuit 
formeiJv known as the hai Past Cir 
cult has grown into a major golfing 
event in this part of the globt Pinan 
ciallv the Itn kg tiriuil offers nearly 
tiwlve million I S dollirs is against 
$17‘i()(K) put up a decadt igo 
Iht Jndiin Open Ins sten hard 
days Until IIC lamt to its itsiue m 
197f» linding sponsors was i major 
problem foi th< oiginiseis Hit Indi 
antioltlnion howivtr continued its 
painstaking eilorts to be on equal 
tooting with other rmmbcis of the 
Asiin Golf Lonfedcntion with regird 
toapiiA momv indoUici incentives 
Iht hist Open it tlit Kovil i ikutts 
(loll Club in 19/0 otkiid 11 1 0(M) in 
jiii/t nioiitv bill the iii uit iHiimt 
mote competitive stmdiids im 
piovtd iiid tilt iniiteuis toi the fust 
time c iiruc^ iconsiiki ibk repiitition 
Ul \sl 1 

hut tlu Inriiin piofcssionils and 
c uldic continued to lie iHhind as 
nioit eiiipliisi on s|M)nsoisliip was 
ic q nil el to iiu n ise the ii e linings If 
tile Indiin pi > ire 0 ini|ito\e their 
'«tiiirlird voiii cninlrv must hive i 
pie eoll issueiitioii Otheiwise the 
fuluic IS bk il It Is pointless to 
coni nut IS I pie ol iiooi st indirel 
nlicn iiiclii IS I iiiinibci it tlu eir 
cut tlu hie Asii (icill til cent to 
iieJiniloi 1 nil Skip (lUinto of 
Ibe i liilipjiine ihisi uiisiumdent 
w IV bitk III 19 0 lit. p iiiirtel out Mv 
eountiv e ri our ue s sponsor si If 
voui (ounirv follows e ui poliev pio 
t( ssion ils vvill bent fit hr»m tourni 
nitiits IS veil IS gi I ustti te different 
eouisc eoiiclitic ns Ihtv will hive the 
Itriipe 1 iiiiinl t mtel miioi tiiil 
kngts I ool It htn \reli Ik w is i 
e iddv will lu-e inie i hij, iiinu in the 
eiiiuil 

I he puseiit golf sctni in Indii 
however is fit horn ble ik toi tlie 
pros Ihe donu tu e tie nit his pie ntv 
eii iiionev ind the stiiiliid his ini 
proved ippreiiahiv A piiini ixiriiiik 
of this M IS the 2b ve ii old Bisad Ah 
will! S[x irhc ided the hid' in e li illenge 
in the \S1 sponsored 100 000 
Cha’mmar Ch illenge hidi in Open (loif 
C hampieinslup at the Old L mese ol 
tlu KL(iC ind finished lilth with 
five unde I 28S 

It was a supe 1 1 itive |>eifotminee bv 
Indian standards— ind the best so fn 
in his earetr lie look the golf buffs h\ 
suinse with a 69 after i pitchv start 
He performed delightfully with preei 
Sion play in the back nine with four 



Basad Ail, who Bpoartwadod 
the imUan challenge 


Dark horae Somaak 
of Thailand 
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Jim Carter sizes up the situation on the 13th 


birdies rf dIthdUKh an (xU I stioki on Club lh« pievious Sundiv Hut it tin Thtri came thtn dianii on the 

the sixtttnth pievdittd tilt lot lie id Kov il H is id All w is u h in^t d rn ind sttenteenth holt ind thost u ho put 

dv ftoni beinp Iht sok ittond Huntv kindhivti foi his put could thtit montv on Chtun mult good 

ConsisU nc \ htliKHi him suivivt the nottvtiimakt tin cut pi >fits Inmosltasts golftis »ti<n 

tut iftti two lounils ind ht tiiushid d tivmg to ivoid tht bunktt n this 

joint filth diet diopping a shot on tht holt tind to ovtrdinc 'son who 

Ibth I ivt olliets Hi.indon dt T"!!!* two laiwantst luHstChtun was leading bv a shot It 11 into the 

Sou /1 Itio/ Ndgi ij Ilvdet Klim I who answers to tlu nimeotMis ti ip when his sttcnd shot went into 

Kohtis Singh also iikimcI up to Iht tti I u wlio won tht Asian til It tliiict Iht rough He im into tiouble while 

thud lound Sjionsotship hI pud the m i itm md Lii Chit n Soon w 11 c not toniiiig out of tht rough vcliui his 

txpcittd dividfiids tikinp aiiv thanits As Chtun wis shot w is i bit too bird and the ball 

Hut ilased All s putts dtttivtd him onlv a stroke behind Soon it JiMt the tiickkd uifo thi bunkei I Kit was the 

on tiu thud div pushing him down to qutstion was whtthci ixptiitnte t nd ot his i inipsign and Cht un had the 

thi tkvtnlh position fit doublt would win tntr voung tiKnt Kolli list laugh taking a one under for a 

bogtvid tin pit —I third holt to men had bttn plavmg ixnlkrit golf 14 pat 192 

attumnlitt J18 ilong with fhrtt and the had was sliiitd ilttinitc h bv 

othci idipting himstlf well to tht them till tht third lound inrilv in in (Juite a few big names were missed 

toiiditions ihc fmwivs wtic Iwid Open touinamtnt With i minus 1^ during the Open Kithei due toper 

md tht gietns wtit Itnifu but tht Scions two eagles on Hit lilth ind sonil reasons oi visa problems a 

loc il bov t xhibilt d his jiuttiiig skills on eleventh holes time to nought is tlie numbei of stars staved away from the 

the cliiluult pm placings pressuie piled up and ht w is intl* tournament Among the Amentans 

111 the fouith lound ht mack a ing Although he tried to suppitss tlu Iim tarter was the most impressive 

git It itloit AlUi going out with a agonv with a wry smilt out could stt among those present while the dark 

two ovci lb whtn ht dropped two Sewn was upset He was issurtd hoist of thi championship was fhai 

shots on tht thud Hastd made however of the second slot Hit lands Sri Sanga botnsak Ht was in a 

anitnds bv stoiing m t igk cm llu mene mature Chutn liad shown ditc i class of his own finishmg with three 

«It \ t nth and tin ee bit die s for a c aid of mination and a cool temperament Hut sub pai tards with two 69s that gave 

cti Ihis was tht saint man who lost the laivvantse matched each erthtr him the third position 

to Huntv Randhawa in the Saida with su/Iing drives and immaeulate Sweden s Brostedt Per Ame has 
I’l wood Masters at the lollygunge putting been improvmg over the years and tifl 
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Pam in the leq 

WOKI [)min>b( I )n< 

Is It* 1 siidl who his tp »nt 
Is ht (II (.onipl iinini' iIkuiI 
p «ti 111 his ripht Ii p ( 1 (K nol 
iiis^ ihoiK (hip HI In', iif'ht 
kill (. I '.us|Mcti(l li)St( id 
hi (oiildiM. siifh riiiK hoin i 
totn t( ndoii 

Otlhiii i( di( siJiKtop 
ji ITS s( lonioii I tiidl 
igtnl Slid tlx ( 7((lit(n 


ni St 11 loiild Inse ittiini 
fus ({u idii ( p ttnd 111 till 
mil i If 111 till ti mt j1 Ihf 
thigh Itut It IS to > HI 
11 HIM d il thi p lint t 1 U 
ihktottU hdsSohmon 
I Tirll sshoISII Is Ik 
dull (It pits iiivNihisio 
( r ttid Ptix Ioiitii inii nts 
until till It ill III Opi^n V Im h 
Ik gins 111 1 (Hill I n Miv 1' 
will hr I II I K, nil 
Il nils 

Brazilian bickerinqs 

miNtiS lit not iuokutg 
vtr> hnghi for tlx Btaziltan 



f 

candi fMlIng th« pain 


socttr team as th« v pie 
pare for Iht ii W >rld i up 
campaign 1 hi ir ht( si 
ptobleiii IS til It two of tht ir 
kt\ plivnshivi btniu 
moved from tht sqii id fm 
indisi ipliiM d beh ivioui 
1 (ft wingtts I tki ind Sid 
iit> havf Ihciii \pflUd 
Sidnty was k It out of th( 
u initKi lust Im ignortd 
doitors Old* rs not to 
woi kout t(K) h ird afu r he 
hidpulkd I mu (It 
justifying tlif txpiilsion 
ofidti tht nationil(on 
ft d( ntion said that he had 
a(t((1 siandilously with 
his tough pi IV against a 
young int xpt i leiii i d I’tni 
vian side Hi i/il won the 
nnt(li4 II but rtporttis 
Lovtnnglhi nuUh said the 
w inners lookt d ten liiU 
Summing up tht pr« stnt 
sUiU of affair*' Iht )(( nnd 
ficldt r Sot r itt s sud I he 
wiv things ait going there 
IS a ft t Img of ttisccuiitv 
among tht phyt is In a 
ndiointtrvu w ht wtnt on 
retold suing tint tht team 
wisundti git It prts uif 
topt rfoniibtttti 

In memoiiam 

St III Dili I lilt Ik 1 
loin di\ III lit li tht hrnlof 
tht It Mikiiiijtt liiiphy 
t iitkt 11 IT 1 nu nt It tht 
I d» Il ti mil I V il mt 1 was 
itduf kI to 1 1 mt which 
lasttd It ss thin two s( 
siuns on tlit (ii si d iv 1 hi 
fiiiaiists Mohiiii K i> in in t 
Calcutt 1 1 ustoins (i i tlw 
field uiidt r pi i(i si ( u 
toms h tttii 4 til St h id m idt 
a pi ti st (It i It ilion It 
S7 fill Moiiun Hag in tfor 
ret ot It) )ok) w on by st vt n 
witki I s oiiiighi foi { 
h 11 It must bt tht fii sf 
Unit M I men ktt bis 
toil illlwtntv foui pliv 
ei s liiit d up on eitht i sidi 
of til witkt t dnniig ihi 
lun lihipalv toobstivi two 
mil itts sikntt in nit m 
oiv it tht df idwuktt 
I Ik teams wt nt om 
sit p fui Iht I 1 ht V r< fust d 
tht InnthotIt n d bv tht 
c VB I ht V t ven stnt Iht 
drinks w hit li t amt on to 


the field bat k to tt« pavilion 
untouched They also sent 
a prolt st letter to the CAB 
st rretarv 

Hudson’s choice 

1 DO not want a mana¬ 
ge t who wanders around 
makmg those sort of allega 
tions was the reason 
given by an infuriated Ian 
Botham while conveying 



Bottwm Infuriatad 


his det ision that he was 
sat king Ins manager Imi 
Hudstin 1 ht self styled 
Itidiini w IS quoted in 
tht Da/h Sf II IS saving 
V tiik 111 I (I Angeles that 
ht I nglishalliouiiderwas 
1 regui ir I ikt I ol soft 
hugs Mud on has sim^ 
dciiK d in (king thi allega 
tions but b did not keep 
an i| p iiitiiitnt to meet 
I (111 nil in 1 nnidad to talk 
ilKiuttilt matUi Hem 
stt- id fit w back to London 

Sad 

A (i AN(i of SIX ttnonsts 
stiutk igain at two places 
in I udhiana city At least 
twelve wen killed and 
anothei twelve people 
wtit injured Nowadays 
eve n pi lying a fhendly 
cntkt t game is unsafe ITie 
t( 11 orists e ven shot at the 
I )i t ssi gi ouiids where 
somt wtrt playing cricket 
there One of the seriously 
injuttd pel sons was identi 
fie (1 as V ijay Melira a for 
nit r I’umab R uyi I rophy 
plaver lalk about not spar- 
mg the innocent 













Putting your best foot forward 


W IIH more ind mou 
ptopit taking to 
bport the entire gambit has 
undergone i change that 
can onlv augui well loi the 
fiitiu t Ap n t ti om tJit bod\ 
benefitting from all the t\ 
ertisi It ilso his stilted 
revelling in thi eomfoits 
proMdt d b\ the e\ti 
growing spoils giKids in 
dusti\ 

Nowdda\s i sport smn 
tan pick ind ihoosi whit 
he winl to wt it whili 
swelling It out Ht it i 
tracksuit oi i swe Usiiit 
\uu line I wide i inge to 
pul horn Hut the widest 
ringt open to i spoitsinin 
IS uith in loot we it I il 
mg int( «count tint the 
kt t lie \it il (( iliiK St tin 
torin )1 (scicist OI spilt 
people in the spirts goods 
indubti \ hive I nine lit cl in 
all out wai to shod the lee I 
that matter Mine people 
are take i up b\ the m ike s 
worn bv then idols ind 
follow suit Otheis are 
moi e e oncious of looks th in 
use fulne ss while still eithe i s 
are just conceincd ibout 
welling something en 
dorsed b\ i designers 
signature 

But the tiulv discerning 
spoilsman will pick his 
shoe cartfuUc The\ tie an 
integral par* of any sports 
enthusiast s progiammt 
and tan mike the differ 
enee between vour sticking 
to >our txereise ptogram 
me o! your quitting be 
cause of sore feet But with 
such a wide range of shot s 
to choose from at least foi 
those who live abtoad or 
have the opportunity to go 
abroad and pick up a pair of 
sports shoes for them 
selves It (an be quite con 
fusing to ehoose the pair 
that 1 $ best suited to ^our 
type of feet 
Every sportsman has 
specific lequirements for 
his feet To provide the 
proper support and 


ciishioningtliat IS needed to et in spoils shoe teelinolo 
keep the leet free from in\ g\ end b\ the time \ou ire 
soil of comphinN all the finished with undeist inding 
leading sports shoe nunu it \ouiould\(r\ wclihicc 
tactuieis hict woven intii done iniimu couise onkxil 
cite technoiogc into then medicine Shoes depend on 
inmuliituiing pteictssts w i\ \ou tun and the w i\ 
indcomc up with isIkh toi com ket iit shiped Some 
aiinosl even comeivtablc people line flit ket but 
l\pe <il toot will not need is mueh sup 

It stilted oH with shoes poit is i miii win his flit 
having mote cushioning on Itel ind luns iwkwiidiv 
the sole to lessen the Othcis hive diiklent iikkI 
pounding imp let on »ht c-erf Imding ind il vou cm 
loot 1 he n It pi ogi c ^sc il ti find i shot th il is rit signc d 
luh supports ind piddetl to trke tint soil ol tic it 
heel tills Novc IS wt in nicnt vou will find tbit 
iiiUting 111 cl 1 ol 111 soles voiii Itel irt in much btl 
ind Iniill in compultis to ter condition ipiit lioiii 
log the miles eoveud In voui shoe bills being on 
the we lie 1 thi nijv pie sideiiblv lovvei 
St nted e Ill m ike vou spend huh veil bungs new 
quite s mu tune deciding models into the mu Ket ind 
on wlikh shoe to liuv U is uplo vou to guige 
It vou ire >1 the opinion whethei the new models 

Ihni I shot IS 1 shoe mtl ire lUst i it suit ot mere 

tints the end ol it then wmdow dressing oi iie 

vou ire sidlv mistaken aetuilly funelional Ihe 

1 heie IS tie me ndous seien idea is to have shoe s that fit 



bettei incl impiovi pet 
lomnntt II the ihinges 
midt hv I m mill u I lilt I 
cm meisiiie up to mv it 
these guide lints then lu 
Ins developed with the 
tunes And with the tom 
petition It the level tint it is 
It now id IV s It IS onlv to be 
exjHtted lint vou lie the 
bemlicniv ot m eiilittlv 
mvv nngi ol shoe tint iit 
designed to vvt ip itound 
md c Hess mv tv|>t ot loot 
tint vou ( m think ol 
When vou stiil thinking 
of biivmg vout ne\( pm ot 
spoils shots the fust thing 
tint vMi Invt lo do is 
identifv the tvpe til ket vim 
hive 1 his IS impoiI ml he 
eiuse tint will detimune 
the hisic shot tint vou 
lequiie Ihe coiieit vv iv 
lo It ini this would hi m 
turn tonliol md this is 
techiioiogv s most im|mi 
tint lontiibution to lunning 
shoe design If vou it< 
becoming partiuihr iboul 
the shot voiimigll is well 
get t^ducat(d iboui motion 
control And to know ihout 
motion contiot vou hive ti 
know voui feet 

Ihe best wav lo stiri 
getting to know your tee (is 
lo find out how they re let 
to vour body weight You 
could do this cither bv wet 
ting your fee I and standing 
on an ahsorbe nt flat surkue 
or by tracing vour feet on 
paper As ^ith methods 
will give impnnls of the 
foot It does not it etiv mit 
ter as to which Ins to 'x 
followed But tilt impoitant 
thing IS to be nomnl It 
d(Ks not help il vou hold 
your feel in anv vv iv that is 
different to how vou nor 
mailv do Get in impnnt 
while sitting on i enair 
then while stindmg with 
your weight even distn 
buted on both icet and 
then while standing on one 
foot 

(ConUnuad next week) 
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Review 


Against all odds 

Tony Ijewis reports on the Asia Cup cricket tournament 

at Sn Lanka 


W ill \ I viUidtew from fhf> 
A I < ompt tition in 'in 

lank linid of Control then 

mu I omukied lalhnK it oft 

F tl (I Iv torcnckil thtv did not 
()l iii*^* Uu Ummamtnl lo I the 
I ti\( dimension of the lust cup 
Idt IS de tcnduiK their trophv hut as 
II turned out i Sii I anlea win dKimst 
the iKids w IS exeilenicnt tnouKh 
I lire e eountrie s e onli sttd the Asi i 
Cup—Sn Lanka Pakistan and Bang , 
iadesh and by late arrangement N&w 


A il ind Joined in a tinnj'ulai eonte st 
Wihieh 1 in eoiu urre ntly 1 his was won 
bv Fikisian who foi a lon^ time 
lixiked to be in i eliss ot their own 
I he openinj, eeiemonv t(Kik plict 
It the Sinhalese Sports Club in Col 
ombo His exrellencv IK lay iwai 
dene siid i few words md imonn 
others who took the mieiophonc the 
Pre side nt of the Asi in Crie ket Confe i 
cnee (iiniini Dissmivike reaffirmed 
their belief that the jtame of eneket 
was greater than the veto ot the 


Indi in people ind that the show 
should go on I he three teams were 
led into the stidium by schoolgirl 
bands unitonne d in the colours of the 
tounirv which imbled behind Imran 
ind Ja\e d Mi indad bolh we iring dark 
sunglasses ptovided shirp contrast to 
the ir sweet young musicians i couple 
of Mifioso let loose in a ballet class 
Iht Inditionil oil I imp wis lit by 
the hinds ot ill nations present and 
after a lengthy burst ul national dane 
ing all sui^rbly done the talking was 
over and he scene set for the mor 
row Sn L ink i versus Pakist in it the 
P Sara Siidiuin 

1 imved from Bntiin to he ii thit 
bad tempers hid ilmost mined the Sii 
i anka Pakist in lest senes which had 
just ended Imi in hid thieitened to 
tike his side home il the umpiring 
errors we re not c heeked I i\e d Mian 
dad hid le ipt over i b mndiry fence to 
thieaten i speetiten with his bat 
Iheretore in this fiisl Asia Cup 
match the most impottint men in 
Colonibe were the neutiil umpires 
irom fnglind Du he Bird ind Dnid 
Shejiheid I town out late irom 1 ng 
land ind obviou Iv jet lined ibev 
still did 1 supeib i >b ! ikist in i iited 
t i (hinge Ihe bill ittfi if c \<rs h 
wis tossed It Slupluid who give it 
but 1 swilt ghn I squee/td it ind 
lohlud It In k to the bow lei Iht 
Iiij M wd thetitd 

I 111 did not stop Piki tin from 
winning this gimt bv 81 luns Moshin 
Klnn w IS the Min el the Miteh lor 
his tuns t ip scene ot lx lb innings 
on I pitch wbuli helped sc im is well 
as stnn Onlv huruiipu with 11 got 
ovet Iwcnlv foi Sn I mki 

Bmglidcsh hid i tense start 
igunst Pdki tin incl were smiplv out 
of their depth Pikistati won by eight 
wickets with cue ins of Unu to spare 
/he pitch It the Moratuwa Cround 
down along the (laile Road out of 
Colombo wis wickedly slow ind un 
suited to inte mationai pi iv He wever 
the importance of Bangladeshs pre 
sente was tlie weight it gave the 
whole eoneeption of an Asian eotiltr 
ence Reaching this finals stage by 
qualifying in a preliminary tournament 
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against Hong Kong and Singapore, 
they are a countiy aspiring urgently 
towards higher things and it is excel¬ 
lent that they can be lined up with 
three Test-playing nations in order to 
understand the playing standards 
which go with Hie highest class of 
cricket. 

They have one problem at home— 
pitches. There are five million people 
in Dhaka, almost three million in 
Chittagong but a fast-reducing number 
of grounds where they might play 
cricket. Even the members of this 
national side play mostly on concrete. 
Special matches are on matting, and 
for their best cricket, say for the visit 
of a touring country, they will prepare 
a turf strip. 

I was able to suggest to them that it 
would be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, for Bangladesh to achieve 
Test match playing standards as lung 
as the only form of cricket played m 
the country was 40-45 over games. 

Bangladesh lost to Sri Lanka at 
Kandy. Then Sri I^nka were beaten 
by New Zealand in the triangular 
trophy, so we reached the Asia Cup 
final with only one conviction. Pakis¬ 
tan could scarcely lose. 

Cricket IS not like that, however. 
And the sequence of previous encoun¬ 
ters between the countries made Sri 
Lanka's win all the more surprising. 
Of the last nine one-day internationals 
between them, Pakistan had won 
seven, two being abandoned without 
result. 

The pitch at the Sinhalese Sports 
Club was the best of the series, yet it 
was hut and humid and the ball swung. 
Pakistan lost Mudassar, Moshin 
Khan, Rameez Raja and Imran Khan 
for 32 runs by the 8th over. Then 
came the heroic innings, accordmg 
with the perfect script for a 45-over 
match. Javed Miandad grafted, then 
nudged singles, scampered twos and 
ended by playing savage cuts, pun¬ 
ching on-dnves and generally scoring 
off every ball for 68. Salmi Malik 
helped hun put on 40, Mansoor Elahi 
joined a stand of 60 and Abdul Qadir 
flailed the ball for liis own lightning 30. 
Pakistan—19i. 

Sri Lanka got off to a racey start 
and then got stuck in the face of the 
bowling 01 Qadir and Mansoor Elahi, 
one spinning, the other swinging. The 
youn^ters panicked—Kuruppu got 
rubbled by Miandad’s placing of a 
silly-point aiul gave a cdtch off bat and 
pad. Mahanama slogged and was 
caught, Gurusinghe did not read the 


googly and snicked one to Zulqamain. 

■T'hen occurred the most important 
tactical error of the game. Imran had 
left the field. A blow sustained at the 
back of the calf muscle had made it 
stiffen painfully and he could hardly 
walk. Javed Miandad took over and 
was left with the mighty problem as to 
who was to bowl Imran’s 9 overs and 
when. 

Possibly, he got the ‘who’ right—a 
combination of Salim Malik and 
Mudassar—but he certainly got the 
‘when’ OTong. 

He decided, with Ranatunge and 
Aravinda Di^Silva at the crease, both 
without a ruiho their names, he would 
try Salim and Mudassar at the same 
time, one from each end. Not only did 
he remove the pressure which Qadir 
and Elahi had built up, but he allowed 


two talented players to begin their 
innings against part-time bowling. By 
the time he brought back the best 
again, they were in unstoppable fonii. 
Ranatunge accelerated as they ran 
countless cheeky singles. Eventually 
Pakistan broke in the face of sheer 
brilliance. Javed had created a torrent 
from a trickle. Leadership is like that. 

The Asia Cup was a success, be¬ 
cause of this final ingredient of a Sn 
Lanka win against all predictions. 
However, no one underestimated the 
absence of India, and the representa¬ 
tives of a wide cricket world were 
delighted to see' the Indian Board of 
Control representatives arrive for the 
Asian Cricket Conference meetuig. It 
was happy for Sri Lanka that they 
demonstrated the meriLs of staynig 
‘on stage’ whatever the disturbances 
off it. 



ArluiM Ranatung* banafltad from a tactical arror by tha 
Pakistania to play himaalt into unatoppabfa form 







Everton and L i veipool: Moving 
towards a Merseyside Derby 


M I ivci podt s ( 
l_Kush cr< 

ht KlllIK d) 1 t 11 

moininj, M 
Mt I s< V M J I I ' *** 

(jiushf fl \\ 1 in 

( \ C ilu findl ll 

t(| cf In Kubh the 
I t\ I fl intematiunai 
ll k I who scored the 
I line )sOil in extra tinu 
I ht 11 w IS 1 shaft of light 
hetwe (11 two Watfoid de 
it util rs but it was enougl 
1 If Kush to guide the ball 
home via a post beyond the 
goalkeeper & desp iirmg 
dive Of such slutf ire the 
games great goal stealers 
made I or them the half 
chance is unlikel) to go 
abeggtng let alone full 
bkmded ones Small won 
del that soccers pedigiee 
strikers are measured in 
gold or nullion pound and 
dollar notes 

I ake for example Mark 
Huj^ies of Mane he ste r Un 
lied who started the se ason 
in a blaze ol gloty but 
whose deeds since have 
ceased to light up the foot 
ball sky as his dub struggle 
with disappointment after 
disappointment He hasn t 
been scoring for them le 
eenth - wlui h perhaps is 
part of their problem —yet 
even his laeklustre form 
has tempted Bariciona to 
part with £1 million and 
molt for his services He 
IS after all a striker and 
one who may come good at 
any time and handsomely 
repay the expense 
But It IS to the present 
one must turn Watford has 
liold Liverpool at AnfieJd to 
a goalless draw At home 
their chances were surely 
better Indeed Uity looked 
positively rosy onI\ four 
mmutes from time when 
they led by a first half John 
Barnes goal scored from a 
free kick dangerously near 


I ill I iveip(xj| penalty box 
Liverpool schemed and 
piesscd without bre ikini, 
their opponents down 
Player manager Kennv 
Dalglish then brought him 
self on and though 15 ind 
short of the vit il extia \ iid 
of pact Ins vision md 
touch wen njoi to behold 
More importintly they b{ 
gan to unlock the obstacles 
in I iv( tpcKil s p ith Kush in 
a suigc tor god wis 
brought down in the Wit 
ford penally ire a and jin 
Molby made no mistake 


from the sp<n kick 

So ne ir md vet so fir 
Wntford thins dropped 
somewlnl after ihit and it 
senned iJmost inevilabk 
that 1 ivtrpool would stoic 
II WIS Dilglish who trapped 
the ball and turned on the 
proverbial six pence btfou 
slipping It to Rush who shot 
home 

Once agaui I ivtrpool hid 
displiycd then chii ictcr to 
take a natch coming in 
from behind Reputations 
such as thciis have been 
earned in the most testing 


of situations at home and 
abiuad No game foi them 
is ever lost unless it is own 
by their opponents at the 
final whistle 

1 iverpool now meet 
Southampton whom they 
beat a couple of days before 
in the League 2 1 m the 
semi finil In this League 
(ncountei too Liverpool 
were 1 goal down thanks 
to one of goaikt tper (irob 
btlaars lushts ot blood 
when h iving stormed out of 
his box and conceded a 
needless llirow ht thtn 
iliowed lawienccs shot 
off Bond s he idt d pass to 
bounce into the net through ' 
his legs 1 iverpool got die ' 
equ iliser througli Wark af 
lei Molby had sliced open 
the Saints de fence and 
Rush ckveily laid the ball 
off foi his partner Wark 
soon reciproc itcd by head 
mg down lolinstons cross 
foi Rush to score his 
memorable 22nd goal of the 
season 

So I iverpool gained then 
6 lid point m 33 gTincs and 
now stind stcond in the 
kiist Dim sir n table to 
kvtrton who by drawing 
1 1 Aith (hmipionship con 
tc ndt 1 s Chelst a maintain 
top position with 66 points 
Ironi 12 games Chelsea 
who have played 29 games 
art lourth with 58 pomts 
while just above them art 
Manchester United with 59 
from 11 games Lower 
down in seventh place are 
West Ham United with 51 
points from only 27 
games—which surely 
makes them also one of the 
favourites tor the League 
tide 

I he kverton Chelsea tie 
was critical and its frantic 
pace perhaps told its own 
tale It was thus more a 
blood and guts affair with 
the silken skiUs usually 



is Livarpool’s vitlonarv and meaaiah 
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assoiiattci with till Ltigut 
ltdders It a low punuum 
It was hiidl\ surpnsinR 
wlien C Ik 1st a took tht It. id 
through in tstelknilv 
taken thintt Jtri\ 
Caniijhtll lot thtii ilust 
nous oppont nts 1( iktd out 
of soits nid sluigpltd to 
find tiuu tint thvtlim Hut 
find It thtv did in tht dving 
niinutts when Ktvin 
Sht«i> fl\ ing hi idcr w is 
right on t iigtl foi fht 
ti|uilisti hviitiiis stnk 
er tht dtstntdh pii/id 
(iar\ lineltx hid i mod 
trait initih bv his i \iltfd 
stindirds lining t iktii his 
tally of (Oil loi th( st isuii 
to H 4 l ' 1 ht mist Ik it 

tht pt il hn pi wt is ind 
IS (trtm t bi i nnjor 
(oiLi 1 » I ni I nd in the 
Woikl L Ip 11 Mf VK SMiv 
It tot k St I ig 1 i mt of 
th( top tliihs I iwiltnio 
his gitis itni mi i nn siei\ 
foi liiukti it III ester 
Lit\ w IS t in mil IK wn 
quiiility Hi miltli wmntt 
foi f \nt in m tht upl ntd 
f \ Cup (|in]l(i linil 
igiinsl 1 iiioii w IS I g< 111 
I vtiton nd 1 1 tipotil 
irt both in tht 1 \ Cup 

St nil lin ils I lit II lint r 
iTKtt Sht flit Id Wt dm dav 
who bt I' Wtsi Him by i 
solitarv giH whilt the lit 
Ui tikt on Si ithmiplon 
Alit idv pundits iit sptvu 
lating on i po siblt 
Mtrstvsidt III I by it 
Wtnibly I 111 iMtti gods 
tould fool n ill ind plump 
insle id toi i South impton 
versii Slitllitld Widnts 
dav final Somthi w niit 
doubts thit liui I net 
pool liavt 1 f-ui ly indilit i tnt 
retord m tin tompttition 
having WO) it miy mtt 
under Hill shiiikly s man 
agemcnl His uctcssot 
Bob Pai&ltv took eviry 
thing fiom Iht I tagut 
chanipKinship to the bmo 
pean Cup but the I A 
Cup eluded him As ii ilvi 
didjoe tagu) whofollowtd 
him and ictiied at the t nd 
of last season But that is 
all in the past Liverpool 
pnde themselves on creat 
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Trevor Stevens, guiding Everton to victory 


mg histoiy linder Kenny 
n ilghsh ho will be lO bold 
IS 1 1 lule out them rhani ts 
of itathmg Wembley or 
iventuiUv tliinbiiig up Us 
liallowed steps to toUttt 
the tiophy* 

As for I verton sub 
merged in the shadows of 
I ivtrpool for i decade and 
a half they emerged last 
year into tlie limelight to 
tarry off the 1 eague chani 
pionship the P uropean 
Cup Winners Cup Luro 
pean Cup falhng to Man 
(hester United m the final 
of the h A Cup The years 
of drou^t had clearly given 


wiv to a flood liveipool 
F ve rton would c e tainlv st t 
tht nation alight 
Hut tht It IS dlwiys 1 
d ingt I of t oun mg ont s 
thitkens piimaturtly 
West Ham foi instin t 
were having i Jream Cup 
md 1 e ague i un belort 
being brought 1 1 earth with 
a bump by Sheffield 
Wednesday who kniKkcd 
them out of the quutei 
final of the F A Cup A 
few days latei they lUe 
cumbed to Ars'*nal in the 
League by a solitary goal 
scored by John Woodcock 
Such was the tensuui that 


the Hamintis ipiiinAlyii 
Martin an 1 ngl md W id 
Cup probable li id i s< i t 
with l)a\id OLeu\ ml 
was sint off by the tel< u 
A'* for Manchcstei I u 
ittd they fell to loytl 
Queens Park Kangeis 1 ml 
in 1 e iguc which is the only 
title left open to them 
Iheu minigei the flam 
boy int Ron Atkinson is 
subduid ind siltnt as lit 
reflet ts tm Iht suit ess 
stoiy of Ottuber and 
Novtnibet tint went badly 
wrong III the substquint 
months His piidttessor 
tht tolourful I otnnu 
Dot heity w is ({uuted is 
siymg thit yvilli tin L7 
million pounds tint Atkin 
son Ind s;Knt on buying 
pliyirs Ik tould bought up 
tht Lt igut is well Did 
siytdhimstll tht troublt of 
any loniiKtition Ihm is 
obnouslv nn lo\e lost bi 
twttn the two Alkmstm 
his spent ptodigiouslv ind 
his results ait my thing but 
piodigious Unitid thiive 
on siitttss snd they ni 
vent won the 1 1 igui suite 
lMb7 whin M It I Husbv wis 
m th irgt I II s wtit the 
hikyon divs i (itotgt 
Be st I)i III I iw fyobbv 
Chirlton Pit t uiind and 
tht list 

A f isi in Him I m l un rais 
ei to Mimic w is piovidtd 
bv Brazil s two tneuuiiUrs 
III I uiopt lust agamsf 
West (ttmnny ihtn with 
Hiingiry Apiit honi their 
Italnn exiles /ito Junior 
andDintiu (he Kranltans 
were it lull strtnglh 
agitnst Hu Cumins 
I lieu wtu gluiipsts of 
tht ir bre itli* iking m igic 
but as in Spun four ytars 
ago tht II dt fe ni t was 
ntkety md they lost 2 nil 
Hungiry woisttd them f 
ml md lelt Santain ihtii 
managei his only i short 
two niontlis tei put together 
a squad rtmisienl of his 
countiy s golden years 
Politic s and drift sadly have 
taken their toll of BraaiLun 
football 
P tmu nu A Mf 



Sporting Family Life 

SlJPhKS'I ARS have alwavs b< <. n I iIk II« <1 i'' tl*-1 >' hcd 
professionals who aie incdpabli ni l> < 1 nj. iin t motions or 
being bound down bv limiliiltits Xnd'iot without reason 
But th.it diM '• not nit in fh it tht it t ol ihtir tamiU 
bhanstht >iim idling Ilii''' I'l shown up i< tenth 
when M iitin i \ iu.ililo\ i u ii old sister land 
dcfutdl tioni (./tiliosi) iM I with lit! hante and applied 
for isvliini in llit I niti d '>1 ilt s o) America An acentn 
plisiKdUnni p.uti Jitistll Jana and lier fiance amt ed in 
Bonn \\t st (jtiniinv ind applied toi poliliealasclum 
will li iIm \ Ii \i Ixtn gianted It stems like she w ints to 
ti ml i( lid I kid sister wlio obtained political istliiin m 
tht I mini St iicsin I975and wasgranted titiat nslujj id 
I'M 


Royal Treatment 

(jRLGMAI IHEWS the Australian all-rounder was hit 
on the back of the head by a hard boiled egg after scoring a 
tenturv during Austraba s recent tour of New Zealand 
hilt It was not enough to hurt him it did make Matthews 
1( c I a little dejected 

Hut he soon i heered up the next day when the Queen, 
who was on an otficial visit to Newr Zealand along with 
Pi ini t Philhp was also hit bv an egg while \ isiting an 
Auckland lacetourse Thispromptlj brought back the 
impish smile to Matthews face as he remarked that he 
didn t mind being hit b\ eggs sincr he was being treated 
like ro\alt\ 

Pradeep Paul 
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Down in front! Down in front! 


Surf and turf? 




Fishing fashions. 
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Lobe story 

Ear not there 

P OLICE brutality ib 
somehow usuaUv 
associated with the thud of 
truncheons in musty cells 
or the peverse beating of 
an innocentf'*) roadside 
protestei Yet an ambitious 
officer h’om Cardiff deuded 
to flavour this assoaation 
with his partii ular brand of 
brutahty and pnx.eeded to 
bite off the ear lobe of his 
opponent in a local rugby 
game And while this 
anonymous erstwhile 
gentlenun has been 

( suspendc d and is ficing 
: charge s the ironv ol the 
I story was compounded bv 
j. the fact that his opponent 
m w is none other than a 
P fellow police officei from 
Nt wport I atest reports 
^ have confirmed th It r C 
Keith loiiesscir lobe lould 
not be sucesstulK stitched 
back on 

, Francis 

I writes 

W About Piggott s 

j nde‘ 

D ick FRANCIS is om 
of the world s foremost 
thriller writers who has a 
penchant for horses 
Lester Piggott is irgu iblv 
the world s gre ate si jockt \ 
ever though wt rc not 
sure whethei he has a 

K mchant for Ihnilers 
owever publisher 
Michael Joseph decided 
that the combination was 
perfect and I ranas was 
assigned as I i>igoU s offi 
c lal biographe i 
Two observations were 
aired regaidmg this tandem 
project Theturst 

1 concerned the foct that the 
book was mooted in 1972 
yet took so long to be 
completed This in 
reference to Francis s 
ability to chum out books 
with the speed of the 
legendary Erie Stanley 





Gardner Francis 
explained Lester is very 
uncommunicative People 
don t realise that he is 
totally deaf and has to lip 
re ad It w is a most diffic ult 
task 

f rant is was then 
criticised forlocussing only 
on Piggotfs hr lliancc 
without h ivmg dwelt on the 
controversies which 
followed the jckKc v 
throughout his c tree r 
Pam mg this dlle c'alicm 
1 rancis had the iierfecl 
answe t Why should I 
paml a black picture of him-' 
Its his book Biavq 
Francis 

English 

fans 

A violent lot 

A Scotland Yard 
statement that 


soccer related viotente was 
be utg orgamsed on a major 
scale by eertam 
individuals And with 40 
undercover officers at 
work attendmg matches 
and travelling with fans to 
various ai eas it is apparent 
thit the situation is 
extremely volatile And last 
month s raid on a house in 
I ondon s 1 ulham area was 
a brittle nmg example of the 
extent of mayhem which 
could be unleashed in this 
socce r crazy c ountry 

1 he raid justpnorto 
h ngland s away 
mtemational against the 
Soviet Union unearthed a 
ventdblearsenal There 
were switchblades and 
fixe d blade knives 
crossbows daggers clubs 
u-onbars scalpel blades 
spiked brass knuckles and 
certain ipatenal concenung 
the National Front a 



extremisl nght wing 
organisation 

If these weapons along 
with the occasional 
revolver were to be 
smuggled uito the various 
stadia not just opposing 
fens but players as well 
could be prune targets 
The repercussions of such 
an incident are 
unimaginable and the 
seven people arrested m 
the raid should he dealt 
with severely to set a harsh 
precedent And for those 
who disagree' Remember 
Brussels 

Baseball 

and the French'^ 

C an you imagine the 
Lnj^ish playing 
kabbadi the Italians playing 
cncket theAmencans 
playing sepak takraw or the 
Indians playmg ice hockey’ 
No Idontth^so 
Ytt can vou imagine the 
dc hcate French pfeynig 
basebaIPWeU Im afraid 
you 11 have to because the 
experimentation has 
already begun Last month 
lb plavers representing the 
Instilut Supt neur de 
(lestion 1 business school 
in Pins visited New York 
to play against some local 
college teams Business 
schcKiP Playing baseball’ 
However they began 
dgamst Iona College and 
were subsequently and 
obviously dt umated Iona 
hit 10 runs in the first 
mnings decided 
dipiumatieally not to keep 
score ui the second though 
coach T rombino said We 
could have scored 100 
today 

Anyway thev seemed 
happy enough withYaidc 
catcher Murphy sweanng 
he saw one of them jottmg 
down notes thougj'French 
captain Florent Michel 
departed with a It s 
something unusual ’* 

That $ wlut Uie averat^ 
Indian would have say 
about ice-hockey 








J 


Mahdjoub Ben Bella, an 
Algerian painter poaes 
on his paintwork 
cobblestone that the 
riders of the next 
PariS'Roubaix cycle race 
will pass This new style 
of painting which is blue, 
red yellow and white 
covers almost 10 km 

I 

, April \u 1 on({)Mi 
I « nuin I llu 1 1 st 
wDiii 111 \v ill 11 I hi 1 1 I 

IK VI will 1(1 I( ( 11(1 whill 
MiniiiiK'IlK KMKMIii will 
It in ithli tu nil it in I uv . 

I in I Imii ^•iti>')iii(links It ^ 
miniili i» ' SI I (iikIs III j 
I In 111 I hi I pin ions w Olid 
ti (oi(lh\ o\ii lull imi 
niiti 

I 

April I >1 iim Ilk st imp 

I ihi u ni III ol iiitlioiit\ 

on vvoild l> irliniiil in i 
M iti n I losi md Kiisti n 
I I II ( n li ini lip t( Ik U 
I III I uid II till tin il I till 
1 III p( iiihidn ltd II (hull 
I ion III! t t pps il I 

'swi II I 

I 

I Miki <i itlini, I ni>l itid s 
Mil I ipt tin on till tom ol 
\\( st liidii I Ills t< I’l t I 
litn ss 11 itilii iti IS tils 
, thiinil) wtiii h hi It I I iiid 
' liiiiriisihi Ml It II iKiiiist 
iill hulls till sou I his 
Is i, ittiiij s s< ondmiim ot 
ill III 11 i\ II hi il III his 
ni SI I II 111 I ti 111 111 st 
oni In iiiK^ini lonil 

^ 1 \ 111 1 1 tiill Him had 

ht nudiiislo sioHiikti 


to a bone (hip in his r ii,ld A West (tt i man t xpedtUon 

knee is t xainim d h\ m to Mount I ilit ho m Nepal is 

orthop H dll sill pt on in Jnt bv an aval mi he and lost 

Ne 'v N oi k mil tinds out two of their le mi mem 

tint thill IS ni hone i hip bers I ht deceased are 
111(1 till (laininl inflamation idcntilitd as Rudolf Spring 
m i\ hi dm to a tc « m thi and Hermann Ebert 

qu lilt III p tendon 

April Australia ate 

1 April Inch I gi t 1 (I i shocked bv the odd goal 

litiihhmp horn Wi st m five b> West tit imany m 

(If t 111 mv in ihi ti 111 st the t Hamptons 1 rophv 

ni iti h it the t h impiims hoc key tournament at 
1 roph\ hotki V (nuin miciit Kai lehi Also m the wm 
at Kat lehi In tlu othc i mng mood are Holland as 
m ite hi s plavi d tod i\ Hit they gel past Bntain 2 1 
I tin md I’akislin shtri 

points with il 1 tit ne md I upland do (good job oi 

\u ti ill i be tl Holl mil h\ it stiu ting tlu West Indu s 

in II go ils l( one bilsnit n to 271 for seven 

on the see one! dav of the 

loti Hii hud (iiintt pins fourth lest at Fort of Spam 
linot vMlhtlu 1 ngli hbil 

ting IS hi pii ks up lorn Ml w A iland waim up for 

(Ml kits lot ftimi toil the Austnlasia Cup at 
diiie 1 ngl md to '(Ml ill out Sh itt ih bv posting an easy 
in lilt 11 tust innings m tlu siv witki I vu torv ovei Sn 

fourth list It Fort if 1 mkiin ione daymteina 

Spun At i lost ot pin on turnil it Colombo Chasmg 

tin til st d ly W t t Indu s thi I ank m store of 117 tor 

It ply with 12 loi no loss niiu Nt w Zealand store 140 



Cambridge (top teft) puli away from Oxford as ttwy 
pass under London's Hammersmith Bridge during 
the University Boat Race held annually on the 
Thames Cambridge won the race by seven 
lengths, their first win since 1975 


April Indu notch up 
kG)their first wm of the 
eighth Champions Trophy 
hockey tournament at 
Karachi as they edge past 
Pakistan 3 2 

The West Indies make a 
mockerv of the Enf^ish 
team as they scuttle them 
out for just 130 m their 
second innings and score 
the required 10 runs for 
vietoiy with ovei an hour to 
spare on the third dav 

Sn Lanka erupts with joy 
and a public holiday is de 
elared by the President as 
their entket team emerges 
as thi one day ehampions 
of Asia Playing Pakistan in 
the final Sn Lanka over 
haul the Pakistani total of 
101 for nine with five wick 
ets III spare 

/et shan All Indu s 
talented juniot tennis plav 
er t urrt ntiy playing the 
South East Asian i ireuit 
finishes as the runner up to 
Snehapan 1 makoron of 
1 hailaiid in the buy s sing 
les ol the Hong Kong Open 
junioi tennis championship 

/April Australia outplay 

' India by tliiee goals to 
nil in the C hampions 1 ro 
phy hotkey tournament at 
Karaehi to reduce India s 
chance seven furthei In 
the othei match West 
Germany and Britain share 
pomts with all draw 

Pakistan bounce back trom 
their Asia Cup loss to Sn 
l^nka to beat New Zealand 
by foul wickets m a one 
day international at Col 
ombo Chasing the New 
Zealand store of 214 for 
eight Pakistan score 217 
for SIX 

y i) April The Champions 
(P'Trophv hockey touma 
ment at Karachi has to rest 
content with drawn en 
counters as Pakistan and 
Holland and Australu and 
Bntam share pomts in 
then respetlive matches 


I 



Crossword 

Mudir 
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ACROSS 

1 Merrenary editor for an Australian 
tennis player (3 4) 

4 This Trophy given to the winner of 
the motor cycle race in the Isle of 
Man may be mistaken for an 
overseas traveller (7) 

8 Wicketkeeper batsman with mure 
than hundred first class centuries 
(4) 

9 Shall I never storm or— |ust 
because the umpire s fair ^ (5) 

10 Dhyan Chand s kin IS indigent the 
other way around (4) 

11 Kiwi runner winner of the 800m in 
the 1960 Olympics (5 1 1) 

13 Rags and Arkle to the cricketing 
world (7) 


DOWN 


1 A long jumper lands in this (3) 

2 Sort of trick a bowler dreams of 
conjuring (3) 

3 Central Uruguavan Railway Cricket 
Club until 1913 IS now better known 
as a soccer side (7) 

5 Cricket ng delivery which deviates 
from the off to leg (3 4) 

6 Shapely name for India s leading 
Test umpire till recently (7) 

7 Association footballer for Bentica 
and Portugal ends in a circle (7) 

11 Title common to Sobers Ramsey 
Hobbs and Hutton (3) 

12 This break moves to the off coming 
up (3) 


Crossword Quiz Brex^e 


Quiz 

Rariit ChosR 


BRIIXiK 

B » ychttp re 



QUESTIONS 

1 Which country has won the PIA 
Champions 1 rophy (Hockey) most 
times'? 

2 When did India lose a hockey charn 
pionship fight to Pakistan on goal 
average"? 

3 Which team won the Durand Cup in 
the first post Independence tourna 
ment"? 

4 When was the Rovers Cup shared for 
the first time"? 

5 What does iCF indicate"? 

6 In canoeing which is the fastest boat ? 

7 When did Inoia concede for the first 
time more than one goal in an Olym 
pic hockey match"? 

8 What IS Octopush ? 

9 hive biutheis repiesentnd Australia m 
theOlympK Gaineb at Hockey Who 
an the y"? 


r 0 quality for the final of the T ournatnent 
of Champions at Deadville the French 
needed a clear win against Holland I 
was among the spectators who witneb 
sed the last board 


4 K Q 10 9 2| 
O Q 10 9 J 
2 

^983 


7 

K 10 9 6 b 4 
4* A Q 7 6 b 4 



North South wen vuineiable and this 
was the bidding on biidgei ima 


ANSWERS 


ui ijnr pueuojuo') iii-j 

1>>>0 I^W o ni od dm 6 

j)ijp|bu ^ UI /toNj log lajPM 
japun ioj pasn bauigoujos auii u ag j g 
All) ooixay^ |P s )uip>) (joh l 
agi Ui puejv a/ mom i.»i I'-oi ii uoijaa ? 

‘ gnwiiu t inofic 

UI LUUOCJ jo \0 ui- > (I >• llK)-j M 4 

uoiii-Jc/pa I ooL i j iLuoiii 01 iiu| 
lift 

MOip lebuoy |sv j pot ooi|(id gs ijiv ij 
pjgpuy--isiitui) tjgi logM (tjui t 
(0 I c" c 

upbpg ungoyM g) iJijod pi gi i ifitn (• 
(flgr,lipiPV ?'?! 'J ii|l 'I 
14861 fSt H'i|in nv t 



South 

West 

North 

East 

Perron 

Maas 

GhemI i Si hi, 


pass 

pass 

purs 

pass 

IS 


K 

pass 

pa I 

rndble 

(Jblf 

3D 

pass 

pa >s 

pass 

pass 

pa 

pd-> 

(It)liJ 


Note t humi i 

ll vt 1 11 

(jfi 

01 Ills 

two suitoi Prircr 

uff< 1 ifir 

( 

lit It UI 

III dummy and letl 

1 ( lull 1' 

ih 

1 t He 

lolluwod with i f 
ind a club rutf Ihi 

Kit * 

I n lit t 

r ( 

1 Icb 
lui id 


trump overtaking in durriiny t i t won 
Olid sfiortened tht- dummy wit?" inuthei 
spade 

After two mori roui i i'- o1 diarnonos 
t asi field thi I mg rump IK used this to 
'uft a Llut) then had U k ad a low heart 
Perron went op witli Itir king and this 
was his ninth trick u/0 to hririce In the 
closed room meanwhile the bidding had 
been 


South 

West 

North 

East 

Mulder 

Rei 

R( hat u 

Sharif 


plingt 1 

JNT 

dbic 

3D 

pas'- 

')D 

dble 

pass 

4D 

pass 



pass 

To use 2Nt to displa, a minor two 
suiter seems idiotii to nip and the 
advance to five diamonds was a bad 
mistake Fast would probably have play 
ed in four hearts South in five di 
amends doubled misjudged the hearts 
and lost 800 this was 16 match points 
to France just enough to carry them to 
the final against Italy which they won 
after a close match 


ExeeNent: 15-14. Good: 13, Fair: 12. 
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GAME ENJOYED 


In the second extract from his autobiography, Peter May 
focuses attention on the issues that faced cricket in his 
playing days and now. His attitude to one of 
them—^Umited-overscricket—^is this: ‘...harmlessand 
profitable. But in the long term will the game—^and its 
finances—benefit if a generation grows up to believe that cricket 
is just slogging and not the age-old duel between bowlers and 
batsmen?’ The book is published by Stanley Paul and priced at 

£9.95 


Cricket’s PnMems Today and 
Tomorrow 

I WAS not directly involved with 
the Packer descent on cncket in 
1977, althoufjh 1 have had plenty 
of opportunity to assess at close 
quarters its after-effects. At the time 1 
was distressed by its divisiveness and 
by the way that in some cases it 
destroyed traditional loyalties, espe¬ 
cially those to one's country. 

To my knowledge there had been 
no discontent among players in Eng¬ 
land. There may have been some in 
Australia, where cricket was not a 
fulltime occupation for so many, but 
' the state captains had just thanked the 
Board for what was being done to 
improve the players' lot. It was still in 
most cases not a game to be played 
purely for money, but ideally by play¬ 
ers qualified for other jobs beside 
cncket. 

In England the Cricketers* Associa¬ 
tion tiad been consulted on every 
major issue affecting players. The 
Association, just as much as the 
Board, must have deplored the covert 
way in which the defections were 
achieved, though 1 suppose that in any 
business move like that—and this one 
basically concerned exclusive Austra¬ 
lian television rights—secrecy is all 


important. 

What has it left behind? On the 

R rofit side, moie sponsorship. There 
ad been no shortage of sponsors 
before, but, stimulated by this new 
commercial invasion of the game, they 
were prepared to put more money in 
now. Where this penetrates to the 
grassroots, that is a thoroughly good 
thing; and 1 have said that I do not 
grudge the leading players their grea¬ 
ter rewards so long as they do not 
allow fringe benefits to interfere with 
the main reason for their prosperity, 
which IS their cricket. 

1 am not entirely sure that the 



average county player is much better 
off than he would have been without 
the Packer business and indeed there 
has been at least one st-ason when the | 
Cricketers’ Association has asked the 
TCCB not to increase the fees for 
Test matches because they were get¬ 
ting out of proportion to what non- 
Tesl players could earn. 

But w^ the big rewards tliere 
came, so it seemed to me, a changed 
approach to the game. Some of the 
reports of behaviour on the field in 
Australia and by West Indies in New 
Zealand have appalled and disen¬ 
chanted those brought up in days 
when the courtesies and manners of 
the game were observed by every¬ 
one, not least by the professionals. 

Even in England where players and 
administrators run things in general 
harmony, disciplinary action has to be 
taken far more frequently nowadays. 
Sometimes the authonties overreact, 
sometimes they are too weak. It is 
very hard to hit the right degree of 
punishment for infnngements of the 
game's code of conduct. For one 
thing, if suspension seems the proper 
punishment for a leading player, the 
Board or relevant authority must nut | 
allow itself to be influenced by know- j 

ing that this would upset tl^ spon¬ 
sors. ! 





Book ExtrXct 


The intense way in which the so- 
called instant cricket is played has 
much to do with excesses. Matches, 
and the rewards attached to them, 
engender a heat of excitement in 
which umpires’ decisions are ques¬ 
tioned in a manner which would never 
have been tolerated once. 

This is an area of the modem game 
about which I am particularly con¬ 
cerned. One of my first acts on 
becoming chairman of selectors was 
to ask the new captain. Bob Willis, to 
do his best to stamp out bad behaviour 
and dissension on the field. He made 
an excellent job of it but it is not easy 
to eliminate unruly behaviour in your 
own side when their opponents arc 
behaving badly—and sometimes pro¬ 
fiting by It, for example by excessive 
appealing which can bully umpires into 
making mistakes. 

The burden on the umpire has 
become depressingly heavy, heavier 
stiD because his decisions are sub¬ 
jected to playbacks on television. 
However sympathetically these are 
done, people lorget the decisions he 
gets riglit and remember the tew 
which he gets wrong. 

We pride out selves in England on 
having the best umpires in ttie world, 
partly because they are either former 
first-class cncketers themselves or 
because, through standing in a full 
first-class programme, they have 
absorbed the tlunking of first-class 
players. If an international panel ol 
Test umpires is ever fomied—to eli¬ 
minate not biased umpiring, which 1 
believe is a ranly, but bad and inex¬ 
perienced umpinng—I would expect a 
high proportion ol its members to be 
English. 

But it is unrealistic even in England 
to expect all our umpires to tackle the 
wide range of duties now required of 
them and at the same time to liave the 
toughness of character to resist the 
pressures put on them by ill-behaved 
players. They may unanimously agree 
at meetings in the quiet of tlie close 
season on what action should be taken 
! on bad behaviour and un&ir plav, but 
that is very different from deciding in 
I the heat of battle, perhaps when 
weary at the end of a long hot day, the 
exact degree of a player's transgres¬ 
sion and whether he has overstepped 
the mark. 

I have always admired Dickie Bird’s 
handling of di&ult situations. He docs 
not duck away from them but brings 
an element of humour to the scene 
and has die respect of players. He is 


often considered to lie an eccentric 
and to that extent reminds me ol Alec 
Skeldiug of Leicestershire, a veteran 
umpire in the 1951 Is. Alec was not as 
good an umpire as Diikie Bird. For 
one thing, his fading evc'sight pre 
vented it. He made many nustakes but 
got a lot right liy cncket in.stinct and 
he w-as such a lovely character that 
the players did everything they could 
to help him. 

A big diflereiice between my time 
as a player and today is that the 
umpire is now leqiiired to do much of 
what siiould projierlv be the captain’s 
job. Control of short-pitched how'ling 
is one example. 

'Die best tasi bowlers ol m\ dav did 
not bowl a succession oi sliortiiitchi'd 
balls. The odd bouniiu' was consi 
dered a legitimate weajioii in the last 
bowler’s armoury and also added to 
the variety for the watcliiiig siiecla- 
tors. But theie waslioiiot il one was 
bowled to an inejit, illequipjied late- 
ordei batsman. 

I well remembei Ray Liiidwair.s 
words on the subject: 'll I can’t bowl 
out rune, ten, jack by pitching the ball 
up, 1 shouldn't be in the side.' 

Apart from the dangerous and bul¬ 
lying aspects, an excess ol short fast 
bowling in not only ineffective against 
stout-hearted batsmen hut downright 
boring. It cheats both crowd and 
opponents, for the halsnian has lew 
chances to play strokes. The drive 
becomes almost extinct. The game 
loses Its character and its attrai tiv e 
ness. Who, apart ptesumablv Ironi tht 
bowler, wants to play or watch a game 
ui which batting ior the niajoritv (1 
except the most skilful and the really 
tall batsman) is largely a struggle to 
survive without injury, not a duel ot 
stiokes and subtlety with the bowler.'' 


Professionals of my 
generation still wag their 
heads sadly at the demise of 
the amateur, although I am 
sure that for the sake of the 
game's reputation and for 
economic reasons, it hod to 
come. 



It IS a poor game when four last 
bowlers fire away with next to no 
relief from spin. The ideal remains 
two last bowlers, one mediuni-pai er 
and two spinners, which must make it 
a more interesting game to watcli and 

play- 

There is no easy solution. One 
country may lay down sjjecial condi¬ 
tions, as did the TCCB when, follow¬ 
ing an International Cncket Confer 
ence suggestion, it limited bouncers 
to one an over, but if visiting sides 
refuse to abide by this, the home 
players are put at a disadvantage, 'llie 
most feasible solutions he in the hands 
of captains, who must realize that the 
spint of the game is being infringed by 
mtimidation by their bowlers, and of 
umpires, who must be firm in acting 
on what is now a clear directive from 
the Laws. 

The hope that this may one day 
come about no doubt stamps me us an 
impractical idealist, but 1 see no leg¬ 
islation at the moment, in the present 
climate of diffenng world opinion, 
which can both maintain the game’s 
variety and curb excc'sses. 

1 ajuireciate that the captain, like 
the umpire, has a harder task today, in 
his case because he does not Iiuve the 
same authorilv as the nmatoui < aptam 
had. After the Second World War the 
amateur had a hard time e.-,tablishing 
liimsell in first-riass cricket. Bowlers 
would run up with appreciably greater 
zest when thev saw a ‘lancy caji’ at the 
other end. Hut once an amateur had 
made his mark as a good enough 
player and a giMxl leader, liis stoutest 
supporters would be the professionals 
who appreciated the spirit in wliich he 
played and recognized that, not earn¬ 
ing his livelihood from the game, he 
was in a stionger jwsition to repre¬ 
sent them with the committee. 

I’rofessioiials ol mv gimeration still 
wag their heads sadly at the demise of 
the amateur, although 1 am sure that 
for liie sake ol the game’s reputation 
and loi ecoiioinu' reasons it had to 
come. An amateur riught not have 
bei n paid foi playing but if, through 
advertising and vyriting for newspap¬ 
ers, he earned more than the profes¬ 
sionals and indeed deprived them of 
their perks, his position made a moc-k- 
ery oi amateur status and was under¬ 
standable cause for resentment. 

I.mysclf think that the game lost a 
lot with the fading from tte scene of 
the old position of senior professional, 
the captain’s chief of staff, who looked 
after dressing-room disapline and 
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One other respect in which I believe the gome has lost some of its charm 
and unpredictability, is through the total covering of pitches 1 feel that it 
they were uncovered, the spinners would not nowadays have the 


opportunity which they once had of bowling on sticky pitches 


whost word w is law I vtrv 
sitmed 1(1 liavi. th( knjck (d fiiutin^ 
the riKht tiwin fui ttu job 
One otiit. r 11 s|H (t in u hit h I bi 
111 VI Iht K imi b IS lost bom( of its 
I h<iitti iiid iinpridictabilitv is ihiouidi 
I Iht now lot il (ovi nng of piUhes I 
! fi( (Iv idmil tiMl if they wett unio 
I VIIId Iht spmiiir would not now idays 
hivt <h( 1 pportunity which he onct 
had ot howhn(( on stu ky piti is I hi 
last bow Ins would Ih given the job 
tMi( thii this IS l)fct lust I ipi nns think 
thi y will (l( It inori iionomiiallv than 
thi spinneisoi bti lUst th« ttxtuu ot 
pililu s jus I h ingt d is haid to s ly 
without nioK ividinii otwit md 
divingpilthis 

\ct untovirtd pittliis would U id to 
l> s •<tt iiotypid cMikct and although 
I ippi 111 iti till irgunii nts tor com i 
ini’ It kt (ps riigland on i qual ti nns 
will tliii lountnis whoalltovii ind 
It I »v Ilk s nun t tm kit - 1 would 
voU 1 II Us iholitioniliequiiidtodo 
so 

111 n my vi ar is Preside nl tit MCC 
Ik gin in Oi tubei 1980 I was well 
IK Ih it nowadays the job ramis 
I itv onsidcrable responsibilities and 
somiiinii s disagreeable tasks borne 
I of n V rt u nt predeiessors had been 


dr iw n into It iding dt k g itions ot 
ti i\t lling lound tin world on diliiatt 
politiial missions Asithapptnid mv 
imniedute suiitssot Hutnrt IXig 
g irt had to t iki the than at an 
t xtraordinai y geniral muting t alli d 
on 1 motion that MLL should st nd i 
It iin to South Ahriia 

My own year was nnrcifuUy trie (I 
lontentuHis issues indt id was bles 
sed by tin senes against Australu 
whiih turned on the histone win at 
lit adingley and two other exatmg 
1 1 st matihes at Fdgbaston and Old 
I ralford 

In so far as a President tan sit 
himstif targets m just one yi ir ol 
oMiie 1 hadtwoobjeetvies One was 
to meil me mbers and listen to sug 
gt stions I he mimbti ship is the most 
important part of any ilub and 1 
thouglit that anything which I could do 
to show that the President was not a 
remote unapproachable figure must be 
a good thmg 

1 found a lot ot goodwill on aO sides 
By the end of my vear of course 
t veryone was in an exe ellent humour 
because of the way that the Test 
senes had gone But even before that 
for example, at tiie AGM in Mayr— 
potentially one of the most difficult 


diy s lor iiiy Pn side nt 1 telt th it the 
ini inbtrs weit somthow on iny side 
1 think th it a Pi < side nt w’^io In be en 
will known is i pi ivt i h i', a bit, 
ad\ inldgt He is ri j. iidt d i-^ i (iicki 
tei fust indforimost wiihm (miIUu iI 
axL to guild ind with no ri put ition as 
I slut wd busuu sst mu jpiiold A 
I'ltsideiU from tht City without i 
known h iikgioimd howt vit worthy 
iiidbiilinnt hi'itowolk ilothirdei 
to t st ibiisli huristll in tht t y is of the 
nu mbt rship b t w know how invalu 
able hio work lias been to the club on 
eommmittee s and how lucky the club 
IS to liavc at the helm fur a year 
sonic one who is probably use d to 
steenngbigorgarusations He lias of 
com se not only to be the pre sident of 
a pnvatc club which lias special re 
sponsibihties for the I aws and is the 
owner of the world s most famous 
cncket ground but he has to be the 
chairman of the intonntioml Cricket 
Conference 

Ideally Ibtlicye the presidency 
should move around from cricketer to 
busuit ssman and to men fi om other 
walks of hfe The main requirement 
should obviously be a love of uicket 
and where possible, servKe to it 1 
had this m mind wh^ 1 nominated 
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There had been no shortage of sponsors before, but, stimulated by the 
new commercial invasion of the game, sponsors were prepared to put 

more money in now 


Hubtri I>oKgar+ dsniy suttLSSoi 

foi nianv irs i busy held 
master ht had never 11 astd to in 
voh e himself i loselv w ith youth ti ick 
et as president of tin. Fnglish Sc hools 
C nckt t Absotidtion and in in my othc i 
ways Ht was known to intmbti s as i 
former captain of Cambridge ind Sus 
sex who had played for Fngland and 1 
like to think that they lealixed wh it he 
had done for the National Ci icket 
Association and non hi st c lass crick 
et 1 know that ht was a most 
conscientious President who did his 
home work painstakingly throughout 
his year in office whetlier it w.is 
liiainng an important met iing at 
Lord s or spf aking at the dinner of a 
cricket dub ivith which ht had had no 
previous contacts Ht has recently 
added to his responsibilities the rhair 
manship ot the subcommittee oigani/ 
mg MCC s bicentenary m 1987 
My other aim was to do anythmg 1 
could to preserve the pnceltss hent 
age of Lord s Rebuilding is constantly 
under review and I dhd what I could to 
keep movmg the process which should 
ultimately lead to the repiacmg of the 
Mound stand by 1987 
The business s'ide of ourket today 
needs most carehl] hand^ l^stakes 


t in be V c 1 t ostly 1 he biggest mis 
take th It MCC li n e m idc in inv 
recollection was to cave in to a small 
but vociferous gioup if members who 
pioU su d against the ongmal plan of 
two lit rs of boxes in the new lavcin 
stand It was c laimed that this would 
dt pri\ c mt mbets of sc aling on big 
occasions and would involve cxtia 
c ost 1 ht nunibc r of st its lost would 
not hi\t btt n git it and tlic imounl 
say td was only t JO 000 1 h it would 
have been leiovtrtd st veial times 
o\ er in a single st ason such is the 
dt mnid foi boxt s Suriey sold tht 
boxt s in then new stand befoie it w i 
built 

If boxes weic to bt let at the 
prcstnlhighrtntal it set med to me 
desuable thtif they should bt as well 
equipped as possible My own small 
< ontnbution as President was fo have 
telcy ision sets mstalled m them 

The administi ition of cricket nowa 
davs IS a t ompit > and time consuming 
busmess Just as the qualifications 
required of a golf club secretary have 
grown out of all p'-opoi tion m the last 
thirty years, so they have for adminis 
trating MCC and i he counties Surrey 
now have Raman hubba Row as ex 
ecutive chairman woriemg with a small 


lommitUt who met regularly indrun 
the club leportmgtothefull commit 
ft e at routine meetmg during the 
ytai Iht ICCHdocsiouglilv the 
s line and 1 am surt that this is the 
w IV to 1 uii the game nowaday s A 
sec retary ol MCC is not really a 
secretary in the old sense but a chief 
exccutiy t who needs a fair working 
knowledge of the law finance and 
property as well as the ability to look 
ittcr the social and uickctmg side 

The President s role has often been 
under consideration One year may 
not be enough but one year is all that 
most mem of the nght age group are 
likely to be able to spare for a job 
which requires far more day to day 
ittention than was once tlie case But 
should It-* With the secretary as a sort 
of duel executive some beheve the 
President need not be so heavily 
mvolved I think myself tlie distnbu' 
tionofduties IS probably ju t about 
nght as It IS 

At the heart of MCC affairs m my 
times was always Cubby AUen He 
was chauman of selectors when I 
became captain of England and twen¬ 
ty five years later, when I took the 
chau: for my first comimttee meet ing 
as President of MCC, there he was 
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sitting at shoit square l< gaud lontri 
buting to the husiiiL ss on hand /loin 
Wealth ol knovel« dpi vihicli /!<• oru 
else(oulfl niatili ll» hiddom n<n 
I thinghuiisi 1/ !lt li id Ik< n f i< sid( nt 

1 treasuui ml out ol I oid i'^ 

I plavei in • • imi iiti i f a < iti sixty 

I yeais I iiM d I lu might bay 

mixini • nine nil t ipliors—no 

molt l' ‘ n >11 siiol troni the 
sqini I )d^ Ml w IS a great help 
In II 111 da\>- he had of 
com < I M'<1 bowk 1 and 
h 1 1 > d I ngland 1 hough ho 

VI I ill St (lass i nc k‘ t seven 

\c I 111 1 was bom 1 batted 
I I (.iihbi s bowling once On his 
1 M \ isit to C ainbndge witli the 

I J OK sters in th( tarlv l%0sht 
i ij illy riiadt a lot ol runs but in my 
bis* \eai h( <i]so opened the bowling 

II 1(1 had Daeid Sheppard caught at the 
v\ ii.k< t for nought I am glad to sav 
lliat I did not share tin same tate—1 
should h(^ Ik iiiiigaliout it still' but 

I with his hi iiiUliil ai turn ht was still— 
sharp at the agt otlortv styen 
. 1 atu duinigoiu haimomousixiit 

' nei ship as (hail man of sc kctoi s and 
captain lu gave int some, good advice 
on -it'k c tion whu h I h i\ t )itt ti had 
cause to reim nibi i Distrust 1 ibels 
he said Jf you heat that a good plavt r 
IS \ulnetabk against spinoi I isl bow! 

I iiig and you set him tail once don t 
I It ly on tiuit OIK impression (lo and 
i have another look 

1 suppose that the most wonvmg 
pII1 olmy (onntctionwiththt pus 
idi IK V W. 1 S jiist before 1 took office If 
the CtiiU iiarv 1 est of August 1481) 
i oiild I n\ t he (n staged at Lord s again 
witlitlic be netil of hindsight mea 
suits would doubtless iiavt been 
take n lo k sst n the i isk of hami being 
dont to ciitkel in what should liave 
. be cnom of its showpieces But as 
' K giiLtUons and attitudes weie in 
148U the matet) unloitunatc ly earned 
' itsc II a dismal plate in cricket history 
' ()l>\ II iiisly it was going to lx hiird t o 

follow the huge sutetss ot tht Mei 
hounit tentenan matchof fhrtt and 
a hiill y c ars c <it her In lac t the 

III It v scxial ai rangeiiH nts wet en l 
u 11 IIk ihly wt tl and were much 
appicci itedby the old playeis of both 
side s Nothing was mote appreciated 
than the marquee for old players 
etexted in the meinonal garden behind 
the Wamei stand They sat in there 

f< ir bout s availtng the mseh es of the 
tio pil ility The innings played and the 
wi kits taken were legion It was a 
mai \ c lUnis atmosphere The tragedy 



The innings played and the 
wickets taken were legion 
It was a marvellous 
atmosphere 

w is Ihal the m iti h Use If wliic h is 
what the public icnunibeis was i big 
disatipointiiu nt c vtn allow ing loi the 
bad wc illici which bhghti cl it 
At tht tmit 1 w IS not only f’ltsi 
dent designate olMLC due to take 
office ui about a mcmlh s time but 
(hainnan of the TLCHctieket sub 
committee 1 had no otfie ul pert in the 
organi/ing of the mate h but li id m 
duec t interests thi ough being on iht 
MtC committee and thioughiiiy coii 
tacts with umpires and eaptan 1 ^ it 
legutar me clings with them 
It will Ik remembered that i iin took 
nearly an hour s play out ol the lu st 
day and rathci longti out of tlie 
see ond On Uit Piidiv night the 
ground diied out hut was soaked again 
by lamcMily onSaturdiy moinmg 
rile skic s then e learc d and the pae kt d 
crowd sat in sunshine while the 
umpiics MessisBird indLonslanl 
came and we nt at inle ry ils thioughoul 
the moimng and into the aflt moon 
di'ciduig each time that the ground 
was unfit for play i he unfit piut 
consisted of two worn patches at the 
lower end of the square which had 
been left uneoy ered 1 o make a de 
pressing situation w orse a fe w meni 
bers of MCC shouted abuse at the 
umpires and jostled them as they 
returned to the pavilion with the 


captains afte r one inspection It was a 
disgraet ful me idcnt 1 he culpnts wei e 
indentified and two and a half months 
later as Picsident I wrote to mem- 
beis telling tliem that appropriate 
diseiplinaiy action had been taken 

But tfie^ damage had be*en done 
Ifie good tiamt ol MCC had been 
smeared on just about the Inst oeea 
Sion one would have wante d am thing 
like this to hapfien 1 htic iic alwavs 
people keen to depict MCC as an 
exclusiyc citadel ot pmilege and 
smugness and they nut surjinsingly 
had a field day 

Inexcusable though the be hjyiour 
was It arose fiom the lack of at lion on 
the fie Id and th<it in turn <ii use horn 
the attitude of mind of the foui paities 
most clo'>( ly e one ei ned in the e undue t 
ofthe mauh the uriipiies the play 
CIS the KCBandMCC 

1 ht umpire s veoiked by the I nws 
ot the' game and the re gulalions go\ 
ei rang lu si c lass t ne kt I and w hieh ate 
di iwii up lo e nsui t th it as fat is 
possible they ire fan lu both sides and 
to the puhlie they thought tlie patch 
of gtound w js still unlit incf they said 
so 

1 he play t IS (oiiside ic d th it the 
Celite naiy I est m itch y\ is still a 1 1 st 
Ill Itch jndtiijt iiivdciision (otic it it 
as some special fe stiye ottasion not lo 
be appioac hed with the usual stem 
IK ss of iniitehes between Lngland ind 
Austtaha would de yalue it 1 ht y i ould 
have told the umpire s that the y 
w ante d to play c y e n though the 
ground was nut sUictly fit hut ioi tliat 
tile two (aptains would h lye had to be 
in agicement And as Lngland wet e m 
ve ry tnue h the weakei jxisition Ian 
Botham made no attempt to influence 
the umpiies loplav 

I he ICC H for its part does not 
inlt I fe re with umpires in the course of 
the T duties It discusses problems 
with them at the start of the season 
and the secretary Donald Carr is 
always available foi consultation But 
the Board did not eonsidei it fair to 
ask players and umpires in advance to 
1 1 lax the playing conditions and their 
approach loi this one mateli It did 
not ot course know that the late 
August weather would play such a 
part 

MCC, the ground authonty, did nut 
intervene because it was the TCCB 
which was responsible for the partici¬ 
pants and for the regulations under 
which the match was played 

bo nothing happened and the wait¬ 
ing went on with the crowd m- 




The modern Test players are watched more closely than we were The 
way they play the woy they behave and the lives they lead—ail reflect on 
the gome The more they get out of it the greater their responsibility 


tit isiriKl; nstltss unlilltilK (iii/hth. 
Iht Prt sicknt ()l Ml C t uid st ind il 
no lon^t t 

A Prt sident dunnc J t st ni ittht s 
tus 1 he IV \ d IV in liis Im)\ loi ht ti is 
to (. ntcit iin ollit idl t,ue sU wlio ni i\ 
indudi pnmt ministLis iiiibiss idors 
an hbishops i-, wt II is distinj^uidicd 
visitois from ovti st is t f whom Iht ie 
w IS no short ij t on this ott ision Hut 
Billv I vt i> sick min it tlu lime 
slruggltd downsl iii s it t oss to 11 1 
p ivilion and up to tht umpire i tiom 
whtrc ht oidt i< d tht m to si u t pi i\ 

1 o spart them t mb in issmt nl he told 
them to go out look me dt t ide to play 
at once Ht said th il ht would take full 


Hillv s intcivtnlioii die rn ilt h w i 
11 st 11 tf d In tht umpn t s 

Ihofttiui}, tin st|U lit 1(1 jrd vith 
Its nine liKU si >1)1 1 fil uist il 
w ns difficult huteovinni^ inquililv 
mdquintitv itsisiiiipi vine ill tht 
time ind I imsuit thit liis irl f 
thmgeuuldntithippeii 1^1111 

When 1 suut f dtti Jlo if, Inst It is 
ehaimi in of Iht tntkt I subeonimittt t 
of tht ILL B in tht 1 itt 14 Oslwis 
tspeeiillv inleicsttduilht iiid o( 
st ison rt poi ts bv tht i iptains and 
umpiie in e itl> Ot tobt r wt h ivt 1 
mt t imp of Lit h at 1 01 d s mv iting 
comments on aU soils of events whitli 
h id 1 ike n plat e during the st ison on 


t im oftt ndecjsjvt weight when 
I haiigt s in plaving i onditums arc 
undi I lonsidt intion fht pietuie 
wliK II one sliU st mt Units sees 
p iintt d of eiiekt I being run by a lot of 
pompous potbellied anstocraUc rcae 
tion int s IS III old ind feeble joke 
1 in often asked if 1 find the highly 
p lid inodtni 1 1 st pi iver very diffe 
1 ent fi om m v own < onti mporanes 
Mv mswt I IS thit if thev can make a 
lot t)f mont V out of enekt t while 
Iiromotmg its inti 11 st s gotxl tut k to 
tht m But It IS imjxirt ml for tlicm to 
It ih7t tint tht V do hdvt enormous 
It sponsibiiities Tht v ate watched 
mo 11 Itistlv than wt were on and off 


responsibiiitvforanv consequences 
While this w IS gomg tin 1 anrivcd 
on the stene piompted by wnat Billv 
later referred to as tht inertasmg 
misery of what should have fieen a 
great occasion and w is able to give 
Billy full support Billy told the 
ungiires that ht had absolutely no 
nght to pve them the order 1 also had 
no busmess to mterfere But we both 
felt that something had to be done 
urgently and partly as a result of 


how new playuigtondiUuns h id woik 
edout ind so on Oui eommittce then 
It ported to the Boird with it tom 
mendalKins wlith wttt tonsidtnd 
1 eaimot helit vt thJt tuntnf plavns 
and offit lals of an\ otlu t g inu arc 
more thoi ought t onsultc d on it ■> i on 
duet than lliost letivt in f ngiish 
& st class enekt t 1 he Board has 
made few deasi ms mvolving payers 
without consulting the Cncketers 
Association Iheviewsoftheeaptams 


tlu fit Id 1 ht wav they play the way 
thi y bthavt and the lives they lead ^ 
rt flet t on the game 1 he more they 
nrake out of it the grt atei Iheir 
It sixmsibilitv 1 like to think that most 
of tht in reahae that Ihet lave a pnte 
to p.iy tor fheir sueecss They can 
hai dly luve failed Ui notice the huge 
populanty m the age of television of 
gold m which the world s great players 
are immaculately mannered>-and al 
ways smartlv dressed 
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S I )\n ONL once asked 
«li()sc idea this 
\ t U \hds a tairl\ incoKe d 
vfilan.ition but Ik it 
ttitounh it palu title t ii tt ii 
\t the end (»l it In 
(tested tbil III I 'i 
had just Ik id M il < 
en ide I I II this 
I piM U I ' 'h II we 
will! I lie wheel 

114 ipli *ed I ve (I 

bi ) 1 us so till'' 

I u iiliele Is oiii w le ot 
I- ii^ tint pioniisi 
\Vt u ill-.! (I in the eaih 
I if.( ot 1 % > III it I lot of 
potentnl Jtooil cope (you 
Ik It I lot lit tint III tills 
prole ssioiii w IS (toiiii down 
itie 11 jeil di tin bee luse it 
didnt ilw lysieliti to spoil 
due (tly 1 Ills ipplii d p iiti 
iiilarU to St dll IS who 
ti iv( III d iiound iIk loiin 
tie on one i sipnnunt illii 
anothei iiid vlio iiturned 
with SI Ole of tnti dotes 
and liKht In ii le d aside s 
\^ould we Ik abli to 
lu^liU iiul moil inipoi 
I tint i<stiin I piKi tbit 
I de ill with silvisins some 
liplit 11 idiiiv, Il w I di e us 
sed e \ (1 il liiiii s hut 
then w isiit Inousb nin 
Mellon Ihit'wi would In 
ibk to do so I be tiiiiiiiiK 
|>oitil ( line when yoiiiie* 
Shi \ III! St h isti in twho l< It 
II II ()«lobe I lit ve It ) 
showed us in iitiile lint 
e init pit lt\ ilosi lo winl 
wi hid M 11 ill id \s the 
|)e rsoii who ell ill with the 
I wee kh lie w ol I i tte I lo 

' Ibe I eliloi he b id till ne el 

I out I livbt olfbe It essIV 
Intel pi I sed with the 
bun nil if subtle iiiiyet 
I e IK I 

lint iitiile w IS iievii 
piihlishe el he I Hist It W IS 
I oiih II ilf thi iietuiitd 

liiStb hut It pined the 
lole ol I Italy si is it liiK i 
1 nisi d us mio linilb Kittmt, 

till put olt the di iwind 
i IhmuI iiiel into the niapi 

I /me 

I I Ol the first fi w weeks 
it hid no fixed |iliti tn 
ste id ftlllllj' in wlltteVti 
we eeutld tmd spue lor a 
iiu'le pijje Ihtn Mudai 




I'ltleni inssted tint we pioviele some no |>iiliiulii 

find I set slot tot it ^Mnt diieitiori it ill iitiiles thil 

hetlei lie I of promintiui would mile liulu it idiiii, 

he suggested thin the list Not tyenoiu iMces 
pige Sot lyeiyont with lint llu olumn Ins 

igietd but his wish even its biiiti iities who sneer 

tu illy pity Jilt d Ills III It wJnt they new is i 

olveiiunt diel not nitiiK noneiisiiiptloimo! jouinil 

I lid lilt It eyeii the stnp isiii And I w is oiite told 

lint iijpt US It the top ol not o lone, igo lint the 
this pige w IS his Kiel pel son w he se byline 

I veil the ilioiei el the ipptiis it the mil ol this 

wold I tee wheeling (line tiliel' diein 1 dtstiM Ins 

III the w ike ol iniiinted lob it he luisisUd in inih 
disetissioii iluiiit whti we lisliliig i loluniri el tills 

woulil ehiiste 11 the eoliinin intuie loituintcK loi us 
Sliiglini s siiih Is View the jnge Ins ilse itliiiled 

punt longue In Lheel- sultiiieiit liyouiible u 

ind Off lilt field we it s[ioiise willioiil whitli we 

iilieled some otthemde yyoulel deliiiitely ln\e lost 

II iye|y lull i e stiiigly the zest ind e iitliiisnsm to 

enough noi one juisonon sustiin it 

oiii till (in lee ill whose lietwhielinj Ins been 
ide 1 il yy 1 lo use liee yyiitUn ii t lien ii the 

whet ling S/) jfsii lid e lit nil 

It wi 111 ipt ehoi t IS ollitf n li Illy 1 I in 

iiiy lyelist ol moliityilisl I'liss h \i s in mil Hit 

will tell you \ iidei who <untiy it In heeiiwiiltm 
fieiyylieels is one whose it the home s ot some it ui 

niuhiiit IS not in ge ii mil st illei it w i uui t\|)ed 

IS not inoying uiiilei po Ml duiitig i imht l 1 uht liom 

Ify inleieiiii wt it k Ifiiigiloie I C iKutI i 

oiled 1 wiilei who till while the | uiinli I juiytil 

wheels should he iblt t tlnl the iiihe Usswnildiit 


Hanging in the sunlight were T-shirts emblazoned 
with thie logo that appears at the top of this page 



diop eottee iiyii his pie 
nous lypewiilti 

Identilying the pet son 
who IS yviiting the week s 

I lee yyheeluig IS e is\ ffe is 
Hie gm who sits gi 7 ing 
y le intb it in e mpt\ she 1 1 
ol pipti lolled info i tyiu 
wiite I yy uncle ling yyli it to 
wiilt With s line it idiis 
eoiitessmg tlnl they o|nn 
the iingi/iiK l( the list 
pigt tilt pitssuie is on iis 
te gut ihmi y due lot 
money 1 his his Us lyyn 

pen il pit! ill I II i tele 
\t el I pnsjKitiM. lice 
yyheeling only I In i il 
le let te el l)\ ilU e ollt Ignt s 
yyho thoughi it didn I meiit 
IKihlie iti >11 

\ y me |y el by line s 
ippe lie d II the hotte m il 
till p II I m the UK ye II I 
Ms eMxiniii mil It I I I 
Iwi 11 III 1 nun ills s h ye 
pie misid tint the y^ynll e n 
tnbuli tei the p le ll the 
IK 11 lutiiie Ol I IlKII 
e yni e mu ti ii i (III ii il 
Itiii mil typed the hist 
pII in iph I his III! le 
Illy I till yy m tie le yye I 
wiun h 111 lud h t m 
iltiin n tiiini y ikl he 

II i \mg 

Ke leli 1 le I n ( I lu I 
In lied I till kiln yye 
line IS till In mI 
()! < y t \n ly O I i u 
n ye llllg the I IS( 11 I ey 
\ UK n ils III If mi III yy s 
yy liking 1 wn I iii lele K iii 
one m nimg when he 
Il II (I me Ihine inti le st 
m II I lendside shop dis 
liliy Hinging m the sun 
= light well I ‘■lulls enihli 
“ /onid yyilh in e \ ii t le plit i 
g ol the I It 1 will 1 ling log i 
p tint ippe US u the to]) (I 
j this pige t kIi wee k 
i Hut the stem yye like 
□ hist (loi oliyious It Isons 
^ IS you will tgiLi) tom tins 
a leeent (]ui/ held it Dhin 
bid One eiut stion yy is 

Wlni IS the nime n\tn lo 
file list pige ot S/Kijf 
siuir/e/ \s the i|ui/nnslei 
told us It w IS glee led yyilh 
(he loud gtoui ti iditionally 
lesetyed lot hi e isy gues 
lion 
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Centres of 
controversy 

11 IS prtUv ndiculous tiul BCLl hive 
St letted Fune Nagpur Indore and 
Cuttatk as the tentits for tht most 
prestigious t nckt t touiney in tht 
world Only (jod knows what promp 
ltd BLLI to stlttl thtsL platts 
When WL liavt ttnUts like Bom 
bay Likutti Madras New Delhi and 
Kanpur 11 ill to unde rstand why the 
BCCiopkdloi fhtst ttnirts The 
Bo ird should have tli\ ide d tht allotted 
matihts imongoui itgular Itstttn 
Ires wilt re wi havt got all the top 
d iss 1 iLilitiis It IS 1 universal lilt 
thit tht leiitrLswhuh hive been 
stlte ted lit dt lii ite h se i ond gr idi 
h hi MIR 
f’lt/U 

Help 

11 IS v( tv iiiitoitun itt tint the Ml 
liidi 1 R kIio doe s not m ikr ii r ii gt 
meiitsf t 11unnim iommtniirv lor 
ill flu one (liv ante lies tint inrin 
I V lluiL in soirie itKioiisinthe 
i( untiv vvliK h h ivi still not nmu 
within the ti levision lu twoik in the 
< (untiv Mv III nulowins one siieli 
tLgion Wt lliLitloie lie depnvedol 
iinippoituiiitv to t V t n follow the 
pi ogi e ss )(the g ime 1 his is v e i v 
he lit hre ikitij, \\t hunihlv request 
the luthoiitusii look into the nnttti 
inel do tilt ne t dlul W< love eriektt 
pit ise lit Ip us' 

A-ID/// S///Mf / 

Mt I 

Costly mistake 

Ill! sell etioin I the Indniuriekel 
t( iiiiloi the tout olSlni|ih ind 
Inglindis iguirle tr tin Ink of 
lore sight on the put ol out seltilois 
Hit tee illotSindeepFiUl lint loo 
tor both the livtuiesis i costly mis 
tike I ndouhtedh Fitilsbitting 
pi ovv e ss Is It re flit ible hut his i on 
sistencv wil lithe bit iiidhis leliabil 
ilv inteimsol seen mg it erueial 
niomtnls have ilvv ivs been question 
able Mtrt t ov 11 Sandt e p s str lined 
It htionship with skipper KapilDe \ 
nee ds no 1 1 iboi ttion 1 he idea to drop 
Mohinde i foi one dave rs is simply 
burpiising The be ro eit the Wen Id Cup 
HUouidbt ytiy usc.iul as an ail 
rounder since he has the ability to bat 


according to the requirement and bowl 
11 opomit ally Fhc me lusion of Madan 
I al and Kirti A/ad is wt leonit But the 
St lee turn ol Manoj Frabh ikar for the 
Fngland toui lould have bten done 
away with by giving a titket to Madan 
lal Asrtgaids wicket ketpuig I 
It d that thi t onibination of Sadanand 
Fandit would have btt n better than 
tht eombinatiunofMort Pandit 
Lt t us hope that Indians return 
home vietoiious 
fi 

Jmnhedpur 

Another blackwash 

FNGI ANDistaemgfurthci humilia 
tion as they are getting eiushtd by 
IVt St Indit s t urrentlv Dius W i st 
Indit s havt demoralised I nglish 
Liiekelerstosuch intxfentftom 
whtit It will be very difficult to etmit 
out ol the woods ('nJv heaven knows 
if Iht F nglish i nekete rs will restore 
I he It lost t onhdt nc t md if at ill yes 
when'' I his is going to bt ibig 
piubleni he fort the 1 CL B 
] pe rson lilv fet 1 th it F nglish bats 
men lie notrnentaliyprepaicdtofaee 
the most frighteningquarttt of fast 
bowlers like Marshall tiamer Heild 
ing ind F vtte rson (latting s senous 
injui \ h IS lurthe r de ft nen ated the 
situ ition t y t rv I nglish batsm in is 
ill lid of gettinghmt When (n iham 
tiOiKli seoied thit seintillitingcentury 
in one day tv < ryont in Fngland s 
e imp he ivtel i sigh of it lie f thinking 
th it llus p I) lie ul it innings would boost 
up the mol lie hut unfortuinte Iv it has 
not Ii i(>pe nc (1 f he V\ c st liirli in fast 
bowlt i s sue t e ssfully kt pt on dt y astat 
iiu ilie Liiglislibitsiiiennitieiltsslv 
I lolding nnnounetd his re tirement 
ittei the (in lent sene shut Fatnek 
F lilt rson is die idv the re to prove 
Holding s rightful sue e t ssoi Lourtney 
lAalshis iblt to trouble lh« btst 
b itsme n with his dt idly stingers Ht 
re minds one of Colin Lroft Kit hit 
Rit h irdsoii has dt vt lopt d into i class 
bitsm in with his phenomt nal eon 
sistene y It appears V iv Ku h irds as a 
skippti willeonlinut where Llive 
LInvdItll off He hitclh his to use his 
intelligentt sinnilvhei lust tyerybody 
IS doing his job u i oiditig to Richards 
exptetifions 1 lehbowiei will bowl 5 
ovt rs and wait tor tht ir turn How wdl 
the v plav utidti pie ssurt ■’ 1 hat will bt 
Intel t sting sit union 

S H /-n/n/s 
/itirnfwv 




Editor’s Pa(;e 



A LOMMhNl MOKmust 1,0 
/i ptL(M!((ldn(l I L ipl iin must 
iidd mddim s/ Uk luk s ot / 
toutndtm nt thoioughh 7 /it st w t k 
two /esswns th il nt /t k unt in 
Shdijub I kfpt Ihinkinii oi W ishii 
Akrdtn tis A/'t t ni // ik t / dtid 
insislin^f on nirikin/^ loldlly iin k \,int 
ob'>f'i\dtions ibout tiu unuiLibk 
imptovt mtnl simt hiski'^t (out o/ 
Indid I his wds to (lit iniust int nt ol 
my (elhvi toniint n( j(oi s till 1 >i 
Full took pit ^ on nit uul ^ n t nu 
the tout it Idits be ioi t i < oiilil 
make d bifigtt .iss at nit st // 

Hut mtompdiison thi 
Australians vttK stintsahi id in 
gettini! thi It Idits iMonf! A 
(omplett misundt i stdiidmp oi tin 
luksiionipiledbt \sitIqbal and 
whuh UH)k most ot us hours to 
compii hend) helped tin in to lost 
thi'ii oiiedtidmlt thinn ol 
qualihinffiot the stint linals 

It licjsniorc th/iiilultvk lythioutth 
their mnines in whii h tht v had won 
tht toss indtkittdtobdtundti the 
falseinipi e ssion that it was not ttins 
but tht loss ol WH kt (s nhii h 
mattered that tin \ n alist d tlitii 
mistdkt and b\ tht ii it was too I lit 
lor a driiiiatiL < h itiftt ot tat In s 
Pakistan won this ft inn n ilh t ast 
and tin nt \t one aftainst Nt w 
A ilamit\tn iiioit iomuitingb 
I hi niatiagi t ot tht Indi in tt ini 
hadapiMienth taken tht hiuhh 
i orivolutedruk s to btd with him 
and atter nim h ht ad st i ati lung had 
t oiue to the most st'nsible answ 11 
I be simplest wav to gt t to the hnals 


was to win both matches, that way 
nt It hi I hi not haptlDev would need 
to /'in 11 ‘k uldtoi and a dit Uonary 
\nd India did beat New Zealand and 
'si 1 1 aiikd though, as is thew habit 
lilt 1 made hie unnecessanly difficult 
toi themselves 

I he team had been puked 
spcLiScallv lor the Sharjah witki I 
which has little fot the seamtr ind 
plenty for the spinner I hen tort 
the only teally dtst aidant note was 
the inclusion of^sandip Patti Patil 
likes a tiui lirm wtchi t on which he 
can lut through tht ball without 
ntces sartly gt tting to the pitc li On 
the Shtiriah wicket one has to watt 
lot till ball and hiltuig on tht up (as 
Mudiissai didiigainst Ausualia) will 
sutieedonh attti one has taken lull 
lilt isiirt oltht bowling 

Vtngsiikai withhisixptnemt 
ilnist ban Itlt ilittk disappointed 
duit he »ds exiludcdtot the fust 
two game s md after watching Abdul 
Qadii howl Lhandu Horde must 
ha\c wondcndwb\ lu had not 
take ri Sn a on the tour to England 
Hath Si\ a and Maninder halt ample 
talent but it nc eds time for spiririt rs 
to blossom 

Iht f nglishmt n are not the best 
pla\ CIS ot it g spin md it s not as it 
Indi I < inriof atfoi d to lose a tew 
molt 1 1 st m iti be s Mti rail ht i 
u coldi in II itdh sutlc i and sun h 
III sueh t iiiunist nil t s tht /utuic 
should Ih ( onsic/i u d tnoic t/i in the 
iiiinit diatt pit stilt Xndfmalh the » 
iiiidt Lbat htkl insti ad ol P indit 


If Pakistan had lost this 
game Miondad would have 
been considered a selfish 
player, a man playing for 
personal gain rather than for 
his team That is the way it 
looked most of the time till 
Miandad cut loose and 
made the impossible come 
true In a few overs he 
became a hero And Kapil 
Dev why, oh why could he 
not have organised to bowl 
the last over himself^ 


the Man of the Match against India 
and how come tbevmade Gavaskar, 
instead of Miandad, iIk Man of the 
So; It’S'' 

Except of course, lor the Snal 
between the two best and the most 
c VC nl\ balanced teams m the 
competition, Pakistan was 
supremely confident but had 
presumably forgotten the damage 
that a npical 'snkkanth innmgs can 
cause E\tn Imran had no answer to 
the lapiei like thrusts ofSnkkanth*s 
bat and a sense ol reality came into 
the game onl\ aftci his depat ture A 
pit) that an innmgs like this is all too 
ran 

Initiall) demotalistd Pakistan 
came back stronffiy uispitc of some 
mspued batting b\ Gavaskar and 
Vt ngsarkai But a toLil of 245 was 
going to take some gt tlitig And so it 
pt act'd 

What I match and what an innings 
fi om Miandad If Pakistan had lost 
this game Miandad wouldha\e been 
t onsidei ed a selfish player a man 
plavmglot pt rsonal gam ratbet than 
ioi his team That is the wav it 
looked most of the time till Miandad 
cutloosi and made thi impossible 
t omc true In a ft w o\ eishe 
became a beta And Kapil Dev 
wb\ obwh\ t ould he not have 
oiganised to bowl the last over 
liimsc If'' 

Now to England thotouglil) 
shaken by (ht West Indit s who in 
Rit balds have found a most 
luthlf ss c iptam I he sltt p (k time 
in English tncktl is dm vonly to 
the inabilit \ to i omb n p « e with 
p.n t and flu I h net m the basic 
strut tint of (Ih ^.inie at a lowet 
than mil in itioiial lev el Schools, 
i oik Cl'' md (lubs ate all into 
ft) tntis cricket which is not ideal 
hn pioducing attacking bowleis, nor 
I onsistt nt batting 

I his sumtnei will give a tine 
oppoi (unity to India to lec tifv her 
biUien lestiecoid I tor one am 
t otiviiii ed that bivaraniaknshnan 
willbt imssed 

Hut so will our orgamsed captain 


CovlRSfog? 


Australasia Cup 

Desert Destmy 



Pakistan’s astounding victory was proof of the seesaw 
nature of the tournament. Mudar Patherya reports 


I had always behev«d that stocks and 
cncket were somewhat related to 
each other The pattern of the one tan 
be used to predict the probable trend 
of the other But my theoretical 
ftenius has long since been ignored for 
two reasons lack of a definite basis to 
axiomise the tact and a sympathetic 
audience Howeven after India s 
game against New Zealand in the 
Australasia t-up my hypothesis 
stems to bt getting somewhere And 
the natuie of P ikistan s win in tht iirial 
eonvimts mt compk tdv of tht t qua 
tn n aiMJVt 

Pakistan s vuton thtir fust in a 
m<i]or one dav touinunint w is i 
singlthanded tiftiniph lor Javed Mian 
dad Apart from proving how glorious 
and untertaiii this game nn bt be 
also piovtd that it is not just team 
spirit tint catapults a side to unbcliev 
iblt heights While the Bordeilcss 
Australians never looked i ipable of 
maintaining tlicir hebiuirv form anv 
one of the othei sides could have 
celebrated on the victory balconv 
(. onsider the dram i In the it match 
against Indn the New Zealand batting 
opens with howlet Mai tin Sneddtn' 
Sncddtn hitting i six Ntvc Zc dind 
chugging to i7 toi no loss in tht 
sixti t nth ove r the n suddtnlv reduct d 
to 48 foi live ittovenng to 80 fot 
live slumping to Ob for eight then 
finishing th» match at 1 U for eight in 
44 overs Fht Indian innings only 
heightened the bewilderment 

At 1 time when the match w is being 
wiitfcn oft is 1 no contest Neve Zea 
land almost pullc d it ott Lli iliic Id li\ t d 
up to the leput itioii ol being iniong 
the best limited ovti*' bow lei s in the 
world Ills nine overs five runless 
yielded three witkcts loi 11 The 
thiec adjudicators unariimouslv nonun 
ated him man of the match 
New Zcaland s sesame foi sutttss 
was their fielding With just two ex 
leptions—MeSwtenev missing a 
ShisUi stumping and dropping Kapil 
later—the Kiwi fielding was iniper 


vious to enor When Shastri on drove 
for a eeitaui toui Rutherford dived 
full length on the tioundiiy line ind 
saved the intvilable On the overall 
the Kiwis must have saved around 45 
runs in the field Altei Rutherford had 
tlmown himself on the boundiiv on 
one of his eustomarv pui suits the 
throw III pirjlcl to the gtound sc it 
Ured the bails v ith tin bitsnien just 
home fliit iftcinoon Rutiicifoid in 
j) irtic ular w t ton itui il surl u e w li it 
flic Ihidcn u IS to rc fiigcr itc cl 
water 

(iiviskii nuked [Hhind foi /eio 
A/lmuddm w is c luglit md bowled b\ 
t h itlu Id It pi IV ol 1 lovd c ind h Old 
111 the Puidenliil Liip tiiiil 70—Siik 
kinth jiulltd CIntlieid to mid on ten 
tic VC 11 while I’lfil chopped Ciowe 
onto his stumps toi seven liidi^j wc re 
Z5 foi loin in the ninth over would 
vou believe il'' 

Kill! \/id ind Sliistri revived Indi 
nn hojics \/id litud Hriccwtll ovei 
long on lor lli longt st si\ 1 hive see n 
in mv uiuutiig c irter I re number 
N ishj) il Sh irni i he iv mg Inu in Kh in 
out ol the gTouiid in (ruji iiiw ill time 
iiid I hill \e us act Ifeii in Shiijih 
A/ad toiikc cl BritevvcII civci long on 
and 0 \jid Iht bill had to be 


Fctiieved horn a compound alongside 

A/ad was to do a lepeat thoufi^ not 
ove r the same distance Before long 
Azad missed a Braeewell squeaker 
having made ^0 in his cumebaek in 
nings m international uieket India 
were _81 lor five eightv one for six 
rather for Shastn missed c Bract well 
turner soon alter and MtSwttnev did 
the rest Iht unbtlieviblt wis hap 
jxning 

Lhandi ikant Pandit swings 
Blue well loi two louis in an over 
Kapil Dev stepped baek to cut off 
spitmtr BraetwtII loi two At 40 for 
five live opciativc winds were step 
pec/ buk Whit it he had missed 
atgued somtbodv 

At lib Kipil hit Snedden to nud 
wicket the seventh man to go Snet! 
den almost bowled Pandit at IZI lhat 
was New Ztdands list chance 
Twelve luns needed in foiii overs 
Madan 1 il drove Snt tide n foi tour 
Ptndil did ditto md Indii wti< home 
b\ thiei wiekits 

Oo could VC thowt It smiled tile 
sped itor driving home It just proves 
m\ lujiiii I lie onh pitditiable thing 
ibout this game is its unprt du tabihty 
WJiith brings us b ick to tht beginning 


Imran Khan had the honour of leading Pakiatan to a historic 
maiden title in llmited-overe cricket 
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I T viis, a funny quarterfinal Not 
futHH lu ha Australia and I’akistan 
wert more worried about tht anlhint 
tKS of quihfu Uum into llu smii 
finals I bo Austi ili in sid* so the 
rumoui g(M s sunirm ii« d i it nn 
nieituiK li dis u tti I jnttd lun 
rat< to qii ilitv M [ ' (iii ». ipUiin 
alsodnv n il JUKgkry 

If w( II > V Australia, 

Own I'l I ( wc are not 

tlni'-hi )l defeat should 

In I /<• ilinds against 

liuli 


\( Id up Riven to 1’ ikis 

(II y gitiu on iduniuJ 

1 1 li\ tht mitih ptopet 

I il to Ik in fliiti climax 


I hanks to Pakistaiis batsmen 
Austi aha put up HU for the loss of 
seven bitsmen in fifty overs Pakistan 
(tossed that total with eifdit wickets 
to spare Pakistan s manner of victory 
in an unrelated manner saved the 
tournament for New Zealand 
However tlw match was not with 
out Its moments of adrenalin The 
Australian running between wickets 
for example Matthews doubled a 
plaui single off tlie first ball he faced 
Iht ball had only trickled past a 
non existent lust slip fi,ven runner 
Dc an Jom s turned around to applaud 
Wt watched in disbelief as Matthews 
head down bat in hand outraced 
baleem Malik s throw from pouit 



I be •iimiJcst \ ^ congratulated for catching Snadden oH Manindar 


1 ater Ritchie missed a drive, the bail '' 
plopped off his pad and Matthews ran 
one This was running between wick 
cts at its best Asif Iqbal and Javed 
Mundad in tandem mi^t have been 
the equal of this But Bishops escap- 
mg a brothel raid couldnt have been 
faster 

Ihcn there was this one shot by 
Greg Ritchie 1 watched as Akram 
turned lound to run mto us Short 
strides for a man with long legs 
Rather a ponvish pawing of the ground 
as ht ihaiged in Ritchie did not 
move—^hc had mjured his knee—took 
one l(K)k at the dt llvtr^ snd drove it 
above mid on foi four I pnght Two 
years ago a wnter h id like n» d his pull 
shot to Archie Maclarens Hvil this 
shot’' Regal Yes that s the word I 
was kxiking for Regal 

Then (here was Matthews Farlobe 
punctured sleeves rolled md col 
lars much lirgci than the notnial 
si/c—buttoned Puik glisses both 
ends roped togethei dingling trom 
his neck Mitlhews halt at the back 
tapers mw irds wink m front it rolls 
over 1 o top it he looks like some lun 
actor they had in the movies fifty 
yeirs ago 

From the collar upwiids MUlhews 
IS some cricketer He set the crowd I 
applaudmg from the very first ball he 
faced Ahttlefalei he moved wide of ' 
Iht kg stump went down on this 
knees and drove Akrim for two Ihis I 
mans enthusiism is umiikibk 1 
noticed something whuh highlighted 
Ihi Wlicn Kite hit got his lifty M itth 
tws U first dtopiHd Ills bit md i h'ccI 
in the ippl Hisc \n inst ml I tci he 
wis bounding down l ngi ituhte in 
person 

A single III I I competition be 
tween Mnnd d ind Mitthiws might 
have hicri moic interesting than the 
nulch It sc li 

Xitiong the more mlriguing sides to 
the much was Mudassai Nazars non 
utilisation 

Spinners saved the game fot Pakis 
tan Ihty achieved fur Pikistan its 
breakthrough Qadir at bl induced 
Marsh to drive in the aw in his opening 
over and Mudassar at long off puked it 
oi his sluHlacts Sixteen tuns later , 
Dcmjones tried to swat lauscef with 
tht spin icross missed and was leg 
befoic Boon nicked behind off 
laustct in the 2Slh ovei at 90 Hie 
Austi than 100 ctine up in the 33rd 
ov 11 1 lust t f w alkc d off w ith figures 
ol 10 1 19 2 Abdul Qadii with a 
tossed mixture of leg bieaks and 



CSvgftg!^ 


goos^es had scrooged his way to 26 
runs off 10 overs. 

On an easy wicket, the medium 
pacers proved either ineffective ot 
expulsive. Australia too faltered, res¬ 
tricting themselves in the absence (rf 
any big hitting. At the end of the 30th 
over they were 94 for three and 137 
for three at end of the 40th. TiD the 
45th over, they had managed only 156 
with six batsmen yet to come. The 
last five overs saw 46 being added at 
the cost of three wickets. Too much 
too late. 

Pakistan after a steady opemi^ 
stand never quite faltered. Mohsin 
scored 46 out of a first wicket associa¬ 
tion of 80. Mudassar went 115 runs 
later, trying to make room to square 
cut and missing the baH in the process. 
Someone ought to have told him that 
he was on 95. Rameez Raja completed 
the formality of getting his half cen¬ 
tury before finish. One last swing for 
four and it was all over. 

Looking back, the match was the 
least exciting of the first three. Pakis¬ 
tan’s captain couldn’t have hoped for a 
better conclusion. 

Personally speaking—the emotional 
me—the failure of Matthews was 
disappointing. He bowled six overs for 
40 runs. And by the way, one of those 
was a lull toss. I walked away from the 
setting sun a sadder man. 

T he key to successful speculation in 
cricket is always in going against 
the established trend. When a particu¬ 
lar result seems inevitable, put a 
wager on exactly its opposite taking 
plac(!. If 1 had done this during India’s 
game against Sri Lanka, 1 would have 
made my pile for life. 

Well, almost, with India at 165 for 
one in the .39th over—chasing 206 in 
50—the game appeared to have lost 
its competitive edge. Rajbhai (Dungar- 
pur) nodded that now there was no¬ 
thing to worry. The crowd in the 
stand to our right were celebrating 
India’s entry into the final with chants 
of “Ganpati bappa morya”. Experts 
were talking of the easiest money that 
Sri Lanka had ever made in cricket 
history—being paid, even to lose! 

Then things started happemng. 
Gavaskar miscued De Mel to cover 
for 71 at 165. Azhaniddin was bowled 
by De Mel at 170. A run later, 
Anurasiri baited Azad with a slomsh 
tempter. Azad fell for the trap and 
holed out to Rumesh Ratnayeke for 
one. Kapil tried the same and Dias at 
cover point obliged. Suddenly the Sri 


Lankans were all over the field, "riny 
Anurasiri had been drowned in jubilia- 
tion. He had picked up two wideets in 
one over. SUence descended in the 
Indian dressing room. 

The Sri Lankans alerted themselves 
like war-time radar specialists. No 
shot escaped their attention now. 
Rumesh Ratnayeke stretched himself 
on the boundary line. Mendis 
semaphored his players around with a 
new sense of urgency. Sri Lanka was 
making a match of it. 

They very well did. Patil was 
bowled off his pads for ten at 191. 
Shastri tried to swing De Mel and the 
baH missed the leg stump by a whis¬ 
ker. Pandit was not as lucky. At 194 


he attempted a short single. Aravinda 
De Silva from mid wicket hit the 
stumps direct, 

Shastri. however, settled the non¬ 
sense. He hooked DeMel for four and 
off the first ball of the last over, hit 
Rumesh foitnayeke over long on for a 
four, first bounce. India had won by 
three widiets. Pressmen were chang¬ 
ing their intrxxiuctions for the third 
time in the last half an hour. 

It's hard to distinguish between tte 
quality of Srikkanth's and Gavaskar’s 
innings. While Srikkanlh was going 
great guns. Gavaskar preferred 
anonymity. When Srikkanth left, 
Gavaskar to<ik over his role. In that 
manner, the run rate was sustained. 
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Watim Akram put the biakaa on India In his aacond apell of the Incredible final 


Snkkanth s innings m is II liki d 
Srikkanlh innings At Sydnc\ in the 
Idst Ust in Austnilid some montlis 
b<K k lu h id tnjun d i k g and i L(|Uiri d 
a mnrit r Siil K inlh wt nt on l<» si uri 
his first (.inluiv in li i iiuktt lliu 
in Shanah an iniuud giom nui <k 
I lompeHed hini to ust a ruium <mu 
I again /hr rtsuit was is poviiiful !■> 
I tlie Svdne> clknt II only not i 
exttnsivi 

With Snkkanth in full flow the K) ot 
the innings (ami up in tin ti nth o\ t r 
Dt Alwis inissid stumping Snkkanth 
Snkkanth ritiliaUd with a swup 
Lum swing whuh went straight into 
the sqiiau leg umpire' Snkkanth then 
hfted Anurasin tor six His fifty 
emerged off si balls (laiaskar 21 
was as mueh i speetatoi as I wis 
riR Sn I^nkaiis Imd to restnit 
Snkkanth lhi\ set i leg side field 
and bowled to it ()ne short thud man 
eo\ei a lung off long on inidwieket 
deep baekward square leg and a 
squall leg Hut Snkkanth be it tlu Sn 
Lankans at tlieir own game He on 
drove iHtHtcn mid wieket and squiie 
kg for four hor the next bill Menehs 
suite he d square kg to point Ratna 
tungti txiwkd on the oft stump Snk 
kanth hit him between long on and mid 
wicket Anothei lour Ihi end was 
prediitable He jumped out to Anui 
asm and Ik* Vlwis iiade amends 
Snkkanth s > I ball pte ni innings had 
yielded •59 


Oavaskai s innings was bairn lor the 
t yes It w IS so good that he stood to 
lx aeeused ol having ngged il One 
drive - classie il - would have been 
inv instruetors lieu foi pension 
liiviskar got thtie lalti he went 
onte Ills bae kfoot ind drove Anurisin 
pisl eovfi lour this lime 

liiviskii in the pisl his been 
aiknowkded is ihe in islet ol ehiKJS 
ing whieh hill lo k ive I his uim it 
lould ilmosl be twisted the othe r w iv 
jiound Am ball wntiing in length 
wis dismissed fiom his pies* nee 
Kavi Rafnaveke was hit ovti niid on 
fot a fout 1 hen (j iv iskai tin ne d his 
attemlion to Anurasin the left urn kg 
spinner I he lull loss reached the lung 
on boundaiv oft one bounce I hat 
verv ovei C>avaskar hit the shot of 
the match Anurabu-i plopped it short 
of a good length and matgin4illy brt ik 
ing away Gavask<ii stepped hiek 
opened up slightly and pulled him ovei 
long <in for six Mind you sitpned 
baek' Anurasin shetpishlv wdktd 
dwiv with hib eap fioni the umpiie 
His ovei had eost him H luns 
t»avibkdi later diov* Rivi Rit 
naytkt It be>at t)t Sil\ i a tovtr 
Ratnatung] at extra cover ind was 
saved bv Anunsut tunning in from the 
l«)int boundary Lav ask a tried to 
dnve Katnavake yet igiin inside 
edged and missiid the leg stump I he 
streak touched the boundiry line It 
was (lavaskars day all tight 


lor a bntf moment in the Sn 
Lankan innings earl^r Gunismghc 
hH had looked alaiuiing But tfiere 
was (»uv I)t Alwis I itmember hav 
ing heard him play in innings ui 
b7 -or was it’’ igainst New A aliiid 
in the last Pi udenti il Cup I )on Mosc y 
said that he hadiit seen tn innings ol 
tint kind fo^ the last thirty years 
In Shaijdh De Alwis gave us a 
fliekei if why Mosey might hive slid 
so He lilted Mid in I il loi ill in 
ginl six Next ovei he s mmil Aipil 
Ik vs full toss nist (| I I leg fot 
four In the fllli < i it wis iht 
boundnrv ot tiu > > 

While Sn J I 11 maged to score 

2()‘i fot niru night have fnen meire 
but 1( I I * IS ind Me ndis Out ot i 
IS leiii s( ind tor the third wicket 
1)1 IS lontiibution was nine Mendis 
WIS iniinlv at sc i and inevitably 
drowned When he tntd to push 
Maninder to leg boon tfter coming in 
he mistued to point When Mendis 
attempted to lift Arad to long on the 
bhol diverted to square leg Ihib 
wasnt the Mendis of old When he 
tned to lap Madan lal over the 
billboard the ball was last seen dis 
ippeanng into Aahars handb at mid 
wicket Me.ndis had scored i2 
On the overall the failure of Dias 
and Mendis made the important differ 
cnee tor Sn Lanka Moreover what il 
De Mel had not missed bowling Shas 
tn at 192' 
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C ommunication m this urba¬ 
nised desert was a problem for 
the Kiwis. None of them could de¬ 
cipher Arabic. Worse still, they were 
at sea with Hindi. On the dav of the 
. semi-final, they discovered that they 
couldn't ‘read’ Qadtr either. 

The Australasia Cup turned out to 
be a dismal tournament for New 
Zealand. Their bowling and fielding 
retrieved them from humiliation in the 
opening encounter, in the following 
game, their batting halved the earlier 
effort. The other two departments 
couldn't have worked wonders, even 
if they had tiled. 

As It turned out over the two 
games. Crowe’s innocents succumbed 
mainly to spin. Six batsmen in their 
earlier game against India had 
perished to the combined slow attack 
of Maninder, Azad and Shasln. Two 
of them were caught in the slips and 
tour bowled. If after that pcrform- 
.ince. New Zealand’s batsmen had any 
enemies in the audience, they got 
even with them. 

Against India, however. New Zea¬ 
land had struggled to make a match of 
It. Thev turned A/ad into their 
favourite whipping boy. MrSweeney. 


for one. took a liking to Azad. 
McSweeney hit hmt lor six, then a 
foui, extracting elevim runs off one 
over. Kapil gambled with another over 
of Azad, reducing his petsonal tally in 
the total innings to six'. McSweeney 
relished this double helping He 
tumped out legwards, making room, 
and lifted the off spinner over long off 
lor SIX. It was easily the shot <>1 the 
match. 

Next time round against Pakistan, 
New Zealand did not enjov such con¬ 
cessions. Finger spinners were out, 
wnst spinner was in. Qadir. his wnsl 
rolling this wav and that, never gave 
them a clue. As long as he was 
bowling. New Zealand’s batsmen were 
as hesitant a blind man in a strange 
room. 

Akram and Imran broke earlv. 
Akram scattered Snedden's bails lor 
nought and later, induced Martin 
Crowe to miscue an intended pull loi 
nine. Rutherford pulled Imran to niid 
wicket while Akram’s m-dippet 
finished in Zulqainain's gloves, nicking 
Jeff Crowe on the leg side en route. At 
18 for four, the end result was becom¬ 
ing increasingly obvious. 

Enter Abdul Qadir. Blau tried to 


make room in an atU'mpl to cut Qadir 
and dragged it onto his stumps. Blain 
came and went, accepting the inevit 
able. Bracewell was almost leg lje- 
fore. first ball, confused by Qadir’s 
wrong 'un. Qadir was bowling to a 
slip, sillv point, forward short leg, 
covei point, mid-otf. mid-wicket and 
long lc*g. lie then produced the fatal 
leg break. From for four. New 
Zealand were now 32 for seven. Qadir 
had taken three wickets in his second 
over. 

New Zealand’s shde continued. 
Mcbweeney went for seven, Chatfield 
foi two and (iray. last out. for 17. 
Thev had made 64 in 35.5 overs. 

Pakistan’s bowling analyses made 
an interesting study. Only Tauseef 
and Qadir completed their quota ol ten 
each. Tausc-ef was Pakistan’s most 
expensive bowler—wicketless and 
having expended an average of iwo 
runs an over. Imran had yielded 
elevcm runs in his seven for one 
wicket, Akram, ten in return lor three 
wickets. Elahi’s eleven balls had cost 
him eight runs for two wickets. 
Qadir’s analysis might have impressed 
Keynes most; 10-4-9-4! 


Kapil Dev and Jeff Crowe: complete formalities 
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India came close to 
self-destructing 

Tony Lewis watched Kapil Dev’s team weather a crisis 
against Sri Lanka in Sharjah 




T here is something more formal, 
evon .s'plendid, about the Sharjah 
scent- tins lime. It is my third visit to 
do the television commentary, and on 
each iHcasion I have seen improve- 
nu-nt, cl move towards the perfection 
which the inventors of the Cricketers 
Henefit Fund Series have sought from 
the start. 

Fine words are written about Alxiul 
Rahman Bukhatir, the founding father. 
You might expect to find a pompous 
man, because Sharjah cricket is a Inige 
success. Not a bit of it. Here is a man 
who puffs urgently on a cigarette in a 
tense match and whenever we meet 
during play only wants to know one 
thing—who is wiiuiing, why, what was 
the significance of the change of bowl¬ 


ing and so on. Here is a cricket 
einhusiast. I suspect he has learned a 
lot more about the one-day game 
since he created the Sharjah sta^um, 
but peculiarly, his education in Pakis¬ 
tan, drilled cricket into his heart. 

1 am told dial Abdul Rahman Bukha- 
tu- is a cool and wealthy businessman. 
That does not concern me, nor does it 
surprise me, because I see a sensitive 
man who loves the game and who 
wants to balance both the art of 
cricket with the conunercial possibili¬ 
ties here in Shatjah. 

The extension of the VIP enclosure 
at the Sharjah stadium is the newest 
evidence of the success story. 
Accommodation has been built for an 
extra 6,000 spectators and behind the 


stands is a large airconditioned lounge 
where you can relax in deep sofas and 
watch the play on a jumbo-size televi¬ 
sion screen. 

The Austral-Asia Cup has been full 
of exciting matches, but it must be 
said straij^laway, that the New Zea¬ 
land and Austrian sides, not their 
best teams, are 'veil below Test 
standard. Pakistan beat them both by 
huge margins. I did have some sym¬ 
pathy for the Aussies, however, be¬ 
cause they had only one match in the 
tournament. They (fid score 202 in 
their game against Pakistan and rmght 
well have improved their form in a 
second outing. 

The key to the play has been the 
turning pitch. It is not surprising. 



Chatan Sharma falls to baat Ar|una Ranatunga with hla throw 
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theref^, that the spinners of all 
countries have posed the most serious 
probl«ns. India are best equipped in 
tins respect with Ravi Shastri, Kirti 
Azad and Maninder Singh. Abdul 
Qadir broke all records with the best 
f^ures ever retiuiied at Sharjah or 
iiMeed in his wdiole career in a one-day 
intemational-10 overs, 4 for 9. This 
was against New Zealand in the semi¬ 


final. For Sri Lanka, the left-arm wiles 
of Don jlmurasiri surprised a lot of 
people who had not seen him before. 
He was not afraid to give the ball 
plenty of air and he bowled an old 
foshtoned line, on, or just outside 
off-stump. Too often slow left armers 
these days try to push the ball throu^ 
quickly and aim to get wickets from 
caters off bat and pad. Anurasiii was 
the bowler who got India in a flap as 
they foltered in their run-chase against 
Sri Lanka. 

W RITING this before the final 
between India and Pakistan 1 
have to consider the personalities of 
the two sides. On paper you can say 
that they are well matched. The toss 
might prove important. The pitch has 
been more responsive in the mornings 
while it still contains moisture and 
also, the new ball has swung more 

then. . 

Pakistan, histoncally, get far too 
emotional in their games against India 
and their tension gets in the way of a 
reasonably relaxed performance. Yet 
India, on the other hand can be 
over-confident. They proved this 
against Sri Lanka. Sunil Gavaskar and 
Srikkanth set up the victory with a 
brilliant partnership and then every 
other Indian batsman, except Ravi 
Shastri, appeared to thfok that his own 
wicket was unimportant because there 
was so much battinjf to come. India 
almost succeeded in self-destructing. 
Kapil Dev was able to laugh at the end 
of the match and remind cricket wri¬ 
ters that when India has a near 
disaster, they usually go on to win the 
competition. 

WTiat of the nlen in form.'* India’s 
best performers so far have been 
Gavaskar, Srikkanth, Maninder Singh 
and Kapil Dev. Sunil got a duck 
against New Zealand but he was back 
to tus best against Sri Lanka. He 
played memorable shots. Long after 
he retires we will dl remember the 
d^ped shot off the middle-and-leg 
stump whidi he hits to square leg. He 
treated the Sharjah spectators to 
some exqiusite examples. He is tme of 



Mudassar Nazar unfortunately missed a century by five runs 


the best players of spin I have seen, yorker length, 
always playing the bail when it is well For Pakistan, apart from Qadir who 
underneath him. He never stretches .has been breaking records, I have 
out and makes an ugly pass at it, he been ^eatly impressed with the whip- 
waits for the ball to come to him, py swing bowling of Wasim Akram. 

essential on the slow Sharjah wicket. He is always in the wickets. He is 

He struck Anurasiri off the back foot left-arm, over the wicket, of course, 

through extra cover and then, again swinging the ball in to the right- 

off the back foot hit Aravinda De Silva handers. If he could move the ball 

for a huge six over long on. Great away he would be even more difficult 

shots. to play. 

Srikkanth is the perfect foil if he Imran has not been fully fit, but can 

plays with his head, not his own never be underrated with the new ball 

impulsive heart. They are the perfect at the other end. Perhaps most im- 

combinatiun for a fifty-over match, pressive of the other Pakistanis is 

Maninder has impressed. He has man- Mudassar who has been in excellent 

aged totumthe ball quickly and also to form right throu^ the Asia and t^ 

produce the looping flight which has Austral-Asia Cup tournaments. He is 

got him bounce. The edges have been a good solid professional technician 

carrying to the close field and he has and when the occasion requires it, can 

been hard to score off. play damaging strokes especially with 

Kapil is an excellent bowler in the a strong, guiding, bottom hand 

short game. He has not taken a bundle The week has been deligditfidly 
of wickets but manages to swing the international, with all of Ae Boards of 

ball early on, wMch forces the bats- Control represented. All Stuojah 

men to play late. 'Then when the final needs now in the furture is for Austra- 

overs come alc^ he has the control to lia, New Zealand and En^nd to join 

fire the ball into the block-hole at the ftui and send their &st t^i^ 


MeiDEye 
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Land. Phew! 

I S the most powerful 

Umited-overs side that In¬ 
dia has ever sent abroad? 
On paper all evidence 
would point to it being 
perhaps the most e^losive 
one all right. Consider the 
following batting sequence: 
Srikkanth, Raman Lamba, 
Dilip Vengsarkar, Azharud- 
din, Sandeep Patil, Ravi 
Shastri, Kirti Azad, Kapil 
Dev, Madan Lai, Chetan 
Sharma and Chandrakant 
Pandit! 

Now consider their 
credentials. Srikkanth is 
perhaps the hardest-hitting 
opening batsman in the 
world, following 
CJreenidge. Raman Lamba 
came out of the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy with a double century 
and a score of 110 (against 
Rajasthan) that included 
seventeen fours and three 
sixes. Vengsarkar's innings 
against New Zealand last 
year in the WC of C clin¬ 


ched the game in India's 
favour. Azharuddin’s un¬ 
beaten 93 against Pakistan 
in the same tournament 
pulled India through her 
opening engagement San¬ 
deep Patil's Test achieve¬ 
ment of six fours in a single 
over win take some beat¬ 
ing. Against En^d in the 
1983 Prudential Cup he 
was largely instrumental 
for the seipi-linal win as 
well as victory over Pakis¬ 
tan at Jaipur in the months 
that followed. 

Ravi Shastri has equalled 
Garfield Sobers’ record of 
six sixes in an over in 
first-class cricket and his 
past record speaks of a 
Champion of Champions 
award in Australia last 
year, out of a prospecuve 
field of 77 partidpwts. Kir¬ 
ti Azad, no rabbit, is still 
remembered for his one 
shot right into Stanley 
Street from the Woolloon- 
gabba in Brisbane in 1980- 
81. Madan Lai, a useful 


hitter, has to his credit a 
few explosive, if brief in¬ 
nings of note. His useful 
contribution against, the 
West Indies in ihe 1983 
Prudential final comprised a 
pulled six off Larry Gomes. 
Chetan Sharma is the one 
on whom one would rely 
and hence level his position 
up and down the order as 
per the situation. His 
achievements in Australia, 
particularly in the game 
against New Zealand at 
Launceston, have cata¬ 
pulted him to the prime 
position as a hard-hitting 
and effective bowling all- 
rounder. 

But as one observer 
quipped: "What is the use 
of having a side studded 
with hard hitters? If your 
side has been compelled to 
use all her batsmen, then 
obviously it has bungled 
along the way.” 

The Australasia Cup, 
with all the Test-playing 
countries except England 


and the West Indies, is 
perhaps an indication of the 
future. Maybe in a coui^e 
of years from now, the 
World Cup will have been 
shifted to this desert kmg- 
dom. However, Sheikh 
Abdul Rehman Bukhatir, 
closely associated with 
sporting patronage, ex¬ 
plained in an interview with 
a visiting correspondent, 
“There are five work^ 
days in the week, with 
TTiursday and Friday serv¬ 
ing as tte weekend. If one 
organises a World Cup, the 
matches wiU have to be 
played on days other than 
the weekend also. The 
majority of potential spec¬ 
tators are salaried on a 
daily basis. In this case, 
coming to the ground would 
mean the loss of a day’s 
wages as well as the ex¬ 
penditure on a ticket. Not 
many would be inclined to 
do ^t.” 

mudur Pathenm, Shartth 



The high populMion of fodlwe working In Dubai turrwd opin lull atrength to chaar their heroea 
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Two penalty strokes.... 

Had India converted both against Britain, we would have finished 
in second place at the Champions Trophy. Andy O’Brien 

reports from Karachi 

W HAI d(ies> one* say of India s Indian sidt and most important planning and 

pirlorniame’ That they playtd Whv this intonsistenty’ Why this tattiis It it. in all these departments 


vv pirlorniame’ That they playtd 
well in piuh( s that tlity missed two 
pi Halt V strokis in ont g<ime and 
(kinotid llitinsihts to fifth plau 
I hi 11 ir< lissonstoln leirnt ind 
pItiKv of thinking to bi done if wi an 
to lontinui (lilt upwaid tri nd in world 
lioikiv llu fiiiloimanit this tinii 
iround wis in thi woids ol loath 
llarmtik Singh Sliglitiv moxt sitis 
lying tlian oui last position in the 
Chimpions liophv And ht igrics 
tint iiKonsisttniv still plignis lh< 


Indian sidt 

Whv this intonsistenty’ Why this 
patihv ilassiial brilliante’ There arc 
11 isons ipliiity and llie most impor 
tint onis must lie considered and 
111 tifu (I III! ri IS no doubt about the 
till lit Ml till turn and even Kithaid 
\gis Ihi Austi ilian touh was sui 
jiiiad IS to whv Indii laniiot bi on 
top 

Milt I iw t lit III is not ivciything 
In till modtrn div g«ime Ihtre art 
ollii 1 issinluls brute font 
stiingth 1 high kvtloflitntss sptid 


and most important planning and 
tactics It IS in all these departments 
that wc Indians fill short We have to 
look foi plavers who have the build 
and strength to match the European 
body plav Players who ire hi enou^ 
to give their best on Astro luif for a 
full seventv minutes 

I ht It am that went to Karaiht w is 
ptrlsips tht best sidt but not a 
balanced ont Wliat was tht use of 
t iking Subranwni when it was obvious 
th It ht was going to sit out the whole 
toui on tht bench ■* Why take four 


India's Hardeep Singh and Britain a Stephen Martin cross swords in the match that India lost after 

being ewarded two penalty strokes 



® le to fill one position? Agreed that 
Ml Singh, lude Felix, Marcelhis 
Oomes and jagdeep Singh can fill any 
slot in front but they were taken to 
with the sole intention of 
{riiilgging the inside right position. This 
eventually resulted in a weak bench. 
%^ud. It seems, is invincible and 
Tikken and Thoiba were obviously 
^oing to monopolise the wing posi¬ 
tions. making it a blatant waste of 
maigKjwer. 

Perhaps it would have been a better 
idea to take a centre forward. The 
Indian selectors should put some 
fhou^t into the suggestion that India 
should play with a centre forward 
when up against the European teams. 
The four forward system, and espe¬ 
cially Shahid, Thoiba and Tikken. 
seems to be lost among tjie big 
European defenders. While they have 
the skill to create the openings. Sha¬ 
hid and company ve)ry seldom get 
down to putting the ball into the goal. 
Time and again, in this tournament, 
they came near scoring but were 
either body checked by the opposing 
defenders or fell to the ground. 

A centre forward like the hig-made 
A. Horo of the Siervices sliould be 
given a place in Hie sixteen. Especially 
against the Europeans, Horo will com¬ 
pensate with his physical strength 
what he lacks in technique. We have 
to admit that hockey is no longer the 
gentle art it was. It now has got to do 
, more with physical aspects. As you 
^^Ipok for tall, well-built boys to bowl 
fast in cricket, so also we should 
encourage similar youngsters to take 
up hockey. 

It is not that the present lot are not 
competent. Thai, they more than are. 
In fact, they liave narrowed the gap 
between them and the other teams. 
But this gap is so wide that even 
brilliance on the part of the Indians will 
not even things out. The job of 
narrowing it down has already begun 
and some adjustments to our train of 
thought will make the situation even 
better. 

Not that there were no bright spots 
for India in the tournament. There 
were plenty: and the bri^test were in 
the form of 'thoiba Singh, Tikken 
Singh and goalkeeper Rawat. The two 
wingers, who, prior to the tourna¬ 
ment, were not even sure of their 

S ee in the side, became the spear- 
id of India’s attack. Both have an 
r exdtfog foture and will serve the 
f,'t»iintry for some time to come. 
Thouia. eiqMdalh^. who is just 20, 





After hie performances In this tournament, Tikken Singh will be the 
automatic choice for the right wing position 


has ubviuus talent and could probably 
become one of the finest outside lefts 
in the world. But he must learn to 
curb his impetuosity for very often he 
gets caught in an offside position. 

Tikken is a fighter. For a man a 
little over five feet, he has plenty of 
guts and strength, and he combined 
this with his speed and slick work to 
initiate numerous Indian attacks in 
Karachi. 

India’s weakest point has always 
been the man in goal. But Rawat 
played the tournament of his life and 
his performance can be bracketed 
with the likes of Taylor, Schillman, 
and Snowden. The importance of a 
good keeper cannot be underesti¬ 
mated especially with the changing 
character of the game and our efforts 
should be partially diverted in this 
direction for the future. 

Skipper Shahid was very off-colour 
and this was one of the reasons why 
India could not do better. Having 
missed the camp prior to the tourna¬ 
ment due to his mother’s illness and 
not having played for one month, he 
was not fit enough for a tournament of 
^is calibre. Another factor contribut¬ 
ing to India’s chequered performance 
was the bad form of our penalty 
comer expert Mohinder Pal Sin^. Of 
course, he should not bear the whole 
responsMity of not being aWe to 
convert a single comer (wfiy Vineet 
Kumar, his reifiacement, scored one) 
because very oftra the man responsi¬ 


ble for stopping the ball failed in his 
yib. 

it was the penally corner and M. P. 
Singh that were resiionsible for India's 
first-ever series win against Pakistan 
but Ibis time, this combination did not 
come off. 

Much, of course, will be written and 
said about the two penalty strokes 
that Carvalho and Abdul Azi?. jnissed 
against Great Bntain. the conversion 
of either of which would have given 
India an apjiearance on Hie victory 
stand. Carvalho, no doubt was 
shaky--he had missed a stioke the 
previous day against Holland and mis¬ 
sing anotbei one must have ruined his 
confidence. But replacing him by 
young Abdul Aziz for the second 
stroke was bad tactics. Considering 
the circumstances, it was cruel to 
expose Aziz to the best goalkeeper in 
the world. No doubt Aziz is second 
only to Carvalho in his push but with 
his experience, the former should 
have been given another chance. 

The third position was there for the 
taking, but we let it slip out of our 
hands. It was a mortal sin: for one goal 
in the Champions Trophy could mean 
two positions. It was a repetition of 
last year’s tournament. A win against 
Great Britain in the last match then 
would have given India second spot. A 
draw third. But by losing, lixiia 
finished last. It was repeated tiiis year 
again. Mer all, India cannot win two 
matches (gt two successive days. Won-' 
der why? - i 




Austratfa a Mark Hager (8) 


In spite of finishing second the 
AujtiaJwns scored twelve goals the 
most by any team m the tournament 
the Gennans managing only ten It 
was clear that the match between 
Geimany and Australia on the second 
day of the tournament would m effect 
the deader with the German 
defena only just managing to hold on 
to a 3 2 lead 

Fhe home team Pakistan, were 
dearly the surprises of the touma 
ment They seemed to be destined to 
take the bottom of the table but some 
fine performances agamst the two top 
teams pushed them up to third place 
much to local satisfecuon The fanatic 
al home crowds, however, did not hke 
the idea that their oiUy defeat was at 
the hands of arch rivals India Missing 
one opportuiuty after another the 
Pakistanis were held to three draws 
two of which they should have got fiill 
points for had they capitahsed on their 
dunces 

The lethargic performance by the 
home team gave nse to rumours of 
differences withm the team and with 
out The recent revolt against the 
umntry'a hodcey federation was also 
kKiked upon as a reason, but Hassan 
Sirdar and his men came ba^ to 
pio\( quite a few people wremg 

1 hough they turned on the h«it a 
bttlc late their performance through 
out the tournament (at least m creat 
mg chances) was impressive Their 
wingers Wawn F«ros and Qasun 
Khan even matched die apeed and 
bnlbame of thenr Australian counter- 


• nia penalty corner conversion being stopped by German goalkeeper Frank Tobias 

parts And one would be tempted to and England are much indebted to him 
say that the revolt has been a blessing for their fourth position 
m ^sguise for the team previously The Netherlands came up with one 
leaderless They have now comt to ' 
look upon Hassan Sardar ds their 


upon Hassan Sardar ds 
friend philosopher and guide This 
has generated some kmd of undei 
standing and unity within the team 
which went a long way m helping the 
host nation to stand on th< victory 
podium 

Great Britain with three draws 
were only just pushed down to fourth 

E lace by Pakistan and after losmg to 
[oiland they had to beat India to stay 
in the running for tlurd jxisition 1 he 
Indians gave them the win but Pakis 
tan turned the tables as they had 
done m last year s Champions 1 rophy 
by beating Austraha m the last match 
of toe tournament to pip the British 
Fhe British play hockey much as 
they play their footbiU Ihev realise 
that m order to learn a game one must 
first master the basics and they have 
applied this to their hockey loo Their 
trappmg so effective ui soccer was 
the best among the six nations on 
view m Karachi and b> far their 
strongest asset Moreovei thej tend 
to play the possession game waiting 
for an opemng to make their move 
Then* ^ralkeeper Ian Taylor const 
dered toe best in the world is very 
similar to his acrobatic football col 
leagues and is practu ally unbeatable m 
toe air as joaquun Carvalho found out 
much to India s despiir Despite not 
having the services of Fischer m front 
of him he sUD conceded only six goals 


of their most disappomtmg perform 
ances It almost seemed as if they did 
not want to win a single match Having 
grabbed a win against Bntain they 
perhaps thought they could hold on to 
a decent position if they drew toe rest 
of their matches They play^ an 
ultra defensive game and showed 
amarmg reluctance to go into toe 
attack 

Granted they had fitness problems, 
but in their last ma'ch where thei 
lost to champions Germany by in rfd 
goal in three they only pi »etl to 
themselves that their itn K could 
pressunsc the oppi itm after all 
Known to be pc n iltv i ner masters, 
they failed to scoi is much as they 
should h IV L ind in tact managed just 
five goals III their engagements and 
ended it the bottom of the table 
honicallv they are the hosts for next 
yeai s Champions Trophy and they 
will definitely lay more stress on 
preparation than they did this tone 
My bookmaker foend was n^t 
when he told me before I ksft for 
Karachi that it was very difficult to 
predict what would happen m the 
Champions Trophy Log^c finds no 
place m such tournantonts and if you 
look at tito results of the et{^ Cham¬ 
pions Trophy meets, you will ajp'ee 
that hodcey would gnre cnctet a ran 
fm toe iabk of “the game of i^cmotis 
uncertainties “ 





SWf Re 


The Main Contenders 


A t a tournament such as tte Cham- 
inons Trophy, it is the very ele¬ 
ment of unpredictability that provides 
the greatest charm. The form of any 
(me team applies only for a day. 
Brilliant on one day, the same outfit 
mi^t produce a mediocre game the 
next day, losing to a team lying lower 
down the table. You just can’t afibrd to 
take anything for granted. 

Ask the Aussies; they’d be able to 
tell you more about it. At Karachi, 
they were gunning for their fourth 
successive title, but fell short by as 
many as three points. If they derived 


They fought. And lost 

any satisfaction from their efrorts in 
Paddstan, it lay in the fact that tiiey 
seem to have overcome their depend¬ 
ence on the old hands. They never 
really seemed to miss the esqjerience 
of Ric Charlesworth and Terry Walsh; 
and there could not have been a better 
sign than that 

Wiile Australia’s success over the 
last couple of years had been attri- 
buteej to the presence of the old 
warhorses, their performance in 
Pakistan (clespite their loss to Ger¬ 
many) proved that the game has come 
a long wav Down Under and the 


younger players like Nigel Patmore, 
Grant Mitton and Neil HawgcKxl have 
die speed, skill and physied strength 
to once again mould themselves into 
the best team in the world. 

In fact, these three attributes are 
the strongest assets of the Austra- 
lituis. Playing their own blend of htxdt- 
ey—^fast paced, with short passes— 
they often had the opposing team on 
the defensive right from the word go. 
It was the pace of their game that 
brought about the downfall of India 
who, despite playing their best game, 
went down 0-3. 


Veteran Peter Haseihurst remains the spearhead of the Australian attack but Is now supported by 

some fleet-footed youngsters 



Nikhil Bhanacharya 








The war Germany won 

Nikhil Bhattacharya captures the action and the tense 
moments of the Champions Trophy hockey tournament 









Effort was at a maximum nthoM two photographs •how. Top: Holland's Cass Jan Diooaaaon 
throws hlmsoH at Paklstan'a Salim Sherwanl. Bottom; India's Marcallus Qomas watiTiiM Ma 

efforts against the Dutch go abagging 








Clockwise from top left: 


Carsten Fischer 
celebrates after putting 
the Germans ahead in 
their game against the 
defending champions 
Australia 


India’s Jagdeep Singh 
threatens the Dutch 
citadel but to no avail 


Stefan Blocher of 
Germany has Britain's 
Jon Potter at his mercy 


Heiner Dopp attacks the 
Dutch goal. The Germans 
beat their traditional 
rivals Holland 2—1 
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The Outsiders 

Keir Radnedge relates the hardships some of the less fanded 
European nations had borne to make it 
to Mexico, and examines their chances in the final 

H UNGARY’S national team, what¬ 
ever its strengths and weaknes- 
, ses, must always bear the cross of 
A comparison with the great team of the 

■ - I early 1950s inspired by the likes of 
Ferenc Puskas, Sandor Kocsis and 
Co... the team which thrashed En^and 
6-3 at Wembley yet lost the 1954 
World Cup Final to outsiders West 
Germany. 

Hungarian football has suffered 
plenty of ups and downs since then. 
They were World Cup quarter- 
finalists in 1962 and 1966. Yet in 1978 
they fell in the first round after having 
stars Tiber Nyilasi and Andras Toroc- 
sik both sent off in the same game 
against Argentina, and in 1982 they 
failed to progress beyond the first 
round despite thumping El Salvador 
10 - 1 ! 

Now, under manager Gyorgy 
Mezey, they may be turning over a 
new, more determmed leaf. Hungary, 
indeed, became the first European 
nation to qualify for the 1986 World 
Cup finals—apart ft'om seeded Italy— 
when they ran up a sensational 3-0 win 
over Austria in Vienna as far back a!>' 
April Iasi year. 

Mezey's success must not be 
under-rated. He had (<< rebuild the 
I entire morale of the domestic game 
after an 18-moiitli Mc'iimare in which 
the sport's ii i.i.;' was tarnished by 
bribe ca.*)! -. '“ai-li led to the suspen¬ 
sions— jik! ui some cases jail terms 
and liejM tines—of nearly 3(K) play¬ 
ers and officials. 

(In the plus side Mezey was helped 
bv the surprising success of the un- 
fasionable Videoton club in reaching 
the UEFA Cup Final. But he remains 
cautious about predicting Hungary’s 
i chances in Mexico—particulany at 
home. Mezey prefers to give inter¬ 
views to foreign magazines and news¬ 
papers because, he says, “If I give an 
interview in Hungary far too much 
importance is attached to every 
phrase and comma.” 

As in 1978 and 1982. Nyilasi re¬ 
mains the key player, thoug^i he is 
WalMitlM lwyt»l«y«r;iiKMghhel»now31 now 31 and plays his club football in 
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Vietiiu with F.K. Austria. 

Nyilari believes that a change of 
international hic^ is long overdue. 
Early in his career he was set bade 
first by a fractured skull then by 
appeiidicitis. Appreciation of ms 
efiorts £[)«■ his country was demons¬ 
trated when the Hungarian federation 
authorised his transfer to F.K. Austria 
in 1983, and Nyilasi picked up a 
£40,000 signing-on fee. 

Most forwards move back into mid- 
field as tteir career develops and they 
lose their youthful acceleration. But 
the longer N^si's career has lasted, 
die greater lus delight in goal-getting. 
In 1983-84 he was the Austrian 
league’s top scorer with 26 goals and 
he also collected no fewer dian five in 
a UEFA Cup-tie against Aris of Lux¬ 
embourg. 

Mezey’s problem is providing Ny^- 
si with solid support. Jozsef Kiprich 
and Lajos Detari are lively new strik¬ 
ers but the defence is still suspect. 
Sandor S.allai has switched from defen¬ 
sive midfielder to try to plug the at 
rightback...but the centre of defence 
now appears vulnerable smcc Antal 
Roth has been sidelined with back 
trouble. 

Roth has recently undergone an 
operation ami hopes to prove, when 
the Hungarian league season restarts 
shortly, that he will be fit to return to 
Mexico...where Hungary gained valu¬ 
able experience of the conditions in a 
four-team tournament last December. 

Then they were disappointed to 
finish runners-up in the table. But in 
June, pitied against the Soviet Un¬ 
ion—their Jinx team—European 
champions France and Canada, they 
would happily settle for that at the end 
of the first round. That would, after 
all, qualify them for the final stages. 

B ELfilUM have dime well just to 
qualify tor the P'inais. 

For they earned their Mexico ticket 
despite having the defence ripped 
apart by suspensions following a Bel¬ 
gian League match-fixing scandal, and 
despite the sad death in a car crash of 
star midfielder Ludo Coeck. 

Beyond, all the pain of tliese recent 
setbacks, Belgian football can be 
proud of the progress it has made 
since the introduction of professional¬ 
ism in the late 1950s. Building on that 
development, the national team were 
runners-up in the 1980 European 
championship and reached the second 
round of the 1982 World Cup finals in 
Spain. 



The Belgians have earned a special 
place in V^ld Cup histoiy for they 
were among the four European na¬ 
tions who took part in the inaugural 
finals in Uruguay in 1930. 

In those days there was no qual¬ 
ifying competiticni. But to get to Mex¬ 
ico. manager Guy Thys’s men had to 
work extra hard. 

Tliey could only finish runners-up to 
Poland in their initial group and were 
left with the challenge of defeating old 
rivals and neighbours Hdland in a 
play-off to get to the finals. Belgium 
won 1-0 at Iwme with a goal from 
skipper Frankie Vercauteren. It did 
not look like being enough, especially 
when they were losing 2-0 with only 
minutes remaining of the return in 
Rotterdam. But, then right-back Eric 
Gerets—a bribe scandal culprit now 
reinstated in the team—swung over a 
hopeful cross and fellow defender 
Georges Grun thrust himself bito the 
gap to plant a header into the Dutch 
net. 


That was the strike which Imiught 
Belgium level on aggregate and put 
them on the plane to Mexico by virtue 
of their away goal. 

In the finals, one of the Belgians' 
most potent weapons will be their long 
memory. Among their first round 
rivals are hosts Mexico, who were 
placed in the same starting group as 
Belgium 16 years ago. 

(% that occasion, an appalling K- 
fereeing blunder helped turn the game 
Mexico's way. The Belgians stiU re¬ 
member that game and have waited aS 
this time for revenge. 

To achieve that, Guy Thys will lean 
particularly heavily on the young 
Anderlecht player Enzo Scifo. He was 
bom in Belgium of Italian parents and 
tcxik Belgian citizenship in time to play 
for his adopted country in the 1984 
Championship finals. It is said diat 
Italian ciub Internazionale have 
already paid Anderlecht £250, (kX) just 
to get first option on his eventual 
transfer. 



Ff«i*y Vm DM«ist (Wft) ■tK>ut to twM* TottMihm'9 ah^ 






Wora^D Cup Updato 


Kenny Dalglish: 
Liabilily or asset? 





K enny dalglism 

does not want to be a 
liability in Scotland’s sqi»d 
for Mexico. Say that a^on? 
Kenny Dalj^sh a liability? 
Which Dalglish areyoutalit* 
ing about? 

It may be difficult to be¬ 
lieve, but it’s true. Kenny 
Dalgjish, whom Scotland’s 
captain Graeme Sounness 
describes as the most com¬ 
plete footballer he has ever 
worked with, does not rate 
himself fit to be a member 
of his nation’s World Cup 
squad. He is the man who 
has had a direct or indirect 
hand in 13 of the 21 goals 
Scotland have scored in 
their last 13 matches. He is 
the man whose influence on 
the team-, has been re¬ 
garded by Liverpool star 
like Ian Rush and Scottish 
manager Alex Ferguson as 
crucial to Scotland’s suc¬ 
cess. Yet Kenny Dalglish 
has his doubts if his selec¬ 
tion for Mexico will be on 
merit, and not sentimental¬ 
ity. Incongruous, isn’t it? 

Dalglish startled fans and 
critics when he ei^ressed 
his reluctance to join team¬ 
mates in Mexico ip a press 
conference within minutes 
of making his 100th appear¬ 
ance' for Scotland and con¬ 
tributing richly to their 
win over Romania, it 
so amply evidcnl touch 
he still has u* otier. How 
his presence can galvanise 
the Scotland attack. Yet. 
Dalg/i.sli hesitated and took 
some time to gather Ws 
thoughts when pressmen 
asked him to comment on 
his performance. Even 
worse, when pressed to 
clarify his reluctance about 
Mexico, Dalglish became 
as uneasy as someone 
being cross-examined in 
court. What was bothering 
the maestro? 

Dalg^sh could not hold 
the secret close for too 
long. It soon realised 
that his (hsinterest about 
World Cup stemmed not so 
much from his concern ab¬ 
out the lu-ospect al sBpping 
^tow the standards he has 


Scotland muat not go to Maxleo without Dalgitah. 



27 


set hunself as his (ommit 
ments towaids 1 iverpool 
Dalglish admitud that his 
responsibthUi s as Li\(.r 
pool s manager must tonic 
before his ambitions as a 
playti I VO to consider 
what IS btbt for tlu tlob’^ 
Dalglish has his ptioritits 
wrong Is the inti test ot his 
club mort important than 


Scotland s honour■* Scot 
land needs him badlv ev 
one knows it Sa\s 
Hibs taptnn hin Munio 
His vision IS extraordin 
try Most ol us will look 
aiouiid to sfe what s on 
whin we git the ball but 
Dalglish IS doing Ih U as the 
ball coming to him He is 
iw ire of all the runs being 


made around him and you 
can bet he will pick the best 
option 1 his IS the qualitv 
that will nnkt him the 
lataivst m thi Siottish 
squad And Ian Rush re 
sponds to It acknowledging 
that he his been most 
iffcitnc whentvtr Daig 
lish his biui in the I ivtr 
pool sick 


Some pundits are ton 
temed about how the Mtx 
lean conditions might affect 
Dalglish physically But 
running power will count 
for much less m Mexico 
than It does in lintam and 
having someone of Dalg 
lishs intelligence and skill 
will certamly be better toi 
Scotland than not haying 
lum at all c speciallv if you 
thmk of the difficult operang 
matches Scotland will have 
to play against Denmark 
West (lermany and Uru 
guay Scotland must not go 
to Mexico without Dalg 
hsh just as Beckenbauer 
must persuade Bcrndt 
Schuster to play for Ger 
manv 

Meanw hilt Bi a/ilians 
had a glimpse of the might 
of their Woild Guppers 
when Ihcv beat East Ger 
manv 10 in a warm up 
game at home Ihis was 
not quite a surprise but the 
drubbing of Denmark at Uic 
hands c^ Bulgaria certainly 
was Composed of a num 
ber of young talented play 
ers many of whom are 
about to plunge into big 
time European club soccer 
Denmark is expected to 
prove a hot commodity in 
the finals while Bulgaria is 
certainly looked upon as 
one of the also rans The 

E c/wer equations are going 
avwire 

On the other hand West 
Germany had a happy ex 
pentnee when their tall 
Bayern Munich forward 
Dieter Hoeness displayed 
his feared header to net the 
winner in another warm up 
game against Switzerland 
Manager Beckenbauer was 
impressed and prompUy 
announc ed that Hoeness 
might get be rth in the Mex 
ICO squad true to the prom 
ise he made before the 
match It seems West Ger 
many despite an laijm 
pressive start wjdt prob 
lems plaguing manager 
Beckenbauer is gathering 
strength to stage a coup at 
Mexico 


.. lust as Beckenbauer must persuade Bemd Schuster to play for Germany 


r _i_ 





cw 




Taxing tennis 

T-AXAI ION. always a 
ptohk'm in this materialistic 
world, hd.s even spilled 
over into the sports arena. 
From next year the pnze 
money at Wimbledon will 
be taxable at source, in an 
effort to offset this fact, 
Wimbledon authorities are 
seriousiy thinking of paying 
players' hotel bills after this 
year's championships. A 
flat rate of £65 has been 
touted on behalf of the 
(layers. 

The same system 
already applies in the 
French Championships for 
the same reason. Ronald 
bookman, the Deputy Ex¬ 
ecutive Director, of the 
Association of Tennis Play¬ 
ers said, "This is nothing 
more than a thought at this 
stage. Hut there has been 
discussion of some provi¬ 
sion to help players with 
the cost of a two week 
toumwient in a big city, 
^ime players are not mak¬ 
ing a great deal of money 
on the circuit and during a 
two week period a kit of 
them will not be able to 
meet their expenses. 


Ovett moves over 

MOST middle distance run¬ 
ners switch to the tonger 
events towards Uie latter 
half of their careers. Sebas¬ 
tian Coe Iras announced 
that he will not be an ex¬ 
ception to the rule. The 
ch^pkm British runner 
wiD be moving to the 
5000 metresihis season. If 
Coe makes a (grange can 


Ovett be far behind? 
Twelve years after his first 
gold medal in the European 
junior 8U0 metres, Steve 
Ovett is also planning to 
move up to the StKX) 
metres for the Common¬ 
wealth Games in Edinburgh 
and the Eurt^x-an Cham¬ 
pionships this summer. 
Compounding the certainty 
that the greatest double act 
in British athletics will con¬ 
tinue to run and run, is the 
fact that the pair shared a 
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Own: etianging pace 

stage at the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. The two running 
legends did a sketch in 
Rowan Atkinson’s “Com¬ 
edy Relief benefit for 
Ethiopia. 

Ovett, who has had a 
long break after his road 
races in America in mid- 
October, and has now com¬ 
pleted his first endurance 
based winter training, said, 
“1 honestly haven’t made 
up my mina, but I wifl be 
running in more 5000 
metres races.” 


Bad boy 
BNattacharya 

HOW can a team with so 
many internationals stars 
fail to win the Santosh Tro¬ 
phy? According to the man¬ 
ager of the Bengal team, 
Krishnendu Bannerjee, the 
two primary reasons for his 
side finishing runners-up to 
Ihinjab at the Jabalpur 
nationals were the soccer 
transfers of Calcutta and 
the misbehaviour of the 
veteran stopper back Sub- 
rata Bhattacharya. Mr Ban- 
nerjee’s report goes like 
this: "Initially there was no 
problem for .setection of the 
team but later on some 
difficulties were experi¬ 
enced. Subrata Bhat¬ 
tacharya expressed his dis¬ 
satisfaction openly in the 
team meeting after his not 
being selected for the semi¬ 
final. All the co-players who 
were present in the meet¬ 
ing were shocked.... after 
the meeting Blrattacharya 
told me and coach Amai 
Dutta that he wanted to 
return to Calcutta. I told 
him if he returned he had to 
do so without my permis¬ 
sion.” 

The manager further 
blamed the dub transfers 
for upsetting the rythin as 
well as the concentration of 
the players. 

The Best vs The 
Rest 

HOW do you beat the West 
Indians at a game of crick¬ 
et? You cannot! 

To prove that the C<iril> 
bean kings are beatdfilc af- j 
ter all, a one day nialch is 
being organized against a 
Rest of the World XI. The 
venue—Edgbaston. The 
date—May 20. The one 
day fixture is being staged 
in support of the Sport Aid 
Project 

The Rest will be skip¬ 
pered by the English cap¬ 
tain David Gower, who is 
still licking the wounds in¬ 
flicted by the West Indians 
on him and his men recent¬ 


ly. Three Indians have 
l^n selected to play in this 
prestigious game—Gavas- 
kar, iGpil Dev and Ravi 
Shastri. They wfll be back¬ 
ed up by Imdui Khan, 
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Richards: honourad 

Richard Hadlee. Ian 
Botham and Allan Border. 
Two other New Zealan¬ 
ders—Martin Crowe and 
John Wnght may also be 
included. 

The BBC will be making 
arrangements to teleca.st 
the match live to a nutvher 
of countries. 

Getting better, by 
degrees 

Ak'i I'i.'ABLY the greatest 
<i.sman in contemporary 
cricket, Vivian Richards, 
wiD be honoured by a Brit¬ 
ish University. The West 
Indian batsman will receive 
an honorary doctorate of 
letters from the University 
of Exeter in Devon in July. 
TIus was rejwrted by The 
Workers Voice, which is 
the newspaper published 
by the ruling Antigua 
Labour party. lYie master 
batsman, as you may have 
guessed, is iking honoured 
by the Universfty for his 
exemplary contribution to 
cricket 
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The importance of pronation 


C ARRYING on from 
where we left off last 
Week, we must stress that 
you have to get to know 
your feet before choosing 
the light shoe for yourself. 
The best way to get to 
know your feet is to get 
three imprints of them. 
One, while you are stand- 
0% your weight evenly 
distributed on both feet, 
the second, with all your 
weight on one foot and the 
ffiir^ while sitting on a 
chair. 

After you have made 
three separate imprints of 
your foot, them compare 
then to the three speci¬ 
mens given here. Your foot 
imprint is bound to match 
one of them. The first im¬ 
print shown is the hyper- 
mobile flat foot. This foot 
appears to be perfectly nor¬ 
mal when no weij^t is on it 
but the moment you put foil 
wei^t on both feet, the 
arch collapses. This is 
more so in the case of all 
your weight being put on 
one foot. The hypermobile 
fiat foot needs a shoe with 
firm support and motion 
control. 

The other type of food is 
the high-arch cavus foot, 
(shown on the right) and is 
the opposite of the hyper- 
mobUe fiat foot. In this 
case, alt the imprints made 
of the foot Will show almost 
the same print. The print 
that you make while .sitting 
wiU be almost the same as 
the one while standing with 
your weight evefoy distri¬ 
buted on both. legs. In fact, 
even when you put all your 
weight on one leg, there is 
little depression of the 
aitfa. This a rigid foot and 
is a very pwr shock absor¬ 
ber, rmuoing softer shoes 
that will encourage motion 
and has enough cushioning 
to absorb most of the 
.Shock. 

The last type is the nor¬ 


ma! foot. This foot has an 
arch that collapses only 
moderately when you stand 
on both feet and even when 
you put all your weight on 
one foot, about half the 
arch will be plainly visible. 
This foot is well balanced 
and is capable of absorbing 
shuck quite well. The nor¬ 
mal foot will give you the 
least problems, especially if 
you limit your running to 
about 15 to 20 miles per 
week. As this foot type is 
somewhere in between the 
other two types, the shoe 
best suited should be mod¬ 
erately stiff with a moder¬ 
ate amount of s-hock 
absorbency built into it. 

Research has shown that 
almost 80 per cent of all 
knee problems that crop up 
among runners are due to 
faulty foot planting and un- 
stabte feet. This, as well as 
excessive pounding while 
running, can cause shin 
splints due to the excessive 
motion or stress, knee 
strain on the outside of the 
knee or the inside of the 
knee, Achilles tendinitis, 
plantar fascilitis, ankle 
sprains and stress frac¬ 


tures. 

The point to understand 
is, you can avoid many of 
these complaints by making 
sure that you do all your 
running in the right shoe. 
With so much of technical 
expertise going into shoe 
technology nowadays, 
there is bound to be a shoe 
that conforms to your par¬ 
ticular style of running and 
corrects most of the faults 
that you may be making. 
On the other hand, if you 
just wear any shoe, you 
may just be aggravating the 
problems as the shoe may 
not be suited at all to your 
type of running. 

To understand this bet¬ 
ter, you have to understand 
the importance of ‘prona¬ 
tion’ when it comes to run¬ 
ning. When you lake a 
stride, your foot strikes the 
ground normally on the out¬ 
side of the heel. To absorb 
the shock of the impact, 
your foot rolls over, or 
pronates, to the inside to 
make foil contact writh the 
ground thereby evenly dis¬ 
tributing the forces of im¬ 
pact over the whole foot 
area. Pronation creates 


better shock absurbtion 
and also counteracts the 
instability of your foot when 
it first hits the grounds. 

In a split second after 
landing on your heel and 
pronating onto the entire 
heel and foot, the midst- 
ance phase comes into 
effect. This is a stage 
where the foot bears all the 
body weight for a split 
second before transferring 
the forces from the heel to 
the forefoot. This is done 
through the arch because of 
the colJaboration of the 
midtarsal and the subtalar 
joints. 

This phase also comes 
into close contact with pro¬ 
nation. If you have a 
tendency to overpronate, 
or roll over onto the inside 
of the heel after you land on 
the outside, the subtalar 
joint loosens the fmit like 
it's meant to, but the mid¬ 
tarsal joint doe.sn’l have 
time to tighten the foot 
before you push off from 
the forefoot. Thi.s means 
that your foot, having no 
tightness, can give you only 
a weak propulsioa ITiis is 
where motion control com- 
e.s in. 

If you are the other ex¬ 
treme, that IS. if you under- 
pronate, it is an entirely 
different matter. Occurring 
most in the case of tin 
high-arched foot, the foot 
does not roll over enough 
after landing on the outsicfo 
of the heel thereby placing 
excess stress on that par¬ 
ticular area of the foot 

Whereas the overpronat- 
ing foot is too locuae, the 
unc^ronating fool is too 
rigid and doesn't have 
enough motion to adapt to 
the groimd and absorb the 
force of your body wel^t 
That is why you have to get 
a shoe tiiat is flextbte to 
adjust for Uie rigidity (tf .the. 
underinronating foot. 


(ContinMd nM «iwk) 


HYPERMOBILE 
FLAT FOOT 


NORMAL FOOT 




HIGH-ARCH 
CAVUS FOOT 



Above are the imprints ot the foree basic foot types. The flat 
foot should wMr a straigfo-laat shoe; the normal foot, a 
aemj-etraight last; and the cavus foot, a curvad last 
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No one has been 
disappointed 

... Because no one expected 
things to be easy in the West 
Indies, confesses David Govi^er 


I T would not be inaccu 
rale at this stage to siv 
that fortune is a vcrv tu kl< 
tody 1 mean no disrt spi < t 
to the fcnuk » (l« sfx 
cies, nor do I wish 1 1 sug 
gest that anv mipl «»is in 
the Caribbf m ik <ntirely 
the rt sfM iis/bilih of Lady 
Luck I iii>i ^ It el that It IS 
true I \ (hit not every 

thuu t gone our way 

1 1 K first agree that 
out 11 ilormances in St Vin 
t n tnd Antigua were not 
()t sort of openers I had 
hoped for on this tour lam 
1 believer that if one can 
make the right sort of 
opening moves the rest 
can bee omt easier but for 
tunately I can also accept 
that one need not become 
too depressed by early mis 
fortunes In many wavs it 
seemed almost irrelevant 
m terms of what was bound 
to follow that wt were 


embarrassingly shown up 
by the Windward Islands 
spinners in bt Vmcent In 
terms of I est match cnck 
et tn this part of the world 
the days of the I ance 
(jibbs type bowiti seem 
severely numbered at 
least as far as the home 
side IS concerned It is not 
entirely impossible that Ro 
gor Harper nught get a 
game by the tune we return 
to Trinidad for the fourth 


Test, but apart from that 
his opportunities aie likely 
to be Inmted 
The shame about our 
last day relapse in Antigua 
was that we had actuaDv 
bounced back and got ev 
erything largely n^t for 
the previous 3V1 days All 
tlHi batsmen bar the captain 
had spent useful and profit 
able time in the middle and 
the bowlers had also man 
aged to sort themselves 


out to good effect The 
pitch was not typically 
Canbbean in terms of pace 
and bounce, but there again 
none of the surfaces we 
attempted to play on dunng 
the first month of the tour 
matched that description, 
exc ept perhaps the practice 
wickets in Barbados on 
days two and three of tlie 
tour 

Anyway—on to Jamaica 
a reunion with the same 
affable and highly effective 
secunty polic e wc had met 
in 1981 led by the sleepy 
eyed and ever helpful 
‘Moose By now the most 
reliable batting practice 
was against Fred the 
bowling machine allied 
with any suitable concrete 
strip this being no disre 
sped to our bowlers and 
the efforts they put m to 
give us poor batsmen piac 
bee elsewhere 









The good news by the 
end of the Jamaica match 
was that we had actuaily 
beaten a side, albeit minus 
Patterson and, for most oi 
the match, Holding. Some 
took advantage, others did 
not, and the nett result was 
that my aim of having all or 
most of our front-line bats¬ 
men in reasonable nick was 
yet to be achieved Fear 
not—It lb sometimes amaz- 
mg what can be done with 
more ‘Fred’ and a surge of 
adrenahn such as invariably 
occurs when confronted by 
West Indian bowling. 

Again being honest, we 
did not bat paiticularly well 
Sadly the ovcrnding mem¬ 
ory of the dav has to be the 
si^t of Mike's nose having 
been severely remodelled 
Whatevei honeymoon 
there had been was over 
though Mike was as stoical 
as evei, and would no 
doubt have padded up again 


given half a chance. As 1 
write, we all hope that he 
will rejoin us before too 
long, but, failing that, we 
hope that he will be in good 
nick to 'sniff the leather’ 
ai^m for the new season. 
He had been looking in very 
good order again all 
through the tour 
Among the batsmen pre- 
Test form was at a pre¬ 
mium, especially when feel¬ 
ing the need to play Peter" 
Willey and David Smith, 
neither of whom had played 
since the opening match of 
the tour. Nor was David 
helped by being somewhat 
under the weather for most 
of the match 
Bv the end of the con¬ 
test, the feeling ui the dres¬ 
sing-room was that by and 
large people had done the 
best they could at the time. 
No doubt some would have 
backed themselves to have, 
done better with more 


cncket under their belts, 
but It IS true to say that 
opposition and condibons 
were reasonably veno¬ 
mous. Whether or not that 
IS acceptable to the folks 
back home is no doubt de¬ 
batable, but I can only reaf¬ 
firm, to all those who might 
deem it necessary, that if 
anyone feels the pam of 
defeat, it is most tertainlv 
those involved most 
closely. 

Not that It means we 
need to be downcast too 
long. There is only one way 
back, and that is to resume 
the contest as soon as 
possible. According to our 
schedule that meant Tnni- 
dad and the next one-day 
mtemabonal We all know 
the result, and those of us 
actually in Trinidad can 
actually appreciate the 
worth of Graham Gooch’s 
innings in securing our last- 
ball victory. Some of what 
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had gone before seemed 
according to bookmakers’ 
form, aid Viv Richards and 
RichK Richardson had pby- 
ed some awesome cricket 
m setting W the West h- 
^s total Thus Graham’s 
innings becomes yet more 
appreciable as a supreme 
personal and team effort, 
not least as a pointer to 
what can, and I hope will, 
be done during the rest of 
the tour. 

No one expected things 
bi be easy out here—and 
no one has been dis- 
appinnted in that respect 
But let noone be con¬ 
cerned that tlie attitude is 
not there: we have no m- 
tention ol letting ourselves, 
nor anyone else, down if 
we can help it Somebmes 
It would be nice to be 
allowed to loncentrate 
solely on that 

Wisden Crhkat MonthI” 





T he touring English 
te«n 01 tht West Indi 
may be Ucened t( « 1 1 1 
(bator enmeshi d in n l 
defeat, fhistnti i I n 


Bird in the cage 


troversy lh« I i t 
tion was c II •’I 

tmntfron i i I'l 

Antiguin • Minister 

on (.1 ) hs sport 

mg |„ I Kli Africa 

ITii ptning bats 

inir I id of being 

ous of the 
( people ’ to 

Ml ih insists he 

I I (hi r be given the 

I iiply or else draw 
ilogy from Mr Bird 
^ dll chances of obtain 
I, Ui h satisfaction appear 
It tiu moment to be slim 
friKKh who happens to bt 
nalutally stubborn and 

I gually unimaginative is 
rumouied to havi wiitUn 
to the Test and County 
Ciukil Board in lundon 
requestmg ttial he be re 
leased trom his contract to 
play in Antigua 

rht matter is deluately 
poised and the TCCB aie 
no doubt hoping that the 
storm wiU m due lourse 
blow over tfoexh in his 
present sulk\ mood could 
be tempted to throw ui tlie 
towel and dtpait from lest 
encket foi good Whiih m 
view of En^ands slender 
lesouries would bt little 
short of calamitous Lord s 
uiidirstandabh aic cx 
ercising tht gieattst tact 
and can 

Oooch and Bnd were cn 
gaged in an cuber con 
tretemps long befoic the 
tour got undti way On 
that occasion (looch had 
issued a retraction on ius 
dci ision to lour South Afh 
1 four years ago (for which 
111 received a three year 
lull mationai ban) and a 
ndcmnatiun of apaitheid 
tl statement was 
Kuptid and the matter 
tlostd Or so we mistaken 
ly thought No soonei had 
the I n^sli \isitms arrived 
m the Caribbean thin Les 
It r Bud teopened the argu 
Hint with an attack of 


Antigu III 
on (•! 1 
mg III i 

ITii 


Goochs credentials 

The subject has been 
well and truly joined with 
one of Mr Bud’s colleagues 
Reuben Hams, the Muus 
ter of Education Culture 
and Youth Alfeus charging 
hun with “divert mg his pei 
sona from his public status 
and undemitmng cricket m 
Antigua’ by giving the tour 
the green light and then 
urgmg the public to boycott 

It 

The shut fumt wickets 
of the fxnod when the 
iWs Sobirs Kanhai 
Nutse and Butcher ruled 


the roost are today a mem 
ory Marshall, Garner 
Holding and Patteison 
would ^ hard to keep out 
on the best tracks on m 
different ones this becomes 
Melt rugh unpossible and 
makes fot predictable re 
suits and declinmg attend 
amts I he West Indies 
Board expects to lose 
something like ‘>0 (KX) dol 
iars from this tour despite 
the Cable and Wireless 
sponsoiship 

Mure fraught with dan 
ger IS that such pitches will 


Chris Waddls. ths imti who tamsd ths lion 



ulttmately kill good bats* 
manship It is noteworthy 
that on this tour not a sin^ 

S up-and-commg West 
batsman has caught 
the eye Sadly, there are 
none around One recalls 
the tailor made “green 
tops’ m England m the 
tmd fifties euphenusticdly 
desenbed at the tune as 
sporting wickets, on which 
Messrs Trueman Loader, 
Statham et al bagged 
scores of easy victuns Yet 
they were good enou^ to 
have captured widtets on 
the plumbest surfrices, the 
end product was the de* 
cime m the standard of 
English batsmanship In 
1958 59 a number of En 

S lish batsmen in Peter 
lay s side to Australia 
found that they were un 
able to cope with pace 
bowlmg on true pitches 
Small wonder that agamst 


all odds they lost the senes 
4 1 to Richie Benaud s 


combmation 1 here is a les 


son m this surely for the 


West Indies 


Mr Hams despite beuig 
Mr Buds political nval 
certainly has a pomt If the 
tour did go ahead would it 
not have been wisei foi Mr 
Bird to leieive Gooch 
courteously but withouf 
waimth^ Tht (lUiiucse 
Goitrnmtnl uliiih rarely 
has moi ilitv oi t thies on its 
side wis d least logical m 
tusuig to plav host to the 


I nglish team 
furthermoie didn t 
Antigua support Amencas 
mvasion of Grenada at the 


United Nations knowmg 
full well that Washmgton is 
South Afiica s prmapal m 
ternational backer’ Did 
Lester Bird remonstrate 
publicly with George Shulfr 
or Ronald Reagan over the 
United States policy of 
constructive engagement ’ 
with the odious Pretoria 
regime’ The truth is that 
on South Africa angels and 
devils belong disconter- 
tini^y to frie same side In 
theory at any rate It«left 
to us poor senbes to disen 
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tani^ {act, fiction and 
faypociisy. 

Mtttewhile, I would wa- 
my bottom dollar that if 
Goodi, Bay, had by now hit 
8 coimle <A Test centuries 
tnd looked good for 
anofiier two, he would have 
been learn incluied to take 
umbrage at what anyone 
Baid or thought of him. His 
lack of success has jdayed 
no small part in lowering his 
mood, especially as there is 
no cu^on of wisdom to 
lighten the load of his re¬ 
sentment How otherwise 
could he thiidc that his 
South African adventure 
possessed no dimension 
beyond his bank balance? 

The 400U-odd English 
. supporters—some of 
whom spent a significant 
part of their savings—who 
travelled to Barbados for 
the holiday of their dreams 
were deeply disillusioned 
by the spectacle of an En- 
#sh Test ade reduced to a 
dispirited rabble. Their 
apparently listless deport- 
n:»nt and stoppy turnout at 
the official presentation to 
the Barbados Governor 
provoked caustic com- 
1 ments. How would people 
at home, they said, have 
reacted if a visiting team 
had been attired in shorts, 
shirt sleeves and slippers 
for the Queerv’s visit to 
Lord’s? 

'Diere have also been 
English complaints about 
the uneven bounce of most 
West Indian wickets,' not tc 
speak of intimidatory bowi- 
i^, but Jeff Dujon in con¬ 
versation with TTie Obser- 
vei's Scyld Berry pointed 
out that most English bats¬ 
men were not getting into 
line and hence the vast 
miQority were either caught 
behind or in the slips. Ber¬ 
ry noted that Mohinder 
Amamath had scored 5^ 
runs in India’s last series 
out there. TIk secret of his 
success was an immaculate 
(fefence and a prodigious 
I capacity for hook^ and 
cuttaig, Havmg smd that, 
however, there is no de¬ 


nying that Caribbean latch¬ 
es have deteriorated over 
the last decade and a hah. 

T he main off the field 
kiotball story concerned 
Arsenal manager Don 
Howe’s departure from 
Highbury th^ months be¬ 
fore his ccHilract was due to 
run out Howe, one of the 
best coaches in the game 
and universally respected 


Hotspur and Watfmrd: tlie 
fi^t by a solitary goal the 
second 2 nil They were 
outsiders for the League 
title before this but their 
final hopes have now 
vanished. More disastrous 
for the dub is Venables 
reported desire to seek a 
niche away from Highbury. 
He was put out by the 
treatment meted out to 
Don Howe and refuses to 


Glasgow, with Kenny Da^- 
lish celebrating his 100th 
international with a superb 
midfield display. But Liver¬ 
pool’s player-manager must 
have be^ more satisfied 
when his dub beat Man¬ 
chester City 2-nil, which 
took them to tte top of the 
En^sh First Division for 
the only time this seasoa 
Liverpool's msyor chd- 
lengers Everton and Man- 



. t ■■ ... ___ 

Graham Gooch: once again involvad in a South African controversy 


for qualities of head and 
heart, was incensed at the 
Arsenal Board’s approach 
to Barcelona’s Terry Ven¬ 
ables without the required 
courtesy of being informed 
of the move. Howe had his 
heart in Arsenal. He was 
the brains behind their 
1971 League and F.A. Cup 
double, but his pride and 
dignity were hurt and he 
expressed his desire to 
leave his job immediately. 
Arsenal released him a^ 
IHXHi^tly bst two games in 
succession to Tottenhun 


profit from his fall. 

More importantly on the 
field, England registered an 
impressive 1-nil victory 
over Russia at Tbilisi. Ibe 
Russians believe on this 
performance that England 
are destined to reach the 
Mgher rounds of the World 
Cup in Mexico and could 
even carry off the coveted 
trophy. Certainly, they 
looked a weU oiled and effi¬ 
cient machine and their win 
was fully deserved. 

Further afield, Scotland 
tlvashed Rumania 3 nil in 


Chester United produced a 
dreary goalless draw and 
rem;rin second and third 
respectively, while Chelsea 
in fourth place were 
crushed 4 nil by West Ham 
and then hammered 6 nil by 
Queens Park Rangers. 
West Ham who are fifth, 
with five fewer games play¬ 
ed than Liverpool are 10 
points behind the leaders 
and must now be count^ 
as the most promising of 
the outsiders for the 
f.eague Championship. 
FmnmAMlf 
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T he latest ugarette 
health scare durument 
IS called 7 ht Big hill As fit 
as tntket sponsarsinp is 
cmcemed it < oulri In i ilk d 
The liig hilltnt. It s t,oi t< 
work hisnl It '’pon 
sor&hip h(s t{r)i f M ip 
profitabk (lividfiids J ihn 
rldV< r I < If, i‘ >'*'• *' ^ 
Htdf< C ip no one 
throws X d III luv after 
)ad < |K lilh when 
you II niulliii It tonal com 
pun II I t tht sort of 
(III id iitick that the 
lob I industry IS cx 
{HiKiiiiiif, It present And 
wh IS this advertising 
lliroufsh sponsorship aimtd 
It Who IS It appealing to'* 
Hit lifelong smoker whi 
sncKires contenUdIv in the 
kbenture enelosuu and 
who will neicf change his 
brind of smokes whatever 
the ad man Ihiows at hini'' 
()i the biijdit sporty im 
prtssionible 14 year old 
who IS just npc for the 
slauglite 1 

!ht tiukcltrs them 
selves ha\e changed (tone 
art tilt days when lied 
[rueman lunelicd on five 
iigaiittes (I lan reincm 
bei being tnomiouslv im 
pre^ssed b> tliat rtmaik 
made on radio during i 
lest when 1 was i sus 
ceptible >oung lad 1 
thought It showeei remark 
able ibHintiice ) 

Ihesc oivs tticktUis 
arc much fittct and fai less 
likch to be addicted to 
nicotine (notwithstanding 
the ubiquitous Bothim end 
of plav cigar) Is it ethical 
then loi cncketcrs to do 
battle under the colouis of 
a miss murderer'’ Its pre 
ciselv because* of crickets 
clean saleable image that 
tile ciggv boss want to 
sponsor It Would they be 
so keen I wondti if the 
ciulctcis wcic actuallv all 
40 I dll iiicn with all the 
din consequences ot (hit 
addu ts label-' I ast bowicis 
opei lUng in a maximum ol 
time over stints because 
thivve tun out at pull 
Uiistiien avoiding all quick 


Whafs next— 
lager?' 

Damn right, says Peter Yales, 
on where future cricket spon¬ 
sorship is coming from 


single s Boundu v lit Ide rs 
becoming i thing ol the 
p ist bi i lusc of 1 save 
your bre itli let the crowd 
chuck it in ittitude 
I ht iL d b( coughing tils 
distr 1 C ting whee/ing splut 
tcring choking racing 
pulses high blood 
pressure emergency ox 
ygen alwics in ittcndancc 
and ciguetu s can serious 
ly damage your health 


O N ' ' 


warnings embroidered on 
sweaters Compulsive 
smokers of uiurse punc 
tuate their day with a 
cigarette at every bicak so 
when a wicket falls out 
would come the fags bats 
men would steal quick 
drags between overs and 
while the 12th men brought 
out fresh supplies in the 
drmks intervals the ground 
staff would hurriedly clear 


a. 




r/ 






away tte dog-ends from 
the playing area 

Among ail the other pa- 
laphemaAia that the umi^e 
hu to look after, batsmen 
would hand over their lift¬ 
ed ogarette to guard mule 
facing, ftiere’d be the bow¬ 
lers’ matches to carry be¬ 
cause they keep rattli^ on 
the run up and deep mside 
his pocket he d have one oi 
those roll your own 
machines for some calami 
tous exigency 

Fhert are some mosi 
alarming smoke scare stor 
les from the village circuit 
One team 1 remember 
had rather attractive caps 
which were awarded to 
players Ihcy weic cream 
m colour wnth brown nb 
bmg Very smart Wc had a 
player who whcnevei he 
did an umpiring stint in 
sistcd on keeping a 
cigarette going (He said it 
was helpful instead of 
counting stones he had six 
puffs an over He hned 
no balls and wides ) It wa« 
a nippy early season game 
and the oppositions new 
discovery i young spin 
bowler had just been 
awirdod his cap loi bis 
previous weeks ptibrm 
anee Ifroudly he huickd 
his cap to oui umpire it the 
surt of a lengtln spell in 
which hi iniiibilitcd our 
batting I nioitunatelv the 
umpiii hiving put the cip 
111 Ills pcKket was keeping 
his chilli cigarette cupping 
hand in the same pcxket 
By the end of his prot 
racted spell the spinner had 
figures of 8 lor 1) and a 
new style tream cap deco 
rated with brown nbbing 
and neat little brown holes 
distributed at random al 
over It 

Moie iienlous was the 
next man in who was 
snoonng padded up 
through a long partnership 
Woken abruptly by the bll 
of a wicket he dashed into 
the pavilion to grab his box 
Unbeknown to him two old 
kgs having a quiet fag away 
from the action had been 




E53g r? OE nM3 Fr 


usniK It as an ashttav 
Ihen there was the 
occasion that gave nse to a 
completeh new entn ui 
the scorebook The home 
team tud lost a set of bails 
The\ d just disappeared 
into thin air And no spares 
There s always vime bright 
spark with the answer 
though isnt there’ Use a 
couple of king sue I he 
game piogressed without 
incident except that when 
someone was bowilcd the 
bails needed lenewing 
and the wicktlktcper sud 
denl\ seemed to ha\e a 
penchant toi o^tr 
ambitious stumpings 
Ihe bloke who supplied 
the king si/t was an 
opposition middle oidei 
batsman lit was building a 
suable innings but kept giv 
mg longing glances towards 
the stumps mo confessed 
to the kcc|x.i that seeing 
his own (.igs the It made 
him dcspcritc foi a drag 
Jhe kttpet suggested 
when he was on 4b th it if 
he hit a tour off the last ball 
ot tiic ovci he could celc. 
bnic his htti with a few 
f pulls I he batsman duly hit 
his foul milked the ap 
plausL md with great 
aplomb lifted off one of the 
kmg si/c and lit up In all 
the exc itenient though he 
had inisstd (oui) umpires 
(quiet) no ball signal Sud 
denlv the bow lei was pre 
paring to stait another de 
liceiv and Ihuc was the 
batsman snioking his own 
bails Ht ha>tily replaced 
the cigarette—it just fit 
ted—but the bowler was 
taking an cxtiaordinanlv 
long and exceptionally slow 
run up When he finallv ar 
nvtd at the wicket tlie 
batsman was glad to allow a 
harmless ball through just 
outside off stump At that 
moment the cigarette 
burned past the place 
where it was resting on the 
stump and fell to the 
ground The keeper 
appealed and the umpire’s 
finger shot up Totally be 
mused, the batsman re¬ 



turned to the pavilion in 
sisting that the scorn 
should iccord his dismissal 
as smoked out 
Of couist 1 can hear the 
whispers starling sense 
the nudges detect the 
hackles rising You know 



what he s suggesting don I 
vou’ You know what lies 
talking alxiut'* He wants to 
stop c igarc ttc sponsoi slup 
Lncktt ■> almost died once 
only to be revived bv the 
tobacco companies Now 
he wants to kill it 



Yes, I can hear the chor¬ 
us of indignation reverber¬ 
ating around Lord’s 
‘Cigarette sponsorship is 
cancel’s lifeline’’ 

Garbage A cnckehng 
phoenix would nse fixim 
cigarette sponsorship’s 
asthmatic ashes New 
sponsors would queue up 
to take over the major com 
petitions and cricket ought 
to start getting that queue 
formed immediately be 
c dust the dav is not far off 
when a government actual¬ 
ly will ban .ill forms of 
(Igarc tte sponsorship If 
vMcket s not fuliv prepared 
for that dav by sorting out 
and installing new sponsors 
now it really will have a 
problem! And lhals aside 
from the whole ethical 
question of accepting 
money from the purveyors 
of mass death 
There go those whispers 
again they re building to a 
crescendo ol protests, of 
c urses of cnes that it’s the 
thui end of the wed^ 
Attack cigarette spon¬ 
sorship ’ they’re saying, 
‘and where’s it going to 
end’ What's next—lager’’ 
Damn nght 

WAidvn Criokat MontMv 
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Who will defend England? 

Lawrie McMenemy analyses the side without Mark Wright 


N OtMiNG in UxytbiU rhN seison 
has saddemd nu mort that the. 
iilti which has hi I lieu Mifk Wlight 
MVhen M irk hi >1 1 hi right fibula in 
Southampton ■* (»f \ t up semi final 
^feat b\ 11\ III 1 It 

was an e uo' i >us hlou not just for him 
but for 1 m.1 ml s World Cup hopes. 

Whe I) 1 p ke to Milk he 

told nu tlni l.obby Robson had m 
fontiid him (lut he would almost 
< I rt itiilv 1) e be e 1 ) in I ngland & Mex 
it( u III let alone the squad 1 dont 
(liink Ilobbv was just saying that to 
mitivilt Matk into regaining his fit 
nts<- IS quukly as possible 
Unlike Milks tntics-those who 
ulaim tliat he is too casual and head 
stiong to Ik. an effective England 
central defender—1 know that ftobby 
his enormous respect lor him 
Not surpnsingty Mark was very 
low when 1 teleplioned him on Mon 
day but knowing turn as I do 1 am 
sure he will soon put his disappoint 
ment at missing the World Cup finals 
into Its true perspective 
As 1 told him you arc only J1 and 
therefore you stiU have the 1990 and 
1994 World Cups to lexik forwaid to 
and possibly the 1998 competition 
tool 


1 must say that it concerns me that 
Mark wiU not be in Mexico, because 
none of the other central defenders 
available to England have his pace 
and abihty on the ball The Mexico 
conditions will suit footballers who are 
comfortable in possession and who 
can make the ball do the work and I 
feel that Mark would have done as 
well as anyone there 
1o me having Mark alongside 
Ipsvinch s 1 erry Butcher would have 
been the ideal pairing 
Now it looks as though Bobby 
Robson will have to think again about 
the possibility of West Hams Alvin 
Martin operatuig with Butcher 
One of the pioblems of course is 
that they are so similar—^basically 
they are both out and out centte 
halves who like to attack the ball 
It 1 $ possible for such a duo to 
opetate effectively as 1 found when 1 
was at Southampton and put Chns 
NichoU with Dave Watson I retnem 
ber saying to them Look this is a bit 
of a gamble and if it docsn t work one 
of you will have to go In fact they 
did exceptionally well together 
Still while one shouldn t make any 
hard and fast rules about the attn 
butes and qualities needed by a pair of 


central defenders (the same tqijAes to 
stritong duos ! dunk it is relevant to 
point out that England’s World Cup 
defence will badly need to be able to 
cope with pace and mobility 

So how will England compensate Rh* 
Marie Wnj^its absence’ One way 
would be for Butcher or Martin to be 
partnered by Queens Park Rangers’ 
Terry Fenwick He is not as quick as 
Mark, nor as skilfui but he is an 
extremely intelligent reader of the 
game 

Another idea would be for England 
to adopt the sweeper system that 1 
used at Southampton with Brjwn 
Robson operatmg as the spare man 
behind Butcher and Martin' 

Robson has already had some ex- 
penence in that role and indeed, it is 
generally assumed that he will fiU it on 
a permanent basis udioi he reaches 
the stage where he u> no longer able to 
produce the physical power which has 
characterised his pertormances in 
nudfield A lot of teams on the CcHiti 
nent use theur best player as the 
«weeper because he can see more 
than anyone from that position and has 
more space and tune Robson has so 
much energy and is such a good 
all round player that I don t think 
En^nd would lose too much of his 
scoring abihty bv having him so d* ep 

Whatever happens I hope that 
Bryan Robson- tuiitnUvplaymg with 
a special harness to protect his re 
cently diskxiud shoulder—doesn’t 
have any more mishaps 

Dunng a recent TV interview, Mal¬ 
colm Macdonald the former En^and 
striker suggested it mi^ be an 
advantage for England to be without 
Robson in Mexico on the grounds 
that he and the team wdl find it 
impossible to sustain the physical 
power he generates 

I dont agree, Robson doesn’t run 
about as much as he used to (he 
seems to share-out the work more 
these day3( and he will provide the 
same psychological boost than Michel 
Platim and Drego Maradona will gnie 
to France and Argentuia 

Enghmd have alreai^ had a nUQor 
setbadt throu^ Mark Writ’s ogory 
Enghmd with^ Robson, too’ Penn 
the thought' 
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Sandy Lyla blaata hia way outa sand trap on his 
way to victory In the Greater Greensboro Open mif 
championship at the Forest Oaks Country Club 


t April India carve out a 
3-1 win over Holland in 
their Champions Trophy 
hockey tournament at 
Karachi. In the second 
match of the day, Pakistan 
and West Germany lock 
horns to finish at 1-1. 

India punch their way to 
two medals at the 12th 
King’s Cup amateur boxing 
championship at Bangkok 
as Jaipal Singh outpoints 
Uganda's Deo Zinkubire in 
the final of the super 
heavyweight category and 
Sira Jayaram claims the 
bronze in the heavyweight 
category. 

April India make 
heavyweather of a 
relatively simple task as 
they edge past New Zea- 
larui's total of 132 for eight 
with just three wickets to 
spare in the opening en¬ 
counter of the Australasia 
Cup one-day cricket 
tournament at Sliarjah. 

Two missed penalty 
strokes seal India's fate as 
Great Britain cruise to a 
solitary goal victory in the 
Champions Trophy hockey 
tournament at Karachi. 
This completes India’s five 
encounters in this tourna¬ 
ment from which they have 
garnered just four points. 

Sweden clinch the men’s 
title and Hungary the 
women’s, at the European 
table tennis championships 
at Prague. 

'V 'I'l April Pakistan 
' steam roller .Austra¬ 
lia to set up their semifinal 
dash with Sri Lanka in the 
Australasia Cup at Sharjah 
by beating them by a huge 
margin eight wickets. 
This tnalch also affects tlio 
other semifinal as New 
Zealand make the grade 
against India. 

West Germany leave no 
doubts as to tlieir Cham¬ 
pions Trophy win as they 
beat Hdland by the odd 


goal in three in their last 
match. In second spot are 
Australia while Pakistan 
leapfrog into third place by 
virtue of their unpre¬ 
cedented win over Au¬ 
stralia. 

^•|1 '' 9 ) April Desmond 
I! Haynes scores an 
unbeaten 117 lo lead West 
Indies to 228 for four on the 
first day of the fifth Test 
against England at St. 
John’s. 

Chris Evert-LIoyd luis an 
easy match against Helena 
Sukova of Oechoslovakia 
to nuive into the semifinals 
of the $2(X),0t)0 women’s 


tennis tournament at Hilton 
Head, South Carolina. 

<] April India lose 
iJ c'J) quick wickets to¬ 
wards the end of their in¬ 
nings to give Sri Lanka the 
consolation of losing by just 
three wickets. Cha.sing the 
Lankan score of 20.5 for 
nine in 50 overs, the Indi¬ 
ans finish at 206 for seven 
ui 49.1 overs, after being 
quite comfortable at one 
stage a( 165 for two. 

The West Indian tail swings 
strong and lustily as West 
Indies amass 474 in their 
first innings ol the fifth Test 
at St. John’s. By close of 


t lay on the second day, 
Ingland are 40 tor no loss. 

Sunil Gavaskar. Kapil Dev 
and Ravi Shastri are chosen 
as part of the Rest of the 
World XI that will take on 
the West Indies at Edgbas- 
ton on 20 May. The others 
that comprise the team are 
Imran Khan, Richard Had¬ 
lee, Ian Botham, David 
Gower, Allan Border, Mar¬ 
tin Crowe andjohn Wri^t. 

fl A' April England put 
11 j* their noses to the 
ground as tliey manfully 
push their first innings 
score to 263 for seven on 
the third day of the fifth 
Test against West Indies at 
St. John’s. Still at the 
crease are David Gower 
with 70 and Richard Ellison 
with 2. 

The University of Exeter in 
Devon announces that they 
will be honouring the West 
Indies cricket captain, Viv 
Richards, with a honorary 
doctorate of letters in rec¬ 
ognition ol his exemplenary 
contribution to the game of 
cricket. 

Andersjarryd of Sweden 
notches up his first victory 
over Boris Becker ol West 
Germany as he wins the 
WCT finals a ( Dallas 6-7, 
6-1, 6-1, 6-4. 

■'A jf-! April New Zealand 
1 1 tOi crumble to the third 
lowest total ever in one-day 
cricket as they are shot out 
for just 64 runs in the 
Australasia Cup semifinal at 
Sharjah. Pakistan reach the 
winning total with openers 
Mudassar Nazar and 
Mohsin Khan still at the 
crease. 

Jack Nicklaus brings in a 
seven-under-par score of 
65 to win the green jacket 
awarded to the winner of 
the Masters Golf Cham¬ 
pionship at Augusta. Falling 
behind by one stroke is 
Tom Kite and Greg 
Norman. 


Canada’s Steve Bauer arrivea first on the top of 
the wail at Geraardbergen during the Tour 
of Flanders cycling classic in Belgium 


















T he Yonex All England 
Championships held at 
Wembley recently, re 
cetved more media atten 
tion this year than before 
and were it for the game 
Itself then it would be 
something to be proud of 
But die media were there 
m force on the final day of 
the championships because 
they were more interested 
in finding out whether 
Pnnee Andrew would let 
sbp the date of his engage 
ment to Sarah Ferguson It 
was appropnate however 
that a Pnnee should attend 
these games as the pre 
sent champion is surely the 
Prmre of the badminton 
court if the evidence of 
these championships aie 
anythuig to go by then 
Morten Frost will be at the 
top for a very long time 
Fhere are some who will 
say that the top Chmesst 
players were missing from 
his tournament as they 
were prepanng lor the 
Ihomas Cup but it would | 
not have made one iota of 
difference I 

Ihe manner in which 
Frost went about his dc 
molition was quite superb 
and even our own Piakash 
Padukonc could only nius 
ter Z points m each ginic in 
theu semi final c lash In the 
final Frost need iw iv with 
the first gimt loi the loss 
of just 2 points against Mis 
bun Sidek of Malaysia and 
It was only in the latter 
stages of the second game 
did he encouter anv resist 
ance before winning 15 8 
Tlie rest of the touma 
ment was totally dominated 
by the Koreans who won 
every other title available 
and it was more hke watch 
ing theu* national cham 
pionship May be they 
should stop calling these 
championships the All 
England championships as 
most of the English chal¬ 
lenge laded out in the quar 
ter-final stage of the 
tournament In fact the 
only headlines the En^ish 
team created was a feud m 






the camp t%f;arding some 
players' dissatisfaction with 
the choice of the manager- 
cum coach. TIms included 
threats of resignations from 
a number of players who 
shall remain nameless till an 
enquiry into the whole 
ahair is held. 

J immy Connors, the 
ageing tennis rebel, is on 
course f(>r another collision 
with the tennis authorities 
who have barred him, by 
playing in the Wimbledon 
warm-up tournament at 
Beckenham from June 2-8. 
Simply because his 10 
week suspension from 
Grand Frix events—im¬ 
posed with a 20,0(K) dollars 
fine for his abysmal be¬ 
haviour when he walked 
out of his match against 
Ivan Lendl ui a tournament 
in Florida in February—will 
still have a week to run. 
However, the chairman of 
the Beckenham tourna¬ 
ment, John Stickland insists 
that Connors is not con¬ 
travening Grand Prix reg¬ 
ulations if he plays, and this 
has been confmned by the 
mens ATF. Apparently, 
there is a loop hole in the 
rules which allows the play¬ 
er to compete in a tourna¬ 
ment if it starts in the week 
in which the suspension 
ends. So Connors will miss 
the one Grand Slam tourna¬ 
ment between now and 
Wimbledon Freflch Open, 
which by Ms own admission 
is one of Ms least favourite. 
Thus he should be quite 
fresh for what is probably 
his last final fling at a Wimb¬ 
ledon title. 

T he miracle horse who 
came b^ck from the 
dead added another amaz¬ 
ing clmpter to the Grand 
National romance. West 
Tip, scaired by barbed 
wire at three and almost 
killed by a Irary at five, won 
the world's greatest stee¬ 
plechase at the second time 
of asking. Ridden with style 
and strength by the 
youngest Jockey, in the 
race, 22-yearH)id fifichard 



Watt Tip winning tha Grand NMlonal aaally 


Dunwoddy, West Tip 
swept past the 66-J outsid¬ 
er Young Driver after the 
last fence and held off a 
renewed challenge to win 
by two lengths. The 22-1 
shot Classified was third 
and the favourite, Mr. 
Snugfit, at 13-2 was fourth. 

During the race. West 
Tip was no further back 
than seventh or eighth in 
tMs four and a half mile 
marathon and was always 
going smoothly. Coming to 
flie last fence it was evi¬ 
dent, that the horse that 
looked like a winner last 
year till coming to grief at 
Beecher’s Brook second 
time around, was finally 
going to get his due re¬ 
ward. 

Once in the lead, on the 
run up the steep Aintree 
Hill, West Tip cocked his 
ears and stared at the 
elbow and the crowd, hesi- 
taied and drifted outwards. 
But a few hard cracks of 
the wMp from Ms young 
rider kept him from deviat¬ 
ing and he ran on smootMy 
to win more convincingly 
than the official two length 
margin. As usual there was 
a lot of pre-National fever 
and none more so on the 
betting front when Terry 
Ramson, the owper of 
Mr. Snugfit, went on 
national television and 


admitted to having a 50,000 
pounds each way bet on his 
horse at 8-1. It was the 
biggest single bet ever laid 
on the National and he 
stood to win over half a 
million pounds on Ms in¬ 
vestment but finally he 
came out winning a mere 
80,000 pounds wMch for 
the likes of Mr. Ramsden is 
absolute peanuts. Some 
peanuts,. I'd say! 

M odern-day tennis is a 
world where blowing 
your own trumpet from as 
many rooftops as possible 
can be the only way of 
gaining recognition, de¬ 
served or otherwise. The 
exception to the above 
statement is Steffi Graf. 
The 16 year old West Ger¬ 
man is openly being 
flaunted as the girl who 
may be queen perhaps 
sooner than expected, but 
she prefers to let others do 
the forecasting. In the 
space of 15 months, she 
has contested five finals 
and three semi-finals, in¬ 
cluding the US Open. And 
though she has yet to win a 
title, the points she has 
accumulated has moved her 
world ranking swiftly from 
22 to 3. It would not take a 
genius to realize that she 
has just Martina Navratilo¬ 
va am Chris Lloyd aiiead of 
her and has etnerged as the 


first 'legitimate' threat fr> 
the top two since Andrqa 
Jaeger. Mt the headlines 
four years ago. 

Miss Graf though is in no 
hurry to take over at the 
top and even admits herself 
that although the cor^ter 
says she is Number Three 
in the world, she feels that 
it is not an accurate assess¬ 
ment. She says that there 
is vast room for improve¬ 
ment in her game. 

Stefi's biggest asset is 
her forehand that holds so, 
much power that it even 
had Mrs. Lloyd admitting 
that it was probably the ' 
best in women’s tennis. 
And don’t forget that she is 
stiU only ] 6. Stefi is keen to 
avoid the unrelenting media 
attention that her country¬ 
man Boris Becker has en¬ 
dured since he won Wimb¬ 
ledon, and there appears to ' 
be little chance of her suf¬ 
fering the same fate, ' 
although it's not because 6 i 
lack of talent. All that would 
surely change were she Ho 
win a Grand Slam touma- ' 
ment And that dajt caniit^ 
be far away as Gi^ 

does possess what is de¬ 
scribed as "the killer frb 
stinct", wMch in the'com¬ 
petitive world of wDjiien’s 
tennis, separates the taffies i 
from tte lasses. ... v 
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H er husband's hobby 
made her a famous 
painter. An example of a 
devoted wife, a mature 
couple or just providence, 
caQ it what you will but such 
is the sat^a of Mrs. Sabrina 
Siga, India's only exponent 
. . of sporting art in water 
coburs. Selina's husband, 

. Commander John Siga cur¬ 
rently secretary of t^ Ser- 
vices Sports Control Board 
' . used to play polo fmr the 
> V Navy and dui^ his spare 
A time Went ridbg as horses 
. were his hobby. During the 
‘ I', initial six months of their 
' marriage in 1978, Sabrina 
.. found this a difficult habit to 
' adjust to. So in 1979 she 
. went with her husband to 
‘ the riding club and sketch* 
ed whOst her husband rode, 
iiaving done a B. A. in Fine 
Arts from Madras Uni- 
versity and later post- 
. eraduatinn from the Sophia 
j .*■ Polytechnic, Bombay in 
1-: 1977, Sabrina had an apti- 
,tude for sketching and 
painting. 

j " Talking about her experi¬ 
ences at the riding club 
Sabrina said. "Initially 1 just 
looked ardiund fcv objects 
.-ind 10 sketch but 


soon 1 found the dynamism, 
movement and strain in 
horses as they were gallop¬ 
ing or cantering quite fasci¬ 
nating and started pen and 
iric sketches of them. In 
1980 I switched over to 
water colours and started 
on pictures capturing man 
and horse in competitive 
motion.” So began Sabri¬ 
na's career as an equine 
artist. She now works 


nearly 365 days of the year, 
trying to fulfil orders from 
connoisseurs, art lovers 
commissioned work and art 
galleries. Her reputation is 
not confined to just India as 
her exhibitions in New 
York, Canada and London 
have got her intemationaJ 
acclaim. 

Her agent in London is 
Mr. Robert Cox who deals 
only in sporting art. During 


Si8>rina Siga: A eompleta proltoaional 



a visit to London in 1983 
Sabrina was scouring the 
sport art gaUeries dealing in 
sporting art. Providentially 
she met Mr. Robert Cox 
who saw her work as she 
had taken some of four of 
her paintings to En^dand- 

The casual meeting with 
Mr. Robert Cox enhanced 
her international reputa¬ 
tion. Annually she sends 
him six of her painting.': 
which are put on display at 
Cox's gallery in London. 
Her paintings are frequent¬ 
ly on view at international 
exhibitions in Canada, 
D.S.A. and in the private 
collections of her many pat¬ 
rons around the world. 
Pob n^azine of the Un¬ 
ited Kin^om featured an 
article about her work. 

From 4 to 10 April, Sab¬ 
rina Siga held an exhibition 
of her paintings at the Sam- 
rat Hotel in Delhi. The 
paintings on display, all m 
water-colours depicted 
famous race horses, 
dramatic action b' a pob 
match and some of Sabri¬ 
na's favourite pictures, 
“the tenderness of the 
mare towards her iosi'' 
Some of the fiimous race 








faQrse$ in paintings in- 
ctudfrSherjgar winner of ^ 
Ep^oin -Derby in 1982, 
Amtn^ with jockey Steve 
Cauthen WHining tlie triple 
crown in USA, battle Slew 
ateo 'winner of the triple 
orown in 1977, Cainino 
which won every classic 
race in the Indian seasm 
and another famous Indian 
horse, Track Lightning. 
There are also some cham- 
wn polo ponies such as 
Flash. 

How does Sabrina paint 
and excel in oquine art? It 
is an arduous task. “1 use 
photos as models for my 
paintings, especially of polo 
matches where there is a 
lot of action. My work as an 
artist is to understand the 
muscles and dynamics of 
the concerned horse. I like 
to depict the thorough¬ 
bred imparting an almost 
incredible sense of move¬ 
ment. I capture a moment 
of intensity and feeling in 
my art.” From conception 
to firash. she takes about a 
week. First there is the 
sketching which is a long 
and careful process. Then 
comes the water colours, a 
spontaneous and difficult 
medium as you catmol take 
it off. “I prefer the English 
style in water colour paint¬ 
ing which is to leave the 
paper white, tliink ahead 
and not let the colour run 
into the white portion. I 
prefer to paint at night 
when my- 5 year old dau^- 
ter Revathy is asleep and 
there is no disturbance.” 

Bom in 1956 at Tiruchir- 
apaDy in a family of plan¬ 
ters, Sabrina remains mod¬ 
est in spite of quick fame 
and success, plus cheerful 
and unassuming in spite of 
the hard work. 

M^ing expansive ges¬ 
tures With her hands, Sab¬ 
rina exi^ned about the 
painters and styles which 
motivate her. "I am deeply 
influenced by the French 
painters Degas and 
Toulouse-Lautrec, both of 
whom painted horse 
sports, but 1 nevertheless 
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developed my own style by 
turning away from formal¬ 
ity. Unlike my ideals, 1 
have eliminated facts in the 
background of my paintings 
that do not express the 
subject, so as not to detract 
from the prim^ object, 
the horse.” This indeed is 
the hallmark of her work. 

Her style above all aptly 
brings forth the sensitivity 
and majesty of the horse in 
motion. Every strain and 
twitch of the muscles is 
accurately depicted. A mo¬ 
ment of motion by a cham¬ 
pion horse is given perma¬ 
nence by the paintings of 
Sabrina. 

A complete professional 
ill her approach to painting, 
Sabrina gets the best 
equipment for her work. 
"As our paper crumples up 
1 get art patxT from abroad. 

1 even get brushes and 
water-colours from Eng¬ 
land, so that I can use the 
best. For sketches I get 
fixitives. My sister-in-law 
in England gets most of the 
stuff for me.” 

In six years as an equine 
artist, Sabnna has held ex¬ 
hibitions in Madras, Banga¬ 
lore and private exhibitions 
at the Delhi Polo Club. 
After her public exhibition 
in Delhi, she is planning to 
stage her next exhibition in 
Calcutta followed by 
Bombay. 


m 













49 


McOuigan 

goes 

Round the bend 

McEnroe’s got a thing 
for guitars. And he sounds 
more awful on stage than 
on court. Gerulaitis is a 
nightclub freak, though his 
footwork on the floor is 
better than what he dis¬ 
plays on court. And now it’s 
Ban'y McGuiran whose 
gone wrong. The world 
mid^ewei^t champion dis¬ 
contented with jabbing and 
hooking, and falling down 
and getting up again, has 
settled for sheer speed to 
give him a high. 

And obviously his mana¬ 
ger Barney Eastwood has 
got the jitters. What made 
ole Barney even more an¬ 
xious was McGuigan’s 
acceptance of an invitation 
from Renault, UK to take 
part in a celebrity race at 
Brands Hatch in the end of 
April. The problem was 
Mcfjuigan’s past record. 
While he certainly has a 
unblemished boxing re¬ 
cord, he has successfully 
pranged a Lotus and a Alfa 
Romeo while cruising the 
streets of Belfast. 

Eastwood, however, 
was reprieved when 
McGuigan’s title defence 
against Fernando Sora was 
preponed to June 23. So 
while a happy Eastwood 
hums catchy tunes on his 
way to the gym, the boxer 
is probably sulking at the 
wheel of his latest modest 
acquisition: a souped-up 
black BMW. 

A Scottish 
experience 

Behind the 
Curtain 

What was going on? A 
few members of the Scot¬ 
tish Rugby Union (I’m not 
sure whether they were 
attired in ktlts. I wasn’t 



there) were standing at the 
reception of a Bucharest 
hotel handing over a sheaf 
of bills to the management. 
A bribe? No. A tip? Cer¬ 
tainly not. A fine? Oh yes. 

The reason was simply 
Scottish. After beating 


IHu uinHion PebMhi»Otft>) 

Romania in an international, 
in a wonderful state of au- 
phona (possibly achieved 
through a reasonable dose 
of pure Scottish whisky), 
they proceeded in good in¬ 
nocent faith to take their 
bedrooms apart. 


The ubiquitious eyeb¬ 
rows were raised, the man¬ 
agement was apalled and 
the boisterous Scots shel¬ 
led out $1,500. 

Luckily for the kilted re¬ 
vellers. ^eir hotel was the 
only foreign owned one in 
the dty. If it was govern¬ 
ment owned... well it would 
have been a long time be¬ 
fore they played the bag¬ 
pipes again. 

The 

Soviets 

Aping the West 

The decadent West 
(Eastern Bloc terminology) 
lias Its fair share of obno¬ 
xious sportsmen and 
embarrassing moments. 

Yet with all their stress on 
discipline and dedic.ation, 

It’s gratifying to know Uiat 
the Soviets too, occasional¬ 
ly, have a tendency to be 
human and foul-up. 

'rhe first offender was 
former world gyiraiastics 
champion Dmitri Belozer- 
chev. Reasonably intoxi¬ 
cated one night, he drove 
into a tree and a broken leg 
meant missing the world 
championships last Novem¬ 
ber. Carryuig the torch 
further, were the staff of 
the women’s gymnastics 
team. Obviously disgrun¬ 
tled by the treatment 
meted out to them, they 
stole the caviar and rations 
allocated for the gymnasts 
and had a sumptions feast 
Good thinking. 

Next in line were a cou¬ 
ple of insecure teenage 
swimmers, who were pro¬ 
secuted for carrying a pistol 
(a Saturday night speoal?) 
and for stealing their 
friends and colleagues el^- 
tronic equipment (just the 
type who would be given 
asylum m America). 

What has happened to all 
these people, is (fifficuh to 
say. Though the anti-Reds 
I’m sure would scream 
vehemently: Look in 
Siberia. 
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Quiz 

Ramil Ghoah__ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Which country won the first vol¬ 
leyball World Cup (men's)’ 

2. Which country won the first vOl- 

« aH World Cup (women's)? 

sh country won the bronze 
medal in the Los Angeles Olympics 
volleyball? 

4. Is blocking (or spiking) the service 
ball allowed in volieyoall? 

5. In volleyball how many contacts 
with the ball are permitted after the 
block—two or tttree’ 

6. A former Olympic gymnastics 
champion heads the international 
body governing the sport. Who is 
he? 

7. In which year was the first World 
Cup in gymnastics held? 

8. Who is Marla Gigova? 

9. Which country's gymnasts have re¬ 
corded most wins in the World Cup 
(Individual combined events)’ 


ANSWERS 
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Concentrate, if you can. on the North- 
South cards only in this diagram 


♦ K? 
OJ»7« 

05 

eJia9743 


7AKQ832 

OA4 
♦ At 


eQ»S62 
<5 10 5 
09BZ 
♦ KQ5 


eAl05 

C4 

O KQJI076 3 

etz 

South plays in the reasonable con¬ 
tract of seven diamonds and West leads 
the jack of clubs. There are vanous 
possible tines of play Having won with 
the ace of clubs, you might play ace of 
hearts and ruff a heart, then hope to 
bring down the trumps in two rounds 
Somewhat better, I tnmk. is to play 
seven rounds of trumps, hoping for 
hearts to be 3-3 or the same opponent 
to hold long hearts and K Q of spades If 
you play on these lin^s an unexpected 
bonus arrives After ace of clubs and six 
rounds of trumps the position is 

♦ 4 

<?AKQ8 

O- 

♦ « 

♦ K - Z 

qpjsj* c>i0 5 

O- * t 

♦ Id ^ *8 

#Aias 

04 

06 

♦ B 

Now, if West discards a club on the 
last trump, East is squeezed by three 
rounds of hearts If West discards the 
king of spades, then East is exposed to 
a finesse It is a guard squeeze, not 
easy to foresee unless you are a pundit 
in this kind of play 

This week's quiz South plays in 3NT, 
West leads the 5 of hearts and follows 
with the 3. East wins the first two tncks 
with the ace and jack, South playing the 
4 and 7 

W 10 4 

006 

OA11073 

♦ Agios 
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The awards (or the annual Sols Brillian¬ 
cy prize are determined by the votes of a 
group of experts I don't know how this 
year's contest will result, but I liked best 
this deal from Norway 


6|» A Q 9 8 
C? A Q 
O A 8 7 
5 4 3 2 


♦ to 7 5 4 
CP J 9 5 
O 10 9 5 4 
K Q 


J 6 3 
P 3 

O K S 2 
AJ 10 9 76 


4 K 2 

Q K 10 8 7 6 4 2 
O Q J 6 
8 


North opened with a Precision one 
club (Normally 16 points upwards) and 
the bidding continued 


South 

West 

North 

East 

— 

— 

1C 

3C 

3H 

pass 

4H 

pass 

4NT 

pass 

5S 

pass 

6H 

pass 

pass 

pass 


West began with two rounds of clubs. 
The declarer, Harald Nordby, ruffed 
and, not fancying the diamond finesse, 
played for a trump squeeze These were 
the last five cards 


♦ A Q 

cp - 

O A 
4^ 5 4 


^ 10 7 5 
P — 

<> 10 9 

+ - 


What should East play now? 

Answer: The fall of the cards establishes 
that West's hearts are K x x x x, since 
with 10 9 8 X X he would have led the 10. 
East can defeat the contract, obviously, 
by leading a third heart, but it Is better 
play to lead the queen of spades. South 
will win and try the dub finesse. From 
Test Your Pairs Play by Hugh Kelsey 
(Qoliancz £2.95). 


W Eg K s 

♦ 2 

cp 10 
O Q J 6 

♦ - 


The spades are cashed and East is 
squeezed. 

The writer, Sverre Haagensen, points 
out that if East had played a discourag¬ 
ing club on the first trick West might 
have found the diamond switch. Not 
easy (or the defenders to foresee, but 
this defeats the contract. For a trunqi 
squeeze it is always necessary at the 
finish to have two entries to the hand 
oppodte the last trump. 
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GAME ENJOYED 


In this last extract from his autohiograf^y, Peter 
May looks back at MCXITs tour of the West Indies 
in ]953-54, whidi according to him turned over a 
new leaf in the history of world cricket. Even 
when the MCC made their first postwar trip to the 
Caribbean islands, their squad was far from the 
best that England could choose. The book 
is published by Stanley Paul and is priced at £9.95 


L ()()KlN(ibrtck trim i distanit o{ 
Ihiitv vt IIS 1 1 m SI i thit Mt C s 
tour ot Wi St Inilit s in 1') > t 'll itinost 
tertdinlv inarkeil (fie st ii t ol i iitw. 
and tnuri tk tnandiiiK 111 in inlt rn i 
tional i Ml ki t 

I’li.viouslv 1 n^lind s sttonnist 
Uanis had onlv ><* Austiaii i 
although Ihi 1948 Wti unto South 
Afni..i must halt be iii just about Iht 
btSt iXIipi toi Bill 1 dill h I Isi willu 
there li<id nt aiK always been It idiiiK 
plavttswho were not iiailabk tilhtr 
beiaiist It was i onsickud lh.it thi \ 
luidtd luslorlxi lUst they win 
din<ili.urs indiouldnot span tht 
Hint 1 )t Ills L oniplon s i rii kel i art 11 
Iwd bt i j) so intt n upti d by the wai 
and bv tootb ill with iht Arstnal that in 
195 i sixti t n veat s alter hi In st 
played lest eniket hi had beinon 
only three tours two to Australia and 
ont to South Africa 1 he vi i y k nfjth 
ol tours tspfctially thost iinolvinga 
lonK sea journey meant that some 
play ers could not or would iwt m.ikt 
tht inseKi s available 

1 ours to West Indies before the 
w It Iwd b\ all aeiounts been highly 
enjoyable partlysoiia!events the 
silk s being otten well stoeked with 
am iieui s 1 he hi st Fe st senes there 
ui was played by one of two 

Me C teams tuui uig that winter 1 he 
U ni h S G Calthoipt eaptained that 


team whilst Haiold (iilligan desuned 
thirty veaislatei tobeiomi my 
father in law capl lined a side whiih 
played the fii st 1 1 st st i le s in New 
A aland 

Fven in 1947 4b wht n MCC in ide 
their first postwar tour u< the C mb 
bean tl«ir team was i long w n tioin 
the Ijest that Fngl ind < ould stleil it 
wasrealiaed oftimist 1‘iilWtsl 
Indies had fonnidab/i ntw biisiiitn 
among Iht m the tlin < \V s w ho had 
been m ikine huj,< s. on s during the 
wai indtheie iftti But Lnglish enik 
1 1 m Jinlv lor the rc isons already 
given did not have all its best players 
nailable Bedser Compton Fdnch 
Washbiook and Wnghl did not go 
Hutton only went out later when 
ealled for m .in emergent y 1 here was 
no obvious captain available and Gub 
by Allen aged lorty five look on the 
job 

All this had to change attci West 
Indies had won Ifieir first vietory in 
England in 1950 by a eonvineuig i —1 
margin 1 he strongest side possible 
had to go to West Indies in I9b3 1 he 
days oi the missionai v work and ot 
Canbbean scmi holidays were over It 
was letognized that this was going to 
be a difficult senes to win 

There was really only one plavei 
not available, Alee Bedser wdio had 
bowled a huge number of overs since 


Looking back from o 
distance of thirty years, I can 
see that MCC's tour of West 
Indies in 1953-54, almost 
certainly marked the start of 
a new and more demanding 
era in international cricket 









A late cut off Ramadhin at Edgbaston 


the war—over 1250 in the 1953 sea¬ 
son alone—and was now thirty-five. 
Surrey felt tliat he badly needed a rest 
and would not be able to give of his 
best if he went. He and the selectors 
I realized that if he did go he would be 
! of doubtful use a year later in Australia 
where he had always bowled so well. 
Otherwise the side chosen was gener¬ 
ally considered our best, although, as 
I have said, I personally regretted that 
a place was not found for Robin 
Marlar. 

The new seriousness with which 
England approached the tour was one 
difference from the past. The other 
was the emergence of a cricket tour 
as making political and diplomatic de¬ 
mands well beyond those encountered 
hitherto. 

ITie ‘bodyline’ tour of 1932—33 
had, of course, penetrated govern¬ 
ment corridors in two countries but 
the issue then had been the way in 
vi^h cricket was played. Now influ¬ 
ences outside cricket were at work, 
nationalism anti local political issues 
among them. A cricket tour required 
dipkimattc ability with which few 
cnckdters were equipped. Good man¬ 
ners were nolong^ enough. 

J'was amazed, for example, to hear 
' ittsome istends that MCC were const- 
. dered to have sGghted West hidies by 
'' sendiogate^underaprofessionat 



Stuart Surridge, a painting by 
Frank E. Beresford 


captain. 1 was embarrassed to hear 
European residence impressing on 
members of the MCC team the vital 
importance of beating West Indies. As 
1 understood it, they feared their own 
position if Eni^d lost It is one of the 
saddest things about modem interna¬ 
tional cricket that you cannot often be 
beaten without beuig 'humiliated. ’ 

Tlie inter-islteid nv^es.also 
hebedto confuse the sttuatkxi for 


visiting cricketers, who had thoughts 
simply of playing cricket with the 
added attraction of spending a winter 
bathing in warm Caribbean waters. 

The start of the tour in mid- 
December was a great improvement 
on that of the last tour when MCC had 
been thrown into a match with Barba¬ 
dos within three days of a voyage on a 
.small ship doing its best against the 
Atlantic in midwinter. This lime we 
flew to Bennuda and spent eleven 
days there. It was the first time that 
an MCC team had left by air. 

This was a great experience for me, 
I had been on a Buttei^ies tour to 
Germany. 1 had been vice-captain of 
the Cambridge soccer team in 
Greece. 1 had been to Switzerland 
with Pegasus. But that was the extent 
of my overseas travel, and the flight to 
Bermuda and the stay there were 
something entirely new. 

Nowadays it is still considered that 
a side coming from an English mid¬ 
winter needs a minimum of three 
weeks to be anywhere near ready far 
its first Test. In Australia in the old 
days the First 'I'est did not take place 
until about two and a half months afta* 
the team had left England and by that 
time it had played first-class cricket 
from Perth to Brisbane. 

This time we had Just over a 
month's preparation before the First 







BoSSf ESciSSW 


>11 




TV ' 


54 

' . 

Test jnd the eleven ddVb in Bermuda 
should have been an ideal period (or 
practice inthidmK as it did tvothitt 
day matdies in H imilton af{unst the 
Island Ferhapsit wasaliUlt unit il 

' We plaved on m ittinj. I iid tin toncicte 
and the ball boiint t d so mut h ih il it 
had to bt ot a \ c I \ lull Ic njjlh to hit the 
stumps fltwtvti when wt went on 
to Jam II 1 lilt 1 Chi isun IS wt seemed 
to have piofiltd Iroin it We became 
the iirsi MCL side to beat Jamaica and 
(idsobv III Hillings Nor were Jamaica 
all th It wc ik I oui of their side played 
at soini tinit or other in the subse 
qutnl list senes 

hor ilxiut eifjhty minutes next day 
1 om (ji iveney and 1 moved on to 
wards the tari;ct but increasmidy 
slowly onee West Indies went on the 
d( fensive which they did with some 
thoroughness Esmond Kentish who 
three years later appeared at Oxford 
as a tlurty nine year-old under 
graduate bowled on and outside my 
leg stump with seven on the on side 
Gome? favoured the off side and a 
dense off side field The Fngland bats 
men we re being repaid for the taibes 
which 1 revor Bailev and other bow 
lers used in that era before on side 
restnctionsbe<ause law 

With a feeling that wt were getting 
nowheie and tiut something had to be 
done 1 began to attempt strokes 
which 1 would nut othei wise have 
plaved Soon after lunch 1 glanced a 
wide bail too fine and the wieketkeep 
er eaugtil it 

A scoK of 277 for i still seemed to 
hold possibilities but in fact we staged 
a spectacular collapse Six wickets fell 
to Kentish and Kamadhm tor 1 run 
and although I revor Bailey survived 
the mayhem as usual the match was 
over an horn after lunch and we had 
lost by 140 runs 

1 he Second 1 est in Barbados was 
no improvement This time Fraidi 
Worrell played but Everton Weekes 
wasuifit It made no difference (Jur 
performance was still miJonous 

We made an encoura^ng start after 
I en had lost the toss for the seventh 
I est in a row Presumably through 
I It hearing m the huU>ub what the 
other was callmg both Hott and SloU 
meyer amved at the same end and 
Stollmeyer was run out for nou^t 
1 wu balls later Frank Worrell iwyed 
ontoStatham Our bowlers found 
Clyde Walcott the most difficult West 
Indian bktsman to bowl to because he 

I had such power, and here he played a 

I remarkable mnings of 220 out of a 


Tours to West Indies before 
the war hod by all accounts 
been highly enjoyable, partly 
social events, the sides being 
often well stocked with 
amateurs 


total of JdJ 

On the second evening WiJlie Wat 
son and 1 were both out cheaply to 
Kamadhm 1 drove him straight to 
covt r point 1 he only wrtiie of this 
was that it spared me from duei t 
responsibility—we had of course a 
sort of coUeetive guilt - for what hap 
pened next day when in five hours we 
scored only 128 runs losing 7 wk kets 
m the process On the other hand my 
e arly departure may have contributed 
to the prevadmg apprehension 
Kamadhm m the dav was allowed to 
bowl 41 overs for T7 runs and 2 
wickets Valentmi wis treated with 
almost the same caution There was 
no excuse We just became bogged 
down 

Agam Jeff Stollmeyer did not en 
foice the follow on although eaily on 
the fourth momuig out mnings 
fitusht d 201 behind It was still a good 
pitch in fact it looked a beauty and 
Laker and 1 ock had little effect The 
onl> wicket which we took on that 
depressmg day was when for Iht 
second time m the match Holt md 
Stollmeyer found themselve s m fatal 
pioximity this time in the middle of 
the pitch Stollmeyer W is agam the 
one who had to go 


All tfiis had to change after 
West Indies had won their 
first victory in England in 
1950 by a convincing 3-1 
margin The strongest side 
jxissible hod to go to West 
Indies in 1953 The days of 
Caribbean semi-holidays 
were over 



Holt went on attackmg our spinners 
with some marvellous strokes and 
finished the day lb6 Atffiattime 
he looked such a hiifi class playar that 
It was amazmg that he never i^yed 
against Engknd agam after timt senes 
and mdeed scored only one more Test 
KXJ in India five years later The 
explanation may have been that be 
was aheady thirty and at hts peak 
whilst other younger players were oil 
their way up 

Aj m Jamaica West Indies dedared 
early on the fifth day and asm 
Jamaica England made a start to the 
last mnmgs which was in refreshing 
contrast with our first effort 

1 was the only batsman apart from 
Oodfrev Evans who did not take the 
chance of batting practic e offered by 
the splendid pitch at Sabina Park m 
Kingston but m the second rain 
mterruptt d match at Melbourne I’ark 
which was drawn I made 100 It was 
not the greatest innings ever played 
but It was valuable practice 

In this match I had my fust real look 
at the legendary George Headley— 
Kmg George as they called him He 
was forty four but had been brought 
back to Jamaica from England by 
public subscnption for the MCC visit 
In the second mnmgs he showed the 
fiimous defensive technique which had 
probably not been severely tested 
during his years in the League His 
long innings earned him d plat e in (fie 
First Test but his return alas was 
the product of sentiment lather than 
reason and was a little ssd Vc t it was 
a sign of the it spec l in which he was 
held and ol the wsy in which the game 
was still pi lyt d that when he came m 
to bat in the I est match the field 
withdrew at Len s mstruction and 
Biian Statham gave him one to get 
him of the mark 

T his start m Jamaica followmgthe 
recovery of the Ashes a few months 
before and the impression that our 
standards were nsing espeaaliym 
bowhng sent us mto the First Test 
with some confidence The impact 
made by Worrell Weekes and Wal 
cott the three Ws m 1950 and by 
Ramadhm and Valentine m partnership 
was too recent to be forgotten but in 
those days no other first class endeet 
was played m the Canbbean during sn 
MCC visit and most of best West 

Indians had no recent form to t om- 
mend them Fraik WorreB, for one, 

was out ffirous^ injury 

Our confidonce was soon ebbing. 
We piayied four fast bowlers and Lode. 

..... .. .Lt.,n I , laL * . ... 



Grenada. What a ground on which to stort a tour. 


No Laker. TIk: bowlers took 2 wick¬ 
ets on the first day, 5 more on the 
second and it was the third morning 
before we batted against a score of 
over 400. Test matches in West 
Indies then were of six days, each of 
five hours' play. 

Willie Watson was soon bowled by 
an in-swinger from Gerry Gomez and 
there was a deafening noise when Len 
Hutton played on to Valentine, a 
Jamaican. The noise abated very little 
during my partnerslup with Denis 
Compton. 1 thoui^t that we were 
playing rather well but Denis, down 
the pitch to Valentine, was Ibw and 1 
forced a shorter, faster baO from 
Ramadhin off the back foot to mid¬ 
wicket. My 31 was top score. Hiough 
Trevor Bailey’s defence was a im¬ 
penetrable as ever, he had made only 
28 when the innings ended on the 
fourth mommg. ' 

West Indies led by nearly 250 runs 
but Jeff Stdhn'eyer decided to bat 
again partly, I bnagme, because the 
shooter was occurring more frequent¬ 
ly apd partly because Ramadhin's spin- 
mx finger was giving some trouble. 

We had dropped catches towards 
^ end die West Indies first 
nniogs. W4i had batted without dis¬ 
tinction. Biff we had quite a successful 
monfiitg and afternoon oti that fourth 


day. Just before tea West Indies in 
their second innings were 119 for 6. It 
was no great help to us in the context 
of the match, for they were nearly 4(X) 
ahead on a pitch always capable of 
producing the unexpected, and after 
tea we lost control again. Lock had 
been no-balled for tlvowing his faster 
bail just after he had delivered a shaft 
of lightning which ended George 
Headley’s distinguished Test career, 
and this deprived him of a variation 
which he was wont to use with much 
effect. 

We did not drop as many catches as 
in the first innings but the wicketkeep¬ 
er, MeWatt who had beeti lucky tlven, 
played much better now in support of 
Everton Weekes who batted brilliant¬ 
ly. Tliey were still together, Weekes 
W not out, when Jeff StoUmeyer 
declared. 

He had left his bowlers nine and a 
half hours in which to bowl us out Not 
many would have bothered to add that 
we needed 457 to win in that time, but 
when at the end of the fifth day we 
were 227 for 2, it was just conceivable 
that on this small ground with a fast 
outfield we mii^t stiH make histoiy. 

I realized that evening the passions 
airi confused loyalties of West Indian 
cricket. Jeff Sh^eyer’s d^sion not 
toenforce the fcUow-ontui^ 


widely criticized in Jamaica. He had 
been booed both going to and from the 
wicket. He came from Trinidad, near¬ 
ly ItKK) miles away, and could not 
expect much sumpathy in Jamaica if 
West Indies failed to win. 'fbere were 
also alarming stories that Perry 
Burke, one of the umpires, had been 
threatened and his family accosted 
because on the second diiy he had 
given the Jamaican, Holt, out Ibw 
when 94.' 

The cracks m the pilch which 
caused the occasional bail to squat had 
widened without doing much more 
damage and Len Hutton and Willie 
Watson had begun our second innings 
with a handsome partnership of 130.1 
went in when Len was Ibw pushing 
forward to Gerry Gomez and sur¬ 
prised myself two overs later by 
driving Geny straight for 6 as my 
second scoring stroke. I found that 1 
was not quite at the pitch of the bail 
and, encouraged by the closeness of 
the straight boundary at Sabina Park, 
went tlu-ough with the stroke. 

Willie reached a most spirited lOO 
and we had sailed past 200 when, with 
only a few minutes left, he feti to an 
uriikely bowler, Jeff Stdilmeyer. Ji^ 
bowled high-flirted leg breaks and 
gooses as if to {unuse mmself and 
could undenoine the concentiMion el' 
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the mo&t taiifttttied and the most obdu¬ 
rate, His otto two victims in the 
series w«ce Compton, when 93, and 
Bjtihsjr. It was the goo«ly which 
. tootmted for the left-handed Watson 
{ftoevenkiff in Kin/jston. As he aimed 
' -fto phy it quietly on the on side, it 

and lobbed back to the hosier 
' I ofi the front edge. 

' Thus end«-d one of Willie Watson’s 
; ! fotest innings. William the Silent, I 

’ / used to c nil hun. He seldom had much 
' i to say but was a great thinker about 
the game and, as befitted one of the 
last to play both cricket and football 
for England, a beautiful mover on his 
feet. 

Ihis time Willie Watson was caught 
at the wicket in the first over and 1 had 
one of two pieces of hick both against 
the tall fast Frank Kin^ with the new 
ball and when Ramadhui came on. 

But, having survived, 1 was deter¬ 
mined not to be dominated by 
Ramadhin and Vafontine and thi^s 
began to go rather well. The spinners 
were taken off and, with Len active at 
the other end, the score moved up 
past 100 before, overambitfousiy, I 
tried to force Gomez square and was 
well cau^t by Walcott to his right at 
slip. 

Len went on into the evening. 

Denis Conpton, from an uneasy start, 
be^ to play some of his most 
brilliant strokes and it began to look as 
if we would a^in start the last day 
with an outside chance of brin^i^ off 
an impnfoable win, though this time 
we needed 495. However, Len was 
caught at square leg off Kamadhin 
fipom a strc^ not nonnally in his 
repertoire, the sweep, and at 214 for 
3 that ni^t (here was still a long way 
to go. 

It was soon evident next morning 
that England had only a draw for which 
to play, as rain delayed the start for 
fifty minutes and indeed returned la¬ 
ter. But at lunch Compton and 
Graveney were still there with three 
and a half hours teft. 

After lunch; however, Denis was 
Ibw to Stcrflmeyer for 93 when well 
down the pitch. I was not sure that the 
bowler appealed. Thou# Tom 
Graveney, tall and eleg^t, went on 
serenely, the others raised only 9 
runs between them and we lost by 181 
runs. 

If ever there was a lime for retiiink- 
ing, this wt^it. We had been soundly 
beaten twi0g and had played some 
I poor crick^. But we could not be as 
[ bad as we looked. West Indies had a 


greater depth of batting but we surely 
had the edge in fast bowling if our 
bowlers ever found a pitch to give 
them any help. Yet we were two down 
and three to play—and of those three 
remaining Tests, one was in George¬ 
town, British Guiana, which could 
provide one of the best baiting pitches 
in the world, and another was on the 
jute matting of Queen’s I*ark in Trini¬ 
dad, on which a draw was considered 
almost inevitable. 

There was certainly a chance that 
the weather might affect the condi¬ 
tions in Georgetown, but as we flew 
just off the coast of Venezuela to 
British Guiana the odds against our 
saving the series must have been 
colossal. 

In Georgetown we beat British 
Guiana by an innings without doing 
anything to raise hopes dramatically. 
Moreover, there was a difference of 
opinion between one of the umpires 
and Fred Trueman in the colony 
match, which did not help, and an 
objection laid by Len Hutton to those 
umpires who were due to stand in the 
Test match. In those days umpires did 
not travel about. Each island or colony 
provided the umpires for the Test 
which it staged. In this case the 
British Guiana Board agreed to re¬ 
place the two. 


Talking it over with Arthur 
McIntyre during o 
match against Notts in 1958 



Tlie colony match produced rather 
conflicting evidence. On the first 
rnoming Len Hutton, Denis Compton 
and 1 were all out to the new baU 
which moved about briefly. We thus 
missed the opportunity of batting on a 
superb pitch. Willie Watson and Tom 
Graveney took their chance and made 
over 2(KX) each; putting on 402 for the 
fourth wicket. 

Satisfactory as this was, it sug¬ 
gested that the best West Indian 
batsmen would find conditions greatly 
to their taste in the Test match. It was 
significant that Bob Christiani, British 
Guiana’s only batsman approaching 
Test class, made 75 and 82 with ease. 
On the strength of these innings he 
played in the Test. 

Georgetown, at the mouth of the 
Demerara River, is subjected to tro¬ 
pical deluges, and as the ground is 
below sea level the pitch, nonnally 
flawless, can sometimes be very diffe¬ 
rent. I am sure that most people 
considered that we needed a lot of 
timely help from nature if we were to 
bowl West Indies out twice on it. On 
the other hand, Godfrey Evans, with 
whom I shared a room at the Tower 
Hotel, was always confident when we 
discussed the match, which was only 
occasionally. Our waking hours did not 
often coincide. 

At last Len won the toss but we 
made only 153 for 2 on the first day. 
'ITie ball was not coming onto the bat 
and perhaps that weighed more tlian it 
should on a side short of confidence 
after recent failures. Stonns Ihe day 
before had left Ihc outfield slow. But 
although I^n batted through the day 
for 84 and Denis Compton played 
soundly with him later in the day, it 
was not a very healthy output from 
196 overs. 

My own contribution was meagre. 1 
was still trying to work the pitch out 
when I thought that I detected a 
friendly long hop from Denis Atkin¬ 
son. 1 hooked, missed and was Ibw, 

The second day’s play was an im¬ 
provement as Len played very well to 
make 169. Denis Compton shar^ in a 
third-wicket stand of 150 with him, 
the later batsmen nearly all did their 
stuff and on the third mr^ing we 
finished with a total of 435. 

One of the penalties of fielding for a 
fong time—and West Indies had 
fielded for 221 overs—is that It can 
take its toll in injuries. Holt had pulled , 
a muscle and Jeff Stdlmeyer took > 
Frank Worrell in with him. In fifty ■ , 
minutes bpfore lunch both of them 
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and, to our special delight. Wakutt 
were out in a niarvellons piece ol 
bowling by Stathani. Having beinin 
with a wide, he luid Worrell caught at 
the wicket next ball. In his third over 
he moved a ball away from Slolhnevei 
to have him caught at the wicket and 
in his next, as Walcott tried to drive, 
he bowled him off the inside edge. 
Such can be the rewards lor bowling ,i 
full length. 

I'hejoy of having West Indies on 
the run was swiftly damped. It began 
to ram during lunch and there was no 
more play that day. We resumed on 
the fourth mornmg not quitt* knowing 
wliat was m store. It turned out to be 
an eventful dav m various ways. 

Weeks and the local hero Christiani 
made a steady start but Chnstiani was 
out before lunch to a fine diving catch 
by Willie Watson at nndwicket ofl a 
fuTiily hit on drive. Chnstuiiu waited 
for the umpire’s decision, which in the 
light ot later events ma\ have been 
unwise 

(ionic/ slaved while Kveiton 
Weekesconfidenllv approaclied I(K) 
and West Indies seemed to be easing 
out ot trouble. I'hcn (iome/ played on 
to Stalham and suddenly they were 
collapsing again lonv l/Kkunex- 
pectedlv tuniecl a ball to howl Weekes 
.ind then took a left-landed return 
t atch trom Atkinson which seemed to 
come oft the middle of the bat W'est 
Indies wete then IW for 7. 

At this point things liegan to go 
wi ong. We had given the lelt-handi'd 
MeWatt a lot of lives in Jamaica and he 
had made only a few runs here when 
Deras Compton dropped him at 
second slip ofl .Statliam. Subsequently 
Denis held some very gcxid close 
catches but generally at tins stage in 
his career he was not allowed in the 
slips in Test matches it it could be 
avoided. Here he was deputizing toi 
Bailey who had broken a finger II 
held, that catch would have made it 
141 for 8 with just Kamadhin and 
Valentine to come. As it was, Me Watt 
shared in a stand with Holt which 
added 99 lieforc it had an ending which 
has filled one of the grimmer pages ot 
cricket history. Realizing that they 
might be looking lor a second run to 
bring up the KK) partnership, 1 raced 
in, picked up and threw in to Godfrey 
Evans as fast as 1 ever did in my 1ifc>. 
MeWatt was yards out. He kept on 
runmng and Kamadhin replaced him. 

Kamadhin was about to take guard 
wlien ^cufflmg broke out in a stand 
behmd square leg and dozens of bot- 



With Freddie Brown during the Oval Test of 1956 


lies wt'ie luiidled lowaids tlie squ.tie 
leg umpiie who had given Me W.itt 
out McWiitt, ol louise. w.is liom 
Biitish Guiana. 'I'he boUle-throwing 
spie.id, the noise incieased and the 
game was stopped, 

'Io the young readei ot lodav aceus- 
tomed to seeing v loleni e in sporting 
aieiuis on television, this mav not 
seem very lemarkable. But Us impact 
.it the time w'as immense Kiots on 
tnckc‘1 grounds wete unknown in 
iiiodem tunes. It seemed .i ealaniitv 
that such a thing should happen in a 
Test match and a varicUv ol reasons 
weieput lorw.ird—diink. disriqUion 
for political ends and dissatislac tion 
with umpiring decisions which wa"- all 
the greater in an excitable part ol the 
world where they love to bet on 
cricket, lot ex;impleona 100 part¬ 
nership. 

I am quite suie tliat the' betting on 
the UK) stand was at tlu> heart ot the 
trouble and that two previous inci¬ 
dents liad stirred the ciowd up. 'I’he 
first was the decision against Chnst 
lani. 'Fhe second was the bowling ol 
Weeks by Lex-k. A bail tell forw'’ard and 
a section ot the crowd dec ided that 
(iodfrev Evans had kicked it off. 

What with this not and the eighth- 
wicket resistance of Holt and McWalt. 
the fourth day had been a disappoint¬ 
ment. But the follow on in those days 
was t*nlorceable with only a 150-run 
lead and early on the fifth morning 
they started their second innmgs 184 
runs belund. After a Sunday's rest, all 
was quite. 


Holt, who liad been 48 not out at 
the tiid of the lust innings, went in 
111 St this time, still with his runncT, 
and he and Slollmever made 79 in a 
wav that did nut hold out much hope' 
for our chances ot winning. But Com¬ 
pton, at leg slip to l.aker, held a 
brilliant low catch from Stollmever and 
Iroiii tlien cm batsmen came and went 
with giatifving fiequencv. 

The catches stuck. 'I'revoi Bailey, 
bowling despite the broken finger on 
his right hand, look 2 wickets And 
the lifth dav ended with the fhiee Ws 
all gone, Gomez and Atkinson batting 
and West Indies, with six out, only 2\ 
ahead. Since Stathani’s sixdl the West 
Indian batsmen had looked rather less 
than the .ill-conquering giants of the 
past month. 

By lunch on the fast day Wardle and 
Stalham had tinished the innings otf. 
Here and in tlic final Test Wardle was 
to prove verv useful with the ciuna- 
man and gcxigly 

We needed only 75 to win and Len, 
having been on the field almost 
throughout the inatdi, sent in the 
vouthful (iraveney and May. I had not 
previously opened in fii st-ciass cncket 
but It .seemed a gcxxl time to do so and 
for the lirst two overs while we made 
18 rutis I enjoved it. 1 then ran into a 
shooter from Dems Atkinson and it 
was left to WiUte Watson to make the 
remaining runs will) Tom (iraveney. 

The crowd seemed to take it well. 
We tcxik It even better and left 
Georgetown with real hope that the 
tide had turned. 
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T didp't matter that Hal 

leys Comet tailed to 
show im We selected a 
World Cncket XI anyrway 

Not that It was> easy N 
Sir, It wasn’t easy I Nil 
was heated dist usMon 
there was arKiinn nt the rt 
was lobbyinji the intensity 
might just h\\ been mis 
taken for in k tu il selection 
committee nie'eliriR We 
the editor!i) staff of this 
magi/nu i^ere taking 
advant iite of the long hob 
day Weekend over Bengab 
New Ve u to escape to the 
se iside re sent of Pun Wt 
wfte the selectors 

^nd when the team was 
rt idv someone said it 
would mike more sense to 
drop the West Indian play 
ei« and work on a team that 
could possibly match 
Richards side So we 
started ill over again By 
the t nd of the t vi rang—or 
was It dawn the next 
dsy’- no one was sure 
who was m md who was 
out But It didn t milter It 
had been good tun lU the 
same 

I r\ it soiiii d i\ 1 ike i 
Saturday night trim out of 
your home city and if you 
are as fortunate as we who 
hail from Calcutta you 
have a beach town only ten 
hours away If it s Pun 
you re headed foi )ou 
stand in i bne to confirm 
your It turn bexikings as 
you iinst there for the 
hobela> rush is not to be 
tnfled with 

While you simd il the 
t 111 of a St rpenUnt e]ue ut a 
pia/jchewing lieket tout in 
a spotless while (fhoii kurtd 
with a fiimthi nt itl\ folded 
and slung ovti Ins nght 
shouldei appro u he s you 
Tickets cm be easily 
arranged it i slight prt 
nmnn of ten bucks per 
pt rseni 

While you lelax some 
one tells sou thil the gu\ is 
a dro|xiut from a nt irby 
temple Whit was that 
agam'' He trsuiid to be 
ennit s pandi at s nearby 
temple but tailed to make 


the grade That s why he s 
standmg there hustbng for 
your tickets 
Before he returns (sue 
cessful naturally) someone 
else approaches you and 
hands over a leaflet wnth 
details of sightseeing lours 
You scan the piece of pijjtr 
and ire just about to trum 
pit It up dismissively wht ii 
he sticks his hand out again 
and tikes it back only to 
repeat the process with 
another person alongside 
Failed priests as ticket 
touts you ran handle But 
recycled leaflets-’ Ihits 
another thing altogethei 
Onee on the beaeh you 
prepare for an energetic 
workout Fbppmg a frisbee 
on the sinds of summer 
might not Ik eveivbodvs 
idea of tun but \ lu I(m k 
foiwnd t It Just ene 
problem though the fits 
bee his not been iweked 
and the eh<inces of buying 
one in lull lie leii le 
I h It s when you disc ov 
er quite by leeident one 
of the more uniisu I forms 
of fielding praetiee It st irts 
when foul of yem thiow a 
tennis bill to t*a(h other 
You slum a ft nnis ball off 
the lop of 1 breaking wave 
md watch if fly I he rt 
suits ate swift smooth 
spec taeular Misjudge and 
the ball is consumed b\ the 
wave only to reappear ini 
medutely bobbing on the 
surface of the ^ttenng 


sea But if you have a 
strong throwing arm and 
fiirly consistent aim you 
arc assured of action that 
even the Channel Nine 
e imerimen would revel m 
Hit a wave crest and the 
ball moves fester than an 
edge off Snkkanths scy 
tiung bat Will the ball move 
left or ri0it^ Will it keep 
low 01 will It fly ^ I he possi 
bibties ire endless You art 
life idJJy on your tcK all the 
lime if you want to end the 
diy with an impitssive 
catching average 
The wave curls I he baU 
skims the surf ice It s 
shoulder height md waist 
high moving like a bomb 
and elunbmg ill the time 
I eet planted wide apart m 
the firm moist sand your 
dieision time is limited to 
onlv I eempk of seconds 
lie) V )U go fur it or eio you 
witih It huitU pvst 
\ou go foi It Nitui illv 
\ou hum h \ )ursi 11 into the 
eleai iii lunging fci the 
proieetile I hit sepnite 
the men tieim the ho\s It 
sticks V 111 hit I he elttl 
tumble (seinti iiilts ire 
optionil lilt they ut the 
idt il (urtair ill feu an 
istoundiiig peilormince) 
iiiel eoiiie biek on \oui 
feet the bil' held ttiuin 
ph intl\ lie It like in ineient 
ti »phv Irotn s< me pnmeval 
gime 

Iiudvertently you have 
1 hM owed a sliattenng call of 


Inadvertently, you have bellowed a 
shattering coll of Howzot" You are 
high on pure odre nolin It matters not 
that a wicket has not follen, it 
matters not that no batsman, eyes, 
downcast, is on his way back to a 
gloomy pavilion 


"howzat" You are hij^ rai 
pure adrenaki It matters 
not that a wicket has not 
fellen, It matters not that no 
batsman eyes downcast, is 
on his way back to a gkXHny 
pavilion It matters not that 
Channel Nme aren't fihn- 
mg your peiformance for 
posterity 

This could be your 
greatest moment The one 
you II equate with heroism 
by the Bradmans of this 
world Ihe one you 11 re 
count time and time agam 
to your adminng (and guUi 
bit) grandchildren by tire 
ywmtei fireside 

Out on the beaeh not a 
single ball gets past you It 
IS m unforgettable scenar 
lo 1 he sand substitutes for 
lusn green turf The suns 
wept watt rfi out substi 
tutes for a crowded sta 
dium The eternal thunder 
of the roiling swirling sea 
provide s i e onst int dee ibel 
level equivilcnt lo the cres 
ttndo of applause at any 
lest venue 

The beach isnl exactly 
(rowded with sunnimers 
and sightseers It isn t tire 
lounsl season As far al 
you re conterned you 
don t give i damn Aflt r lU 
isn t It the (ncket se ason all 
the year round’ As vou 
throw yourself iiound vou 
reilisi that the game is 
ittne ting spi e tators I hey 
t irry w itching idly before 
ukhing closer In a short 
while they will ask you if 
they can join m 

The game ends only 
when the light has faded 
into the lengtheiung sha 
dows of a purple dusk 
Exhausted you stagger 
back home Its been a 
great day 

Tomorrow the bruises will 
appear Each is a red badge 
of courage the hallmark of 
a distinguished sporting 
buff Other men merely 
play lest cncket You are a 
member of an elite band 
You are a beach cncketing 
wamor 


DavM McMahon 
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Wcuited 

the Engfash selectors should put the 
following advertisement m an Bntibh 
dailies 

Wanted—young cuurc^eous 
cncketers to play for England The 
following qualities are a must (a) The 
a^licant should be capable of playing 
a Test match for a full five days 
(b) He should be capable to keep his 
bat—and not his mouth—^in the line of 
eat h delivery (However a dti ision 
has been reached to send a dentist and 
not a physiotherapist with sides that 
will tour the West Indies) 

(t) Only bowlers with extraordinary 
batting potenbahties need apply They 
must be capable of taking all bowling 
as well as batting responsibilities 
(d) All applicants must be (apabic of 
returning home with their white fates 
intac t We shall at no stage allow the 
islanders to blackwash us Enough is 
enough 

fltiKPforth there will be a change in 
the pay and allowam es of howlers 
they will henceforth draw only half 
theu remuneration unless thtii ser 
vitts aic utilised in the second innings 
also 

InlcresU d candid iti s an advise d 
u> appiv only alter taking a look at the 
e ondition of the h nglish player'- who 
are due any time at the He ithrow 
auporl k st they should eh inge tlieir 
minds and lose nieinev on postage 

JVot a b,id idea don l vou thudi * 

S PADMANABHAN 
NeUoic 

Disgraceful 

1IIF Indian hotkey teaii displayed an 
exeeptionalK pool brand of hcKkev it 
the Chimpinns liophv atKaiaehi As 
usu il they were inconsistent finishing 
1 disgraceful fifth out ol six teams 

It has been notu ed recently thit 
our hixkcv team suddenly pertorms 
far below thi'u capabilities suffenng 
defeats at the hands of almost any ind 
every team A lackadaisu il approach 
backed up by the absence of a desire 
to win and tiiedness after playing too 
much hoe-kev have certainly dt famed 
and lowe red the standard of the ga ne 
in the ountry 

I he team depends far too much on 
their skippei bhahid If he strikes 
form then all well If not the rest of 
the boys are at a loss No othei team 
in the intemabunal circuit is more 
dependant on ont single person to 
such an extent If one key plavw is off 
colour another one compensates This 


unfortunately isn 1 the i ase with the 
Indian team. 

SABUJSBN, 

CtikuttJ 

TiMHitand words 

THE photograph of Hana Mandlikova 
on page 22 of Sportsworld (2 8 April) 
was superb One usually only gets to 
see sportsmen and women with a 
racket and in sportswear but this 
unusual picture of the Czech star was 
an exceptionally good off beat one 
We hope that you will continue to 
publish such pictures 

I think It would be greatly appreci 
ated by all readt rs if you continue the 
page Thousand Words Ihisguatan 
tees at least one usual photograph in 
eveiy issue 

AR7AM/WRA 

CuttdcA 

Begin right now 

Allf Rpatiently watehuigstvtralol 
Dexad irslun ‘ i ceeiit sports coverage 
I disxigret totally with reader M A 
Radhikiishm s vie w<c on the subiect 
hirstly he state s in his ktU r in 
Sportswor/d(12 18 March) that our 
tec hnu lans arc in fai t sc c oiid to none 
ts they have dime woiidcis witli 
inadeqiiatt and outdated tquipmeiil 
Is It so-" Oui ibility to t< lec ist sixals 
evi Ills II1 fic (|iicntlv 1 xposc d iii tin 
progi iinme World ol Sport I ini 
sure alt crickc 1 lo\ 11 s must li ivt 
watched the lughiights of the R inu 
I rophy final te Icc ist i c c c nll\ It was 
one il the w orst i ic c i igt s e m r 
It Lioord II shin c inn il tc It c ist 
nation il c vt nts s itisi« haily how do 
they intend to successfully tek t ist an 
iritein ition il c vt nt ol in iminoth prop 
ortions I do n< 1 mt in that Indian 
tcchmcians lu well be low there 
quire d st ind u d I Ik y may be qual 
liicd but will thev be ibit to handle the 
im]xatcd tcchnu il i ciuipmuit 

II I )ooi darsh in still insist on re levis 
mg the 1987 World Cup then prepara 
tion-> should bt gin light now 
RAMf^ih Mf NOV 

L handi/idih 

Coincidence 

IHl first copy of Sportswor/cfthal I 
bought about six \ t it s ago had a fine 
transpan nc v ol Kspil 1 It v on the 
cov er By 1 f 1 st in iting t oint idem e 
my thiec hundrt dth t cjpv of 
bpoitsvtorlddMi d 19 i") I ebruary 
1986also had Kapil Ik \ t n tht coyer 
b IIUShAIN 
Dtbrugaih 
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In the fitness of things 

One o( the reasons for the European and Australian 
domin<ince of modem hockey is their successful application 
c)l sports medicine. Andy O’Brien finds out 


H is Hu were letting nie 

uii (It Icrhapshcwab If 
youi h ((\ lint s on this way in a 
roupli It IIS India won t even figure 
in tins ( uiiumtnt meant for the top 
sw U m Mt was Frofessior Lcisen 
iIk dtxloi Kcompanying the victo 
nous (.jtinnn team and ht said this 
wliilt witching India play at the rt 
(cntlv t included Champions irophy 
toiiniamcnt at Karachi 
But w isn t It obvious that the Indi in 
sidt was tikiited and hid even nit 
rowtd the gap between thtmstl\cs 
and then luropean ind Austrainn 
counterparts'* So why did the (jcrmin 
professor who has bttn with tht 
national team for the list fouitccn 
years make such i seemingly odd 
statement' 

He had spoken from i purely me die 
al angle he explain* d an uigle that 


plays no me in role in sport s> medical 
science Inficl most huropcans and 
Ausfnlims (onnected with hockey 
attribute then rise to the pinnacle of 
world hockey subduing their Asian 
n\ ils to the use of medical science 
Vet where ire we' It is an 
net pud fict in the hockey pliytng 
world lint Inciii wilh the kind of 
talent ay iilahle should be tight on top 
o/ the iidder But the problem rs thit 
this I dent is not being used and 
moulded in the right manner 
In Indu we Icxik upon the duetor 
ti jyelling with in\ teun as nothing 
more than a misstur or a repurman 
with a first iid kit We haee not 
realised that dtielors should be an 
inlt gnl par t ol a team s training prog 
r imme Our coaches think that tram 
mg tefeis to woiking solely with stick 
ind bill md tint once a player has 




Th« doctor is more than a repair man with a first aid Kit 



mastered the basic skills the rest 
follows How wrong they are’ The 
coach has his own duties which must 
be supplemented by sports medicine 
Unfortunately howevei the value of 
the latter topic is neither understcxid 
nor appreciated in this country 

Take for instance the German team 
that won this Champions Trophy It 
was Prolessor Leisen who chalked out 
the teams training and preparation 
Amazmgly 70 per cent ot their work 
involved htness with just a mere dU 
per cent mvolvmg workouts with the 
stick and ball But Leisen admitted 
When 1 first brought up this idea 
many of the senior members 
threatened to stop playing for the 
national side They weie wiibng to 
work hard with the stick but were not 
prepared to do anything else It was 
only after a lot of persuasion that he 
got his pomt across to the team The 
result needs no elabotation 

What then is the secret of the 
success attamed by European and 
Australian hex-key teams'* Ask Major 
J A * Cruze He is a West txtnnjn 
trained speciahst m sports nitditme 
who has accompanied the Indi m hock 
ey team in his offici il t ip ic ity over the 
last few months In his words One 
aspect of sports medicine that is 
unheard of in our country is perform 
ance diagnosis This science is so 
advanced m other countries that 
someone like Leisen can predict the 
performance of an individual athlete, 
usmg laboratory data accumulated 
through tests on the person m qilbs* 
tion 

The working mtensity of each play 
er depends on the stage at which tim 
muscles start workmg from aerobic to 
anaerobic The better an athlete is 
tramed the later is his onset of lactic 
acid accumulation in the muscle The 
pomt at whidi lactic aad accumulatHHi 
starts taking place is known as the 
active threshhold By working on this, 
the Europeans have managed to up¬ 
stage us m a game we dominated frn- 





fixplaiDS LeiMn, “Whm musde is 
fatigued with dw accumulation of lactic 
ado, die brain cannot exert control 
over the muscle. So the player bems 
to rely merely on intuition. Your 
trdning has to be based on what we 
call the lactic curve.” 

H e then came out with a stattli^ 
revelation. *‘We sometimes lau^ 
vdien we see the Indian team wanning 
up. Their exercises and methods are 
80 outdated that their muscles have 
already begun accumulating lactic acid 
before the game begins. What 
chances do you have?" 

. The pity of it is that we Indians do 
know atout tius lactic acid biuldup, but 
it is not being put to any use in our 
sport. Our coaches and doctors work 
so iat apart that there is no co¬ 
ordination between them. 

The Europeans have brought about 
major modifications in their methods 
of hockey training. Tue game requires 
two basic energy systems; one of 
which is responsible for slwirt bursts 
of activity while the other'provides 
endurance which sustains these bursts 
over a seventy-minute period. 

To build both these two systems— 
keeping in mind that all Internationa 
hockey is now played on astro turf— 
the Europeans are placing great 
stress on two asjiects of their training 
methods. Firstly, more emphasis is 
being placed on field-related tests 
rather than laboratory tests and these 
field tests are translated into actual 
training. Second, and more important, 
is the use of what is known as fartlek 
running. This means running short 
bursts of 10 to 30m followed by 
300—400m of slow jogging combined 
with gymnastics, stretching and use of 
tennis balls, ail over a period of 40 to 
50 minutes. This helps a player to 
concentrate and improve his neuro¬ 
muscular co-ordination, using low in¬ 
tensity training. 

The secret is to avoid using hi^ 
intensity training, which creates acid¬ 
ity and leads to control from the brain 
being cut off. 

Certain aspects of tow intensive 
training methods help to increase a 
player's'lactic add threshold. Explains 
tWeSsof Leisen, "We tiave specific 
data on each player which we cmi 
evaluate and monitor tlopugfa tests to 
determine any change in the lactic add 
threshold. Since each player has indi¬ 
vidual characteristics, everyone can 
train on Ms own.” That is the reason 


H' '.wa: 


The irictorlouB German team’e preparation included a mere 30 
. per cent of work with stick and tMlI 


why a team like the Germans can 
come together just a couple of weeks 
before a tournament like the Cham¬ 
pions Trophy and still come nut on 
top. 

This individual training is also very 
important to European hockey-playing 
nations because sport there is at such 
an amateur level that players cannot 
afford to be away, practising in diffe¬ 
rent parts of the country. On the 
other hand, most Indian players spend 
the majority of their time together in 
traiiung camps at Patiala. 

As Major Cruze says: "The NIS 
medical tests held at the camps mea¬ 
sure only endurance and stamina 
which constitute only 30 per cent of 
hockey effort. Therefore the other 70 
per cent is not being measured. These 
tests do not teU you anything about a 
player’s power, skill and neuromuscu¬ 
lar capabilities, which are so important 
for a team game. Our players are 
scared of going to Patiala. Titey think 
that they will inunediately be sub¬ 
jected to one of these medical tests 
and be rejected on the basis of the 
test. Noix^re in die world does a test 
of this nature lead to a player being 
thrown out of a national side." 

Another important sphere that 
needs attention is recovery training. 
Evei 7 time India played on two suc¬ 
cessive days at toe Karachi Cham¬ 
pions Trophy, they played below par 
on the seco^ day. Why? because of 
the absence of recovery training. 

Alter each game our tired team 
went back to toe hotel and rested. But 
not the Europeans, who did ten or 
fifteen minutes jogging after each 
game as recovery excercises. TMs 
was sometimes even followed up the 
next mcHifing. Recovery training las 
two ^eas of importance. It gets rid of 


all metabolic waste products and in¬ 
creases the parasynthetic activity 
which helps in a speedy form of 
regeneration. It also helps a player— 
strange though it may seem—sleep 
easy. 

TTie poor Indian players had prob¬ 
lems sleeping after every match, aU 
throufto no fault of their own. It is a 
true indicator of their talent that even 
without sdentjfic training facilities, 
they still maintain such a hiito hockey 
standard. Moreover, they also pro 
vided competent opposition in the face 
of the systematically trained fore¬ 
igners. 

It seems that the Indian Hockey 
Federation has realised toe need of 
the hour, for it has drawn up a panel of 
doctors to assist in toe coaching of 
teams. Though there is a chronic 
shortage of facilities lor tliese dtxrtors, 
it is still a step in the right direction. 
Moreover, Major Cruze seems to 
have become an integral part of the 
Indian squad: this might surprise a 
friend of mine who once wondered 
what a doctor was doing at a pre¬ 
match team meeting. Cruze, given a 
free hand ever since the India- 
Pakistan Test series, has already be¬ 
gun implementing the knowledge ac¬ 
quired during his stint in West Ger-' 
many. Scientific training has to begin. 
And what better place to do so then 
the national hockey team? 

It would be a gucxi idea if each 
sports federation appointed its own 
panel of doctors to monitor the train¬ 
ing of national teiuns. The ultimate 
aim would be to take it down to 
grassroot level: the schools. 

The government, so bent on leading • 
the nation forward, should also do its 
bit for sports technology if our sports¬ 
men are to enter the next century. 
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W INNING the Safari Rally is an 
achievement. An encore is a rare 
feat. A third win is a miracle. 
Sweden’s Bjorn Walde^aard did exact¬ 
ly that in this year's rally. As his 
Toyota Ceh'ca Turbo, navigated by Bo 
'fhorselius, nosed its way up the 
ramp, he became the first overseas 
driver to have won the rally thrice. 
Toyota were also celebrating a hat- 
trick but unlike Waldegaard they 
notched up three consecutive wins. 
Lars Eric Toroph came second in his 
7‘oyota. Markka Allen outclassed 
Erwin Weber to bring Lancia third 
overall and prevent a 1-2-3 for 
Tovota. 

Renyan superstar, Shekhar Mehta, 
plagued by mechanical problems in hiS 
Peugeot Talbot Sport, finished a dis¬ 
mal eight while the tour-time Hima- 
lavrin Rally winner Jayanl Shah and his 
co-dnver Ixifty Drews were time 
, barred after their car rolled over. The 
weal Indian hope and hero, Rajiv 
Khanna. in his Opel Manta, just man¬ 
aged to finish the first leg. "Til be 
back", was all that he could say. 
Africa’s wild-life hazards, bone¬ 
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B]om Waldegaard smilas for the 
camera while showing hie 
winning style In his Toyota Celica 
Turbo (above) 


shaking dirt tracks, flooded rivers, 
hair-raising bends and spine-chilling 
curves were all there. But the reduc¬ 
tion of the raDy to 4000 km instead of 
the usual 5000 km, at the insistence of 
FISA, saw to it that the entire tarmac 
section to the Indian Ocean town of 
Mombasa was cut and the C'hyulu 
Hills, a twisting and tortinous section 
on top of the Taita Hills included 
instead. Dropping Mombasa was a 
very painful decision for the organiz¬ 
ers, since for the past 34 years, the 
drive down lias been a chance to flex 
the-muscles before the real action 
begins. 

This year the battle was between 
the old tigers and the young cubs. 
Shekhar Mehta, Bjorn Waldegaard, 
Markku Alen...they formed the oW 
tigers or the battle-scarred veterans. 
Facing them was the new breed of 
world, class rally drivers in their mid¬ 
twenties: last year’s winner Juba 
Kankkhunen, the one who came 
close: Erwin Weber, a first timer. 
Lars Eric Toroph...to name a few. 
The old tigers with their skill and 
stamina had no intention of trai^ 
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tfittii aqd were idl lewed up a» tlie 
faff want down for t tussle between 
cspencmce and entfaueiasn 

FISA have always wanted a itimi- 
nnon tone of 21 days before tiie last 
worid chan^Hcuiship raOy to give the 
dodtWoflc service crews a chance to 
pahsh their weaptHis Spendntg some 
^ around £500,000 (Rs 75 lakhs), 
niese works-teams were domg some- 
thang much more than just uncorking 
chsnpaipie bottles and smiling before 
a battery of cameras Nissan was 
taking a rest this year Two tune 
winners Toyota had Waldegaard 
Toroph and Weber—a formidable tno 
to make true something tlmt seemed 
anpossible wmnmg for a thud tone m 
a row Markku Alen and first time 
entrant Miki Biasion were leading the 
Lwcia charge While Mehta and 
Kankkhunen were planning to go all 
out to keep the other two giants on 
then toes In short it was to be a 
battfo of the giants 
As car number one manned by Juha 
Kankkhunen and Juha Pllronen rolled 
down the ramp first on a bright and 
sunny day at Nauobi Kankkliunen 
must have wryly glanced at a rear 
view muTor presented to them by 
Waldegaard It had wntten on it— 
"Have a nice rally look out for us' 
But Waldegaard who rolled down 
unmediately after them saw to it that 
Juha did not use that mirror for long 
when he overtook him m the very first 
section and clung to the lead tdl the 
end of the first leg Mehtas car 
overheated forcn^ him to stop and 
disconnect two spotli^ts to cool it 
down Altogether sixteen cars drop 
ped out from the 59 original starters, 
leaving all the stars to compete for the 
top spots One wrong mo\e and the 
next one moved up 
As the battle weary cars rolled back 
into Nairobi after the first leg it was 
clear that Waldegaard meant busmess 
The first three care for most of the 
second leg were Toyotas Vit Preston 
Jr anotliCT Kenyan top dnver, was 
troubled by mechanical problems and 
rofied out of the rally when he faded to 
negotiate a tncky bend and landed on 
his roof Kankkhunen slid further 
down, courtesy electrical failure 
Jayant Shah and Lofty Drews, m theu 
Nissan 240 RS, also bid adieu to the 
rally whoi then’ car too rolled before 
the Man Narok passage vontrol 
Though not uqured, they were time 
barred and were out of the reckonmg 
But the drama was not confined to 
the roads only Mmutonng ftie prog- 
1 " 1 *=^ 


SheMhar Mehta—a giant 
amang rallylsts 


F ori V one year old 

Shekhar Mehta stiUm the fray 
for world rally championships 
visits India often but not for ral 
lying He comes on busmess to 
look after the Mehta Group Invest 
ments 

Only once did he participate here 
when he roared off ui the maugural 
Himalayan Rally Ihen he is as so 
badly stoned before his victorv that 
his sponsois have not asked hun to 
rally here again 
Ihc big question his fans ate 
cutientlv asking in Kenya and 
Europe is Whv cant he win the 
bafan yet agam'' After all this is 
the event which shot him to rall> 
stardom after he won it for a record 
five times hu-t inl97i when the 
Ugandan dictator had just thrown 
out his family fron their multimil 
lion dollar estates and later an 
unbroken four masterly victones 
from 1979 to 1982 Since then 
every year he lets the Safari slide 
under his bumper 
Mehta has r^ied in Europe and 
such exotic kKales as Argentina 


1987 or 1988 Mehta will then be 
back bdund the wheel of his trusty 
dnve Meanwhile, he had to be 
content with the four-wlreel drive 
turbo charged Peuj^t 205 E2 
one of whi(b caught fire while he 
was on recce for the Safari Rallv 

Rildit after his Puegeot rolled off 
the starting ramp it started de 
vcloping mechanical problems 
Yet at the finish Mehta had the 
grace to be dipiomatic about it 

Potentullv commented Mehta, 

It is die nghl car for this rally We 
had engine problems throu^out 
When the radiator went we had to 
take oft the spotlights to cool it 
down apart from some dust prob¬ 
lems 

Mehta lives is Naoxibi where he 
runs the franchise of Subaru, 
among his other family mlerests 
He also has a flat m London for his 
wot Idwide rallymg fora j s Hts mam 
rallying achievements so far have 
been hive worid Championship 
Rally wins in the Safan in 1974, 
1979 1980 1981 and 1982 allma 
Dalsun Other mam results tnve 



An afghth plao* was all Mahti couM nwfiig* 


New Zealand Morrocco Ivory 
Coast and even from Hong Kong to 
Peking Beginning his rallying 
career with Datsun he now is a 
Nissan dnver as part of the works 
team But his previous Safan wins 
have been m a Datsun with his 
wife Yvonne, naviptmg bm m 
some of these rallies 
This year, however Nissan has 
withtkrawn from the world rallvmg 
champiraishipik and are busy wirk 
mg on a new car to be launched m 


been 1974—^fourth m San Remo 
Rally m a Lanae, 1976—tlard m 
Acrophs Rally m a Datsun, foiath in 
Cadssur Rally m Datsun, first m 
Himalayan Rally m Datsun 1981— 
Second m Cadasur Rally, third in 
Ivory Coast Rally m Datsun and 
fourth m Acropolis Rally He hro 
taken part in other railies m 
Kuwait, New Zealand, Argendna, 
Hong Kong to Peking and stood 
among the top ten. 
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Champagne tima for Waidegaard and Bo Thoraellut (left) as they acknowladge their fans 


hebcopters a sient straight out ol i 
Jameb Bond movw But Henry Lid 
don manager of luyoti was ivcn i 
few steps aht ad of that Strati gi<aU\ 
placed in a high altitude plant lit v, is 
devising strategies and giving ordtrs 
Just like a chess ganit But he w is 
spared much anxiety sintt atthutnd 
of the second leg Waidegaard was 


very much m command 
Now It was tht race back to Nairobi 
ind to the ramp As per the strategy 
Waldega ird was the hare setting the 
put lorophs orders were simple 
tusluon Waldcgiird from the attack 
horn tht I mens and the Peugeots 
The bugle for tht batUc had long 
been sounded Instead of the General 


Tha Pougot foam waa plaguad by maehanicai proManw 


on a massive swaymg elephant there 
was Lidden who just said Ck> for it 
Waidegaard' /^d he did exactly 
that 

Weber was unlucky with a broken 
rear break disc and was handicapped 
m front of the powerful Lancu driven 
b> Markku Alen Mehta stung by 
consistent problems came a dismal 
eigth 

The top five cars were piloted by 
overseas drivers and the fact fini only 
16 had the honour of ofu mng cham 
pagne bottles out of ilu onginaJ 69 
proved what a grutl/mg fight it had 
been No Afnt in driver managed to 
complete the laQy Patnek Nquru 
who has entered the Himalayan Rally 
had declared at the starters ramp that 
only i giraffe could stop him this year 
And ironically thats exactly what 
happened In the second leg a giraffe 
hit his car and knocked hra out 

Waidegaard s Toyota was in good 
condition after the rally and but for 
some minor problems that had crop 
ped up during the rally he went 
virtually trouble tee At the end of it 
he just could not resist saying sc»ne* 
thing that all drivers partiapatmg m 
thisraliv irrespective of whether ffiey 
taste defeat or glory say "111 be back 
next year 














THE best one-day cricke- 

I ters that 1 have come 
across are not difficult to 
choose. By their record 
they select themselves. 

My shortlist of half-dozen 
comprises Vivian Richards, 
Allan Border, Imran Khan, 
Richard Hadlee, Kapil Dev 
and Ian Botham. Not a very 
difficult ^ess, one could 
say. 

I was fortunate to have 
been around at Old Traf- 
ford when Viv Richards 
played his unforgettable 
189 not out against England 
in the limited-overs match. 
The problem with bowling 
to Viv Richards is that he is 
doing something all the 
time. It is vei^ customary 
of Im to begin by picking 
his sin^s but the power 
wfth w^ch he explodes la¬ 
ter is very difficult to con¬ 
trol lliis was best proved 
in that Old Trafford innings. 

Just consider the state 
yiest Indies were in: nine 
down for a score not ui 
excess of 175, if 1 remem¬ 
ber rMt On paper. Eng¬ 
land seould have wr^ped it 
upwifliease. But Viv 
l&chards carried the in- 
nimn almost an^handed- 
ty. By the tune me innings 
had ended England were 
set to diase a sonre some¬ 


where close to 3001 There 
was one particular shot that 
I remember vividly. He 
went on Ids backfoot to¬ 
wards the leg side to Willis 
aid hammered him strai^t 
over his head for sbc. It 
landed about 10 to 15 rows 
behind the sightscreen! 

Imran Khan, next on the 
list, is the best bowler that 
1 have ever played. When 
Imran has a couple of wick¬ 
ets behind him, he can be 
as fost as anyone. Here, I 
mean that he can be as fast 
as Malcolm Marshall. 
Moreover, at that speed, 
when one’s instinct is to 
self-preserve. Imran man¬ 
ages to swing it in. Next 
ball, as you are prepared 
for the inswinger, it moves 
away. Most batsmen 
against Imran in full flight 
have been confused in 
there. Against India last 
year, Imran picked up six 
wickets for 14 in ten overs. 
The best part is that none 
of the batsmen were out 
playing shots. 

As a batsman. Imran is a 
powerful striker. 'Phis is 
not best advertised be¬ 
cause he tends to come in 
foirly late in the batting 
order. He had a fine season 
for Sussex with the bat last 
year. Last November, he 
fifted Gamer for three 
sbtes in one over. 

Kapil Dev is in my opin¬ 
ion the best fielder of the 
top six that we have here. 
The others are specialists 
in the field. For instance, 
Botham is a fine slip fielder. 
In contrast, Kapil Dev ex¬ 
cels in almost any position 
on'the field. 

-The problem with Kapil’s 
batting ni fimited-over 
matcitts is actually the 
poation he goes in at 
Whenhe wmsiiy, four 
wickets havit^ gone, the 
side is either cruiang Of " 


packittg up. So he never 
gets any time to settle 
dowa 'That is just the 
reason why an average of 
30 or 35 is considered a 
very good one m one-day 
internationals. 

The best innings that I 
have seen of Kapil Dey has 
been his 175 agmst Zim¬ 
babwe. 'TIk innings was 
wtotoy on two counts; one, 
that it pulled India out of 
the woods. Secondly, it 
was the manner in which he 
batted. Kapil hit them 
around so extensively that 
it almost looked artificial. 

The best spell that I have 
seen Kapil bowl was in the 
World Championship final 
against Pakistan. It seemed 
that he had reserved it for 
the tight moment. He pick¬ 
ed up three wickets. One of 
them, of Qasim Omar, was 
a tremendous delivery. 

For a man tike Richard 
Hadlee to take 34 wickets 
in a Test series at his age 
only speaks of the man’s 
fitness. The reason why he 
is so successful is that he is 
always at the batsman. He 
has slowed down his speed 
but his control is remark¬ 
able. Inswing, Outswing, 
both cutters, and the deliv¬ 
ery which has two of these 
attributes combined, can be 
deadly. Because he bowls 
from close to the slumps, 
he is more or less 
‘straigiht, ’ leaving a minimal 
margin for error. Perhaps, 
that is the reason why Had¬ 
lee picks up a lot of Ibws. 

Bothama record speaks' 
for him. He has plwed 
uninterrupted for Endand 
in limited-overs matdnes 
for the last nine years or 
so.' Though he has taken a 
lot of tuns off Italia in Test 
matches, we have been for¬ 
tune as he has not played 
many ganws in the last few 
years ag^t us in the ma¬ 


jor tournaments. The best 
innings that 1 have seen 
Boffiam play was incklen' 
tally not in a liniited overs 
match. It was the 118 
against Australia in 1981 at 
‘Trafford. 1 felt that Us 
bowling was at its best 
against Australia in that 
very series when he pidted 
up five fmr three runs at 
Ed^baston—or was it?— 
and ag^st West Indfos at 
Lord’s in 1984 when he 
took eight mckets. Botham 
stands close to the 
batsman in the field—often 


short gully—so the margin 
for error is very great. 
Considering that, he has 
taken a hi^ percentage of 
catches mat have come to 
him. 

Botham is a character. 
Even when the game is not 
going on, you can be sure 
that he is up to something. 
At Old Trafford, for exam¬ 
ple, on one occasion, there 
had been a downpour and 
there was notUrig to do. 
The players made a beeline 
for the telephone to call up 
their girl friends or wboev-' 
er. Botham crept stealthily 
one to of them, crushed a 
banana to pulp and drained 
it into of one the receivers. 
We had this joker Derek 
Randall roing to ring some¬ 
one up. He ended up wtti 
pulp all over his face. 

On another occasion. He 
walked into our dressiqg 
room and layered Dilip 
Doshi’s bat with banara 


pv^. Doshi never knew a 
thing until it was time for 
Um to wdk out to bat. Was 
he mad! 





Heavenward 

bound 

Jonathan Rice is on the trail of 
Halley’s Comet 


, TtlST before Christmas 1 
Jcame across an adver 
ustment for a tlitee week 
luxury cruise to the Carib 
bean in February and 
March this year The tini 
mg was perfect for tlu 1 c st 
matches, and if it hid not 
been for a < oupic ot imrun 
details i would Invt 
booked my st iti rinmi by 
return of jwsi IIh hrst 
tninoi dctiil w IS itnt 
‘prices st II it lI79i 
which 111 I be post 
Chnstiiii stntyptnod 
IS abiut 11/4450 more 
than III III the holiday 
kitiy Ilk second was that 
It w s hilltd as Halleys 
11 c t It insatlantic 
Cmiic ind It first glance 1 
dill IK t ttunk that Halley 
' (I (iicktt irc closely in 
I tt I (ounce ted Clearly 
I some n*seitch was caUtd 
(or 

I he influence ol astiono 
mical phenomena on out 
summer game is ucll 
documented Wt dl know 
that an eclipse of the sun 
caused the second day of 
the Golden Jubilt e 1 1 st be 
tween India and V ngland it 
Bombay in lehruaty 1480 
to be declared a rest dav 
and that one I I Botliam 
went on to scoic a ccntuiy 
and take 1J wukets in the 
match 1 also knew that a 
comet collided with the 
r aith on June W 1908 
creating a 15 megaton cx 
plosKm m Siberia known 
IcKally IS the lunguska 
I \enl and Ihit less t/un 
fno months Idltt Sir 
Donald Kiadman was bum 
kss than 5000 miles away 
(or so) Despite these hefty 
hints as to the signilhance 
ot astrcnioim on cricket I 
could not have guessed 
Imw much the paths ot Sir 
I I dmund Hailey s wandei 
ing celestiil h'lend and the 
histoiy of cricket yycre in 
tc I twine cl 

Cohsidii the facts Hal 
le\ s Comet appealed in 12 
BC ind in lOtib AD (not 
much cnckct then) but b\ 
the time Hallet made his 


observations in 1682 trick 
et was beginning to flourish 
throughout the south of En 
gland Halley s close inend 
Sir Isaac Newton was also 
beginning to explain why 
cricketers drop catches 
When the comet reap 
peared next in 1759 cnck 
£ t was a well established 
and popular pastime with, 
growing anstocralK spon 
sorship In that year also 
William 1 trine x the first 
master of toiwsrd play 
was bom 

Ihc next tunc Halleys 
Comet turned up was in 
1815 a crucial vtar m 
c ni k< t histoi V 1 hat year a 
uvised code ot I iws was 
idoptcci by MCC i code 
which included the sent 


ence that ushered m the 
roundarm penod the In 
dusinal Revolution of cnck 
et The ball must be 
bowled and if it be thrown 
or jerked or if the hand be 
dbo\e the shoulder in the 
delivery the umpire must 
call No Ball Also in 1835 
William Ward transferred 
the lease of Lord s cricket 
ground to J H Dark for 
£2(M)6 an important event 
in cncket history 1815 was 
the year m which the length 
of the bat was limited to 38 
inches and it was the first 
year in which a northern 
county (Nottinghamshire) 
plaved a southern countv 
(Sussex) Notts won it 
was the vtar in which one 
of their professionals Sam 


Redgate, first play^ at 
Lord's, for the Goitteinen 
for some unfathomable 
reason, and bowled Fidler 
Pilch m both mnmgs far 0 
Nch himself moved that 
year from Norfolk to Kent, 
where he was paid £1(X) a 
year as publican and ground 
attendant at Town Mailing 
It was also the year m 
whivh Richard was 
bom 1 he influence of Hal¬ 
ley s Comet on cncket that 
year seems undeniable 

1410 wis the year when 
Halley really had a chance 
to change the whole course 
of cncket for in May that 
year the Earth actually pas 
sed through the tail of the 
comet No wonder then 
that 1410 became another 
seminal year foi cncket 
the end of tlie Golden 
Age It was the year of 
I owler s Match for Eton 
of which H S Altham 
wrote theit can never he 
a liner game of cm ket than 
the f ton vs Hanow match 
of 1410 Harrow did not 
beat F ton again until 1939 
It w IS also P K Le 
Couteurs yen ol Inumph 
for Oxford I niveisity 
when he took II lor 66 and 
scored IhO in his teams 
innings victoiy igiinst 
Cambiidgt It Couteui 1 
wi in \u^tl iliin Hid 
there IS tk u < iidi n < i/iil 
Hilltis Clint I iiflicMtes 
those him illi ot tht 
I qii Uoi 111 K tlian those of 
us li Ill the Northern 
Ml 11 plitu One of H/s 
dt/is Fi\c CncktUrs ol 
tlu Uat IS a result ol his 
ttfoits in the wet siimmci 
of 1910 w IS C B llewllvn 
of South Afnca and Hamp 
shire probably the first 
man to bowl a Chinaman 
He and Jack Newman be 
tween them took 299 of the 
414 wickets that fell tg 
Hampshire bowlers that 
year Other Cricketers of 
the Year were Frank Wool 
ley who helped Kent to the 
Championship and Raaor 
Smith of Surrey whose 
efforts brought Surrey to 
secotxi place Also in 1910 
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Watren and Chapman (rf 
Derbyshire on 283 for 
the ninth wicket ag^t 
Wartnck^e, still the En- 

r k record. On July 8, W. 

Fowler wrote to The 
Tunes, recommendhig im¬ 
proved drainage at Lord’s. 
What a signi&ant cricket¬ 
ing year it was! 

One more question must 
be asked before we prove 
conclusively the influence 
of the comet on cricket. 
Jl^t of the children bom in 
^y 1910, as the Earth 
passed through the comet's 
tail? Did they become great 
cricketers? Well, if the 
truth be told, they did not, 
not in England anyway. On 
May 2, 1910, Laurie Nash 
was bom in Tasmania. He 
grew up to become a fast 
bowler who played twice 
for Australia in the 19.'iUs 
(once against England and 
once against South Africa, 
both of which Australia won 
by an innings) without ever 


A comet collided with the earth on June 
30th, 1908, creoting a 35-megaton 
explosion in Siberio and less than two 
months later. Sir Donald Bradman was 
born five thousand miles away 


appearing in Sheffield 
Shield cricket. A statistical 
oddity, perteps, but not an 
astronomically brilliant 
crickter. Twelve days later 
in South Africa, Ken Vi^oen 
was bom. a man who hit 
two Test centuries and 
toured England twice. His 
main contribution to cricket 
was, however, after his re¬ 
tirement, as an administra¬ 
tor in Ws home country, 
Viljoen was just five days 
older than his captain on 
the 1947 tour of England, 
Alan Melville. Melville, the 
third and last cometary in a 
Test cricketer, was never 
on the winning side in a 


Test match, but is remem¬ 
bered as one of the very 
greatest of South African 
batsmen, with four con¬ 
secutive Test centuries to 
his credit. 

Clearly, the cricketing 
nations south of the 
Equator got more of Hal¬ 
ley’s tail in 1910 tlian Eng¬ 
land, India or West Indies. I 
understand that this year 
too, the best views of Hal¬ 
ley’s Comet as it reaches 
its close.st point to Earth in 
April will lx: south of the 
Equator. I’d worry about 
the chances of the England 
team in 25 years or so, up 
against all the 1988 Comet 


Children if it were not for 
the fact that of the 40 Test 
appearances that Nash, Vil¬ 
joen and Melvile totalled 
between them, they were 
on the winniiw side only 
four times, ana on the los¬ 
ing side 17 times. When 
Melville and Viljoen played 
together, as they did nine 
times. South Africa lost 
four Umes and drew five. 
Although Nash was 100 per 
cent successful as a Test 
cricketer, one match was 
against a .South African side 
which included Viljoen, who 
were dismissed mainly by 
Ironmonger (bom 1883) for 
36 and 45. 

How will HaDey influence 
cricket in 1986? I suppose 
we ouf^t In ask Patrick 
Moore or Sir Bernard 
Lovell, cncket-lovers both, 
but I have a feeling that 
more down-to-earth bodies 
like Gower, Gooch. 
Botham and Hadlee will be 
the ones to watch this year. 














MANSKLL 
f IN failed by just hall a 
gear’s lenjtth to win the 
, Spanish tirand I’nx from 
(Ayrton Senna of Brazil at 
■ the weekend* 'l yre trouble 
• forced Mansell into the pits 
J just ten laps from home but 
fhe came back in the most 
; determined fashion to pass 
' Alain I’rost and set a new 
lap record, only for the race 
. to end a few metres too 
soon. The defecit was an 
incredible 0.014 seconds 
and another twenty metres 
or so would have seen 
the placings reversed. Sen¬ 
na started in pole position 
and led for most of the the 
race tiB Mansell passed him 
on lap 40. He however 
regained the lead when 
ManseO had to nnke his pit 


stop. 'I'hird and fourth were 
the Marlboro McLaren's <rf 
I’rost and Rosberg with the 
Bennetons of Teo Fabi and 
(ierhard Berger com^ting 
the piints tally. This w'm 
put Senna in top spot in the 
1986 World Driver’s Cham- 
pjonship on 15 points after 
his second to Nelson Piquet 
in the Brazilian Grand Prix 
two weeks ago. Hquet is 
now in second place with 9 
points after his engine blew 
up during the race on lap 
39. There is still a 
long way to go for the final 
placings to be decided, but 
I am going to stick my neck 
out and go for Senna and 
the reliability of the JPS 
Lotus. 

T here he stands—Ian 
Botham. Cricketer sup¬ 
reme, submerged not only 
by ttfc never ending bar¬ 
rage of West Indian boun¬ 
cers, but now by stories of 
a sex and dru^ scandal 
that is normally linked with 
rock stars of diverse plea¬ 
sures. It is not the kind of 


«U^tk)n you expect to be 
directed at an English 
‘Crideeter, former captain 
and figures to prove the 
best aU-rounder cricket has 
had. But then we are Uving 
in the Eighties and times 
have changed dramatically. 
So too have the visions of 
clean cut sporting heroes. 
Pick up a paper today and 
there is hardy a week that 
goes by without some fresh 
sporting allegations. Of 
women in hotel rooms. Of 
drug abuse. Of punch-ups 
and lock-ups. The list goes 
on. The young Adonis’ of 
today’s sport have had a 
whiff of the ‘good life’ and 
by all accounts they can’t 
get enough of it. 

Cast your mind back and 
recall the extremely 
talented George Best and 
you could say he was the 
innovator in the permis¬ 
sive, promiscuous Sixties. 
They used tb be called 
‘dollies,’ and, as trends 
changed they were known 
as ‘groupies’—young 
women, attracted by the 
damour and the money. 
Very often pretty. Usually 
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blonde. Always availaifale.; 
They were always assod*' 
ated with the motor racing 
circuit but now, with dl the 
revelations seeping 
through, there are various 
otner sports not laggii^ 
very far behind. Tennis 
players, have long had a 
reputation for indulging and 
often over-indulging mem- 
selves. ‘Groupies’ chased 
the boys—and, to judM by 
the revelations of BiBie 
Jean King and Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova, girls chased the 
girls. 

Snooker has not escaped 
the phenomenon of women 
and drugs—Tony Knowles’ 
ability with the ladies is as 
good as his potting teduii- 
que, and Kirk Stevens has 
a self-confessed cocaine 
problem. Now, cricket. 
The once hallowed sport, 
has been tarnished by the 
kind of allegations normally 
associated with degenerate 
rockstars. The temptation 
of sex and drugs is all very 
well, but even without the 
rock n’ roll, it is hardly the 
best way for sportsmen to 
look after their bodies. And 
it is certainly not what 
sports fans want from the 
players, whose wages they 
do pay for, after all. 

T he man who had noi 
won a major golf tourna¬ 
ment for two years showed 
that he ha.s not lost his 
winning ways completely, 
jack Nicklaus, ‘the GoldCT 
Bear, ' revived the killer in¬ 
stinct laying dormant for so 
long. With a breathtaking 
last round of 65 he clinched 
victory by one stroke in the 
US Maters tournament in 
Augusta, Georgia. Nick¬ 
laus, deeply stung by repe¬ 
ated suggestions that he 
was over the hill at forty- 
six played an incredible last 
nine holes to put his critics 
finniy in their places. This 
win gave Nicklaus lus six^ 
‘Green Jacket’ and his 
ei^teenth msjor title and 
«4ien he leapt off the 1^ 
green to hug his caddie, 
sen Jack Junior, there was. 
hanfiy a ory eye left, 
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laus withstood the iate chal' 
lenge of Texan Tom Kite 
and Australian Greg Nor¬ 
man, who finished in joint 
second place one sttoke 
behind. Seve Ballasteros 
was a {urtl»r stroke be¬ 
hind. Both Kite and Nor¬ 
man had putts of about 
^een feet to force a play¬ 
off. But both saw their 
putts scrape agonisingly 
past the role whidi left the 
‘Golden Bear' to claim his 
pot of honey. 

At the start of the final 
round, Nicklaus, who 
started five shots behind 
the leader Norman, was 
not even considered a se¬ 
rious challenger. But all 
that soon changed as we 
reached the eighth hde. 
When Nicklaus birdied the 
ninth hole it was Ae start of 
a golfing experience that 
sent ^e huge crowds into ^ ^ 
ecstasy. He added five 
more birdies and an ea^ 
from some of the hardest 
holes in golf to capture the 
£ 98.000 first prize—a sum 
which will barely cause a 
ripple in his bank balance. 

Ballasteros, playing his, 
first competitive tourna¬ 
ment of the year, seemed- 
to be cruising to victory 
with some incredible golf. 
But he faltered at the cru-, 
cial fifteenth hole where he 
hit a terrible approach shot 
into the water and his ganw 
just seemed to crack up. 
His normally exceBent put¬ 
ting deserted him. He just 
about managed to save his 
par at the next hole and 
then after three putting oq 
the seventeenth green for a 
bogey 5, the fiery Spaiuard 
had finally been subdued. It 
was now left up to NortQfDB' 
to take up the chaUei^i^ 
he did so boldly wite.lwtr 
successive birdies froth the 
fourteenth hote. But his 
approach shot to ^ final 
green went sailing 
waywardly into the gallery ; 
and with it Us hopes (H.i; 
winning the title. The fiiaf'<; 
scores: Nicklaus 27fh Kite, 
and Norman (278); BaHas-, 
teros 277. 
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Welcome back to Benaud 

E.J. Brack acknowledges an institutional presence 


T he firdt stirnn^'s ol spiin^ iit in 
^ the ‘>'kI tht fnllnwt i s of f nf'iisli 
cricket CHn st irt (< look fotu ird lo llu 
new scdsfiii It t( its like no time it ill 
SBK^ ue Mere sivinf. fire well to 
Border ind his v inquisln d eohoits 
and yet the Mintei moritlis seemed te 
Strete h mte rriun ihi\ m it 1 1 moi e e t le k 
etuiK news hein^ nude hv {Hilitieiiris 
than by playcis 

The BBC liis promised ii ill i 
gredl summt r of sihii l I nele ot (il u e 
will Ro to feiotb ill s e ] Id t. up in 
Mexito diid the CommeinMe iltli 
Gantt'S III mv home eil\ ol I diiiburph 
I have no doubt th it the usu il in i\ of 
overpaid undcrinlormed nitffilof|Ui 
Clous coinnii ntalois will be de sp itc h 
ed to berth these venues to tej,ile u 
through the loni^ summer da\ ind 
nii^ts with their re Kill it lolleelion ot 
cacophonous die he*' 

These spoils will no doubt have 
their devotees but I am n l imemp 
them My sunnnei spiiiisvieMiiiy, will 
as always be the enekel irid if BBC 
don’t cover it as we 11 i C h nine 19 is 
was suggested in this miKi/ine re 
eently. them they eerieiiily eemi it 
well enough fot me 
letwenng over all ispiets of the 
BBC (overage ofeouise is the \oiee 
and presence ol Kiihii Benaud As 
tong as encket is plaved iheic will 
always be arguments Mo l eif these 
arguments because of then subjec 
Ove nature will nevei Ik lesertved 
There can surely be no ugument 
though that Benaud i tir uid iwav 
the best television encket eommerita 
tor that the world h is e e n or is likely 
to hee for a verv look tune 
One hundred pei cent \ussie but 
nut at all (Xker Be n lud h is e me ige d 
as the ualtunate encket eotunmiiK iten 
ol the IV age I hose ot us who 
watched ium play saw it lenniiik of 
course Not until Mikt Bitailev mis 
there evei a eutketei whei could 
ccnninunaate like Rulue Bemud On 
assuming the eaptainev of Austi ilia 
he made sure that his plavcis the 
pubiK and the media all kiMw evictlv 
what was happening On tiH field we 
would set him putting his inn round 
Alan Davidseiu md ptrsuidmg that 
nn St admirible of eiicketing 
hypeiehondiiacs that he had at least 


onf over left in him befoit he paid his 
daily visit to the treitment table That 
last emi of eouise would often end 
up be mg h ili i dozen 
Nor w i Kiehit ifrnd to show his 
jov when his team c ipturcd a vital 
wieket Jlitie iie still tradition ilists 
who bl ime Ik mud s ehspl lys eif unftt 
tend JOV Un opening the door tor 
whit Ihtv ite IS the sukcning inties 
ul todIV s pliytrs kissing md end 
dling eaeli otlici at the slightest l\ 
(U^t Whit nemstnse llu plivers 
joy IS 111 (le t I joy tei be hold ()rie of the 
s iddtSt sight in ( 111 ke ting history tor 
me w IS th( low key minnet m whiih 
Jim I iktr ind his fieldsmen rc 
sponded to llu fill ol wiikets in ins 
histone howling [Kriormance at Man 
the ster in 19% Jims television lom 
mentanes have made it clear to us 
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With BBC collwgue Tom Qnvonoy 


since that he is definitely not the most 
excitable person m the world btiU, if I 
had taken 19 wiekets m a Test and 
especially a^inst Australia 1 think I 
would have taken a It if out of Derek 
Randall s book and turned lartwhecls 
on the field 

Benaud was also quick to establish a 
rapport with the media He was really 
the pioneer of in depth interviews 
with lest eaptams befoie dunngand 
after the game If David Gower felt 
like Lursirig such public relations 
trailbiaring as he forced himself 
through those five successive post 
humiliitiun fete a fetes with Peter 
West duruig the blaekwash of 19M 
he equally had leasun to offei a silent 
prayer ol thanks to Benaud s ground 
work of the 1 ite 1950s and t arlv 19fi0s 
as he revelled in the euphona of tlie 
already celebnted Ashes wmnmg in 
terview on the Oval baleonv with the 
same Mr West last year 

Allied to the communications skills 
so evident m Benaud s commentaries 
IS his mmte knowledge of encket 
encki 11 letiis ind encket psychology 
Ihis quilitv was dso there tor all to 
set durmg his reign as his countiv s 
captun Put m the sunplest term-, 
you dont skipper sides i nfunmg 
such bowlers is hr ink Mi son Ron 
Gaunt (lordon ReiJe Slasher 
Mackay Lmdsiv Kluu and Johnny 
Martin fo e m s v ii tones over power 
ful (ombm ifions from England and 
WestJndie without being a very good 
captain mdeed 

(he complementary skills of com 
munication and a sharply analytical 
eiicketmg mind were seen working in 
harness more and more often as 
Benaud s playing caieer approached 
Its end 1 reniemiter a television inter 
view given to Brian Johnston at the 
end of the 1%1 Australian tour m 
which Benaud simply used the ques 
tions as a launching pad Fixing that 
now familiar gaze on the camera lens 
he embarked on a senes of eompre 
hensive and articulate answers I 
watched that interview agam last sum 
mer dunng a ram break m one of the 
Test matches and it stands the test of 
time exceedingly well Indeed aspmng 
Test eaptams would do wek to watch 
It and use It as a maBterdass 
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Benaud the writer was catching the 
eye around that timt too Theie were 
cnsp challenging newspaper articles 
and two books Wiflow Pattern') and 
Spin Me A Spinner which were un 
usual m that they contained not a trace 
of hterary ghostlincs Fven now 
when we aie used to the likes of 
Brearley Willis and Roebuck jpving us 
highclass encket hleiature from the 
player s viewpoint these books would 
make us sit up and take notice In 
thfcir own era they had few nvals 
I always telt that there was a 
Fingletonian quahtv about Benaud s 
unting of that period When he Unik 
the next logical sltp and entered the 
field of broadcasting is ont of the 
summansers I could still sec similar 
ities to hingo What a pleasure it was 
in those da>s to hear the 'Xustralian 
tones of one or other of these gentle 
men summing up the state of the- 
game m tsiiical no nonsense manner 
Ihcrt was nt ve t time fot humbug but 
alwavs time lo'" lumiout 

Iht ti insfonnition to television 
was inevitable end Be n lud lias pone 



Even the rein does not dampen Benaud s enthusiasm for the game 


on tt arve i unique niche feir himself 
in this sphere What John Ailott was 
to encket on t idio Kiehie Benaud is 
to cnekei on te levision Let us consid 
e I some of his qualitie s Like ail gexxl 
commentators he knows when to 
speak and when to le 1 the action spe ik 
for Itself He is brave enough to be 
wise before the event unlike most of 
his colleagues who prefci to purvey 
their pearls ol wisdom imicd with the 
benefit oi lundsight 

An example fiom the meimentous 
summer of 19«l springs to mind As 
Ian Botham reached lus eentuiv at 
Headingley Biearley appe ucd on the 
balcony and signalled to him Benaud 
remaiked Mike Brearlev has )ust 
told Botham to stick aiound 11 he 
slicks around much longer we II he 
starting to wonder wliat Pnglands 
bowlers will do on this pilch 

I remember thinking at the time 
that It sounded fanciful Now it strikes 
me as a classic piece of encket com 
mentary 

Aiiother of Benaud s talent^ is a 
knack tot producing the ipt phrase at 
the appropriate moment When Rod 
Marsh m the midst of a larc off day at 
Edgbaston in the 1981 Prudential I ro 
phy ensnared a streaker who liad run 
on to the playing field Kichiequif^d 
That's the thing Rodney Marsh 
has caujE^t today ’ Two memths later 
m the Old Tra&ord Test, as Botham 
bogsi to wann up for his durd succes 


Mve mine It with some scorching off 
'<ide boundaries Benaud again found 
lilt nglil reiiiaik 1hc ball may be 
ovt 1 the rope s he said but the 
\usti ilians ate light on the m 
Like all populai TV performers 
Benaud has built up a re pc rfout ol 
citchphraics Ihtics hi the air but 
si/e' and then again then is In ih 
iir and gone' 

A missed cateli is dismissed hconi 
calls hv Put It down I he lone ol 
volte lieie is dll import iiit is it is 
when some one s stumps go flvmg and 
wiv Ritlue sums it up in two telling 

Like all good 
commentators he 
knows when to speak 
and when to let the 
action speak for itself 
He IS brave enough to 
be wise before the 
event, unlike most of 
his colleagues who 
prefer to purvey their 
pearls of wisdom 
armed with the benefit 
of hindsight 


woid Bowled him' 

\ii ithi 1 ’idle He n tud tiuk is to call 
the runs i ooii i i bilsman pliys a 
stroke ^nn ingh he is nuly 
wiong Be true the hill hti left the 
sqvnre he will i I mi' or ijood 
shot lot (hit 

llieit I il i'( leeei lii\ Benaud 
se-ll ontii 1 Ih I j( I Iwavs able 
te ektiihlinsel t ii *1 letion and 
hi I Ilf II I litv 1 ) u dibit Only 
one e I M 1 It e li is he allowed 
hi iiKli) Mil II ippioaeliuighiU 
It in lint H. 1 >1 w I 1 It cent as 
list siimmi 1 will till sifi^t of Htl 
diteh tin li m I 1 ) le junkic Lmn 
tiling inti bis 1 u t/t luutine vet 
agnn wa tu t e niieli lot even 
Rielue lomimliit Iti eu toiniiy tia/tg 
hold Oh de II i ii cit ii oh dear he 
willed It Slid I lb 

'^htn veil kU i unitjiu voice and a 
natui 11 mi'll ntv t the ittnbutea 
lilt idv nunttonK il s n t iitficult to 
see whv Rienie Lin id his teach^ 
the pinnaei< it ]> \ inniv with televi 
sums encket w i* hm public buthis 
his popul iiilv hii lit like other partie i 
pints his pull 1 teem hardly 
seemed lobe ilk i bv his tnvedve 
ment in the J’ el 11 \flair 
1-iilute till I (Jndi who IS 
King of the t oi ii u nt itens and look 
foiward to in me non ve ii > of plea 
sure wstihing eruKet to the suave 
aecompanunent o' his inimitable tones 

Wisdtn CniKtt Monttly 
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Cricket itself was the star 

Tony Ijcms salutes Pakistan, India and cricket 


1 HAVI ti. lit / 1 linings in 

1 one d ly 

1 1 1 Miindad 

scored IP 

1 1 Intlu at 

Sharj ih t 

1 i su Cup for 

Piki 111 

f n im|X)rtantly 

1 tu 1 

lid ht showed 

till! 

ill ibout eidssieal 

oft di 

i Hi lite luts 

11 

1 iggliiig to meet a 

i It 

ling md *1 an ovti 

Wll 

i ting bitting partne rs 

11 

1 i you aie like an illey 

1 ' 

1 \id hid the animal 

1 11 

t ot ill to sutyni i 

II ,S 

It the top ot the ordi i 

1 II rli 

got 1 id ol Miidass ir 

1 < Km 

iiid Mohsiti Klitn (who 

l K f luiuseltl It w IS bl for i 

vilit n 1 M 1 

111 gin to Lime III the 

pk i s 1 1 biokin iig si\y 


Sum il u IS tiu kt\ woid Kapil 

pi K HI isi (I limi wi\h I lo t ht I h Is lo 
Miniiwh I s spill Hi piislucl fur uius 
and thill l>\ ihi Tunnm>. ot i hue 


made oneb into twos 

rhe pitch was not is hUpfui to the 
Indian spinners as it had been dunng 
the tournament Nor wc re Pakistan as 
aeLommudatinf; as New Zealand and 
SnLanki had been In fact Kapil did 
not bowl Kirti A/ad it all I would have 
lH.t n tempted to do that but hindsij^ht 
IS I lusurv Kapil necei had 

No one plaver least of all the 
e iptairi should be entieised when an 
anu/in}{ nnteh is plaved So let me 
nlish the fiiiil let Ja\cds hit loi six 
over stiaiKht mid wieket oft a full toss 
bowled b\ Chelan Shamia Do not 
hi mie C he tan t ither If you e ver had a 
eiieket nightmare it would be to find 
xourstlf tunning in to bowl the 1 ist ball 
of I fiftv o\er (ontest between India 
ind Pakistan 

It would not matter whieh side vou 
art on so painful is the thought ui 
defeat But of all the eniketers in the 
world standing at the crease who 


would >ou least like to see’ Viv 
Riebirds Yes But who of all bats 
men would you like to bat for your 
life'* 1 was asked this question at a 
Shariah dinmt party s day before 1 
said JiyedMiindad He is more 
than the allt y cat he is top eat He 
bites scrams and scratches his way to 
runs I leeail a maivellous line of 
i iiek't written by Alan (jibson one ol 
my owm hcreies He desenbed a ten 
tury by Cine Radlt y ot Middlesex as a 
mixture of the ehssit il the baroque 
ind the old Kent road So was Javed s 
supreme innings agiinst Indii in the 
Vistnldsia Cup finil full ot fine cover 
dines extiavaginee ind scrambling 
singles Inedsstimt is a littk open 
these days I hit is why ht it minds 
me of 1 fighting eat with his biek to 
the wall I will forexei lelish the 
cot elusion of tins match Poor Chetan 
Sharma trying to bowl i yorktr send 
mg dowm a full toss and seemg it 
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Th«ben*ficlarles: dasliliHJ Mlandad and elegant Vengsarkar 


slogged straight out of the ground. 
That is some nightmare. 

It was a great game and although 
Pakistan beat India the real winner— 
here comes the cliche—was cricket. 
Winning too, was cricket in Sharjah. 

At the start of the final Gavaskar 
and Srikkanth composed the perfect 
opening partnership. Gavaskar— 
steady and controlled, Srikkanth— 
volatile and scintillating. This part¬ 


nership was also a collector’s piece. 
Sunil played It wisely, giving his part¬ 
ner his head. Srikkanth flogged the 
Pakistan bowling which panicked and 
gave him long hops and space to cut 
away outside off-stump. Sunil looked 
as compact as ever. He plays within 
his personal arc of movement, he 
never goes outside. Even when he hit 
the ball back over the top of the 
bowler's head he always struck it 


when it was under him—when he was 
on top of it. The Sharjah tournament , 

' this thne saw Sunil at his best. 

The recall of Dilip Vengsarkar j 
worked well. He played a beautifully 
judged innings of fifty. As a former 
En^and captain I have worries. 1 see | 
a prospect, when India come to Eng- i 
land, of sharp competition among the 
top order batsmen, Azharuddin, 
Vengsarkar, Sandeep Patil and Mohm- 
der Amaniath. Only three can play. 
That is good. All of these batsmen are 
high class players, but each of them 
needs the pressure of one of them 
sitting on the substitute’s bench wait¬ 
ing to get into the side. I am glad, 
however, that Sandeep has been re¬ 
called. He has paid the penalty for 
playing irresponsibly against England 
at Delhi... a much greater penalty 
than Kapil, who helped England equal¬ 
ly by his own careless batting. 

India look in good shape. No one 
can blame them for the loss to Pakis¬ 
tan in the Australasia Cup. If Javed 
had not hit the four required to win the 
final, all the writers would have been 
toasting India. 

As It is, India must take a back seat. 
Pakistan are up front, but I promise 
you, cricket itself was the star. 
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| w( h up on Kndav morning to tht 
all nportant question Sii who is 
«(iin( U) win the final' h si im »l with 
tJu /am roomsetvKt Hit I'lki n 
ni f ommentator m the lift w is nml uK 
confused And the leieptiomst toe 
the impression thit I il n in Id ih< 
eecret of the out i n h t s i ili< 
coUar and the h m o ii n i 

You cant do fm i lil with i 

moming h< lel s ' l i d to turn 
imen.iewti It )) Ih lilliiiidiiv 
er im Inst n loiuiiued 

"tVj//a/j II I (ihii (Pakistan 
will win II I idolination I 
nodek rl 

fti I n I I illiin friend must 
have ii\ I I t till in lus extra 
sensoi I r |j(i HI \lmnst nothing 
exiepi t III him had gone right for 
Piki (I fi 11 I h id s( ot« d the hight st 
U III u il I he Slianih mikct 
gn f I lor smn HI fifty o\( I 
I ilii nu si fiiiitKalof Pakistins 
sii[i|) ifers hid Ireen eowtd irilo u(i 
eeiui 

fit niid iffe moon India si i m< d to 
hive piKketed tilt game Mudass.ii 
wis InpiJtd pluinl) in fioiit of the 
wukd tot '■> Kanue/ Kija tell to 
Manindtt for lO Mohsin Klein was 
bowled by Mid in I il foi Ih whiU 
Silim Malik tail himselt out lor 
Pakistan wi ii 111) ioi lour in the fist 
ove r A I h isi of 1 Mi t un-* m 19 ovi rs 
sUKJd trelwcin Pakistan ind the im 
possible A journalist friend witfi a 



Miandad earns his 
benefit 

And Pakistan win their first 
international one day tournament. 
Mudar Patherya reports. 







thousdnd dirhams on India at 2 J I 
looked hke getting home m a cantt> , 

Three batsmen waited padded up ' 
Imran, Manzoor Elahi md Abdul 
Qadir When Snkkanth from fly slip 
threw to bowler Shastn to leave Mabl | 
stranded midway the next natuial 
choice down the batting order was i 
Imran However, Imran gambled witli 
Qadir—with the bat 

Qadir lifted Shastn lor a straight six 
as soon as he came in 1 he green flags 
came on view Meanwhile Miandad <■ 
singles and twos kept the scoreboard 
moving At 147 for four in the IHth 
over, we fitted oui Pepsis to the 
middle Miandad had got his fift> off 72 
balls 

The pair lasted till 181 befort^ Ka 
man Lamba, running aiound in cuctes, 
caught Qadir lor 34 It was the catrh 
of the match Six and a half overs to 
go, bS to make Fhe Pakistani section 
of the stadium appealed to he watch 
mg a suspense thniler tirst dav first 
show If I didn t hear tlicir hcatt beat 
It was because the journalist on my 
left was making preiinunarv negotia 
tions to double his stake 

My diary has recorded thf ‘equ 
ence from the 4bth over Miandad 
hfted Madan Lai out of the ground lot 
sue like an expert conversion from the 
half Ime Pakistan 202 for five Mian 
dad ran a two I hen heaved one out 
for four Pakistan 208 The characteis 
m this scheme of things were showing 
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■ 4?' reluctance tO be imprisoned bv tfn ir 

'.•3' " 
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Imran tried to cut and nils'll-d at 
209, Six runs later. Elah) droci in the 
air and tlie ball disappc-.in d int<i Slias.- 
tf. W tri’s hands at loii« nfl .'tmin.i l\\o ;ind 
half overs to u’>- •'>! ’•< cct, three 
' wickets in hand :''til! Indi.i name, my 
M jounalist neinbhi;iii m/nniied me. 

I 


Miandad's nil cbetaii Sharma 
that over len- • <( ihr ti-..sues. Another 
pu^-ManiiiMi i '.".imI It on the bound¬ 
ary lint nd .MiriiKtid was raising his 
bat lot tl.i t,rs' ml crnatiunal hundred 
seen on the iimund 

fnokt'd to be tiring when 
Akr.ini i (. i/dn l beat Kapil’s throw and 
was lui' .ml loi three. 236 for eight. 
10 nci iitd III five balls. Miandad to 
faio. thcian Sharma’s tutorial con 
(Ini led In' Kajiil. 

I'oui oti first ball. Six runs, four 
(sills I'.inny saved a certain four at 
Iwi kward square leg. A single. Five 
runs in three halls, /^ukianiain. iiooi- 
soul, swung and missed. Five runs in 
two balls and one wicket to go. 
Tauseef Ahmed lacing. Chetan Shar¬ 
ma ill file start ot his run up... our 
journalist friend trying to hedge his 
bet... Shanna running ml o rhythm... no 
takers, bet unhedged...Sharma howl- 
s...Tauseef half runs, hall prod- 
s...Azharuddin fields, .throws at ihe 
stumps, misses ... rauseet home. 
Four runs otf the last b;ill. Miandiid to 
lace. Hell, wliere has tins journalist 
disappeared? 

Where was 1? lih? Yes, the last 
ball. I timed it. CheUm Slmrina con¬ 
templating what history’s secret might 
be; Javed Miandad’s.-' The same. It 
took four minutes. West Indians nor 
mally bowl an over ii\ that time. 

Stianna bowled a full toss. Miandad 
pullet] it, only heard. Kumoiir was that 
Pakistan had won. 


F IFIA years trom now when this 
writer is eligible lor his memoirs. 
Miandad's may still have been the 
greatest one-day innings he ever saw. 

Miandad’s 116 not out during the 
final excelled on several counts. For 
one thing, the pressure of the situa¬ 
tion never appeared to get to him. 
Secondly, he [weed lus innings pre- 
ciseh Ittiandad’s first fifty came in 72 
balls His next 66 runs off only 411. Hts 
first half century contained no fours. 
The latter half of his imungs was 
different. Very, very different. If at 
the start he was circumspect—he sur¬ 
vived an Ibw first ball—his end was 
( savage. Poetry and murder lived in 
l^him together that afternoon. 


Cover iS^Y 


Gavaskar and Srikkanth, on the one 
hand, almost won the cup for India. 
Gavaskar on-drove Akram out of the 
blockhole for four witlun minutes of 
the start. Then Srikkanth pulled Elahi 
over square leg, and two balls later hit 
the suffering bowler over his head. 
Srikkanth square cut Akram in the 
eleventh over and pulled again a cou¬ 
ple of balls later. AH fours. 

Gavaskar wasn’t to be omitted from 
this plan of things. He drove Elahi for 
four and never moved. A hook for four 
off the next ball had got India her fifty 
in the twelfth over. Boundaries had 
been the revenue of more than half of 
that tally. Elahi's first four overs had 
cost Pakistan 25 runs. 

Srikkanth's innings was an hour or 
so of bnliiant net practice. He square 
drove Mudassar for four, bisecting 
third man and the point boundary. 
'I'wo balls lat(‘r, Srikkanth played the 
same shot. Malik dived at short third 
man and Akram at deep widish third 
man. Another four. Geometrically, 
Snkkanth couldn't have placed it more 
('xactly. 

Imran turned to Qadir. We warmed 
with interested. Srikkanth hit the leg 
spinner in a graceful parabola out of 
the ground. The Indian hundred had 


come up in 20,4 overs. Srikkanth hit 
the last baU of the over for the 
‘escalator shot. ’ It just climbed for six. 

By the time SrOdianth was out for 
75 at 117, he had scored two against 
every single by Gavaskar. But now 
the latter took over. Gavaskar hit 
Tauseef over his head, then on-drove 
Elahi for four. But the pick of Gavas¬ 
kar’s vintage was his late cut off Elahi. 
He put his left foot across, close to the 
line. TTien Gavaskar ^ched back 
gently, dropped his wrists and de¬ 
flected the to tlurd man. Gavaskar 
got a single; the late cut was never a 
business stroke. Imran and Akram, 
dropping Gavaskar, showed the good 
sense not interrupting a breathtaking 
innings. 

I am lugging my typewriter west¬ 
wards to Kuwait en route to Bagh¬ 
dad. A Lebanese and an Egyptian are 
on either side. One of them picks up a 
copy of the day’s newspaper from the 
seat in front and gives it the quick 
east-west. There is a photograph of 
Miandad slugging legwards under a 
gaudy fonthead: "The golden shot”. 
Our neighbour is not interested. He 
folds it back and replaces it with as 
much emotion as he had taken it. 



Wm MiandMI out first bsll? Psndit thouglit sol 
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Qadir, the catalyst of Imran's experiment, did his job to perfection 


For me a holiday sketches ahead jj. 
However there is one nagging p 
thought before 1 unroll this hist sheet | 
from my typewnter It irks me 
Axharuddin s throw off the sectmd last 
ball of the matih He had about ten 
feet to throw 1 auseef was half a pitch 
awav In fart, Azhar could have just 
walked across and remoced the bails 
He threw He missed The inaugural 
Austral Asia Cup had been lost—and 
won 

I NDIA had won the match b> lunch 
The crowd seemed to know it 
Lunching in’the guests loom con 
firmed the whiff 1 wo gentlemen who 
had winged in specially from Lahore 
lamented the decline of Pakistan c nek 
et There is so much politics in the 
side one said A lady to niy left was 
quite specific in her cutKism Imran 
Khan should ritiu Sbjidi kdt At 
usko db ghdt hasM km ihdhni (he 
should gel marritd and raise a fami 
Iv; Iht Indun niillionaiK expatriate 
within taishol couldnt gtasp the bet 
ting jaigon At'ui holo ni dpa ham 
India At ;< t tnt v pc i Kiraar dirham 
/dffddt 1 wt Indid littt to huniko k\a 
mi/ega udi-' (what will 1 get if 1 put 
KKKJ dirhims on Iridn-') 

I Oulsidt in Indi in pitssmaii got the 
' following tdtx tioni Ills editor ur 
I g« nl stop troni live action looks like I 
i Inili 1 going to win slop coiict ntiate on j 
b w pii lurts and coloui stop patkt t to 
reach Bombay tonight stop Bv 2 k) 
pm Pakistan 40 odd for tw our . 
tnend had left tiu ground lo take tht ' 

night flight hoint' 

Ihe progitss ol Pakistans innings 
quietened hei supptirlers like Ltltii 
fans at tht Kingtrs end Pakistan ) 
wtn llOfoiioui liidn had iht niatdi 
wrappid up 

1 he first c rii s of na ir i < t ikbet r 
broke out lather lusitintlv aftti (jadir 
had hit Shastn lor i stiaight si\ it 117 
for four lht\ had bttn expanded to 
aeeumudale '\a and Pikistin 
zmdabad b\ the time tht score had 
doubled 

When the winning run was scoied 
Imran was among tht first who haitd 
into the ground to chnr Miandad oil 
The crowd jumped the tenet and 
overran the police men I he ir a'satians 
were of no use Miandad was jostled 
enthusiasts slapped his back some 
caught his cap others wett tneith 
cemtent to touch him In the process 
Miandad had to be almost tatned 
through in a wave into tiie dressing 
room Hie Indians disappeared into 
the door as anonymously as nickels m 


a parking meter 

Outside the atmosplieie had to be 
experienced to be believi'd Young 
bovs were irv mg with delight some 
one went up and kissed the polieemaii 
guarding tht dressing nxim a crowd 
had submerged tht gates through 
which tht Pakistanis weie lo make a 
tnumphanl exit and even fuithcr down 
the road a ptutession was in prog 
ress In all the tdmasha, I w as 

luckt 1 didn t havt to pay for mv taxi 
back home’ 

Hie exuberance took time to fi/zle 
out I ater that ening at the otfieial 
function d Pakistani businessman 


aniumnit d gold int dais tt>r t aeh ol hts 
Lountic s side Miuidad iXKketed ten 
thousand diihams plus three and a half 
thousand dollars for his dream t tfort 
Besides being a major bcteieiary of 
the tournament he addt d to his col 
lection a thtque of fifty thousand 
dultais As a gestuie of gratitude 
Miandid presented the Kit with which 
he had hit the winning* run to Bukhatuf 
In turn Bukhntir ajctiom d the bat tor 
fifteen thousand dirhams and directed 
the money to Miandad himself 
Whoever had unwithuiglv remarked 
that Miandad had earned his benefit, 
was right m more senses than one. 







P tht Middk! Fast thuL 

I IS finly one thin>i more 
tnchanting than Dubii by 
djy Dubai bvni^t ^nd 
we weavt through ilu iil 
bon of tars from I i ) i 
Dubai and hi I if 
vcrbation im 11 

der<i to i ( 

Ct l( ki t I 

to exp I r I Ik 

t ixi r I 

nuui 

Si f /u /Id 

/if^l I If c >1 iplt 

<0(1' hap 

p< I I hull ID 1 ht 
Sii ! lilts his 

If I II II till riJtuit 
I f I I lihtiompiU 

I I /uri kit'll fxiltf’i 
III tw ill I III ht I kt I ntkt t 

It III kUi ll I bl III) s ikt I 
11« iimoi mt I’t sh iw in 
|)lu is( s It unique l\ 1 1/ 
kiwi klskl siith hiJti-' 
Ilu I'jtiun dnvtr sfiugs 
ifi Uu livsiuu K l(/l 
/ii\ I kiiti ll t} luijn I 
(k 1 1 )iD p/ill (Jiiii h lib int I 
(Iho)[) ni mi h iitlil i H ill ib 
puf^ilfjin ttihin I UD 
k\i’ 



SlARIAHDiARy 


CI u kt t IS i qu isi ttligiun 
for die invoK id 1 ht Indi in 
tt im vns in toloui on the 
from p igt of tht (lull \t H s 
tht tl IV they \Mnf,ed in from 
Homh IV C 111)1 rvs tlitkt d 
and i lucked whtii tht Au 
ssit slit p ht pped to piom 
olt Austiiliin tonsumtr 
Items G IVisk 11 inaugur It 
ini^ 1 lestiuruit in Abu 
Dhabi itceivid immediite 
visuil itlenlion Moie in 
ttitstini,lv the ball to bill 
tidt o l ipt s of the Indii Sn 
I inki ID Itch attritUd i 


primiutn of sorts a couple 
of di>s aftti It) save the 
Kites Dubu tele vision had 
switchtd of live transnus 
Sion So the t assettes were 
flown in from Bombay' 
Shirjihs tiyst with 
intket ditcs back bv Inlf i 
dt c idc G iv isk u wrote 
wi> bvtk in the seventies 
1 ctiekeUr colleague ol 
mint who hid spent i ye nr 
in the Gulf nsked mt if we 
would be mtere sted in t ik 
ing a team to Shiqah He 
also informed me that Sh ir 


jah was only a 20 minute 
dnvt from Dubai That was 
the first tune I had heard 
the name Sharjah 

Gavaskar seemed to 
have been highly impressed 
by the plate He feels that 
the success in Sharjah was 
the mspiratiCHi for Muscat 
Bahrain and Kuwait hosting 
similar matches in the re 
tent past Gavaskat s sole 
grouse IS inten stuig If a 
compl lint has to be made it 
IS quite simply about the 
lack ot complnncntancs 
for the players Sinte the 
phyers arrived lust ui tune 
for the touiney it is hffi 
cult for them to orgmisc 
tickets and most Indian and 
Pakistani plavets have re la 
lives or mends who refuse 
to believe that players aie 
not given complementary 
tickets 

However there is a 
cloud The diminishing 
itUndance is being viewed 
with i oncern 1 wo 

loumimcnts a stison may 
be I bit too much for the 
enthusiasts here feels 
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Saifuddin Zoomkawala a 
rej^tar fixture at a cnckct 
match m Sharjah There 
are a few reasons for this 
he feels 'ITie tickets are 
fairly high prices at 
Dirhams 30 W and 8() for 
each match and 125 for the 
entire season Not every 
one can afford it Secondly 
It IS difficult for people to 
get away from offices and 
attend the cricket Ihe 
system of remuneiation in 
the fcmiidtes is on the daily 
wage structure if one mis 
ses out on five days work it 
can .imount to a proportion 
ate cut m pav Moreover 
the recession in the oil 
market has ltd to tighten 
ing up procedures all over 
Rcticnchnunl is being re 
soiled to As 1 result fht 
number of txpitiialcs an 
gt idu illv diminishing In 
this contex the future of 
the gant in Shii ih is not 
vtrv blight I out till V the 
st idium looked iithci 
vacuous this Unit be i lusc 
the capKii vcis txpindtd 
tioni 1 i IKK) to A) (KK) In 


spite of the above factors, 1 
cannot see the crowd thm 
ning below 8 (M)0 That 
should be the resistant 
level of the interest here 
Ihe Arab is as ignorant 
as the heathen m his know 
ledge of the game Official 
patronage has been re 
served for camel racing 
the tnlial hentage of the 
dtscit kingdom hot an cx 
act account of the (iiand 
National (sic) in Dubai one 
has to flip hick Ihe Guar 
dun by a couple ol years 
hrank Keatings version 
leads It IS like nt w mat 
ket tianslcrred in a dieain 
lo Weston Supei Marc 
Iht wood fenced trick 
stretc ht s inlcniiinablv to a 
sandy distant heat hi/c 
Binocuiats ire no good 
\ou can spot the fickls 
progiess only bv its snow 
billing tolling cloud of 
dust Outside the fence it 
Aintuc IS a paiallel ti itk 
on which the i icc is fol 
lowed by a fleet ol cats uid 
V ins tiavi liiiig St about 12 
inph 1 cstimiU Iht IV 


cameia truck leads the pa 
rade it is the only vehicle 
clear of the dust I he tacts 
themselves aie as inter 
minable as a Bedouin s paU 
ence they distance be 
twten eight and 21) km 
For speed the rounded 
bulbous curve ol their 
chi Sts IS fuithei from their 
ftont legs that looks posM 
ble "Ihe loekeys perch 
almost on their tills and 
carry i luge bimbcxi stick 
which mostly they lub on 
the side of tlicu inimils 
neck at difkrenl siitids as 
il to gene I lit iliythmu 
gc ar change s — w hu h in 
deed you I an sec they do 
lilt skew will wonky 
tiblid gill of 1 c line I let 
ilonc its lugubtious buck 
toot I It d expitssion niikc 
tlic racing comic lo in out 
side I Iht Icngtli of (lit 
nets intl the iompirali\t 
lick of ocetdtive until Iht 
end -which can be tvitiiig 
tnoiigh—mikes it no sui 
piise that suddenly this 
neck of the woilds wcxids 
has taken with such enthu 


siasni 1(1 ciuktt Biti 
sports some would su 
have the ap{H il < I watchiiic 
the grass grow 

laleoniy is anolhc i 
obsession Ihiee thousmcl 
years ago so the binU 
Sdv tiunlers in the Middlt . 
Fast were alrt idy pursuinc, 
quairy with their buds >1 
picy \n archacologic il 
remnant shows in Asscti m 
with 1 laic on on his wrist 
Ir lining is of prune m 
poll mee in the discipline ol I 
1 likon ihe young one i 
attached to i perch iiici 
1 lught t) wing onto i | 
glcntd bind II only to lx 
kd ol gently stickccl Iht 
iiLX* stigc IS to fly out and 
sc lycrigt legs ol nit it fis 
Idled by istiiiiy 
I Mcnsicc [Kiiilniig liad 
placed sexcral breeds of 
this biicl in dingci ol tx 
Unction An otiiciil decitt 
ills nnde it piolcctcd 
iiid subicct to puisuil only 
foi tlx s ikc ol t lie oni \ iiid 
com sing 

MiKtor Ratiwn'a hw Sharjah 
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A CUP full of dollars 


World Championship of 
Cricket 1985 have been the 


I N}UR]£S and plain omis- 
Isiontooic their toll on thr 
totmuEEnenL Australia lost 
otd tm Uie services of Albn 
Border. The New /.iMl.iiitJ 
i side was nearl.v li.'ln-d, 
with Hadlei. t. oiiey, 
Wrig^it (last n.jh.Jif injury), 

: Reid and M,', : opung out. 

Pakistan miised Imran 
' Khan (oi tiicnr opening 
match ik'.iMist Australia. “I 
was lui on the calf muscle 
by an HI swinger during the 
Asia v..up. 1 was advis^ by 
tlir physiotherapists to rest 
tlK' leg. It was sprinting 
which could damage the 
muscle. That is why I de¬ 
cided to refrain from play 
ing the opening match,” he 
s^. Imran felt that he had 
made the mistake of re¬ 
luming to play competitive 
cricket before having frilly 
recovered once before, 
only to aggravate, he com- 
plamed further. “1 did not 
want to make the same 
mistake agam," he said. 

The Austral-Asia Cup is 
not the only instance attri¬ 
buted to the might of the 
petro-doUar. 'Phis writer 
came across a fairly in¬ 
teresting cutting in a local 
dafly, the contents of which 
he .decided to despatch. It 
concerned the first-ever 
Dubai "powerboat race" 
and keeping the prize 
money in mind, easily the 
richest race to be held in 
the world. The total pve- 
away amount figured to 
Dirhams 233,000 (Rs 
8,15,500), an unbelievable 
sum for a first-ever com- 
pefition. And that too in¬ 
volving ^tries—seventy in 
this cas6—from mainly the 
Gulf States. The list of 
prizes went somewhat like 
this (hold your breath):— 
Dirhams 50,000 plus a 
4WD landcruiser and two 
first-class tickets, Dubaj- 
Cairo-Dubai. Incentives 
contim^d in a descending 
order for lesser .winners. 
The last Ime was'h master- 


jiiece of sorts: “...the fif¬ 
teenth prize is one eco¬ 
nomy class ticket, Dubai- 
Karachi-Dulm 
The Austral-Asia Cup, 
the first of its nature, is 
reckoned to be the one 
with the largest prize 
money at stake in the his¬ 
tory of the game—US dol¬ 
lars 110,000. The earlier 
sponsors—Rothmans—fo¬ 


und their precious exercise 
slightly expensive and with¬ 
drew this time. Patronage 
was however forthcoming. 
The Government of Shar¬ 
jah stepped in with their 
support. The result has 
been the third most impor¬ 
tant toited-overs tourna¬ 
ment in the world for sheer 
rartidpating strength. The 
Prudential Cup and the 


only other competitions 
better represented, 

“Who is this man?” Was 
a query posed by not one, 
but two joumalists r^rt- 
ing the competition. They 
had slipped up on the 
identity of an aloofish swea- 
tered denizen of the Press 
box. Vijay Hazare! 

Among Vijay Hazare's 
contributions that adorn a 
statistical manual, his two 
ceiituries in the Test 
against Australia receive 
prime mention he did so at 
Adelaide in 1947-48, walk¬ 
ing in when India was three 
down for 69. Hazare scored 
116 and his side advanced 
to a more respectable 324. 
However, Australia’s 674 
dwarfed India's chances of i 
survival. At none for two, 
defeat appeared inevitable, i 
It was Hazare to the act 
again. This time with 145. 

It took 23 years for another 
Indian to do the same in a 
match for the country. 

Hazare referred to an 
interesting incident during 
the course of the tour. 
During the game against 
South Australia, Hazare 
scored 95. He hooked two 
shoK ones out of Ins pre¬ 
sence. Bradman walked up 
to his bowler. Hazare 
observed: “I do not know 
what Bradman said but the 
look on his face showed 
frank incredulity. I got the 
impression that he won¬ 
dered how a batsman could 
despatch those balls to the 
fence. He seemed to be 
making a mental note of 
this. When 1 played at Ade¬ 
laide again m the fourth 
Test I sent two sizzling 
bouncers from Miller to¬ 
wards the mid-wicket 
boundary in similar fashion. 
Miller approached his cap¬ 
tain and requested for an 
extra fielder. To his sur¬ 
prise and chagrin, Bratfatian 
turned it down and the 



Srikkanthttirew his bat all over tha placs 
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volatile Miller reacted by 
completing the ovei* with 
slow off spinners Bradman 
had probably seen the hitil 
ity of employing tactics 
against me It was a sweet 
compliment to my batting 
but poor Miller, who did 
not know the reason for 
that refusal, gave vent to 
his feelmgs in a tirade 
against Bradman in a'later 
book" 

Hazare was the minor 
Indian beneficiary dunng 
this years tournament in 
Shanah Some forty years 
ago and more, m a match 
against the Hindus and the 
Rest of India—Hazare is 
among the only four Christ 
lans to have played for In 
(ha—Hazare s side put up 
387 His personal contnbu 
tion was JOT 

The transformation from 
a bamboo skirting ground 
hosting benefit matches for 
cntketers to a lush ex 
panse with an mtenutional 
cup at stake in the space of 
half a decade blends well 
with the diamatically 
changing landscape of this 
desert kingdom Jhe offi 
aal souvenu slates it clear 
ly We have given the he 



Skipper Imran scampara oft for yet another cheeky 
Mlandad single 


direct to the belief Ihit 
cncket is big business an I 
that is why we ait m il 
Rather we have not been 
afraid of spending sonu 
thret milhon Dirhams on i 
scheme that has revamped 
the Shanah«ncket stadium 
into a games fairyland If I 
Old AUadmg and Genu had ' 
been at work they may not 
have been able to reshape 
the old modest stadium 
into the luscious marvel it is 
today 

The major credit for this 
goes to the Packer of the 
East Abdul Rahman Bukha 
tir International cncket m 
Shanah has come to stay 
he states mater of factly 
When he first organised a 
couple of benefit games in 
1981 after launching the 
Cricketers Benevolent 
Pund Senes (CBPS) little 
did he cisuilise the out 
come of his embryonic be 
ginning To me cncket m 
the uAl has outgrown 
from our original scheme of 
thmgs Mv onginal idea 
was to promote the game in 
the IJAF and help Pakistan 
and Indian cncketei s finan 
cuUv and something to hap 
pen in Sharjah—and it lias 


Pindit, Sharma and mllllona of othar Indians felt die match was wrapped up 
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renllv happened even 
btAond my wildest 
dr« inib 

[he Test bepns from 
llus stage m the fife span of 
( BPS Bukhatir umfesscs 
this to be just the prtdit i 
nient he is facing Spt < (i 
tors now take it for gi mit <1 
from us to providt i turn 
tionalcnikul < ' tre 

cnmmitli d i J lour 
nation t< i < nt some 
time III I » >r Novem 
Ixr till 1 

fill t hor< lest inaUh 
hiwt lonlinuts to re 
nn ( 1 m elusne dicam 
It iikuhiniation he hur 
r K dh adds will dept nd on 
till willingness and the 
ivailability of two lest 
playing nations 

To an ob rvti altt nding 
cniket in Shaijah lor the 
fiist tinru the n< h outfield 
IS among thi. fust things 
that c\ok(. appn nation 
I he giound on careful con 
side ration is perhaps as 
tneen as the I d< n (rardens 
III Calcutta 01 any other 
lest venue in Indit 

Keeping this m mind i 
te‘purt on the piojcct to 
iiripltment nalunl glass 
made interesting reading 
Most sporting \tiiws in 
Dubai and the Ctulf faced 
one speeifii piobieni e irlicr 
on that ol flushing the salts 
out ul the soil Salt hoiii 
fertilise!s is well as imgi 
turn Mate I used to collect 
onthtsiulace the le by kill 
mg the glass 

Wh<n after sevcn vc iis 
ol artiluiiil giis<- pitches 
till surfiee hid thinned 
eoiisidet ihl\ i new tests 
lant tibie hid to he 
ivohed 1 xpeits eliilked 
out the followint progiani 
me to achieve just iKit 
IIk re It Vint sites wete 
dug to a di‘pth of hill i 
nit tre with two dnitiigt 
li\> !*< ot gn\< 1 loiinui(. the 
lemci bisi di\ide d though 
by a yyaleiproot mein 
Inane \ senes ol soil 
lave I' lompnsing nutiunts 
sue has gypsum lignite and 
I SI meeel meil were added 
I he gi ass was sown in June 


Hid uound 90 davs later 
the lit w ]nt(lies were used 
tor the tirsl time \n cm 
eyt*n giowth was notue 
able at slirt but gradually 
eye lied out to a well 
preened playt'd area 
Interested Indun sport 
mg please note 

Duliai clubs hive express 
ed then satislacUon ovei 
this piece ol geological mg 
I unity success by this 
method IS guai ante ed The 
total pioetduie foi thiee 
pitches set the loothail 
clubs in Dubai back by 
Dll hams thiec million' 

It there w IS anything 
heie in Shariah which eon 
fused Uit wits out ol anv 
Inidy it w is till loi mat of 
tilt touinanw nt Cone's 
poiule nts and tolloweis 
ipirt the strueture of the 
pUiying sysum dt iiiitd the 
linins ol the players and 
oftivials as well Ihe (\u 
stialim side sumnioned a 
te em meeting to thrish out 
the iintlimelies— and got it 


all wrong 
The kev to it however 
wis seeieted away m the 
lower nght comti of an 
inconspuuous pige of a 
supple me nt to a local daily' 
Sinie the touniiment prop 
ti dealt wiili geftmg foui 
teams foi the semifinals 
out of a field of five the 
issue centibd around Ihe 
method of elmunation of 
that uniortuniite side 
Noyy let ns i insitki tlu 
piling Itself Ni \i /< il inri 
played liidii inci 1 ikist in 

I iced All It til I i lit two 

yyinntis eiinhlicd loi the 
senii tin ils wulimit i 
botliei Iw ) inou sides 
hid 1 t)« ( ilk (I upon lo 

conipkli the louisomt len 
tilii p 111 tse ^n I inki b\ 
yiiui I winium, ihe \sii 
Clip e 1 I bv( inlo llie 

I 1 liiiii Suite both \ii 
'Mill iiui New A ikiid 

II (1 lost ihe til si lyyo 
ntalilies the ekbiU it 
\tilted irouiid who yytmlel 
he touiIII side lo play in the 


semi finals 

Ihe official gubbledy 
gook decreed thus “for 
semi finals wmnei of quar 
ter finals one and two will 
qualify along with the Asu 
Cup winntis and the lower 
in the quarter finals by the 
narrowest margin 

Ihe key words lake 
note ait nanowest mar 
gin How in hell can the 
statistician distinguish be 
tween i loss by tliiee wick 
ets by one side ind a loss 
bv say 41) tuns by 
anothei llypollu lie ally 
speaking only 

Ihe CHI'S deyistd an 
ingc nious t xc h ingt rate s 
tor the lollowmg A loss of 
n runs w IS eciuiv ileiit to i 
loss b\ one wit kit ton 
veitmg ill inn losse s into 
wickct losses tlieiehy 
facilitating coiiipiiisori So 
if 1 ide lost 1 )\ " 11 uns llu 
conceisioii would woik out 

10 five witkt Is I or i loss 
by /b iiins howeitt it 
would Im six wickets 

I he m mil il ol the eob 
bledygool Ind the list ly 
In the cytnl ol two 
tc nils losing by t (pi ti m it 
gin tin n ihc te ini with the 

1 1 It I iiin I lU will i|U liili 
Kiel loi llu sc mi tin il 

1 he Nt w A 1 iiul I 11 
(|U ilitit d loi tht I )i III 
pi 111 h \IIIII II mu In 

I It s, 1 I KI thin \ I 
mill mist I’ll 1st in 

II Kill ipt iin II 1(1 
It n to lit sitisliid witli 

III side s peiiorinincc in 
liu lost iintili lunnst In 
(in \\t shocked tlu pints 
(lit tlu woild Inmpiotis 
incI in doinu o px ved th it 
It is I lot ot House tnt to sav 
th It tht sue ct ss ot the Neyy 
A ihndtis in ucciit tears 
Il IS bt c u base d on one oi 
tw< pineis tlu nnnigei 
Ktii Dt IS slid Wt Its 
tilled our upuiition with 
some cyccllcnt bowling iiitl 
lu Idiiiu he ideltd V\itli i 
bit ol cxli I luck Nt yy /t t 
land iiiighl iia\c won but in 
the end i touplc ol big hits 
St lied tlu gimc Im us 
chipped in IcttCi iwe 
Mh^ Mharjw thmlah 



Ranatunga run out for 28 
against India did not 
have much to smile 
about but his 
teammates spirits 
<above) revived as Sri 
canka fought back late in 
the match 



Royal Air Font st<ition 
tlint ditadts ijto !lu 
lailv Kanits wiu iilaytd 
on tlu subA/i I wUh nt illiti 
a (oi» rt t( WK ki t noi in it 
SotiK ol ilu K'lnKs wtu 
t\cn plated on Iht lunwat 
ol the old Shan ill mpoil 

Ihit inituil entlin iisin 
his niusliioonu (I I Ik 
I t iRiRs liukli itii ind Dili 
10 fmuit IS iinonp tlu 
niaior oius 1 lit olluis 1o 
hilt I < tn 01Kmistd 
fiUhotiijli on a limiUd stale 
h ivt bitn the Kin 
llainoofhh It iRUt ol Abu 
Ulnbi Iht Indo I’ak 
It iRue tlu Qaid t A/.irn 
liophv ind till K i\ liin 
Cosnui k ii,iit Uu Itsstt 
It if'ui shut t nsuif d pull 
iipition ol iliost suits not 
(omtuUnt tnouph lc i|iia) 
ill lor Iht Itukhatn k nut 

1 ast month a ni u lor 
in It IV IS t haikt d up I out 
(t nns i\( u St li I ti d 
I mil lit s I’ iki t III i ml 
tilts Jndii I niiiUs Sn 
I inka mil 1 iiiii lU s I hii 
itisil 

In (ht iiul luit Ills 
told Some yt ii s ipti tlu 
Bank ol Oman dtft ited tlu 
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SunH <3awi9fc«r, Min of Ihi 
Sertei, toormf Mi ZOOOIn nm 
in one^liy crickitlKitfiimd 
timi to Introduco A^wr to i 
now l)n« in headgear 
Chandrakant Pandit (extrenti 
right) survived a crisis on 
debut for India, inspired by the 
competitive fire at the Shar)a& 
stadium , 


■' ' ' 


Sutt Bank of Indu (all but 
oiu had played for India 
earlici) a cirtam Hamted 
junior taking five for fifteen 
In I double wk kt 1 1 ompc ti 
tion m Sharjah some sea 
scMisbiek comprising play 
erb like Clivt Lloyd Kipil 
Dev bandeip Paul linran 
Khan Miandad Botham 
and Stevenbon the Shaijah 
Pair of Munir and Humavun 
Sumar fimshed second' 
The other minor be 
neflaan apart from Harare 
was Wazir Mohammed 
brother of Pakistani lest 
cricketers Sadiq and Mush 
taq Ihe latter wrote of 
Wazu Dunng his playing 
davs Wazir was not merely 
any immber of the side 
hor his knowledge of the 
game both as a tactician 
and as regards to the rules 
and laws of the game one 
could call him tlie encycio 
patdia of cncket On the 
tour of the West indies in 
1958 with AH Kardat 
when Sir OatiKkl Sobers 
scored dbS runs and ere 
ittd the world reem'd in 
Jiinaica the entire crowd 
iin ided the playing field m 
jubilation and earned the 
hero Sobers shoulders 
high Needless to say con 
stderable damage was done 
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to the wicket and, to say 
the least, one targe hole 
appeared right in front of 
the good length. Soon after 
the crowd cleared the are¬ 
na, West indies declared 
their innings. 

“But before Pakistan's 
innings started, Wazir told 
his captain Kardar that he 
may refuse to bat because 
of the damage done to the 
wicket. Kardar was not 
very sure of the mling and 
showed hesitance. But 
Wazir insisted that he 
should inform the umpires 
immediately and that his 
side would not commence 
their innings unless the 
damagewasrepaired.The 
umpires agreed to Kardar's 
demand and the repair job 
was carried out. Until the 
patch was dried more than 
one-third of the day was 
lost, resulting in Pakistan 
not starting their innings 
until the following day and 
saving the Test match. 
Since then, Wazir became 
Kardar’s adviser.” 

M MtMparaneiw: Arntya TinUar 





T he orders from Rio de 
Janeiro are “same again" as 
Brazil, three tuneii World Cup 
winners, prepare their forces 
for the World Cup fi^s m Mexico 
where they entranced the game m 
1970 

Then they boasted the incompara 
bie Pele, Jairainhn I ostao and Ktveh 
no as they swept aside Rumania 
Czechoslovikia defending title 
holders h ngland I’cru Uruguay and 
finally Italy 

Tht yt irs have passed and the 
players {ii\( < hanged But the legend 
of Bra/iinn tnntball lives on a legend 
of a n itHiii uhich turns its bai k on the 
workrati lobots of the game else 
uh< n ind ii(inour<' still the entertain 
<is the nwgiiians the conjurers 
gifted with a technique superior to 
th it louttd in any other country 
Bi lail art I he most fiowc iful coun 
ti y 111 the fcKitball < (immunity 1 heir 
W 1)1 Id Cup ac hievenients (the y w< re 
tlu first country to sc ore a hat tnck ot 
sucivsses the first < ountry to win in 
llw wrong (ontment m Sweden in 
19 ) 8 ) tlieu Hppai t ntiv c ndioss con 
\t voi belt of talent (Brazil have won 
till I ist two World Youth (. ups) and 
the 11 pi lyc rs sheei t xubciam t all add 
up to a psychological advantage in any 
iiuiteh Ih Ioi c a ball has e vc ii tu en 
kic l« d 

Ihc prt side lU oil 11 \ the Hitt mi 
liorialt(delation loioiJ iclangc is 
lumscifa Bia/ihin 
And y«t that < \ubc laiui iii i tli it 
I )\ in the glint ( in Ik coiinU i 
pi exilic ti\( \gaiiid Itai) in the 198,1 
Woi Id C up finals in H in e Iona Hi aail 
iiccdedonK adtaw tuicaihthe 
t nil fin ils Bui the ii playt rs rc lent 
It ss nt ((I to att K k itt i« k itlack 
«III I Ik in di ly ing lorw ard tune uid 
igiiii itui on three f.itai ex easions 
j I’l K 1\()% II uuk II into tht gips 
the V It tt U) punish them with decisive 
'< ill 

1 he 19h \t oi Id ( Up w as a saddt t 
( snit tflt I Bi I/ll we nt home 1 he 
11 si of the woi Id u 1 1 lime d tin m in 
If t» It 1 1v Kiglt th I ms l> u k home 
ten fII fromhippy ^sonc Bri/dhui 
oiiUcici iliondtuiil idinittcdiecent 
K VVt lie obliged loin suittssful 
I t\t might i well hill hli i is finish 
<(i>>id islii IS out suppoittis lie 
n mied \owoudei lilt Santana 
1 M II gti in BWi' s lid 1 III I that to be 
ho I 111 i/il 1 to pul re n ye us on 
Voui lilt 11 ) Itn months 
But one of theehiiaili ustiisotthc 
I 1 i/ili in tooth ill m in is Ins lo\ e ot a 


Will the samba find 
its rhythm ? 

The magical Brazilian soooer machine fidtered in j! 
Spain. Radnedge debates wiiether the woiid’s 
foremost soc3oer playing nation will come to terms 
with itself in Mexico 





diaOenge. How else can one eiqjlain 
Santana’s dedsicHi to accept the offer 
to manage Brazil again in Mexico this 
year? 

Santana was a hugely successM 
coach in domestic soccer before he 
. took over the national team in 
1980. After two Worid Cups in which 
ffte more pragmatic Mario Zagalo and 
Claudio Coutmho had trfed to impose a 
more physical and disciplined—and 
didl—st}de on Brazil, Santana was like 
a breath of fresh air. He wanted his 
team to win. But he wanted it to win 
by playing soccer with the style which 
is unique to Brazil. 

The talent was available. The team 





he took to the 1982 finals in Spain 
included two skilled attacking fiillbacks 
in Leandro and Junkar; an artistic 
midfield in TonkihoCerezo, Paulo 
Roberto Falcao and skmper Socrates; 
and dynamic forwards in the hard- 
shooting Eder and Brazfl’s top player 
over the past decade, Zico. 

Great goals from Swrates and Eder 
beat the Soviet Union; four goals were 
put away effortlessly against both 
Scotland and New Zlealand and then 
three past outgoing champions Argen¬ 
tina. . .before Italy surprised even 
themselves with a 3-2 victory which 
knocked Santana’s troupe of entertain¬ 
ers out of the competition. 

Santana was quiddy tempted away by 
a lucrative club contract in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia; Zico, Socrates, Falcao, Junior and 
several of the reserves were lured 
away to Europe by sackfuls of Italian 
lire. And. in their absence, Brazilian 
football began to stagnate. 

Attendances began to slide, a trend 
increased as the less talented and 
more rugged players left behind, im¬ 
posed their physical ‘talents’ on the 
domestic game. Great clubs such as 
former world champions Santos, Gre- 
mio and F'lamengo ^ hit hard times, 
financially. 

The national team suffered too. 
Carlos Alberto Parraiera, an exiled 
Brazilian who had taken Kuwait to the 
1982 World Cup finals, was brought 
home to succeed Santana. He guided 
Brazil to the final of the 1983 South 
American championsliip. But defeat at 
the hands of old rivals Uruguay led to 
his departure. Parraiera’s successor, 
Edu, the elder brother of Zico, lasted 
only three matche.s—one of them a 
shock home defeat by England in 
Brazil’s domestic fortress, the giant 
Maracana stadium in Rio de Janeiro. 

Evaristo De Macedo was brought 
home from the Middle East—in his 
case, Qatar—to run Brazil’s World 
Cup quahfying campaign. But results 
in ih(“ warm-up matches were so 
patchy, and morale so bad, that he 
was ousted even before the Brazilians 
had set off for Bolivia and Paraguay. 

Evaristo now suuests that ^nta - 
na’s influence may nave been at work 
behind the scenes. Certainly, when 
the Brazilian confederation president 
Giulite Coutinho went cap in hand to 
the Saudis to ask for the loan of 

Falcao of Brazil, one of the 
reserves lured away to Europe by 
sackfuls of lire, in action against 
Argentina's Barbas in Spain 


Santana, it is hard to believe be had no 
,dea that a positive response would be 
forthcoming. 

Santana duly flew home, rallied his 
1982 team and saw to it tlut Brazil can 
maintain in Mexico their unique record 
as the only nation to have attended 
every finals tournament. Mission com¬ 
pleted, he returned to Saudi Arabia 
and was duly recalled yet again early 
this year to run the World Cup bid 
itseff. 

That is proving no easy task. Pre¬ 
vious officials had arranged a two- 
match European tour to West Ger¬ 
many and Hungary which Santana did 
not want. He had only just called his 
squad together and felt that, without 
the Italian-based players still needed 
by their clubs there, two defeats were 
on the cards which would undermine 
whatever fragile confidence he could 
construct. 

But the financial penalties for can¬ 
celling the games were so severe that 
Santana had no option but to go. As he 
had expected. Brazil were beaten^— 
twice; 2-0 by West Germany and 3-0 
by Hungary. On top of that, Santana’s 
tactical planning had been further up¬ 
set by injury to Zico. 

Last autumn he underwent a cartil¬ 
age operation after being kicked in a 
match between his club Flamengo, 
and Bangu. Zico had started playing 
again early this year but then twisted 
the knee in a national team training 
game when he collided with reserve 
goalkeeper Paulo Victor. Zico missed 
tile trip to Europe and doctors were 
uncertain when he could restart 
training. 

Defeat... injury... and also indisci¬ 
pline. Yet another problem for San¬ 
tana. 

After only a couple of days at a 
secluded training camp, fullback Lean¬ 
dro and winger Kenato were cauti^t 
sneaking into the hotel well after the 
curfew. They faced dismissal from the 
squad but a players' delegation, led by 
Zico, asked for them to be given a 
reprieve. Santana and his officials 
agreed—on the understanding that 
no-one else did anything to jeopardise 
the good name of Brazilian fixi&aU. 

Unfortunately, after only half an 
hour of a friendly match against a 
young Peru team, left-winger Eder 
lost his temper after a foul and pun¬ 
ched his opponent in the face. Eder 
was rightly sent off.. .and Santana had 
no option but to send him home. 

Brazil remain World Cup favourites: 
but they have a lot of work to da 






H's just not 
cricket! 

The perennial tirade against 
Ian Botham by the gutter press 
IS last losing even scandal value 
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I Kt \Ll ’» donl know il I 
I slwuld bt bts»mirihing the 
paKe*) ot Uu*) journal bs 
dis( ussing the Botham 
at(ui- ihi alk'Kabuns litt 
ly levtUpd against him ic 
lated tu drugs and tvira 
maiital baisuns But tvin 
bad news is mws md o 
imibt bt tuatid as siiih 

sides th<i« ait the two 
impottan q a sUoiis (Jni 
are tht i nioiis tint 
And tw( rrtt-ioi not is 

It ethii iii fir (Jti k)i th» 
prts l( mrctdk into surh 
nictui 

let us fi 1 linwevti 
try and m It i i ind tins 
plu IIJ tu I n t lilt d 1 in 
Forr* II t Jk th im bt loir 
dilibti tinjs ni his dltgtd 
, loibk llu. uianconteriKd 
I I tit grtalist 1 nghsh 
(iitktUi ot hib tiTiu in 
dttd om of tht out stand 
ing tiuktt placers ul ill 
Unit who has pcifumitd 
txtraoidtnary ftal for 
(^ittn and tounuv He is 
also by and large a good 


and truly gtntious human 
being 

On tht debit snk ht is 
other than his sptnting am 
mtn pdhufis not veiy in 
UUigfnt Btsidts sutttss 
(oupibd with fanir and for 
tuiM ran ollen go to tht 
head it in indtviduil is not 
stabk ind letimd tin ugh 
to tail n in his >tudt 
something that is argu 
ably tnii of Botham This 


lai ge I than lift, inipt t <■ bion 
ot hiinst If has (om t ivably 
(onpcilcd him to li\t up to 
a mat ho image betomt a 
law unto hinisilf and in 
dulgt in a lowdv though 
not boorish txisUntt 
Somt would tall if childish 
bJidtiour for if 'ou weit 
hit on the htad b> an 
otitige while sunbattuiig 
neat voui hotil swimming 
pool you vould not have to 


thiidi twite who the cuipnt 
was 

I he fact IS no one reailv 
bothers as long as the su 
per star is exhibiting to pat 
in the middle I he problem 
iiises only when this dis 
play falls short of expecta 
tions or when the team is 
faring abysmally (as the 
1 iiglishmtn currently aie) 
and tht hacks from iht 
Bnttbh tabloids (the guttei 
pi ess as some in Biitain 
«. ill the 1 ) ate out to discos 
cr a scapegou 

It might bt it'cailtd that 
Botham s angiush on drugs 
first camt to light during 
England s woeful Inp to 
New Zealand and Pakistan 
a couplt of stars ago 
I here was hai dly a scent of 
snndal last summer when 
David Gowei s side were 
lynching tht Aussies—and 
Botham was among the 
wirkets in a big way 

1 here is no d< ny mg that 
a growmg segmtiit of the 
cncketing hieimhy m k ng 







xusiH. "Botham;.:4mv'$' ib£ 
dcMsi iV8n(' 

ignaking 

t'-ljaidj? Field; she 
: h’News Of 

. t^WoiSl^as saying ttmt 
'^e;;and -S^hatn. had 
' CQC^I^ together ' 

and: then, tnade love so 
to^ri^ -that .:£iie. bed 
'■' ^ethajR.' of 
. course.-^tas :vehemently 
BoHiwn itiis lifwiiys bden GbwMr't rtgbMiind iniirt ^ ^c^sations. 


v'. land disapprove of 
I Botham’s supposedly wild 
1 - manners and the indisci- 
i pHne that this is said to 1 
i j^enerate among his team- | 
mates. The magnetic per- 5 
sonality of the all-rounder 
holding court in a promin¬ 
ent comer of a pub during 
Test matches is not an 
uncommon sight. But there 
is little the authorities, or 
for that matter the captain, 
can do about it. Cncket- 
wise, there is simply no 
substitute as yet for the 
Somerset star. 

An interesting insight 
into the Englishmen’s atti¬ 
tude towards Botham crop¬ 
ped up during the last visit 
to Indh. There, at Delhi, 
j Paul Ailott, the Lancashire , 
f,' soatner. was about to pack 
' his bdgs and' return home 
‘ diit to a pmistent back 
h^jury. At rius point, it was 
revved (yes. by oiofi of 
the taUbkls) that Botham 
was ready to come out as 
repbcemeht, and so the 
que^tai asked of the 


The leukaemia charity 
walk was well Micepted 



manager, Tony Brown, if 
the tour management 
would have him. 

Now, one would imagine 
Brown to be close and sym¬ 
pathetic to Botham, for he 
is the Somerset Secretary, 
and the latter was the cap¬ 
tain of this county at that 
stage. But huddled 
together with his deputies 
and one or two advisers 
from outside (he squad, 
Brown devised a response 
that would .serve to dis¬ 
guise the real feelings of 
rite tourists, i.e. that they 
did not want Botham. They 
cleverly dumped the issue 
mto the laps of the selec¬ 
tors back ui England, de¬ 
manding the presence of 
Jonathan Agnew—on the 
f%ce of it, very fafr, seamer 
taking the place of a 
seamer. 

The Jove-hate rela¬ 
tionship between a section 
of Flwt Street and Ian 
Botharii has assumed reput- 
;'?prqxirtion.s. On the 
. one li^. the newshounds 


have raised the cricketer to 
dizzy pedestals; made him 
into a living legend in the 
eyes of the public On tlw 
other, theyliave given him 
irrational slick tor failure, 
which is but human. Neith 
er reactions have been 
quite balanced. 

Of course, the intake ol 
drugs is a serious social 
crime, and Botham was 
convicted lor possessing 
banned substances in his 
house in Yorkshire. 
However, he completely 
denies the stones attached 
to him in New Zealatvl and 
has filed legal suits against 
The A/a/7 on Sunday and 
Oady Express newspapers 
for carrying tlie aiticles 
they did on this Subject. 
The verdict on this will be 
significant. 

It is understood, of 
course, llial The A/a/7 on 
Sunday are at pains to pro¬ 
cure evidence that will stick 
in court. Indeed, tlte police 
Uwestigations mto Botham 
taking drugs during his 
much publicised charity 
walk last winter, is believed 
to have been sparked off by 
information fed by this pap¬ 
er, who are possibly an¬ 
xious to avoid the damage 
tliat would accrue from suc¬ 
cessful libel. 

.^s for Boibam’s re¬ 
ported romps with a former 
beauty queen in Barbados, 
thi.s even if true, was none 
of the News Of The WoM 
publication's. business. If- 
there is one person wfm 
should be concerned it is 
Botham's wife. And as she 
flew out to Antigua on 8 
April to join her husband, 
the scenario of scribes from 
T//e .Sun guarding her was 
ironical. Botham fms a forty 
thousand pound annual con¬ 
tract to write .for thi& pa]^ 
er, yet it is thm. 
sister product, News Of 
Tlie Wortd, Ihatlmsarit^lr- 
rassed the En^^and 
rounder ip an . uripre* 
cedented inaimeT. 
pot cricket! 

AaMi Mar* t a we e w 
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Borg racquet money 
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World Cup Ufflfrt 



Ricardo Giusti a cementing force in the Argentine midfield 




















grew from strength to 
strength 

Then entered Kim Jdng 
Nam T along over the 
nationol team in Marth 
19B5, aftei a shock defeat 
at the hands of Malavasia 
the fonnei international 
turned coach made an im 
mediate impact South 
Korea put up a dream per 
lormancc achit \ing fixe 
succe ssixe wins against 
Malavasia Indonesia and 
Japan I he managei was 
hailed as a national hi lo 

I hi supci b toi m the Ko 
rt ans had strui k i ontinucd 
and South Korea faied well 
in a toumamc nl m Mi xii o 
although till V lost 2 1 to 
till iioslnition 

ihi loss howl VI r 
louklhairilx undi rmint the 
Kotidiimoidi liisit id 
thi X liKikid upon It IS in 
usifulixiici'.e thi'ex 
po c Uhl 11 shoitioiii ngs 
aciinsi siijK iioi I ilin 
\mi 111 111 loothali I In Ko 
ri ans got down to initnsivi 
ti iimnc 

I hi nil si 11 in III ihli 
li util )t ihi S luth Ko 
It in sijii III s( III ii cl lor 
Ml 'll IS til t It ii I pirti 11 

hli 11(1 ol VI util ind t \pLii 

II t Uhili thiu III 

v( ti I in pioti s ion il liki 
f’ II k C h itif ( Son I pi 
iiti (1 gtoupof \( unj.slits 
will nun most ot till im 
por lilt position in Ihi 
It im Sotliiiig will be bet 
t< 1 til m the si iniin i mil 
i ntiuisnsin of till \( unj, 
te 1 s lx im, guieii (1 h tin 
< xpeiitiiii ol hi Mil I ins 

Ml inwliili I iiisitKiiil 

pitii lit ws I mil ('oiii 
Aiginlm vlniitlieni 
tioii sioiihC nios Bil lido 
announei d his s(|u id 1 • 
Mexico Ml toindni iiliu 
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An Argentine raid on the West Gernnan defence by Ricardo Gareca and Oscar 


cith< I toi rhe 1 \i II old 
midhi kill hull Biilus who 
Ijlivslit in It iluii suit. 

1 (lit Ol \i III in I hild 
1 ill I \l Cl I 111! 1 c' <1 
kti[H I III till 1 isl ihn ( 
World Clips 

I In dt I isi in sp II ki d oil 
inimt di lU ( iiticisiii tioin 
ilk Bless that snv no wis 
iloni lx hind tin (InUonot 
i'll hithiitouiK i|i[itd ill ( 

I II /ilula wlk plivs 111 
McxuoJoi \nk iR 1 in 
'ic «1 ol') \ tinu s t apjx d 
I illol 

Ihc olhu go likec pi IS 
ihostnait Niix Biimpido 
looking ((linn to take 1 il 


III) s plat ( in 111(1 ptoiiiMiig 
id xtai old I ins Jsl is tin 
vmiiici si pi iv( I in till 
i|U 1(1 

\ ini )l till u nnspitim 
1 kills whiihpiisi tiiilh 
die w till lioin Ilk (iitk s 
to 111 i xpii ltd lioin thi 
AtK'ititks lonkswithtlk 
iiulu'-ion ot onl\ foui loi 
wild Claudio lioi gill 
Hi il M idnd s loi gi Vald i 
no 111(1 Btdio f'asi iilli i 
lolli ipui (it B III) I il 
i U (l 

\l the asc ol U Kk it do 
Boiluni of Indi Ik ndiiiiU 
IS about to nial t his 'A orld 
Cup debut In the iiiklfiild 
hi (ould forge an u dul 


scar Garre 


I onihinilion with M ii i 
don 1 

Ilk Ait( nliik Wirt 1(1 
Lupsquid (ioilk((piis 
\( i\ Bun pd 1 I III Isi I 
lit it II /(I id I hi It ridi is 
\l toi ( I I 1st I () ( II 
kiiigt n I is< t u ilid 
1> ink II > U( II1 |( ( 1 Ills 
Blown U I ii ( III Mid 
Ik Id Kk iul< ( iiisii I In 
loi I niiqut St uID Bills 

I I lulu C I nil >1 (Ik I 
Kk lid ) I o hitii L iiloi 
i i|M I Dk i ) M I 1 1 in I 

I > 1^1 Buiiiklugt Mnulo 
liohhnni I otw nd-. 

C 1 ludio Boi ghi Siigk) 
\lnmon Bidio Bisc ulli 
Joigt \ ikiiiio 






Battiston (right) is fetied by a viciously crude tackle 
from the capably marauding Schumacher 


j ^ < <1 hit It 

I * fn’t II < irn I 

I I III I I I I t\ 

I oniph \i lit tl I ifUi Ji I 

I uni ii-^ I tl >11 III, I ,1 

X'l nil\ th I It i, tl I 
•^ihnollu I III 11 It 

•ykllf I I l\l tl I 11,11 
will It I 111 , 1 , I till It t 
\ ( II t/f\ s/r ,1,1 i„ ,1 
i‘ f J I w > il, n 1,1, 1 II, 

I II till , ,111,1 I t‘ii 
kill 1 \ I h ,, i\ii, I, 1 
fiiM • If I hit hd hkit-. 
II' t I'lthfiiil 

fh I It H ill! I t 'ifi 1 nil 

til wilt It (II wlldtt, 11^ 

I 111 f It s i/)n/ ml 


/ / /lit IS i/r/iosf /* itl\ s 
wliiJt tilt s< f^oupit s lound 
t'u wotlil h lU mi t o\(i 
lit 11 in I (.(>],( tht iibit 
I (l>MinJsl\ tooth ill 
lilt tomtisition \httt 
lion (//s(ussiiMis to dif,ii 
iiK ru s to lights honi itpioi 

lint 'O UlltOlSS fioi 

It lilt, tl Imtisi md from 
i‘it tutiii, to tht ptist 

T HI ^ust uid \v< K 

luck III Spiin IMS 
I hi inuf'c flkk«rha/ilv i 
ldnf{ui(] C itiu rriunun in 


clc»{ii( A.lMHin Knmni 
h« I ^n(J IS tht visual hi 
<<>nu Inipit and the 

Ml it< h« s fl ish b\ It ^iKt 

dtiiK hcc/c on a miirkv 
t V i ninj in Seville 
(III I WLcpinn Plitini (hi 
III II1 of{ ml Vliumachc i 
(hi I mitch ol cntcrtdininjj 
foothill tiudi touls and i 
htw ot Roll On subsc 
quent dtspaii Iht stmi 
final Piaiar vs West Get 
many A dassit 

The odds ait even in a 
sense Neither France nor 


West trcim inv li is display 
ed tonsistenev thiough the 
tounument vet the it is no 
denying the suddtn flashes 
of subtle luiiih skill and 
(.icnnan [uiwei Iht deu 
sive though could be the 
absent t of German captain 
and stnkei extraordinary 
Rummtnigge benched 
with a nagging thigh stram 
An unusual bt ginnning, 
as Geimany initiate the 
first few attacks I ittbarski 
on the outside Dremniler 
and Knegtl through the 
nudeilt rht kinguid Frenijh 
are content to defend and 
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lt’8 3-1 as Giresae (left) begins another electrifying run of triumph 


slowly find then rhvthm 
While Germany 'tquander a 
few chances the French 
midfield tno begins to turn 
on a little Parisian magic 
The little wisp of a 1 igana 
the indetatigable Giresse 
and the genius PlaUni mar 
shal the midfield with ubi 
quitous brilliance Mean 
while Kochtc'iu and bi\ tr> 
unsueee ssfulU to ualise 
their VIS on 

But Iht break is Ger 
nianv s Bi e ilnt r controls 
sends through hisilur who 
fumble s on the i un Kc eper 
Fltonpinies the shot As 
I the ball rebounds I ittbars 
ki seethes into i rising tight 
footei I lie score i 1 0 

hraiut undue lied 
continue their put suit At 
tei tell minutes of bilaneed 
pii> tlu> ire dul> le 
wirde d Anotliei tit Iieate 
iliip into the box Roc hit lu 
g)\e s In e ind is Ik rod 
lorstet hiuls limi iwiv 
the letciie Ins m he sits 
turn in iw 11 ding hi inee a 
pe n iltv 

PI iliiu I K)])s u]) Ihe ball 
. 0 kiss It CrenLh puls it 
I tiown lb leiiuc- his 
sups I lusts 111 I niantnl 
ofconeentiit in thtiiiuns 
III t<i geiith glide tin bill 
pisl I helples 'sebum iiliei 
intf the (oriiei ot tin net 
All iMiltint hniiee ire 
baek in (be ginie 

lillf tlllK 

I lie second hilt is 
bieithtiknig uuinerous 
Iiencti hiisllts the igonv 
of a missed liuinee a gen 
tie flick but lo gods t^iei 
manv is outpined dining 
this h dl hut 11 ispiiig drive 
igauisi the erossbir licim 
Beind horstei it minds 
the son t time e isual 
French of possibk impend 
mg defeat 

It is not merely the pulse 
of brilliance whie h chat ae te 
rises the mate h now it is i 
viciously crude tackle by 
the capably marauding 
Sthumather Platini grace 
fill on the ball again sends 
Battiston through with a 
marvellous ball Battiston 
m full flight accelerates 


into the peiidtv lu i md 
nudges flit hill past the 
iirushuig Schuimehti 
Tilt action now is biutil 
ly St i< e ito e u h image iso 
lated like a <'en< of film 
flames 1 lame one Baltis 
ton nudges the b dl as Sehii 
maehet advinees Frime 
two Iht bill is past Sthu 
maeher ytl he continue 
hib charge hiame thin 
Schumacher leaps te i 
forward at Battiston as the 
ImII misses the goal Frame 
four Kteked m the chest 
Battiston wnthes on ihe 


ground 

Not tile Ttiii IS I 
i Kopliony >1 indigiutioii 
iiid uiiiL I Ihc gimi I 
biliived bv m ipailutii 
iiftrei who Iditmitly rt 
lusts lo view the suumion 
in Its collect ptrspt ii\c 
a si lumsiv inyuri tl U a 
tiston IS cinitd off he 
awards ntihfi fret kick 
nor penally titimuiy re 
pntvtd 

The gane peters out 
with a seal mg 10 yard kick 
by Amoros The ball 
swerves past Sthu 


in u he 1 oul stc 1 c he d ' 
liinds < ( u lit iiids off the 
CIO t) ii ( cmiiny u irt I 
swillly 1 tton hitnbles at > 
the (o ilnioutli but some 
In w liintc lo list Ihe ball 
iw ly HI li iwav from 
1 isdut s cthd feet 

lilt milch moves into 
(xtn time 

\iyui I s It fleeted on 
t uh lace mspective of 
nmoiulilv Snth is the in* 
tensity ol t)i< last nintly 
mmults Bathed m sweat, 
they stand hunched in the 
floodlit give of this harsh 



Fischer leaps into a quasi-bicycle kick and K's 3-3 


Spanish night. Waiting. 
Ruminenigge is warming 
up. Platini questioning Bat- 
tiston's condition. Hidalgo 
and Derwall, the coache.s, 
desperately try to rekindle 
a spirit of intensity in their 
resiwctivc squads. 

Ill the First half of extra 
lime, the pace increases, 
exliiuistation forgotten. 
'Ilie French advance and 
torce a free kick. Little 
liiresse awer\es the ball 
into the centre of the penal¬ 
ty aie.i Tresor, the French 
deleiidet. has advanced 
stealthily ami is unmarked. 
He gauges the flight per- 
fectlv. curving his fiMit into 
a thunderous volley and as 
the ball rasps against the 
netting it's 2-1. 


Rummenigge, as if sens- 
his team's apathy, now 
risks himself and strides 
purposefully onto the pitch. 
The difference is immedi¬ 
ate; palpable. Kaltz, grate¬ 
ful, sheds the responsibility 
of captain and plays with 
more zing than ever be¬ 
fore. The Germans look 
more integrated, but the 
French, charisma apparent, 
skdt flowing cannot be de¬ 
nied another goal. 

Shirt flapping, hair un¬ 
kempt the sloppy looking 
Kochteau ambles danger¬ 
ously down the right flank. 
He finds a gap, passes, the 
bail is trapped and passed in 
turn to Six. Six, pauses, 
feints, and then suddenly, 
almost impudently, half 


lums. fie flicks the ball into 
the path of a lurking (Jires- 
se, who strides, in. slams 
the ball anti wat(he.s 
gleefully as it nchochets otf 
the woodwork inlo the 
(iernian goal. And as he 
logins another electrifying 
run of triumph at 3-1. it 
look.s all over. 

Now Rummenigge, de¬ 
cides (0 respond with ins 
own brand of magic. A Lit- 
tarski cross, and the cap¬ 
tain thrusts his loot into a 
melee, only to deflect the 
ball past a diving Ettori. 
,3-2. The crowds are going 
berserk; can the captain 
save his team? 

In the second half of 
extra time, the tension is 


increasingly apparent. 
There are wgywu^d pas¬ 
ses, sluggish taddes, tked 
crosses. Equally apparent 
is the change of fortune, for 
the strangely rejuvenated 
Germans are now in com¬ 
plete control. 

Littbarski—that man 
again!—accelerates down 
the wing and chips in a 
cross. Hrubesch rises ma¬ 
jestically and as he heads 
back across the goalmouth, 
Fischer writes a tittle his¬ 
tory. He leaps into a quasi¬ 
bicycle kick and the ball 
flashes past a helpless 
Ettori into the French goal. 
The Germans, adhering to 
tradition, have come back 
from the cold once again. 

The referee’s whistle 
now heralds tlie penalty 
shootout. After 120 mi¬ 
nutes of incredible soccer, 
this is a harsh, almost un¬ 
just way to lose. 

Yet, the saga continues. 
The penalties begin. Tired 
legs bepn to run in to score 
from twelve-yards. Sud¬ 
denly, Stieleke crumples in 
despair: he has missed. 
Schumacher evens the 
odds as he denies Six, yet 
the referee and linesmen 
fail to notice that he con¬ 
tinues to move ofl his line 
before the kick is tak«‘/i 
Their apathy become.- even 
more confii.sing. a- Schu¬ 
macher move.-, oil his line 
once again. Ibis time to 
denv Bossis. 

All Germany must do 
now' is score. And as 
Hrubesch leaves Ettori 
standing for the last time, 
Platini buries his tear- 
streaked face in his shirt. 
He walks France off the 
field and out of the 1982 
World Cup. 

The German bartender 
rejoices and pours another 
round on the house. The 
French bikers produce a 
macho snu/e but turn to 
brush the hint of a tear 
away. The Braailian scIhxiI- 
boys shrug and go outsick. 

Just another match? 
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The playeiHmaiiager syndrome 

Scottish international Eamoiin Baimon is excited 
about his captain Graeme Souness’s new role as 
player-manager of Glasgow Rangers. 


IWASN r 4 Glasgow Rangers sup- 
iporter as a boy and have never 
played for them But even I am 
excited by the appointment of 
Graeme Souncss as their player- 
manager 

I don’t see how anyone involved 
in Scottish football can tail to be 
There is no-one in the Premier 
Division with the stature of the 
12-year-old Scotland captain, and he 
is bound to attract more interest 
than ever to our game next season 
Rangers arc Scotland s Manchester 
United -they are the biggest and 
richest club in the country—and to 
me the prospect ot what they could 
jichicse with Souness at the helm is 
bttle short of minc-boggling' 

Rangeis like Celtic arc not the 
force they were in the football 
sense 

To a great extent they have been 
victims ot then own success Ihey 
had been .it the lop so long that 
they never believed thev could ever 
he toppled Opposing teams were 
intimidated not |ust by the Cdasgow 
giants' record but their huge sup¬ 
port 

The introduction of the Premier 
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SoumM (toft) airborne with Bmzira Oscar 


Division in 1^7^ (which h<is meant 
teams facing R.ingers and C oltic 
tour times in the 1 tague and thus 
becoming more acclimatired to the 
experience) has done much to erode 
the Old hirm s psychological edge 
Aberdeen plavcd a big part too 
when thev ended the Rangeis-C cltic 
14-year monopoly ot the Ch,ini- 
pionship in 198(1 
Today. Rangers have a numbci of 
good players, but tor some reason 
k they aon't gel as a team With 
[ Souness in the side I will be sur- 
I prised if that s the case rtext season 
I Souness is a master when it comes 
I to helping a team function as an 
[ effective unit, as indeed 1 have 
[ found when operating with him in 
the Scotland XI Strangely, as has 
been the case with Kenny Dalglish. 
It has taken the Hamj^en Park 
crowd a long t»ne to accept that he 


IS a genuine world-class footballer 
and even now 1 don t think they 
tullv appiccialc him lie gives the 
impression of not caring about Scot 
land nuitches—the fans piclci to see 
the plavcrs tearing around and shak 
iiig then fists like (cities Rov 
Aitken— but m his own wav Soil¬ 
ness IS as haid and combative as 
anyone It s an education to plav 
against him as I have done in 
practice matches 

Apart from his astute use oi the 
ball one ot the main things I have 
noticed about him is that it is excep¬ 
tionally difficult to get in a tackle on 
him He takes up cxccllen* positions 
to receive the hall and if one docs 
get the chance to challenge him. vou 
lend to bounce oil him Apart tr im 
his skill he is vc y tough physically 
and mentally That s some combina¬ 
tion' 


To me one of the most interest¬ 
ing aspects ot his presence in the 
R.ingers team concerns the fact that 
none ol the other top sides in the 
Prcniict Division have a midfield 
gc III I al in Ins mould a man able to 
dictate the pace and pattern oi a 
m Itch Indeed their best players 
aie in defence 

I am thinking paiticularlv ol Wil¬ 
lie MiUei (Aberdeen) Paul Hegarty 
and David N.irev (Dundee United) 
Roy Aitken (( citic) and Sandy Jar- 
dine and ( rant Levein (Hearts) I 
am not suggesting that they don't 
have top-class midhelders. but they 
all seem to fall into the category of 
runners or dribblers rather than 
p.isscrs 

It was the same with Rangers, 
until they landed Graeme Souness 
As 1 said, the mind boggles* 



Dalglish: 
player, 
manager- 
football 
genius 
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T HERE’S NO ONE in 
Endish football quite 
hke Kenny Dalghsh To 
me, thats the most en 
couragmg factor about 
Liverpool s chances of 
beating Everton Manches 
ter United and West Ham 
to the Championship this 
season 

1 am usually quite wary 
about giving the impression 
of one man making a team 
For example I have mixed 
feelings about the view that 
Manchcstei United have 
badly missed their England 
captain Bryan Robson 
when he has been out of 
the teim because United 
have a lot of top class play 
ers and J set no reason 
whv they shouldnt com 
ptnsate for his ahseme 
But III tht c ist of [)alg 
Iish w( net ilkiiig ibout a 
foothill genius 

Boh I’lisltv his dc 
sciibtd Dilglish IS the 
most (oiiipItU loolbillti 
he his t\ti vorktd vith 
(ii lenn Soulless I lit s him 
bttter Ihm t\cu Dit-xo 
Maridom uh* is widely 
regiidtd IS iht woilds 

Nt 1 pint I 
1 should idd tint Sou 
ness Ill ikt s til it St lit meiit 
about Uilglish non nt i 
tmu when Hit yt ir old 
Livei iniol pi i \ 11 m in igt i 
IS retkoned to be mar the 
end tif his t lie 11 is i toot 
ballet' 

1 don t know how long 
Dalglish will eontini pin 
mg but 1 do know tli it ht is 
still vitil to Inttpool in 
that ink II is sigiiihennt 
that I net pool lint pto 
dueed their best ind most 
effeetne tooth ill y\hen he 
has been in oui te ini ' 
havt lost count the nuiiilxi 
of goals he has litli>ed sc I 

I 

Daigbsli has ineyitablv 
lost some of lus lunning 
iwer but not his meredi 
i awareness ot the game 
and his ball skills 

lo a gieat extent hi 
creates a lot o* space foi 
himself and his team mate s 
just through his piesence m 










Dalglish (right) has lost his running power but not his skills 


the suit Such is his si ituie 
anil unowned ability lo 
tiiin opponents tint 
teams lie iiulitied to lie i 
bit w in ot him md thu<- not 
get js I lose ti him is they 
would to othii men the 
taetoi which ( lusis this lo 
telxiui I on them is (>iig 
lishs us( ot the bill 

Most footliiileis will look 
aiouiid to SI t yyhit s on 
once they haye gained pos 
session but Dalglish does 
so as the bail is on its wav 
to him No nutter how 
many men are nuking tuns 
to reitue a pass you can 
bet Ihit he will have seen 
all ot them ind pitk out the 
best option 

I lus is something whieh 
tant tie coached into a 


playe i It s i gUt 

Dilglish Ills not plived 
leguliily toi livcipo il (lus 
St isoii but on the o( e i 
sioiis ht lus been m tin 
t( IIP m oni hisbtnelited 
iiioii thin tin Kush Its 
ilsu uiti listing lo note tint 
most of the goils Steitlaiid 
line SI ore d siiu e the stait 
of list 1 ison hive tome 
when Dilglish lus liun on 
the tit Id 

Ihavt imiinious tspeet 
tor him IS I nnnigtr is 
we II as a play 11 imllninot 
Hist taving thit bt cause J 
hippened to bt his lust 
signing' 

lie has made it easy lot 
nil to settle ^own it 
\iilield lieeaust lit h i>< not 
tiud to eliangi mt in any 


w ly 

All he Slid to me when I 
joint d tht ilub c irlici this 
St isem from Aston Villa 
w IS All 1 txpttt troni vf)u 
is tliat you play toi us in tht 
simt way Ihit you plavid 
for llitm 

Ht lus I stioiig ptiso 
nality— hi is not I he type to 
suffei tools gl idly ind this 
has (onie thioiigli piitiiii 
lailv slionglv in tht 
ehangis he has made to 
Liv ti peiol s t It tital 
ippioaeh lo the gitiie 
111* \ liiye n I ilw lys woik 
ed but I ttiiiil It IS to his 
iiedit Ihit he lii hetii 
prtpirtd to irv new idijs 
and St t the m tin lugh 

Stow McMahon. Uwoipool 


mamm 


Liveipool versus Everton 
ne Merseyside Deiby is on 






M 












criPVit^i 


AriM aloft in triumph flurii 
acknoarledgeaan excoHant 
parionnance 


T riumph and disaster 
fought for the media 
headlines throughout tlw 
weekend and beyond. 

First the triumph: for the 
only time in English soccer 
history the FA Cup Final 
wUl be a Merseyside Derby 
between Liverpool and 
Everton. And both are cur¬ 
rent leaders of the First 
Division as well, each could 
be in line for the Cup and 
League double, last 
achieved by Arsenal in 
1971, and before that, by 
Tottenham Hotspur in 
1961. 

Come what may. the FA 
Cup will be going to 
Merseyside on May 10, but 
the L^gue trophy could 
remain in the south if West 
Ham and Chelsea, with 
games in hand, can strike a 
rich vein of consistency and 
overtake Liverpool and 
Everton. Or why forget 
Manchester United whose 
cause is still far from lost. 

The two Cup semi-finals 
were thrillers. Everton 
faced Sheffield Wednesday 
on Aston Villa’s ground in 
Birmingham, while Liver¬ 
pool vanquished South¬ 
ampton at White Hart 
Lane, Tottenham Hots¬ 
pur's sleek stadium in north 
London. Both matches 
went into extra-time, tes¬ 
tifying to the closeness of 
the contests. 

Everton, wittiout their 
star striker Lineker and 
Welsh international goal¬ 
keeper, Southall, were at 
an init^ disadvantage and 
the first half saw Wednes¬ 
day have the better of the 
exchanges. There was 
much robust tackling for 
the stakes were hi^ and 
the adren^ flowed freely. 
There was a blank sheet at 
the interval. 

As befits their superior 
experience and pedigree. 
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Everton gradualiv took 
control m the second half 
The reason dearly was 
Reid m midfield who buzzed 
with ideas and was soon 
instilling some of his own 
confidence into his more 
hesitant colleagues Well it 
was follow my leader all 
right as Everton foiuid the 
path to the Wednesday goal 
with increasing frequency 
It was from one of these 
movements that Harford 
the substitute with quick 
silver thinking and reflexes 
lobbed the ball sweetly 
over goalkeeper Hodge 
who had (omt running out 
into what may best be de 
scribed as no mans land 
But scare elj had Ever 
tons ecstasy died down 
when bht ffield Wednes 
day s Shutt a non league 
player a vear ago put a 
glancing header past 
Mimms in goal to make the 
scores level Bvertonsjoy 
had lasted all of three mi 
nutes 

And so to extra time 
when from a Bracewell 
cross Sharp struck a volley 
high into the Sheffield 
r Wednesday net Such was 
the power of the shot that 
Hodge m goal must have 
just about deaphered a 
passmg blur and felt the 
wind rush past his ears At 
the final whistle the score 
read Everton 2 Sheffield 
Wednesday 1 

The ability to round an 
obstacle without key play 
ers IS surely one of the 
keys to footballing success 
in a ^elhng En^sh sea 
s(xi Liverpool haVe fielded 

f ments at critical mo 
m their lastory and 
d the heights at 
tnd abroad Of such 
e champions made 
Mt a tenacious Shef 
Wednesday, Evertem 
I that they had the 
[uabty Slurp pi t in 
nerm a manner that 
lave done the absent 
credit and the young 
iitherto untried 
lip the Everton goal 
1 eg » wnnlier qf 


splendid sa\es particularly 
in the crucial first half when 
his side were struggling to 
discover their true rhythm 
that had the sidelined and 
injured Southall nodding his 
head m approval 

Hus IS Bvertons third 
FA Cup Binal in a row For 
their manager Howard 
Kendall once an Everton 
star himself the last two 
yedrs have provided a sue 
cession of tnumphs During 
this time his side have won 
the League FA Cup Euro 
pear Cup Wmners Cup and 
the League Cup and Char 
tty Shield He has walked 
out no teas tiian six tones 
with his team on Wemb 
leys hallowed turf 
For Sheffield Wednesday 
the aftemocm was one of 
heartbreak So i»ar and 
yet so the hite of all 
nenu-finalists It was their 
MXth PA Oqi aom-finol and 


only oncx in 1966 did tht v 
emerge fiom one to even 
tuallv win the coveted 
tiophv 

Meanwhile Liverpool 
dominated proceedings it 
White Hart Lane They 
bided their time knowing 
that frenetic c barges a* goal 
would probably result in 
misses and leave them 
open to sudden counter 
attacks At the end of fiiU 
time the score sheet was 
blank and there may have 
just been a worry m Liver 
pool minds that if m the 
bmited extra time South 
ampton were able to sneak 
a goal It would be sxtreme 
1} difficult to get back into 
the match 

As It was the doubt was 
never much in evidence 
Semthampton had an atro 
Clous inece of luch when 
their England defender 
Mark was earned 


off with a broke n It g ittc r i 
collision also involving his 
goalkeeper petei Shilton 
and the opposing vnngcr 
Craig Johnston 
The shtt r weight ol 
Liverpool pressure told in 
extra time when striker Ian 
Rush clinically put awa) tht 
two chances that tame his 
way I iverpool 2 South 
ampton 0 I he Liverpool 
player manager Kenny 
Daljdish who was his side s 
midfield periscope said af 
ter the match I o recover 
from the Brussels (of last 
year) wt needed great 
team spirit We\e dont 
our job and its greit to 
meet f verton at Wembley 
When we met in the 19S4 
Milk (League) Cup Binil it 
was a credit to cvti>one 
Hopefully tht sime will 
apply this tune And so 
say all of us 

Meanwhile tht League s 
Fu^t Division I ondon chal 
lengers Chelsei snd West 
Hm have f iltered the for 
mer more than tht fittei 
Chelsea had a nightman 
Easter when thtv fultd to 
gam anything from a max 
muun 9 points I h« rt was 
no resurrection after the 
holidays cither foi they 
could only draw 1 1 with 
lovkU Ipswich and so 
inothci two pomts went 
begging 

West Ham lost surpn 
Singh to Nottingham 
Foust earlier in niidvteek 
bv a 2 I matgm but Man 
cht ster United brus|itd 
aside Coventry s itsist 
ence with i 3 I tally 

So Livtrjiool have 70 
pumts fron 36 games with a 
supenor goal di*ftiente to 
B verton & 70 from IS In 
third spot are Manthester 
United with 68 points from 
36 games and fourth are 
Chelsea with 63 from 34 
West Ham have 60 points 
from i2 games I he next 
few suspense ridden 
weeks will tell us what we 
wish to know the name of 
the 1986 bngdish League 
chanqnons 
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Lasting out for the best 


W E havt btiti II i 
topK of I 

know youi f« < l i' ! > s 
oiglhi iij^lif ' ‘ ' 

yoursiJf \(t<i li siiifs 
tilt difft I (lit IV 1 ft t f 
v/e w( I 1 •! ( ffn t of 

? innli I I iipui ition 
*101 III I v^liu your 
f<M>t III! n lilt oulsidt of 
tl) >Kii <11(1 lolls inwud 
V hilt iipinidon IS d (ondi 
tion \ (I ( iht foot lands on 
tilt inside of tht* hetl and 


I oil (ut^^ards 

Ihtie ait plenty of 
shoes that deal with th( 
difft rent levels of pronation 
but very few to combat 
supination as this is. a \tiy 
rare condition Iht ml\ 
way Tht to tlicck whether 
you are pronating ind how 
much oi if sou atL one of 
the rare bittd tint supin 
ates is to chttk tht soks 
of your 'trttlshot s ot your 
runrung shin s If voj 


tend to wear the outside 
edge of vour heel most and 
art slightly bow legged 
your feet have to pionatt 
aD the more in order to 
make full contact wnth the 
ground In this casi you 
should gt t s*oui self i pau- of 
running shoes, that offer 
modfciate motion control 
But if you arent bow 
legged and dun t base high 
arches you may see wt ii 
just on the points of initial 


Sock technology 


P LAYING any sport 
that involves runnuig 
places tremendous 
stiam on your feet Any 
ptrson while running 
liitb the gniund at two to 
fise times hia body 
weight dc pending on (he 
individual style ot run 
lung llierctorc if the 
runnel doc s a 4‘> minute 
run. he is subjecting lu^ 
feet to sevcial tons ol 
fence buiee there aie 
more tlwn 7? 000 nerve 
endings that ternunate 
I at eaih foot and smie 
those nerves eoraleet to 
1 pnctically eveiy nervt 
in the liody it stands to 
reison that we sliould 
1 take time off to eousidtr 
1 the be hI methods ol 
e iistnoning the feet 
W< II cushioned shoes 
are very iinpoilant but 
moit inipottant 
although most of us 
dun t lealist it is a genid 
jiait uf sucks Here au a 
few points to keep m 
mind wht n you go shop 
pmg toi socks 

\out socks should 
wick well Fhis means 
i tlut the y should possess 
tibres tliat can ibsorb 
the sweat fioipthe tout 
end eonduel ^ Uuuugh 
I the material tvlierc it 
«\ ipontes The sweat 
ih<tt ts produced wthen 


vou run creates un 
pleasant cxiouis and in 
crease s tht* nsk of bhs 
ters inieetions and in 
jury By taking the 
sweat away from the 
skin the sock will help 
in prcienting these 
pioblcnis 

Most ot the materials 
tliat socks lie made uf 
havt good absorbency 
All woven ind knitted 
fabrics absotb moisture 
but nut all of the m send 
It out Silk lor example 
sucks sweat in well but 
dtK's nol have the ability 
to get lid of It Cotton 
and wool pull sweat into 
their fibres and then 
rapidly swell and hold 
Uit. nioistuie nt xt to the 
skin cutting the 
cushiomng power of the 
socks during action 
1 his leads to complauU‘ 
like athletes foot nrid 
blisteis I he best tabru 
fot sucks IS orlon rayon 
Ol polypropylene since 
they Wick wpll I hen 
alwoibmg abilttv is w» 11 
mitched by their alwiiU 
to let It dry out on the 
outside 

Another very tmpoi 
taut thing sboUt stKks is 
the^nr fit bock)) should fit 
pertecUv that is tm 

a uartei of an tvieier 

lan yoiir foot dfllS otie- 


half of an inch longer 
than vour foot This 
aceorelitg to the Foot 
wear Ccmnirl automati 
catty rules out tubes 
free sute and stretch 
types which almost al 
ways fit twi tight feet 
change with time foui 
bones may shift and 
splay with age makuig 
Iasi ye at s peifeeUy fit 
tnig so(k a little tcKi 
tight \<ni hould keep 
track on the si/t of yo ir 
ket Slid try and get a 
si/e that measuies 
closes to tht specifica 
tions given lieu 

1 he lit \t point IS verv 
personal Socks should 
not be worn for more 
th in one d ly More ih ur 
one di\ s wt it invites 
fungi] inieetions ind bad 
itloui \iso socks that 
(k \ I lop holes should be 
thrown iw iv if vou are 
i Hiking tor pt rtect loot | 
piotecfion Mending 

ales tan never replace 
their cushioning aMitv 
I his could 111 fact lead 
to blisuis and chafed 
feet 

So the best way to 
look after youi feet is to 
invest m a pdir of socks 
that have a bu^ degree 
of sweat etneljing abddy 
as welt 4s ro around the 
fpot^pugly 

to...Miab...). li.Ml imd I 


contact If your shoes are 
worn down on the inner 
edge ot the region of the 
baUs of your feet you have 
a tendency to overpronate 
Once you have got a 
deal picture of your feet 
and the biomechanics 
adaptable to it you can 
start siiiveving the market 
for the correct type of shoe 
for you One of the first 
terms you have to acquamt 
yourself is lasting 
A word with two facets, 
lasting IS vti \ important to 
the prole e tion of your feet 
In first sense of the word, 
you are talking about how 
the shoe IS built Board 
lasting lesults in a stiff, 
stable shoe that doesn t 
boast greit shock absor 
tion On the other hand 
slip lasting gives you a shoe 
that IS less stiff ind more 
shcKk ibsorbing but sac n 
fiees d little on stibility 
When you combine the 
two ind conic up with 
comhinitioii ie ting vou 
develop I blend of both 
resulting m Ixith stiMity 
and fltxibuitv with ui sacn 
111 mg sin / ibsorbing 
when II needed the 
rn s( 

hilts ttond sense last 
uig pel tuns to the curva 
tutc of the shoe Look at 
the sole If you have the 
hvpcrinobile 11 it foot (dis 
cussed in csilier issues) 
arc in overproiialor or are 
a he avy wt ighl you require 
a straight last This is a 
shoe thit IS built on a last 
that IS jlmost no curve 
Phis makes for greater sta- 
bditv and control 
It you have high arches 
and tend to underpronatc 
vou require a curved last 
This gives the shoe a 
chance to conform to the 
shape of your feet and sup¬ 
port them better 
And if vou have the tkir- 
mal foot you can wear 
running that have a niargl 
naliy curved last or $ 
stxsuif^-laBted shoe 
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<] ^ April Viv Richards 
U >5/ notches up yet 
another record as he siams 
the histest century in 1 est 
cncket, scoring 100 1 uns 
off just 56 deiivencs At 
doM of play on the fourth 
day of die fifth and final 
Test against England West 
Indies have I n^nd reefing 
at 33 for two after dec lanng 
their second innings at 346 


<1 ’'V April 1 he West In 
U U dies complete their 
black wash of England b\ 
wmnuig the last I csl at St 
John s by 340runs I icing 
a deficit ol 178 on the last 
I day (lieinglishbatling 
collapses to 170 all out to 
give the Wt st Indies a 5 (J 
winnUht ants 
KtplorWcsscls former 
Aiistrilun lest opt nci rt 
tiu ns to his honit I ind in 
South Mill 1 Wt St I list) 
annouiK c s Ins dc iision to 
con idt r |)la\ im, i u kt I toi 
the South Afi u in It m 

April) i\ ( (1 Ml in 
did li ids I one m in 
figlilb itk to I ikt I’ il isl in 
to then Inst otic di\ iitk 
I. c* ihiiniiionslupUtlt as 



% 



they pip India to the Au 
stralasia Cup by a suigle 
wicket Setting Pakistan 
346 to chase India have 
them in some early trouble 
beWe Miandad puts all 
doubts at rest by dammmg 
a six off the very last ball of 
the innings 

Sunil Gavaskar with 
stores of 92 against Pakis 
tan and 71 against Sn 
Lanka is named the Man 
oftht Match tor the final 

Su fan Edberg Ihi ashes 
lean Lendl 6 3 6 linan 
exhibition match at Osaka 
Edbt rg had (oinc d this 
St nes of exluliition games 
in plate of John M( F nrot 
who IS not fit 

April Scotland 

Y lid will be piocid 
uig St cunt> foi the Indian 
mi ket team ilu t will be 
touiing I ngl 1 id in the sum 
mtr in view of the tlucats 
homlht txliciiusi minded 
p( opie 

Indian An lines n I iin thv 
Bombav tiold Cup hockcv 
Uiuniament beating Mahin 


dra and Mahindra by two 
goals to ml 

April Michael 

Spmks the world 
heavyweight boxing cham 
pion fights off Larry 
Holmes comeback attempt 
and holds onto his crown by 
a split decision 

Jimmy Connors wins a ten 
nis tournament after quite 
some time as he beats 
Mats Wdander in sliaight 
sets in the final of the 
$250 000 Suntorv C up U n 
ms championship at 7 okyo 

1 o hifiiko Seko of Jap in 
beats ill about 3') (X)0 
oth( 1 runiic rs fo win the 
sixth London Marathon 
(locking 1 time of3 hours 
10 miiiiiu s ind 3 seconds 

April ihe intetna 

tionalCi ketCon 
k re net Wuild Cup sub 
cimmitltt hiHkdbvjKk 
H iilev ipprovt s H veiiut s 
in Indi I tor (lit 1987 World 
Cup Mil \ c nut s ippi ov c d 
lie llombiv Calculi i 
Midias Delhi Ahmedi 
bad Bangalore Ch indi 



Compriltor* In the Ml L* Mans 244HHini Moiorcycl* WKlurance raca attlie Mbivi 

cirouit bunch togathar aeon aftarttiaatart 





Hulk Hogan, the reigning 
WWF heavyweight 
champion, sends King 
Kong Bundy flying 
during Wrestlemania 2 m 
Los Angeles Hogan won 
the match which was part i 
of a three-city wrestling . 
spectacle 


gill (. Ill I i M d( 1 lb id 

ind I f II M K 111)111 
N igpui II <* I uiit 


S't fli ( 1 I ul i t e 1 urfi i 
KiJidi Kil I 1 I / 1} 
to VC 1 Oil ^iiu In 1 I mil 
1)-/ IKKMji mil I ti\ 
wominsunm innnmcnt | 


\n UK III n >11) 0)iI1 
jtisiv If nil It quts 
andiaciiii v li in in 
effort to Ml c 11 1) v in ml 
ottlu I liiid Woilrl Inid 
people snipping u ill the 
i iiuou IK r- )ii iliiii things 
to 1 use ilm St (lit million 
fi incs 

Aprii Kol> ill t IS 

Iclld Yustiilli 
wotkl ch imjiion m u tihoii 
er pounds oui thi third 
fastest tinuiig foi the 

nwrathonevet as lie wins 
the Boston Manthon in a 
timing of 3 hours 7 mi 
nutes and 51 seconds 
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&p6rts ChSjlenge 
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Mlikha Singh 

Milkha Singh was easily the 
greatest Indian athlete That 
he tailed to win an Olympic 
medal was a different matter 
The Flying Sikh 
started running 
when he was a sepoy in the 
Indian army in 1952 initially 
he used to run only as a 
method of overcoming the 
boredom of the daily parade 
On one ocassion he was so 
exhausted at the end of a 
cross-country race that he 
almost collapsed dead 
Milkha Singh however 
recovered and was soon 
advised to switch to the 400 
metres he did so and met 
with immediate success 
His first Olympics was in 
1956 He was still a 
disorganised runner and as 
he himself admitted I felt 
totally lost like an uneducated 
child But the modest Milkha 
walked up to the winner of the 
event Charles Jenkins and 
asked him for some advice 


Milkha followed the schedule 
meticulously Soon the results 
were there for all to see He 
ran away with the 200 s as 
the 400 metre champion 
The Olympics were^st a 
year away and Milkha Singh 
was honoured with the Helms 
Trophy an American award 
for the best quarter-miler in 
the world The Olympic record 
was 45 9 seconds At Rome 
he broke the Olympic record 
but unfortunately he failed by 
less than a foot to win what 
would have been India s first 
athletic medal Three are 
many who felt that Milkha 
would have suited the 20Q’S 
better than the 400'$ 

Whether that would tave 
been a better idea or not the 
fact remains that he was due 
of the ftnest quarter-miler of 
his day 










Agreed we lost (for the second consecutive 
time to Pakistan) but we battled well and one 
should not feel very bad Our morale should 
not be adversely affected 

Kapil Oav, captain of Indian cricket team 
after losing to Pakistan 


Pakistan deserved to wm but we had no 
business to lose 

Ral Singh Dungarpur manager of the 
Indian cricket team that lost In the final of 
the Australasia Cup 



Kapil Dnv 


Bemd (Schuster) IS always most welcome I 
offer him open dpor—if he likes to play for his 
country ok come put on the jersey and play 
If not st^ away 

Manager of the Weet Qerman football team 
tor the World Cup, Franz Beckenbauer 

Tim had a change of plans and flew back to 
London But it was not because there was any 
great row between us And he is still my 
agent 

Ian Botham white denying that he and Ms 
manager Tim Hudson were to split 


The rum uf Maradona runs deep He has at 
twenty fivf (c lose to the age Bjorn Borg 
retired from sport) become a millionaire but 
he h js lived on the end of assailants boots, 

I vecJ close to the surgeon s scalpel lived too 
long in the company of a fat agent His very 
shape has changed His dark beard may try to 
suggest the boy has become a man but he is 
unfulfilled he has won nothing and there is a 
joyles&ness about him on the field which hurts 
the onlooker He cheats himself he attempts 
to cheat the referee and he cheats our 
demands for performance above the norm 
Rob Hughes In The Sunday Times 

Sport IS about health and honesty Drug 
abuse is unhealthy and dishonest Bntain is 
setting an example t hope the rest of the world 
will follow 

Sir Arthur Gold Chairman of the British 
Amateur Athletic Board referring to the 
random out of season drug testing plan 
undertaken by his Board 

I would feel a lot happier beating the West 
Indians in Pakistan with neutral umpires Just 
about every other major sport has neutral 
umpires And cricket is now a professional 
sport with money at stake 
Imran Khan, the Pakistani cricket captain 

I do not have a big strong body so I work hard 
at It When someone comes across me in a 
dark alley they d advance not run away as 
they might if they saw Joel Garner or Patrick 
Patterson 
Michael Holding 

I love the game he said and all over the 
world the game has come to love him No 
wonder they were singing Auld Lang Syne 
outside the diessing room at Port of Spain 
because they tfiought they had seen the last 
of him Somehow I doubt It 
Robin Marlar In The Sunday Times white 
Interviewing Michael Holding 

He finally came down to my pace He started 
back pedalling on me I knew I had to win the 
last three rounds I knew I had to stay busy 
be impressive 

World heavyweight boxing chmnpion 
Michael Spinics after hie split points vic¬ 
tory over ex-champion Larry Holmes 



Ian Botl an 


/( 



Im ar Kha 



There being no way of calling the senes off on 
humanitarian grounds the fourth Test be 
tween England and West Indies sponsored 
by Cable and Wireless starts today 

John Woodcock writing in The Times on 
the morning of the fourth Test 

You have three champions right now and the 
only ones happy with that are the cham 
pionship belt manufactures 

Seth Abraham, Senior Vice president of 
the Home Box Office who are organising a 
Heavyweight World Series to finally de¬ 
cide who the real champion Is 

If Ian Botham is an English folk hero as was 
claimed in The Observer then this must be an 
alarming time for the nation Sporting heroes 
reflect or should do our aspirations and 
emotions and if Botham as a person as 
much as a cricketer does this for us then 
notwithstanding his intermitten brilliance with 
bat and ball it suggests we have become 
worringly undiscnminaling and self idulgent 
David Miller in The Times 

Shame oi the generals aftei this massacie 

The Observer after England s 0-5 drubbing 
in the West Indies 

I am getting too old 

World badminton champion, twenty-nine 
year old Han Jian of China 

We have no excuse to offer A team which 
fails to convert two penalty strokes in a crucial 
match can offer no excuse No doubt we have 
a good team with a fine bunch of players but 
on the field their performance was never 
consistent One day they play superbly and 
the next the same set of players would put up 
a surprisingly indifferent performance But I 
must say I am disappointed 
Jhaman Lai Sharma, manager of the 
Indian hockey team which finished fifth In 
the Champions Trophy 

According to the law of probability it is 
virtually impossible to win again Since World 
War il only Brazil have managed it—4n 1958 
and 1962—but they had Pete 
Enzo Bearzot, manager of the Italian 
football team tor the RmxIco World Cup 
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Crossword BrSdge 


Sons Schiipiiro 



Across: 


1 A game akin to bowls played on ice (7) 

4 The first Australian to swim in an 
Olympic Games (4) 

5 The best of talent (S) 

6 Diver for the USA who won the Otym 
pK high diving competition in London 

8 vn^en two boxers take on one another 
(4) 


9 Dismissed (3) 

10 A great cncketer whose autobiography 
you must have read (5) 

12 You re delighted when you get one (5) 

14 A boatman s concern (3) 

15 You need strong arms to tare well in 
this gams (3) 

16 Bntish fencer the first to win an Olym 
pic gold medal (5) 

17 Dolphins who play football in America 

19 [}on t run too fast do It well (3) 

20 Your favourite game (7) 


Down: 

1 French individual combat sport (5) 

2 British (awn bowls gold medal winner 
in me Commonwealth Games (4) 

3 CifcketerforAuatrallaandQueenfi- 
land. Played his first Test at the age of 
30(5) 

4 Abw-andj|oalfteldgame(8} 

7. A famous Darby (5) 

9. DfstniSBad again (3) 

11 Aasociatad with discus, hammer (8) 
13. Footballer An aN-time great (6) 

16 Orlokemr An all Ume great (5) 

18 The boss at world cn^ (3) 


QUESTIONS 

Rarqit Qhoaa 

1 In what sport is Prince Basdiat Jha 
Trophy contested? 

2 What is the Olympic Cup? 

3 Where was the first world chess 
championship (team) held and 
which country won the title? 

4 Last year, twin brothers won an 
International marathon race Who 
were they and what was the race? 

5 In sports parlance who are called 
the “men in black’ ? 

6 Whatis“RSG’’? 

7 When, for me first time, did an 
African country compete in the 
World Cup soccer final? 

8 And which year marks the beginning 
of Asia s participation in me touma 
ment? 

9 When was a World Cup soccer 
match televised worldwide for the 
first time? 

10 Which former US President was in 
his youth a college football player at 
Michigan University 7 
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The editor of the Australian magazine 
Paul Lavtngs was scathing about the 
play of the Finnish declarer on mis deal 
from the Olympiad You may think that 
his own analysis was less than bnlliant 
too 


#086532 
<7 Q 

O A 

# K Q 6 5 3 

# A K 

<P K 5 2 
O J 8 7 3 

# 9 8 7 2 

# 9 

<;> A 9 7 6 
O K Q 6 5 4 2 

# A J 


North was the dealer at game all The 
Finnish declarer played as South in 3NT 
and West led the 2 of hearts (Is there a 
case do you think for leading the king 
since North is known to be short in 
hearts?) The declarer cashed the ace of 
diamonds came to hand with a dub 
men played king-queen of diamonds 
ace of hearts and overtook the jack of 
clubs He made only eight tncks 
Lavings wrote Not a good line 
seeing the contract is cold After the 
queen of hearts wins play ace and jack 
of clubs return to the ace of diamonds 
to cash the clubs and exit with i spado 
Not really a difficult hand 
Rather better because it wins against 
a 5 1 break in clubs is queen of hearts 
ace of diamonds ace of clubs and clear 
the diamonds This ensures two hearts 
five diamonds and two clubs 
Lavinqs goes on to desc nbe the Au¬ 
stralian bidding 


South 

North 

— 

IS 

2D 

3C 

3D 

4C 

4D 

5D 

pass 



They were playing Precision which 
means mat Norm s one spade promised 
at feast a five-card suit and a limited 
hand Even so, it is difficult to imagine a 
more incompetent display Soume fai¬ 
lure to bid 3NT (or mree hearts), arvl 
Norm s failure to rebid his spades are 
incomprehensible Four spades is a 
good contract 
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I see that the author hd-^ t ken bis 
‘ Courax, his nbbed (ue<i iiiue- 
nobbai and his hjtun hippmessm 
bo&hmds, and pnh h v without 
evend^ukingifhi i uhaiulwastoo 
fat over dtdu it < t ws tomewdiat 
eccentni toiiit i mi one other than 
Us ' In <• hit at the tone, it 
tnuslhiM <• It d like a droll idea, 
rmt quill imthathehada 
went il pi tin ol the good woman 
amilit i t '<« div at the guamt no* 
tioti I hwued herself ironing Us 

wo(k' V / 

li\ H of course, he has learned 
thi I rot ol his ways and is reduced 
to I >wn(, his own wood covers and 
pi t itih even cleaning his own golf 
Ihh I see that you recoil m shock 
ind horror surely no wife worthy of 
Uit name would reduce hernun to 
lUt/j indignity ^Ha'I see you know 
little of die woman scomki the goU 
widow rejected It s as if the man had 
hit the lady behind the ear with a 
putting iron 

Th/s, lest we forget is I he Woman 
Who Gave Up tverYtbing tor a golSng 
Send who can t even temember to 
keep his bead still This is the same, 
seWess samtedperson who Sits at 
Home 1 widdling Her thumbs All 
Fvening With Nobody But I he Lliil 
dren lo Talk lo Until You Decide 7o 
Come Home from I he Golf Hub 

And he hasn 1 even taken the minor 
precaution of dedicating the book to 
her' Not need he look for comfort and 
succour 6oni his family A quick 
perusal viUI readilv show that be s 
given his two daughters the elbon 
into the bargain Where does he 
propose to go for has Christmas dinner 
when he s old and grey ^ Whose grand 
children does he imagine he s going to 
dandle on his knee * Who does he think 
will be around on visitor s dav at the 
Home'' 

Can he count on golfs countkss 
also tans’, to whom he has dedicated 
this sbm volume^ Some hopes 
There s no such animal It shows 
culpable, not tosa\ dangerous tgnor 
amre of the psychological make up of 
his fellow gofers to assume that a 
man is an also ran just because he 
siK putts from four feet oi shanlcs 
Hint times m a tow I ve seen Lee 
Ik \mo and Hale It win miss 'em from 
si\ till lies 1 om Wat sem take four to 
get out of a hunker and every goiter 
knovi s that a shank is cmlva whisker 
dW3v irom being a good shot 

You will never meet the man who 
admits to being a bad golfer any more 
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Weawens/ if I otUy htki 
the time to/day twice 
mad three timee a aafeek, 
Ukeaoaaaeoftheee 
Johnnies, I cohIiI lie 
doam to siiwfe figures 
inaaotimeSDoaa^tttikto 
meaaboaatSeafe 
Badteeteawe! Me^s been 
phadaageiaaee be arnae a 
ehud, Wbenyoaamadi 
aafea^ eonfa^faUaag UMn 
verbs, he was out there 
yawetlaiaag chip shots/ 
Tom Watson? Ben 
Crenshaw? Don’t anaake 


than you will meet (me viio admits ta 
being a bad driver, ahusylover, or 
unauetohokHasdnnk 

Golfers witblughbandicaps-tlat’s 
anyone over 16, yes, I am lb (at 
TengdeGC, since you ask}--are not 
badgolfers, and certainly not, as your 
aut&ir would have it, 'also^ans' N(xr 
are they ‘chickens', ‘rabbits’, ‘bung¬ 
lers’or‘wredeers’ They are‘gmks’ 
And there are cmlygdfers' Certaaily, 

I will freely admit Uat there are 
gibers better than nm They practise 
more Theydoitforabvmg They’re 
out (m the com se all day to the 
detriment of their wife, family career 
and dog 

A doctor blend of mine recently 
went skiing for the first tone and took 
dog’s abuse tom the mstructoi till 
flesh and blood could take no more 
Goaded beyond endurance the other 
wise plaad medico turned on is tor 
mentor and shrieked Look, you You 
canski and I can’t'But can you take 
out an appetviix* The effect, 
apparentiv was somewhat vitiated by 
the good doctor laUing over m the 
snow as he made his pomt, but wt 
golfers know what he meant 

Heacens' If I only had the tune to 
play twice and three time s a week 
bkt some of these Johnnies 1 c ould bc' 
down to single Sguies in no time' 

Ikm t talk to me about Seve Ballester 
os' Ht s been pining sinci he was a 
child Wht n v ou and I wen conjugsl 
inglatm veihs he wds out there 
practising chip shots' lorn Watson'' 
Ben Crenshaw'Don t make me laugh' 
What coaldntnehaxedone vntha 
goh schoiaiship to the I nn c i sity of 
Houston'’ 

Also rans ^ Bread winners rather 
toihngatthc HorUict Men and 
women who if on!\ had been given a 
cham c it onJ\ the v had the tune if 
onlv ifmilv 

You know It would serve this 
bandit right if his wife took up the 
game And m six months became a 
bttlei golfer than bun I know I was 
the caddie 





D ue to its proxuiuty to nature 
it IS inevitable that gulf will 
produce Its fair share of 
clashes with the various flora 
and fauna which abound on the course 
The tendency gidfers have to hit a golf 
ball into dense undergrowth means 
that the battle is unceasing, with 
nature usually gaming the upper hand 
Crows, snakes squirrels gopliers 
foxes, badgers and geese have all 
demonstrated a liking for golf balls 
probably m the mist^en belief that 
they are eggs One gopher m Canada 
set an unofficial world record for 
hoarding wdien its nest was disco 
vered to contam 250 balls Crows 
have been observed droppmg balls 
from great heights m an attempt to 
smash them 

A notorious crow frequented the 
13th hole at the Wilmslow course m 
Cheshire, regularly earn mg oU balls 
One of Its victims was professional 
Doug McClelland who was tobbed 
during the Greater Manchester Open, 
\idule m the same area, at Hoylake a 
group of crows relieved the membei s 
m 26 brand new balls m a sin^e oay 
On another occasion, a player drove 
his baU down the fairway but as he 
walked towards his shot he could not 
see the ball anywhere Hewproached 
a hen sittmg m the middle of die 


ffiirway whereupon the hen, anotlmr 
egg-deluded creature got up to reveal 
the player’s ball 

In the struggle for air supremacy 
golfers have registered ‘kills on 
crows, seagulls hawks, pigeons and 
ducks Fhe pnze in the category of 
most appropnate shot must surely go 
to WiUie Fraser of Kingussie GC then 
^ed 11, who, on 12 August 1975 
(Ihe Gionous 1 welfth) killed a grouse 
with his tee shot 

Meanwhile back on the ground the 
most spectacular kill was recorded m 
1934 at St Margarets at CMe GC 
Kent when the professional W J 
Robmson killed a cow with his tee 
shot at the I8th 1 he ammal was 
struck on the back of the head fell 
got up staggered 50 vards and then 
dropped stone dead One can only 
surmise that the shot was powerfully 
struck albeit a little low 

Bovme revenge was extracted 47 
years later m Oakland California 
when a bull escaped from a stockyard 
and ran onto the nearby Gailbraith GC 
and chased golfei Robert Warren 
Warren ran for a tree but the bull 
antiapated this move and amved at 
the tree simultaneously with Wairen 
A hefty butt from the bull ensued and 
Warren was stretdiered off with a 
broken leg 


If you think that s a load of bull, then 
this mcident may stretch your credibil 
ity even further On the 145 yard 4th 
hole at the Mountain View (>C m 
Oregon, Ted Bowenhouse shanked 
his 7 iron tee shot over a barbed wire 
fence mto a field The ball ncocheted 
off the forehead of a grazmg cow 
bounced back onto the course hit a 
sprinkler head then struck a miiwcr 
parked by the side of the gi ec n F rom 
there its only possible destination was 
the bottom ofihe cup where indeed 
it finished 

A resident mole at the 198 yard 5th 
hole at Brampton GC Cumbna made 
an ill tuned and subsequently fatal 
appearance tor as it poked its snout 
above ground it was despatched to 
that Great Molehill m the Sky by a ball 
struck with a 3 woexi I he golfer Bill 
Wntson was credited with golfs only 
known mole m one 

1 he old joke about the golfer 
thrashing abemt in the rough and the n 
claimmg he was killing a snake has a 
ring of truth in it so far as Jimmy 
Stewart is concerned Playing in the 
1972 Singapore tljjen Stewart 
approached his ball on one hole only to 
see a large c obra convei ging on the 
missile He killed the reptile with a 
club only to see another smaller 
cobra emerge from the dead snake s 
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jdws ll met the same fate 
f )n t erttiin ui> country courses m 
Afncd cacldit s rc tusc to venture into 
the louK rou^h for fc ar of snakebite 
while in the 1 Fmted blaUs the city 
count li of Ark<insas Lit\ Kansas .isk 
Kolfeisplaying;lilt Spiin^hillcouist to 
sign a reltase fit t mg the t itj from 
liability in cast of snakebilt At the 
(jrlen Canytin course in Arizona a local 
rule providt^ that If vour ball Linds 
within a ciuolenglh of a rattlesnake 
you are allowed to move the hall 
Nature had the last word at a 
water strewn hole in Portugal The 
water c anie into play on two adjacent 
holes and was also the home of a 
group of ducks f)ne dav the ducks 
wen gouig peacefully about their 
busines‘ when two four balls arrived 
<it the holes together bhot after shot 
plunge (I into the water around the 
duck'- until (mally they could take the 
barrage not longer and almost as one, 
waddle d out of the water, taking 
re luge in the safer confines of the 
gree n the goiters were auning at 
A plai c in lush folkioie is reserved 
tot the goats of Lahincli 
biK eessivc geneiations of these 
inimaK liave ac ted as reliable weather 
lot ec asters tor golfeis on this Country 
11 11 e links When the weather is set 
fan the goals can be found on the far 
n ai he s of the course but if the 
we dllier is abeiut to change for the 
worse the goats will head back to 
she Iter in the lee of the clubhouse On 


one occasion the club barometer 
broke down, whereupon the Secret 
arv pinned up a notice which reiad 
‘See (rtiats' In recent years the goats 
have been elevated to a position on 
the otticial club crest No such honour 
was given to a ram which attackc d two 
players approachmg the 7th green at 
Dungannon Lmks Co 1 vi one m 193b 
Despite their attempts to beat off the 
aggressive rummant, they were 
forced to give up their game 




kpstt from dogs, which are db trojp 
at toumatnents, professional golfers 
are frmiy well protected from interfer¬ 
ence by animal outside agencies, but 
not always In the l%8 Open Cham¬ 
pionship at Carnoustie Bntish profes¬ 
sional John Morgan had the unnerving 
expencnce of being bitten by a rat 
while looking for a toll in the rough 
He was also bitten by the golf Course- 
he was round in 92 

It was P 0 Wodehoijse who wrote 
of the golfer whose pme was affected 
by ‘the clamoui of the butterfiles m 
the adjcHmng meadow’ but one golfer 
who has cause to cut se this particular 
species of wildlife is Bntish profes 
sionallanMosey In the 1979South 
African Open he stood on the final tee 
needing a par lour to win the title As 
he began his downswing on the dnve, 
a butterfly alibied on his ball causmg 
him to hit It into the trees lie 
eventually holed out in six missing a 
putt of a yard to tie 

One profossional who succeeded in 
levellmg up the scores a little m man’s 
struggle aj^st nature was Nick 
Pnee Playing at the Elephant Hills 
course on the banks of the Zambesi in 
Zimbabwe, Price drove off at one hole 
just as a group of bush pigs was 
crossmg the fairway As in the cow 
killuig episode the ball was powerfully 
struck but a tnfle low 1 he bush pig is 
an unattractive animal which patrols 
the jungle with its tail struck straight 
up m the an* revealing a none loo 
pleasant orifice underneath Pnee’s 






Struck die lead bush-i^ in pre¬ 
cis!^ that spot and stayed there, 
Mfu&ig the anknal rushing into die 
undergrowth squeal^ like, well, a 
studc pig of course. 

Golfers and geese do not, it seems, 
have a happy relationship. In Mas¬ 
sachusetts a goose, having been 
struck by a gok ball which then came 
• -to rest by a water hazard, waddled 
bver to die ball and kicked it into the 
water. 

Then there was the case of the 
Murdered Gooses. A 67-year-old 
American, Dr Sherman Tliomas, iw- 
fowly escaped going to jail for beating 
a Canadian Goose to death with his 
putter .(evidence does not reveal 
whether it was a goose-neck putter). 
The assault took place on the 17th 
|reen at the fashionable Congressional 
Club in Washington. The doctor 
claimed in court that his approach shot 
struck the bird and. to put it out of its 
misery, he administerijd the coup de 
grace. Other evidence submitted 
Stated that the doctor had attacked 
the bird because the creature liad put 
him off with its mournful honking cry. 
The doctor’s lawyers successfully ap¬ 
plied for a 'plea b^gain’ and their 
client was fined $.6()() under the Migra¬ 
tory Birds 'I'reaty Act. 

A HOLE-IN-ONE is the ulthnate 
stroke in golf, its perfection can¬ 
not be beaten and its perpetrator can 
bask in its glow forever. The odds 
against achieving this feat are asto¬ 
nishingly high, emerging roughly as 
lollows: male professional or top 
amateur, 3,708 to 1; female profes¬ 
sional or top lady amateur, 4, 658 to 1; 
average golfer, 42, 952 to 1. In 1951 a 
competition was held in New York 
when 1,409 players who had done a 
holed-in-one played over several days 
at short holes on three local courses. 
Each player was allowed five shots, 

S 'ving an aggregate of 7,045 attempts, 
o one holed-in-one. 

Even amidst the joy engendered by 
the feat, fate still lurks with the loaded 
l^ve, as in the case of the New 
island golfer who holed-in-one at the 
6th and. while walking to the next tee 
with a spring in his step, was knocked 
unconscious by a ball i^en from the 
nearby 8th tee. Take heed also from 
the eiqierience of Charles Coody in 
the 1972 US Masters. As defending 


Bwnlwrd Lang«r and hi* tanioua 
ttaaraoovary m tha 1881 Benson 
and Ha dga a intafnatlonai 
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John Hudson colot yt o s his hwo consscutivs holss-in-ono In ths 
1971 Msrtinl Intsmstlonsi st R<^i Norwich 


champion, Coody had every reason to 
believe that the Georgia sunshine 
would continue to shine exclusively on 
him when, in the first round, he 
holed-m-one at the 6th. At the next 
hole he was suddenly enveloped in a 
deep pal) of gloom. 1*66 hole measures 
just 365 yards and is one of the 
shortest par fours on the course. 
Coody holed out in seven. Consider 
too the circumstances concerning a 
certain Dr Tucker in 1936 at a course 
m New Orleans. The god doctor put 
his name down for a hole-in-one com¬ 
petition. He then repaired to the 
competition hole, put down a ball and 
holfd-in-one. He rushed back to the 
clubhouse to impart his good tidings. 
Wlien he got there he found that the 
competition was not due to begin for 


another two weeks. 

In the 1974 Penfold Tournament at 
Worthing, professional Peter Wilcock 
holed-in-one at the 5th to win a prize 
of a car, worth £2,000. He achieved 
his ace in the second round but since 
the prize was on offer throughout the 
tournament, Wilcock took the precau¬ 
tion of insuring against having to share 
the spoils of his good fortune with 
another professional. It was a wise 
move for, in the very next round, 
another hole-in-one was achieved. 

The only stight drawback was that it 
was by the same player. 

At Rochford GC, Essex, one Sun¬ 
day morning a player said he had 
dreamed he had done tlie 10th hole-in- 
one. His companions were scornful 
and commented on his over¬ 


indulgence the ni^t before. Some . /'I 
sizeame bets were struck and wh^ '' 
the player anrived at the 10th, a good 
crowd had gathered. To everyone’s 
amazement, the player holed-in-one 
and the hole is still Imown as 'The 
Dream Hole’. 

Two golfers approached the 187- 
yard 12th hole of the Box Valley GC in ' 
Wisconsin. The sun was low aid the 
first player hit his 3-wood towards tlte 
green into the glare. The second 
player foUowed suit with a 4-wood. On 
reaching the green they found one ball 
in the hole, but since both of them 
were playing with the same type and 
numbered ball, they do not know to 
this day who had the hole-in-one 

It should never be forgotten that a 
hole-in-one is only one stroke in a 
round and therefore has exactly Uie 
same value as a one-inch putt or a 
250-yard drive. This fact may have 
escaped Eric Fiddian while playing in 
the 36-hole final of the 1933 Irish 
Open at Royal County Down. In the 
morrung round, Fiddian holed-in-one 
at the 7th and then repeated the feat 
at the 14th in the afternoon. His 
opponent. Jack McLean, was obvious¬ 
ly unmoved by these flamboyant 
strokes and defeated Fiddian by 3 and 
2 . 

On occasions, a hole-ki-one has no 
value whatsoever, as in the case of 
professional Stuart Brown who. while 
playing in the 1980 Kenya Open, 
hooked his tee shot to dhe short 2nd 
hole at the Muthaiga GC into some 
bushes. Brown followed the correct 
procedure and announced he was 
playing a provisional ball. He then hit 
his provisional baU straight into the 
hole. Unfortunately for him, his origin¬ 
al ball was found and he eventually 
holed out in four. When play was over 
for the day. Brown found he had 
missed the 36-hoIe cut by one stroke. 
Similar devaluation was experienced 
by Robert Saalfield playing the 195- 
yard 7th at the Savamudi GC, Geor¬ 
gia. Saalfield hit his first two tee shots 
out-of-bounds and then holed out with 
his third attempt for a five-in-one. 

As mentioned earlier in this chap¬ 
ter, in order to get your hole-in-one in 
the record books, you have to do 
something exceptional. Perhaps you 
n^t feel that your total of say five 
holes-in-one in a lifetime is worthy of 
mclusion. Forget it. Amateiff Norman 
Manley of Long Beach, California is 
the current leader with 47 aces so far 
in his life. Manley also achieved the 
incredible feat of successive hoies-in- 







otte at two par-four holes, the historv- 
making strokes occurring at the 330- 
wd 7th and the 290-yard 8th of the 
Del Valle Country Club. California, in 
September 1964. The feat of scoring 
successive holes-in-one in a full pro¬ 
fessional tournament has been 
achieved only once. In the 1971 Marti¬ 
ni International at Royal Norwich, 
British professional John Hudson 
holed-in-one with a 4-iron at the 190- 
yard 11th and after a twenty-minute 
wait on the next tee, holed out again 
with a driver on the downhill 311-yard 
12th; on this occasion the ball ran 
through the players still putting on the 
green. 

In the 1974 Eastern Countries 
Foursomes at Hunstanton, Bob 
Taylor, a member of the Leicester¬ 
shire team, set a unique record by 
holing-in-one at the same hole, the 
16th, on three successive days. The 
first occurred in practice with a 1-iron 
and the other two in competition, both 
with a 6-iron. These most repetitive 
dces were almost equalled by John 
Murphy who holes his tee shot at the 
175-yard 5th hole at the Wil-Mar GC, 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Since he was 
playing alone, his ace was unofficial, 
so after the round he took the assis¬ 
tant greenkeeper out with him to the 
same hole, put down a ball and repe¬ 
ated the feat. 

Another record in tins department 
was set by 26-year-old Saitt Palmer 
of San Diego in 1983, when he became 
tlie first player to score a hole-in-one 
on four consecutive days. He re¬ 
corded his feat at the Balboa Park 
Municipal Course in his home town by 
respectively holing out with his driver 
on the 260-yard 6rii on day one, a 
5-iron at the 198-yard 8th on day two, 
a wedge at tlie 150-yard 1st on day 
three and finally a 6-iron at the 8th 
again. It should be stated tlut this 
record was achieved on a nine-hole 
course with four par three holes, thus 
affording more possibilities than usual. 

One of the most enduring world 
records is that held by Robert Mitera 
who claimed the longest hole-in-one 
when he holed his tee shot on the 
447-yard 10th at the aptly named 
Nfiracle Hill GC in Omaha. The ground 
sloped sharply downhill and he was 
aided by a strong following wind. 

bt 1^1 at Beamish GC in Co 
Durham, seventeen-year-old Stephen 
Wi^hnan decided, for a lau^, to play 
the 174-yaFd 4di using his putter from 
the tee. The ball rocketed off the 
pidter, never rising above waist 
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A spectator like this one pictured here Is enough to unnerve even 
the most professional of goNm 


height, landed on the green and ran 
into the hole. 

When the mandarins at Baltusrol, 
New Jersey wanted to toughen up 
their course for the 1954 US Open, 
they brought in the eminent architect 
Robert Trent Jones. At the end of the 
work, the c-ommittee protested that 
Jones had made the course too tough, 
in particular the short 4th hole which 
had to be played across water to a 
narrow green protected by bunkers at 
the back. Jones disagreed with the 
officials and took them out to the hole 
to test it out. The officials aU hit their 
shots and then it was Jones’s turn. His 
shot flew towards the green, pitched 
and rolled gently into the hole. 

‘As you can see, gentlemen,' said 
Jones, 'this hole is not too tough.' 

The earliest recorded ace occurred 
in the Open Championship of 1868, 
when Young Tom Morris, in the first 
of his four consecutive victories in the 


event, holed-in-one at the 145-yard 
8th at Prestwick. 

Most hole-in-one records are held 
by men but one record held by Nila 
Morrison of Michigan is unlikely to be 
beaten by a man. In 1967, Mrs 
Morrison had a hole-in-one two days 
before she gave birth to a son. This 
record has not been seriously chal¬ 
lenged since, although m 1982 Kitty 
Peck holed-in-one at the Recreation 
GC in California two weeks before she 
gave birth to her son. 

Swiss golfer Otto Buchet became 
the oldest player to hole-in-one when, 
at the age of 99 in January 1985, he 
aced the 130-yard 13th with a 5-iron 
on La Manga's South Course. This 
beat the previous record held jointly 
by three American strii^gs who 
were aged only 93 at the time of their 
achievement. 

Keep trying, everyone! 
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our pticlominite Pikis 
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almost iiuulully \ Utlini^ 
oiiilsi lornpluinii i mi 
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tiv ind loininic \ nirsill 
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suih loinniitttd tikyisiim 
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K nnu impoitince in Indii | 
lot ht I s ind grind i 
mothtis who piiviously I 
did not ivin know of the “ 
gamt s txisttmi now pai 1 
taki m inimitid dinner * 
timt disi ussions ibout 
whit Chi tin Shinn I could 
hivi with the list bill 
i unit to think ot it what 
eoutd Sliumi hne done' 
Con idei ihi piissure on 
him Ion idei his telatne 
ini xpe I le in i C onsider loo 
the fae t that the batsman m 
question is one of the 
greatest lighters in the 
giine \ou think vou could 
hiyt dom anv belter' You 
did Admit It you did Else 


you wouldn t liave lent voui 
consider ihle opinion to the 
r iging d( b vte on Die fin il 
delntiy 

1 1 the people biel 
home It w is untoigivabk 
IliustliokI Otfices Hus 
Even swimming po ils we n 
priNV t( mirnated disuis 
si( n ibout wh it i ould h n e 
he e 11 d( ni And wh it 
shtnM hive been dom 
Kipil Devs inisi ikulitnn 
on Dll o IIS Kirti \/ids 
stmt with Dll hell V/liaiud 
din s ri in iv il ck wn thi b it 
ling idti And fioursi 
Che til Shu nils list tatil 
hill Nt torn IS kit un 
tumid 
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gilore Diffeient (Kiints ot 
\« w on how Dll 1 ist di liv 
e I y i oiild h ivi ht eii 
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Ihi piimutilions m end 
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the extieniily of the 
(It isi III (( uld h ivt 
bowled 1 slowti one He 
eould tvtn hot bowlid it 
unde r irm' 

Aiiothei si hool of 
Diouglit deiides he did ix 
letK the right thing \tttr 
ill whieh bitsmui would 
expect I lull toss when he 
is looking tor I lilt lo the 
(e in t 
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One ball to go Four runs to get Last pair at the 
wicket The possibilities are endless—but the result 
will be definite 



near a cricket pitch in iO 
yearb Granted there ts a 
measure of wisdom (how 
much were not sure) in 
their sugge stions but 
theirs lb the perspective ot 
hindsight Besides which as 
you will agree it s pretty 
simple to provide a solUDon 
when the match is over and 
youi eneketmg expert 
encts art fuelled by end 
less glasses ot cold lager 

Whatever it was that 
went through young Che 
tm Sh iim I s mind as he 
w tiki d U) the top ujf his 
bowling run let me assure 
vou that his was not a 
position to be envied 1 
mem how manv of you 
si If ippuinted experts 
would hive liked to be in 
ns boots' Whin you know 
thit your country s tup of 
)uy de pends on what you do 
in the next ten seeimds 
Not me for suie 

But there was an mtelli 
gent obseivition from one 
of my tnends He said the 
turning point was the 
second I ist ball of the last 
over He feels haiing got 
/ulqiniam out we hid no 
business letting lauseef 
l ike 1 single off the sc eond 
list ball thereby giving 
Miand id the strike Know 
mg fully well that lauseet 
wis not going to Mlcrnpt a 
big hit off his first li ill we 
should hive h id all the 
fielders inside the urele to 
tut off the smgle hood for 
thought mv friend adds 
ruefully 

But did It really make a 
differenee' Arent we all 
forgetting what happened 
at the other side of the 
wicket where Javed Mmn 
dad waited ready to thump 
any delivery over the 
fence' Having alieady 
scored 110 Mrandad must 
have been seeing the bafl 
hke a foutbaU^ It is debat 
able whether even a Mar 
shall or a Ka{}i} would have | 
nude any difference to hnn. 

So It isn't enbrefy Che- 
tan Sharma s fault, aU 

Pradeep Paul 



Himachal—Hie land of many enchantments 


Th« freadom of the mind and spirit that 
takes you to sublime heights Himachal 
offers a grand choice of gorgeous terrain for 
river side lampmg forest walks campfires 
mountaineering and rock climbing etc 
Trekking enioys great response Oalhousie 
Oharamsala Palampur Joginder Negar Kutu 
Sarahan and the Kangra Valley are ideal for 
trakkmg In winter the snowy slopes allure you 
for skiing at Kufri Narkanda Manaliand 
Rohiang Sports lovers have golf angling 
boating and hang-gliding faalities 


Sports & adventure are only a pait of the 
Panorama Other excitements are lavish 
Nature folk art & culture places of pilgrimage 
and fans and festivals 

Aval of HPTDC conducted tows m 
HInMelial Tounsm Luxury Coachas/AC Cars 

Air conditioned & Super Deluxe Coaches 
Imponed & Indian Cars available for various 
dertinetions in Himachal from New Delhi 
Chandigarh Simla Manali&Dalhousie 


The 

spirit of 
adventure 


Make yoursaN comfditablo M any of the 
WTDC cMn of HoMa. 

SIMLA—Hotel Holiday Home Hotel Wildflower 
Hall NARKANDA-HotelHimview 
SARAHAN—Tounst Lodge CHAIL—Palsce 
Hotel Rajgarh Cottage JOGINDER NAGAR— 
Tourist Bungalow KULU—Hotel Sarvari 
KATRAIN—Hotel Apple Blossom RAISON— 
Tourist Huts NAGGAR—Castle Hotel 
MANALI—Log Huts Cottages Manalsu Hotel 
Tourist Lodge Hotel Baas Tounst Inn Hamta 
Brich View Huts DHARAMSALA-Hotel 
Dhauladhar PALAMPUR—Hotel T Bud 
DALHOUSIE—Hotel Geataniali Youth Hostel 
KHAJJIAR—Hotel Devdar Youth Hostel 
CHAMBA—Hotel Champak Hotel Iravati 



HOTEL T BUD PALAMPUR 


Join National Himalayan Trekking Programmes being organised by 
Himachel Tourism and Youth Hostels Association of India 
from 8th May to 4th June 1986 in Kulu Valley 


HIMACHAL 

FOR ALL SEASONS, ALL REASONS 




MDCRCUMBINO 


HANG GLIDING 


TREKKING CAhW 


to dtliM niornui on sne inHvn ont 
pkMV contict N mociMl Tour un oHico K 

NEWDELHt-ChandralokDIdg 36 Janpath Tel 346330 S3104 
CALCUTTA-3 Ii Cemac Street Tel 446B47 
BOMBAY—World Trade Centra CufleParede Tel 319191/364 
MADRAS—38 Commander in Chief Road Tel 473966 
CHANOIGARH-SCO 104649 Sector 33 B Tel 26494 
SIMLA-Ttw Mall Tel 3311 3956 
PATHANKOT—Opposite Railwey Station Tel 20316 


1 ^. 


Himachal Pradesh 
Tourism Devetopment 
Conmnition Limited 

RitzAiwwx9 Simla 171 001 
Phoiwe 4472 3877 8071 
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will be 8 tunuiltuous welcome 
fbrtte victorious Indian cricket team 
t|t borne but we must remember that 
too much adulation and criticism are 
affidnst baiuc tenets of die game. 
\^ory or defeat is just like two sides 
of a coin and what matters is the team 
spirit and zeal with which a game is 
^yed. After the 1971 victory in 
England dismal performance followed. 
Otir players are tdways on edge to 
give their best as we treat them as 
either 'heroes’ or ‘zeroes’ withm no 
time. When tliey are abroad they play 
theft natural ^le aiid die team spirit 
is at its best. Inhere is no one except 
to fhH badt upon one another. 

The facts that have emerged after 
the successful tour of England are a 
marked improvement in the leadership 
quafity of Kapil Dev; intelligent spin 
bowling; clicking of the lower middle 
order batting .and excellent fielding. 

Our seamers did well; particularly 
Chetan Sharma. But we should not 
forget that conditions in England are , 
ideal ftn* such bowling and much 
should not be expected of them else¬ 
where. The heartening feature has 
been the emergence of Maninder as a 
ckiss spinner who is now fitting in 
grove of Bedi. The sterling perform¬ 
ance by Vengsarkar with the bat and 
Kftan More’s behind the stumps and 
with the bat are higWy commendable. 

In a nutshell we have shown that we 
are a force to reackon with not only in 
one dayers but Test cricket as well 
and our team must live up to this 
reputation in future. 

DR. SHYAM. N. SHUKLA. 

Lucknow. 

Unimaginative 

THE recently announced fixtures 
for the domestic cricket season and 
the season against the Australians is 
most disappointing to persons who 
expected the Boa^ to take some bold 
and innovative steps to improve the 
standard of cricket in the country. 

Fftst of all, a record number of six 
one-day international matches has 
been arranged against the Aussies. it 
is now a widely accepted view that 
one-dayers tate a heavy toU of the 
playerB* mental and ph)^ical strength, 
tfence this unimaginative schedule is 
only intended to 1^1^ the already 
balky pucae of Board. 

Moreover thiEBe one-day matches 


I 


are gc^ to be played only betnwrii' 
the national teams of the two ''' ■ 
countries and hence many of tite 
promising youngsters wlu) are , - 
knocking at the doors of the 
international crideet are notldt 0 ||^lp'';' 

Secondly, in the dtxnestklufti;^''' 
everyone expected a change ' 

format of the Duleep Trophy [ ■ 4, 
tournament Last when the, 
tournament was conductedfti the , ■; 

south, most of die matches were'' 
affected by rain and hence many 
promisit^ players from East and 
Central Zones were not ^le to show 
their talent ip front of the selectms. 

The best thing would be to conduct 
this tournament on a league basis. 

Like in England, Combii^ 

Universities should be given a place ' 
with the other zones in this 
tournament. 

S.E.NARAYANAN. , .... 

Coimbatore. , 

'Back where we bvkMif 

INDIA has now grasped thar 
form and team si^t. We saw tKs ;.v% 
nature of performance in the 19g3, •.j 
during the “World Cup”. If theft'; 
no tension between the little mftrttar 
“Sunn/’ and the 290-wicket-t8ker 
“Kapfi'’. then we can say that Inia will 
keep winning. 

We hope that they will pby fike this ,, f. 
or better in the future. /■/," 

TAPANMISHRA, V-:- 

Singbhum. 

An obituary 

MANY years ago a mock obituary'4^^,; 
English cricket was published 
first time in the sporting times . 

1882. “In affectionate remembrih^;^ 
English Cricket which died at tite ' 
Oval, 29th Aug 1982, deeply lamrati^ 
by a large circle of sorrowing frimds . 
and a^uuntances^—R. 1. P. .'1 

N.B. Ine body will be creinated.and. 
the Ashes tidten to Austrdia. '‘ 

Why can't we make use of the 
obituary after En^nd's defeat 
West Indies and India? ; 

“In affectionate remembrance of '.' .'o 

ghsh Cricket which suffered a ftreila 
at Lord’s and died at Leeds desnil^.' 
lamented by a large circle of aotemr-. - • 
ingfriends and acguaintances-r>S>t.P« 
Ibe body wul be cremated aiciili^ 
the Ashes taken to Bombay, hdUHifi 

oflift^Cridtet. ■ 

aiCSUBRAMANIUM. 

Madras. 
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’iRi0iate to Britain stoce 
'{Mm had’ audt a. vested 
iMeresft in South Ahica- 
...But the epedail envtom- 
toent created by a gadier- 
mg'^ ^ Omimoiiwealth 
. mttidna seoned to have no, 
e&ct on Mrs Thatcher. (If 
there had been an^'other 
flovermneiit in Bntain at 
Uiis moment, even a Con* 
servative government 
headed by someone other 
thm Mrs Thatcher, the 
prd>lem would never have 
assumed such serious 
dimensions. In fact, the 
Labour, Liberal and Sodal 
Democrats p^es are in 
tune with Incba’s position.) 
Not only did she make a 
great fuss about even a 
margina] concession, but 
promptly began sneering at 
the rest of the Common¬ 
wealth nations the moment 
she reached London. 

It must be stressed that 
Britain is virtually alone— 
and it is not a question of 
just white supporting 
white. Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and Canada are in total 
sympathy with those who 
want to destroy apartheid. 
It is only Mrs Tfjatcher’s 
obstinacy which is hurting 
the Commonwealth spirit 
Bt any case, a last effort' 
was made for a peaceful 
sdution to the South Afri¬ 
can problem through the 
creation of the eminent 
persons’ group, composed, 
as its name implies, of emi¬ 
nent persons from a range 
of countries—Malcolm 
Fraser, former Prime 
Minister, came from Au¬ 
stralia, for instance, and. 
Swaran SinM from India. 
But even mule this group 
was doing its best to try 
mi find a way’ out of this 
difficult mess, the South 
Africans cynically sabot¬ 
aged them by munching 
iraied raids agirinst nei^- 
bouring black countnes 
evra while they were in 
Sooth Africa. Far from con¬ 
demning this astonishing 
ffijqriay of arrogance, Mrs 
Tnifrher pontitoied to de- 
Imd thd pro mo t era of apar- 
I^hy'itow the rest 



Non-participation in the Commonwealth 
Gomes may rxjt change Mrs Thatcher, but 
it will go some way towards changing 
popular opinion in Britain—and then 
hopefully popular opinion con change Mrs 
Thatcher 


of the Commonwealth was 
fed up of Mrs Thatcher's 
duplicity in the defence of 
the indefensible. And they 
decided that the time had 
come to send a powerful 
message: if Britain did not 
agree with the common 
sentinunt to impose econo¬ 
mic sanctions gainst South 
Africa, then this time there 
would be a reaction. Hence 
tlie boycott. 

As Winnie Mandela, 
daughter of the imprisoned 
Nelson Mandela, put it in a 
interview, “Had it not beat 
for the l^gan aAi^i^a- 
fion and the ThalciM gov¬ 
ernment, the Pretotu spv- 
ernmeht yrotddn’t be wwre 


it is today, continuing its 
violence on unarmed and 
defenseless people...To 
Margaret Thatcher we are 
notfung more than her in¬ 
vestments in our own land. 
She isn't bothered about 
the blood that is flowing 
every day in our coun¬ 
try... We are asking the 
rest of the caring world to 
impose sanctions as the 
only peacefiil measures we 
know of which would re¬ 
duce the violence in our 
country." 

The figlfr therefore has 
to be at two levels: one, 
mtemal, where constam 
protests by Macks inside 
South Afiriot weidtons the 


racist government M Pre¬ 
toria; and two, external, 
wlwre pressure from the 
rest of toe world makes its 
impact on toe South African . 
economy. Since Britain is I 
the principal defender of 
this raosm, this oppres¬ 
sion, a message had to be 
sent that the friends of a 
p^h would gradually be 
given toe same status. 

The withdrawal from toe 
Commonwealth (xames is 
the first salvo in a larger 
message—that if Britam 
does not change then toe 
price will get higher. 

The Commonweafto tt- 
self is not going to survhw 
in its present shape to 
members cannot a^ree on 
toe very basic minitnum— 
that racism as an idea, as an 
ideology, is wrimg, and 
must be founht tbrou^ ev¬ 
ery method posstoe. If Bri¬ 
tain remains its obstinate 
Ttotcherite self, then it 
cannot sit as an ^ual in tto 
Commonwealth. It is wel¬ 
come to take its racism 
elsewhere. 

It is a pity that Britain is 
currently m the grip of a 
conservative like Mrs Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher but toat is 
more Britain’s problem, niH 
ours. We have to take toe 
lead in telling the world that 
enough is enou^, that our 
patience is running out We 
do not have much to fifdfr, 
with, not being superpiwir- 
ers, but that will not dimin¬ 
ish our will, that wffl not 
prevent us from using what 
weapons we do have. 

Non-parricipation in the 
Commonwealth Games, 
may not change Mirs 
Thatcher, but it wfll 
some way towards chang¬ 
ing popuku’ ojHnkxi in Bri¬ 
tain—and then hopMllly . 
that popular q:iraon can 
change Mrs Thatd»r. ’v 

Africa is at a most 
juncture in'its history,j 
for us, who have totoht^ 
colonialism and racism lor 
so long, iKit to have > 

this step Would have bM'i ! 
denial of dur most ' f 
damoital ideology end / 

Bet 




, “iiad not Japan been trium- 
I^isint over Russia, had not 
tile white prestige suffered 
a Severe blow, the same 
.bureaucratic colour bar 
'WbuM have spread in a 
malignant form throughout 
tile ccmtinent of Asia.” 
J*.8. JosM in Venf/et on 
$utlh Mfriea 

"No normal sport m an 
abnormal society. ” 

Hanan Howa, president of 
SACOS. 

“There is much hypocrisy. 
Even though there was a 
b^cott ol the 1976 Olym¬ 
pic Games, Jamaica took 
part. This was because 
they knew that Don Quar- 
rie would win the ^)0m 
gold medal. Singer Jimmy 
Cliff comes to South Africa, 
yet still wins top showbiz 
awards back home in 
Jamaica.” 

Lawrence Rowe. 

The sort of five-figure 
sums being paid by fk>uth 
African business to bribe, 
irony of ironies, a team of 
West Indians to return to 
their continent of origin is a 
marie not of success but of 
failure.” 

David MHIar In tJie Timas. 

“Most of us came to South 
Africa not knowing what to 
expect Believe you me, 
most of us are so impress¬ 
ed it ain’t funny. There’s no 
way this has been laid on. 
There’s no way a guy can 
cenne up to you in the 
street—a black guy—and 
say to you; "We are glad 
you are here.”’ 

Colin Croft. 

“India, Pakistan or Guyana, 
for instance, exercise some 
repression on ethnic or reli¬ 
gious grounds. Moreover 
cnckelcrs from these coun¬ 
tries have cheerfully played 
with and against South Afri¬ 
cans in Em^d.” 

EdKofiil by C.M. JaaMm In 
Tba CriOta^, Jane 1982. 

’’Well, I dunno. All 1 know 
IS tiiere's a race gdlf coturae 


VOICE OF THE 




A siffvey of wcddwkfe reacts 


there.” 

Alec Bedser, when asked 
about Gienaagles. 

‘The issue after all is not 
whether it is right or wrong 
to play against a country 
which once had segregation 
in sport (and was doubtless 
not alone in that), but 
whether for financial 
reasons it is nght to allow 
the British freedom ot 
choice to be eroded be¬ 
cause it does not suit the 
policies of foreign gov¬ 
ernments... the original 
reason for the ostracism, 
segregated sport, has been 
removed at a pace which 
few predicted...up to 1980 
Rhodesia was persona non 
grata in world sport. Now, 
without having made the 
same intensive effort as 
South Africa to make their 
sport non-racial, they are 
to play in the World Cup. If 
playing against South Africa 
condones the policies of 
that country, does not play¬ 
ing against Zimbabwe con¬ 
done the activities of the 
Fifth Brigade?” 


Michael MeNord. 

“The Cricket Council said 
there would be no further 
tours involving South Africa 
‘until South African cricket 
is played and teams are 
selected on a multi-racial 
basis in South Africa.’ 

“To be honest, we have 
deserved that. I don’t be¬ 
lieve South African cricket 
was organised on a con¬ 
sciously racial basis. But in 
a country with an official 
policy of apartheid, cricke¬ 
ters played within their 
own ^oups. 

“Since then, however, 
our administrators have 
worked fearlessly to bowl 
out racism. Now we can 
proudly claim to have eradi¬ 
cated all vestiges of racial 
discrimination from our 
cricket. Nor did this pro¬ 
cess stop once we had 
satisfied the requirements 
of the Cricket Council, 
which were repeated by 
the ICC in 1974. We have 
carried on creating a just 
system for all our cricke¬ 
ters because we believe it 



“IMb etn ptow^ Claim to ftavs •radicatad all VMtigw 
Ql facial dHserlmlnation fraffl our artefcat," faala Baehar. 


to be rit^. 

“South African erkdeet 
today is totally auton- 
(unous. We have won the 
ri^t to run our own afrairs 
without interferena frdm 
the government or any 
other outside agency. 

“How many other coun¬ 
tries have cricket adminis¬ 
trators who can make the 
same claim? Sadly, it 
seems most administrators 
in other countries adirare 
what we in South Africa 
have done—but when "it 
comes to doing something 
positive to acknowledge 
our efforts, they all wash 
their hands of us. Then we 
hear that they can't offend 
their governments or go 
against the Gleneagles 
Agreanent." 

Or All Bacher, formar S. 
African Tact player. 

“Sport is the most under- • 
valued social service 
today." 

Tommie Campbell In Tfre 
Criekater In^mallottal. 

“To put restrictions on the 
teams Australia, and any¬ 
one else for that matter, 
can bring here woidd be 
forther inviting our isola¬ 
tion. Such moves would be 
counter-productive, herald¬ 
ing South Africa’s re- 
admission to international 
cricket. It is the very 
strength of West Indies 
cricket that has been a 
contributory factor in keep¬ 
ing South Africa out of Test 
cricket. Since they were 
expelled from the Interna¬ 
tional Cricket Conference 
in 1971 the West Indies 
command large CTowds and 
earn healthy profits for host 
countries when on tour. 
Our presence is essential in 
ensuring that South Africa 
is kept out of Test cricket 
until aU forms of apartheid 
are obliterated. If England 
now find they cannot play 
against us, they could look 
to fill the breach by idaying 
against South Africa, the 
very evoitu^y we have 
fou^ so hard to {sceveaft.” 






XETNIE'SLANAES 
HOIHUMITCS ONLY 



“You have to visit South Africa and see how complex the apartheid question la before making 

declamatory statamenta...*’ 


West Indian commentator 
Tony Cozier. 

“'Fhey (the South Afticans) 
were giving me the oppor¬ 
tunity of earning in one 
month what 1 might expect 
to make in the next six 
years just as a North¬ 
amptonshire player. ” 

Geotl Cook. 

“I am a professional cricke¬ 
ter with family responsibili¬ 
ties and the right to play 
where and with whom I 
choose. ” 

Alvin Xallicliaran. 

“The British government 
does not stand in the way of 
individuals going to play 
sport anywhere and it 
would be a sorry day that 
saw us impoun^n^^ pass¬ 
ports and usii^ immigiatioii 
controls—^individuals with 
British passports have the 
right to come and go as 
they please.” 

Ntii Mtcfarhmo, British 
Ministtr tor Sport. 

' “It is a shame that six years 
ago the government sup- 
ptarted e bo^tt of the 
Olyng^ in Moscow and 
mw they are iraymg there 

'^pnptdd not jbe arboyoitt.of. 


the Commonwealth 
Games.” 

Steve Cram, Britain’s world 
and Commonwealth 
1,500m champion. 

“Invitations have been 
issued to some Indian jour¬ 
nalists to visit the Republic 
of South Africa. ITiis cor¬ 
respondent is amongst the 
four initially sounded to 
make a trip to the country 
of the rand. While this in¬ 
vitation has been turned 
down by The Statesman, 
the response of the others 
is not known." 

Kishore BhimanI in The 
Statesman. 

“One saw all too little of the 
black African: enough 
though to assure oneself 
that he had far better natu¬ 
ral manners and a warmer 
sense of humour than tus 
Afrikaaner master. 1 watch¬ 
ed with the Rudd Brothers, 
Robin and John, a non- 
European athletics meeting 
of rather moderate stan¬ 
dard on the outskirts of 
Johannesburg, but to my 
^eat regret missed at the 
Cape the chance of seeing 
some cdoured cricket” 
E.W. Swaiton in ^ ef a 
MeM ftomto. 


“I cannot foresee a one- 
man-one-vote situation in 
South Africa in the near 
future because the majority 
of coloured South Africans 
need to be led, rather than 
lead. Obviously this doesn’t 
apply to all of them. One 
can immediately turn 
around and say that this 
situation has been caused 
by the South African Gov¬ 
ernment's neglect of the 
coloured people over the 
years, that they haven’t 
done their duty as far as 
education is concerned. I 
think rushing in the policy 
of equal vote would harm 
South Africa; it has to be a 
gradual process. Surely 
slow constant change is 
better than no change at aU. 
What do people expect? 

"The demands other 
countries are placing on 
South Africa in rdation to 
sport are to ray mind often 
quite ridiculous. In the six 
years since the Springtoks 
last played Test cricket 
there have been gradual 
but continuous chains and 
concessions made within 
the country ip an effort to 
meet the demands of an 
•yftm hostile out^e world. 
If they eiq^ct the South 
Africans a 


total solution to all their 
problems immediately, and 
if they are prepared to 
accept nothing less, I fear 
South Africa's cricket isola¬ 
tion could become a perma¬ 
nent thing. 

“So what happens to 
South African cricket now? 
1 feel the situation has 
reached a critical stage. As 
far as cricket is concerned, 
if a touring side is not sent 
to South Africa soon, 1 fear 
the worst. If the SouA 
African Government finally 
decides that their changes 
are having no effect on the 
Bunking of other coun¬ 
tries—tf they conclude Bat 
there is little chance (ff 
^uth Africa returning to 
international sport—they 
nay well simply stop mak* 
ing changes and give up 
their campaign to ‘come in 
from the cold.' Then it 
would be time for cricket 
adn^strators around the 
world to start shivering." 
tan Ctiapiinii in CluppelU. 

“Did Vitas Gerulaitis or 
Guillermo Vtlas get cruci¬ 
fied for playing m the S.A. 
Open Tennis Cham- 
pionshbs in November 
1982? Did Raqr Floyd tet 
bamied for wimitog ^ Mfi. 
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"White South Afrtcam mn amongst the most atf itwnt people on Mitti. while the majority of the population are 
forosd Into cheap labour which provides Investors with one of the highest rehims for their money In the world.” 


bon DoOfir Golf Classic in a 
South African Satellite 
state Bophuthdtswana, De 
cember 82'* Did Bill 
Beaumont jtet criticised for 
captaining the L ions in 
South Afnca recently* He 

i Eot an OBE instead' Do 
breign businessmen get 
passport endoiscmcnts tor 
selling then gocxls in this 
country* With the present 
state of world trade Ihcv 
normally get home Govern 
ment incentives to assist 
them'" 

Diviil Oysr in WarU Cnekel 

"I am a sixth generation 
South African and lived 
there all mv hft until foui 
years ago when at the a^ 
of 58,1 left the country My 
knowledge of the South 
African situaticm is an snti 
mate cnie m that 1 ctMne 


from Afrikaanet stock 
Iwvc worked in the gold 
mines farmed lor a tew 
>cars and scivfd a^ a 
Methodist Minister in 
Johannesburg Duiban and 
Cape loivn 

I he truth is that South 
4tne.i is a soeii tv in which 
blaiks ire not ttcognised 
as eiti/cns f i\ed into 
white consciousness is the 
idea tlial a blaek {lerson is a 
thing a eomtnodtlv a 
laixnir unit to be use d and 
discarded at will I he ini 
portant thing to lemember 
about apartheid segrega 
tion or what voii will is th<it 
it is designed to keep the 
black man as cheap lahout 
to serve the white mans 
nee>ds while ensuimg that 
all wealth prestige sym 
bols and political power aie 
efleclivelv held in the white 
mans hands All argu¬ 


ments like development 
dong their own lines 
St parate development 
ut just so inuth eyewash 
for a pfilicv tliat feeds the 
rapaeitv of the white man 
I he ciicktl issue has 
made one thing abundantly 
clear—there are limitless 
supplies ot money available 
to thi seduters The 
reason is obvuHis white 
South Atiie ms are amongst 
the most itfluenl people on 
the fact of the caitli while 
the majonty ol the popula 
lion arc forced into cheap 
labour which provides in 
veslors with one of the 
highest returns for their 
morn y ui the w orld All this 
IS because of a svstem that 
keeps blacks powerk ss and 
excludes them from deci 
Sion nuking at almost any 
level of soaetv It is impor 
tant to realise that the foice 


of seiuration m South A/n 
ca IS not mere segregation 
It is much more than that it 
is economic donination, 
political separation, 
psyehoIngK il mtimidation 
and suppression of human 
freedom and dignity as a 
mittfci of course No one 
(and I mean no one) is free 
in that soaety llie law 
decides where you can go, 
with whom you will travel 
by bus or tram, where you 
will bve, with whom you 
may live, whom you may 
marry where you will be 
educated, who will teach 
you, what you will be 
tau^t, what you may read, 
what work you may do, 
what you ^ be paid, 
where you will be buned " 
Rev Dr Theo Kotn in Tie 
Criaatw iMtmUaul 
‘Two white lU]^ piayen 
were haraaeea b^auee 











they a non>vhite 

did> in P(Ht Elizabeth, and 
were atrested on thdr way 
to:a tnatch because th^ era 
not have the apra'opdate 
travel permits. There is 
stiB, a pdf of opportunity 
between vdutes md mm- 
wfaites, in sport as in idl 
dae, thou^ Uiis cm no 
more be by itself a reason 
exdusion than could the 
inequafides of opportunity 
between Brahmins and 
Harlans in India. Even at 
the' lowest levels, most 
school cricicet is entirely 
sesregated." 

Mika Bratriny in n§ 
Cffekttv tn^nuUmt/ 

"We both arrived early for 
the net practice at Old 
Trafford on the eve of that 
game and found ourselves 
in tlK! astonishing position 
of being fellow members of 
an England side and having 
to introduce ourselves. 1 
said; ‘Hello, I'm Colin Cow¬ 
drey.' He said: ‘I’m Basil 
D'Oliveira. I saw you play 
in a Test match once, in 
South Africa in 1956. I nev¬ 
er thought I would one day 
play with you. Times have 
chided.’ 

"Fhid we pursued that 
line of conversation I would 
have been f^ced to admit, 
to my shame, that the word 
‘apartheid’ did not have a 
prominent place in my 
vocabulary before my one 
and only tour to South Afri¬ 
ca in 1956. Indeed 1 did not 
know what it meant until 
the day we boarded a Union 
Castle liner at Southampton 
enrmte for Cape Town. 
’Then a m 3 rsterious parcel 
was delivered to the slip 
containing a number of 
books and a' message 
askiim our manager Ft^- 
die Brown to give each 
player a copy> I took tnkie 
down to my cabin, i^anced 
briefly throi^ a few pages 
without re^tering it 
was about, then put it 
awde. A few days later, just 
as mysteriously, our mana¬ 
ger reoeived a radio tefe* 
gram SoUtii Africa 
vrariang i» that we Would 


bein trouble at Cape Town 
tf we tried to get our l^ks 
through customs. This, 
obviously, was an instant 
challenge to go back to my 
cabin and read the book 
thoroufl^y. I did. As I 
turimd the pages a whole 
new complexion on South 
iUrica opened up. It was 
Father Trevor Huddles- 
tone’s Naught for Your 
Comfort " 

Colin Cowdroy In Ms snto- 
Mography. 

"Black clubs, on innocently 
affiliating to the previously 
all-white provincial leagues, 
discovered that they could 
only play in fixtures that 
were approved by the 
white government. Blacks 
were not allowed to join 
wdiite clubs or vice versa. 
Blacks discovered that they 
were not albwed to use 
shelters where food or 
drinks were served. Blacks 
were told that the club¬ 
houses and changing rooms 
were for whites only. Black 
players were forced to 
elmge in their cars while 
wfetes enjoyed the luxmy 
of the clubhouses. During 
lunch breaks blacks had to 
leave the ground for their 
meals while the whites 
could eat in the clubhouse. ’’ 
Sam Ramsamy, chairman 
af SANROC, In The 
Crteke^r. 

"I had the usual reflex ac¬ 
tion towards South Africa 
when 1 first went there m 
1972 with the Derrick 
Robins team.J was staying 
with some charming peo¬ 
ple—the Miuray family in 
Pretoria—and I remember 


standing m their beautifid 
hdme, telling them that if it 
bad not been for the black 
man; they, would not be 
sitting there, sipp'mg a 
Scotch, content with the 
world wtule black people 
sweated away outside. I 
didn’t get on at all with the 
Afrikaaners, and could not 
see why the Dutch Re¬ 
formed Church would want 
to preach ap^theid. It was 
very disturbing to go into 
shops and see ‘whites only’ 
signs, or enter a railway 
station and see two sets of 
stairs which led to exactly 
the same place. But what I 
did not understand was that 
in South Africa not all the 
whites are under one philo¬ 
sophical flag, while the non¬ 
whites tend to stick to their 
own racial groups. I found 
the white, English- 
speaking people cliarming, 
with a social conscience ab¬ 
out the need for change; 
yet the Afrikaaners were 
entrenched and dogmatic, 
despite having the same 
colour of skin. "Hie non¬ 
whites are even more dis¬ 
parate; 1 recall one of the 
servants in the Murray’s 
house telling me that if a 
member of another tribe 
came to work there, they 
would just kill each other. 
Many of the non-white sec¬ 
tions of the South African 
community are poles apart 
in ideology; yet many weU- 
intentioned critics of South 
Africa think that all non¬ 
whites are fighting 
together. 1 know it is the 
easiest thing in the world to 
say, but 1 really feel that 
you have to visit South 


'The law decides where you can go, with 
whom you will travel by bus or train, where 
you will live, with whom you may live, 
whom you may marry, where you will be 
educated, who will teach you, vmot you will 
be tought, what you moy read, what work 
you may do, what you will be paid, whet® 
you wiH be buried." 


Africa first and see how 
complex the apartheid 
questbn is before making 
die kind of declamatoiy 
statements I indulged in 
from the comfort of my 
left-wing, inexperienced 

5tflllC6 

Bob Willis in The Cricket 
Remiutton. 

"Britain were singled out 
for their intention to use 
South Africa as a staging 
post for the building of the 
Falklands airport. In vain 1 
looked for some mention of 
condemnation of one of the 
most interesting and lucra¬ 
tive pieces of collaboration 
of our modem times, the 
joint venture between 
South Africa and Russia on 
the establishment of inter¬ 
national diamond market 
prices. Between Russia 
and South Afrioi. Can you 
beUeve it? 

"1 believe South Africa’s 
cricketers should be 
brought back into the inter¬ 
national sphere because of 
the tremendous progress 
which has been made in 
integrated cricket through¬ 
out the country. I am not 
naive enough to think there 
is anything in the slightest 
degree reasonable about 
apartheid apart from self- 
inteiest of the ruling party. 
In the same way I am not 
naive enough to think there 
is anything good about the* 
Soviet Union shooting 
down an unarmed aircraft 
canyihg 274 passengers or 
invading countries like 
Hungary and Afghanistan, 
murdering as many as they 
like as they go along. Nor is 
there mu(^ to commend in 
the racial and religious pre¬ 
judice in countries fike In¬ 
dia, Pakistan and Iran. An 
how could an Australian be 
other than disturbed by the 
iiqustice and represssofi in 
his omi country, where ^ 
Abori^nal rights quest^ 
has been the subject of 
and 

fUcM* Benittg bi RmM 
M MMlWr 






Lokesh Sharma looks at those who lost out due to 
the Commonwealth Games boycott 


G old was the stuff that his 
dreams were made of. Cotnmon- 
weakh Games gold medals. Soon he 
would have his own. The thou^t was 
intoxicating and made G. Muthus- 
wamy pump the urun barbells harder 
every evening. The golden rendevouz 
was only a fortmght away. The poison 
of pain filtered through every cell in 
his body, but the mind floated free of 
it—^floated upwards to his golden goal. 

But that was not to be For the 52 
kg weightlifter there will be no gold 
medal in these Commonwealth 
Carnes. Maybe never as four years 
later Muthuswamy will be 26 and 
there will be younger and more explo¬ 
sive opponents to challenge him at 
home as well as abroad. 

What Muthuswamy wanted to say, 
but could not due to the language 
barrier, was expressed by the cxpen- 
enced Mehar Chand. "Khiian kiiJiye 
jor lagata hat. Nam or mam ke bye 
Agar woh bhi na mile to kya fayada. 
Ministers to bade fog bote hat. Woh 
kah sakte hat ki agh bar koshish kanta 
Hat agb bar jane kya ho ," (For what 
does a sportsman train.^ Name and 
prize. If he doesn’t get either then 
what IS the point. >^isters are big 
people and for them it is all right to say 
‘try hard next time’. But who knows 
what will happen next time ) 

The feeling was of outright dejec¬ 
tion for ail the teams, more for the 
wrestlers, weightlifters and shixiters 
as these are the competitions where 
India win most medals. And what a 
win means to them has to be seen 
against the backdrop of their fanuly 
background. Must of them come fiom 
low middle class families and the 
winners packet oi one lakh rupees can 
wipe out most of Uie problems at 
home 01 just one stroke. 

Most of the sportmen could not 


understand why they had been made 
to suffer or whether a solution to the 
African problem could actually be 
reached by boycotting the Common¬ 
wealth Games When the Sports 
Monster Margaret Alva visited the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium to console 
the team members, one of them 
wanted to know if India will also stay 
away from the weddmg of Prmce 
Andrew.’ 

The only consolmg feature was that 
the government acted m the most 
dignified and balanced way The Prime 
Minister endorsed the Harare deasion 
only when he had explored all possible 
avenues. He even requested the ob¬ 
stinate British Prime Munster. Mis 
Margaret Thatcher, to announce that 
she will discuss the matter at the mmi 
Summit in London in August So in a 
way the boycott was forced on us by 
Whitehall 

But the reaction of the Opp<«ition 
parties was a little extreme. When 
this correspondent asked the Con 


"Ministers ore big 
people and for them it 
is oil right to soy Try 
hard next time'. But 
who knows what will 
happen next time?" 


gress-S MP, Mr Suresh Kalmadi, who 
^so happens to be the Amateur Athle- 
bc Federation of India selection com¬ 
mittee chairman, he said: “Since 
Great Bntaui is oivolved the first shot 
had to be fired by the Commonwealth 
countries. The move was started by 
Mica and we, as chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, share their 
sentunents. I am sure Uie boycott will 
have the desired effect.” 

What the desired effect is is not 
clear. Mr Kalmadi who jumped the 
gun by giving statements even before 
the issue was deaded was not clear 
when I asked hun why African coun¬ 
tries like Kenya did not ban the touch 
down of flights en route to South 
Africa at Nairobi’ “Anyway, that is a 
separate issue,” he quickly retorted. 

Bhagirath Samai, Bengd shooter, 
was hopmg to improve his seventh 
position at the Bnsbane competition m 
1982. “In the trials I had scored 591 
poults, which equals the bronze medal 
store of the last meet In the team 
event also, J Das and 1 had a frurly 
good chance of a bronze. The Bris¬ 
bane competibon was my first mteina- 
tional meet. After four years I was 
hopmg to give a mature poiorm- 
ance. ” 

Most of the teams were hnuig up 
outside the Indian Olympic Associa¬ 
tion office to collect thdr kits, both 
competition and ceremoniaL Mgjor 
Mohmder Lai picked up his bag fr^ 
the chef de mission S.K. Roy’s ro«n 
and quqiped; “We can k^ them as 
souvenu-s.” Rare souvenirs. In feet, 
the otily renun^ of theur selection for 
the Commonwealth Games will be the 
cream coloured suit with the leg^ 
“XIII Commemwealth Games, India” 
m maroon thread on the left Ixreast 
pocket 

M^ Lai 1 $ in the arniy and knows 







Cnm with a art or th« Royal Mall’* cttiinfw to 
laaifcthaltWWICaw i moino Ma ihQaB 


t tiiat lie slxMild express his views even 
if he IS hurt About the boycott all he 
had to say was that he is hurt 
However, about the pn»pects of his 
boys he was more explicit ‘‘We 
should have had at least four medals 
Soma Datta imgbt have got a gc^ 
She quabfied for the Commonwealth 
Gaines by equaSaig the alver nudal 
performance of the last world cham 
pionshqis,” he said 
The wrestlers d|d not even watt to 
cdlect their tats They dispersed on 
Monday afternoon itself Most of the 
peUwans come finxn Gum Hamiman's 
a&ftaia in Delhi Then-disappointment 
IS natural if you omsider tte regaittn 
Their days starts at daybreak with a 
run up the nearby hiU or a game of 
football This is followed by rope 
chmbmg ses»(His or digging of the 
akhara This four hour morning ses¬ 
sion IS followed by the preparation ^ 
breakfast and grinding of almonds to 
be consumed with litres of mi& This 
IS followed by a pre afternoon nap, 
cooking and then an afternoon nap It 
is four hours of work m the evenings 
again mostly spamng So you can see 
how much of other things a peUmn 
does during a normal day He hves 
with the h^ of competi^ m meets 
hke the Commonwealth Gaines His 
disappomtment s natural 
Ine athletes are bade to gradual 
training The Asian Games cangi is 
shifting to the capital on July 1 and at 
their request the athletes have been 
permitted to stay back in Delhi till 
then Coach V K Kutty said It is 
not much of a disappouitment for 
Valsamma as she stood no chance of 
winning The same is the case with 
others like Shmy Abraham and Vanda- 
na Ifao But for the men’s 4x400m 
relay team it could be a disappomt¬ 
ment People hke Ghulam Kibm may 
not get the nod for the beoul Asian 
Games as Charaiqit Bqjwa and Rgpn 
der Sharma will be returning ” 

Chef de mission Roy felt ous con¬ 
tingent was good enough for 30 odd 
medals “The enbre conhngent was m 
good shape We would luive wim 
almost twice as many medals as the 16 
at Brisbane I am very disimpomted I 
feel sad for my boys I feel 1 have no 
business to continue ’ he smd R(^ 
resigned ftom the lOA executive 
council m protest ovm: the boycott 
But contmuity is the essence d[ life 
The important thmg is that the vrar- 
ring leaders should come forward and 
ensure that this is not repeated agsgi. 
That would be an aiqiropriate tiii^jte 
to the generaboir lost this boycott. 





AH that g]Mers. 

The gold medal prospects that never became.reality 


Wrestling 

Mohd Javed (48 kg) 

This pocket dynamo has jusi 
emerged on the national scene. 
The Commonwealth Game.s would 
have been his first major interna* 
tional at the senior level. He defe¬ 
ated the j^ld medallist at the last 
Commonwealth championships, 
Rajesh Kumar, in Glasgow. 

Kuldeep Singh (52 kg) 

India has a rich tradition in the 
lighter weight categories. For the 
last six years Mahabir Singh had 
held aloft Indian hopes. In the 1980 
Olympics he finished fourth. He 
also won the last Commonwealth 
Games and Commonwealth cham¬ 
pionships. Kuldeep Singh defeated 
him in the selection trials. 

Kohtas Singh (62 kg) 

Once the Indian hockey team 
had crashed out and P T Gsha 
finished fourth in the 400m hurdles 
all Indian hopes in Los Angeles 
rested on this stcxdcy wrestler’s 
shoulders. But even he could not 
win that elusive nwdal for India and 
finished in the fifth spot. But in the 
Commonwealtli Games you do not 
have the Soviet, Mongolian, Ira¬ 
nian and American wrestlers. 

Satyawan Singh (68 kg) 

Satyawan Singh arrived in 1985. 
He won the gold medal in the 
Oaid-e-Aaam Jinnah championships 
at Lahore and then went on to take 
the title at the South Asian Federa¬ 
tion games at Dhaka. However, he 
finished with a bronze in the Com¬ 
monwealth championships. But 
c*oach K N Singh felt that this was 
due to lack of international expo¬ 
sure. He was expected to win this 
time. 

finder Prasad (74 kg) 

Rajinder Prasad won a silver 
medal in the last Commonwealth 
Games. At Edinburgh he was ex¬ 
pected a gold medal. The reason: 
the Australian who beat him to the 
gold lour yearf earlier has moved 
up lo the next wei|^t category. 


Sunny GUI (above 135 kg) 

Gil! is a newcomer as rair as 
national wrestling gtws. He was an 
unkonwn quantity tfil he defeated 
Rajinder Singh in the National 
Games late last year. He sustained 
his winning spree, defeatii^ Sit^ 
again in tee selection trids last 
month at Patiala. R^inder Singh 
had won a silver medal in the last 
Commonwealth Games. 

Badminton 

Prakash Padukone (men’s 
singles) 

The gold me^l for tlus event 
has been with India for the last 
eight years. In 1978 at Edmonton, 
Prakash won the title and four 
years later Syed Modi broudit 
back the title when Prakash be¬ 
came ineligible by virtue of being a 



licensed player. Ptakash’s main 
opponents this year would lave 
been Steve Baddley and Nick Yates 
of En^and and the Malaysian Mis- 
bun Sidek. The most dangerous 
would have been Sidek. But then 
Prakash has been at tiie top for so 
long teat he can be expect^ to 
tame the best in the world rxi a 
given day. 


WolBlitiiftlng 

G. Muthuswan^ 

B. Veeraimitha (S2kj0 

Tite two Indians were going 
neck ami neck and tiU the Indim 
Ipvemment decided to boycott the 
Commonwealth Games. An indica¬ 
tion of their chances can be got 
fixmt the result of the last meet at 
Brisbane. While the two Indians 
totalled 220 kg in the selection 
trials, the winning total four years 
earlier was only 2101^. Mutlnts- 
wamy’s personal best is 227.5 kg. 
This was exactly 12.5 kg more tlm 
the best by a non-Indian in 1985. P 
Hayman and P. Sanchez of Austra¬ 
lia totalled 215 kg each. Muthus- 
wamy's brother G. Kamble was the 
silver medallist in the last Com¬ 
monwealth Games. Mudiuswamy 
was tipped for the snatch and tot^ 
gold and a silver in jerk. Veera- 
muthu for the gold in jerk and 
sflvers in the otlwr two. 

Parvesh Sharma and D. AkUan 
(56 kg) 

The two Indians were in line for 
a silver medal. On past perfcHrm- 
ance N. Voukelatos of Australia 
was way ahead. The Australian 
topped the 1985 rankings with a 
total of 250 kg. While Sh^na was 
ranked secoi^ in the Common¬ 
wealth last year. Akiian occupied 
(he fourth place. Challenging them 
fw the silver medals would have 
been another Australian L. Orsihi. 

MeiierChand(90kg) 

This Services lifter is perhaps 
the strongest man in India. Thou^ 
he is not in the heaviest category 
he lifts the best total in virtu^ 
every domestic championship. 
Chand, with pock marl» on his 
foce, was tipped for tiie gold medal. 
He lifted a total of 340 in the 
trials at Bangalore. This was 2.5 kg 
more than the winnii^ lift four- 
years ago and a whopping 17.5 kg 
more the winner’s total in the 
last Commonwealth chanmionships 
in 1985. 
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The sacrifice of neutrality 


*TME OiyiniK Gaines, flie Asian 
I Gaines and now even tjte Com- 
monw^th Games. Jingoism c^o- 
nade and jx^cal boondoggles have 
nvw<t> these inter-natkm convedbons 
ft surrogate battle-field for cold war 
poleimcs, defeating the very pipwee 
for which they were established— 
gl^ peace. 

The question is how long are we 
gning to take the sportspeople fw. 
granted? For how tong are the two-bit 
pnittirians and power drunk journalists 
going to scratch non-related issues to 
dray the sportsman his ri^t to com¬ 
pete? Not very long, it appears. 
Tliere is a growing disenchratment in 
the fraternity, with the increasing 
abuse of sports to attain political ends 
and already athletes all over luve 
suited asking for sport for indi¬ 
viduals. The day is not far when aU of 
them will pack their b^ and join 
some kind of a professional circuit. 
This idea may have been far-fetcted a 
few years a^, but today there are 
enou^ ambitious promoters waiting 
on li^ hawks. Given half a chance 
they would swoop down to take away 
sports from nations and international 
bodies in one swift moven»nt. 

A few years ago nobody would have 
even dreamt Chat an American 


businessman would stage something 
as ekborate as the Goodwill Games, 
and that too, in Moscow and bring 
together the sportspeople of the east¬ 
ern and western woiid in a multi-sport 
festival for the first time in 10 years. 
Ted Turner may have suffered a toss 
of IS millton dollars this time, but he 
has secured his future. The nations 
wiD continue to squabble and boycott 
and the shows put up by.the likes of 
Turner will be me only meeting place 
for the world’s best—white, black, 
brown or oriental, 

TTie complete privatisation of sport 
is not far away. Mark McCormark of 
the International Management Group 
has a stranglehold over tennis and the 
Adidas boss, Horst Dassler has made 
deep inroads into the Olympic sanctu¬ 
ary, commercialising even the Olym¬ 
pic logo and symbol which till recently 
were considered sacred. 

Sport for individuals may «>und a 
very nice idea, but in reality it isn’t 
unless the spirit of amateurism is all 
pervading. This could become a mat¬ 
ter of great grief in a few decades. 
Sport is business to the sponsors. To 
do good business they will have to put 
up spectacular shows and for that the 
rules will have to change. 


A hug* rally at New York’s Cvntral park to mark me Tenth 
Anniversary of the riots In Soweto 



Initially it will be arc lights and 
cheer ^Is. ‘Ihen it wiU be a gradual 
return to foe days of the Radiators. 
When nations compete, the payii^ 
public is satisfied wim rooting for their 
country. I'hat is what they share with 
the performer. But once this patriotic 
factor is taken away then they would 
expect and demand somethii^ more. 

Let us pray that sanity returns. If 
nations cannot come together in 
friendly gatherings tiien how can they 
expect to attain unanimity on wider 
issues of politics. Sport is a great 
leveller and it should be pursued just 
for that 

We tafic of discrimination ag^st the 
blacks in South Africa. Sure it is a very 
serious issue. But has anybody 
bothered to tlunk of those sports 
people who have tost their only oppor¬ 
tunity to win, to which they had 
dedicated their entire life. 

Witoout doubt, sport should take 
the teck seat when the larger in¬ 
terests of the nation are at stake. But 
would it not be better if for example 
Kenya bans the landing of flights en 
route to South Africa at Nairobi to 
register its demands for economic 
sanctions against the resdst regime at 
Pretoria? Hie politicians also Imw at 
heart that boycotts are futile exer¬ 
cises. Soviet troops are still in Afgha¬ 
nistan six years after the America-led 
Moscow Olympics boycott, and Los 
Angeles managed to put up a show 
despite the East Bloc boycott Most 
of the opposition leaders who deman- 
^d that India boycott the Common¬ 
wealth Games were eager to adroit in 
private that they had done so just to 
toe their party line. 

These Commonwealth Games have 
been lost to our present generation of 
sportspeople. One is not sure of the 
gains, but the losses are clear. Tfil 
^te India had remained dear of 
boycotts. We went to Moscow and we 
went to Los Angeles. What always 
stood in India’s favour in the sports 
arena was its neutrality. This we have 
recently sacrificed. So if Englrad de¬ 
cided to boycott our World Cup Crick¬ 
et in 1987 we should be prepared And 
vdien we propose to host some inter¬ 
national competition then let us not 
dte our neutrality. We are a^ed 
with the non-a%ied movement 
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Flashback 


The history of boycotts 


C APTAIN CHARLES 
BOYCChrr was a land¬ 
lord's agent in Ireland at 
the end of the last century 
It was in the strufyi^ be¬ 
tween the Insb peasant and 
h)s absentee landlord in the 
ISBO’s, that BoVIoil’s 
problems befjan Ihe 
tenants were insisting that 
It was their light to detide 
on the K'nt they should pay 
for then farms A remark 
able politician called Parnell 
inspiied what happened 
next the entire nei^bour- 
hood refused to have any 
thing to do with Boycott 
no shop would serve him 
and no one would help with 
Uie harvest in frustration 
Boycott sent for workers 
from elsewhere Bu{ hun¬ 
dreds of soldiers were re 
qmred to piotect these 
‘substitutes^ while they 
athered the crops 
oycott remained boycot¬ 
ted (the word caught on 
from the start) and had to 
leave his job and the area 
By sheer coincidence, 
almost a hundred years la 
ter, one of the most con¬ 
troversial sportsmen of the 
time has the same name— 
(ieoff Boycott 
The idea of a boycott as a 
form of protest and even a 
ploy, was ancient Only Die 
word was new There had 
been political, social, eco¬ 
nomic and even religious 
boycotts. Sport however 
remained the one, and 
perhaps the only, held in 
which a boycott was an 
alien ploy “Why should one 
man refuse to play against 
another’ After aU it's ordy a 
game ’’ Logic and moral 
values seemed to indurate 
that tlie two just couldn't go 
together The people who 
thought so were later 
proved to be wrong Very 
wrong Boycott in sport 
soon became another im¬ 
portant (some sav ettec- 
uvp) weapon of voicing a 
piotest 


The Olympic (»ames, 
being the greatest spoiting 
expression ol man, has al¬ 
ways hogged the show, 
even vihc'rt boycotts are 
concerned In ancient 
tunes duruig the penod ol 
the Olympics ail wars were 
suspended But today it is 
quite* the reverse When 
wars are on—the Olympics 
are off. 


Onginally open to all 
countries, the 1920 
Antwerp Oljnmpics were 
gone through without Au 
stna, Bulgaria, Germany, 
Hungary and Turkey—the 
losing side in World War I 
Tlic seeds of ‘boycrott’ had 
been laid 

The first attempt at a 
concerted effort to boycott 
the Olympics came just be¬ 


fore “Hhter’s Olympics” m 
1936, Jews all over the 
world called for a boycott of 
the Berlin Gkmes. An 
alternative Olynpcs was 
scheduled to take place in 
Barcelona, Spain. But it 
was cancelled at the last 
minute at the break-out ol 
the Spanish Civil War and 
Hitler had his way. In the 
United States a boycott 
proposal was narrowly de¬ 
feated. 

Then came the War and 
once agam the Games lost 
out At the '48 Olympics 
Japan and (^rmany, the 
World War II losers, were 
not invited. 

The first 'Olympic 
boycott’ (as we know it 
today) came in 195b Five 
countnes staved away from 
Melbourne, in two separate 
boycott's, for two different 
reasons Holland and Spam 
withdiew to protest the 
Soviet invasion of Hungary, 
while Iraq, Egypt and 
Lebanon boycotted the 
Games to protest the 
Israek-kd takeover ol the 
Sue/ Canal 

'Ihe 'lokvo Olvmpics 
easilv one one ot the most 
successful (lames o/ ail 
time, had its little boycott' 
too The IOC li.id warned 
that anv ptisoii taking part 
m the (lAJVEFO (Games of 
the New Emerging Forces) 
that was hosted the year 
before by Indonesia, would 
be disallowed from taking 
part in the Tokyo Games 
As a result, Indonesian and 
North Korean athletes mis 
sed out on the ‘64 Olym¬ 
pics 

The first major boycott 
of the Games came in 1976; 
and since then we have not 
witnessed an ‘unboycotted’ 
Olympics. I wonder if we 
ever will! 

Twenty-two African na¬ 
tions, alongwith Guyana 
and Iraq, boycotted the 
Montreal Olympics less 
than fbrty-eight hours be- 



... but thu Soviets twere missing 




Th>opnlngcTwnony«LotAng»l— n otmuchto Miiii* about 


fore its scheduled start. 
Their reason? New Zealand 
had sent a rugby team to 
play in South Africa and 
they should therefore have 
not been allowed to take 
part in the Games. The 
IOC felt that the matter 
was out of its jurisdiction as 
rugby was not an OI}rmpic 
sport and the Gaines went 
on without the Africans. 
Pierre Trudeau, the Cana¬ 
dian Prime Master, re¬ 
fused entry to te athletes 
from the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) as his country did 
not reojgnire Taiwan. That 
meant Chinese athletes 
were deprived of yet 
another qjptatunity to ex¬ 
hibit their aldO; 

'Oitht tame to big o*!C. 


Moscow—1980. A boycott 
of mammoth proportion. 
The man behind it was 
Jimmy Carter, the Amer¬ 
ican President. Finding no 
other way to protest 
against the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan, Carter re¬ 
sorted to bullying other na- 
ti<ms to back up to United 
States in the boycott. He 
was, to a great extent, 
successful. While many 
countries joined the US led 
boycott. Great Britain and 
Australia left it up to the 
athletes themselves to 
make up their minds. 
Nevertlwless the final re¬ 
sult was a “successful 
(}ames, without all to gla¬ 
mour". 

Four years later to 


Soviets were on the other 
side of the fence. And they 
were no different. Fears of 
terrorism and defections 
were enou^ to keep'the 
Soviet Union away from 
Los Angeles. 

The primary cause for 
most boycotts has naturally 
been the South Africa 
issue. Banned from partici¬ 
pating in the Olymptes after 
the 1960 Gaines, South 
Africa have contiimed to 
struggle against the 
Gleneagles Agreement. 
Having played their last 
Test match in 1969-70 
gainst Aurtralia, toy coo- 
tinup to ten^t cridceters 
from aS over the world to 
come across to toir coun¬ 


try on 'rebel tours’. 

What has been India’s 
association with boycotts?'* 
Almost negligible. Ito only 
time that Into had backed 
out of a sporting event on a 
protest was in to 1976 
Davis Cup final. South A^ 
ca, the other finalists, won 
,to Cup with a w^ over. 
Since then there have been 
many attanpts to lure India 
into the 'boycott strategy’, 
but she has resisted. Evra 
the Soviets failed in toir 
attempt in 1984. Ttm 
burgh Commonwealth 
Games is India's first cto- 
plete boycott of a sporttog 
event. Let’s hope it’s the 
last 
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^THHE government announced its intention to boycott 
1 the Commonwealth Games m Edinburg Tbeduef 
jerked me out of the dreamless one moimng and asked 
me to do a survey of reactior^ from all over the 
amntry 

Irangmygoodt^nd V P Smgh “Oh is it you^ he 
asked “WeB, keeping m mind tl^ foreign exdmi^ 
reserves position m the Seventh Plan, this boycott will 
save the exchequer around Rs 100 crores " 

“Of course, "I said 

Margaret Alva, Mmisterfca^ Sport and Youth A&airs, 
was next on my bst “Well er but Ifeel. er,"she 
said. And then my plume went dead 
I dressed for work and left for the oSce Inowtrmd 
/eacfer of the opposition NTT ‘We wdl take this up m 
the monsoon session, ’’ he thundered “Maybe, we wUl 
Stage a walkout, “he felt 
^est of luck, "i said 



My mdustnahst hnend Rcmnie Readymoney on the 42nd 
Soot v^o owns 33 companies. caUed me over to his 
fdace in the evening Looking over the skybne to 
Victoria Memorial, the Hov^ Bridge and the Sood- 
lights of the Mohun Bagan ground, he su^sted “If we 
can't go to die Commonwe^tii Games, then there is 
nothing ai the laws morgamsing one here The 
steeplechase events can be held on any of the roads m 
Cakutta. well hold the athletics events at the Boat 
Club m Delhi and we can go over for the swimmmg to 
King’s Cross in Bombay when it rams " 

"Very good idea ," / said 

My neighbours’dau^ters, agedl8andl4, were 
downcast “Uncle, no late nights watching TV for as 
now, "they complained 

“Sad, “I said 

I flew m to Madras to speak to Snraman, the cricket 
Board chief “What if England boycotts the World Cup 
in India m 1987’’ And ves, please do not quote me " 

“Not to worry," I assured 

I tookthe morning flight to Delb and went sttaight to 
Kapil Dev, gettmgready for the senes against Australia 
at the DDCA nets “Lucky our cncket tout at England 
was not boycotted, yaar Otherwise 1 would not have 
won my first Test as captain ’ he said, putting an arm 
around me 

‘lioycott ke tmung ka jawaab nahi ’/ said 

KapB agreed 

I then took an auto to Rah Marg to meet m i uld hero 
Lab Amamath ‘ Well, I tbnk India is non in the 
dn\er’s seat I tbnk the Conimomcealth (lames will 


end m a tame draw ' 

“Thank you, ‘ I said 

Next stop uras Mandi House 1 h alked mto the 
Director s mom “It 's off the recoid, but we had a long 
lute of advertisers wiBuig to sponsor the Common¬ 
wealth Games on television IWiat do we do now’’’ 
frowned Tony Ihandapani 

‘Hmm that s a problem,' I agreed 
I ran mto Shv (nee) Abraham at Janpath "Sr, the 
problem is that / shall now miss the Royal Wedtkig " 

“Apity ’’I said 

Just as I was leavmg thejawaharlal Stadium, I 
bumped mto the chef de-mission, Mr Surfeit Singh 
“The only regret, “he wbspered when no one was 
around, “is that my wife and I shall miss out on Harrod’s 
sales m btejuly ^' a 
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Kasparov Vs. Karpov 


A Second Challenge 

V. Ravi Kumar examines the chances of the world’s 
greatest chess giants in their battle for supremacy 


W ORLD Champion Gary Kasparov 
18 undoubtedly the most tainted 
player of the century Spectators 
watching the final match of the pre 
vious world chess bout between Kas 
parov and Karpov at Moscow on 9th 
Novendier 1985 were puzzled bv what 
they saw on the I hess board Iheir 
sympathies were with the young thal 
longer Kasparov who required a draw 
to become the youngest world chess 
champion Kasparov had played ex¬ 
tremely well and was only a step awav 
from achieving his ambiticni in bfe 
Karpov, on the other hand, beaming 
with confidence with the victory in 
22nd game and white pieces in the 
decisive em ounter was going all out 
for a victory 

To the novKi it seemed that black 
pieces were disappearing from the 
board at alarming icgulanly and that 
Kasparov was losing But the pieces 
offered by Kasparov the tactical 
pnius, was a combinabonal sequence 
In the end Kasparov tnumphed and 
the rest is history 
Despite being the reigning world 
champion after a hard earned victory 
over Karpov, there was a calculated 
attempt to force the youthful cham 
pion to play another match In simple 
terms Karpov was beuig provided 
with another chance to regain the 
throne Quoting rules set for the 
previous match FlDt informed about 
the rematch to Kasparov after Anatoly 
Karpov exerased lus right fur a re¬ 
venge matdL 

Yet anotkfr controversy erupted 
and Kasparov ffeclared war against 
FIDE presUblft Rorencio Campoman- 
nes C^spokiin as he has always 
been, Kamarov openly accused the 
piesKlent for doing Katpov a favour by 
terminatfrig the duunpionsl^ at a 
cntical juncture when thmgs were m 
his favour The suspension was meant 
to shield Karpov from a physical and 
psychological collapse, was sure 
The new set of ruira framed for ther 
■eccmd rneetttig hwl insulated Karpov 
from a tost (rf i^Mcal endurance and 


gave him a two to one shot at the title 
"I have outwitted him once but 
perhaps that was not impressive for 
FIDE so they want another match and 
another shot at the title for Karpov, ” 
explauied Kasparov m a Press confer¬ 
ence 

Sources quoted that ui an effort to 
solve the crisis diplomatically FIDE 
officials flev' Moscow and fu^y Kas¬ 
parov agreed on ptinaple to play 

The FIDE executive council met, 
removed the clause 6f rematch for the 
losing champion introduced the six- 
hour faster tune control and the choice 
of venue Karpov insisted on playing 
at USSR, while Kasparov preferred 
London as the venue 

1 he first twelve games will be held 
in London, while the remaming half 
will conclude at Lenmgrad bi the past 
seven months Kasparov has had only 
two outings He played a six-game 
match against Timman and Miles 
Kasparov was m tremendous form as 
he crushed Timman by 4 to 2 and 
drubbed Miles by 5 5 to 5 A remark- 



Anatoiy KMpov: add iMt 


able result whidbi could only be com¬ 
pared to the legendary Amencan Bob¬ 
by Fischer’s 6 to blankmg of Taimanov 
and Larsen in 1971 candidates’ 
matches 

Kasparov was brilliant and unagma 
tive parbcularly in dictating die course 
of the game mto tactical comdicated 
path Both Timman and Miles were 
bewildered and could not get past the 
chansma of Kasparov being the 
greatest player of all time ^ his 
undisput^ supenonty in handling tac¬ 
tical and complicated positions A uni¬ 
que quality that surfa^ frrom llie 
match was the champion’s remarkable 
resistance m mfenor positionaend his 
ffon will to win each game under any 
situation 

Karpov on the other hand, had 
reestablished his supenonty over the 
rest of tl^ world by seizing the top 
honours m the two super grandmas¬ 
ters tournament he played at Brussels 
ffiidBuguino Karpov was impressive 
and his positional artistry was refiined 
and smooth Many well known taitical 
exponents like Jusupov, Ljubojevic 
were beaten Karpov has claimed his 
supenonty with these two fine re¬ 
sults His play has definitely unproved 
particularly the positional aspect 

I bebeve that Karpov still is the best 
all round player and ths most consis¬ 
tent in the world Butthepomtis 
whether he would get past Kasparov's 
chansma and tactical explosions and 
theoretical bombshell is a different 
matter altogether Kasparov lus a 
definite advantage in opening prepara- 
bon and mdepth analysis of me open¬ 
ings The 16th game of prevmus 
match would be an ideal example. 
Kasparov had analysed till the 19th 
move and on the 22nd move Kar^ 
was in a hopelessly lost position. 

The most important determining 
ffictor will be the course of the matdx 
Wheffier it will be Kasparov’s tactical 
bombshells or Karpov’s positional 
artistry—we wiE lave to keep our 
fingers crossed till the match con- 
dudes m October 1986. 
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Siiprakash Ghoshal 
relates the drama of 
the eventful East 
Bengal-Mohun 
Bagan battle royal 


T o do justice to a Calcutta 
league match, no matter who 
participates, has a certam du- 
noushazard Never say it was 
good If, perchance, you do, your 
credMhtyis liable to suffer, your 
knowledge of the game wiD im¬ 
mediately be mquestion. your taste a 
Ixitt of cruel jokes Such has been the 
sorry ph^ of Calcutta’s iS-fated soc¬ 
cer, am even more so, now that the 
World Cup has left an air of snobbery 
n the citye football fraternity Now, 
detractors are the only connoisseurs, 
reafly and frilly 

I Gked it, when Calcijtta came 
ahveit Salt Lake Starbum to watch 
Moliun Bagan and East Bengal free off 
n another war of honour Andsodida 
80,000 crowd, ri^t from the first 
moment, though before the dose 
there were many a patnful moment to 
live through 

On the more positive side, there 
was a sense of renewal about this 
match Renewal d the city’s sagging 
soccer spirits Only a few days ago, 
there were only a handful of peo^ at 
Salt Lake to dimr their players when 
East Bengal and Mohanunedan Sport¬ 
ing and tl^ Mdiammedan Sporbng 
and Mohan Bagan met eadt other m 
the first and second extubitimi match¬ 
es of thn year’s soccer league What a 
pity Calcutta was m the gnp of a 
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RefarM Dilip Son being heoMed by frw Eaet Bengal playara 


had become a damp squib 
Then came the battle royal, the 
nvdlry of whidi runs bade to several 
generationb The picture changed 
overnight Suddenly, all was forgivmt 
The la^-histre matches, the run of 
atgect failure by all the Big Three, the 
absence of the stats, buaymthe 
nattonal camp—all forgotten, all that 
tod( a heavy ton on the city’s most 
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Coaeh Shyam Thapa and an Eaat Bengal blftolai pboHvIng Bhathar 
Gangly. But bow oouMttiay gat onto lha ground Miyway? 








' ‘ * ;‘V 
;54t ■ • 


'i 'r^rr . T'7 


•,' v,..'',;-. , 

I i’-A. _ * ulij ^ 


■ *:Tr7- . "• ■ T 

*'ii‘ -* , ' ' '■ ■ ^ '• .. , ^ ,' , ■ 

..; ■■<1 ■-' . ■ ■ •■ 

'v'j r'-s'vfS''" ^ 

' .r- ■ •■■■ 

Wa« it fear that promptad San to deny the Incident? 
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I popular sport Caknittans felt a surge 
m their socxer passion. And fcartunate- 


players was not quite out of tune. 

This, however, is not to say that 
ttey redprocrated fittin^y to the re¬ 
newed interest, n(^ that the football 
they offered was outstandii^ But one 


was positive—mudiin favour of 
^Miited, aggressive and hard wcHrking 
soccer, something we have so long 
been testing for. How far they could 
succeed in that is certaiidy a matter of 
debate, but the fact remains that both 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal said no 
to the dun defensive, extra-careful 
game that they had offered their fens a 
bttle too often in the past. 

Just as Mohun Bagan had a certain 
edge over East Bengal on paper, they 
dominated the scene on the turf as 
well. And the credit for this goes 
largely to their imaginative midfield 
who won all the laurels. Here the 
most dynamic personality was the 
veteran Xavier Pius. Quite a guy, this 
talented footballer from down south. 
There was a time when Calcutta 
hardly had a diligent, ambitious indi¬ 
vidualist to cheer for; hardly a spirited 
soul to acclaim. Xavier Pius filled that 
slot deservingly and joined the presti¬ 
gious company of south Indian footbal¬ 
lers who had won the hearts of the 
city's soccer fens. He was good at 
scheming, he could essay breathtakir^ 
. passes a^ had a penchant for unset- 
0 tiing the opposing defence. His only 
I problem was he was not consistent 
-f enough to remain in the forefront. 

But Pius is genuine talent and 
once ag^ he proved that he is far 
from miished yet It was a good idea 
to play him as a medio and the Mohun 
Bagan coach Amal Dutta profited im¬ 
mensely from his clever ploy. Xavier 
Pius was in a position to make the 
most of his game-making talent 

There was another man from the 
.south who excelled. Muniappa certahdy 
could not do justice to himself when he 
was chosen for the national aUe. His 
skills were inadequate; he always 
seemed to be at a loss in a dififemlt 
situatimi and his small build was consi¬ 
dered an bsuniKiuntabte disadvan¬ 
tage. Against East Bemal Muniappa 
tried to make a positive snpact by 
switching his position constantly and 
keeinng the East Beng^ defence on 
tenteritooks. 

The man to watch in the East 
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Contusion In Mohun Bagan a datanee mains way for East Bangars aquallaar 

. anpact his fellow countryman, 

" Cheema Okene has made on the city s 
I footbaUhfe Ezugo has acquired the 
^ status of a hero player a little too 
^^^Ep||b|M^Kj|||||||||[|||l||||||||||^^ mfact But he snot fifty per 

emit of the image the media Iks 

k projected on the pubhemmd His only 

r strongpomts are ms speed and the 

^ constant awareness tlkt physically he 

■Pv IS superior to most other players m 

RL , w the big three 

Ezugo was a total flop against 

*** Mohun Bagan And Ida feeling he 

m ^ would be for his repertoire is much 

V too limited to put the dogged Mohun 
^ u Bagan defence m trouble Even more 
> It so due to the fact that the i hit f of the 

w ^ Mohun Bagan defence was the great 
JtM Subrata Blkttacharya 

JL g \ Subrata Bhattacliarya is the spirit of 

^ Calcutta football He has got ill (ht 
^ nght qualities in his repertoire as well 
as personality as a fine lootbiller He 
iF IS a chip of the old block belun^gto 
^ the now rare breed who always had a 

ket n sense ot pnde in their quest for 
*r footballing excellence These are the 

^ I kind of people who refuse to ^ve up 
easily And Subrata did not give up fot 
u a moment wlien he faced East Bengal 
Q[^P in this battle royal till overccmfidence 

4|bC|J|imS^B^ put bun on the wrong foot towards the 

^Bij fag end of the game when Raiqit 

K^rmakar was about to bring down 
B^P^ the Mohun Bagan defence Karmakar 
succeeded and most ironically it was 
y« ^ Subrata who had the misfortune to put 

*■ ^ V the fimshing touch The ball hit Sub 

^ ^ rata of ail people, and went past a 

M qB ^ bewildered Tanumoy Bose 

« Bewilderment, however seems to 

« be a chronic afflic^n of Tanumoy 

Bose His anticipation IS rather sus- 

. .,^ . ,. pect, so also his abihty to make quick 

decisions And ^ this result man 

ugo lockMl in • duel with a Mohun Bagan dafandar unhealthy mdination to depend on hts 
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Emaka Ezugo lockad in a dual with a Mohun Bagan dafandar 
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Oebnhis Roy of Mohun Bogan breaks through the East Bengal defence 


I oUeaKuesm deep defence Iremem 
btr an instance where he unnerved 
thousands of Mohun Bagan fans hop 
ping comically about the second btn 
sulfrnngobvt)uslyfromu)decision as 
Lzugo lurked dangerously mside the 
box Lzugo needed a little bit of luck 
to put the ball home the story 
would have been different altogethei 

Luck, however, was very much on 
the kifiaof Debashis Roy when he 
scoreVSie first goal for Mohun Bagan 
Some Rmd of a freak it is difficult to 
hgure out how this goal really came 
about Even more puzzling, which 
part of the body Debashts qsed to 
send the ball in It was 
between a half volley aifpa shot that 
Debashis used to score It is not very 
frequently that Calcutta sees the cmn- 
ic fate of soccer 

But this was the goal that broui^t 
the poison out, as t£e East Bengal 
defenders voafacou^ claused that 


the ball had been out of play before it 
was crossed for Debashis to send in 
Sitting in the Press box wt were 
hardly in a position to know nhat 
really happened I he question dex s 
not arise But there was sonu thing 
sb iking about the way the f ast Ben 
gal defenders especially Monorani in 
Bhattacharya and Bhaskir Gamniiy 
reacted when the ball was centre d nt i 
the box Bo‘h of Jiein stopped which 
seemed to be a natural rc action to 
what they had seen the ball dropping 
out of the ground although expen 
enced as they are they should never 
lave given up, before the whistle wa‘ 
blown 

But that s another thing whalwa* 
really disquieting about it all was tha 
the tmtii will never be known kor 
you could hardly afford to trust any of 
tile parties involved Bhaskar Ganguly 
and Monoraiyan Bhattacharya now 
belong to that ua»a fco^bsWers 


whose dt dining pow tr > often lead 
them istrai lht> know then glory 
d ivs art gone They seek refuge 
behind lame excuses And what better 
w ly to distrac t the pubhc s attention 
from the truth than laving the blame 
onothei shoulders' 

I vtnmort eondcninablt, however 
vns the beh iviour of itferte Dilip 
Sen One wonders if it was fear that 
prevenu d h'n fr an di\ ui^ng the 
truth about the w ay he was manhand 
led by the Last Be ngal players when 
later in the nutch he gave another 
eonlroversial verchet a few minutes 
from Kanpt Karmakar s equaliser 
Ihbp Sen brought disrepute on ail 
Calcutta referees denying the uiadent 
despite^ihotographis evidence If it 
was fear that made Sen stoop so low, 
one wonders if the maidan is m the 

^ if the mafia Footbalhs sick in 
It does not take much to know 
viho the parasites are 








C HEEMA OKERIE wanted his 
contract nxmey from the club he 
plays ka. Was there anything wrong 
m that? To you and me Ik was 
perfectly within his rights. But that 
does matter. The musclemen of 
the maidan thought he was at fault. So 
Cheema was *panished.' 

It was around half past five in the 
evening. Tempers were simmering in 
the Mohammedan Sporting stands. 
The dub had just be^ held'by the 
unfanded Tottygunge Agragami to a 
goalless draw. 

In the lawn acijacent to the ground 
the atmosphere was gloomy. The 
players were coming in one by one, 
silent, heads down, v^ much aware 
of the tension in the air. On the other 
side, near the dub tent a group of 
officials, including Mohammedan 
Sporting’s de facto boss Omar, was 
engaged in a heated discussion. They 
were talking about the players. 

The next moment there was pande¬ 
monium. Cheema Okerie, who had 
just started taking off his boots and 
shirt, was attacked by the dub officials 
and some other militant supporters in 
a violent fit of mob frenzy. Slaps and 
blows were raining down on the help¬ 
less Nigerian, and as if not coittent 
with it. the crowd hurled at then hero 


The ‘punishmenf 
of Cheema Okerie 


the filthiest abuses posdble. Cheema 
was in a state of shock. The most 
adulated star of Calcutta football sud¬ 
denly found himself feeing the wrath of 
his own dub fens. It was as if be was 
going to be lynched. Tears roUed 
down his cheeks as Cheema prayed 
for mercy. 

The ctoge against Cheema Okerie 
was that he was holding the dub to 
ransom. Apparently, he had refused 
to play for Mohammedan S.C. unless 
his payinents were deared by tlK dub 
authoritfes who had entered into a 
written agreement wth him during 
the transfer season. Cheema had re¬ 
peatedly threatened to stop conmig to 
the ground unless he was paid in fell. 

The Mohammedan Sporl^ officials 
were sore with this. They alleged that 
Cheema was getting on then: nerves, 
even thoi^ the dub had already 
assured him that the dues would be 
deared before long. Cheema’s be¬ 
haviour, accordng to them, amounted 
to blackmail, which had to be curbed, 
some day or the other. 

The day came when discontent was 
lapng in th; Mohammedan Sporting 
camp in the wake of the drawn match 
vyith Tollygunge Agragami. But little 
could one imagine that their method of 
curbing Cheema’s ‘rebellion* would be 
so crude. This, perhaps, was the first 
time in the history of the maidan that a 
star player was manhandled by his 
own dub men for demanding his 
rightful money. The present club 
bearers of Mohammedan Sporting are 
some sort of trail-blazers. They have 
set an example for their brethren in 
other dubs to follow. They are fast 
learners, you bet. 

For Cheema, the experience was 
nightmarish. The most unnerving inci¬ 
dent of his life. He was visibly shaken 
wten 1 saw him after some friends 
rescued him from the ordeal. 
Cheema, Uk massive 6-foot man 
mountain was crying-Amazing. 

Tlw Mohammed Sporting officials 
sought to underplay the incident 
daiming that Cheema has a penchant 
for th^trics and love to create a 
scene whenever he gets a chance. 
Well, the sevmity of Cheema’s ordeal 
was not the most important question, 
was alamaug was the strand 
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hold certain unwanted, anti-soda! ele¬ 
ments have got on the leading clubs« 
of the maidan. And their increasing 
clout, which gave them the courage 
and audacity to adopt such mean 
methods to ‘disdpline’ their players. 

Cheema now wants to forget the 
ordeal, even if that means leaving the 
city in the near future. Like some of 
his well-wishers he too has a hunch 
that the attack was pre-planned and 
the persecution will continue, until he 
stops claiming his dues from the club. 
If his fears prove true, eventually, the 
triumph of the maidan musdemen will 
be complete. Football in Calcutta will 
face yet another crisis. Cheema will 
symbolise the agony of genuine 
sportsmen at the tends of unscrupu¬ 
lous dub bosses, some of whom have 
strong links with the city’s notorious 
underworld. 

It is a well-knovm fact that footbal¬ 
lers in the big clubs are often denied a 
major portion of titeir promised re¬ 
munerations. Especially, if the players 
are unlucky enough to be in the dutch 
of club’s big shots. Instances that can 
be died wul be inmimerable, for this 
practice has been in vogue for many 
years. Today thm% probably isn’t a 
single player in the maidan does 
not have a story of deprivation to teU, 
in some stage of bis career. .And one 












of the reasons for this is that the 
entire business of money in Calcutta 
football IS a shady deal thanks largel) 
to Its shamateunstic set up and the 
involvement of unsporting people in 
sport 

Cheema alleged that during the 
transfer season he vias asked to sign a 
receipt for Rs 60 000 while he 
actuaiiUy was paid Rs 50 000 ui 
cash The club promised to pay the 
balance at a later date which never 
came Cheema objected to the cheat 
mg’ and even offered to forsake his 
claim on the balance on condition that 
a fresh receipt will be drafted quotmg 
the actual amount he got Cheema 
obviously did not know that m Calrut 
ta football this was a punishable off 
enre bo be was punished 

The madent has instilled a deep 
sense of distrust in the Nigenan He 
feels he has teen betrayed, his loyidty 
to Mdiammedan Sportmg, winch, he 


claims was unflmching has been tram 
pled Today Cheema regrets that he 
chose Mohammedan Sporting to 
launch his career in Calcutta But how 
could he have foreseen things 
anyway^ 

1 was expected to score for the 
club in almost every match Only 
Cheema no one else Did I make any 
such promise when 1 joined them^ 
Cheema asked 

' I hat IS something of an impossibil 
ity Yet 1 tned to score m every 
match tned heart and soul 1 told 
myself since these people depend on 
me so much let me keep them happy 
But the fact is that the entire team has 
to function to do Will Cheema Okene 
cannot perform miracles He is a 
human being,” Cheema explained 

Cheema thinks that the real prob 
lem was that it was the brases 
who were always thmking in terms 
of mcHiey Not him ‘Whenever 1 


could not score thev perhaps thoug^it 
that whatever little monev they spent 
on me was going to waste when, 
ictually they should have f**lt guilty 
that they did not pay me in full So it 
was 1 who could have had a grudge 
against the club Mohammedan Sport 
ing had no reason to point an accusuig 
finger at me Thev still owe me a lot ^ 
emotion was quivering in Cheema s 
voice 

People who know this man well will 
perhaps agiee that the rc is an air of 
innocent simplicitv about him Also a 
kind of vitality tluit stems from a dean 
sporting mmd He mi\ be a big man 
but there is a streak of chiUHike 
straightforwardness in his de 
meanour And this is where he has 
been so grievously bruised For 
Cheema Okerie Calcutta has suditen- 
ly become a vast stretch of treadier 
ous quicksand 
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I One for the road 
) THF sprint queen of Indian 
athletics, P T Usha, has 
had her share of praise and 
recognition, but here s one 
for tte road A new link 
road in the heart of Cochin 
aty will be “christened" as 
P T Usha Road 'Hw Ema 
kulam Distnct Collector Mr 
V Raiagopalan told a press 
conference that the cere 
mony for lunung the street 
will be m the preBei«:e of 
Usha herself Well, the 
I runrong sensation from 
I Kerala has beaten the likes 
I of VvayAnmtra) and Sunil 
Gavaskar to It 

Attemative Olympics 

WHO 18 the hram behind 
the GoodwiO Gaines’ Mr 
Ted Turner, a US televi 
SKmenterpreneur Why 
was the prcnect launched’ 
To brmg US aiui Soviet 
athletes togedier m a kind 
of alternative Olympics 
Has there been a financial 
Joss incurred’Yes Ade- 
fecit of ten million dollars to 
be precise Mr Turner, 
who admitted that he (fad 
not feel that he would lose 
any numey took it sporting¬ 
ly, saymg “But when you 
start something new, have 
totakeansk.” 

Mr Turner, who stands 
to cover his losses when 
the next Goodwill Gaines 
will be held m Seattle two 
years later, called this 
year's losses a good invest* 
meat in pea(% ^ goodwilL 
The television magnate de¬ 
scribed hts meeting wiA 
the Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachyov as “very 


pleasant and friendly’’ He 
said he admired Mr Gor 
bachyov s “strong stand to 
nd the world of nuclear 
weapons ” Will 1 umer suc¬ 
ceed in doing what Ronald 
Reagan is fading to do’ 

Let’s hope so' 

Return from exile 
ELEVEN years and seven 
Wimbledon singles’ titles 
after she left h^ homeland, 
Martina Navratilova paid 
her country and her family 
a visit Time, they say, is 
the greatest heal^ when 
Martina left her home to 
become an American 
atven she must have 
naturally have felt that she 
would never return But 
retiun she did 
Clutching her American 
passport in her n^t hand 
she entered the airport 
lounge m Prague where she 
was greeted by her parents 
Jana and Mn-oslav 'They 
presented her with a bciu 
quet of pink roses after a 
prolonged embrace 
As the champion made 
her wav throu^ the car 
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park she was pushed 
around in the crowd She 
scolded the photographers 
but later apologisted, 
adding qu^y, “I’m sorry 
I’mjU8t nervous” Who 
says that Martina only 
tense at Wimbledon’ 

Cheema sings 
CHEEMAOKERIEand 
Hemanta Kumar Mukher- 
jee do not have much m 
common Music and foot 
ball do not have much in 
common (except possibly in 
Brazil) But they came 
together to record a forty- 
five minute cassette for 
Symphony Recording India 


Navratilova: Coming home 



(SRI) Cheema’swasa 
three mmute stmtm En¬ 
glish 'The rest of the per¬ 
formers sang in Bengah 
The cassette, with 1^3cs 
and music by Anathbandhu 
Das, has bem deifacated to 
the famine stricken people 
mAfrica Apartofthe^e 
pro(,eeds wd be donated to 
the Aid Africa Fund The 
other smgers involved in 
the venture are Ajoy Das 
Purabi Dutta, Srabani Das 
and Anathba^u Das 

Alex axed 

INDIAN referees have 
never rea^ been m the 
limelight 'Tbetr abilities 
have always been ques¬ 
tioned and, more often than 
not, they are cntiased 
Keeping with the trend, the 
IntematHMial Football Fed¬ 
eration (Fifd) and the Asian 
Football Fecteration (AFC) 
have removed Indian re¬ 
feree Alex Vazftom their 
respective panda of re¬ 
ferees’instructors Earlier, 
the Western India Football 
Assooatioa, the controlling 
bod^m Maharashtra, had 
ei^efled Vaz from the 
Bom^ Referees’Asaocia- 
hon. Tne AIFF lofowed 
suit by bsmimg hnn from 
any actmly concerning 
foothdreKTedag. 
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I F F 1 Usha was a 
BruLt SprmRsteen fan 
her favouiitt traik 
would mo>i piobdbK 
have betn Horn In Iht 
USA An athUU of 
tremendous tak nt slit 
would hast btin lift id in 
the dim liLiRhts ol upn 
stardom it 'ht i in in In. 

cokiurs of III Ar It M i »r in 
Entdand lr^lt id !■< m In 
dull to II t xli IV III IS 
limitt d III th In 111 idt i|ii ik 
toathinj, kiliiiiguts iiid 
faillltll s Hill 111 k Ot lilt I till 
tionil I ']> suit 

\tt> I ilmi st puttiiu In 
diisii int on tht (bvinpu 
nil dal list It 1 os AiiRt It 
I sha stutUrtd but ivtii 
tuallv tnumphtd it Icsstr 
nittts \tt hti tiltnl IS 
(ibMous and it things )>o 
auurdinK to plan slu tiiJN 
just be tht first woni m to 
bring homt an Olviiipit 
medal But how miiih do 
j we at tuallv know il«)ut oui 
' onlv medal hojit 

Rtasonabl> dtspnatt 
foi an opporlunitv to do in 
tn dtpth stoix on oui won 
dt 1 gti I (I u tu ills 
travtlltd ill Uu wiv i 
Kerala in 8i bill inisstd 
hei) it w IS with sorni tu 
I pidation Hut 1 hnvtd tht 
dawn (hill to mtil htr at 
tht NIS Stadium in Salt 
Lake on tht oiitskiits ot 
Calcutta wlitrt she prat 
tittd t\tt\ nioimng and 
I (\tning 

Bting a Ktr ilitt nnstif 
I was till obMotis I hoitt to 
do tilt storv IS this would 
bridge tin langu igi g ip 
and ni\ tntin house hold 
was is ( xtiud IS 1 was In 
fait It w IS m\ upstart 
voungcr hi other who 
ntht I istutt h 1 (mai ki d 
that It was I good thing I 
i Itad laktii inv motouvtli 
I Siinph ht till St it I shi It 
I fused to s|Hak to mt md 
‘ sprinted I'tl the uiotonv 
tit would Ik tiu tml\ w i\ I 
lould tvti fiopt lokitpup 
with htr 

But (ht waimth witli 
I whith silt iml hti toith 
|OM Nimhiaf wiltomtd 
I mv inliusiou st'ion put ni\ 
(ears u itst Fnd within 


minutes we wert nttling 
away m M iia\ al im m iking 
evervom tist itnund fttl 
vei\ It ft lut In tut tlK\ 
wtltonitd iht thaiKt of 
mt t ting SOI nt people from 
but lionit iiid found time 
K tint dinni I with m\ 
limili A nituiorv 1 ni 
suit tin 1 ) in fits will fondlv 
liitiish toicvti 

With 1 tong It twistet ot 
1 nim< like Filnullikmdv 
1 htkktipii irnbil I slu 
thi iiiiddlt ninit ^ iinitu is 
1 n suit of tht Kuala (US 
tom ot intiuiling the tiiiiiK 
ninit 111 01)1 own iiinit 
It IS onl\ I in to tin n st ot 
the wotid th It sh( inswiis 
to I simple I sha But tint 
IS ihoul ill tint IS toiupli 
tiled with this othtrwist 
sunplt ind lionnlt lull 
fla\ing githt ltd i in )i 
molt st-lf (onhdtntt with 
all hti inliinitioiiil tvpo 
suit Isiiiwis in ibsoliitt 
pit isuit to t ilk lo Sht his 
mitintd tniui ilu shv girl 


whti shirked an\ form of 
media atttntum into a tom 
posed woman who has hci 
own idea*" mdisnot ivtist 
to letting us know 

With an Ktionpntktd 
st a'-oti aht id I sh i was 
still in the plot ess of tiain 
ing for strength and t ndut 
met Itating the spttd 
tniningloi litti mi thitsht 
tnuld i» ik in time lot the 
Coinmonwt ilth (iirnts if 
Pdinhiiigh Kid tht Asiin 
(idint s It St on! But it w is 
hti dtti ion to tun in i\ 
tttnls at tht Asi d that 
noised im (uiiosiit 
Wink sht would lint 
nni iust till lOOm bui 
dies and •fOOni onl\ it it 
w 1 lift 1 tilt 100m hur 
tilts It the Common 
wt ilth (f mus it Indu hid 
not omtd Iht bo\to'l 
I slu will lit uinning tht 
100m Iht iOOui the 
4(K)ni tht lOOiM huidk s 
till loom ithv md tht 
4 X lOOm rt In it St oui 


With most peoplt ton 
tentiaiing on Ihtir pet 
event Usha s participation 
in SIX events might just bt 
otti doing it it mi^t be 
okav at the Asian level and 
It (crtainly will aid the med 
il tally but It could bt 
humtui 111 Iht long run She . 
IS too V iluable to nsk the j 
thantt of a bum out at 
such lit ith stage ot htr 
tirtu But lust tiv and i 
make her undcistiiid this 
ind you would soontr stale | 
the flit it Will ot China 
with your ban liand>- Ihe 
gni wis lunn to lun and 
lun she will 
Hnnig tlotktd timing 
of ')'■) 4 st( inds in Iht 
lOOni huiaks ind SI h in 
Ihi lO(hi) I slu is guilt 
ton idtiil she < in shut otf 
tvti inott oiitt she stills 
hitting top gt 11 As It is 
sht It tls sht IS not running 
lohtt lullt ijutity indtun 
tliiuis to lompklt 1 lies 
without fully stitlihin 
hti ill fhitt sht t in thin 
ntl ill 111 1 itsi r i s into i 
lonuntnitd i ttort m Iht 
spilt ot lOOin lit I timuijs 
irt houiitl t( impioyt 

W l\iH\(j liint bilk lo 
1 ) Aiigt It I h 1 

It 11 thil It 1 hti HI 

pi Ml n > III il It ( ht I d VM 
Swikhll) ll 1 It I Mill 
tin l Iht Jdfi huidks 
11st t IH 1 llll bt toil lilt 
Olyiipi (i Hilts slit wn 
still HI lilt pi Ittss of ptl 
kI tint llll hurdling ittbiii 
(lit vylHii she iiusstd Iht 
hion/t mi dll by i wluskti 
Ihil Is yyell is tht tut 
tint sht was quite un 
ntnid hv the inltnutioiul 
tomjittitioii jiut paid to all 
Iiidi in hojits ot glory on tht 
ti Ilk But I slu IS sitisfitd 
with h(t luitoniianit at 
1 \ Lonsidtnng her rela 
tiy< lilt xptnt net nt that 
t'mt It wis a itmarkibk | 
jxIloimintt which promp i 
Ud Judi Brown tht sihii ' 
medalist in that eytnt to 
say 1 didn I know Indian 
womt II t ould 1 un f urth 
er jnobuig lamt up with 
liei admitting that it was a j 
weak finish that kept hei off 


Usha pays close attention to her coach O M Nambiar 





Flexibility is of utmost importance for a hurdler 


iht minis poll in In 
li l tint piiti uiii riti itht 
4 (Kln 1 11 IIl fin ill w s 
hiilir i| h(.t 1 till 
111 i ti liuullt ivtnin 
t)( t t! I It 1 t ill\ M.nt 
VI1 I tlilv it (Ik 
njtli ninti iiid Imh 
I uidli H It n \ lull h w i 
I ot ind I I t 

I h li IS I«(. I will iii> 
n Iki vm. iki 1 ssi s 11(11 
t I ill (iilft n lit pi( pi stun 
n w \\ Ink shi Iwd i in iht 
I \ I I with 1 stiidts 
iHtwttn li adits h< hi 
ut lut iiunilxi (I stiidts 
1 wii t 1 li I tlu 'list livt 
Iui Iks Ihe usi still It 
ijiiirt. 1 " stride (.limi 
th It ht I 1 uKj’inj, 11 Imiqut 
w is suspeet hi i bin [.ul 
l( le t isshtha pirfitted 
tilt at of sdiluiR IV r fht 
hurdle msit id of i pint^ 
lo this she givts most 
of iht tiedit to her exp i 
sure to the Furoptan t • 
euit when she ran iii many 
metK iiiludmg the Coca 
Coll athklK nit It it 1 on 
don Ihe competitun 
thtre combined with 
Vunbiai taitinj; hti m 
special hurdling exercises 
ind techniques that he 
picked up there honed 


1 sh into th iinpi aiship 
iHitoni met it tin \ im 
\iint( ut ^Ihk la nut it 
Djikirt whti shi piiktd 
ut fivi 11 Id rued its 
Bit hi t disiiiil I (ii( tin 
Till i in this u 1 nu i s 
(t( idwill (> n I when 
sht lull ht 111 t) hivt uii 

f It 11 lit ly tunMl cot d 

It I riti s itw tint UI 
ilivtlini b( iwei ii aid i vii 
'iinJks is still unsettletl 
ItuI uininistne ih lut 
hti tvpilien ts (1 irinj, ht 
h trope in lour ht sins 
St il th il l( mpM vt It w 1 
iinptrili t I run with 
< 11 s I quais or belli rs 
\tid i I n h lut h she did 
ut win slit has giintd 
curit.t t( run with the 
ix St ip at fi011 pi 1 It ttuiK 
hi I stndt y Iliwtver sht 
w 1 unde rst ind ibh 11 lut 
tint K eomnient on the 
mfluenet of stetoids in 
sprrt in Lurjpi Whik dt 
timing to lonimt nt on th it 
sht did point out that the 
records set in the Fuio 
ptan meets an hetU t th in 
the ones it meets like the 
World Cup where stnnge it 
dope tests are tompulsor 
Anothir topic that wt 
dwelled on at length was 


her running the 400m 
spnnt as well as the t(K)m 
hurdles Although they are 
run ovei the same dib 
tani ts both rates require 
entirely different rhythms 
which ( m get quite lonfus 
mg at times Ush i accepts 
that they are two different 
ruts ind she does get 
lonluscd at times—it hip 
pentd It t os Angeles—but 
sht feels that she may as 
well run the sprint is sht 
runs thit d stance in tram 
ing ka the hurdks event 
Ihe main difteieiue Ixmg 
th it the hurdles re quin s 
long stride s right from the 
stilt while the flit i «i i in 
Ik spiintid in the i iily 
St igts 



Althou^ It IS the hurdle s 
that she is keen on the 
knowledge Oiat she can win 
tlie gold medal m other 
e vents even while ptrfonn 
ing at h0%- is enough to 
make her run the othei 
races at the Asian level 
Sht nn six events m the 
space of three days at the 
Asian meet at Djakarta and 
with five 01 SIX days for her 
events at (he Asian Games 
It iiitnnlv seems worth 
the gamble 

P I KSONAl efforts 
ip irl I sha also has 
MiV firm views on the 
spoils infristiuctiire m out 
ountry But with the typa 








II uuil< thdt onlv <1 vMiiiiiii 
( in possi ss sht suk-ttp 
I ^uts thit wiiulrt r ii^t 
(\il)io\vs jjst (litliiiji lioiii 
lopii tn lopK ind li ivin){ 
nic to ch iw nn o\mi loiu In 
‘'ions 

Having htin until i 
Nanibiars wing tvir Mntt 
ht picktd lur iiimi i bidh 
oi intbiisnstii runiiti it i 
sports s< html in t iIk it 
lishd IS natiit illv viu 
attachcdtohini It w i uitti 
tiu It (lost It lation tup in 
mind that I bwuliai tIu 
subji 1 1 ol ((I u lung in bull i 
Imiutdialclv Iki liukks 
rost ind sill tiovi to 
inakt iTK iiiuk i si irul ih it 
tht unit It iiting atU niton ol 
a siiu'k (OK h IS pi( t< I ibk 
to havuik tom oi livi tiifft 
Kilt (Oil Ills tIMIlg to 
Kiiidt \ou 

Sht fttk tbit I luiiiiti 
I in idapl btsl to llu wbims 
of I singk (<wth who iii 
tuin ( in fathom tin 
aliiit It s bt st lot 111 of ti 1111 
mg Ilus is wlull a (.aiiij 
'oscs out Mlhoiigb it is 
bi'ttti tor Indian spoil thil 
all out ithkt( s ti nil 
togithir and build u]i a 
tilling ot i unadiiit indi 
vidu il attiniion is is vital in 
Iht grooming of inv 
atlileti \s toi thi piiblu 
irnpiossion that Usha is 
given ptisoiial itiintionhv 
Namhiat all tin timt is un 
founded slit is just ont 
of 1(1 ofhti athittis who 


trim undi i O M N inibiii 
It Ins ports s( hool in 
laniiiiioit It IS onlv wliiii 
tht V Itati I to irhli tii 
nuits iioiind llu loantrv 
and th< woild tliil slii is 
givtn hi'- midi idtd itttii 
tiori flu It t of till tinu 
sht IS titatid IS )ust 

ihoUk I sludtnt and pai 

t iki ot ill tht ti iini ig 
undtrgoni ti\ tin list ol 
thi hitih 

A t 11 U 1 n id digi li d 

this III idt It to )| I I 
111 u hi I >u wi It old m < 
on It till ](^1 to)Mi l>iil 
liii ill IImini mill md 

K id\ (( mpli iiui d h iiiK 
into III illit I St 1 ol loilii 
lot tiu IKVl JIlM ol nil 

jihod t s toil ion u 1 t\i I 
llu lllll 1 phi II iiul Ml 
Mill soon iiil( inotliti 
long Miiiili d disi iissioii lb 
out till lilist niovi b\ till 
)(I \ alunil ti II k iiul fit Id 

i vt Ills 

Sitting thi gold tiiidil 
winimig tiniis is tht qii il 
living milk lot tiu toiil 
lommg mitt liki ilu 
A s 11 d tht I (t \ 
spt ithi idtdiiv \ L Sh ik 
1 1 liivt ilmost madt siiu 
thit llu liidiin (onlirigt lit 
It mini mill 

I hi immt dull mdigna 
lion at tius dciiston madi 
lilt lOA do some liasty 
Tt thinking and change the 
quabticatioii niaik to the 


bt )ii/t mt d tl winning 
tinu s (ot tvtn thi sivth 
pi K i) in It id ol gold Hut 
t\tn this could me in that 
inativ fh living ilhliUs 
could he kh hi bind lust 
bci lusi lluv Mt u behind 
the It gum d pcili innrict 
hv I h iction Wink it Mill 
ctitiinlv Mil d out tin lii. 
gilds II il o nil ins thit 
Mt III Icpiivii g ontstlvi s 
ol I ibtiui oi m 111 midils 
m sonu cvint mIuii liidii 
limost hi 1 m mop 1 \ 
Atlii (vpliiiiim ill III 
to me I II 1 luk It MM 
lit 11 Ihii shi lilt Hiiu 
slioul 1 hi mil 11 oti 
point III I thill Ml III 
point III spi iiiliiig '■(> imii'i 
mom V ind t iktiu t' i moiu 
will 11 till 1(1 1 it I ten 1 

iinuiii ilium ot imtdil 
Miiming ptiti imiiut hiii 
on till otiii I Innd Ihi it 

III sf nil (lints Mhiili 
M HI Hit tin iiicUision ol 
Ihri c 11 t( 111 1 1 111! 1 till 
mM 1 lilt 11 Hillings itc 

MM tiosi ilU* tht It I 1 

good I h UK I ol our Minning 
moll than iiit mt dal mom 
paiticuhr lui 

I In II It Mas dint to hnd 
out mm about I sha—iht 
Moinin Wild is it that 
niakis Iki tunttuui-' What 
dot sht have to sav about 
hci mcleoiu nst to slai 
dorii'' \nd whit of tht fu 
tuu ■■ 

Making her mark in a 
countrv that k predomi 


nantiv milt oiicnttd Usha 
has optntd iht doors foi a 
whok hit id ot woimii who 
hivt btavtd public iidicuk 
to movt horn tiu kitclun 
onto the i unnirig ti u k hi a 
I mind V will re the woniii 
i-- suppo-.tdlv hickw.id 
he ht*' nimigtd d bic ik 
ivv i\ liom tilt iioimal 
niuiilil mil Kvolutioni i 
womens in India 
AmflioM Whik in 111 Ills 
hiicK mv sped uulti ink 
itl led s wt lint in trilut 
tl n ol Mlintid Moniii 
itlili tl s wlio hue hi Id 
till 11 ov 11 It till \ im It M I 
lllll m sd idilv injinvmj 
I In |iuls III the eitdil 
loi flu II111g( net o' so 
mint Morn III atliktes on 
tiu pints hostils that 
hound m till South Ml the 
iiolt d I uniit I s that makt up 
oui wonunsttim iit pio 
duets ol diHtunt sports 
hosUls wlurt thtv wen 
spoittd t triy md givtn Iht 
emoui igtnitni lotairv on 
and not t ill it a dav om t 
thtv pissed out ol sehcwil 
As loi htrstll Usha is 
oiu of a largt fanulv resid 
mg III (^aluut in Kerala 
Whilt htr parents were 
iitvet against her jiassion 
for ruiming they werent 
overly enthusiastic about it 
too In tact, even after all 
the glory and pomp they 
still remain veiy unaffected 
by It all and would tven 
stop tht II daughtei from 









]i lituIt) liiithii 

nt< (ts it II 1 i II till a liust 
in l)u litliiiK liL'iiti ot 
N until II 

\i innmi till 

111 I 11 t (iipit of V( I in 

li I I '.li luklt nl\ 
t 1111(1 'it I It (I III tun, 1 Is 
l( I 111(1 )(II sIk \s is \tin 

null, ill lit I 1 I I II tilt 
liiKi Still iiittl tint lit 

t I put III ^l 111 the II 
lilt I li is 'h til no lo kin>. 

) I I 

1 1 )i i toiinli\ f^itl to t 
r I I I St 1 I i(l\ 1 Ik 
ihin.,t his t iktti plitt It 
h t lien tinit hill it Ins 
Inpptnti' Ms lilt mil 
spirit outsit it liti lioi It hnd 
hi Inil Its illiit aid llii 
III lilt l\ 2\ vt a old I'lii is 
I ( pi rt* ti lint d hi land i 
iiiiiii ol sopliistit ition 
that IS itquiiid lor tin 
|)io)tition of lit I (oiintiv s 
tm itti 

In spill ot h^\ln^, bit n ill 
»vii the noikl in spill oi 
ill tht dtlriitioii ol till 
filiniourous iitv liti anti 
nspiti ot tht tfloits iiiadi 
In iht ^nuna Aw‘rdtis 
Assointion to turn her into 
a (itut> lady I slia it 
mains is stiadlast about 
111 1 idi ils as befoit And 
when sht does tall it a day 
piobabK after Iht 198K 
Stoul Olympus and de 
cidts to settle donn it will 
be none othei than her 
native Calicut that she will 
book her tiiket tor 


Pix NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 
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CAUmDAR 


Al M rtt C Indian Open Cham- 
^onahip at Jawaharlal Nehru 
stadnjm, New Delht, from 12 
to 14 August 

International Invttaiional Meet 
at the same venue, on 5 and 6 
Aug^ 

Fonati: lOth Federation Cup 
at Srinagar from 24 August to 
20 September 

Iwlffimiao; All-India Police 
meet at ralkatora swimming 
pool from 7 to 11 August 
V M C A Open meet at Talka- 
tora swimming pool, Delhi, 
from 22 to 24 August 
Karats* National karate meet at 
Panpii from 7 to 10 August 
Saoakar Tai Invitation Prize 
Money Championship at Taj 
Palace Hotel, New Delhi from 
26 July to 3 August 

Intemattonal eventei 
MMatles Malaysian Open at 
Kuala Lumpur from 6 to 9 
August Kooak Classic, U K 
vs Commonwealth at Gates¬ 
head on S August European 
championship at Stuttgart 
West Germany from 26 to 31 
August 

CrInat England vs Rest of the 
World at Jesmond on 1 Au 
gust 

New Zealand 5 tour of Eng¬ 
land—7-12 August 2nd Cor- 
nhill Test at Trent Bridge 21- 
26 August 3rd ComhillTest at 
the Oval, Surrey 
Sn Lanka Young Cncketers 
tour of England Test match 
schedule—2-5 August Eng¬ 
land Young Cncketers vs Sn 
Lanka Young Cncketers at 
Headinglay 16-19 August 
2nd Test at Bnstol Sn Lanka 
young Cncketers limited- 
overs schedule—9 August vs 
England young cncketers at 
Chelmsford 11 August vs En¬ 
gland young cricketers at 
Lords 13 August Nat-West 
Trophy (60 overs knock-out 
competition) semi-ftnals 
(Mess 11-round Swiss League 
British Championship in 
Southampton from 26 July to 9 
August 9-round Swiss League 
Commonwealth Cham¬ 
pionship in London, from 11 to 
19 August Lloyd s Bank Mas 
tars tournament In London 
from 20 to 28 August 

CysHag* World championship 
at Colorado from 28 August to 
7 September 

Egsamnlim. Nations Cup at 
Cnaudtontalne, Belgium, from 
28 to 31 August 
M(. U S PGA championship 
at Tolado, Mio from 7 to 10 
AuguM World serte of Goif, 
at Akron, Ohio fiom 21 to 24 
August 


PREVIEW 


The highlights for August: 

Taj Invitation Prize Money Snooker 
Championship In New Delhi, AAalaysion 
Open Athletics in Kuaio Lumpur, England 
versus Rest of the World limited-overs 
cricket match, second and third Tests 
between Englorid and New Zealand, final 
of the Merdeka international soccer 
tournament in AAalaysia, World Swimming 
Championship in Madrid, 25th Asian 
Youth Championship at Quetta, World 
Gymnastics Cup in Peking 


Gymnaitlct World Cup at Pek 
ing from 30 August to 1 
September 

Rowing World championship 
at Holme Pieirepont from 17 to 
24 August 

Football 25th Asian Youth 
championship at Quetta in 
Pakistan from 1 to 8 August 
32 countnes to participate di¬ 
vided imo eight groups of four 
Fmal of Merdeka Intemationat 
tournament at Kuala Lumpur 
on 3 August FA Charity 
shield at Wembley League 
winners Liverpool vs F A Cup 
runners-up Everton 

Swimming World Cham¬ 
pionships at Madnd Spam 
from 15 tp 24 August 
Tennis Canadian womens 
open at Montreal from 4 to 10 
August U S Open cham 
pionships at Flushing 
Meadow, New York from 26 
August to 7 September 


TELEVISION 

Capsule of highlights of the 
Commonwealth Games al 
Edinburgh for one hour from 
740pm to840pm ftxxn 1 
to 3 August The telecast n 
dependent on India s parbcipa- 
tion in the Commonwealth 
Gamm World of Sport prog¬ 
ramme from 4 30 p m on the 
followmg Sundays 3,10, 17, 
24 and 31 Augum 


RADIO 

Daily capsule report on Com¬ 
monwealth Games at Edin¬ 
burgh from 1 to 3 August in 
Hindi and English to m re 
layed by all stations of All India 
Radio The radio report is de¬ 
pendent on India s participa¬ 
tion in the Commonwealth 
Games Running commentary 
plus capsule report on Indian 
Open Athletic Meet at Delhi 
from 12 to 14 August Capsule 
report in both Hindi and En¬ 
glish to be broadcast on Delht 
B 450 5 metres and relayed 
by all additional frequencies of 
All India Radio Timings yet to 
be deoded 

Monthly sports programmes— 
9 30—10 00 pm National 
Sports Magazine an English 
broadcast ot news views and 
interviews on Fnday, 1 Au¬ 
gust on Delhi B 450 5 metres 
and relayed by all additional 
frequencies of AIR Program¬ 
me to be repeated on Satur 
day 2 August, at 7 02 a m on 
the same metre band 

9 30-10 00 pm Khel 

Jagat, a Hindi sports program¬ 
me, broadcast on 'Thursday, 
21 August on Delhi A 366 3 
metm and relayed 1^ all addi¬ 
tional trequenmes of All India 
Radio P^ramme repeated 
on Saturday Airaust 23, at 
702 am on D«ni 6, 450 5 
metres 


BOOKE 

Ofhaal WTF Taekwondo by 
David Mitchell, The Martial 
Arts Comrrassion of Great Bn- 
tam Co8t795 US dollars 

In fourteen vivid and analy¬ 
tical chapters, toe author pro¬ 
vides a fascinating msight into 
the history, orlmns, earning 
and philosophy of Taekwondo 
It IS illustrated with action 
photographs, depicting con¬ 
tests as well as axerciaas to be 
followed to perfect this te^ni- 
que ot fighting 

Basically Taekwondo 
means. The way of foot and 
hst Mitchell meticulously ex¬ 
plains that ancient origins of 
this form of self-defencs whidi 
has now become an Interna¬ 
tional sport with as much spec¬ 
tator interest and participation 
as judo and karate Very scho¬ 
larly in his approach, Mitchell 
traces toe ongin of Taekwon¬ 
do He states that In the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula, the wall plant¬ 
ings and excavated bunal 
tombs have shown evidences 
of the existence of this form of 
self-defence (which in perfec¬ 
tion 13 Hke an art-form) as early 
as 34 AD It took nearly 
another 2,000 years before 
Taekwondo became estab¬ 
lished as an international 
sport In toe days of Japanese 
occupation of Korea from 1907 
to 1945 many techniques from 
Japanese martial arts. Judo 
and Karate, were incorpo¬ 
rated So in 1955 Taekwondo 
became recognised as an In¬ 
ternational sport and an Inter¬ 
national body was formed 

The most fascinating aspect 
of the book is the way author 
elucidates the philosophy of 
Taekworuto He rants out that 
the master of taekwondo is 
one whose mind is freed from 
contemplaboB of the technicnt 
and left unclouded to react 
naturally He elucidates on the 
difference from practising the 
Korean martial art tor safety 
and for competitive purposes 

The technical aspect of the 
book IS enthralling David 
Mitchell cleverly details ve¬ 
nous stances and Taekwondo 
patterns or forms as they are 
also known, as sequences of 
combination of tschniqun per¬ 
formed in a set order There 
are representations of oombat 
with imaginary multiple 
attacks The autoor Is of the 
view that Taekwondo w not an 
easy art to master, n requires 
assidious parctice tlH blocking 
and combination tachniquea 
are instinctively grasped 

CfeapdM tgr Msny Nspadfe 




C ircumstances 

make tt mevitabte that 
the 1986 Epsom Derby will 
go mlo the archives as the 
cbssic that Dancing Brave 
tost rather than the one 
Shahrastani won and such 
facts deeply hurt both Wal 
ter Swinbum and Michael 
Stoute But m sweltering 
sunshine at the Curragh, 
the manner in which 
Shahrastani strolled away 
with the Budweisser Insh 
Derby only added hiel to 
the arguments as to which 
IS the better colt We do 
not have lon^ to wait as dw 
much awaited “return 
match” IS definitely on m 
the King George and 
Queen Embeth Diamond 
Stakes run at Ascot on July 
2^ over die Derby tnp 
Seldom has a classic 
been so cut anddned so far 
from home Ostensible, 
supposedly a phcemaker 
for Baldiaroff m effect set a 
perfect «dlop for Shahras¬ 
tani and Bonhomie, and this 
pair had the race between 
them soon after half way 
Swinburn rode another 
magnificent race, keeping 
the Epsom hero m the first 
three throu^out When 
Ostensible a hasty re 
treat at the five furiong 
pole Walter sauntered to 
within striking distance of 
Bonhomie and he sat 
poised to pounce like a 
hawk preparing for his 
pr^y Pat Eddery, nding 
Bonhomie sensed that 
Swinbum could pass him 
whenever he wished and 
Waltci duly put him out of 
his misery inside the last 
two furlongs when 
Shahrastani put eight long 
lengths between himseu 
<md his rival with just hands 
aid heels 

Whde Shahrastani s tone 
I oS 2 mm Jil sec was 


nothing exceptional, it con 
firmed how much fiister the 
eariy pace was than at 
Epsom and that he has 
onproved a few pounds 
Mashkour for instance, 
had been beaten only by 
three lengths at Epsom 
Bakharoff has now 
finished third m two Der- 
bys havmg occuiaed the 
same spot in the French 
equivalent at ChanthUy be¬ 
hind Bering On a Ime 
throu{^ Bakharoff A would 
seem that Shahrastani has 
at least a couple of lengths 
m hand of Bomg, but with 
the Frew* Derby winner 
remaining at home, the 
scene is set for the great 
match with Dancing Brave 
and v^t a mouth watering 

E rosj^ that is going to 
e Definitely somethoig to 
look forward to 

N igel mansell took 

a further step to be 
coming the first Bnton 
since Jackw Stewart to wm 
the WorW Drivers’ Cham 
imnship, when he won the 
ritish Grand Prix at 
Brands Hatch But tim race 
had more a touch of Houdi 
ni than anyUung else as 


Mansell pulled off the 
greatest escape of his 
rapslly nsuig career 
Mansell, in second posi¬ 
tion on the gnd, surged off 
the Ime at the stmt and 
thrust his Williams Honda 
mto second gear only to 
fed his drive shaft explode 
He slowed down a bit 
watching other cars pass 
him by, probably fuming at 
himself when he saw a 
black flag being waved, sig 
nailing a stop to the race 
A homble ei^t car pde- 
up at the first comer, m 
vmich the Frenchman Jac- 
que Laffile at 43 the old¬ 
est man m the race, broke 
both legs and firactured his 
pelvis meant the race 
would have to be restarted 
This gave Mansell tune to 
use the team s spare car— 
there being no time to re 
paurhisown The spare had 
not beoi perfomung well 
and there was no water 
bottle m the car Mansell 
would have to go a whole 
hot bummg afternoon m 
the cockpit without even a 
dnnk But the start of the 
g^eat escape was on 
At the restart, his team 
mate Nelson Piquet got 


Shahrastani (•xtnHiw right), ably ridden by Walter 
Swinbum, wins the Epaom Darby from Dancing 
Brava. In friird place la Bakharoff 



away clean, with Mansell 
tucked m bdund, and the 
vast crowd watched hypno- 
Uzed as he waded far the 
precise moment to pounoe 

It came on lap 22 on the 
long straight ManseOwent 
straight past Piquet and the 
crowd, as one, rose to its 
feet Now Pmuet tiadked 
ManseD and the race de¬ 
veloped mto a deadly, de¬ 
sperate waltz—Piquet 
attacking, Mansell d^md- 
mg, Piquet dudeed left and 
hhoiseu was there, then he 
went right but so too did 
Mansdl It was a Walt Dis- 
my production with real 
ch^ctera 

They started to lap all 
the other cars and both did 
fast tyre changes—-just 
nine seconds—and stdl the 
deadly waltz continued 
Ayrton Senna’s John Player 
Special Lotus was out of 
tne race with gear trouUe 
and Alam Prost, m a Mari- 
boFo McLaren, was thud, 
but Piquet and ManseD 
were both to lap him The 
crowd were enthralled by 
the spectacle and there was 
a stony silence aU around, 
antiapating a victim m this 
lace for survival 

It was only four laps to 
go that Piquet began drift 
back, but only a couple of 
hundred yards But Man 
seU had broken him He 
crossed the line 5 5 
seconds ahead and apart 
from bemg one of the peat 
escapes it was also one of 
the peatest drives under 
pressure 

After making it an asto¬ 
nishing four wms firom the 
last five Grand Pnx, Man- 
seB clambered out of his 
car unsteady on his feet 
and breathing heavily A 
water bottle was greedily 
devoured the rest poured 
over his head 

Now, ttm position for tiie 
world championship is 
Mansell—47 points, 
Rrost—43 pomts, Sana— 
36 pomts and PKjuet—29 
pomte Seven races to go, a 
world to wm. 



S n£ was sweet socteen, 
and just about to launch 
hendf on the niad to 
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SueBaiker, convent 
schooli^ from Psgntonin 
Devon, had thoughts to 




had been her life to 
five hard vears already, 
^ars of daily practice ever 
since noHfKHisense coach 
Arthur Roberts spotted her 
makfeg up tte numbers in a 
gsne with her sister Jane. 

She was young, inno¬ 
cent, and caueht up in her 
dream to be a champion. 
She was also blonde, blue¬ 
eyed and very pretty, a 
typical teenago* who dis- 
Iflced frills on her clothes, 
who liked the cinema, 
whose favourite soccer 
team was Liverpool and 
who was a natural, to follow 
Christine Truman and 
Angela Mortimer as Bri¬ 
tain’s darling of the courts. 

Her femily were warm 
and protective. And Arthur 
Rob^s was her Svei^^- 
like mentor, whose advice 
and brusque encourara- 
ment had got her to the 
stage where, in 1972, she 
was prepared to test her 
talents away from home on 
the international circuits. 

So when he gave her a 
warning that wasn’t to be 
found in any coaching 
manual. Sue Bstened. 
Roberts told ho^ “Be care¬ 
ful a girl approaches you 
in the changing room. She 
could have something other 
than friendship in mind. SItt 
may be trying to get you 
into bed. And young girls 
like you are vuk^- 
able.” 

Sue, who rose to be 
worid number 3 ina career 
of triumph and teiurs, found 
that the warning was right 
and that gay love was just 
one of the many pressures 
to be faced on the closed- 
drcint world of damour, 
intrigue, scanduand 
Dym^rdae dollar re¬ 
wards, with Vi^imbledan. 
begbu^ tomorrow, its 
oowniQfpadc. 




Former Bntish tennis ace, Sue Bari^er 
exposes the truth about tennis 
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SutBa f l to w i th toetow' l wryl ri tod, pep ntoCatflltetwii 








Above all there was the 
^ssure to succeed. 

That's why Sue found her¬ 
self sleepily rou^ as she 
competed in an ljbier-21 
tournament in France, 

Arthur Hearts had 
given her just enough 
money to pay for one 
week s bed at^ board. Sue 
said: ‘The idea was that I 
had to win enou|^ to pay 
for the second wedc. 

“But I was so scared of 
being stranded without any 
money, 1 slept under a i 
'wl«(e for two nights to eke 
things out. *;?*'> 

third day I'd won enough to 


book mto a little guest 
house.” 

Next came learning ab¬ 
out loneliness—the price 
that girls like Sue paid for 
their Qv towards stardom. 

“I know people will think 
■Wow—what a life! How 
glainorous.’ But it’s not like 
(hat, "she said. 

Tt's hard work probably 
fcH-11 months of the year 
tranqnng round the world 
from one oigagement to 
aiujther, 

“SonKtimes all life 
to cemsist cd the 
airport, the taxi, the hotel 


and the tennis court 

“1 remember waking up 
one mornoig and having no 
kk^ wlwre 1 was. i loMW I 
was in a hotel A Holiday 
bm. But aU Holiday Iims 
look the same. 

"I went to the window 
and watched the sun rise. 
But 1 was stiU no wiser. So 
I rang receptkm and asked 
them where I was'! ‘Kansas 
City. Thank you. You’re 
welcome’” 

Sue, 30, has now ^ 
l^-bme tennis, and found 
new hannneBS with Eng* 
land number 3 sUi Stephen 
^w. 


At her best she was the 
heroine vdio helped Britim 
win back the Wi^tman 
Ciq> firom the all- 
coiquei^ Americans, on 
an emodmial n^t at die 
Albert Hall in November, 
1978, and udio lived up to 
Arthur Roberts’ hopes to 
take die French Open the 
same year. 

He wanted her to be "an 
aOey cat who scnqmed for 
every pcanL” She did and 
won. 

' At her worst she brdee 
her siqipmters’ hearts.. .as 
happened in the 1977 
Wimbledon seffli*fin^, 
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SMitid: '*1 kiiev itiiat wn 

liet <mK tml M Ip lcee 0 It to ^ 
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efitt'«» e eecnst I lad to Iceeqib Wheajphn 
fWM toit bPtopf tiwm tonMd to iM to pour out tonr 
ImelUes. I naito a vpw>Htot to tdt "titoi'op 
Molpnee dMl I teB Jdbn what Chraeie bad m&, or li« 
hu knar aiat la bed told me. 

*'ina«to»ti(to«rwttade worse beca^ 
ledUbtoao even doeerfcMpd tdoito imd i WM ne^ 
ber fto ooflbe tintHU^xtot tlM vdxde dia^ 
dw told me tiar Amm was avnQF OD a *buaneto trip’1 
lad to rhvH tiat Clintoa tad Itown to tile same pace 
as ««&'* in toe end tile sdEair tstied oat ^NDbraeie 
named Adnn to go and live onto her in Amerka.’’sad 


*Snt la didn't want to He atdl loved his wife Jadde 
and was devoted to tiiea dsimbter Itotja So he said 




Kay toan battfed to wm Qnmle hacic 
'%a ledn^ to Jto) toou^ wtffa otiier wissnen and 
hatoad osntod on taikiag to (?towaie~^^ 
tla phoao^and aade ti dev la wiaa^ Idvfed her up 
Sto aw tia taiy tima vtoicb realfy nutoaed. 

il don't tiato tiare a « wc«an« toe wodd itoo 
Msialvt h» won over hi tia end,** sad See 


when, agamst all the form, 
she was beaten by Betty 
Stove and missed a final 
against Virginia Wade 

'There isn’t another 
sport to touch tennis when 
It onnes to making 
heromes, then destroying 
them,’’says Sue 

Tf8 made milbons for 
pe<xde who have never 
even pidked up a tennis 
ncquet, and it’s fastening 
to thmk the key fectm can 
often be a gd who isn’t 
eVot old enough to wear a 
ba 

"Thmk about tt~>a gnl 
who u physKsUy a star, but 


emotionallv no different 
from any ordinary teenage 
girl 

They are under so 
mudi pressure today that 
It s no wonder some of 
them crack and drq) out 
conqifetely—^remember 
Tracy Austin and Andrea 
Ja^r’’ 

The moment fm Sue to 
can It a day came m 1984 m 
Melbourne 

Ttere were only a hand 
ful (d sepctators present to 
see her play an up-and> 
oommgAniencan, Kmi 
Stanmefr 

“What the hell am 1 dong 



here, she mumbled to her 
self, reflecting on the tact 
that the one tune world No 
3 had ^ummeted to an 
Ignominious 68th 

“1 was 28 years old and 
going nowhere Here I was 
playing an American lad I'd 
almost never even heard 
at, who was ranked 103m 
the world, and she was 
beating me 

*1 fat 1 was dteatmg the 
public My game fell apart 
<indl lostm strmght sets 
As 1 trudged off with my 
head dovm I made up my 
nund there and tiiep to pack 
ttm" 


Today Sue Barker thinks 
tiut quitting earlier would 
have saved her “three 
years of misery “ 

“I haven't picked iq> a 
racquet m anger m att that 
time ’ sheTknowI 
will never {flay WimUedon 
agam 1 got disenchanted 
with the game Iqmt And 
there's no going bade “ 

Is she hiqipier^ 

“It’s wonderful,’'said 
Sue “Notramtug No 
travel I'm staying mode 
place and domg ant of 












T he tfoodwiil Games 
(wened in Moscow with 
a CQAOtorhd jpagentry which 
rivalled and perha^ even 
surpassed the opening 
ceremony of the Los 
Angeles Olympics. Howev¬ 
er, empty stands in Mos¬ 
cow and blank television 
screens in the United 
States awaited I’ed Tur¬ 
ner's version of tiie Olym¬ 
pics. Still, the first ever 
multi-sport competition be¬ 
tween the Soviets and the 
Americans this decade has 
to be considered the mira¬ 
cle of Moscow. 

Two years ago. many 
laughed it off as an another 
crazy fantasy of American 
television magnate Ted 
Turner, who has a track 
record for such schemes. 
To the world the concept of 
the Goodwill Games 
seemed like a strange wed¬ 
ding of capitalism and com¬ 
munism which would never 
be. After all who could 
imagine it to take place in 
Moscow, the sanctuary of 
communism itself. Yet, 
Turner's version of Olym¬ 
pics was inaugurated in full 
Splendour at the very 


Goodwill G^mes "86 

Empty stands and 


venue of the 19^ Olym¬ 
pics. * 

The empty stands and 
the blank television screens 
will cost Turner at least 15 
million dollars. There may 
not be another Goodwill 
Games ever. The 1990 
Seattle Games may never 
become a reality for finan¬ 
cial reasons alone. Still, 
Ted Turner's one-man 
show in Moscow will go 
down in history as one of 
the unique experiences and 
experiments of internation¬ 
al sports. He became part 
of history the moment the 
G(X)dwill torch was lighted 
at Lenin Stadium on July 5. 

The ban on some boxers 
and officials vho are mem¬ 
bers of the armed forces of 
the United States, the abs¬ 
ence of the Israeli and 
Cuban Atheletes, the with¬ 


drawal of some leading 
athletes in the last minute 
as well as serious organisa¬ 
tional problems have not 
dampened Turner's spirit. 
Nor has it reduced the his¬ 
torical importance and poli¬ 
tical significance of the 
games. 

The opening ceremonies 
were just spectacular. The 
Soviets went all out to cash 
in on the biggest television 
exposure they could gel in 
the United States vrith an 
impressive show. It was a 
stunning mixture of poli¬ 
tics, sports and show busi¬ 
ness. A full capacity Lenin 
Stadium with 103,000 spec- 
tatCHTs watched 21,000 chil¬ 
dren folk dancers, singers, 
actors, athletes, clowns 
and even former cosmo¬ 
nauts display almost every 
tnck in the book. 1,200 


young gymnasts combiiied 
athletic and artistic skills to 
top the show. 

The star attractkm of the 
opening spectacle was 
Mikh^ S. Gorbachev, , the 
Soviet leader who broui^t 
with him the entire P^- 
buro to emphasise the ifh- 
portence of the occaskm. 
until the day befine the 
opening, it was not certain 
whether Gorbachev himself 
would be in attendance. 
Hence his appearance with 
the entire Politburo was 
indicative of the signifi¬ 
cance the Soviets had 
attached to the games. 
Aithoufdi the games has not 
captured popi^r attention, 
it has been taken very 
seriously by the Soviet 
government. 

The Soviet leader had 
more surprise in store for 
his guests. In the event of 
his appearance, his re¬ 
marks were supposed to be 
rather brief and non¬ 
political in nature. Instead, 
he used the occasion to 
make one of his most direct 
political messages to the 
American people. He was 
taking a leaf out of Presi- 


Th« stadia iwara usually smpty, but the opening ceremony wee a fortunate exception 









Marat Qramov.hMd of the Sovtot Sports CommitlM with TtdTurnwr.WotMtor why th«yw« smiling? 


dent Reagans book this 
tune by using his dffect 
access to the Amencan 
people through television 
After the opening chorus of 
Were for peace Oor 
bachev reiterated his peace 
initiatives and reminded 
Washmgton that be was 
expecting a setious reply 
It certainly was a surpnse 
for the Western media 
which had nut expected a 
political theme from him 
beyond the usual theme of 
Peace and friendship 
through sport 

The theme of politics 
continued throi gh the 
ceremony Fven the spec 
tacular card display in front 
of the Goodwill torch re 
fleeted It The 11 314 
member card section dis 
played among othe> pat 
terns, the Soviet flag the 
picture of Lenin and 
mushroom clouds of nuc 
lear bombs 

The strongest statement 
of the theme of friendship 
was the s^botic reenact 
ment of the luikup of the 
Appolo and Soyu/ 
spacecraft in 1975 The 
veterans of that mission, 
Thinnas Stafford and Deke 
^yton hrom Appolo and 
Leonov Valery 
Kubasov of the Soyuz 
shook hands and exchanged 


flowers 

The naass ballet on the 
horrors of wrar dominated 
the cultural events Folk 
dancers from 15 different 
Soviet states clown acts 
gymnastics acrobatic s 
carnival feats Amencan 
style lassoswhirlmg bron 
CO dances samba dances 
and circus acts weie among 
the numerous items of the 
two and a half hour gala 
Ihe flawless execution of 
these massive events 
clearly mdicated the in 
tensity of the Soviet effort 
to capture the imagination 
of the Amencan television 
audience Many observers 
rated the mauguril gala 
close to the opening of the 
Moscow Olympiad 

The entrance of the 
athletes to the stadium was 
not alone in the national 
team format Instead they 
«.ame m groups of six from 
different countries 
However the national 
anthem of the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
were sung at the cere 
mony At the medal cere 
mony national anthems 
were sung and flags are 
raised as in all major mter 
national compebtions 

The Soviet plans to 
attract naticaial attention m 
the United ^tes throus^ 


television suffered a severe 
setback as the telecast of 
the opening ceremomes 
clashed with the centenary 
celebration of the Statue of 
Liberty Turner had syndi 
cated the games throu^ 63 
independent stations all 
over the United States be 
sides his own Turner 
Broadcasting System 
(TBS) a cable outlet The 
three national networks fil 
led their piogramnung of 
July 6 with the Liberty spe 
cials Turner could not 
have picked a worse time 
for his telecast In fact the 
competitions began on Julv 
5 but the opening cere 
mony was scheduled for 
the 6th to avoid a clash with 
extensive Liberty coverage 
on that day 

Katmg figures revealed 
that the games telecast 
attracted very little atten 
tion from the US teU vision 
viewers The four day 
Liberty telecast was not 
the sole competibon Base 
ball and Wmibledon tenms 
also claimed substantial rat 
mgs The ratmg of the 
sporting events of the 
week revealed that the 
Goodwill opening cere 
mony ihd not find a place 
among ffie top 10 sport 
casts The average rating 
oi the first week for the 


games was only 2 2 pomts 
during prime time viewing 
In other words only 
1 882 000 homes m the 
country tuned in the 
games Turner has ex 
peeled at least a 5pomt 
ratmg and the adverbsing 
was sold on the basis <n 
that calculabon 22 miUion 
dollars have been raised for 
advertising sales Now 
TBS has to give them r6 
funds to niakc up for the 
smaller audience 
The scheduling of events 
also has been hurting the 
television rabngs Swun 
ming had to begin at the 
verv beginning m order to 
free the participants as ear 
ly as possible for the im¬ 
pending world tham 
pionships Track and field 
another popular item had to 
be adjusted to the Grand 
Pnx schedule furiffir had 
hoped that the Grand Pnx 
status of the track meet 
would attract several lead 
mg European and African 
competitors Unfortunately 
that was not the case 
Mens basketball has 
been the hottest teani item 
m the Olympics for the 
Amencan viewers AU^ 
UbSR finals Unfortunately 
the world championships 
were scheduled simul 
taneously m Spam Turner 







Satnikov, mrlmnilna’s mMalah, wu upaat by Amarica's 8aan KUIIon. Tha maaalah la thankfully human 


bou^t the television n^ts 
for Uie championship and 
worked it into the Goodwill 
schedule It did not really 
boost the ratings as a 
rather weak team of college 
juniors with very httle pre¬ 
paration was representing 
the US against leading 
world teams. Star quahty 
has been missing in the 
team in spite of its early 
wms. 

Gymnastics, another 
popular Item was not a 
nuqor attraction either due 
to the retirement of most of 
the Olympic stars of the US 
team. Without the likes of a 
Mary Lou Retton or Mitch¬ 
ell Gaylord, it is impossible 
to get national attention for 
such sporting events 

The depth of the field m 
most events proved to be 
another weakness of the 
games Turner was able to 
attract a good number of 
American athletes through 
the national federations. 
However, the East Ger¬ 
man representabon in track 
and field and swimming was 
limited. Top European i«- 
hons also did not send their 
athletes and smmmers to 
Moscow Turner was un¬ 
willing to pay the 10,000- 
doUar appearance ntoney 
for Bnbsh athletes like 
Sebasban Coe. His efforts 
to lure Steve Cram and 


Zola Budd unfortunately 
also did not succeed The 
absence of leading Amer¬ 
ican swimmers was another 
major setback 

Lack of support from the 
US Olympic Committee 
was a magor factor It was 
upset by Turner labellmg 
the 1980 and 1984 Olym¬ 
pics as “shams ” In fact the 
Intemabonal Olympic Com¬ 
mittee Itself was ^unated 
by Turner pubhaty stunts 
and statements It put 
some heat on the US Olym¬ 
pic Committee to disown 
the games, to whK.h it was 
sympathetic initiaOv. “We 
do not want to see progres¬ 
sion of mtemabon^ sport¬ 
ing events controlled by 
commercial interests,” 
USOC president Robert 
Heimic said. “That’s the 
bottom line ” 

Another blow came from 
Unde Sam. On the eve of 
the coimebbon the United 
States Department of De¬ 
fence barred 10 members 
of tlK US boxing team, one 
member of the modem 
pentathlon and two handball 
team members employed 
by the US Army or 
Marines. The order came 
from the White House it¬ 
self. The Presufent and his 
men did not want govern¬ 
ment personnel ounpeting 
in “commercial en¬ 


deavours” such as the 
Goodwill Games. 

Talking about the com¬ 
mercial aspect of the 
games, the Soviets do not 
seem to look at Turner’s 
Goodwill as a commercial 
endeavour of a southern 
capitalist from America 
The games is seen as a 
useful public relabons tool 
The very forces which cnb- 
cised the Los Angeles 
Olympics for commer 
cialisation of amateur 
sports, seem to have no 
scruples in reaping monet 
ary rewards from an Amer¬ 
ican busmessman 

The Soviet media has 
come down hard on the lack 
of standards at Los 
Angeles, pointing out the 
death of world records At 
these games quite a few 
records though were 
broken 

The first came the day 
before the opening cere¬ 
mony when Vladimir Salni¬ 
kov broke his own record in 
800-meter freestyle Then 
came the frack and field 
records by Amencan Jackie 
Joyner in heptathalra and 
Sergei Bubka of the Soviet 
Union in the pole vauh. 
Ihen the Soviets broke the 
record in the 4-lalometer 
team p^uit cycling re¬ 
cord. The women’s 200- 
meter flying event also was 


marited by a world record 
m the qualifying round by 
Ericka Salumae of the 
Soviet Union 
The highlight of the 
games so f^ lus been the 
stunning performance of 
the Amencan B team in 
swumning The Soviets had 
fielwd their best team of 
swimmers and ended with 
39 medals including 13 
gold The young and mex 
perienced Americans 
claimed a total of 49 med¬ 
als, 15 of them gold 'ITie 
most impressive upset 
came from teenager ‘^ean 
IGlhon who upset his idol 
Salnikov in the 4W-meter 
freestyle Salnikov holds 
world records in 800 and 
1500 freestyle events 
Angel Mayers, another 
teenager won four gold 
medals and a bronze in the 
womens division to make 
her father, a coach of the 
US team proud 
The Los Angeles Olym¬ 
pics got a flying start 
throuf^ the wonderful per¬ 
formance of American 
swunmers in the first week 
of the competition The 
young Americans did it 
again at Moscow Howev¬ 
er, the rest of the fidd did 
not have the fire power to 
continue the momentum as 
the ok! talent played to the 
empty stands. 
0 >o tn K.dl« w »a 
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RESULTS OF THE WORLD CUP OPINION POLL 
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The best team was: 


Brazil 

46.25% 

Argentina 

37.50% 

Denmark 

7.5% 

France 

3.75% 

West Germany 

3.75% 

Belgium 

1.25% 


The player of the tournament was: 


Diego Maradona 92.5% 

Cary Linekar 2.5% 

Karl Heinz Rummenigge 1.25% 

losimar 1.25% 

Socrates 1.25% 

Claudio Borghi 1.25% 


The best goalkeeper was: 

Harald Schumacher 31.25% 

Joel Bats 27.5% 

Jean Mane-Pfaff 12.5% 

Peter Shilton 8.75% 

Carlos 8.75% 

Nacerdrine Drid 6.25% 

Ezaki Badou 3.75% 

NeriPumpido 1.25% 


The most entertaining team was: 

Denmark 33.75% 

Brazil 28.75% 

Argentina 18.75% 

France 3.75% 

USSR 3.75% 

West Germany 2.5% 

Spam 2.5% 

Mexico 2.5% 

Italy 1.25% 

Belgium 1.25% 

Uruguay 1.25% 


The best match was: 

Brazil vs France 76.25% 

Argentina vs West Germany 7.5% 

Belgium vs USSR 7.5% 

England vs Argentina 3.75% 

Denmark vs ^ain 1.25% 

Afgentina vs Belgium 1.25% , 

South Korea vs Italy 1.25% 

West Germany vs Scotland 1.25% j 


The most disappointing side was: 

Uruguay 30% 

Italy 20% 

Brazil 12.5% 

URSSR 7.5% 

France 5% 

England 5% 

Iraq 5% 

Hungary 3.75% 

Canada 3.75% 

Denmark 2.5% 

Poland 2,5%. 

Belgium 1.25% 

West Germany 1.25% 


The standard of football has improved: 

Yes 62.50% 

No 37.50% 


Wa thank the following readeis for their contribution Sulagna 
Sanyal P K Guha, Keshav Mundnra, Subhashis Roy, Meghdoot 
Ben^ee, Aiunava Ghosh, Ooutam Kayal, D. Cheftiy, Mari|eet 
Das, Partha Pratim, Chanchal Das, Snbal Gupta, Mohammed 
Ishaque, Chaitali Mukhenee, Bhiman Daa Navtani, Shahana 
Meerza. Suchitra Haider. Lilly Puchotta, S.N Ghosh, Kishore 
Tripatfiy (Calcutta), Ri^iv Kumar Mohan (Tlnsukia), Nllsmani 
Wangknenrakpan (Imphal), Durba Bhattach^a,(ltan8g^, Pia- 
kaah Male, Jacquilm KharmeHn (Shillong), Diptiman Skwras 
(Sdohan, Mantosh Kumar Sarma (Quwahafil, Amit (OH^), 
S^a. Oigbol SaHda, Ranendra Cnowdhury (Assam), 
SuDOdh Garg (litaerut), S^m Anis (Aligarh), Tap Adama 
(Bhopal), Sonda^ Poddar (Chakradh«pur), Ki^ Thakur (Mw> 
shidabad) Smtt Shah (Kar^r), John Boaoo Rayen (Bombay), 



Delhi), Iswai Das Karmacharya (Kathmandu), TV Rw 
—hly D^), S Dutta (DImapur), Indrakshi Roy Choudary 
N.K. Surendran (lAule). A Banarjea (Aaanaol), Qour 
w Banerpa (Howrah), G.K. Krishnainoorthy (Hydar> 

ab^), Sanjaev Mohanly (Cuttack). Jagdish PopH (Coirnbatora), 
S. Rwiraa (Madras), K.M. San)u (Trichur). H,M. Qlnah (Chiok- 
mmaiora), ^ailash CMhioh, Narw (tengalora), Sorna, Maria 

Naiiraj (Karmata- 

to), M.K. Dto (Orissa), P.C. Mishra (Oarbhanga), Aashmi 
Bannh and Vishnu Prakash Ohandame 
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Chaitanya 
Chakram first: 
The rest 
nowhere 
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piWANYACHAK 
RAM) the TV Sunday 
ex Urvashi bay colt tuned 
to concert pitch bv schooler 
Juggy Dhanwal walt/ed 
away with the Ban^alun 
Derby ui stupendous 
fashion on Sunday 1 Ith 
July Ridden b> jck kt v 
Lkivd Marshal tiu lolt 
never really mh his ion 
nections any hi irt stopping 
moment*'yvhitsocvii to 
win from r ink outsider Jva 
noe who lollowcd him 
home iightlingthsin 
arreiis Rc aland the 
set ond favourite tor the 
rate and tlie only one who 
could have given Chakram 
a run for his money, broke 
down when heads were 
turned for home and was 
subsequently destroyed 
I Few horses have won a 
Classic by making all their 
own running and it is indeed 
inlngumg to note that both 
Chaitanya Chakram and his 
illustrious sister C hailanya 
Ratham before him have 
both won Derbies by gomg 
from start to finish In 
odier words not only has 
this brother and ststet com 
bination won Classics in 
successive years—they 
have done so m identical 
fashion, and that must 
surely be one for Ripley s 
Believe It or Mot 
A field of nine acceptors 
Was slated as the Derby 
hneup but it was reduced 
to eifi^t when the Cbenoy 
trained Keep Frymg was 
withdrawn on the day of the 
race on veterinary 
grounds Chaitanya Chak 
ram was the piping hot 
favourite at five to four 
against finally closmg at 
evenmonCT His superb 
wm m the Colts Tnal 
Stakes three weeks before 
the Derby was an avid de 
monstration as to his ability 
and It was obviously this 
performanc c that made hun 
the even money favourite 
Ihe second favourite was 
the Chenoy trained ReaUmd 
available at twos Next in 
demand came Riracolltan 
and Responsions both at 
sev ens and eights and then 


you could write youi puce 
on the others 

Breaking lev el trom the 
gates Marshal took 
Chaitanya Chaknm into the 
lead before the field hit the 
first turn and by the time 
they had traversed the first 
400 metres hehadestab 
lished a commanding six 
length lead which was nev 
cr to be relinquished Rea 
land and RimcoUian were in 
second and thud place and 
then lame what looked to 
be like a pioiession made 
upofivanoe Loving Spirit 
Responsions and Strides 
Ahead 

The pace was unduly last 
m the opt rang stagi s of the 
rai e and one began to won 
del whether Chaitanya 
C hakram would keep it up 
After all he had never been 
over tlie distance before 
But keep it up he did and he 
had the opposition off the 
bndle almost half a mile 
from home At this stage 
he was still a good six 
lengths the good of Realand 
who was moving up nicely 
mto second place while 


RimeoUian had shot his bolt 
and was obviously in trou 
ble as was Responsion-. 
who was a be aten horse 
Ivanot and Diving Spmt 
wei e behmd these runmrs 
at this stage and the former 
was putting in some useful 
work and was moving up 
nicely 

Fntenngthe straight 
Chaitanya Chakram was 
still well clear but lie cti 
tainly was not tiavelling as 
well as Marshal would have 
liked Ubv lously the rigois 
of setting such a gruelling 
pace had caught up with 
him Meanwhile Shroff 
astride Rt aland was de 
finitely making some head 
way in second place and he 
looked dangerous as they 
straightened up for the final 
run 1 hen fate intervened 
Realand suddt nly lost his 
action and wobbled alar 
mingly Sluoh immediately 
pulled him up and tried to 
get him out ol the way He 
had almost succeeded 
when Ivanoe came tarrer 
ing along and bumped him 
as he went past and that 



ShraN (toft) WMI CiMHioy: Runriliig out of luck 


was probably how Shroff 
cameacnqi^r Realand 
had broken his left fetlock 
and had to be destroyed cm 
humane grounds 
Back to the race proper 
and by now it was aO over 
bar the 'winnmg post eigjit 
lengths to the good of Iva 
noe who created quite a 
surprise by running 
second In third place was 
the equally long pni ed Lov 
mg Spint another eight 
lengths behmd Ivanoe 
1 inally m fourth place came 
Rimcolfaan just edging out 
Responsions to get the 
honour of finishmg on the 
board 1 he race was run m 
a time of J mm 7 Jsec 
which IS a far cry from the 
recerd of Young Rajput 
madentatlv also trained by 
Dhanwal 

In fact Chakram s timmg 
will go down in the books as 
the slowest time recorded 
m the last decade Of 
course there will be some 
who say that time does not 
rc fit 11 everything and 
Chaitanya Chakram was 
probably eased up m the 
closmg sDges of the race 
Bui It seemed most unlike 
ly that the winner had anv 
thmg more left in hand 
Whether he would liave 
been beaten by Realand oi 
not IS a totally different b ill 
game However Idont 
think 1 would be very off 
the mark if I said that 
Chaitanya Chakram beat a 
mediocre set of horses and 
his supreme test will come 
when he takes on older 
horses ovrer the same dis¬ 
tance m a weight for aK 

Qiaitanya Chakram’s 
dam Urvashi has thu^ro 
duced two individual C^s 
sic winners from two foals 
and that itself is quite an 
achievement The first was 
Chaitanya Ratham who won 
the Nil^s Derby, the De 
ccan Derby and tte South 
Indian Oertiy—to name her 
ni 4 jor classic wms Now 
Ctotanya Chaloam takes 
over frean where his cham- 
pKxi sister left off 



SRSMSgUfe 


JOHANNESBURG Apartheid has darkened tbewcaW of 
apott in South Africa Perethia Radebe, iidio has for 

tne past 10 years in a garage with her family, waslucky 
eno^ to wm In a lottery competition recently Trokeys 
to a $30,000 house unfortunately, rfie's black and the 
house 18 m a “Whites Only' neigWwuriiood, so she could 
not occtgiy it The orranisers, however, has agreed to 
give her one on a blade neighboitrhood 

Cnwy Contosto 

ITALY A group of 100 youths claimed a world record for 
the longest sandwich in the world—404 metres of bread 
smokra ham and salami The project took 24 hours with 
10 going to construct and the rest to put together a 
serpentine table 


Try THI You Dio 

BELGRADE After 9 years d tryu* to pass the dnvmg 
test Hraiaslav Mirkovic (54) ib going to give it another 
try His 79th’ 

Talo Off Twins 

NEW JERSEY Identical twins Mark Newman and Gerald 
Levey, who were* separated at both and raised by 
different adoptive parents, were accidentally reunited 32 
years later when they both became firemen m the same 
town They both wear a moustache m summer and a beard 
in wmter, are shelly bald look ahke and share a love for 
the same sports—huntnig and fishmg Tliat's how they 
re-discovered each other 
Bemie Tellis 
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Rourfci$ 


MADRAS 

TItlefor 

Karnataka 

AS the only major hockey touma 
rAment held ui the aty, the start ol 
the ScuBors Action All India MCC 
tournament, conducted every July by 
the Madras Cncket Club with tht 
active sponsorship of IT C is looked 
toward to eaj?eilv by hockey fans of 
the metropolis 

Since its levival a few years ago, 
the tournament has been a popukr 
one in the spurts calendar in the aty. 
The fare itself has ranged from the 
mundane to the skilful, depending 
upon the teams gracing the competi¬ 
tion But this year’s meet, held to 
two weeks in early July was not as 
thrilling as some of the previous 
tournaments have been. There were 
two reasons to this. Not many top 
I teams took part with the result that 
except for two or three matches, the 
rest saw very ordinary performances. 
Tournament Secretary Munir Sait, a 


fonror Olympian, told SportwaorkI 
ttet one of the reasons why there 
were restnc tions on teams was the 
modest budget provided by the Chib 
for the tournament. 

The second reason for the rather 
ordinary standard of play was the 
shabby condition of the ground. For 
the past three years, die ground— 
The Mac ‘B’, which is athacent to the 
mam cncket stadium at Chepauk, was 
green, with just a few brown pat^es 
and the bounce was faniy even. This 
year there seemed to be more brown 
patches than green ones. And the ball 
had a very uneven bounce. With 
proper round the year care one hopes 
to see a better ground next year 

Among the partiapating twenty 
teams (ten of them were outstation) 
MEG, Bangalore and Karnataka XI 
ftways did seem supenor to their 
nvals. And it was no big sutpnse that 
the two made it to the final where the 
all Bangalore affair had a thrilling 
finish Down 0-2 at the break against 
their more expenenced nvals, Karna¬ 
taka XI staged a fine rally, banging m 
two goals m the seccmd session. 

There was no extra time because of 


fading lirtt and in the tie brodcer. 
KamatiwaXiwatdiedbyKHAnmBi- 
dent and IMF Vice President Murthy, 
came out on tcqi netting four times to 
MEG’s three to emoge destsving 
winners by a 6-5 mar^ 

If for noduns else, Kamatska de¬ 
served their tide triumph because it 
was for dm second successive match 
that they came from bel^ town. In 
then* semi final against All India State 
Baidc, they were two down withm die 
first 20 mmutes showing cranmend- 
abie fitting qualities v^ich endeared 
them to the crowd, Karnataka made it 
2-2 in the first half itself and then 
scored the match winner m the second 
to wm 3-2. bi the other semi final, 
MEG outplayed crack local outfit lOB 
4-1. The tournament did hek> in 
bringing to the fore the enormous 
talent of a rassible fiiture star Vmod 
Chinappa, Itonataka's speedy and re¬ 
sourceful left wmKr. The tall, slim 
forward displayed remarkable stick- 
work and ball control and emerged as 
the find of die tournament It was im 
surprise when he was declared the 
“Best Player of the Toumanent” 

Poftab Ramchand 



GAIN-WITHOUT PAIN SOUND BODY 

WITHda^ BARBELL & DUMBBELLS 


♦ SPOKI'I flf 4rriCLETlC ITEMS 

BARBELL PLATES. SOLID DUMBBELLS PUTTING SHOTS. HAMMER THROW. 



MANUFACTURED BY 


SHREE MAHAVIR ENGINEERING WORKS 

B2. Industrial Eatata (Nunhai) AQRA-282006 
PH Factory 72048,65337 Rasidance 74035.61721 Gram SILICATE' 
AVAILABLE AT ALL SPORTS GOODS SHOPS 
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ifcmbothani 

New trip 

AN BOTHAM, never one 
to ]et tiie grass grow und^ 
fata fe^ IS deeptjr involved in 
ptanang fata tr^ across the 
by elephant, foBowingin 
the footpr^ of HannilaL 

The trip vnth three 
ete|4iants is scheduled to 
start in February 1988, 
<x>veni% 1,000 miles a 
week. 

Botham aims to raise one 
miffion stering for leukaonia 
research, to^tothe 
850,000 he had raised for the 
cause with his long wai6 last 
winter. 

The ti^ win mean that 
Botham misses the England 
tour of Pakistan and New 
Zealand. 

Perhaps he wffl send his 
mother-in-law instead. AD 
expenses paid. 

Boycotted 

Qear choice! 
EOFFREY BOYCOTT 
is truely remarkable. If 
not his public relations than 
definitely his cricket. At the 
of 46 he stiO remains one 
of the best batsmen in Eng¬ 
land today (scoring his ISlst 
first class century last 
week). 

With the state the Eru^sh 
batting is in a Boycott 
wouldn’t be too haimfiil. 

Gooch has had as many as 
sbc opening partners this 
seasoi and the English 
selectors are probably per¬ 
plexed with the question: 

‘«4io are En^and’s best five 
batsmen?’ 

The Sunday Tones con¬ 
sulted dght wise men—ail 
ccHflitry captains or players 

a tq^^wwdiich included 
Bc^cott in third place. He 
was the first choice of three 
of the wise men. 

The selection criteria was 
somewhat simpler than it is 
for those who are appointed 
to the job. The job was to 
ainqiiy name the 'best' bats- 
intai wid) no conditipns 
attacfaecL 


The five in order were 
Gatting ( 8 , getting every- 
cme’s vote); Gower Th, 
Boycott 6 , Cioodr 5%, Lamb 
3, Amiss 2, Bailey IV 4 Whi¬ 
taker 1 Vfe Larkins, Athey, 
Boythams and Robinson aU 
one. 

The poll must cast popular 
doubt in England that 
“everyone tows who the 
b^t players are. ” After all. 
ei^t experienced players 
chose a total of 13 batsman. 


Even the selectors havoi’t 
chmen diat many-yet 

Poles Apart 

Fame 

\ A/HO says it’s only in 
V V India that tavouritism 
Creeps into team selec¬ 
tions. Take this example. 
Daley Thompson will be 
competing in three evoits 
at the Commonwealth 


Gaines. The decathlon, the 
4x 1(X) relay and the pole 
vault 

He gained one of the 
three vaulting places at the 
ejmense of his best friend 
JeS Gutteridge—and this 
seems to have shattered 
the friendship. Said Guttei:- 
idge: *'He hasn’t done 
enough. 'The only thkig he’s 
got over me is feine." 

The two athletes have 
been friends fw 15 years 
and Thompson is godfatlier 
to Gut^eridge’s youi^ son. 
Gutteridge, silver medalist 
at the 1982 CcHnmonwealth 
Games and an Olympic 
finalist in 1984 has a best 
vault of 5.4(kn. Thomp¬ 
son's best is 5.25 m. 

Gutteridge has been in 
the first three in all the 
major trials this season and 
in the AAA ChampionsUps 
last mondi, wten the vaul- 
ters were toW it was their 
last chance to impress the 
selectors, Brian Hooper 
was first, Gutteridge 
second,. Keith StO(± Third, 
Thmnpson fourth and Andy 
Ashurst fifth. Ilie trio for 
Edinburgh are Thompson, 
Hooper and Ashurst. 

Time Out 

Breathless 

K 10 wonder Argentina 
IM wcm the World Cup. 

They were most adept at 
pacing themselves, to tak¬ 
ing time out in the Mexico 
h^t 

One havdt-eyed Finn who 
monitcned the competition 
with video tapes and a stop- 
watdi found that in two 

the qua^ finals did effec¬ 
tive i^y-time eicceed 58%. 

Against En^and, Argenti¬ 
na were reqxnisible for ^ 
breaks in play totaffing 26.55 
minutes arxl England for 80 
taking tm 20.02 minutes. 

The mial itself beat aS 
others in time wastirg. 
Argentina contrived ^ 

Ixtots (31.31 minutes} to 
West Cieitnto 76 (19.26 
mmutes). Kknng the ball 
took up a mere 4. 8 % 
playing time. 






JufyEngjandwal- 
low further m 
depths of misery as New 
Zealand bmt thm by 47 
runs in the first (Mie-day 
mtemational at Leeds 
Sanfiig 217 for ei^t in 
their turn at bat, New Zea¬ 
land restrict the English to 
170 to t^e a 1-0 lead in the 
one-day senes 

Steve Cram runs back into 
the limeli^t as he records 
the world s fastest time in 
the 800m this vear as he 
clocks 1 43 62 in the Nice 
Athlebc Grand Pnx 

July Greece calls 
Ua for a revival of the 
ancient OlympiL tradition 
whereby tdl war was stop- 
^ during the Olympic 
Games 

India fix their Asian Games 
squad at 540 with 425 of 
them being competdors 
According to the Seoul 
Asian Games Organising 
Conmittee, India's entry is 
80 far the third largest for 
this Games 

JutyEni^d 
q(U) avenge thw defeat 
in the first one-day game by 
winning the second one-day 
mtemational against New 
Zealand by stx wickets 
Chasuig a New 2foaland 
score irf 284 for five, with 
Martin Crowe topscormg 
on 93 not out, Endand’s 
openers Graham Gooch 
and Bill Athey score a re¬ 
cord 193 few the first wicket 
to take their country to a 
comfortable victory 

The Kerala Government 
are gomg to felicitate thev 
star athlete P T Usha by 
naming a new Imk road m 
the heart of Codun aty 
after her The naming cere¬ 
mony which was to take 
place after Uslu returned 
fi’om the Commonwealth 
Games will now be brought 
forward since India have 
confirmed their boycott 

July Martina 
l)^ Navratilova is given 





RrM In a MrtM of dlMctnr photographs, Laurfo 
Paltridga of M albouma d aa par a taly eimgsontotha 
rains of hia mount Brinkworth during too grand 
national hurdla at Flamington, Melbouma 



Jos Lammartlnli otThe Natharlands la-givan first 
aid as Mood atroams down his face aftor ha fSii 
during the fourth stags of tha Tour da Franca cycle 
race. Lammortink was taken to hospital with a 
hrokan Jaw and a fractional collar bona 

Last hut not the least ..Honda can take a round of 
applause for the perfect balance of thair 500 cc 
modal as tola bike goes It alone aftar Ildar 
Raymond Rocha fall off ctoring the Belgian Grand Prix 



a warm welcome by tbe 
country of her buth, 
Czechoslovakia. Returning 
there for toe first time 
since she defected 11 years 
ago, she 18 welcomed at toe 
airport by her parents Jana 
andMirc^v. 

Calcutta soccer giants 
Mohun Bagan and East 
Bengal dash at the Salt 
Lake Stadium m a semor 
division Group A tie Scor¬ 
ing first in toe first half, 
Mohun Bagan ftitter away 
the lead to share points. 

2 /f^ July Tim Wtto- 
w f>rspo(Mi retains hu 
world heavyweight boxing 
crown as he stops Frank 
Bruno of Bntam m toe llth 
round of their 15-round 
bout at Wembley. 

Holders Sweden steamrol¬ 
ler then" way over Italy to 
enter the !>emi-finals of the 
1986 Davis Cup tennis 
championship Also making 
the semis are Australia and 
Czechoslovakia 

2 <c July USA com- 
U plete tlK semi-final 


U plete tlK semi-final 
hne-up for this year’s Davis 
Cup competibon as they 
win both their reverse sing 
les matches against Mexico 
to seal the tie 4-1 

USA edge their way to the 
world basketball title by a 
narrow two point margin 
Holding off a spinted dull- 
lenge by USS^ the Amer¬ 
icans wm 87-85 m an exat- 
mg final at Madrid. 

Icuk Sugiarto of Indonesia 
wuis toe men’s singes title 
at the Indixiesian Open 
beating Sze Yu d Chuia. In 
the ladies' section, Stu Wen 
of China registers a hard- 
fought wm over Helen 
'Trokeof Enghuid. 

July Football 

ixoves deadly for 
one budding goalkeeper as 
he IS killed by hghtning 
while playing a practice 
match at toe Is^t Stachom 
mRourkela. 


ptalBQiifihB by AnPoMMto 






. QilESnONS 


nwtttOhOM 


Cros^6rd 

Mudar 


3tt 



ACROSS 

1 and 3. What Michael Holding is 
amongst fast txnvlers, in the words 
of a cncket writer (5,5) 

4. Limited-overs tournament in India is 
'unwell' in the middle (5) 

6. Bradman's book is ‘this of Cricket, 
returning (3) 

8. Japanese form of sword fighting 
and which, when translated, literally 
means 'sword way' (5) 

9. West Indian fast bowler who 
Jeopardised his Test career by 
playing in South Africa comes back 
(5) 

10. What a fast bowler looks for in the 
pitch in the morning (3) 

I 13, Assodabon Football club, founded 
in 1863 by the students of the 
Charterhouse School, begins with a 
saint (5) 

14. Multinational IrKlian company for a 
bowler who played against India 
this summer (5) 

15. Long distance runner ends in the 
singular (5) 

Dowm 

1. Cereal for a South African 
all-rounder (4) 

2. There's many a'this'betwixt the 
'peeper and gully (4) 

3. GmeraHy regarded as the fastest of 
the tradmonal court games, this 
sport is played by two or four 
payers in'acourt enclosed by walls 
on an toursidee (7) 

5. Sprinter for QOR, who was the first 
tobreakthell secs banters for 
100m, ends In the feminine (7) 

6. Heewy weight for a batting 
achievement (^ 

7. Association of Tennis Professionals 

11. divers (4) 

12. Former Indian cricket captain WKls 
Hi foe Pilndsss of Watss (4) 

Etweifont! IT'IS, Qood: 14-ii Fair; 


1. Which law of cricket governs in¬ 
timidatory bowting ? 

2. Has any Test bowler ever been 
banneo (after stipulated warnings) 
for the rest of the innir^ on the 
ground of using intimidatory tactics ? 
1180 , name him. 

3. What does ‘GP* stand for In sports 
parlance? 

4. is there any limit to the height of a 
polo pony? 

5. Can a pony be ordered off during a 
pok) match? 

6. For how many successive 400 m 
hurdles races Is Edwin Moses un¬ 
beaten? 

7. What is the NatWest Bank Trophy ? 

8. Who is the last player to beat Marti¬ 
na Navratilova in Wimbledon ? 

9. Who was the last Frenchman before 
Henri Leconte to reach the Wimble¬ 
don semi-finals ? 

10. In volleyball what is the ‘roiiir^ 
receive? 


ANSWERS 

1. Law 42. 

2. The law has never been totally 
enforced. 

3. Grand Pitx. 

4. No. 

5. Yes. 

6.111 (till the recently-concluded 
Goodwill Games). 

7. Since 1981 the Gillette Cup cricket 
trophy has been replaced by this 
trophy. 

8. Hana Mandiikova (Czechoslovakia), 
In the 1981 semi-finals. 

9. Yvon Petre (In 1946) 
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10. A player dives to the ground, hits the 
ball, rolls over and returns quickly to 
his (or her) feet—receiving the ball 
in fois way is called the 'rolling 
receive.' 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Manitoba Trophy ? 

2. Who were the first black Americans 
to take part In foe Winter Olympics ? 

3. Who was Hirofumi Daimatsu ? 

4. Where is Amstelveen Hockey 
Ground? 

5. Who is foe first Cuban woman to win 
an CMympic gold medal 7 

6. An Event in C^pic swimming, 
discontinued in 1976 and 1980, was 
reinstated in the 1984 Games. What 
is it? 

7. What is a Catamaran ? 

8. What is the Sydney-Hobart race ? 

9. What is the ‘llio Colil' course of giant 
slalom ? 

10. How many gold medals did P.T. 
Usha win in the Delhi Asiad (1982) ? 


ANSWERS 

1. PrizB awarded to inter-provincial 
badminton champons of Canada. 

2. Willie Davenport and Jeff Qodley 
who represented the LI.S.A. in foe 
bobsled event in 1980 (Lake Placid). 

3. 'Notorious'coach of Japanese , 
women's volleyball team in the Six¬ 
ties, he was noted for his Dracontam 
methods. 

4. Near Amsterdam. It is the national 
ground of the RoyP Netherlands 
Hockey Board. 

5. Maria Colon Ruenes who won the 
jatmiln forow event in the Moscow 
Games. 

6. Women's 200m IndMduai medley. 

7. A hwn-hulled craft—the fastest or 
sailing boats. 

8. The dassic yacht race of foe South¬ 
ern Hemlspnere which starts oni 
Boxing Day morning from Australia’s 
Sycfoey Harbour. The course fo 880 
miles long. 

9. Hio Colli was a skier of Contina. He 
crashed into a tree at SO m.p.h. 
during a race and died inatan- 
teneoualy. The courw at Cordna Is 
named after him. 

10. Nil 
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HENRY COOPER’S 

MOST MBIIIORABLE HGHTS 

In the concluding extract from this book, Henry Cooper pays 
homage to Muhammad Ali even as Ali fails in his attempt to 
recapture the heavyweight title for an unprecedented fourdi 
time. To round off, Cooper takes on an opponent of a different 
type —a computer. Published by Stanley Paul & Co Ltd., the 

book is priced at £8.95 


TJre FighI: Larry Hdmes V. 
Muhammad Ali 

The Date: 2 October 1980 

The Venue: Caesar ’s Palace, 
Las Vegas 

The BuUd-up 

T his was supposed to be 

Muhammad Alt's ‘Last Hurrah’, 
a final comeback to capture the 
world heavyweight cham¬ 
pionship for an unprecedented fourth 
time. But for once his mind and lus 
pride were making an appointment his 
body could not keep. Waiting for him 
in the opposite comer was Larry 
Holmes, his former sparring partner 
whom Ali saw as a pretender to his 
throne. 

Early in his career Holmes had 
idolised Ah to such an extent that the 
first time Muhammad blackened his 
eye in the gym he declined treatment 
until he could get a photographer. ‘I 
wanted evidence of what the great 
man had done to me.' he said. 

In All’s estimation Holmes was 
fighting above his station. He still 
considered him in the sparrii^ partner 
■bracket and could not accept that he 
had improved nut of all recognition 
from the young boxer he used to hire 
at KK) doHars a session; neither could 
he see, as we wlw looked sadly on 
could see, that he himself had lost 
much of tlie magic and mastery that 
had made him a fighting phenomenon. 

Ali had been tempted out of a 
two-year retirement by the promise of 
an $8 million purse. But it was more . 
than profit at stake. It was pride. His 



All—pushing his luck 



Holmes—bsst his hero 


giant ego wouldn’t allow him to con¬ 
cede that his one-time hired hand had 
taken over as the bossman. Holmes, 
winner of all his 35 fights, was deter¬ 
mined to make it a case of ‘the ego has 
landed. ’ 

Since his defeat of Leon Spinks in 
1978 Ali had ballooned to a fat, grossly 
overweight 18 stone. But from the 
moment he signed to fight Holmes in a 
25,000-seat temporary arena specially 
built in the Caesar’s Palace parking 
lot, Ali went into serious training at his 
Pennsylvania mountain camp. For two 
months he worked as hard as he had 
ever done in his life and trimmed down 
to 15 St. 7^2 lb., his lowest weight 
since taking the title from George 
Foreman in 1974. 

Eight years younger than Ali at 30, 
Holmes was in his prime at 15st. IV 2 
lb. He had ascended to the World 
Boxing A.ssociation throne in 1978 by 
narrowly outixiinting Ken Norton acid 
had since defended the title seven 
times, winning each bout inside the 
distance, which equalled a record set 
by Joe Louis. 

Holmes, bom in Georgia on 3 
November 1949, and raised in Easton, 
Pennsylvania, had been a professional 
since March 1973, following an im¬ 
pressive amateur career. He was 
carefully groomed for world cham¬ 
pionship honours, winning 27 contests 
before seeking title recognition. 1 
have become a Larry Holmes fan. and 
1 believe time will prove that he has 
been the most underrated 
heavyweight champion in history. He 
is not only an excellent ring technician 
and a solid puncher with either fist but 
is also the most dignified champion 
since Joe Lmas. He has been a credit 
to boxing with his conduct both inside 



and out^e the ring. 

His talent was submerged in the 
backwash left behind by &t quick-on- 
the-jaw salesman AIL A qinet, de* 
vot^ femily man, he has su0ered by 
ccnnparison with All’s overpowering 
personality and because he’s been 
content to let his boxing do the talking 
for him he has not been raven the 
projection his ring skOls have de¬ 
served. 

Holmes has proved tinw and time 
again that he has got courage to go 
with his ability. That murderously 
hard puncher Eamie Shavers knocked 
him down with the sort of right-hand 
blow that would have ended most 
fights. Holmes dragged himself off the 
canvas and battled back to stop his 
dangerous opponent in 11 rounds. He 
was also floored in a title defence 
against Renaldo Snipes but again got 
up to wn in the 1 Itn. Several times, 
as against Ken Norton and Mike 
Weaver, fights were slipping away 
from him until he dug down into his 
reserves to show the sort of spirit and 
determination that sets champions 
,^part from those who only get to 
challenge. 

Holmes was on a hiding to nothing 
against Alt in Las Vegas. If he won, 
everybody would say he had beaten a 
man way past his peak. If he lost, he 
would be dismissed as having been a 
mediocre champion. My heart wanted 
All to win but my head said that 
Holmes would be too young and 
strong for him. 1 would have been 
much happier if Ali had stayed retired 
after his revenge victory over Leon 
Spinks. You can go to the well only so 
many times and I knew that even Ali 
would have to dry up at some time. 

Yet because of the legend that is Ali 
there was an air of expectancy about 
his bid to become world champion for 
a fourth time. Could he produce just 
one more miracle? 

The Fight 

Ali looked the part for his cham¬ 
pionship challenge. He was so lean 
and fit that it was almost as if the clock 
had been turned back five or six 
years. But from the very first round it 
was obvious that Ali’s looks were 
deceiving. Age had robbed him of the 
speed that used to be his trademaric. 
His quickstep dancing was slowed to a 
funeral march and the hands that had 
been so fast now moved as if on a 







Ail kioked tiM part for Ms 
ctiMipionsMp cfwUong* 








BookE 


rust( cl (hain 

Holmt s produced a performance of 
iicrir perfection but he got htUe appre 
ciation because A}| was such a sad 
shadow of his old self All that Ab 
revealed that coidd be admired wa<- 
his courage m stickine in there lon^, 
after it was obvious mat llobnes had 
han bcked No matter whai Ah In* <1 
Holmes had an answer for hun I ic 
was beating him to the jab in n mg 
quicker around the nng ind trappmg 
him by c leverlv nngluij. mtf positions 
to cut off the c halk n^c i est ape 
routes 

When All attempted the rope a 
dope tneks ihit had worked so well 
against 1 oicman Holmes belted turn 
to the nbs with long hooks that 
reacht d ii uund lus guard It was 
tragic to w itch as All was virtually 
redui cd to the role of a sparring 
p.H tnt I f ven the most biased Ab 
supporleis struggled to score a single 
round for him and the man who had 
so often boasted—wnth some justifica 
tion—^that he was the prettiest de 
veloped an ugly red patch and swelling 
under Ins left eye where the cham 
pion s jabs were landing with a thump 
ing regularity 

There was just a flash of the old Ab 


at the «!tart of the fifth round He canw 
out on his toes and caufdtt Holmes 
with a t oujilc of stingmg lefts to the 
fact But his legs qutcl^ turned to 
Ic id and by the middle of the round he 
was flat footed as Hohnes attacked 
with both fists to the head and body 
1 he champion was so confident that 
ht was clowning Ab style, pretending 
to stagger on tte few occasions when 
the challenger landed a worthwhile 
punch 

From the seventh round on Ab was 
surviving on sheer wiH power He 
seemed to have aged ten years since 
the first bell and the fierce afternoon 
heat—It was 104 degrees at the nng 
side—was taking its toll along with tfie 
pumshment that Holmes was handing 
out m a systematic thoroughly pro 
fessional manner 

It got to the stage whefe Holmes 
was getting sick and tired of hitting his 
old hero Why don t you quit’’he kept 
pleading dunng ebnehs 

All just said in response Fi^t, 
sucker fij^t’ 

In the eighth round Hohnes landed a 
succession of clubbing nghts to Ah's 
head without reply and m my opinion 
the referee should have stopp^ it 
there and then because Ah was offer 


mg no resistance Ringsiders openly 
wept as the once nu|^ty Ah stumUed 
back to his comer with bttle know* 
ledge of where or who he was 
Anybody else but Ali would have 
surrendered but his stubborn pnde 
wouldn’t allow it 

Tramer Angelo Dundee wanted to 
pull Ah out at the end of the punishing 
nmth routul but others in the chalten- 
ger s entourage objected Holmes, a 
compassionate champion, was clearly 
holding back in the tenth round and 
kept mviting referee Richard Green to 
stop It 

All looked a pitiful figure and, as he 
slumped onto his stool at the end of 
ttie round there was an undupufied 
scuffle between Angelo Dundee de 
termined to save Ah further humilia¬ 
tion and Ah s loud mouthed soulmate 
Bundini Brown who was demanding 
‘just one more round’ Thank good 
ness It was Dundee s conimonsense 
that swayed manager Herbert 
Muhammad He summoned Uie re 
feree over and announced All s retire 
ment 

for the first time m his 20 year 
professional career. Ah had Med to 
finish a fight It was a trape ending to 
one of the greatest nng careers in the 


HoImM (ieft), In one of his earlier bouts. He wee determined to make this fight a ease of ‘the ego has landed’ 

AttodaMd PraM 
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histon of taxing. Well, almost the 
end, Ah being M, te to have one 

moreSidg. 

Tht Aft ei mta ih 

HOLMES, to his great credit, did not 
crow over his victory.He was close to 
gmtine tears of sorrow for Ali and 
said: i love that man. I held back for 
the vdiole of the tenth round because 1 
didn’t want to see him getting hurt. 
The referee should have stopped it. 
He's my friend, my brother. I ve got 
no happiness out of beating him. All 
I’ve achieved is a big pay-day. But I 
ain’t celebrating. He’s the best 
heavyweight filter in the world and 
just ^e fact that he was going for the 
title for a fourth time is a great 
achievement 

'He tried his old tricks, hoping to 
pysche me out of it but 1 got to Imow 
mm too well during four years as his 
sparring partner. Ali fooled a few of 
the writers into thinking he could win. 
But he couldn’t fool me. I hope he 
never fights again. But nobody can tell 
Ali what he can or can’t do. ’ 

The next day Ali, his damaged eye 
hidden betund dark glasses, conceded 
that the fight should have been stop¬ 
ped. ‘I was taking a lot of punches and 


was glad when they stopped it, ’ he 
admitted. Take your hearts out and 
turn them over to Larry. He’s tite 
heavywei^t champion—until! re¬ 
turn.’ 

Ali listened to all the advice of 
people telling him he should retire and 
then ignored them all. He foolishly had 
one more fi^t, a meaningless aMr 
against Canadian Trevor Berbick in 
the Bahamas in December 1981. At 
his peak he would hardly have allowed 
Beihick to lay a glove on h^. But a 
pathetic, lumbering Ali was outpointed 
over ten mauling rounds and this at 
last convinced bun that his da)rs as 
‘The Greatest’ were well and truly 
over. A light had gone out on the 
boxmg stage and it will be a tong, tong 
time before we see one burning so 
brightly again. 

Ali has since suffered from ill 
health, no doubt many of his problems 
being attributabte to the fact that he 
wanted to conquer one mountain too 
many. He did me the honour of 
attendii^ my 50th birthday party in 
London in 1984 and I would be lying if 
1 didn't admit to being shocked and 
saddened by his appearance. There 
was a slur to his sp^ch, he had the 
movements of an old man and there 


were times when he could hardly keep 
his eyes open (maybe that was some¬ 
thing to do with my boring company!). 
Obviously the punches he had ^en 
over the years had caught up with him 
but there were other toctors that 
would need a doctor’s diagnosis rather 
than mine. 

The busybody boxing abolitionists 
would like to convince us that his poor 
health was all due to his ring career, 
but his diabetes and liquid-tevel prob¬ 
lems could have afflicted him regard¬ 
less of what he did for a livmg. And 
what he chose to do—boxmg— 
brou^t him the sort of fame, fortune 
and sneer satisffiction that he could 
have found in hardly any other field. I 
prefer to remember him as the cocky 
yet likeable showman of the sixties 
when he brou^t a hurricane of firesh 
air to boxing with his quick wit. 
twinkling toes and fast fists. Duing a 
60-fi^t, 20-year career he transceded 
spwt and became the best-known 
face—and voice—^in the world. He 
was up there with the presidents and 
kings for instant recog^tion and was 
more popular than any of them. 1 will 
always labour a soft spot for him and 
consider it a privilege to have twice 
shared the same ring*with him. 


All worka out on the speed bag. For him n wee more than a profit of $8 million at ataka. It waa pride 
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N orman CiUer the wnlei who 
hau helped me get my u rapbouk 
momnes down on paper i a loinpu 
ter freak who fed ail tlu fai ts and 
figures on even ^Oth (entur> Uufish 
heavyweight thainpion into 1 ompu 
tei to find who h is bn n tlit greatest 
His final top ten t ihk dttr the tompu 
ter had dige ti d ill ihi dat i is given at 
the bottom ol this page 

it maki s nit lighting mad to see 
m>si If r lit d IilIow |«h Bugner I'm 
roiiviiK (d ill would not have lived 
with nil It nis peak And I’m also sure 
that t VI i\ iMidy i Ise Itsted in this table 
would h i\i got the bettei of him if 
thi \ had met when at theu best Len 
11 irvi V was one of the alt time greats 
and I querit d with Know all Norm 
why he is so lowr in the table 
Appartntiv his bodyweight was 
against him His best years were in 
the light heaiyweight division 
I don t usually get drawn into the 
ratings lark because 1 feel any iham 
pion can only bi the best of his era 
But I believt 1 am bcltei quahfied than 
a computer to late the top post wai 
British htavNweights The computer 
c an t take k ebngs into ac c ount to go 
with the cold facts and figuiis 1 his 
would be my top ten British table It 
includes only post wai boxers whom 1 
have either fought or seen in the flesh 

1 Joe fci skinc (Wales) 

2 Bruce Woodcock (England) 

J Don Cockell (England) 

4Joe Bugner (England) 

5 Frank Bruno (Eng^nd) 

(> Biian London (Eni^nd) 

I 7 Dick Richardson (Wales) 

I hjack Bodcil (England) 

9Johnny Williams (Wales) 

10 HtUv Walker (Englad) 
lohnny Prescott (England) 



I am watc hing i rank Biuno s nse 
with interest In my opinion loo many 
of his matches h»ne been of the 
no nsk vanity but in managei I eny 
Lawless s shoes 1 "luppose I would 
have brought lum along at a similai 
pace Ihcie is i stiftiicss alxiut him 
that womc s nii but thci e is no 
question that he has natural punching 
power that will ,ilwavs keep him in 
w ith a i hanc t w ht n the going gi ts 
tough He liasciilamly got all the 
equipment but 1 ic stt\e final judge 


ment on him until 1 see him m action 
against the top \ anks Only then will 
we know his true potential 

Here s how Norman s (omputcr 
rated the top ten world heavyweight 
champions of the last 50 years—^from 
1915 iT able given at bottom of facing 
page) 

1 hi c ve opener for me is that All 
Iioxed nearly 100 rounds more than 
Joe Iajuis and even more than Jersey 
joe Walcott whose career spanned 23 
years And remember that njdit at 
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Fights 

Wins 

Lsuss 

TKOl 

KOs 

KO'd 

RMadt 

1 Rocky Mardsno 

S-IOVk 

13-2 

49 

49 

0 

43 

32 

0 

243 

2 Joe Louis 

8-1V4 

14-6 

71 

68 

3 

55 

43 

1 

444 

3 Muhmnnmdl AH 

6^ 

16 0 

61 

56 

5 

37 

29 

0 

540 

4 Lany Holmaa 

8*% 

15-12 

48 

48 

0 

34 

7 

0 

3S0 

5 Soitny IMon 

6 Qaorao Fownan 

7 Jo» Frttdar 

8*1 

8>3Mi 

15s* 

15-12 

54 

47 

50 

45 

4 

2 

39 

42 

28 

27 

2 

1 

ns 

WiVk 

14-6 

36 

32 

4 

27 

10 

8 

908 

8 Jot Waioott 


ia-i 2 

67 

49 

17 

3f 

29 

8 

481 

' -/’j 

8 Floyd Ptttarson 


13-6 

64 

55 

8 

40 

18 

2 

10 in^ Johansson 

8-^8 

14*0 

28 

as 

2 

18 

11 

8 
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Sharing top spot with Joe Louis in Cooper's iist—Muhammad Alt 


what should have been the peak oi his 
career Ali had three-and a-half years 
out of action because of his dispute 
with the US Rovemment over his 
refusal to join the army and fight m 
Vietnam 

Using my feelings as well as fects as 
a guide and taking each fighter at his 
very best, my top ten world 
heavyweight champions for the last 
fifty years would be 
IJoe Louis 
Muhammad All 


JKockt Mauianu 
4 l^rrv Hobnes 
r> (leorge Foreman 
b Sonm I iston 
7Jot I ra/ier 
8 lei St \ JtH. Wakott 
91 lo>d I'ltterson 
U) liigumar Johnasson 
Son> to t hickt n out over the No 1 
spot but i honestls cannot bring my 
self to separate Louis and Ah Both at 
the peak of then [loweis, had equal 
c laims t o being i ailed ‘The Greatest I 


beheve that at then* best both would 
have had the ring craft and the power 
to outmanouevre Rocky Maroano 

Ah and Marciano were matched in a 
computer fight shortly before Rocky’s 
death in a crash m 1969. They 
simulated seven different finishes and 
when the film was released two weeks 
after Rocky’s funeral it showed Mar¬ 
ciano winning by a tenth-round 
knockout 

But Ah told me some tnne later. 
The whde things was a sham It was 
phony from start to finish and neither 
Rocky-nor 1 were happy with the way 
It was done. He was a great champion 
but the way he fought—you know, 
takmg three or four punches to land 
one-^e would never have been able 
to defend the title as often and as 
regularly as 1 did ’ 

It’s difficult to argue with Rocky's 
perfect 49-fights, 49 victories record, 
but he defended the championship 
only six times before he retured and 
his legend of invmabihty was built 
against once-retired 37 year-old Joe 
Louis, twice retired 38-year-old 
Jersey Joe Walcott, 40-year-old 
Archie Moore and 34-year-<dd Ezzard 
Charles who had left his best behind 
him I don’t want to take anything 
awav from Rocky He was great for 
boxing, but I have to pick Louis and 
All ahead of him because 1 feel they 
were better all round nng generals 
who would have come up with a 
strategy to beat him 

1 know my opinions will start more 
arguments than they will settle, but 
that's what helps to make boxing such 
a compelling sport It’s great for 
cnnveisalum and nostalgia as well as 
action I hope' you ve enjoyed taking a 
ringside seat with me and that some of 
my scrapbook memories have he^d 
revive memoiabie boxing moments 
forvou Thanks for being m my 
corner 
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« \A/HICH famous 
V V sportsmen have 
you met?’^ This is a ques¬ 
tion fved as soon as he or 
she is aware of my profes¬ 
sion. Andondiscussmgthis 
with colleagues, 1 have dis¬ 
covered that this is no un¬ 
usual phenomenon. 

After the exclamations of 
how lucky 1 am and how 
fortunate and so and so 
have died down, the first 
thing that people want to 
know is how many impor¬ 
tant sportsmen i have had 
the fortune to brush shoul¬ 
ders with. Have you met 
Gavaskar? You've actually 
spoken to Kapil Devil 
Wow, you've been to Vijay 
Amnlraj's house! And I tell 
them that I’ve met' P.T. 
Usha. 

I'his brmgs on a reaction 
that never ceases to amaze 
me. It amazes me because 
some people feel that there 
could be nothing greater for 
them, it also amazes me 
because others react as if it 
is no big deal. Met Met 
P.T. Usha? So what? More 
than amaze, it saddens me. 

Why does this difference 
in opinion exist? It certainly 
doesn’t in the case of crick¬ 
et. You are envied if you've 
met a cricketer. The mo¬ 
ment It becomes a hockey 
player or an athlete, the 
magic IS gone. You are 
mortal again. 

But that doesn’t make a 
difference to me. Having 
met quite a few sporting 
personalities, Indian and 
foreign, 1 have come to 
realise—quite painfully— 
that cricketers aren’t ex¬ 
actly the best of people to 
be with. Egoes bloated 
beyond imagination by their 
triumphs, our Indian 
cricketers rarely have the 
time, or patience, to be 
with scribes. 

But a runner or a hockey 
player will always be just 
that vitally receptive to 
your queries. This indiffer- 
em'e on the part of our 
cricketers could stem from 
the fact that they have very 
tight schedules, whereas 
the other sportsmen are a 



little mwe relaxed with 
their time. Even then, 1 
was quite surprised at the 
amount of time an athlete of 
the stature of P.T. Usha 
had for me. 

Training twice a day dur¬ 
ing her stay in Calcutta, 
Usha also had to find time 
for numerous receptions 
and interviews that were 
being heaped on her. But 
she handled it with 
panache. 

Lapsing uito Maiayalam 
whenever she wanted to 
double-check on something 
with her coach O.M. 
Nambiar, Usha would smi¬ 
lingly oblige even the most 
persistent of reporters. 
And. believe me, some of 
our tribe can be irritatingly 
persistent. 

This was where 1 came 
up trumps with her. Shar¬ 
ing the same mother ton¬ 


gue, we hit it off from the 
starting block. Very soon I 
was a constant companion 
during their stint in Calcut¬ 
ta. Going through her 
paces at the NIS Stadium at 
Salt Lake, Usha always had 
a smile for me and our 
photographer Nikhil Bhat- 
tacharya. As for Nambiar, 
he-was virtually embarras¬ 
sing with the attention he 
gave us. He used to explain 
each exercise in detail. 
Better still, he used to ask 
me, in Maiayalam, whether 
it was absolutely manda¬ 
tory that they attend this 
function that they had been 
invited to. When I smiled 
and explained to him that a 
lot of p^iple would be very 
disappointed if they did not, 
Nambiar would nod his 
head and tell me that Usha 
needed rest. That was his 
only concern. 


Coming back to the 
question most asked of 
sports joumahsts. I still 
name P.T. Usha first 
whenever 1 start listing the 
frmous names that I have 
had the pleasure of meet¬ 
ing. Even though I notice 
drat my listener is not suit¬ 
ably impressed. But the ! 
moment I mention even 
Sadananad Vishwanath, a 
flkrker of interest comes 
alive. And 1 am flooded with 
a deluge of questions about 
him. sort of a guy is 
he? How does he look in 
real life? Where did you 
meet him? 

What about the rest of 
our Indian sportsmen? Is 
there no interest in what 
sort of a guy Mohammed 
Shahid is? Doesn’t anybody 
care whether I met Geet 
Sethi? I sometimes won¬ 
der. Who did it? Was it the 
media? Or the people 
themselves? 

Wherever the fault 
stems from, it seems that 
there is no going back. 
Cricketers have come to 
live up to the super-star 
status while the rest of our 
Indian sportsmen have to 
wallow in their shadows. 
Shakespeare had perhaps 
this dilemma in mind when 
he wrote in Juhus Caesar. 
‘Upon what meat doth this 
Caesar feed that he is 
grown so great? 

P.T. Usha may be con¬ 
signed to live her life in the 
shadow of Gavaskar or 
Kapil Dev. But to a certain 
bunch of unbiased sports 
lovers she is as great as 
any one of the cricketers. 
Having done her country 
proud at the Lbs Angeles 
Olympic Games, Usha has 
carved a niche for herself in 
the annals of Indian sport. 

Whether or not she will 
live up to the promise she 
displayed is detetable. Per¬ 
sonally, however, it doesn’t 
make a deference if Usha 
does not win another med¬ 
al. To me, she is more than 
an athtete. She is a friend., 

Pradeep Paid 
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Public Uhn,^ 

Panel of 
umpires 

CRICKET umpiruig has become a 
controversial subject, with criticism 
coming in from all quarters. It is true 
that the umpire's decision can very 
often be a genuine mistake, but there 
have been decisions which could be 
described as being biased. Television 
replays have proved this time and 
a^un. Very often the complexion of 
the game conges with a decision of 
this nature. Cricket being a gentle¬ 
man’s game, its image should be 
maintamed. Appropriate steps should 
be taken in this direction. A panel 
comprising experienced umpires from 
aU major cricket playing nations should 
be appointed and ttese umpires 
should be made to umpire Test and 
one day matches. This would ensure 
that no umpire could even be accused 
of being biased. A mistake would be a 
genuine mistake. 

R.C.PAVL, 

Meghalaya. 

\ 

j One day raeiinass 

THIS Engiand-lndia series has proved 
yet again that too much one day 
cricket could greatly affect the per- 

! formances of the cricketers, especially 

I that of the batsmen. Azharuddin, for 
instance, scored his 33 runs in the 
first innings of the Lord’s Test as if he 
was chasing a total of 280 in a 55-over 
match. Shastn after middling the first 
three balls that he faced, played half- 
cock to a delivery that he could well 
have left alone, l^pil Dev played a 
rash stroke to the second delivery 
that he faced. In the first innings of the 
second Test all the top four batsmen 
were oimafter they were well settled 
past the 2ihHark. The only exception 
was of course Dilip Vengsarkar, who 
managed to blend his sound defence 
with patches of controlled agression. 
It is about time these professionals 
learn how to adjust their game to suit 
the brand of cricket that is being 
played at the time. 

PANKAJ KUMAR DEBNA TH. 
Birbhum. 

More quizzes 

I WOULD like to thank you for 
presentii^ us with a most interesting 
World Cup Quiz. It would be a good 


idea to ©ve the readers a sfiecial quiz 
now and then to keep them on their 
toes. Waiting eagerly for the next 
quiz. 

ASHRUMITRA. 

Calcutta. 

Spectators should be¬ 
have 

SPECTATORS today hold the key to 
sport. It is up to them to make or 
break the game. Sjwn means enter¬ 
tainment and sporting competitbn and 
not htxiliganism and violence. During ■ 
the last (tecade violence has very 
often pushed the actual game into the 
background. The worst affected in 
this re^rd has been the game of 
s(x;cer. Brussels, China, Calcutta 
Dhaka—have all been affected. It is 
about tune that a “spectators' be¬ 
haviour code" is laid down. Then, and 
only then, will the situation be under 
control. Sport will wui. Violence will 
lose. 

AsmrrosHGUPi'A. 

Patna. 

Sober up 

BEING a regular reader of your maga¬ 
zine from the time it came out in print, 

1 am shocked to see the cover page of 
your ‘Victory Special' (SportsworM— 
23 to 29 July, 1986).) 

1 feel, that, keeping in mind that a 
majority of your reader.s are young, 
you will only use sober pictures in 
future. 

AVUITKHAN, 

Calcutta. 

Cricket, lovely cricket 

IT is indeed unfortunate that com¬ 
ments about a cricket player is going a 
long way in giving a setback to joun^- 
ism on the whole. In the letter ot H. 

L. Choudhury (Sportswor/djuly 9— 

15) Gavaskar’s antics had come to a 
standstill for sometime. Then sudden¬ 
ly he felt like reading a newspaper on 
the field of play. It was rightly criti¬ 
cised by one of your readers. 11 there 
is smoke there must be fire also. One 
must remember tlus. There is no 
need to create a controversy for that. 
Cricket-fans are entitled to comment 
upon the plus and minus points of a 
player. Why then did Mr Choudhury 
bring freedom and the country into the 
picture. It was rather rediculous. 
MADAN KUMAR, 

Jamshedpur. 



4 


I T was a baptism of (lay 
ftw Amencan Tim Mayot 
te as he fought the Mexican 
sntgies players and ont of 
the most unruly and un 
qxMtmg crowds m Davis 
Cup history to lead his 
team to the semi finals of 
the 1986 Davis Cup 
Mayotte called it the 
greatest moment of hts ten 
ms life He had just finished 
the longest vk torv dame of 
hishfe Ills teammates 
were still tlinging to him in 
a mad fr( n/y Ken Flach 
the ilamhovant doubles 
playei w is tn mg to hag 
him tighter and tighter as 
the whok team and officials 
huddled together around 
the latest ^tnean hero 
Big i im had just taken 
them past the most harar 
dous Davis Cup tie of the 
year against a team which 
has buned Bons Becker s 
Germany 

Mayotte had drtamed 
about a glorious Davis Cup 
moment in his career But 
finally when It did come it 
was at a tune and plate he 
least expected A clay 
court for a grass court play 
er who had not played a 
single mate h on clay dunng 
the whole ytar'* 

The American lost two 
match pomts and survived 
two match points in front of 
a 16 (KX) capauty crowd of 
MexKoCity whom many 
foreign journalists called 
the most unsporting crowd 
at a temus match It was 
nothing less than a raght 
mare 

Mayotte affectionately 
called the Springfield KifW 
for his booming serves 
served a record 41 double 
faults in his two matches 
With his most powerful 
weajion abandoning hun 
totally he hung m there 
with sheer gnt and will 
power 

In th( opening singles of 
his first Davis Cup tie after 
serving his way though a 
6 2 hrst set and gallantly 
fighting tht second, he lost 
his serve and confidence 
agamst the nasty Mexican 


Mayotte overcomes the 
Mexicans..... 


In one of the greatest comebacks in 
Davis Cup history 



MiyotliB: Tlw giwrtMrt momant of hit ttnnit Hfe 




These boys (Mayotte, Gilbert, 
"Seguso, Floch) may not be of the 
caliber of McEnroe and Connors, 
but they are a team and that is 
what Davis Cup is all about 


crowd rather than lowly 
ranked Fransico Maciel. 

Mayotte had grown up 
seeing hand waves behind a 
basketball hoop while the 
nval player went to the 
free-throw Ime at Collegi¬ 
ate games. He had never 
seen anything quite like 
that an international tennis 
event. Every time he 
served or attempted an 
over head, thousands of 
spectators would jump out 
of their seats to do the 
handwave. Robert Seguso, 
the doubles partner of 
Flach, sat covenng both his 
ears as the crowd tned to 
bury the American on ev¬ 
ery point Thmg!) got so out 
of hand that in the reverse 
singles, the umpire had a 
point replaved alter Mavot 
te landed an overhead in 
the net among handwaves 
and jeering. 

For a moment, it looked 
as it captain Tom Gorman 
had made an error of judge¬ 
ment b> plaving Mayotte 
instead clay touit specialist 
Aaron Knckstein, the 18- 
year-old with a 3-3 Davis 
Cup singles record Could 
he have done anv better in 
the place of injured Jimmy 
Anas, whom Mayotte was 
substituting? Hardly any¬ 
body who has played 
against Mexico seemed to 
think so Afterall, Gorman 
himself had gone through 
the horrendous experience 
of playing a Davis Cup tie at 
the same venue Knchstein 
himself had nut played 
since the French Open dur¬ 
ing which he injured fus foot 
in a five-set loss to Mats 
Wilander Anas had with¬ 
drawn on the eve of the 
same tournament after 
spraining his ankle in a 
practice match. 

The high altitude of Mex¬ 
ico and Uk mdoor clay of 
the Sports Palace were 
c^udve to the game of 
the other American, Brad 
Gilbert. It was his first 
Davis Cup appearance. His 
opponent, Leonard Lavel- 
le, the Uue-eyed boy of 
Mexxian tenms. The teena¬ 


ger was expected to wm 
both his singles against the 
Amencans. Gilbert, a 24- 
year-old Californian who 
rose to stardom after 
knockingjohn McEnroe to 
a SK-monlh lay off in the 
first round of the masters 
Grand Pnx in January, was 
a picture ol confidence in 
his four-set win bi addition 
to putting the U.S. on par, 
Gilbert played » major role 
in reviving Mayotte after a 
0-6 third set against Lavclle 
in the reverse singles. 
Seguso played at this best 
in the doubles to make up 
for an off-form Flach and 
gave the U S. a precious 
2-1 lead Flach made for his 
mistakes through an m 
credible cheerleading per 
formance from the stands. 
He suffered wjth Mayotte 
at every point he lost It 
was an incredible demon¬ 
stration of team spint in the 
American camp in years. In 
fact, McEnroe, who was 
approached by Gorman for 
playing m the tie, was in¬ 
terested in playing doubles. 
But Gorman declined the 
offer as it meant replacing 
Flach and Seguso, who had 
become the ^eet anchor of 
the team over the past two 
seasons. McEnroe was 
rather reluctant to take on 
the sin^s due to the lack 
of match practice. 

Mayotte’s reverse sing¬ 
les against Lavalle is part of 
Davis Cup history. Once 
again his powerful weapon 
let hun down, in spite of 
five double faults, he won 
the first set. In the second 
set, even a usually gentle 
and cafan Mayotte could not 
handle the noisy fans, with 
whom he ar^ed. The re¬ 
feree even tm catened to 
disqudify the Mexican 
team if the abuse con¬ 
tinued. Three double faults 


led to Mayotte’s 7-5 loss in 
the second set. In the third 
he was wiped out with a 
blank. He looked as if he 
wanted to give up and go 
home. 

During the 20-minute 
break, the team came to 
Mayotte's rescue Gor¬ 
man, Gilbert and brother 
John revived the fading 
giant. Mayotte later recal¬ 
led. “they told me to back 
to the basics, return, serve 
and volley, and put the 
pressure on and above all 
toielaxonmv sene 1 
tried to separate tlie volley 
from the seive " (Jonnan 
rcmembeied Gilbert’s pep 
talk to Mayotte, "you didn’t 
get where vou are without 
serving and volleying.’’ Not 
bad coming from a guy who 
IS vieing for a singles spot 
on the team 

Tim Mayotte returned to 
the clay and the crowd. 
After his fifteenth double 
fault he was broken by 
Lavelle. The American re¬ 
turned the compliment im¬ 
mediately at love In the 
fifth and decisive set, the 
Mexican crowd felt that it 
and Leo had everything 
under control as Mayotte 
raised the tally of his double 
faults to eighteen in the 
match match and 41 over¬ 
all. The American fought 
off two match points m the 
ninth game and then broke 
Lavalle at love to tie at 5 5 

Gorman asked Mayotte 
to go for the kill as he 
prepared for tlie eleventh 
game. He seemed to have 
waited for just that signal 
He held serve and had tn 
pie match point against the 
stylish Mexican youngster 
in the thirteenth. But a 
wide and then a long return 
from Mayotte and a superb 
volley from Lavalle made it 


5 

SIX games apiece It was a 
remarkable performance 
from a charming yoioig 
man. 

Game seventeen* La\ al¬ 
ls trailed 15-40. His rac¬ 
quet String was broken. He 
was fticmg a double match 
point with the new racquet 
and looked perfectly cap¬ 
able of doing It The crowd 
waited in silent expecta¬ 
tion. An effortless service 
letumed by Mayotte pas¬ 
sed Lavalle and he Icxwed 
surprised as Mayotte lept 
m the air for his solo dance. 
The crowd was stunned for 
a few moie seconds and 
then a mild applause bre^e 
out. It was such an anti 
climax for a superbly played 
match 

Now Tim Mayotte and 
Brad Gilbert wiU lead the 
American!) to the green 
grass of Australia. If things 
go well, John McEnroe will 
be joining them. McEmroe 
has already agreed to play 
provided former South 
Alncan citizens Kevin Cur- 
ren and Johan Knek are not 
representing the I J.S. Both 
have acquired U.S 
citizenship in recent 
months. Their expertise on 
grass IS well known and 
rumours on their Davis Cup 
participation have been cir¬ 
culating since Curren 
knocked out McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors m the 1985 
Wimbledon Nothing cotdd 
be more unfair to Nteyotte 
and Gilbert who have 
waited in the wings for a 
year and a half 

The addition of Mayotte 
and Gilbert to the U.S. 
squad makes it a complete 
team. They have the sta¬ 
ture and star qualify mis- 
« sing m Knckstein and 
Anas With Seguso and 
Flach m the doubles line iq), 
the U S. has a respectable 
team. They play as a team 
and act as a team. I'hese 
boys may not be of the 
cabber of Me Enrue and 
Connors, but they are a 
team and that is what Davis 
Cup 18 all about 
OsotyiH.ll—nw 






A little giri who came a 
long way 

Sudeshna Kar Bania profQes Ai^ Agaiwal, India's 
premier middle distance lady 


W HEN you look at the career 
graph of Asha Agarwal one pre¬ 
dominant factor strikes you. Her 
steady rise from a benched 'extra' in 
her kho-kho team to India’s first lady 
of marathon running. Tlie little runner 
has .surely come a long way. 

Asha Agarwal was no child prodigy. 
There were no brilliant flashes, no 
enthralling performances. Success 
was just a dream. But constant prac¬ 
tice and dedication was there all the 
time. 

Not one girl, not one teacher of the 
Government Girl's liigher Secondary 
School, Roop Nagar II, ever expected 


anything from her. She was just a 
student who “played” kho-kho when 
one of the ref^kirs fell ill or retired 
hurt. 

Came 1977, '78, ’79—it was “ex¬ 
perimenting” time for Asha. Kho-kho? 
No luck. Gymnastics? Good for a 
year, not more. And then one day, 
she decided to run. That was it. She 
began with the shorter distances, 
running the 800m in school for three 
consecutive years. The results were 
encouraging: third, second and then 
first in 1979. 

Asha could perhaps have relaxed 
with a Tve-come-first-so-who-wants- 


more attitude, but fortunately her 
vision was broader. 

She was unable to get a seat in the 
Daulat Ram College simply because 
her performances weren’t good 
enou^. Mrs Pathak, the physical 
instructor of the college was direct, 
“If you can improve, come to me, I’ll 
help you. Now get into another col¬ 
lege work hard and come to us if you 
still want to.” 

.Asha ^eefuUy accepted the chal¬ 
lenge, finished a creditable 9th in the 
Delhi University Cross-country nd 
went happily to to Daulat Ram to do 
her B. Com. 










Thereafter the track 800—1500— 
3000 metres, the Inter-University 
Athletic Meet, the Open Nationals, 
Benaras, Jamshedpur, Asha was 
everywhere She ran, she won but the 
aOilete m her was not satisfied 
It was time for a bit of mtrospec 
bon a little self analysis "800 1500 
3000 metres, they get over so fast I 
can run for mdes and miles, what I 
itont have is the speed requffed for 
^se short distance races ” Asha 
confided in hei brother one night 
Rsjmder Agarwal her fnend philo 
sopher and guide listened carefully 
and thought And deaded on the 
marathon Rafinder did everything for 
her from wakmg her up at four m the 
morning to running for miles with her 
‘ He used to get two rupees everyday 
and he spent the entire amount on me 
buying me juice fruits nuts and what 
not He knew my dilemma and when I 
was in the doldrums he cheered me up 
saying Asha pracbse improve your 
standard something will come up 
And It did 

The newspapers one mommg car 
ned a small announcement It was to 
change Asha s Me Rath theVanaspa 
b company were sponsoring an Invita 
bon Marathon and women too were 
being invited Asha immediately de 
cided This IS It I m going to apply If 
women abroad ran run 42 kdometres 
why can t P Her parents were horn 
fied Coach S Kapoor looked at her 
carefully 4 feet 11 inches 4U kilo 
grams—42 kilometres impossible 
Forget it marathons are not for 
you he said with an air of finahty 
Don t make a fool of yourself We II 
haye to carry you back mid way said 
her parents Asha looked at R^inder 
He said go and Asha went 
In the 40 kilometre trials her timing 
was around 3 hrs 7 min One thing 
was clear no one was going to uaiy 
me back smiled Asha Her search 
was oyer She found what she was 
lookuig for In the finals she clocked i 
hrs 8 mm Isec Men and women ran 
together and Ashi time twenty ninth 
It was just the beginning 
Ashas Mestyle changed Hours of 
pracbee everyday m the Delhi Uni 
versity campus readmg books on 
Marathons training and more tram 
mg She was gettmg ready for the 
mtemational scene 
The authonbes were taken aback 
when the dimmubve Asha approached 
them and expressed her desire to fi> 
to Japan They were to be convmced 
and m '84 she was off to Nagoa !^e 
fiiushed38 3hrs 5mm 13 sec—Asha 



had improved 

Iri Japan Asha became a close 
friend of another runner Joy Smith a 
mot^r of two who taught her one 
very important thmg Tliat mental 
strength just as essential as being 
phyftcally fit 'Vnd Asha mamtamed 
that if Joy could run at the age of 
forty nme she too cculd at twenty 
two 

Her tnp heljied her m anothi r was 
too For this particular jounev the 
expenses were borne by Asha and 
even as she bought her tickets she 
decided I am not g iing to spend my 
money agam 111 reach that kvd 
where IU w wanted I would either be 
mvtted or else sent up by my coun 
bry She kept her word 


ThertafUi there was a stream of 
mvitabons Seoul Singapore Hong 
Kong Seoul Intemabc^ Marathon 
the name evokes memnnes bitter and 
sweet A fourth position and an unbe 
hevablv good timing—Asha was deli 
nous with joy I he newspapers next 
morning unfortunately were not that 
positive Fhey said that Asha had 
m mage d 2 hr 46 mm 47 sec for other 
rt isons route ihiiota thd is bye 
mm kv siki unboiu kiht' 

Asha has nl lorgttcn this foi no 
thing upsets het as much as harsh and 
unjust cnbcism To prove them wrong 
Asha clocked 2 hr 45 mm 40 sec m 
the bmgapore International Marathon 
and came Uiird losing to a Swede by a 
fraction ol a second 



onwards was a positive period 
for Asha. She struck gold in Hong 
Iteng witii a 2 hr. 44. min, 51 sec. 
tinw^ ^ won another in the Sixth 
Asian Track and Field Event in 
Djakarta. This performance qualified 
h« for the World Cup at Hiroshima, 
yet somehow she mis.sed it. And 
that's another story. 

“I was never Dame fortune’s blue- 
eyd boy. Aftei my consistent good 
results I expet ted to bt' in the Olym¬ 
pics sc(uad. I stayc'd away from my M. 
A. finals, but f was not selected. In 
the trials in Ihimbay, my timing was 
more than :i hours and 20 minutes. 
Even to tins clay 1 wonder. Imajone 
such a poor performance after all that 
training and exiierience, and a 3 hr. 8 
mm. .1 sec in my first appearance 
when 1 w'as absolutely raw. There was 
some mistake—the calculation—any 
way past is past now," said Asha. She 
preferred to be tactful. She liad had 
one bad experience and so decided to 
go ahead and do her M. A. She sat for 


the exams when the call came from 
Hiroshima. T wasn't included when I 
was sure of a place, I was invited 
when I least expected it and so I had 
to miss the World Cup—that’s life", 
shrugged Asha. 

In Hong Kong this year, Asha 
clocked her career best (2 hrs, 43 min 
27 sec) to win a bronze. "The road 
had been newly constructed, it was 
cold," and Asha couldn’t beat her two 
Chinese rivals. “Running bare-foot on 
a "cold road" is very difficult", ex¬ 
plained Asha. 

Why does she run without shoes? 
Only because no one ever told her to 
run with shoes on. Now it’s too late to 
change. A gold in Tnnidad saw Asha in 
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the squad for the CmimonwealUi 
Games but that was not to be. So it’s 
the Asian Games that she is ccmcen- 
traling on now. 

The recently-concluded Bata 
National Marathon meet here in Cal¬ 
cutta saw her at the top again. The 
only one to be selected for the 
N^thon at Seoul’ Asha disappointed 
her fans in Calcutta. She clocked 2 
hours 57 minutes and 1 second to win 
and it seemed that she ran only to win 
and qualify. "This was a mere formal' 
ity and I was only interested in 
crossing the mark. 1 did not try too 
hard for I have to conserve my 
energy,” she said candidly. 

Energy and stamina, Asha's 
strongest weapons, one hopes will 
see her through. It is hard to believe 
that this fi'ail looking girl has so much 
strength. Dr Ashok Ahiija of NIS, 
Patiala, too was surprised: "She is 
better than most of her male counter¬ 
parts, stamina-wise,” he remarked. 

Asha has stamina. Example I—On 

29.9.85, she ran for the gold in 
Djakarta. On 4.10.85 she began her 
journey to Delhi "on foot” firom Agra. 
She ran for four days to cover 260 

•kilometres for the Air Force 
Anniversary. On 24.10.85 she towM*d 
the bst in the Delhi Nationals and then 
a career best in Hong Kong on 

26.1.86. Unbelievable, yet true. Ex¬ 
ample II—her stamina got her the first 
gold. In Hong Kong Tuko Gordon was 
just a little ahead of her. They were 
almost inside the stadium when Asha 
decided to do a 100 metres sprint 
leaving Yuko rather confused. 

“1 am banking on my stamina, says 
Asha, aware that she will have to be 
even better for the Asiad. "A 2 hrs, 35 
min. timing or else I'll be out and with 
the Chinese and Japanese around, it 
will be tough going." 

After the Asiad the Hiroshima 
World Cup and finally the Olympics. 
Asha has no illusions. Tough, but not 
impossible. 

Back home in Kamala Nagar, her 
parents Sardari Lai and Sudha and her 
brothers are keeping their fingers 
crossed. Asha’s medals, her success 
mean a lot to them. The only member 
of the family who is worried for 
reasons of her own is Asha’s grand¬ 
mother. She is scandalised—twenty 
four and not yet n»n4ed! She just 
cannot understand these young peo¬ 
ple. Are they crazy? Does Asha want 
to die an old maid? 'THe an old maid?” 
iaudied Asha, an old maid with a'Asian 
and Olympic gcdd in the bag...not a 
bad id^..not a bad idea at.all.” 
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"THE du^got this beam- 
/ wave that I should inter¬ 
view bxba 's victorious 
cncket team for out Vic- 
tarySpeaai. I did get their 
wt^s down the tape recor¬ 
der. But I missed the dead¬ 
line. 

The chief was not 
amused. The last traces of 
my compded material en- 
dK/ m his wp. basket via 
the 'out’tiai However, he 
was fotced to do a ‘Mary 
Rose’ }Ob with as much 
speed, the magazine had 
some pages going spare 
and sud^nlv all inspiration 
had evaporated That is 
how Lazybee made it this 
tinUe round 

I started off with Stiml 
Gavaskai at his Wnrli resi¬ 
dence He had just come 
back from his Kest of the 
World g,mie m England, 
was bus\ writing bis fort 
nighth column to be syndi¬ 
cated in lb Indian new spap- 
ers, and his appointments 
for the next few hems, wile 
Pammi told me, were 
“attendinga felicitation 
functional 11.10am, inau¬ 
gurating a fashion boutique 
at 14 1,5 pm, presiding at 
the rnahurat o/Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar Presents at the auspi 
aous horn of 1 54 pm, 
hinch with the managing 
director of Naim at 
2 30pm and and ”. 

Meanwhile, Sunil was 
stuck for words between a 
comma and a colon, so / 
pushed my ‘recorder’furth 
er. He had lus statement 
ready “WeB, I have de¬ 
cided to dedicate my 100th 
Test catch to my 6iend Ajit 
Naik whoSrst putme at 
sbp in Dsdar Union m 1967 
And yes, there are no dd- 
^eiKes between me and 
Kapil Dev. We are the best 
of mends. ” 

“Ofcxjprse, “I said. 

Iran into Ravi Shasln as 
he was waiting for the bft m 
his office at i4i)nK' Beasant 
Road. “It's nice to be back 
home to attend to certain 
commitments. “As an unin¬ 
tended aside. Ran walked 
into the elevator sayaig 
amnetlm^ about the etax- 


Ij/k^mund 


mous overseas telephone 
enlarges he had to pay m 
England 

Since Sandeep Patil also 
worked at the same 
address, I followed Ran in. 
But Patil wasn't there, the 
clerk who sat at the taUe 
down the line said- Babu 
leave ke hye apply kiya. 
After he was dropped tor 
the second Test and went 
to play club cricket in place 
of Madan Lai, he has ad¬ 
justed himself so well that 
he has made a request that 
he be allowed to continue 
l^kin Saab hamara naam 
mut bolna ’’ 

“Not to worry ,"/ said 
and made my move. 

Chandral^t Pandit was 
most upset “After the hrsl 
one-day international gals 
tang up to ask whether I 
was in any wav related to 
Vijayeta After 1 denied, 
nobody rang up again ” 

“Sad, “I consoled. 


Kuan More was around 
I tfaust the tape machine in 
front of him “But, sa I 
shaBhave to take the 
Board's permission first to 
speak to the P^iess, "he 
said 

Roger Binnv was both, 
amused and angry. “They 
wanted to know who I Was 
playing for." 

Snkkanth was more spe- 
afk. “Avyo,’’he started. 
“The day The Hindu ear¬ 
ned a plmtograph of the 
streaker and me at Lord’s, 

I got a call from my wife in 
Madias Don’t you think 
the press should be a bit 
mote responsible^’’ 

“Quite njfht," 1 agreed. 

Azharuddm was at a bar¬ 
ber’s shop atNarayanaguda 
where I tracked him down 
“The best part of the tap 
was the superb halaal tikka 
in a comer at Covenf Gar 
den, ’’ he said as soon as he 


had rinsed and towelled 
hunselfdty. 

I took the Srst available 
flifdit to Delhi. Mawnder 
threw a St, “Sr, I was 
credited with only rune 
maideas at Lord's, second 
mnings, whereas I bowkd 
12. Can you issue a dar 
tScatmnP’ 

“I’ll try," I promised. 

Madan Lai was stretch¬ 
ing himself m one comer of 
tl^ Ferozeshah Kotb. “It’s 
great beuig called to Nay 
for the country in the mid- 
die of a Test senes. But I 
must be the only Test bow¬ 
ler lobe dropp^ after 
taka^ three for 18man 
mnings from the following 
Testf” 

Chetan Shamia bad a 
complaint against the Bnt- 
ish axnmentators. “Sa, 
one of them alle^ that 1 
’thiew’the ball. I said no¬ 
thing. Then in the last Test 
another caBed me ‘Snake’ 
Can I sue him ■“'Manqi 
Prabhakar was standing 
nearby. “I was on the trqr 
too, "he said 

“Of course, of course," I 
remmded myself 

Kapil Dev was gettmg 
ready to haw a slog at the 
nets I approached ban 
“Captaui, maparttcular 
sectum of the press it was 
reported that you were m- 
tendmg to Ble a suit for 
defamation against your co¬ 
author Vmay Vienna, for 
the last three chapteis 
which you say were written 
widmut vour cooperation. 
whereas Vmay Verma m a 
telex to an In^n sports 
magazine stressed that the 
last three chapters were 
done together. Could you 
explam this rather ermus- 
tng situation with both of 
you who supposedly wrote 
the book together, issiUng 
contradictory statements?" 
Kapil Dev answered m bis 
AnNo-Aussie- 
Amencanised-Haryanavi 
accent- ‘No comment" 
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WHherspoon baneis Bnno 10 an 
honoraHe defeat 

Frank Bruno was hammered into honorable submission 
by defending champion Tim Witherspoon, while in 
quest for the elusive world heavyweight championship. 

The question that remains is: will he try again? 

E ight years ajfo Frank ated by a plumber in the erspoon was on a marijuana tions to decide the world 

Bruno wrote <jn his heat of Texas, llie limita- wami^ after defeating champion, 

mother's kitchen wall, T m tions were clear. Marvin Tony Tubbs. As I said, a Bruno saw his chance 

going to be world champion Hagler was marvellous and very strange time for last year to be a contender 

in 1986'^ mad as he decimated the boxing. and obviously went for it. 

But Tim Witherspoon’s gangly Thomas Hearns in In unwelcome addition, Training with rare disti- 

constant attack on July 19, three rounds. No match. we had tliree world phne, he emerged with a 

1988 washed the writing off Larry Holmes, the last of heavyweight title- body sculpted from stone, 

the wall. It tarnished the the decent heavyweights, holders—the WBA, WBC Not always a boxer's ally ts 

image of Bruno as the went lor Marciano’s 49 and IBF champions. The such muscalature, and his- 

‘greai British hope’. And it fight all win record but was fact that contenders for all tory has many examples- 

denied yet another ‘Pom’ stopped by the lighter three titles were rather li- ... Witherspoon reirrforced 

the chance of emulating Michael Spinks. A rematch, mited boxers is, in this it. 

Bob Fitzs^wns’ world And a controversial deci- context, second^Tr. So in Coetzee was Bruno’s 

champion status. sion again. Then Bruno, an effort to untangle the ticket to Witherspoon and 

It has been a strange muscles gleaming had Gerri mess, promoter Don King uiffortunately it was free, 

time for boxing. Barry Coetzee, flab and ail, flat and Home Box Office prop- Two minutes, a few savage 

'McGuigan emerged as an on the canvas in the osed a tournament be- rights and we knew Bruno 

Irish icon only to be humili- second minute. And With- tween the three associa- could hit. Yet his ability to 

Th« muscular Bruno (right) waa pradictably outboxed by a more akilful and mature Witherapoon 








over 15 roimds and 
absorb punishment was still 
suspect. Would he last out? 

A very relaxed With¬ 
erspoon arrived in London- 
...cool...confident and de¬ 
scribed by a scribe as a 
‘joBy fat man’. He sparred 
for the people, seemed 
letl^gic; had no rhythm 
and was terribly over¬ 
weight. Yet he continuous¬ 
ly maintained that the 
muscular Briton would not 
t^eapunch. 

Yet if Witherspoon was 
comfortable, Bruno cer¬ 
tainty wasn’t. He remained 
edgy and locked himself up 
m nervous seclusion. 
Whether an effort at con¬ 
centration or an attempt at 
innovating new combina¬ 
tions, he went to the ex¬ 
treme of banning a mumb¬ 
ling Muhammad Ali from 
his camp. He wanted to be 
alone. 

The pre-match opinions 
were possibly too simpli¬ 
fied. ()ne, that With¬ 
erspoon’s flabby condition 
reflected his inability to 
take Bruno seriously. 
Siecondly, that Bruno would 
be massacred. And an opti¬ 
mistic third opinion, which 
was based on the simple 
logic of ‘Who hits firsts’. 

Yet the fight was not 
simple. It was an uitnguing 
eleven rounds. Yes, Bruno 
lost. Yes, his limitations 
were apparent. But his 
courage was absolute. 
Never in 28 bouts has he 
fought longer. Never has 
he been up against a fighter 
of Witherspoon’s clas.s. 

And never has he displayed 
the quality boxing that he 
did that night. He used the 
ringwell, parried, clinched 
and absorbed punishment. 
He was for ten rounds a 
different boxer. 

‘ TTie‘who hits first’ 
theory was repulsed. 
Against general opinion he 
waOred through sbc and a 
half rounds of With¬ 
erspoon’s viciousness, 
absorbed it and proceeded 
to close the Amer¬ 
ican's left eye. 

But courage is not the 



Bruno i« dazed and down, Witherspoon crowds in and ths referee says Its all over 


only winning essential. Skill 
and ability are. And in this 
context, the ‘Yank’ was al¬ 
ways in control. 

He was too skilful; lethal 
in the clinch, lorcing Bruno 
back when the Britoii is 
only schooled m attack. He 
was too strong: both in the 
absorbing of Bruno’s right 
and his constant barrage of 
punches. And he was too 
fit: taking Bruno confident¬ 
ly beyond the 10th round 
(which was in a sense no- 
man’s land for Bruno}„ 
which signalled imminent 
deslructiwi. 

And he destroyed Bru¬ 
no. A flurry trf shots, a blur 
of gloves and the towel was 


thrown in. It was the 11th 
round. Bruno's contention 
was over. 

A post-match With¬ 
erspoon was thoughtful. A 
bruised face, the quintes¬ 
sential dark gbsses, his 
pre-fight vindication of 
whupping Bruno was com¬ 
plete. He comphmented his 
opponent’s performance, 
his face bore proof. But the 
chasm between Amaican 
boxers and the rest was yet 
to be crossed. The com¬ 
pleteness of Witherspoon 
in the ring was still su¬ 
perior. 

Bruno’s pride was dan- 
aged. His jaw, the hospital 
said. thaiMilly wasn’t His 


improved performance has 
earned him a rematch in 18 
months. Will he lake it? 

Will he win? 

Most opine that With¬ 
erspoon exposed his inabil¬ 
ity to be a world champion. 
Thus he must retire in un¬ 
welcome, possibly honor¬ 
able. defeat. 

Others contend that his 
surprising performance is a 
sign of greater ability. TTius 
he must pursue the title. 

And Frank Bruno. He 
just said, ‘I stiB have my 
dreams’. 

.\nd that in the end is ' 
what counts. 

WrtUmikylMiHBHfitatk 






am-w 


12 

Frost: Friend and Foe 

From his jovial mood and witty remark, Han JIan 
realised that he had become a stronger character—^and a 
more formidable adversary 

S o far J have fouf^ht more badmin 
Ion matchis with Morten hrosl of 
Debmaik than with Liem Swie King of 
Indonesia -with five wins and six 
losses* in his favour 
Mv first inipressKin about Frost is 
that he was a bit shy and had a light 
gait Before every match, he would 
pour a glass of water and put it beside 
the sideluie, together with a neatly 
folded towel He was so quiet and 
gentle manneted, played with such a 
beautiful style and had such a slender 
figure that he looked like a gvl, which 
IS rarely seen m Eurc^an male 
athletes 

We first met m Denmark m 1980 
Before that I had heard about him as 
an excellent shuttler I outplayed him 
2-0 After the competition, 1 told the 
newsmen tlial he was not so fierce as 
I had expected and that he played a 
cune similar to onuie m many respect 
Of course, he had not yet matured 
He had written an article for a news 
paper in which he said ‘To defeat 
Han Jian, 1 must wear him down by 
protracting the game as long as possi¬ 
ble ” Bcmg unfamihai witli the 
Chinese players’ styde. he was hard 
put to tf. by our fast, deep jump shots 
I have played with many Danish 
players Most of them are apt to lose 
their temper when odds are running 
against them or when the unqiire has 
made a mistake in judgement But 
Frost IS not so imtable 
Last year m Holland, Frost and I 
were seated together watchingj P 
Nierhodd at play Being chagrined at 
his own pour performance, Nierhofif 
shouted loudly m the court 
“He’s somewhat like John McEn 
loe,” I commented 
’i used to be like this befcMe,” 

Frost said with a candid smile “I’m 
better now ’’ 

Frost has bagged scores of gold 
medals in the past few years and few 
can compare with him m this regard 
In 1984 alone he coitected nearly 20 
golds at 25 intemational competitions. 

Strange to sav. Frost has been 

Han JiMi in action 









almost ever-victorious in Europe but 
not so lucky in Southeast Asia. At the 
World Cup tournaments held i:i 
Malaysia in 1981,1982 and 1983. he 
even failed to get the fourth place. He 
was so annoy^ that he did not turn up 
at the 1984 event. Obviously this had 
someth^ to do with the hot clinete 
which hindered him from giving his 
level best. But he finally got used to 
the tropocai climate, so much so that 
he ascended the throne at the Grand 
Prix held in December I984*again in 
Malaysia. However, he owed the vic¬ 
tory—and indeed aU his successes— 
mainly to his indotiutable spirit, “1 hate 
to lose. 1 always try my best to fight it 
out,” he once told me. And I shall 
never forget how doftgedly he fought 
in the title decider with Liem Swie 
King at the 1984 All-England Cham¬ 
pionships. Trailing in the third game, 
Frost saved many seemingly irretriev¬ 
able shots and made two dives in the 
last rally, which’is not easy for a tall 
player like Frost and calls for unusual 
willpower. I tliink it is this spirit that 
makes a game so thrilling and keeps a 
player going forward. 

Luck seemed to have desertedhim 
last year. To start with, he was 
defeated by Yang Yang 2-0 to place 
second at the Hong Kong Open in 
January. Then he was squeezed out of 
the quarter-finals by L. Pongoh of 
Indonesia at the Taipei Open, and 
knocked out by Zhao Jianhua of China 
In the .semi-finals of the Japan Open. 
Disappointed, he went back to his 
hotel immediately after the match with 
Zhao and left for home. 

he met Zhao again at the All- 
England Championships, in the third 
game, he took seven points in a row to 
level the score at 13-all. Still he lost 
the match and the hope for coronation 
for the third time at his most presti¬ 
gious event. Steady as he was when in 
trouble, he could no longer control 
himself and shouted an^y, with 
tears in his eyes. When a journalist 
mentioned this in an interview. Frost 
snapped, "Don’t forget i am a human 
bei^. Why shouldni 1 give vent to my 
feelings in one way or another?’’ 

in April that year. Frost came to 
China for his second visit. “Hello!" he 
greeted me warm-heartedly. “Here 
we’re meeting in Beijing again!’’ 

“TWs time it’s your turn to beat 
us, "I said. 

It tun^ out that except for the 
final match which he lost to me 2-0, 
Frost achieved a grandslam in China— 
a sweet revenge on the losing streak 
he had suffered during his first tour. 



Morten Froet—more formidable than ever to deal wdth in future conteete 


Last June 1 met Frost in Canada as 
st)on as I arrived at tlu? hotel in 
Calgary, where the Fourth World 
Championships were to take place. To 
adapt lumself to the high-altitude cli¬ 
mate, he had arrived ahead of us. I 
asked about his plan after the Calgary 
event. 

“The Thailand Open,” he said. 

Upon hearing that I would also take 
part in this tournament, he said joking¬ 
ly to my coach Ilou Jiachang: “Would 
you pair Han with me for the men’s' 
doubles in Bangkok? 1 have you 24 
hours to consider it!" 

At the Championships, Seed No. 1 
Zhao Jianhua was sidelined by illness. 
Some newspapers predicted that 
Frost, Seed NO. 2, would have a 
walkaway. But he was not so optimis¬ 
tic himself, saying that there were still 
many other hard nuts for him to cradc. 

He beat Seed No. 4, Yang Yang, 
but bst to me. Seed No. 3. This 
seemed to be the heaviest blow that 
had ever been dealt to him. When the 
bird netted on his side to end the 
battle, he stood awhile in the court, as 
if stupefied. He even forgot to shake 
hands with me and left the competition 
area m company wkh his wife—this 
lime withbiit uttering a shoitt. He said 
to a reporter, “I am very glad that Hap 
Jian got the gold medal 1 believe only 


Hanjian, Zhao jianhua, Yang Yang and 
1 can make a bid for the title at su^ a 
high level competition. Hanjian has 
never played so well as he did today. ’’ 

When we mounted the victors’ 
podium, Frost kaiked ver>’ happy 
when I extended my hand to him. 
"Xiexie!” he said the Chinese word for 
“thanks” and asked me whether his 
pronunciation was correct. At a dinner 
party that evening given by the karal 
government, we stofxl side by side 
once more as gold and silver medal¬ 
lists when we received prizes from 
the hosts. 1 suggested that he dance 
with Wu Jianqiu after the duiner. 

"Why?” he asked in surprise. 

"Because both of you are dressed in 
.the same colour.” 

“Then you should dance with Han 
Aiping, because both of you are gold 
medallists. Gold with gold and suver 
with silver." ■ 

From this witty remark 1 found that 
Frost was in a jovial mood—he had ® 
not been crushed by the defeat he had 
suffered in the finals. I was very happy 
that my Danish friend had becopu; a 
stronger character. At the same time, 
1 saw before me an adversary more 
formidable than ever to deal with in 
future contests. 

Couilsy Chim Spons 
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IS GAVASKAR RERRIIIG? 


U NROLLING 0111 tilcn 
dars over a ftw \t ns 
the first lirm this subject 
Burfiiced wts in hit 1981 
Gavaskar w is pu p iiing for 
a dav out it I din Gar 
dens tin Mli chasing a 
total Some m macular rag 
had whipped up similar spe 
Lulatiuii shuml Ki holkata 
fei plurti ddshbey (will 
(td\ iskar come back to 
C'llcutta again') or some 
words to that effect and 
everyone had started hum 
nung about it 
We had run uito each 
other m the elevator at the 
Obetoi Grand 1 wished him 
well for the t >ming day s 
ordeal I hanks he said 
‘May just be the last time 
Ihe next time something 
of the sort emerged was 
after we had won the Woild 
Cup A Bombay newspaper 

S ot hold of an astrologer 
'om Ahmedabad to take i 
look into Gavaskat s futuie 
This seer explained thit 
the tour of Lngland bv 
Gavaskar in 198f) would be 
his last He also happened 
to add bv way of post sc npt 
that the Bombay batsman 
would achieve what had al 
ways eluded him—a ten 
turv at Loids 
West Indies beat India at 
Calcutta within foui days m 
the winter of 1983 I he 
Indian side was subjected 
to much nditult Hit play 
trs weie pelted with 
stones and m ctitam eases 
tht wives of the leading 
players abused Much of 
the invettiv|> had been 
directed towards Gavas 
kar dismissed first ball of 
the match and in lather 
inglorious iiixumstances in 
the second The next time 
he plavtd in Calcutta he 
was stronj^y booed for a 
late declaration Gavaskar 
issued a press statement at 
that tune that he was never 
going to play m Calcutta 
agam Keej^ one eye on 


After a (xxiple of aitides m the Press, 
almost eiv^ oonveisalion at 
house veers to this questkx) iHese da^is 


that particular remark and 
the other on India s playing 
progi imme over the fol 
lowing couple of vears one 
could at Icsst amve at a 
piedutible retirement 
date 

The next time that 
Gavaskar had the Press on 
the wrong tiatl was at the 
conclusion of the third Pest 
igainst Austraiu in early 
1986 lajkia/in Calcutta— 
Gavaskar was considered 
in house since he edited a 
cricket monthly for them— 
appealed to have sccxiped 
U when It leportcd on its 
front page that Gavaskar 
hid announced his retire 
mint 

1 or one thing it 
appearid to have been pre 
mcditJted oui first resc 
tion was that Gavaskar had 
set up this entire stoiy in 
collusion with A^Aaa/ lhat 


way Gavaskar would take 
the whole of India by sur 
pnse And Aajkaal who did 
not have one of their staf 
fers reporting the senes in 
Australia the scoop of the 
decade It could very well 
have been dioreographed 

It wasn t IVhen our rep 
resentahve in Australia was 
aterted of this news item 
he rang Gavaskar up to 
cross ciheck There was a 
laugh at the other end It 
was news to Gavaskar him 
self 

However the news item 
that appeared die other dav 
in tht Aftemocm Despatch 
and Comer deserves to be 
taken a little more senous 
K Tht wnter Sharad Kot 
ms generally assumed to 
be fairlv dost to Gavaskar 
could be tapping on souices 
beyond the grapevine 
Perhaps Gavaskar hunself 


Will the third Test egainst Auctralle tie hie laet? 



Going by Kotnis ‘dope* 
Gavaskar is ideely to retu« 
at the end of the third 
Test against Austraka this 
October The very fact that 
the match will be played at 
Wankhede Stadium could 
be an indication that there 
could be a reasonable de 
gree of truth in it 
1 here are a couple of other 
factors going for the re 
port Kotms has posted 
Gavaskars Idols To his 
credit he also has two pre- 
vious scoops on Gavaskar 
his stepping down from tne 
captaincy and his refusing 
to open the mnings for In 
dia lliere is an outside 
chance that this piece may 
be Kotms third 

The speculation has 
gained rurrency with the 
added bit that Gavaskar 
might be offered the role of 
a commentator by Channel 
Nine in Australia Con 
sidenng the hig^ standard 
of living in Australia the 
assignment would not only 
be remunerative but within 
Gavaskars sphere of m 
volvemenl A certain wn 
ter has made a point that 
whefeas Kapil Dev would 
be quizzed on the aspects 
relating to the day’s play 
last wuiter in Australia 
Gavaskar would often be 
invited to die box when no 
play was m progress with 
the intention of filling view 
mg time On one particular 
occasion he was asked ab¬ 
out the state of the wicket 
Gavaskar replied that he 
hadnt been m the middle 
long enough to see it' 

^ thats the gist of it 
Will he’ Won't he’ Som^ 
how I have a hunch that 
tied rather see the World 
Cig} come to his country 
and then take the bow lam 
wiUmg to stake Rs lOQ on 
my mtuition Is there any¬ 
body prepared to nsk ha’ 
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Heroes Of 

yesMay 

Hopeful ftir 
temoirow 


flows, your body absorbs punishment, your mind is a confusion of unrealised 
dreams You struggle ana that’s usual and recognition although slow is 
forthcoming Not always, you despair, in conjunction with your ability But who 
said life IS fair huh^ 

It becomes an obsession Coaching manuals demonstration fUms four hours 
on a late cut in the desolation of a sunny morning, churning 150 lengths in the 
loneliness of a swimming pool, curling free kicks with breathless intensity into an 
empty goal 

Mentally too ifs difficidt Looking for an illusionarv killer instinct, repeated 
failure, consistent self discipline The search for perfection has begun 
And then glory comes along State meets, national championships, internation¬ 
al challenge and the adulation increases correspondingly You revel in 
victory in medals in flowers autographs in perfection You’re today’s hero 
But glory breeds sometimes grecUer commitment and reinforcement of goals' 
but often ego, laxity, narcotics and complacency Yet these are all controllable 
factors Age and vibrant new talent are not 
And so the inexorable slide into semi-oblivion is initiated What’s it feel like 
being a24-year-old has-been^ Or a 23-century, 37-year-old cncheicr facing life 
with an attitude of where-have-all-the-flowers-gone^ It’s an effort being a 
spectator now It’s an effort being yesterday's hero 
And so you must re-evaluate What are your optwnsf Coach, commentator, 
family business or another beginning 

So you choose another beginning Ifs hard The body is not necessarily young 
Neither are you totally ready But the adrenalin flows the body in question ig 
back on the track The achievement motive ke<^8 the mind in tandem The zest 
has returned The search for perfection hca begun again 
You’re tired of being yesterdays hero You wanna be tomorrow’s hopeful 
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THE SECOND COMINC 

The sportsman had rctired. He was part crfhi^^ 
chan^ his mmd. And returned And diai^ his<^ 


MOHAMMED ALI 

After winning the 
w<Mid heavy weight title m 
1964 he was stnpped of 
his title in Apnl 1%7 for 
refusing to be inducted in 
the US Army He came 
back three years later 
but after a few wins lost to 
Joe brazier in 1971 in a bid 
for the title Undeterred, 
he eventually won the title 
in 1974 when he knocked 
out George boreman 
Four years later herelin 
quished his title this time 
in a 15-round defeat at the 
hands of Leon Spinks But 
Ah initiated another com¬ 
eback recovering the title 
from Spinks a few months 
later He attempted 
another comeback a few 
years later but Larrv 


years la 
Holmes 


beat him 



EVONNE CAWLEY 

This Australian aborigine 
won the women’s Wanb- 
ledon title for the first 
tune in 1971 Fmahsta 
year later, she lost ai the 
semi-finals m 1973, 
crashed out of the quar¬ 
ter-finals in 1974, lost the 
1975 fiml and repeated 
the effort again in 1976 
with httle success In the 
meantime, she had got 
married and made a vir¬ 
tual exit ftom competitive 
tennis It was nine years 
after her first Wtmbledon 
triumph, the birth of a 
dau^ter and assorted in¬ 
juries, she became the 
first mother to win VlTonb- 
ledm after the first Workl 
War, whenshemadea 
comeback m 1980 
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COUN COWDREY 

Colm Cowdrey first play¬ 
ed against Austiaba m 
1954 55 under Len Hut 
ton He went on to play 
more than a hundred 
Tests and after a solitary 
appearance against Fakis 
tan in 1971 it seemed that 
his Test career had en 
ded He wasnearmgthe 
end of hi' playing days but 
at the age of 42 he was 
suddenly drafted out to 
Australia for the sixth 
tone m his career to fece 
Lillee and Thomson 



RAY ILLINGWORTH 

After having played his 
last Test in 1973, Ray 
Illingworth continued his 
association with the game 
m the role of a manager of 
Yorkshire In 1982, Uien 
01 his fiftieth year, he 
assumed the captamey. 
Personally, the sum¬ 
mer was no great success 
for him However, IWs- 
den pronounced t^t 'it 
could be argued that 
Illingworth had held things 
reasonably together well 
in difficult circumst¬ 
ances ” 




BRIAN CLOSE 

Perhaps the only cncke- 
ter to play Tests m four 
separate decades Close 
first represented England 
agamst New Zealand m 
1949 and played his last 
Test agamst Chve Lloyd’s 
West fodians m 1976 
Known for exceptional 
courage m foemg fast 
bowlers, England recalled 
him to withstand Holdm^ 
Roberts and Daniel m 
1976, nine years ater his 
previous game for the 
country 



BOBBY SIMPSON 

Sonpson represents crick¬ 
et's classic comeback ex¬ 
ample For ah prachesd 
purposes, he had retired 
firom Test cricket by 
1967-68 After Keiry 
Packer had siphoned off 
the best tatot in Australia 
to the WSC circus m 
1977-78, Simpson was 
SOSd back mto the 
imtional side for the senes 
agamst India His sequ¬ 
ence of scores justifi^ 
yet another senes as cap- 
tarn 7, 89 176, 39 run 
out, 2, 4,38,33,100 and 
51 His tour of the West 
Indies ctmtamed a si^ufi- 
cant mnings of 67 m the 
third Test 
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‘I’m still the best’ 


A 1 ’H AdiUeJehdngir SuiTurnvall I 
rtahstfs Ihat the t<)rtlKr»niint 
S< uul Asun Oamt s art his 1 1 ) Ji im ( 
tobdRlht tajtof tht IrfsU tinmiii 
Asia Tohis prdRmiln. w \ l think 
mg the bespi ct i k il S n 11\\ ilia i*- 
aware that th< si n(i ir J it ih last 
Olympw Cfini lu In hiUm md 
UiticioH '!(tniiiUi iiiolHaih but 
the unitsi )i cl tivpiilormuKesfor 
I(h hundi lin n s spiinl it the 
Asm hi »< icJiRVihk 

11 It h lilt l-ncmkdt,! thjt 

V iij t\ ill I inatigc.’-hisLiitiK tr iin 
III). I luk til s jch e tn innci so i 
ti oc il diiringtht A>-iin f/aints 
Sim imvciIIi who h iijiist uturiud to 
lonh \ iftei I si\ witkstint in 
I ondon with Kii,h ird Simmons 
nilionilir uholthc. Kiiti h \initi.ui 
Athk tu s Ijo ird tor sjirints nid jumps 
uvcil that I ini pn p IImj^ I solid 
b isc will h will hope full\ gc t tiu M>od 
n ultsmthc ( iniingiiionth 
I lalxir itiiig on till Ir lu fit he dc 
rivt d he III his ti lining with Simmons 
wbkhwis iinngidbi tht \mittui 
Athk ti s 1 1 (k I ition of Indi c \dilk 
ft It b I K illv the 1 mph isi w is in 
tiihtiK|Uf lohittus the ( Mstiii 
poll ntial ot the ithk tc ti r m isin inn 
iffiiitnci to iiliKM till lust iisults 
rallK I th in suggi st 1 1 h ingi in li ih 
nKjUi w is the m iin (hi me of thi i imp 


I hrnugh a senes oj jumping hop 
ing and bounding exetcises the bat k 
t XU nsion ol the legs w« n, improi ed 
for greater me eh mit al eff it lentv 
thereby augge sting that ttclinit alh 
pet fet 1 1 unning was more i sstntial 
than simpK lister running explains 
Sumanwalli 1 ikt I ir (.simple 1 
h ivc a high hand action while spimt 
ing Sinmic iw tht u fort suggested 
th It 1 should drop mt shouldt rs and 
that I should run with mv arms ind not 
with mv hands 

I ht otlit I signifit int lesson that 
Sunnriw ill i who has won the Inter 
Stab litk Stvt n times and the Open 
title toui time s kamt in 1 ondon w is 
silted t ndur mi t Being an asthma 
patient nv finislungbuistsart not 
quite as gcKid i'- mv stilts and so 
Sinmions rt commtndtd that 1 do inv 
practu ( runs with littk u st in be 
t we (n t xplaintd Sum inwall i 

Hut whilt III I ondon tht bt spec ta 
tltd U)‘> cm t ill Sum iiiw ilia has 
sufti led in iniurv fit has chipped tiu 
ankle bone ot his nght Itg which laists 
a big que stum m irk ig iinst liis pt r 
foi mane t And though the Bomb iv 
timihoix the injure will heal quukiy 
the lurking It« thit it m i\ lob him of 
I IHi iblt me d il it Sc oul pt i sist 
t. oini idc 111 illv c iioiigh i tc w d n s 
bclou till BtW \siin(jmi(s it 


Delhi an injury bad pi evented Sumar 
iwalla from giving his be st 

Bt that as it mav with the Indian 
Open at Delluinmid August whteh 
shall sen t is i he qualifying e vent for 
the Asian (• imts Sum uiw-illa is 
bnmmmg wtth onfidtni e I know I 
inifht best m tht ountiv indiflam 
phv sicallv lit lit one m stop me 

\Aiilh fivt wtc kb stp ir ilmg the 
Indian Opt n ird tlic \snn Dames 
Sutnariw all i ft t Is the 11 im m ugh time 
foi him to pt ak it t u h t v out \i t ord 
inglo Adilk tin mimcomptUUon il 
Seoul will comt not from M il nsia 
who h id bagged tht gold intdal at 
f leIhi but from Chin i and bust i oun 
trv South Kort i 

Sunianw ilia pooh poohs tht idea 
that his rc cent m 1111 igf will affect his 
traikitiord Ht irgucs Allan Wells 
of St oti ind w ho won thi gold m 
hundred mtlic s ind the silver in the 
jJOO me t rt s It t lit 1480 Most c >w 
Olvmpits wasioiclitdbv none othci 
than his wife wluii tisc i piintct 
Italv shttroMeniie i uhicvcdtht 
world It c Old in ihc ^00 me t res with a 
timing ol 10 7J st uinds iltit he was 
m itru d Mint il sf itiis h is ii ithuig to 
d( VMthaclui iM-itorminrc Askn me 
ill J t in IS th it 11V 11 st I IS still to 
conu 

KMwafi Munwmm, Bombay 


CaaMASiliaaMllA vkA* hiflt Jif fhA rWlhi AttlsH 





A man with an 
uttfanatum 

S ubhash Agarwal is a man with ^; a few years. Playing his first Billiards 
an ultimatum. He has ^en him* " National at Calcutta in 1978, where he 
self one more year to collect his dues finished a worthy numer-up, he has 

from a game to wdiich he has devoted gone from strength to strength and 

the last 17 yeu's of his life. The game eventually won the champranship in 

of the green baize. the January '84. Played in 1<984, it 

Soft-spc^en and almost apologetic was toe 1^3 nationals, 

for his lack of familiarity with the Baacally a billiards player, Agarwal 

English language, Agarwal epitomises has more or less shifted to snooker 
tte previous generation of snooker while still keeping in touch with toe 



Aeiok 


Agarwal: Giving himsaif tima 

and bflliard players that ruled sup- 
teme. Now, the new en^ging force 
is an altogether different matter. 

Geared for success, these hotshots 
as slick as toe suits and bowties 
toey don for their matches. 

Starting his career in 1968-69 in 
Bombay, Aganral has made bis pre¬ 
sence »it at toe national level for quite rnttce spodter and biOfords fratenuty. 


former. This was {proved when he 
notcltod up a double last year at the 
BCA tournament at Bombay. 

And now, mth toe Taj All India 
Invitation Snooker Tournament at full 
swing at DeUu, Agarwd is in the 
process Of proving that be is not a 
spent force as yet. Proving it to the 
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And also, more importantly, to Inm- 
self. 

A^rwal personally has accepted his 
decime in the national standings quite 
gracefully. The first person to admit 
that he is certainly not putting enough 
hours on the table, he has made up his 
mind however to t^ and get in the 
necessary five to six hours that are 
required for him to make a dent on toe | 
stronghold of Geet Sethi and Michael 
Ferreira. Altoouito the people who 
follow his pme closely feel that he is 
playing his best tight now. with matur¬ 
ity moulding las game, A^rwal him¬ 
self feels that he played ms best 
snooker and billiards in the '78-80 
s{>an. 

Full of praise for the present crop of 
youngsters who have taken to the 
game, Agarwal also has a word of 
caution that comes from his years on* 
the scene. While accepting toat there 
is a tremendous bank of ta^t in the 
country he is also sceptical of the 
amount of this talent that will be able 
to make it when the goit^ gets tou^. 
With a severe lack of fociSties tri{)ph% 
up our raw talent, the snooker and 
billiards players are struggling under 
the almost step-motherly attitude 
meted out by toe governing bodies. 

Agarwal Itself is 'very grateful to 
the Western Railways for dmng their 
best for him but he is sure that mudh 
more could have been done if toe 
Railway Board had been genuinely 
interested in the case. But he is not a 
man to hold ^dges and believes in 
getting on with the game. Agarwal is 
of the firm opinion that, {pven a better 
deal, our country is unstoppable in the 
forseeable future. 

Reluctant to talk about himself, 
Agarwal preferred to talk more about 
snooker and billiards and general. But 
eventuaUy he condescen&d to open 
up and expose the true side erf Sub¬ 
hash Agarwal. Certainly disgruntled 
wito not having got badk from toe 
game as much as he has put into it, 
Agarwal has also started losing the 
exuberance of youth that lets you plug 
on regardless. 

Now it is time for a final effort. 

Having struck form on the snodker 
table of late, he is gearing himself for a' 
final bash at the Wodd Amateur 
Snooker Championship that will be 
held in India next ye^. And if.the 
results are not th^ by 1967, Sub- 
hash Agarwal will, as gr^fuQy as 
ever, accede to his self-impost ulti- 
matam. 
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Against all odds 


H e ei^yed an ^viable record in 
the game. Winner of the men’s 
tkle in the National Table Tennis 
Chian{Honshh> for tlaree years from 
ld79 to 1981, a feat that had last been 
peirfortned by Gautam Divan almost 
20 years before, he had the best 
recmd by an Indian, among his con- 
tenporaries, on the International cir- 
cuit. He led India to notable triumphs; 
an unprecedented fourth place in the 
Asian Championships at Calcutta in 
1980 and bringing India back to categ- 
017 one in the 19^ World Cham¬ 
pionships. He was also the proud 
recipient of the Aijuna Award in 1984. 
An only child of parents who gave him 
all encouragement, he had a good job, 
befitting a top ranking student, as an 
officer in the State Bank of India, who 
also gave him plenty of opportunities 
to play ail over the country and 
abroad. Prank and fearless, he was an 
active siwkesman for players’ rights. 

Yes, life was pleasant and fufi for 
Venugopaian C^ndrasekhar in 
September 1984 . Even though he 


seemed to be slipping—finalist in the 
1982 nationals, a semi finalist the next 
year—no one on the Indian circuit 
could take things for granted against 
Chandra. He was still good enough to 
win major tournaments and could con¬ 
tinue to command a regular place in 
Indian teams. Indeed, in a very com¬ 
petitive field, with a lot of talented 
youngsters making their mark every 
year, it spoke highly of Chandra’s skiH 
and fitness that even at 27, Chandra 
was still given a lot of respect by the 
other top players. 

Then disaster struck, suddenly and 
in the most unexpected manner. 
Chandra went into a Madras hospital 
for a routine knee operation, die kind 
of which any active sportsman may 
have to undergo durmg his career. 

But something went wrong with the 
operation, so terribly awry, that for 
some time Chandra hovered between 
life and death. With great difficulty 
was his life saved. But the damage 
seemed irreparable and by the end of 
die year when he came home after an 


agonising two months in the hospit^ 
Chandra was virtually a vegetaw, 
despite the fact that medicines were 
. flown urgendy from abroad just for Ms 
sake. 

In spite of receiving the best treat- 
merit possible, Chandra did not regis¬ 
ter improvement in the early months 
of 19^. On the contrary, his condition 
worsened. His vision was badly 
affected, his speech was slurred and 
there was Utde coordination among his 
limbs. The result was that Chandra 
could not even get around domg the 
simple daily chores. Me bad to be 
assisted while walking and his head 
appeared to hang on Ms shoulders. 
Chandra had been reduced to an' 
invalid—^maybe for life. 

But then the one quality that dways 
characterised Chandra’s game was Ms 
never-say die attitude, A filter to the 
core, Chandra now displayed these 
qualities to fi^t a bigger battle. He 
went through many pamful forms of 
treatment and endured days, weeks 
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and months of physical and mental 
anguish In the nudsi of ail this he put 
in some practice Lvcnasone 
admired his spmt it was pity to set 
turn muff sinmle shots even miss the 
ball or misjudge its bounce totally 
But fortune favours the brave 
Whde taking treatment at the Institute 
of Naturopathy and Yom. Sciences 
near Bandore, Chanma met an 
associate of Paul Cutler, a leading 


doctor in Toronto Chandra started 
corresponding vnth Or Cutbr who, 
after studying his case tustory told 
him that he could improve after leng 
thy doses of tte treatment Fortius 
he would have to come to Canada ^ 
the total treatment would gross Rs 
651akhs 

The funds tnckled in fallowing 
appeals m the media Last month after 
treatment at Dr Cutler's done and a 


Ownge ^anoli 


follow-iqi m the Rusk Institute m New 
York and another hospital m Chicago 
Chandra returned an unproved per 
son Chandra will fly again to Toronto 
for a further round of treatment m 
January next year Dr Cutter had 
assur^ turn ^t he would normalise 
“As you were before the September 
1984 operation 

By that tune Chandra will be almost 
‘10 a veteianbytabletenmsstan 
dards Moreover it will be almost 
three years smee he last played at a 
con^htive level Chandra by nature 
IS neither a pessunist nor an optamst 
he IS a realist a person who examines 
tee record and faces tee feels and then 
bases his judgement on them “My 
first priority was to become a nonnal 
human beuig he told Sporlswodd 
last monte That has vulually come 
through Once teal IS completely ova* 
1 can concentrate on coming back to 
the game a goal that has always been 
wtteme IkirawitwiUbevery 
diificult IhreeyearsisaliHigtime 
especially m a fast game like table g 
tennis where tee reflexes have to be 
very fast It will need a lor of hard 
work and perseveience' 

'There are a couple of important 
fectors that are reassuring i he first 
is I am very happy with the way I have 
shown progress after the treateient 
Before 1 left India, 1 said m a TV 
interview in response to a query teat 
it would be almost impossible to re 
turn in a big way to the game 1 feel so 
encouraged nov that 1 would say it 
will only b< verv difficult notunpossi- 
bk The sec cind factor is rather nega 
Uve In the two years since 1 had to 
abruptly leave the scene no new 
players have really come up fhe 
juniors have not lived up to their 
promise Still it is Kamlesli Mehta, 
Smay Ghorpade, Manmeet Sinfite and 
S Snram who are on top these were 
the same players around two years 
ago All I have to do is to beat one of 
teem and that would bnng me back to 
tee Indian team I am not saying it will 
be easy but it is certainly possible 1 
suppose It would all depe^ uptm the 
amount of hard work 1 put m ” 

One thing IS sure If Chandra is able 
to recover to even a percentage of 
what he was during his prime itwdl 
be one of tee greatest exami^s of a 
comebac km tee history of Indian 
sport The odds are certainly agamst 
him But teen tee odds were agamst 
lum jetting back to bemg a noi^ 
human being m the first place 
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The neglect of Naeem 


C URRENT lubonal horkty coach 
Manneek bmgh hasfrcqucntlv 
resected that a dependable goalsc ore r 
»the need of the hour foi the India i 
hockey team Intact he Iiisgom on 
record saying that one pli\crlikc 
DhyanChand flaibir niighot H-tsin 
Sai^ would ni tke ill the differe nee 
between gloom indglorti Consider 
ingthest sintiintiits inv reasonable 
goaisiorc r should be welcomed as an 
oasis in a pare he d dt sell Yet mchis 
not the (ast 

1 he pi nt si/t d but wiry Moham 
mod Nattm a mercurial centre for 
ward With the goat scoring knack is 
being sutpnsinglv cold shouldered 
I ill he was the centre forward for the 
Indian junior team which he last 
represented at the Asia Oceania qual 
dying rone at Kuala Lumpur m 
Septembei 1984 Naeem was being 
Ugded as the furtuYe goal sainng 
hope for Indian hockey Yet he has not 
bridged the gulf between juiuor and 
senior hockey at the international 
level m that he has not quite chnihed 
his place in the. national tt am forward 
line 

What IS even more shattering lor 
this Semor Welfare Officer ot the 
North-Eastern Railway is that he has 
lost the confidence of the Indian hock 
ey selectors 1986 has been a dismal 
year ten* the diminutive centn 
forward, a jjroduct ot the Sports 
College, Lucknow He was omitted 
firom the Indian team which went for 
the four-nation tournaments at Dubai 
and Kuwait and did not figure m tlie 
India Pakistan 1 est senes, or the 
Champion trophy on the test senes 
against Japan and Malaysia 

Why this sudden reversal of for 
tunes for young Naeem^ Has he 
suddenly tost form or the instinctive 
goal scoring knack, or does he not fit 
into the four-lorward system the 
national team now adopts, or is it a 
lack of ambition or physical defect’ 
The factCM^ mentioned are just 
theories being floated about Naeem 
and there is perhaps more to it than 
what meets the eye, as regards his 
omission firom the national team 

Fhe bias agamst Naeem, which has 
now assumed the form of a campaign, 
was allegedly started by formei 
luticmal coach Balknshan Sm{^, imor 
to the 1984 Los Angeles Olynipics At 


the Delhi coaching camp, Balknshan 
Singh was frequently queried as to the 
strange omission of Naeem from the 
team especiaUy when a goalscorer 
was urgently required and Naeem was 
ingcxidform Hts standard reply dien 
was that Naeem’s phjrsique (ftil, 
short but hthe and vmy) did not suit 


the exacting demands of astro turf 
He also expressed the opinion that. 
Naeem would be ineffective agamst 
the hard tackling European and Au 
straimn defenders who have a tong 
reach and so could easily quell his 
dirusts These ideas coming from an 
expenenced coach like Balknshan 







Naeem (s«eond from right) with th« Indian |unior tsam 


Singh established the prejudice against 
Naeem. 

Cntics in favour of Naeem's inclu¬ 
sion, argued that in domestic and 
junior international matches he was a 
prolific scorer. Also, during his stint at 
the Meerut nationals (1983) and Delhi 
nationals (1984) and junior internation¬ 
als there had never been any com¬ 
plaints of Naeem being bogged down 
oi bottled up by tali and tou^ defen¬ 
ders. 

It would be really a quirk of imagina¬ 
tion to say that in the domestic circuit 
and junior internationals, Naeem did 
not come across strong defenders. In 
fact, the discerning critics maintain 
that with his quicksilver and fluid 
movements he was a constant source 
of worry to any defence, whatever 
their stature or status. This theory of 
Naeem’s inability to withstand toi^ 
tackling, seems to be fui over-reaction 
to say the least 

Hfljuly 1984, Naeem was a mem¬ 
ber of Indian Airlines. He was thebr 
. top-acorer when the^r annexed the 
niwjnal champbrelw in 1984 at the 
Natkmal Stad^in D^hi. 


Unfortunately for Naeem, even 
though he changed his job joining the 
Railways in 1984 (favourable home 
posting being the reason) he could not 
live down the prejudice against him. 
When MAM Ramaswamy became 
president of IHF, there was a change 
of national coaches and Harmeek 
Singh became chief coach. There was 
however no reversal of fortune for 
Naeem. 

An incident at the National stadium, 
in October 1985, during training prior 
to the four nations tournament in 
London further exacerbated the situa¬ 
tion. Whilst the probables were play¬ 
ing a practice match on astro-turf at 
the National stadium, Naeem received 
a fierce hit on his ankle (not inten¬ 
tionally of course). He Iteped off in 
ai^i^g pain but there was nobody 
to attend to lum on the sidelines. No 
doctor was available. An attendant 
went in quest of ice. There was no ice 
availaUt' at Natkaud stadium. A cer- 
taki amoint of ice was finally obtained 
from nearby Pandara Road market. 
Cbi^ twenty minutes had expired by 
and Need’s atdcle was ewdOing . 


At half time of the practice match 
players tied bandages around Naeem's 
ankle but coach Harmeek Singh did 
not take the injury seriously. Upset by 
this uijury Naeem kept moaning, "my 
luck IS bad. Sinnething always tep- 
pens to me at senior national coaching 
camps, either the coach mistrusts me 
or 1 get injured. 1 want to go home and 
rest." 

Not realising the imprecations of his 
candour, Naeem became a victim of 
this outbur.st which was unfortunately 
overheard by Harmeek Singh and 
other coaches. He was selected in a 
depleted team to tour London, even 
thou^ he could barely run properly. 
TTie impression was that he was just 
grumbling and was not seriously hurt, 
as his outburst was misunderstood. At 
the four nations London tounument 
to which India sent a last minute 
entry. Naeem played for a barely ten 
^utes tt! a match before limping off, 
injured. After the tour reports aminst 
hkn were adverse and Ins future « dm 
Indian temn is now in jeopardy. 

-iM- 
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dismissed 

was under the glare of night lighting in 
l^ustralia that Sadanand Viswanafh staked his 
|ciaim to fame. Those were moments of a lifetime. 
iLess then a year later he was dropped from the 
; Indian team. Now, with the emergence of many a 
i^iival, he is in danger of being forgotten. But he is 
l^termined to come back, he teUs Andy O’Brien 


P. M T was chaotic outside 
the customs area of 
Irl Bombay’s Sahar Inter¬ 
im I national Airp^ People 


f|}ie glass walls of the arrival 
: )oui^ far horn's. Even the 
I^cess had been kept 
>SMihing. 

; Inordinary circumst- 
' intces the wait would have 
Inched the members of 
' ^ Fourth Estate. But not 
on ^ day. It was past one 
'^•ciock in the mommg but 
one grumbled. The Indi- 
>;an cricket team was amning 
phome after an incredibte 
^Victory in the 1985 World 
Championship Cricket m 
.Australia. 

As the heroes walked 
imlt of the Customs enclo- 
'kiare they were ^landed 
surrounded by the few 
'iDiivyeged children allowed 
joside the arrival area, 
ifimerg^ finally, they 
.Isere rat by the dazdmg 
Ights of the TV crews. It 
'.^ust have been the mo> 
iaent of a fifetime for inany 
juftfaem; especudlyftie 
fjpqunger ones in the 
plU^ouring the expenehce. \ 
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Sadanand Viswanath He 
had mbbed with bodi 
hatak the first qiportunity 
to play for his country on 
forei^ sod 

As Gavaskar was to 
wnte later, “If our fielding 
m the World Championsl^ 
of Cncket was tpp class, it 
was due m no mea 

sure to Sadanand's con¬ 
stant urging, his amazing 
energy and the ability to 
convey that to the rest of 
the team ” 

1 recall what the exuber 
ant young man told me 
when I walked up to him at 
Sahar and asked him for his 
ccmiments on the Indian 
victor “Man, it was heady 
stuff It was real freaky " It 
was a typically Viswanath 
way of getting the message 
aaoss He was on cloud 
nine and he had no qualms 
about showmg It He cer¬ 
tainly didn’t have any inhibi¬ 
tions when he rode on top 
of Ravi Shastn s Audi dur¬ 
ing the victory lap at the 
MCG 

Those were moments trf 
a lifetime for the 23 year 
old Karnataka lad Less 
than a year latei there was 
a traumatic experience, and 
1 had the dubious distinc 
Uon of being present once 
again It was at Nagpur 
duting the Irani Trophy 
game in the last week of 
October On the last day of 
the game when the Indian 
team to Shanah and for the 
senes against Australia wa& 
announced there were 
quite a few surpnses But 
what shocked even the 
coolest customer was the 
omission of Viswanath He 
had toppled suddenly 
6 oni the pedestal Kiran 
More witlka very mediocre 
record till then was to take 
his place 

Later that evening on 
the flight to Calutta Viswa¬ 
nath told me Tm dis 
appointed but not sour I’ve 
t^en a lot of hard times m 
my life So this isn’t very 
much * I was tempted to 
continue the questioning 
but the situatxHi dkl not 
warrant It He was obvious- 





ly more upset than he made 
out to be. 

IN Bangalore to cover the 
I nation^ hockey diam- 
pionships, early this year, 1 
thought it might be a ^xxi 
idea to find out what Viswa- 
nath was doing. Perhaps, it 
would make a good story 
especially if I could con¬ 
tinue where the conversa¬ 
tion had died during the 
Boeing 737 fB^t from Nag¬ 
pur to Calcutta. The more I 
thought about the idea, the 
more interesting it 
seemed, till 1 codd resist it 
no longer. I had to meet 
him. ^ relenting hockey 
to die bade dr my mind I set 
I ofitofiadVtswanath. tt 
tumedout to be a sort 


expeditioa In shest, it took 
me four days, numerous 
auto rides and several tele¬ 
phone calls to locate the 
man who lived life kingsize. 

1 finally tracked the man 
down on the day India— 
ironically—played the^ last 
prelinun^ game against 
Australia in toe World 
Series Cup. The fonner 
India Iteeper was at a 
friend’s place. 1 dialled toe 
nundier and asked, “Could 
1 spe^ to Vishy please?” 

'“Yes. speaking," came 
the reply from the other 
end. "Hi, this is Andy 
O'Brien," I said, adefing 
"Sportsworld”, to refresh 
his memory. 

Ihe reaction was typical¬ 
ly, diaracteratically Viswa- 


nato. 

It was as if he had traced 
"a long-losl friend. "Hey, 
what are you doing? Come 
on over and watch toe 
match with me. I’ve got 
some good Bengali-style 
fish for lunch. You’ll enjoy 
It." 

I couldn’t make it for the 
fish lunch since 1 had an 
appointment with a British 
hockey umpire. When I got 
that out of the way I began 
toe hunt for Vishy's friend’s 
house accompanied by a 
friend of mine who cl^ed 
to know the dty. We even¬ 
tually traced the place wlale 
India were cniisi^ to vie- 
tory agamst the Ausiues. 
Vishy rejoic^ at every 
shot toe Indian batsmen 


hit. His arms were flying 
around in much the same 
way they do when he 
appeals behind the stumps. 
It was a little strange, 
though. Here I was, watch¬ 
ing India play, while sitting 
alongside a man who 
shared the limeBidit with 
the players less tto a year 
ago. 

What did it feel like to 
watch a game he could have 
been playing? The answer 
was disarmingly firank, 
“Although I (to feel hurt and 
sad because I’m not there, 
it’s great to see tlffim. 

Those are my frienctepby- , 
ing out there. It’s ip^t to 
see toem domg so wei. 
Besides, I dmit have 
grudges against anybody." 









AibN'the game was 
mtXt lie gave me a lift back 
' tomy bora on his sleek 
yamaha 350 (1 promised 
net to nde (HI his pillion 
! a^^) and the formal mter 
i View was fised for the fol 
' lowaig day Saturday mom 
big was snooker morning 
for lam. so the interview 
bad to be m the afternoon 
; But when morning came 
my phone rang It was 
Vmy asking me to join 
Iffii for snooker As one of 
the highest handicapped 
players m my dub Iwasnt 
too enthusiastic to go onto 
the baize Fortunately for 
me his snooker was not a 
paid) on his wicket keep 
Hig so I mustered the 
courage to accept a bet on a 
frame I lost the bet — a 
lunch — on a black dead 
mg (Luck didn t favour me 
thou^ my opponent might 
not agree) 

Of course the match 
took so long that photo 
mpher Devi Prasad Sinha 
ud a one hour wait m the 
Vi&wanath house where 
we were supposed to 
meet Vishy his three 
tethers and two sisters 
(one of whom is married) 
hve in a cosy well kept 
bungalow m Bangalore s 
posh Indiranagar colony 

Hia TanuUui 350 is • 
prlMd poMMSion 
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OP SMUi 

The drawmg rtxim show* 
case IS monopolised by the 
cncketcr s many souve 
nirs In fact so is most of 
the house I got down to 
the mtemew after Sinha 
had completed his session, 
during which Viswanath. 
many a time tried telling 
the photograirfier what to 
do So endiusiastic is ftie 
man 

He even brou^t out tua 
old photo album in wtndi I 
saw a prize photograph. 
Takra at a jumor coaching 
camp was a noim shot 
whKmmdudlra visfay, Rmft 
Shastn and an eveti inove 
wiiyl^vgrMn Ar iah wm . < 








Some of Shastri's female 
fans wouldn't lUte to see 
that particular shot. But 
even there, Vishy was the 
enthusiastic, wide-eyed 
boy. 

H e showed me the re¬ 
port card he got at the 
end of his first year in the 
nurseiy. In the column 
■ alongside “Can recognise 
numbers from one to ten” 
there was a bold "NO'^ 
wntteri. Alongside, "Can 
count from one to ten," , ^ 

another bold “NO”. So too [ w 
alongside "Can recognise 
and read from A to Z. ” At 
the bottom of the report 
card was an equally deci¬ 
sive 'Promotion Not 
Granted’. But Vishy had no 
inhibitions about showing it 
to us. 

"See, that’s what cricket 
has done for me,” he con¬ 
cluded with a smile. Ttien 
he told pie an unusual 
story, of how he had bunk¬ 
ed school to watch a Test 
match. There was this per¬ 
son sitting in front of him. 
who kept shifting about, 
making it difficult for the 
young Vishy to see. When 
the schoolboy told the old 
gentleman to stay still be¬ 
cause he could not see, the 
only reply was "If you want 
to get such a good view, 
why don’t you become an 
umpire?” 

RecaUs Vishy. “Then I 
told myself—not an 
umpire, it would be better 
if I became a player." It 
would be difficult to com¬ 
prehend how such a 
seemingly minor incident 
could motivate a man to 
reach such heights. But as 
Vishy says very sen¬ 
timentally, "1 am inspired 
bv many things m life. Even 
a baby’s smile can work 
wonders for me. ” He feels 
that it IS this attribute that 
enabled him to play for the 
country. What will inspire 
him to rome back into the 
team. 1 wondered aloud? 
“Mummy”, was his curt 
reply. And then he gave me 
the background to the 
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seemingly cryptic comment 
he had made on that Octo¬ 
ber Nagpur-Calcutta flight. 

His father, a business¬ 
man, left his mother and 
was declared bankrupt 
when Vishy was just twelve 
years old. The father com 
nutted suicide. The mother 


strong woman that she 
was, successfully bore the 


responsibility of bringing up 
her cluldren. No doubt 


there were hard tunes, like 


when young Viswanath 
went around selling news 
papers in order to buy his 
first cricket kit. 


1 think it was a wonder 


ful gesture on her part. If it 
had not been for her, 1 
don’t tlimk all of us would 


have been where we are 
now. She inspired all her 
children. She knew that 
one day I would play for my 
country and now that she is 
gone I’m not going to quit. 
Nothing IS over. It's just 
the beginning. She bved to 
see us live. 
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H IS mother died la^t 
veai after heart 
surgerj But she made 
sure she saw her son play 
for India before she diid 
said Vish\ s cldei brother 
Manjanath 

1 reminded Vishv of \vhat 
he had told me after Nag 
pur Yes hciecalkd 
! \e always been hghting 
against the odds horn the 
time I was 4 I i hild It s 
always bt ought out the best 
in mt It always will Then 
he u tailed the exaet sequ 
t me oft tents at Nagpui 
lit had been batting in tht 
t losing momt nts of the 
ganu when Randhir Singh 
ind Chandu Borde entered 
Iht prt ss box lo annountt 
tht Indian tt am ^s tht 
kiurtet n n imts were it ad 
out a cht er went up in tht 
stands What^ Had tht v 
ht aid about Iht team'' No 
tht V w t re tht i ring Sada 
nind \ isw math ior a wi U 
hit SIX \ ish\ did not know 
that he himsell hid been In* 
foi I SIX Ht wasnolongei 




“My life is 70 mm colow’ 


ON HIS HOBBIES My 
hfe IS 70 mm colour, but 
without being exuberant or 
over enthusiastic I prefer 
sometimes to keep a very 
luwpiofile FvenwhenI 
tame batk from bhanah 
and Australia I stayed at 
home and played snooker 
orehess l\e never been a 
flashy sort of guy 1 do go 
out to discos and p irties 
but everything has us 
hmits 

ON HIS ON FJFLD 
AOGRESblON Its just a 
quahty that I have I don’t 


in the Indian 11 irkt I tt am 
Whili 1 was at the 
trtase a nott t ame down 
from the prt ss box and 
Bombay keeper Lhandi a 
kant Pandit 1 ongratulated 
mt thuiking I liad made it to 
the team Later whtnl 
went into the dressing 
room 1 saw Mininder Smgh 
cry mg and I tnt d to console 
him Just then Kapil came 
up (o us and said Bad hit k 
lads then s alw iv s a next 
tmie For a minute I didn t 
think he was talkmg to me 
But then judging bs tht 
reat lion of tht others I 
knew that I was rt ailv out 
I was ao stunned I don t 
even remember what < ros 
sed my mind in that m 
stant 

Ht Ittls that the main 
reason for his omission was 
tht tact that the team 
needed a few tlianges 
which in turn was a result 
of India s defeat in Sn 
Lanka Aciordingto Vishy 
It was a ‘tough senes The 
Itinerary was such that we 


know if It’s good or bad, but 
it just comes naturally to 
me I m not an aggressive 
person If my entket ere 
ates that impression, I can t 
really do anything about it 
1 play every game the same 
way but maybe when I’m 
playing for mv country, that 
extra spint in mt comes 
out 

ONGIRLbAND MAR 
RIAGE Mamage IS a very 
senous proposition 1 
thmk one should only get 
mamed if one is perpared 
to share one’s life with 


hid to play Ihu t Icstc 
without a break 1 was the 
onlywickttkeeper which 
meant I was keeping wick 
ets toi cmc month at a 
stretc h Hi fi tls that he 
didn t keep wickets badly 
on that tour and backs his 
argument with statistics 
sixUcn catchc s and two 
St limpings iiu luding«Ic vc n 
\ K tiniH in llu'i c 1 ests But 
hi tiunks his batting let him 
down I was too he silaiit 
1 here was a lot of pressure 
on me while 1 was batting 
Vishy IS not one lo look 
tor excuses His vieiwpoinl 
IS he explains it is sunpli 
Fheie have been many 
good i neketers who have 
not found tht mselvc s m the 
Indian team lam not 
grumbling because I m nut 
of tht tt am n lybe I vc 
bt en left out ol the team lor 
my own good It s sort of 
sliaken me up and brought 
me down to earth There is 
no loom for compromises 
bc' ause 1 know 1 have lo 
kt ep improving Because i 


somebody Butnjditnow 
I’m ptepared to devote my 
life only to cricket Even it I 
have a grlthend it would be 
difficult to predict a mar 
nage so soon I can't 
afford to get earned away 
on a wave of romantic emo¬ 
tion 

ON JOINING THE 
CONGREbSd) Ihaveal 
ways been a keen follower 
of politics The Congress 
paity has a nch hentage 
and 1 su^rt the ideology 
of Rajiv Gandhi 1 support a 
good government lhave 
jomed politics not for pow¬ 
er, but to serve people, 
especially the youth They 
have a very important role 
to play Yetm many cases 
they are i espcmsible for the 
disorder and violem e m the 
country 1 want to do my bit 
lo set this n^t by trying to 
get their mmds away from 
this and maybe say into 
sport 


tinnk the 11 is a lot of room 
lor impi ovc ment m any 
game Mature thinking for 
someone who is 21 yt ars 
old 

The interview o\er his 
biothei Manjanath take s 
me to the taxi stand and 
&j\s He does not like to 
admit il but we know what 
was wonying him Mummj 
die d n June (198^) and he 
took a long tune to get over 
lier death II had its effect 
in Sn Lanka but he has 
nevei u ed it as an ex 
lusc I was so touched I 
had nothing to sav in reply 

As fai as Vishy is (on 
i emed he w ints to pul the 
past behind him Andwoik 
And fight And re turn lo 
the Indi in tt am He knows 
it IS 1 daunting task but he 
IS detennine d 11 it s not 
tomorrow or the day after 
it won t bothe r mt (>ne 
day 1U he hack foi myself 
and im mothei It s 
another i liallenge and 1 n» 
keen to take it on 
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W HEN you meet fam yoa 
fcd a grcmnijf-HiltnQst 
uweaiooabte~-i>athoa 
You &oe as accumub- 
txmttf memones that 
ve mvolved n tile downbli of any 
tadbantaportaman. Memoneatm 
maind you of a certain level of 
excdlence, uracaied by humanity's 
convnooera 

ForanaUtoolKiefBpell Mapd 
Baakar was the last word n Calcutta’s 
soccer excellence Uecouidshoot 
ffidonglybst He could dnbble, l»ad 
andtadte He was murderously 
(luck He was brave Strong to 
agnabve Astomshmgly cool His 
readawof detoice was so amazmg 
that it bordered en the oiairvoyant 
What more could you ask^ WeO, 
you could have asked the guy to take 
his career more seriously 
For a while, everythmg about Maiid 
was heroic tiiemventiveapidication 
of immaculate skill, coupled with god 
kxdu and tiu aixampatiyiiu glaniuir 
of being an nnported star Th^ 
seemed to be no ceihiw on sahnes 
For a young man with to unmense 
talent, there were no honzons 
But tike demons tripped him tqi 
’The wayward aspect of to nature 
began to surfsce and Mapd strayed 
from the dedicated hfe of a sportsman 
His talent accumulated a coating of 
rust Perhaps, Mapd was too sure of 
turaselt pertu^nethoucddhehad 
the physical aqabihty to make up for 
all (dhw shorbxmungs 
But time waits for no man. It was 
not gong to alow reveretttly to a crawl 
far me mocunal Iranian Withmtwo 
years of having made to sensational 
appearance, Mspd seemed headed for 
a premature, tragic extinction Tto 
man could have woven legends around 
hmiaeifl but he (fad not aeem to try 
hard enouidi- What could have hem a 
scmtidating soccer career was anuffed 
outaltoo ao(n. 

Today, the fate (rfMqid Baakar la a 
confusion of broken promiBes and 
bhghteddreams Ofregretsandte- 
pentancx. The gkiry days are long 
gone, the gbnn^ now faded Never 
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I 'lily ttem-omed between 09 

f etudietadiByUnda. LiCiMB 
eaoitinc fifl n fun. And time flew w 
£uK.’'PeriiBpe, unmenedinllieeac- 
dtement Meiid fid not tedae the 
oaneecpieaoeB di8t wete toon to tdoe 
a hmtvy toQ. The foolbder fingneK 
'niierewerenioaiaitoafsoid- 
aeaiclmiib but 1 fid notlaKnr how to 
patmyarabackoathends. llmew 
dM 1 ihoUld bave been moie etticMia 
about toolban than anythine else; I 
Imew that my lifestyle waa hanfing 
me fer more tool those iriio kept me 
compam. Ihadaomudiatstake; they 
didn t But nnr nature is such that I 
could not deu wifi the utuation finn- 
fe. I’d rather hann myself than teB my 
niends to stay away nom me. Ev^- 
one thou^ that I was enjoying life-~ 
eiqoyingittothefidl, but 
what knidcrf enjoyment was it, any¬ 
way? 1 drai^ hfe to the dregs”. 

Majid does not beheve that a man 
can ever be leaBy happy thousands of 
miles away from home, no matter how 
fast a Gfe he leads. It has been years 
since he last saw his mother and the 
rest of his family. 

KlKHTamshahr, the dty of his bitth. 
is rava^ by a biber war, tus country 
is rulea 19 men who lode askance on 
Iranians hving atnoad. An attempt to 
return home means hazarding tte risk 
of bang greeted less thoi wmmty. 

"The tragedy is that I've always 
been extremely homesick by nature. 
Even when I was in my late teens. I 
could not bear to stay away from 
home formore than a week, ” Majid 
reminisces. 

It has been more than five years 
since Majid last saw his homeland and 
today his chances of ever returning 
home are extremely remote. A most 
finstrating thought 

"That was also cHie of the reasons 


befine has a sense waste obsessed 
him nit does now, amid die tuna of 
ins long-neglected career. Never be¬ 
fore baa he fdt so strong an urge to 
relive the life that has bra left 
befend. 

Ma^ attadts that d» fault was his. 

. *T was not serious. Given the standard 

here, I diougfat I coidd tate 
ft easy. I was not doing die light ddng, 
for 1 Imt touch w^ zei^”. And once 
he was on las dowtiha journey, there 
was no way heooidd arrest ft« ftv he 
never reahaed what he was dafeft nor 
dm hann he was caiaioghimafdC^The 
: fading out see m ed inevtoihlie.' 

TheliratgipnolcrifiifiMM when 


ttid Jamshid Nasirri were vir- 
thrown out of East Bengal, the 
dub that deserved credit for disrover- 
ing^the Iranian duo. Itcertfuntywasa 
to^ commentary (HI their changing 
attitulte towards the game. Snoe then 
Jyl^ has never really been hte former 
edt There have been flashes of bril- 
fiance, of course, but they were few 
and ffu* between. 

The (diangeover firom East Bengal 
toMcftiammedan SpcHtmgwBS evoi 
nxxre fisastrous. At least, with East 
Benral the atmosphere was more 
conducive to a gifted dayer like Majid 
maldng a comrade. But then things 
had started moving in die wrong 


why I could not really bring raysdf to 
concentrate on soccer over die last 
two years. 1 hardly have any plans for 
diefiiture. lamfiitKMnan'sIsnd, 
where life sometimes seems so 
meaningless to me. How do you think 
I can kra my mind fi%e of these 
tboui^tsr 1 teve tried so many dungs, 
but notlnng ever wtafted.” 

Perhaps, ft is this very (lueat for 
distrredem that has rekindled Ma^'s 
intaest in footbaO. In feet, ft m^ be 
an understatement to say duu. Today 
Majki yearnsto revive hw gkrey days. 
Every evetfeig, a stroDrora dw 
MohannMdan Sportiriggroond 
you a rare sis^ Mr^oBtakar, 
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Mqid was waUmig awiy mto die 
sunset, sad aiMllraiely Beads of 
perspiratiQn on lus forehead, hanr dis- 
neveOed greeted me with an 
uncertain stime, somethmgmostun- 
charactensticofhim Thiswasthe 
man who was always brinnnm with 
setf'ConfidencemhiB prime 'nmes 
have changed, you r^dise im 
mediately 

But w31 dungs diange for the better 
m 1986’ "1 doivt know, but this is 
lastdiance As a footballer, 1 cannot 
survive nil 1987, if I am confined to 
obbvHmfcnr yet another year I will 
have no hopM left Msjidsays, de 
qjasingty 

His nmnediate problem IS that he 
feels he will never be able to relaunch 
his career if certam people m Moham¬ 
medan Sporty continue to conspire 
agsmstlm "^bbirAliandMoidul 
Idam nui^t not let me make a com¬ 
eback Tliey are determined to keep 
me out of the limelight, for they know 
oidy too wen vdiat ^ happen to a lot 
(^people, iflshmeagam Calcutta has 
notforgottmi me anal know what it 
wiU be bke if I retrieve my form ” 
Mspd’s voice qunrered emotion 

bi the past, lus payments have been 
wrthdd, he hiul dther been confined 
to the bench despite being fit, or 


tantipstcbes A certain player-official 
caucus that has grown m strength at 
Mohammedan ^»rting over the 
3 man, has always been successful m 
theft evd design agaoistMapd TImre 
can be no domng that the Mspd of 
today hiaot fijqi par cent of hiB fociner 
daxangM^ bmdierecanbeno 
dnpute eilhCT that he has shown 
{toimiae of a oomeback fnxn tune to 
time. Per matanoe, we dKMild have 
•eeninoDeafMi^AdielBttFedeni- 
tsm Cqp it Bimgaore, but there were 


always strings bemg puDed 

As the former star eiqilams, ‘7am- 
shid made a statanent at Bangalore 
saying how the Shabbor Ah-Mmdul 
Islam duo made Me (hfficutt for bun 
and uimnately forced hun to switch to 
East Bengal for die 1985 season” 
Angrily, Mapdcontimied, "At that 
timewewaeatViahalcapetnam As 
soon as word got around diatjainaliid 
had come out with the truth, these 
peoiie forced me to make a phone cMl 
toBangalore, so that 1 could ask Imn 
to deny whatever he had tdd the 
Frees. Luekihr,Jamafaid had left Bang- 
More Iqr then” 

Mspdiap m Mcft y about die posaiia- 


ity that his career will be domned if he 
IS Bbll a target of such conspiraciea 
“But I promise, I wiD make one last 
effort to inove myself yet agam AttI 
needisadiancetoidiwregtdady. And 
I need ft desperately Tmreadyto 
payanypnee You can put me mjai I 


youaowant But let me have a last 
chance ” 

Mgpd Baskar wants to Miow the 
world that he IS not flushed yet He 
hss damaged hiB career, tree Not 
mmedft. 
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IJIS face waa gprave. He 
, ritnaiJe no attempt to 
^^liQttceal that he did not like 
f)8, Nwsmen do not mean 
;|mich in his Me anymore. 
Pfe were unwelcome. 

1' j Some years ago this man 
ibifoia of us was a hero. A 
^IbEBikml cricketer. He did 
look impressive, in the 
^il0e1ebrated sense; physical¬ 
ly be hardly looked he mat¬ 
ured. In s[}ort, as in show 
liusinoss, small men are 
linwrely compelliiiK. And our 
man is only five feet lour. 
Vet, despite his diminutive 
-presence, he broujjht to 
the game a rare nimbie- 
• ness, style, flair and calm. 
Gundappa Vishwanath 
embodied the cricket that 
- .j, existed in people's day 
dreams. In a sense, he was 
unique. Irresistibly over- 
whebnmg. 

A man, so gifted, was 
hoiuid to send writers rack¬ 
ing their brains for the 
. ^ipropriate epithets. Vish- 
wanaui did, and got the 
fhost affectionate one. 
Which was also the most 
£ttmg. "Uttle Master’ they 
jCaBed him. He was little in 
; thK but big in achievement. 

Today, Gundappa Vish- 
wanstfiis plunged into obii- 
vioo. When did you hear 
about turn last? Difficult to 
remember? WI»n did I last 
read a copy on him? No use 
straining my memory. One 
of the game's most enter- 
tiuning showmen has gra- 
duafly passed out of the 
IKWS. Otn of sight, out of 
As new heroes, 
youqg aspirants have cor- 
. nered the limelight, our 
memtxies of him have been 
erased. Vishwanath has be¬ 
come a name of the distant 
j past 

j Yet, it, perhaps, would 
not be an exaggeration to 
say that his exit from top- 
dasB (Ticket caused tiw 
deepest and most tasting 
pain in the cricketing com 
mumty. There was a iinger- 
-^giense of desolation— 
iMinp that are invdved in 
#0^pMiimature extinction of 
tii^iBectacidar atUetic 


Gundappa Vishwanath: 

Plungeif into otilfvlon 
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I (Hoplt loiitiniti J to I nnent 
. rt irlv stntinuiital 

' I Jiclit s J hi It t' I*- inuth 
I lidiuliU in whdt thi \ wild 
I but till liiniim, w js sin 
ct ti. 1 111 n v\ IS sonicthiiii, 
spt (I il iboiit him aboil* 

Uu munct lu U it i n li' 

I ms tht M irld i \ • i 


T HFKI ptrlidp' was tin 
extra potonanc v m \ ixh 
viantli b exit m that lus I est 
lartertndtdralhtr 
abrupth in thi uake of his 
unsucccsstul tout ot I’akis 
taninSJ Vibhwanath 
had not been irii mg tin 
I runs 1(11 sonic nnx His 
I tonn hid bet II iiKoii islmt 
And pat It lUt h m hic n 
ntnium low ii tin t V t 
. tots ii)oin I 111 11 wing 
' waii-iK stint nn > t an 
(.onitoil it li diii III \ I'' 
(aiiiit. tIkiM mill t IK 
I Itut t'li mill III till s(u (I 
I ‘•litJ li id lio] f s ktt t i him 
1 ht It lit\ w is li 11 il 
1 11 tlicnito lilt [It 
I I oi \ I Ini intfi ti o It 
nrius* h i\t Ik < II i ti ini itii 
< \pf rit n t 1 I long 
uiibiokt n spt U ot S'” 1 i its 
I V dnv nil h w i n nv f iiiiii' 
*1)1 wor'-t mi ol 111 lili 
I II w 1 a it I'l ( 1 1 hi ton 
I hiiiii tddtnli I'lssobidm 
daikiii s 

VishwTilth 111\ lii\t 
1 iiown VIhit IVI*- lonuiit, 

I Hut lei ept iig It w is 
anothu thing lhts< must 
I In I nt f 11 the nioit toi 
111 iiiing ii \ of lu till 
I lloW (lul lu 'Kdl it I 
V aiUtd to kr >\v tioin ttu 
nni liuii (It I did n it 1 low 
It w sgoini, ( lu s uh I 
I tn rnoi ihU i >|i< m nn 
Nishw ini h It bile 11 
gti' 111 mil I u\ \n I 
nit t hin in I s ii u 
f h 11 n n il ip() lit 111 
n isons md hi •(tii->ildii 
not ({lull lit lilt in it.1 ] h id 
ot hii 1 III 111 id ttuiul |) 11 
I \iiliiv in nil I iiioit'in 
as'iinii igpi isomliti 
I tmonj iriil 1 1 ni, t It hn 

I ti t line III ill \u III into 
. bis 111 lO tlie\ ill! lid 
Hut now It sttnitdllu 
Ittuthwai- sointthm£,tl t 
I Us It was Ilk tiuih 


w IS quit' diflertnt tioni 
»i li I* I thought Viid w lu n 1 

II ill t dll Idisio in drill 

III aiqinslv d pi i soiialitv 
of a togotlen he i o whi» 

r< tu st s to bt writtin oft 
lull p(ii \ I hw iniih 
Inti ti 11 I i|iKstion tint 
in olli 1 I ktd to nil n who 
n nb j. It'd t tin pist 
1 od I III Willi III lomi s 
10 him iitli'lii inmd I ii 
mill oloL,isi I if i( sit 
the rums ot an illustrious 
L n t \s it (ill 1 1 ppi 
\ I 111 until 1 h I iiti r 
Inm Ilk pigi ihiston 
SI 11 im (iluniK Kit I'lli 
iion \ hw mull * itii *ln 
itlit id( Hi glfndn 


rna\ III mi Hut tin spi 

iiiid 111 111 I*q ibit I Hi t 

ot hi n iti Ii Ilk I I t 
111 his piiliiu'im nilitv 
It hi t s II look u[Kin 1 ini t 
ifilkiitiin \t<iiaotin 
i hainiuon 

tMi di vou w II t 111 
intHMiw Vishwinitli 

iskid IK hi (Vi 
squinli d It) mno' im t I 
know \hv hi oroiitdnl 
to pnividi Hit ii I h III 
St It l;t i lust V lU W lilt 0 ) 
know md t< |l uiur n idi r 
ill ml II < \ lih V m iih win 
Ii h Ush( 'I 1 ti I* I in 
\lihw mull wli IK I ii^ti 
ni I < difti mu ( III till lilt 
oHiidi 


(I Mill. Ill 1 insipitiitK apt hti 

111 I wl it < 1)1 V It 

1 1 o 'tt I h lull 
nit It i I It till thiiu 

i IIU) t I Jit t' it ill! 

I >t li pi I 111 1 > t II 111 

I It hut I'l It ) It II l 
pii vi ivlhiiu \ isli 

mil >11 <11 il 
111 n I p It >111 i \ 

It j I Hi 11 > Hit ipi II in 
* I 111 ( 1 * Il tl pt opk tl i 
ii]ttti’'s Ini not good 

I I Ui-li! )i I St triiki I 

II I t II (Hi I ot opi I 1 

Ilk tii hundt I tl 

pi ipit il IkI not II t 
Vlt< 1 n 1 >l< OIMIII Ml «l 
U 1111 Ip fli d tsiKil 

lUMss 1 I dc till uu I 
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from the obscurity diat had 
been imposed on him. That 
it did not h^pen has 
the grratest cause of pain 
in bis life, he admits. 

"But I wonder if 1 can 
really blame my^ for 
that For some time I was 
quite out of form, wlwn I 
was dropped from the 
team, no arguments there. 
But 1 think subsequentiy, 
my performances in 
dcnnestic cricket were 
pretty good." Vishwanath 
exaplained; “Whether I was 
good enou^ to be recalled 
is a different question 
altogether, that was up to 
the selectors to decide. I 
don’t want to make any 
comment on that I’m not 
the type to draw people’s 
sympathy by yelling that I 


cricketer’s class. So, just 
because I'm out ci Test 
cricket, it will be unfair to 
think that I’m done for ", 
by now Vishwanath forgot 
that he had declined to give 
me tte interview. He was 
well into it, already, and I 
realised that he had quite a 
few points to make, reveal¬ 
ing in the process a hitherto 
utdoiown facet of his perso¬ 
nality. 

The days following his 
disappointing Pakistan tour 
of was a period of 
intense soul-searching. 

This was a time when, he 
felt, he coulcfhave been 
shattered by a overwhelm¬ 
ing sense of purposeless¬ 
ness, but for an iimer 
strengtli that bore him 
through. 

"Tlut was when I could 
have lost faith in myself, ’’ 
co^oborated Vishwanath, 

"I was afraid if this was the 
end of the world for me. 

But, I never let those feel¬ 
ings get the better of me. it 
took tremendous mental 
strength to recover. But I 
could muster it. And 1 was 
happy about it” 

Vishwanath par¬ 
doned himself on one condi¬ 
tion that ifo most return 


Htad tnd shoulders above tho rest 
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wron^. I don t want 
. That s the worst thing 
. can faq)pen in the life of 
prtatnan.” 
bfhaps, it was in- 
le knre for the game 
b(He Imn throng die 
is. Perhaps,'he loved 
ket inare his 
To him it was more 
brtant to excel, than 
it the selectors thou^t 
Id his form "Exactly, ” 
iwanadi re^ocrated, 
ouid have lived a miser- 
: life, psychologically 1 
in. if^ttingaberthin 
Test side had been the 
lU and end-ail of my life. 

I rest of my life would 
been unbearably 
ed. Thankfully, it’s 
nso, for I know 1 


ed and fulfilled the 


The moat ealebratad brothora-liHaw 




condition I gave myself. 
Whetter it deserved recog¬ 
nition firom the selectors is 
for the public to decide. I’m 
not going to make a noise 
and draw everyone's atten¬ 
tion that 1 have been a 
victim of injustice. It simply 
is in bad taste”, Vishwanath 
insisted. But how does it 
feel to be away from the 
limelight when many of lus 
contemporaries are still 
very much in big-time 
cricket. Sunil Gavaskar is 
one of his greatest contem¬ 
poraries and is still in prime 
form, cornering all the 
glory in the world. And he 
is a close relative of Vish¬ 
wanath also. Do such 
thoughts ever affect Vish- 
wan^? 

Perhaps, 1 was a httle 
too personal and inquisi¬ 
tive. I was not sure how 
Vishwanath would react. 
But Vishwanath continued 
in lus relaxed, reflective 
vein; "Yes, sometimes 
these thoughts come to my 
mind. But they certainly do 
not trouble me. You’ve to 
fece the truth. Gavaskar is 
a great cricketer, greater 
tian anyone else. You can¬ 
not deny that. Perhaps, 
you asked me this question 


to know if I get an inferior¬ 
ity complex about it all. No 
certainly not. 1 don’t look at 
thii^^ that way. And that's 
a bliss. Eve^one is not 
going to achieve everything 
in life. So, it does not 
bother me thou^, to be 
honest, 1 do sometimes 
have a strange feelmg--a 
longing for mose exciting 
days when 1 was in the 
thick of things. And one 
thought that keeps buzzing 
in my mind is that there 
have been so many people 
who have suddenly got the 
sack, like me, but most of 
them, perhaps all of them 
have got a second chance, 
to make a comeback. But 
Gundappa Vishwanath? 
Never. He was dropped 
only once. And that was the 
end of it. Why?” 

1 could not answer that 
question. Perhaps, nobody 
else could. Maybe, for 
the rest of his life, a deep 
sense of deprivation will 
linger at the bottom of his 
heart. But Gundappa Vish¬ 
wanath is too dignified a 
personality, too self- 
respecting. to let the world 
know about it. 
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Qundappa Vishwanath 
in International cricket 

Vs Austrolta 69-70 0 137 (x), (29 44*), 54-5 (xx), 6-59 (xx). Vs West Indies 1970-71 50(x), 25-0(x), 
25-0(x), 22 38{x), England '71 68 9(x), 10 8*{x), (0-33), England 72 73 27 3(xx), (3-34), (37-0), 
25-75*(x), 113 48(x) Vs England '74 40 50(xx), 52 5(xx), 28-25(xx), Vs West Indies 74-75, 

29 22(xx), 32 39(xx) (52 139) MOM(97* 46) MOM, 95 17(xx), Vs New Zealand 75 76 (0-11*), 

83 79(x) 4 20{xx), Vs West Indies 75 76 11 62(xx), 21(x), (41 112), 8(xx), Vs New Zealand 76-77 
(10 39), 68 I03*(x), (87 17) Vs England 76 77 3 18(xx), 35 3(xx), 9.6(xx), (13 79*), 4 5{x), Vs 
Australio 77 78 45 37(xx) 39 1(xxT, (59 54), (79) 89 73 (xx MOM), Vs Pakistan 78 79 145(x), 

20 83(xx) 0 Kxx), Vs West Indies 78 79 52(x), 70(x), 32(x), (124-31) MOM, 9(x), 179(x), Vs 
England 79 78 51(xx) 21 113(x) 1(x) 62 15(x), Vs Australia 79 80 17(x), 161*(x) 44 52),131(x 
MOM) 96 7(x), (10) Vs Pakistan 79 80 73(x), 4 34(x), (47 9), 2 17(x), 16), 13 13(x), Vs Englond 
79 80 11 5(xx), Vs Australia 80 81 26 24(xx) 3 16(x), (114 30) MOM, Vs New Zealand M 81 
0 9(xx), 7(x) 2 46(x) Vs England 81 82 (8 37), 3(x), 107(x), 15 0(x), 222{x MOM), 74(x) Vs 
England '82 1 3(xx) 54(x), 56 75*(x) Vs Sri Lanka 82 83 9 2 (x), Vs Pakistan 82 83 1 (x), 24 0 
(xx), 53 9 (xx) 0 37(xx) Did not bat (x) 10(x), 


Inninas Summary 



LANDMARKS 


Ducks 

10 

Runs 

innings 

Test 

Season 

lto9 

36 

1000 

30th 

16th 

1974 

10 to 25 

30 

2000 

53rd 

27th 

1975 76 

26 to 49 

30 

3000 

81st 

43rd 

1977 78 

50 to 75 

26 

4000 

96th 

53rd 

1979 

76 to 99 

9 

5000 

121st 

68th 

1979 80 

Above 100 

14 

6000 

151st 

88th 

1982 83 


Ditmitiol Summory 


Caught 85 

bowled 38 

Ibw 15 

Stumped 4 

Run out 3 

LBW Pismiitols 

In Indio 8 

(A2, WI2 E2 NZI, PI) 

In Australia 2 

In West Indies 1 

In New Zealand 1 

In England 1 

In Pakistan 2 



Dismissed most by 


Ian Botham 8 

John Lever 6 

Derek Underwood 6 

TonyGreig 5 

Imran Khan 5 

Lance Gibbs 4 

Vanburn Holder 4 

Jeff Thomson 4 

Ashley Mallett 4 

Jim Higgs 4 

Mike Hendrick 4 

Sorfraz Nawaz 4 

Richard Hadlee 4 


Note Figures in brackets indicate that India won the match MOM stands for'Man of the Match' * 
Signifies not out, x for Match drawn, xx for Match lost 







Braok up o# T«t oggregotu ogointt •uch country 


Against 

M 

1 NO 

R 

HS 

Avge 

C 

F 

O's 

Ct 

Australia 

18 

31 

2 

1538 

161* 

5303 

4 

9 

1 

15 

West Indies 

18 

28 

1 

1455 

179 

53 88 

4 

7 

1 

15 

>T wwt II IVIIw0 

England 

New Zealand 

30 

54 

4 

1880 

222 

3764 

4 

12 

3 

19 

9 

17 

2 

585 

103* 

3900 

1 

4 

2 

5 

Pakistan 

15 

23 

1 

611 

145 

28 61 

1 

3 

3 

8 

Sn Lanka 

1 

20 


11 

9 

550 

0 

0 

0 

• 

1 


91 

155 

10 

6080 

222 

41 93 

14 

35 

10 

“63 

In India 

48 

81 

7 

3502 

222 

4732 

10 

15 

3 

34 

Abroad 

43 

74 

3 

2578 

145 

36 39 

4 

20 

7 

29 

Vithwonoth 

in one-day Intemotionols 









'74 to 82 83 

25 

23 

1 

439 

75 

19 95 

0 

2 


3 


Highest score ogoinst West Indies ot Birminghom, World Cop-1979. 


HIS TEST CENTURIES 



Mins 

6s 

4 s 

Against 

Venue 

Season 

*137 

354 


25 

Aus 

Kanpur 

1969 70 

113 

267 

2 

18 

Eng 

Bombay 

1972 73 

139 

376 


23 

Wi 

Calcutta 

1974 75 

112 

220 

— 

15 

Wi 

Port of Spam 

1975 76 

103* 

147 


8 

Hz 

Kanpur 

1976 77 

145 

360 

— 

16 

Pak 

Faisalobad 

1977 78 

124 

346 

— 

17 

Wi 

Madras 

1978 79 

179 

419 


21 

Wi 

Kanpur 

1978 79 

113 

300 

_ 

12 

Eng 

Lord's 

1979 

161* 

425 

1 

11 

Aus 

Bangalore 

1979 80 

131 

275 


18 

Aus 

New Delhi 

1979 80 

124 

274 


11 

Aus 

Melbourne 

1980 81 

107 

268 

— 

14 

Eng 

New Delhi 

1981 82 

222 

632 

— 

31 

Eng 

Madras 

1981 82 


* The first ever cricketer to score a hundred on first class debut (230 for Mysore v Andhra Pradesh, 
Vijaywado 1967 68) as well as in Test matches Only other cricketer to emulate him was Dirk 
Wellham of Australia 

* His 222 against Englond at Madras in 1981 82 is the highest individual score by on Indion against 
England 

* His aggregate of 518 runs in the 6 Test series ogoinst Australia in India in 1979 80 is the highest 
by an Indian in an Indo Australian senes 

*His career aggregate of 1538 runs against Australia is the most by on Indian against Australia 

* Scored 1388 runs in the talendor year 1979 

* One of the ten cricketers to score six. consecutive fifties in Test cricket 





China Tees Off 


Golf is swinging again in China. And that means a massive 
world invasion of fiture Oriental champions who have been 
denied access to golfing greens for forty years, says 

Douglas Lowe 


the par 71 Chung Shan Hot 
Spring golf course m 73 
only a slight lack of finesse 
in his short game ptevent 
mg him shooting louei 
1 ht 18 students are the 
only Chinese golfers in Chi 
na and are the human result 




T HF Chun Sh ing Hot 
Sprmgs Coif Club is the 
first ever to be built in the 
Chmese People s Repubk 
It s also the first t ourse in 
the world wlit re vou need a 
visa befoie you can let off 
where prospective national 
diampKins act as < addits 
and wliere your bill might 
well be swallowed by i 
bufialo in a paddy fi< Id 
As a Scotsman from the 
(Woud home ot the game I 
expected a bit ol a sham 
bles when 1 visit* d tlus 
pioneering communist 
course with countryman 
Stewart Cuimmghain 
How wiongl was' 

1 learned that first of all 
from Wemjun Chen a 
C hinaman with a golden fu 
ture It IS likely that m the 
next five yeais ht will be 
repu sentmg his eountrv at 
gulf again* which is mak 
ing a r< appearane e m the 
People s R( public as 
diamatic as its disappear 
ante 4()yeai' ago whemit 
was labellc'd a pastime tor 
the nchand i classic exam 
pie of t stem de e adt iice 
Chen has been pt ]>ing 
golf for just ovei i ye ti ind 
^eady hits the ball with 
the authontv of a st isoned 
pro^^ional IheiOvtai 
(M, selected abng with 17 
others for A remarkable 
crash course m the game 
lias knocked the b.ill lound 


Begi nn f Win Jun Ctvn—although oniy 20. he l» alraedy approaching 


of Chmese leformist poll 
aes openmg the door to the 
»port as part of an attempt 
to attract tourism and trade 
to a speaai economic de 
velopment zone at /hong 
shan just over the border 
from the Portuguese tol 


ony of Macau 
Chung Shan, designed by 
golfing legend Arnold Pal 
mer and modelled on the 
style of Scottish links 
courses where a level he is 
aranty was opened m 
August, 1984, the first new 
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Writer Lowe (left) end photographer Steward Cunningham at the Chung Shan Hot Spring GoK Club 


golf course in Ciiina since 
i the Second World War. It 
was then decided that the 
communist country must 
have some golfers to go 
with it. 

In charge of the project 
is Peter Tang who came 
from Royal Hong Kong Golf 
Club ten years ago wViere 
he was the first Hong Kong 
Chinese professional. Tang 
and club general manager 
Aylwin Tai went to the local 
Sanxiang secondary school 
in search of talent. Out of 
500 interested children the 
physical education teacher 
whittled the number down 
to the 100 best athletically. 

Tang then spent a day 
with them, explaining the 
rudiments of the game and 
invitjng each one to make a 
few swings. On this basis 
an elite of 20 were chosen 
for a programme intended 
to develop them as China's 
g(^g pioneers and future 
sporting ambassadors 
ound the wchtM, 

"nie 'schedule of these 


children, aged between 15 
and 20, has been awe¬ 
inspiring. Everyday they 
arrived at the course at 6 
am for lessons and prac¬ 
tice, leaving the course at 
8.30 am to attend classes. 
At 3 pm they returned and 
resumed hitting balls until 
sunset. The following june 
they became full-time golf 
students, only two of them 
dropping out, leaving nine 
boys and gine girls. 

Since then they have 
played from 7 am until sun¬ 
set, seven days a week, 
every week, taking a break 
from play only to act as 
caddies for the small but 
growing number of foreign 
visitors who have been 
blazing the two-hour trail 
from Hong Kong to China 
for the unlikely reason of 18 
holes of golf. They are paid 
about £20 a month. 

Tang has taught them 
everytliing — lOT. s ranee, 
swing and the different 
uses of each club — with 
the result that all swdents 


are almost clones of himself 
with full swings and high 
majestic follow-throughs. 
Individuality can wait until 
the basics are well and truly 
moulded into shape. 

Chen, like the others, 
comes from the surround¬ 
ing farming commumt)' 
where the game is watched 
with little more tlwn a pa.s- 
sive curiosity. He told me: 
"Until last year 1 had never 
seen a golf club in my life. 
My first attempt was .m air 
shot, but I thought this was 
a good and interesting 
game. 

“If 1 had not been intro¬ 
duced to it I would liave 
hoped to become a basket¬ 
ball player. Now my ambi¬ 
tion is to become a profes¬ 
sional golfer and represent 
China in the World Cup. ” 

As he broke off con¬ 
versation to blast a drive 
250 yards up the fairway, 
Tai explained that none of 
the students had yet 
travelled outside Ciuna and 
had little comprehension of 


Peter Tang (the first 
Hong Kong Chinese 
pro) spent a day with 
them, explaining the 
rudiments of the 
game and inviting 
each one to make a 
few swings. On this 
basis an elite of 20 
were chosen for a 
programme intended 
to develop than as 
China's golfing 
pioneers and fotiire 
Importing ambassa¬ 
dors wround fhe 
world 






either the size of the game 
worldwide or the enormous 
prize and sponsorship 
money that coidd be m 
store for them. 

“ITrey have not seen golf 
on television, and althou^i 
they have seen maga¬ 
zines, they are in English 
Which they camwt fully 
understand. The only pro- 
fesakmal golfer they have ' 
i seen is Peter Tang. We do 
Mt want to use the mater¬ 
ialist world to attract them 
to golf but would like them 
to go into goll because tliey 
love playing the game, ” lie 
said. 

Chen lias a handicap of 
I eight and others are up to 
IS, but this is a different 
system from our own 
where we daren't beat our 
handicap lest it be cut. 
These students have been 
taught that a handicap is 


spmediing you must never 
go over and if you do you 
^uld feel shame. These 
handicaps can confidently 
be halved to give a western 
equivalent. 

The objective of reaching 
a handicap of scratch there¬ 
fore takes on a new mean¬ 
ing. Once they have 
achieved this — and from 
what I saw I wouldn't bet 
against it — they can be 
presumed ready to face the 
golfing world with confi¬ 
dence. 

Tang and Tai, however, 
are keeping their feet firm¬ 
ly on the ground. Profes¬ 
sional golf for these stu¬ 
dents is thou^t to be at 
least five years away, and 
there are no hopes of-pro¬ 
ducing an C^n or US Mas¬ 
ters champion this century. 
What is intended is that 
these young players will 


lead the way for the next 
generation and create a 
golfing dynasty which wfil 
tten provide a match fix' , 
the mighty West. 

Neither is there any 
room for complacency. 
Representing their country 
is a tremendous honour and 
motivating force but by no 
means do they have exclu¬ 
sive rights to H. A group of 
Chinese golfers has bera 
despatched to Japan for a 
similar course, a &ct the 
students have been made 
aware of to make them try 
harder, so much so that 
they consider the ultimate 
punishment is being told to 
stay away from the course 
for a day or two. 

At some time in the fu- • 
ture these two groups will 
be brought together when 
sparks will undoubtedly fly 
as they put their skills on 


the line against those who 
vie for the same dremn. ' { 
Govemmeirt recbgmtioo 
has also been forthcoming. ; 
Ta^ has been appointed 
China’s first national ^ 
coach and together with Ifis 
assistant professional, H«i ; 
Man Leung, Tang is form¬ 
ing the Chmese Profession- 
ai Golfers' Association, of 
which they are the tmly two 
members. 

The club has also had a 
visit from the Govern¬ 
ment’s golf association 
formed to keep a wary eye 
on the implications of this 
new game. Officials, none 
of whom had any previous 
connection with the game 
were fascinated to learn 
from Tang and Tai this 
brand new golfing lan¬ 
guage. 

The background to the 
course and its construction 



The CMrwM hills ars ones mors sitvs to ths hsslthy sound of Iron club on gott bsM 
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VlaKInfl JapaneM bualnaaaman Him up tor an Invigorating tour of the Chung Sang couraa 


IS equally fast nuting It is 
tht Diamthild of Hong 
Kong businessman Hcnn 
Fok ont oi the coionv s 
richest mi n who deals ui 
real estate shipping and 
transpiutation including a 
flee t of jcttuils whii h run 
betie t en Hong Kong and 
Macau and owns bve casi 
iiosmMaeau In part 
nership le ith anothei 
businessman Y T Cheng 
he mv ested around £2m in 
the clubhouse ind course 
built on 600 hectares of 
gr iiind at the foot of s hiU 
(ailed Kito Mi (stre am 
ahead) Chung Shan itself 
means middle of the moun 
tarn 

The patriotic 1 ok witn 
the blessing of the Beijing 
Government thenconwras 
SKined Arnold Palmer to 
design the course on vi hat 
was then wasteland too 
laieven tor agriculture Pal 
mer spent four davs 1 lymg 
out the holes leaving &e 
details to his architect Ed 
Sei 

Near endless lorr> loads 
of topsoil were brought in 
and etched into shape by up 


to 2000 Chinese workers 
cachpaidiladaj Onlv 
two bulldozers were used 
as concessions to modem 
methods 

I he I esult just over four 
ye us after work be gun is 
greens and tec s a hich 
would pass forchuiii 
pionship qualitv anvwhc i e 
in the world and acec pt 
I able fairwa>s which stiU 
' need a few yc ars to mature 
j but which the club feels 
ct rtaui will soon reach the 
same grade 

There will be an amatcut 
open later this 1 ear and 
there is now excite d talk of 
a China Open at Chung 
bhan m November 1987 
with Arnold Palmer himself 
leading a glittering array of 
golfing talent to mark Chi 
na s aiiival on the mtema 
tional golfing map 
TTie links with Hong 
Kong are important Chuia 
already has two other golf 
courses and seven more 
are expected to o[ en in the 
next two years, all except 
Chung bhan under 
Japanese ownership 
The Bujmg Govern 


ment no doubi with the 
date 1987 verv much in 
mind when Hong Kong re 
verts to Chini has set a 
condition of devtlopmc nt 
that all courses arc subject 
to a maximum of i 20 year 
lease by which time they 
will come undu Chinese 
control 

When there isfiet liavcl 
I etruss the Lhiiicsc boi It 
these c OUT St swill pi ovide i 
I nalmal linkage with Hong 
Kong where in addition to 
I I aniing wluih h<is three 
courses tlicie at< tour 
othei tiubs ill with It ngthv 
waiting lists we ilthv 
business ntri being among 
these sliaiiiuig at the bit to 
become membtis 

Chung Shan has 
dttracte d 200 founde r 
members all from leross 
the border and a mixtuu ol 
Hong Kong Chine se 
Japan* st ind F utojitans 
1 hert ^re e vt n two Anitr 
1 C in members Ihcit'aic 
no Chine sc me mbe rs Fhis 
Is not sueh an odd anange 
nwiit bet luse tiie club is 
les tlian two houib from 
Hong Kong bv jcifoil to 


Macau and then hy 
limousine or bus into C hin i 
thereby making act e * s 
easy prosidmg money is no 
object 

Although cheap by 
Japanese standards entr 
ante fee IS il AOUand 
annual subscriptions are 
around £J60 and expccte.d 
to nse once business takes 
off Transport to and ft om 
Hong Kong for four players 
IS moic thin £100 but once 
vou are there it is compara 
tneiycheap 
Accommodation in the 
idjouung luxury Hot Spring 
lesoit IS little more than 
£10a night and for Li you 
can cat hkc a king in the 
clubhouse wheie there is a 
11 sidcnt chef cooking both 
Chinese and Furopcan 
meals For non members 
there is an an additional 
green fee ol around £20 
Visitors tan arrange the tr 
tnps throujdi C hung Shan 
offices in Hong Kong and 
Micau where visas i an be 
arrange d within 24 hours 
I he clubhouse IS the last 
word in luxury and feature's 
1 natural spa hath 1 he 
int( noi IS de eorate d in 
wood and marble while 
much of the extenor is in 
hind eaivcd gi iiiitc the 
skilk d 11 aftsme n can be 
seen chipping away in per 
petuitv a few hundred 
V lid:, away 

1 won t te Ih ou what we 
scnied but the adjoining 
paddy fields where oxen 
still plougli the fiiriow is 
out of bounds and piovides 
a watery grave for gold 
balls 

Sutfiee to siy that we 
I (ilk d it a dav at the lAth 
pirtlvber lust time was 
running out and partly be 
cause a return to the club 
housi wasuejuircd tor the 
second tunc to pure base 
I tmnt bills 

I lu lasting iRiprc ssion ol 
till dtvck>|)m< nt was om 
ofadniration I only won 
del what the Chinese cad 

dies made of us as a pea 
tunes 
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G reg NORMAN. the great white 
shark of the world golf circuit, 
finally proved that he can claim to be 
one of the biggest fish in the sea. 

By winning the British Open at 
Tumbeiry over the weekend. Nor¬ 
man, who has been called an assort¬ 
ment of names during the past year 
including "Choker”, by a spectator at 
the US. Masters, finally proved that 
he's got tJie bottle to win a major golf 
title. He has been in the lead on the 
last day of the last tee major tourna¬ 
ments but has invariably let it slip 
away from him but this time he was 
determined to be there when it mat¬ 
tered most. His cause was helped 
enormously on the first hole, when his 
playing partner and nearest rival. 
Tommy Nakajitna who was just one 
stroke behind, dropped two shots 
after a near perfect drive. 

'That extended Norman’s lead to 
three and two holes later that lead was 
five shots when he holed out from a 


sand bunker from about 65 feet. If 
there were any butterffies in Nor¬ 
man’s belly at the start of the round, 
then 1 guess by the third hole it was all 
settled nicely and an enormous weight 
had been taken off the Australian’s 
shoulders. 'Though the Japanese Num¬ 
ber One reduced the gap to three with 
a birdie at the seventh, he drove into a 
bunker at the next and any crisis for 
Norman was averted. 

Norman, who missed the 36 h(^ 
cut at Tumberry nine years ago, now 
bestrides the golfing world tike a blond 
colossus. To the 547,000 dollars' he 
has won on the US tour already this 
year—the Florida based Queenslan¬ 
der now adds the 70,000 pounds Open 
cheque, but more importantly he has 
made the big break through in style. 
Now that he has done it once, few will 
want to bet against him doing it again 
and again. His previous highest Open 
finish was sixth to Seve Ballesteros at 
St. Andrews two years ago, but from 
the moment he shot a brave 74 in the 
worst of the weather on day one there 
was little doubt he would improve on 
that. 

The toiling Nakajitna was now 
labouring to hold on to second place 
after fining the knee-high rough on 
several occasions and the stream that 


juards the IGth tee for the second 
successive day and he crashed to a 
wretched 77 and eighth place. With 
his demise, Gordon Bram of York¬ 
shire, the ^ year old silent man of . 
British golf, stepped in with an ea^ 
at the 17 hole wtuch took him mto 
clear seccnid place with an overall total 
of 285—five over par. The £50,000 
cheque is easily the largest of his 
career. The biggest surprises of die 
day came firom a pair never really in 
vrith a chance when the last round 
started die top two in the world, 
Ballesteros and Langer. Seve 
obviously felt more at home on the 
sundrenched last day that in the wind 
of the previous three rounds and his 
last round of 64 included seven birdies 
that took him into joint with. 

Langer, the latest father on the 
circuit after, his wife Vikki ^ve birth 
to a nine pound girl was inspired as he 
shot a round of ^ for joint third place. 
But this was Norman’s day of con¬ 
quest and once more the Oi^ has a 
champion of undoubted merit Final 
scores: 280 G. Norman (Australia) 

285 G. Brand (Eng), 286 B. Langer 
(W. Germany), 1. Woosnam (Wales). 
287 N. Faldo (Eng). 288 S Ballester- 
oes (Spain), G Koch (US). 

K /Hc hMl King, Lomhn 


Greg ‘The Choker’ Normen with the British Open Cup. It's been a long time coming 





O NE of the toughest 
things for a 'ughly- 
trained athlete to accept is 
fatigue. He just cannot 
understand it. After ha^^ 
put in so many hours of 
dedicated training, how can 
he run out of energy? For 
someone like me, howev¬ 
er, there is hardly any time 
to devote to physic^ bet¬ 
terment. If at m you do get 
time to grab a swim or a 
couple of games of badmin¬ 
ton, you find yourself in a 
state of fatigue quite soon. 

It was while tr}dng to 
understand the basics be¬ 
hind fatigue that I chanced 
upon a book on sports 
medicine by Aloke Ghosh. 
One of the chapters was 
dedicated to fatigue and it 


f afforded a revealing. 


although confusing, view. 
This instalment is directed 
at letting you, whether 
athlete or office goer (even 
then I consider you an 
athlete, in this era of public 
transport!), know the 
reasons behind your feeling 
fatigued. 

it is almost impossible to 
measure fatigue. That 
means, you cannot say ‘I’m 
feeling 102 degrees of faU- 
l^e’, but you can feel very 
tired—or even very, very 
tired. Since we are on the 
topic of sport, it should be 
an athlete that we should 
deal with primarily. From 
there it should be possible 
to fiind out how It affects us 
day-to-day athletes. 

One of the first things an 
athlete has to accept is that 
there are basically two 
types of fatigue. He can get 
physically fatigued. Or he 
could encounter fatigue of 
the psychological kind. The 
first t]^ affects him at any 
time or place. If he trained 
hard, he couM feel his mus¬ 
cles getting sore and 
heavy. But this is an almost 
pleasant experience. 

Ask any athlete, and he 
wfll tell you that the tired 
feeling sets in when he 
has tud a satisfying work¬ 
out is an alm^t welcome 
feefing. It gives lum no 




TNESS 


Fatigue in sport 
fitness 


cause for anxiety as he 
knows that he has not in¬ 
jured anything, merely 
stretched himself to a limit 
that is well within the levels 
of safety. 

As for the second varie¬ 
ty, psychological fatigue is 
a more deadening type of 
fatigue. While physical fati¬ 
gue wfll seep away from 
your bones and muscles 
after a while leaving you fit 
and bouncy, psychological 
fatigue seeps into your sys¬ 
tem and can make you quite 
a grouch till you manage to 
get rid of It. 

This psychological fati- 
is most likely to occur 
in cases where there is a 
level of competition. When 
training m your home 
ground, you are under no 
pressure to do your best. 
Inhere is no impelling com¬ 
pulsion to get everything 
right in that single moment. 
But the moment you know 
that you have just one 
chance and it all depends on 
your performance, you de¬ 


velop psychological fatigue. 
Your mouth starts to dry 
and your legs heavy. A 
feeling of uneasiness mean¬ 
ders through your limbs 
even as you fight to get 
your thoui^ts together in 
channelling everything into 
the final effort. 

Another facet of fatigue 
is that it need not be gener¬ 
alised. Depending on the 
muscle or region that you 
are placing stress on, you 
will find that fatigue sets in 
corresptindingly. With jog¬ 
gers, it may be shin sore¬ 
ness, especially if you run 
on hard surfaces. With a 
sprinter, it is the hamstring 
and calf muscles that take 
most of the strain. Throw¬ 
ers use their pectoral mus¬ 
cles or the shoulders and 
upper back, 

A heavy workout may 
leave an a&lete sore in the 
region that has been ex¬ 
erted. But that is a pin 
that hefijs. The entire idea 
of fatigue, and thereby 
pain, is a precautionary 



one. When an athlete 
trains, he could go on and 
on depending on lus level of 
fitness. The fitter he is, the 
longer be could go on. But 
that is where the mind 
comes in. Mental drive can 
win the battle of mind and 
body and drive the body to 
ignore the warning signs 
^t it sends out 

The pain that fati^e 
brinp nith it is a warning. 
It signals the athlete that 
his muscles are tired and 
that further exertion is 
going to do more harm than 
good. This does not mean 
that the moment you feel 
any fatigue, you stop. Hiat 
defeats the entire idea of 
sport. Sport is competition, 
and you have to push your¬ 
self to extremes in order to 
succeed. But there conies 
a time when you have to | 
take into the account, the 
signals sent out by your 
b^y. 

Tliis is where your train¬ 
ing plays its role. If you and 
me decide to compete in a 
marathon, our bodies will 
be sending panic signals in 
half an hour’s time. Howev¬ 
er. a higftly trained athlete 
can go on longer before his 
body informs his brain that 
the muscles are tired and 
cannot go on much longer. 

The medical side of fati¬ 
gue can explained as M- 
lows; athletes have a lower 
pulse rate during restinj} 
than normal people and u 
the pulse rate goes up by 
10 beats, the atliJete can be 
termed as fatigued. Deep 
breathing will ease the 
pressure of the heart, but if 
the situation still persists, 
fatigue is probable. 

As Ghosh explains it, ‘An 
early presymptomatic sign 
of fatigue is a rise of diasto¬ 
lic blood pressure, whereas 
the systolic blood pressure 
may rise, fall or remain 
static. The electrocardio¬ 
gram is also useful in gain¬ 
ing evidence of fatigue for 
there is evidence that a 
person’s E.C.G. readkig is 
not constant but varies 
activity'. 

(To be oontinusd) 













Top: Martina Navratilova alta with har paranta 
In thair homo naar Prague. She returned to 
her homeland for the Federation Cup, for the 
firat time alnee her defection to the US in 
1975 

Bottom middle: Auatrallan I.B.F. World 
Bantamweight Champion ifaff Fenaeh hoMo 
hla ehanmlonahip belt while US contender 
Steve McCrory (right) completea iaat minute 
preparations prior to their fight 

Extreme right: Stanley Kerr of the US finishea 
nrst In the 100m of die Wortd Junior 
Championships at Athena. 

Right Top: Loranu Wright of the US lies on 
canvas after being knocked out by 
Rualan Taramov of the USSR at the QoodwHi 
Games In Moscow 

Photographs: Associated Press 













NIWSKPM® 










Capital Notes 


I ndia’s success m Eng¬ 
land has defi^ted nobody 
moM than Desh Prem 
Asad, Kapil Dev's longtune 
coach. “I am really happy," 
he gushed. "People here 
criticised Kapil’s captainiv 
for a long time With the 
victory they will Ik* si 
lenced. Kapil has pioved 
himself.” 

Though A/ad s faith in 
Kapil IS absolute, he con 
cedes, though leluctantly, 
that the Indian skipper did 
make mistakes in the past. 
"Vie weie beaten in Shar¬ 
jah, and in cncket the cap¬ 
tain has to take the blame 
for the team's perform¬ 
ance ” However Azad is 
quick to point out Kapil’s 
success: "Don't forget he 
won India the World Cup ” 
Does Kapil seek his 
advice, 1 asked “Yes, he 
does He has an open mmd 
1 was in Enjdand recently 
and we regul^iy talked ab¬ 
out strategy. One piece of 
advice I always give hnn is 
to play aggressively There 
IS no point in being too 
defensive. Restrictive tac¬ 
tics and containment do 
not suit him.” 

Kapii IS only one of the 
many cricketers who have 
made good under Azad’s 
guidance. As NIS coach in 
Chandigarh he has 
groomed Chetan Sharma, 
Ashok Malhotra, Yograj 
Singh and sever^ others. 
Haryana’s progress in 
^domestic cncket is, m part, 
due to Azad’s untiring 
efforts. 

“1 prefer to start with 
boys from a young age. But 
1 change them slowly, be¬ 
cause the child must be 
allowed to develop natural¬ 
ly. Flaws have to be sorted 
out one by one, and this 
takes time.” 

Of a& his students Azad 
IS, quite naturally, most 
thrilled about Kapil "Right 
from the beginnuig his ta¬ 
lent was evident What 
really impressed me was 
his commitment. Kapil 
would practise for hours, 
and he was always deter¬ 
mined to do wdl.” 


AFIF.K a year’s stmt as 
national coach, Gurcharan 
Singh IS lestgnmg his job. 
“There are two reasons for 
this,” he told me. "I be¬ 
came a coach m 1969 after 
playing Ranji Trophy for 
thirteen years, because 
Lala ^namath and Duleep 
smh|i encouraged me. 
Smee then I wanted to 
reach the top M> life’s 
ambition has now been 
achieved becondlv, 1 want 
to coach in Delhi’s NIS 
again ” 

As national coach, Gur¬ 
charan Singh conducted 
camps for juniors and su¬ 
pervised the Indian team's 
preparation before tours 
abroad “I made it clear to 
the team that the mlention 
IS not to coach but to prac¬ 


tise for six hours a day as 
desired by the Board.” 

Are the players senous 
in these camps? "The 
tendency is ^o take it easy 
but a lot depends on the 
person running the show. 
Sometimes a player just 
picks up his gear and walks 
off alter battmg Others 
plead they are tired and 
avoid hard work ” 

“I slopped this and in¬ 
sisted they stay on the 
field If somebody was 
hanging around, 1 would 
take him aside and give him 
catching practice Kapil set 
a good exampIc.He always 
ensured that the bovs rt 
lived on time If somebodv 
was late, he was left be 
hind ’’ 

How come the Indian 


team still contain unfit play¬ 
ers? “Some players are 
carrying injuries. They 
have bandages all over 
them! Another has a bad 
shoulder and can’t throw. 
Still, there was little I could 
do except make a written 
report After this it is up to 
the Board to take action. 

“Fitness is something 
personal. The player has to 
work during the off season, 
but with the amount they 
play, there is no time.” 

in Delhi, Gurcharan has 
worked very hard and his 
efforts have produced a 
steady stream of talented 
youngsters. A popular 
coach, Gurcharan’s com¬ 
mitment is complete, and 
when his trainees do well 
his joy IS obvious. 

“1 am happy, Maninder is 
finally doing justice to his 
ability He is immensely 
talented but somehow in 
the last few years he wasn’* 
bowling like a Test player 
Maybe his breaks came too 
earlv. But now he has un¬ 
proved ‘Manni’ has gamed 
m confidence and now looks 
like takmg a wicket all the 
time ’’ 

Some flaws, like not 
coming close enough to the 
stumps and landing uncer 
fainly in the delivery stiide, 
need to be lectilied “We 
are working on these,” said 
Guiiharan “Manni’s run 
up IS too diagonal for coro- 
mg close to the stump. 
Technicallv he is very 
sound. He just needs ex¬ 
perience 1 am absolutely 
certain that in a year or two 
he will Ijecome a very fine 
Test bowler ” 

For every left-arm spm- 
ncr Gurcharan holds the 
example of Bishan Bedi. 
Regarding off-spmners, he 
feels there is no better 
model than Prasanna. What 
about batsmen? Gurchar¬ 
an’s reply is munediate; 
“There is nobody like Sunil 
Gavaskar. He is superb. 
His technical correctness 
siKHild be a lesson to ev¬ 
ery young player." 
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Taxf Diver 

U—^tums 

D edication can take vanous 
fbnns diese days England judo 
enxment Ray Stevens compel^ at 
Edenburgh ^ter doing battle with a 
U—^turning taxi mth whidi he came 
mto violent collision vdide cyding to 
do a practice session 
He had to do a back somersault to 
save himself from serious injury, "1 
landed quite well—you team how to 
frfl m judo" said Stevens 
Stevens then earned his bike—or 
vdiat remained of it—^to his club and 
despite his bruises, took part m 90 
nunutes of free fighting 
“1 can t take tune off from training 
this close to the game ' said the 
dedicated man 


Uciuid Assets 

No dnnking while dnving 

KIIGEL MANSELL could barely 
IN stand up after winning the British 
Grand Pnx at Brands Ha^ last 
month It had been a pafbculatly lurd 
hot dnve and Mansell’s exhaustion 
was subsequently blamed on the fret 
that the reserve car winch he had 
been foaed to dnve had not b^n 
fitted with a a refreshment bottle 
This however was not an oversight 
on the part of the Williams team 
At the press of a switch a dnver can 
pump a pmt of water or glucose 
throu^ a tube into his mouth 
In fact the Williams team say that 
Mansell could have had a bottle if he 
so desired and that ui any case he 
rarely uses it 
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Video Nasty 

Being taken for a nde 

B rian LOCKYER. a 48 year old 
window cleaner hit the headlines 
when he finished the London 
Marathon m a fine tune of 2 In 23 mm 
28 sec Now he makes news agam He 
has been disqualified. 

After a number of people rang to 
question Lockyer s fast tune the offi 
ual video of the racr was studied and 
Lockyer could rait be seen from the 
twelfth mile of the race to the twenty 
fifth 

Said Lockyer It s a load of old 
tofi*^ Although 1 vc been runnuig for 
five years I tram nearly every day and 
am extremely fit There was a mix up 
over my race number and this delays 
the results service bj two hours It 
infuriated the organisers 
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Diary 


July 1 he Indian 
football team nus- 
suiK I hances as usual, man¬ 
age to come back from 
behind and hold Indonesia 
I toal 1 drawmtheMerde 
ka Cup football touma 
n»nt CanuUo Gonsalves s 
goal salvages some pnde 
wlndia 

Edwm Moses extends his 
400m hurdle s winning 
stieaktol] fneesashi 
cruises past the opposition 
atanathktK meet in Piiis 
With an exte llent tuning of 
47 67 seconds Moses was 
treated to a standing ova 
tion from the capacitv 
crowd 


July India arc humi 
bted 3 0 by hosts 
Malaysia m the Merdeka 
Cup football tournament 
Two exemplary goals by 
striker Zainal Abidin and 
poor finishing by the Indi 
ans were the highlights of 
the match 

*1 est debutant Martyn 
Moxon hits a skilful un 
beaten 74 as England are 
comfortably set it 284 for 5 
at dose on the first day’s 
play in their first Test 
against New Zealand 

1 wenty two players nKlud 
mg 1982 World Cup stars 
like Paulo Rossi, Dino Zoff 
and Bruno Ccmti are sub¬ 
ject to an inve$ti{^tion re¬ 
garding alleged illegal 
Uansfei of money mto 
Italy 


July Hana Mandhko 
va Czechoslova 
kia s errant tennis star mar 
nes Jan Sedlak m Prague s 
old town hall Immediately 
alter the ceremoity she was 
back on tlie court practising 
for the I'ederation Cup 

Sharon Bowes and Guy Lo 
non of Canada, a lapid fire 
pistol pairs team, wm the 
first gold medal of the Edtn 


burgh Commonwealth 
Games 

lohn Ml k ni ot ifli i i six 
month sell iiTi{Kised exilt 
madt w 01 Id Number Ont 
Ivan Lendl struggk lit tore 
losing 4 6 () I f> 7 in what 
i lonstdertd Ihi In ginning 
(f liisiomibIlk 


July Playmg mspu-e 
'jtKier India beat 
d« It ndmg champions South 
Kot t a 4 4 m the Merdeka 
C up tootball tournament 
I wo goal bv Knshanu IX v 
and one tath by V P 
Sathyin and Maunic Alfan 
so dispt Ued all doubts ol 
Indii s scormg abilitv 

< Ihviously struik b> the 
dismal conditions in Mex 


ICO, Belgium’s World Cup 
stars have decided to give 
up part of their bonuses to 
help five under pnvileged 
youngstets m Mexico 

Martin Crowe, New Zea 
land s foremost batsman 
enh inits his leputation 
with a sparklmg century 
agamst F ngland m the first 
lest 1 he Kiwis were 342 
for nme in them first innmgs 
m reply lo England s score 
of «)7 


July Martina Navra 
tilusd casih defe 
ated liana Mandbkova 7 5 
6 1 to timeh VIIlory for the 
IFS in the tm ils of the 
hederationCiip Maitina 
was m control tor most of 
the match and her victun 


gave the US ther 12th 
victory in this women’s 
team championship 

Undaunted by a contmuous 
drizzle and a temble track 
Asha Aggarwal and Han 
Singh cruised comfortably 
to victory m the women’s 
and men s section respec¬ 
tively of the national Bata 
marathon championship 
While neither runner clock¬ 
ed a hist timing they have 
qualified themselves for the 
Asian Games m Seoul 


July Playing with his 
usual flaiir and skill 
Diego Maradona scored an 
opportunistic goal and a 
wuining penalty to lead the 
America s to victory over 
the Rest of tilt World Fhe 
proceeds of the match will 
go to the victims of the 
earthquake in Mexico last 
year 

Canadian Ben Johnson con 
tinned his effort to prove 
that he is the fastest runner 
m the world clocking an 
impressivt 10 07 seconds 
to win the gold at the Edm 
burgh C ommonwealth 
Games 


July Graham Gooch 
scored a tempes 
tous 183 to help England 
force a i-aw agamst New 
Zealand m their first Test 
matdi The final scores 
were Enjdand 307 and 295 
for SIX declared And New 
Zealand 342 and 41 for two 

Playing guarded watchful 
iliess lately Karpov set 
tied for draw with champion 
Gam Kasparov m their m 
augural match of the world 
chess championships 

Olympic champion Steve 
Redgrave set the Edm- 
burgh Commonwealth 
Games on fire by winning 
his tlurd gold medal Red 
grave las now Won golds m 
me coxless pairs coxed 
tours and single sculls 


John McEnroe humiliated by Kevin Curren in 
Wimbledon last year has started his comeback 
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Hlgfi-PowM«d Sportsfolk 

WASHINGTON Hi^-powered speed-boats are US Vice- 
President Bush’s antidote to the stress of life ui public 
office. Recently he tsroug^t one that was so fest, the 
Secret ServKe had to borrow hi^ speed Drug Enforce¬ 
ment vessels to keep pace and cover’ 

Th* Goal Stoiy 

MEXICO Goalscorers have odd ways of celebrating a 
victory hit Socrates of Brazil philosophically trots back to 
the centre, one finger held aloft, Altobelli of lUdy is 
unmoved and displays no emotion whatsoever, out Luis 
i^res of Mexico has this unusual thing about lifting his 
jersey hi^ to reveal his stomach, as he does a short 
victory lap rovmd the pitch No one quite knows why 
althoii^ fus female fans are not complaining He has a 
very "attractive stomach’ they say For victorv that is 


HIs Her Flame 

BENFLEET A football crazy ii year old Enghshwoman 
Janice Hams has this temble crush on Argentinian ace 
Maradona, and she did somethmg about it 
She paid a lawyer £3 to change her name to tndude his 
as well as that of her favourite English club She’s now 
Jandiego Janice Jennifer Dorothy Arsenal Maradona He s 
smashmg" said the new Miss Maradona who s covered 
the walls of her home with pictures of her soccer idol and 
1 don’t care about the Falklwds and ail that 1 m just 
obsessed with him Good going Madonna' 

Catty Remark 

BOB HOPE says His cat Bob is his best golf entit “He 
hisses every tone I forget a stroke 

Bemie Tallis 
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"Let's mdee the skiers in Colorado hqppy. 
Got any quarters?" 


'Ever feel you've been siom-dunked 
through the hoop of life?" 
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FOOTBALL 

In this extract, the author K. Bhaskaran describes the 
abilities, genius and rise of football’s most entertaining 
sect: the strikers and schemers. From Tommy Lawton 
and Uwe Seeler to Kevin Keegan and Johann Cryuff, he 
portrays some wonderful images of the men and the 
game. Published by Orient Longman, the book is priced 

at Rs 130 


T he Austrian Wunder team had 
several stars in Rudi Hiden, 
Seszta, skipper Smistik, Zis- 
tliek and Bican But none of 
them was as luminous as Mathias 
Sindelar, regarded as the finest Au 
slrian playet of all time 'Der 
Papierene’ as ht was known because 
of his spindly tegs and frail looks, the 
tall centre forward symbolised Au 
stnan artistry at its best, all brain and 
flexibility and no brawn, technical vir 
tuosity and endless tncks To com 
pensatc foi his lack of weight he had a 
rasping shot that underlined exquisite 
timing as it flew into the goal He 
seldom displayed this, instead prefer¬ 
ring to walk, or rather datKc with the 
bail into the net 

bindelar modelled himself on 
Hungarian Kalman Kcairad, who play¬ 
ed as a professional for hK Austria m 
the midtwenties His sudden twists 
and turns, that his lolleagues dtvmed, 
bemused and baffled his rivals He 
made mou goals fur his teammates 
than he scor^ himself Tragically this 
selfless genius killed himself at the age 
of thirty five in a gas filled room, after 
a Wunderteam colleague betray^ him 
to the. Naris as part Jewish 
Two suits two pairs of slxies and 
two pairs of gloves clinched for Uru 
guayan club Bomsucesso 'the Bl«:k 
Diamond’ who had made his debut for 
Brazil against Uruguay when <»ily 18 
With Dommgas da Guia, Leonidas da 









Silva was the most pnzed Brazilian of 
the Thirties and played m the World 
Cups of 1934 and 1938 In the latter 
he was the top marksman with ei^t 
goals ‘0 Homen Borracha' (the rub 
her man) was rested from the 1938 
semi-final against holders and eventual 
champions Italy, because of Brazil's 
overconfidence m making the final 
Renowned for his acrobatics and bicy- 
de kick, the much-travelled centre 
forward or mside-nght, who was cap 
^ 23 times, was reckoned by many 
Brazilians to be the equal of Pete He 
retired in 195U coached Sao Paulo, 
before becoming a radio commentator 
and then a private detective 
Toull never be as good as Dean’ 
said the tram ccmductor densively to 
Tommy Lawton The 18-year-old had 
just bera signed by Eveiton as under¬ 
study to and eventual replacement for 
the holder of the record for goal- 
scoraig in a season in the Football 
League Dixie Dean, who suffered a 
skull fracture in a motor-cycle acci¬ 
dent in 1926, got sixty goals in 1927- 
28, three of them m chmpions Ever- 
ton’b last game against Arsenal and 
the last of these with a powerful 
header to beat George Camsell’s mark 
of fifty-nine set m the Second Division 
the previous season Lawton had to 
contend with defences that had tight¬ 
ened their vigil m the decade since 
Dean achieved his feat Yet, in his first 
two seasons with Everton, he was the 
First Dnnsion’s top-scorer with twen 
ty-eight and thirty-five goals, besides 
gaming the Championship medal m the 
second Ihen the war took away his 
best years Later he played for 
Chelsea, Third Division Notts County, 
Brentford and lastly for First Division 
champions Arsenal, who sought the 
benefit of his experience and maturity 
Twenty-two goals m twenty-dvra 
mtemationals was not the onlv reason 
for Lawton being rated the finest 
centre forward England have ever 


'Golden head' Koscis 
(left) scored seventy-five 
goals in sixty-eight 
matches for the Magical 
Magyars 
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had. He was a complete leader of the 
attack, as good m the air as Dean, able 
to withstand without retabiting the 
heaviest and roughest of tackles, 
shoot powerfully and accurately with 
either foot, especially on the volley, 
tUsplay excellent contiol. hit fine 
sweeping passes to the wings and had 
remaiiuble lightness of foot lor a tall, 
well-built man 

Normall\ one wlio put tln‘ finishmg 
touches, I^awton at Notts County, 
j Brentlord and Arsenal played deeper 
I and created chances for others before 
the Hunganans made it the fashion on 
their conquering visit in November 
195.1. thought It was the presence of 
high 1 alibi c pLiyers tliat enabled Nan- 
dor Hidegkuti to wieck England cen¬ 
tre-back Harry Johnston m the tude- 
and-seek he played 

Hidegkuti made a successful debut 
as an insidc-nght with two goals in a 
7-2 win over Rumania in 1945 De¬ 
spite playing in every position m the 
forward line, he was in and out of the 
Hungarian team till he replaced Voros 
Lobogo teammate Peter Palotas in the 
1952 Olympics sc*<ond round match 
against Italy An attacking midfielder, 
Palotas lacked powet in shooting 
Hidegkuti suffered horn no such de¬ 
ficiency In sixty c'lght appearances 
for Hungary, most of them ui the last 
SBC years, he accounted for thirtv-nme 
goals. But it was not so much lus 
scoring ability as his veisatility, ener¬ 
gy and mteihgence that made him the 
rame's first great deep lying centre 
forward. 

With the last seconds of extra time 
m the 1970 World Cup semi-final 
against Italy ticking away, skippei 
Seelei cliarnctensttcaUv strove to re¬ 
trieve the ball and neutralise West 
Germany's 3-4 deficit. With him West 
Germany were never found wanting jn 
effort. Indeed, \n bis absence, if the 
team were sloppy the chant ‘Uwe, 
Owe' would nse to a crescendo to 
oispire the p/aveis to lift themselves 
up by then boot laces 

No one typified better the German 
courage and indefatigable spirit. Twice 
his caieei seemed at an end, and 
twKe he fought back to lead hts 
country in the World C ups in 1966 and 
1970, he had made his maik m the 
1958 and 1%2 World Cups as a short, 
stocky centre forward who Idled hmn- 
self above rivals as much bv the spring 
and powei of his kgs as b\ lus deep 
absoiptioii in the game. Then, in 
1965, he tore his Acfnlles tendon, had 
healthy tendons from the other leg, 
and a jdastic heel, inserted. He work¬ 


ed his way back to fitness to help 
West Gennany defeat Sweden with 
the second go^ in the 2-1 victory and 
quahfy for the final rounds of the 1966 
World Cup. With the emergence of 
Gerd Muller, it seemed that he would 
not find a i^ce, but Seeler held his 
ground and had his finest World Cup m 
the energy-sappmg beat and albtude 
of Mexiw. He adapted his play to fit 
as a midfielder on the alert for the 
chance to surge into the penalty area. 
The understandmg that Muller and he 
revealed gave the he to fears of 
confrontation between two men seek¬ 
ing the same roles In the event the 
German skipper’s unselfish rok had 


Seeler roamed all over the 
field, made it easy for his 
colleagues to find him, 
created space and 
chances for the Bayern 
Munich sp>earhead, and 
was acclaimed as the 
man of the tournament 
by most critics 


much to do with Muller finishing as the 
lop scorer with ten goals. Seeler 
roamed all ovei the field, made it easy 
for his colleagues to find him, created 
the space and chances for the Bayern 
Munich spcaihead, and was acclaimed 
as the man of the tournament bv most 
cntics 

Seeler. who at seventeen made hffi 
international debut in 1954 and played 
seventy-two internationals besides 
two games for the Rest of Euiope and 
one for the Rest of the Woild, was the 
top marksman in West Germany five 
tones with Hamburg Sport Verein, the 
club for which his father and elder 
brother Dieter also turned out. Italian 
dubs, especiatly Intemazionak, temp¬ 


ted him witii tng offers. But the 
agency of Adidas that he secured 
t&ou^ Sepp Herberger he^;>ed the 
thnee West German Footballer of the 
Year, who was also awarded the title 
of Ehrenspiel fiihrer (honorary captam 
of the national team) and tte Grand 
Cross of the Order of Merit of the 
Federal Republic of Gennany, fimdy 
reject them 

T he first player to be conferred the 
title of honorary captam of a naticmal 
team, Fntz Walter took the 1954 World 
Cup as the stage on which to display his 
talent to organise and hedd together a 
team and translate on the field the 
strategy worked out by the team mana¬ 
ger. Sepp Herberger paid the compli¬ 
ment of persuading the Kaiseilautem 
schemer to continue m the national team 
in defence of the title m Sweden. By 
then the tall, skilful, precise passer of 
the ball was thirty-seven, an age idien 
lew can contmue to be the dynamo of an 
mtemational team He was but one of 
the three fi’om the winning side of 1954, 
the others being wingers Hans Schaefer 
and Helmut Rdhn, who had scored two 
of the goals m the 3-2 shock victory over 
Hungary in Berne He steered West 
^rmany into the semi-final, m which 
Sweden’s Parhng rendered hmi hors de 
combat with a dreadful foul He was 
earned off sixteen minutes from the end 
and West Germany, who had taken the 
lead tliroiigh Schaefei's stmgmg 25-yard 
shot, conceded the last two goals m thenr 
1-3 loss after Walter’s exit He was 
unable to play the third place match 
against Fiance 

Hungary, had an insidc-torward tno 
that brooked little opposibon, thou^ 
West Germany thwarted them in the 
1954 World Cup final by cramping deep- 
lymg centre forward Nandor Hidegkuti. 
However, in the five years between 
1950 and 1955, Ferenc Puskas and 
Sandur Kocsis were the twin terrors of 
the football field. 

Modest and slight of build, the two- 
footed Kocsis made his mtematiimal 
debut three years later and consequent¬ 
ly played fewer games by the tone the I 
Magical Magyars broke up m October ' 
19%. But he averaged more goals per I 
game, seventy-five m sixty-eifdit games, 
to Puskas’ eighty-three m eighty-four 
games. Like his captain, he could read 
the game extraordmanly well and be on 
hand to strike for goal, as las seven 
hat-tneks for Hungary attest And in one 
respect he scored, or rather soared 
above Puskas. The two goals he headed 
m extra time at the 1954 Worid Cup 
semi-final against Uruguay stressed Ms 




BS5SE55ror 


65 



A eiauic PutkM goal. Ha trapa tha ball partecby awara of tha fact that Engllah captain Billy 
Wright la about to tackla him. m auddaniy rolla back the ball with his foot, Wrl^t Is left tackling a 
vlalon, and rifles the ball into the top of the net 


rating as the game’s greatest header. 

‘Golden Head’ Kocsis also did not 
return to Hungary from Honved’s South 
Amencan Tour. After a brief stay with 
Young Boys of Berne, he joined up with 
Hungarian and Honved teanunate Zoltan 
Czibor at Barcelona. He came nearest to 
a European Champions Cup winner’s 
medal in 1961, the season Barcelona 
knocked out ari^ nvals and holders Real 
Madrid before going down to Benfica in 
the final. He did gam a winner's medal in 
the 1958-60 Fairs Cup, besides two 
League and two Cup winner’s medals to 
add to the five Hungarian Championship 
medals he had with Honved. 

Puskas was a striking contrast to 
Kocsis. More outgoing than the latter 
the 'Galloping M^or' had a greater say m 
Hungarim football. An example dted is 
his own inclusion in the 1954 World Cup 
final He was not fully fit, though he 
opened the score as early as the sixth 
minute, was foiled twice m the second 
half by a brilliant 'Turek in the West 
German goal and lastly had an equahsmg 
goal five nunutes from the end negatived 
by a doubtful off-side dedsion. 

Thus was snatched away the cup most 
coveted by the all-time great wim had 
cultivated Us ball skills and ^ooung with 
dther a tennis ball nr a ball erf rags on 
vacant lots. Puskas also played basket- 
bafl to devek^ his speed of reaction; as a 
matter df Uct the Hungarians used many 
butetbaU tactics. 

Ghiike the pennve Didi, Puskas hit it 
' with Di Stefimo at Real Madrid in 
was a second career for the tubby 
vert. In the 1960 final of the 
uropean Chamiacos Ciqi against Em- 
tndit Ftankfint, he got four goala and 
n Stefono three in the 7-3 triianph. 
That was the U^ point of his da^ with 
Real In two oth« finala (rf the event he 


finished on the losing side, desinte a 
first-harf hat-trick in 1962 when Benfica 
won 5-3. As in Hungary, he finished as 
top marksman m Spain four times. 
Besides he also gamed five Cham¬ 
pionship medals and four Spanish caps, 
indudnig three m the 1962 World Cup. 

H'lde^fi, who played in bodi the 
1954 and 1958 World Cups, rated die 
Brazil of the earlier series as better but 
without the organisation of the champiem 
team of 1958. The man who brou^t 
about this improvement was m the 
earlier team too. Waldir Pereira Didi 
was BTipressive even then; he won many 
admirers with Us unruffled ten^r and 
skill in the tempestuous Battle of Beme 
against Hungary. In 1958, however, he 
was acknoiii^ged as the world’s best. 

D idi was the lynchixn of the 4-2-4 
system that Brazil employed to bag 
the Jules Rimet Cup for the first time, a 
result of the six hours a day that he had 
put in from the age of six to perfect the 
long passes that swerved or dipped in 
the air. From him flowed the moves that 
Garrincha, Vava and Pele carried to 
firuition. In 1962 he was forced to 
operate from closer to his defence. 
Agam he fitted the biS. 

Real Madrid secured the lean and 
handsome nostro after the 1958 World 
Cup, but Di Stefiano would not counte¬ 
nance a challenger to Us status. So Udi 
was loaned to Valencia, with whom he 
began to substantiate Us credentials. 
Appi^nave about Us impact. Real 
Madrid released Um from Us contract 
on the condition he went back to Botafo- 
go. In Brazfl he was aooa h»dt to Ua 
best and helped Botafogo win the cham¬ 
pionship in 1961 and 1962. 

Didi. vrfw sou peanuts m Campos to 
help Us psrents make both ends meet. 


nearly lost Us right leg when only 
fourteen. He was kicked on the right 
knee, which devetoped an abscess. The 
doctors advised amputation, but skilful 
nursing gradually cured him. He spent 
SIX months m a wheelchair before re¬ 
suming practice. Four years after the 
iUury he joined Americano. Then he 
went to Rio and up the ladder via 
Madureira, Flununese and Botafogo, 
with whom he ended his playing career 
before joining Peru’s Sporting Cristal as 
coadi. Given charge of the Peruvian 
team for the 1970 Worid Cup, Didi 
inculcated in them the attracbve Brazi¬ 
lian style. Peru proved a match for all, 
except Brazd. When some of the players 
step^ over the line, and when no 
deterrent action was taken against them 
by the Peruvian FA, Didi, the strict 
disciplinarian, chose not to renew 1^ 
contract. 











In the Fifbes Real Madnd and Di 
Stefano were synonymous They >»on 
the first five European Champion'. Cup 
with the one over AC Milan best exem 
pfifymg the mtense competitive perso 
nallty of Di btefano unwittmKly de 
veloped m the streets of a Buenos Aires 
suburb, particularlv the ualisation that 
■you always have to go one better m 
order to betome the best Indeed, m 
the ten yeais ht was with Real Madrid, 
he had attained his desire to be de- 
smbed as the most complete rather 
than as Uic fa>lest or the most brilliant’ 
ffxitljallcr 

Real Madnd had paid £4000 ana 
Barcelona £20,000 to River Plate, who 
held his onginal registration The Span¬ 
ish FA ruled that Di Stefuio should play 
for the two dubs in alternate seasons 
Disappointed by his earlv performances 
in Real's colours, Barcelona agreed to 
waive their option, provided would 
pay them the amdunt paid to River 
Plate The £’24,000 Real paid proved to 
be the biggest Wgam the nchest dub in 
the world had ever struck 


The European Footballer of 1957 and 
1959 played five hundred and ten games 
and scored four hundred and twenty- 
eight goals, tncludmg forty-nine in fifty- 
eight Euiopean Cup games, m his ten 
seasons with Real Madrid 'Rie last two 
seasons of his playing career he spent 
with Espanol, scoring nineteen goals m 
eighty one games He also donned 
Spam s jersey m thuty-one games and 
scored twenty-three goals He over¬ 
came his aversion to be a coach and 
impressed his strong personality on an 
ageing Boca juniors team, dropping 
Antonio Rattm among oBiers to mject 
fresh blood and instdl physical fitness 
while steermg them to die 1968 Argen- 
tme champicmship He returned to Spam 
and achieved simitar success with 
Valencia 


However, more than these imposing 
statistics, it was the command he exer¬ 
cised witii his contrd on the ball the 
tempo and trend of play, his limitless 
stamma built through ro^ runnmg and 
trammg, speed and power, the rniagma- 
tion and maturity to divme possibihties, 
that made hnn a phenomenon The 
leader of die National Ubeiatiim Front 
(HI releaaiiig him m Caracas after fifty- 
seven anxious and agonismg hours p^ 
faun a renurfcable tntnite ‘We chose 
you. because you are the greatest 
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Di Stefano played five 
hundred and ten games 
and scored four hundred 
and twentyeight goals, in¬ 
cluding forty-nine in fifty- 
eight European Cup 
games, in his ten seasons 
with Real Madrid 


footballer of all time, known by every¬ 
one, admired by everyane, feared by 
every team ’ 

Neither forty thousand letters nor 
several tempting offers could make 
Johan Cryuff resemd his decision not to 
play m the 1978 World Cup That, 
accordmg to itifny critics, cost Holhmd 
die game’s most coveted prize For, 
thou^ they reached the final with nine 
of the men who had claimed a runners- 
up medal four years eatiier, they iacloed 
the unity and fluidity that 1974’s model 
player, as Beckenbauer called hun, could 
have infused 

With a te^ composed of players 
mostly from Ajax Amsterdam and 
FeyeiNxird of Rotterdam, Hofiand gave 
the &iest exhibition of total fbotbaD m 
their sweep to the final of the 1974 






BSS? Extract 



I World Cup "It was really a pbycholoftic 
' al thmg— we s>aw the game purely as a 
I team game and tried to help each other 
I m every situation and in every comer of 
the pitch explained Crvuff They 
brubhed aside Argentina Cast Get 
'man>, the only side to beat eventual 
I ihamfHonb West Germanv, and Brazil 
before they lost the final by the odd goal 
m tlvec after taking the lead in the very 
&st mmute fmm a penalty awarded 
against the tnppmg of Cryuff at the end 
of a bewitchu^ move without a single 
West German having touched the bSl 
As they were teased and tormented 
Beckenbauer West Germany s skipper 
and mspiration ui defiance analysed it 
better “It owed more to the element of 
surprise than any magic formula 1 think 
file DuUh got away with it for so long 
because the opposition could not work 
out wtat tacticb they were facing It 
never dawned on them certainly it was 
much too late, that there was no tactics 
at aO just tuilliant (dayers with a ball 
The emergence of a crop of bnlbant 
ers made Dutch football a power ui 
the late Sixties and Seventies Ihet 
Keizer. Barry Hulshoff, Wrni Suurbier, 
Aane Haan, Rudi Krol, Johan Neeskens, 
Rep at Ajax, Rmus Isreal, Wim Van 
:gem, Ove Kmdvall, Wun Jansen, 
mi Rjjsbergen at Feyenoord and the 
an der Kerkhof twins Rene and 
dhelm, at PSV Endhoven, were play- 
with the talent and intelligence for 
football Stin, they needed a con- 
r whose vision put him a rung 
ve and gave turn the authority so 
-ssary to unify them mto a whole 


Neither forty thousand 
letters nor several temp¬ 
ting offers could moke 
Johann Cryuff rescind his 
decision not to play in the 
1978 World Cup 


that would be greater than the sum total 
of the parts To Cryuff the role was 
tailor-made, and it became more and 
more evident as he began fulfilling his 
dream of emulating Ui Stefano’s uiflu- 
ence on the play of the whole team 
Piet Keizer, Barry Hul^ofi 
Won Suurbier, Aane Haan, Rudi Krol, 
Johan Neeskens, John Rep at Ajax, 
Rmus Isreal, Wim Van Hanej;^, Ove 
Kmdvall, Won Jansen, Wim fojsbergen 
at Feyenoord and the Van der Kerl^f 
twins Rene and Eilhefan, at PSV En¬ 
dhoven, were players with the talent and 
mteihgence for total football StiU, they 
need^ a conductor whose visit n put 
him a rung above and gave him the a the 
nght results, but never with him.’ Cryuff 
tmself lets one mto his secret I thmk 
nay ganje is Idee my character. I think 
things out loffcaliy and tty to make sure 


that my head always rules my legs ’ 
Just as he sougjit to denve the 
optimum yield from the decade he gave 
Itself as a top flight player, he also had 
worked out that he could not have the 
ball for more than seven minutes m a 
imitch, fleeting moments from which to 
obtam the best results He didn t need 
remmdmg that to excel m a match he had 
to do so m training He was a real pro in 
letting nothmg mterfere widi his train 
mg, for which he was always punctual 
Not e\en an mterview as he made clcai 
to the Flench TV 
llKiugh exccption^y giR^ Cnruff 
had no fusions about the path to suc¬ 
cess Enrolled at ten with Ajax, where 
his mother ran the canteen after his 
father s death, he quickly came through 
to the youth side—incidentally, m the 
colours of Holland Youth he was over¬ 
shadowed by Bern Vogts, who repeated 
the feat m the 1974 World Cup final— 
before makmg the first team when only 
seventeen Hie fiery temper of an artist 
got him marching orders m his second 
mtemationai and a years suspension 
that was commuted to six months He 
had been kicked about tor an hour by ius 
Czech rivals when he remonstrated with 
the referee at the tack of protection 
under the laws But soon enou^, the 
black belt holdei and fiiend of former 
world judo chamjxon Antcm Geesnik, 
learned not only to look after himself, to 
whidi some defenders, unwise to be 
beve they could take advantaj^ of tus 
ftad build, would attest, tmt could also 
ridicule the offenders through his super¬ 
lative skills 
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T his week’s cover fea 
ture emerged from a 
very innocuous discussion 
We had three storu s in the 
pipeline, Majid Haskar and 
die Vishwanaths LIderand 
Younger It took an tdk 
nund in one comer of the 
room to btit< h the comnon 
denoniinatoi And wt had a 
cover stoiv on oui hands 
But the ciabcit ionic back 
rase is lar fioin sporting 
WaJtci P Chivslei left 
(jencral Motors in 1920 
when his chaimiaii WilJiam 
Duiant wouldnt gi\e him 
ttie latitude he required to 
run the Hunk division the 
wa) he wanted 

three years later Wat 
I ter Chrysler came out of 
retiiement to reorganise 
the dying Maxwell and 
Chalmers Motor Car Com 
panics He promoted new 
models overnight and his 
advertisement programme 
fealuied hunseli Perhaps a 
cost saving device Bv 
1925 he had reorganised 
his failing amalgamation 
into the Chrysler Corpora 
tion 

In 1928, Walter P 
brought over Dodge and 
Plymouth By the tune he 
di^ m 1940, Chrysler s 
share had expanded to 25 
per cent of the domestic 
market The company had 
surpassed Ford and was 
now second only to General 
Motors' 

However, the protagon 
ists m this week’s CS have 
one point going for them, 
they have not retired This 
very point appeared to 
have irked Gundappa Vish 
wanath when Suprakash 
Ghoshal approached him 
lor an interview "Let me 
get one point clear—1 have 
not retired I was merely 
considered not good 
t nough and am no longer m 
tilt Test sidt 1 have been 
diopped lhat is all 
Viswanath the Younger 
wis more emphatic He 
clenched his fist and 
giinded his (eetli 1 am 
gcjing to be back Take it 
Itom me I always do better 
I when 1 am under pressure 




This IS going to bt anothet clouig this piece I was las 
challenge for me Just sou cinitedbv his speed behind 
wait he thundered the wickets He finished 

ObviousK the featuie with 12 dismissals from five 

willaioust a filmolmcnior games with the special 

les Chatterjte horn our bonus being stumped Vis 

Stores department i» one wanath bowled Sivaramak 

such inspired He had seen nshnan I he hijdihght of 

GRV in the mid seventies the tournament was Mian 

against the West Indies jad skipping out to Sna 

Rolling his eyes arount'and being beaten b,^ the turn 

arranging the chairs in our md with Viswanath collul 

department to illustrate the mg tlcanly not even 

field placings he aithes bothe*rmg to look beik It 

back on one knee then was as much i tribute to 

flicks past his e\c lashes Snas break as to Viswi 

and says Hiih Umud ki nath s quieksilvei 
khela dtklKcho’' (What Spoit atlords other com 
battmg have \ou seen'') eback examples Saifn/ 
Sadananad Viswanath i^ Nawaz ot Pakistan utiled 

anybody s idea of a josh at least thnee btfoic the 

cncketer (iinig through final annemnetmtiu 1 uh 

my video tipes of the one wis timed te hit the 

World t h impionslnp headlines bitoie Sailraz 

games last \erii before would itveit bv s i\i>ig thil 

Anybody s idea of a ‘|osh cricketer is Sadanand 
Viswanath 


he had only been mis¬ 
quoted 

Not all sportsmen mak 
tng a comeback have been 
successful Joe Louis 
prepared to take another 
shot at the title after tneom- 
pe te nt financial manage¬ 
ment coupled with heavy 
taxes had left him a poor 
man Ezaard Charles beat 
him on points Marciano 
knocked him out Louis 
never returned 

Joe Davis was chfterent 
On the day of his retire 
ment somebody asked 
what he was going to do 
now that he had played his 
last snooker tournament 
Davis squinted at the mter 
viewer Why, he said, 

I m going straight home— 
to have a game of 
sncMiker' 

Ability can however be 
transitory In 1975 David 
Gurr was reckoned as 
the best young fast bowler 
in England By 1978 he had 
fizzled out to a club bats 
man of scant value Howev 
tr Ivard he tried he could 
no longei keep to his fine 
One unkind opponent asked 
him which way he planned 
to dnve home after a game 
On hearing the reply that 
Gurr intended to take the I 



M4, he cut in “You should 
be alright its got three 
lanes ’ 

The last straw for Gurr 
came at Bristol in a second 
eleven game His frst over 
induded eight wides de 
spite pretty considerate ) 
umpiring To finish his 
over, Gurr reduced his run 
up to two paces The ball 
finished with Peter 
Roebuck at guUy 

The last had not been 
heard of Gurr Two years I i 
later, Gurr dismissed Greg < J 
Chappel ui the nets at 'I 
Taunton Chappell wanted P 
to know why tm fellow was J 
not in the England team' i 

So one day you have it 
one day you don't You 
strut and fret your hour 
upon the stage and then are 
heard no more' 

Mndar Patherya 
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You couldnl ask for anything more complete! 
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SCR 2065 IS the only multi-featured ampli deck in India with Dolby^" NR 


A top soller (or so marry reasons 

Only Sonodyne audio 
engineering is odvancod 
enough to design o stereo 
cassette tape recorder 
incorporating Dolby NR a noise 
reduction system that completely 
eliminates hiss ar id a host of 
wonder working features as well 

There s the Tape Selector Switch 
for instance Letting loose 
eler trifying sound from your 
normal chrome or metal tape 

While the Noise hiter Switch filters 
out tape hiss scratches and high 
frequency noises 

The soft touch heavy duty 
tope mechanism with cue , 
and review lets you indulge 
in the magic of music day 
after day year otter year • 

You can also connec t the 
SCR 206b to external inputs fe i 


such as o rt coid ployei n tuner 
or an extf in il tao#^ df r !• 

t\^ndirectrecordiriq f acir ch 
lustde pie sthe I ec oriing 
owitch ■'he'FftVU meters 
instantaneously dispi ly tope 
signal levels dunng rc-c orJincj 
and playback 

Allowing you to t. rec isi >n hont 
recording levy Is to cuptuiy 
sound as live as flit cjriqinoi 

Sound whic h is prp ise ly 
reproduced by speokt.r 
protected by a hybrid power 
n lodule with built in sh art <. ire uit 
and oveiload protection 






A complete stereo system with 
upgraded SX 505 speakers 

Pul togothei these exceptionol 
featt res make the SCR 2065 a 
compk‘1esterK) system storeo 
r nssette tape rcc order with a 
L uilt in 80 wotf amplifier and 
matching iX bOS speakers All in 
one compac* power packed 
assembly at an affordable price 

Proof that you don t hove to 
compromise on quality for 
ec onomy 

Dolby IS the registered 
trademark of Dolby Laboratories 
cen ngr oipaation 


SONODYNE 

SCR 2065 

Music for your ears, 
eyes and wallet I 
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The Best XI 

WE received a numbt't ol letters from 
readers voicing their opinion as to 
what then Best World XI would be 
from the players who participated in 
the Mexico World Cup. As it will not 
be possible to publish all these letters 
we have selected 'Flie Best XI, giving 
a player one pouil lor each time he 
made it to leader's XI, going bv the 
respective positions. 

'ITie Best XI from the Mexico 
World Cup would therefore be; 

IlaraldSchunucher, Manuel Ainoros, 
Morten ()lst*n, Josimar, Hans Peter 
Bnegel. Jean Tigaiu, Micliael Laud- 
rup, Diego Maradona, Careca, t*ary 
Linckar. ffreben Elkjaei. just missing 
out v/ere Jorge Burtuchaga, JuUo 
Cesar, .Mohammad Tinioumi, Jose 
Luis Browne, Mile hel Platini, I’etei 
Shilton, Jan Culenuins, Jorge Valdano 
and V. Scito 

We thank the lollowing roadei s for 
sending their opinions 
Prascnjit Lahin. happ,i, Uimadn 
Htivchowdhun. Siijoi Sennupla, 
Shdkwata Bhattacimya, Abid Palan- 
purwala, Saibal (iupU, PiahiilOuha, 
Ka/ani PisIhicoU Anthom D'Situza, Li. 
Zoliaiia, Avan, Jitandi.!Siiif’li. Andrew 
iy>toiua, Rongsenjanm, S. Hussajii, 
Nandmi HariUika, Suprakash Dutla, 
.Arundtiva Hose. Defris/s (j/ios/i, 
Jaleshwat Ghosh. (>eeku. 

Unsporting 

KEADEKII. L. Cliodhurv seemed to 
be very iinsporling while des< nbing 
his views on Gavaskar's antics as 
right. We have seen tlie tale of 
umpiics not getting th(> tavoui of our 
former cuptiun if the vital dei isions 
were not going his w a» I think only 
Gothoskar supiwrled Sunil Gavaskar 
If this IS a tact then the axing ol David 
Constant is not in Iiik s with ICC^'s 
rulings. Gavaskar was at fault totally. 

C.R. KRimNAN, 

Stinagdt. 

Scrooning 

IT was undoubtedly an Indian Sum 
mer. Now tlut the Indian team is back 
t has struck me that each of the 
players can liave a Hmdi film name 
appropriately attached to his name. 
Here goes! 

Kapil Dev— Antiaan (His long-awaited 
dream of winning a Test as captain 
was finally fulfilled) 


Gavaskar— Ram Ten Gangs Maib (Hts 
ambition of scoring a century at Lord's 
remains unfulfilled) 

Srikkruith— Chalti ka naant gadi 
Azharuddin— Kalarg awr kal (We have 
seen his class in the past; wc have 
seen it in the present. We wait to see 
what he will do m the future) 

Mohinder Amarnath— Pranjaaye par 
vachan naa jaaye 

Kavi Shastn--P/ur janam layenge hum 
Kiran More— Hum kisee say kum 
nahin 

Chetan Shamia— Ladke baap say 
badke (lie bowled as well as Ka^ did) 
Roger Binny— Kahani kisnat ki (He 
proved that 'with a little luck he could 
perform both with the bat as well as 
with the ball) 

I blip Vengsarkat— Hero 
Marauder Stni^— Masooni 
Raman Lamba— Bud-naseeb (Not to 
have made his debut) 

Chandrakant Pandit— Koshish (He 
tned hard) 

Manoj Prabhakar— Yeh kaisa insaaf 
(Not to have been considered for 
selection even though Chetan Sharma 
was injured) 

Madan Lai— Pa\ing Guest 
Shivlal Yadav—Caravan (He travelled 
with the team, and he travelled with 
the team, and he travelled with the 
team) 

Sandt>ep Paul—A6 kya liuga.’ 

Raj Smgh Dungarpur—Duniva men 
jaeb mam. 

B. RAM.ANAMl'RTY. 

Behrampur. 

Brazil’s giants 

THIS letter is with reference to the 
article 'There are no giants in Braail’ in 
Spoitsworld(Wh ISthJulv) bv Surpra- 
kash Ghoshal. Ihs views seem to be 
very different fnnn manv others like 
myself. 

The people ol Brazil still care very 
much for Zico and Soi rates. They 
have forgiven Zico for missing the vital 
penallv and still claim tlial he was one 
of the greatest plavers ol the Seven¬ 
ties. Socrates, in my opuiton, was not 
a failure. He may have lost some 
speed but his control is still gcxid. 

Then there isjunuit, who is still a 
force to reckon with. Add to Uim list 
the iBnies of Careca, Joiunwi;Jii]b 
Cesar. Mueller Casagrandeand Ale- 
mao and you have a formidable tmeup. 
There arc giants in Brazil and they wiU 
walk vet. 

CHE'Rl MATHEW. 

Banga/ore. 
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The 

Best Of 
Indian Sport 

1947-1986 

This Independence Day seems the right time to look back 
on Indian sport. Almost four decades since that historic day 

in 1947. 

tkronomic India has progressed considerably from a humble 
scratch in the Forties. Can we say the same about our 
sport? True, we have had champions...weVe had our share 
of Ferreiras, Milkha Singhs, Padukones, Natekars, Jones, 
Gavaskars, Sethis and KapiFs Devils. But what more? 

For a population of 80 crores we returned from the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games with no medal. The best national 
timings clocked by our male swimmers arc still slower than 
those clocked by, say, women swimmers from GDR. Japan 
is perhaps the size of Bengal, yet that country finishes each 
Olympics with more medals than India has won in all the 

Games combined. 

As a sporting nation we have had our hours of glory. And 
embarrassments. This issue recreates those moments. And 

the men who made them. 

But what of the future? Perhaps the reader leafing through 
an issue of this magazine in 2025AD will have cause to be 
reasonably proud of sporting India 
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Pearson Surita is a retired commentator. 
Having been an observer of India's 
sporting ups and downs over the last 50 
years. In this article he looks back on a 
host ot memories belore emerging with his 
I mastei list 


Kapil Dev 

II Qjv isk«i ]sur Kii 
tiu 

anbitfimuntvii K q>il 
I 3 ev lavs a sti on^»laiin 
to Tndi (- 
Rii’atfsl < v< I all 
loumlo Hjsgrfitmt 
acliHiVf iiu'iit WAS m 
winrutiK th<> Priuioii 
tialCupioi India It) 
1081 H) was 
cliosnii as om ol IVjs 
den s five Ci u kelet s of 


tl)L Y) u ill IMS I 1 u 
h( t li( h id (|u ilifii c) 
itilo lh( s( 1 « 1 1 list 1)1 
ill Kniiidt I s l)\ U I mi 
ing th* voiiM) si to 
I rmipl* ti tin I i si dmi 
bit It '()\i ns 
It V, I list It tl« hot 
test tmn i- »i 1 \i it 
loK d IV s Ht vv IS 
awaidc d tin Ai|iiti i 
Aw at dm I tSO itid I lit 
I’adni i Shi t i \ i it 
l.iti 1 


Sunil Gavaskar 

An uin.lt* notu ed that 
till lidbv lx sirif s Ills 
motlit t did not iiavt i 
til It k itoiind his fell 
while a dav t ai hti the 
in II k was evultuf 
Appmullv thfbib* 
li id lx*eii 111 oneHutslv 
ixchiiigcdt 11 i fishu 
in tn sboy ni Tlb\ Iht 
niist ikt w IS tl Hid Hid 
iiiuiu diatc Iv If I til II d 
Ihi Ixiv with till biith 
tn It k w IS n tnii d Sut il 




The bov wi nt on to pi iv 
mott Tests th in an\ 
Ixxh sum inoit li st 

I ms th m uiv otlu i 

II u ki tei ni >11 u ntm 
u s th in m\ Ii st li its 

III 111 

I ht wit lit st tl ibiiti to 
1 im w IS p lid bv Hi 1 
t im s io\ ilt\ It w IS 
t oiivt \ ( d th It lit w is 
k lx I oiiit Mid I km^ 
lith xl P 111) iiiti/'in 
oi III piih'it Jit tl id It 
jx hit 1 \ It lust tht . 
Ill noil I ^ 



















Tenzing Norgay 

How do you ichwve 
^freatness m spcji t > 11 
voun dtuntbcillci yovii 
dim IS to b» on d Woi Id 
Cup wi mini, learn II 
you i( a tennis pi lyi i 
Wimbledon is youi 
goal Ifyouieimoun 
lameft itslvfust 
AndTmaint, left his 
stamp on it 
Likf othu \ouiif SIki 
pasthr mnunlntis 
wuelijshonu I ikf 
othei youni, Shri p is 
tex) he w IS sti out, l-^sl 
cour iffeous md til 
Buisoinilliiuf, ‘«-t him 

apiit H( V. is df tf I 
mined t i in il it to thi 
top H< tiiel but 
filled Hut lu iit\ct 
Rd\e ip 

Will 11 lulin Hunt hid 
tomik» h fill il i lioKt 
istf wh itlu l^^ 1 
prospittneilimbt ts 
would ht t lu had to bi 
&hf ipiltnzint, Tht 
othei was Hill uy who 
latti idmitted Hn/ 
inp sdvf d my hit 
Bf sides Lv< rest he has 
othoi peaks to his ue 
dit too E>ul Ills con 
tribution to the spot t 
has been moit than 
just that AsDntetor 
ol the Himalay ni 
Moutaiiieerin^ Insti 
tute he passed his skill 
and exjx t lencc onto 
othei s An all time 
gieat in Indian sjxiit 
No doubt about tliat 
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Ramanathan 

Knshnan 

Ijoi n in Mddiaa m 
1U3$ Knehnanfiist 
playpd Davis Cup for 
India m 1953 and 
could fipo down as the 
greatest Indian tennis 
player Inthtdiys 
when the emphasis in 
tennis w is shittuig to 
powoi iath( j thin skill 
alone Kmhnans 
touch Wibfc lied by all 
He won the N itional 
C h impionshipsoii 
eight fxc isions bt 
tween i 934 and 1965 
Ht sounded hie arrival 
on the international 
(lit uit whf n he won 
the Wimhleduii Junior 
tiltr in 1954 Hcovei 
c- init his only wtak 
nr SB Ihestivire with 
his luir iiiiiy antic ipa 
tion wininnt, the Iain 
don (ii ass C out t C h im 
pionshipar d the 
Ante! lean Hai d Cou 1 1 
title in 1059 Ht be 
t ame tht lirst and only 
(nchan to eiitt r the last 
four stage ot the All 
rngland He did so m 
1060 and 61 


Dibyendu Barua 

This voung man might 
be tht surpi ist int lu 
Sion in the hbt but 
what ht at hie\od has 
not ber n picxedented 
even by people years 
oldei than turn Boi n 
in Calcutta in 1966 
this scietuv graduate 
stni ted plaving chess 
at the age oi live He 
won the state sub 
junior and senior titles 
11 the age ol l^ Four 
years later he won the 
Nationai cham 
pionaJilpii Agaitala 




Michael Ferreira 

Probably the most un 
fortunate of all India n 
champions is this bnl 
hant biliiaids player 
Winning the World 
Amateui Billiards title 
thnee the last time in 
1984 Fcireirahad 
done battle with the 
best amateui s m the 
woi Id and t ome out 
victorious But & ic h is 
the state of disci imina 
tion in oui coun ry 
that tl is man goes 
without a mention in 
the book which c hroni 
cles Who s Who in 
Indtd 

Stalling hisbilhaidsin 
the B indiaGvmkhana 
in Bombav (whu h in 
cident illy h is i r named 
its billiards room altei 
hiir) Michael 1 eiina 
drt w inspiration fiom 
the woi ds and example 
from the gi and old 
man of Indian billmds 
Wilson lonrs Alter 
totally doinimting thr 
green baire till a few 
years ago Ftiunahas 
started thinking rhont 
the futui t rl tlie sport 
in India in piefcience 
to himself ▲ 


and has nevei looked 
back since 
A mtmbei of the US 
Chess Federation he 
finished 12th in the In 
ternational Gi andmas 
ters tournament in the 
USSR m May 1983 amd 
came second at the Pra 
gue International Open 
Tourrwment in 1084 
He was the fii st of a 
string of Indian whir 
kids m chess We have 
surely not heeurd the 
lost of this talented 
jtoungnuui 
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MWcha Singh 

Ha was a aspoy in the 
Indian army who took 
to ruxudng primarily 
to overcome the bore¬ 
dom of daily parade 
and eventually became 
the greateet Indian 
athl^ of our time. 

In the early stagee of 
hia career he restricted 
himself to the longer 
distances. On one occa- 
Bion after completing a 
oroes-oountry race he 
collapsed and very 
nearly didn't make it 
back onto his feet. But 
courage and deter- 
mixiation were his 
allies. He was adviced 
to switch to the 400 
metros as it would suit 
his styls of running. 

He experimented. After 
that there was no look¬ 
ing back. 

A breathtaking anchor 
Isg run in the 4 X 400 
relay brought India a 
silver. The flying Sikh 
vms well on his way to 
stardom. In 1959 he 
- -oas the deserving win¬ 
ner of the Helms Tro¬ 
phy—awarded to the 
best quarter-miler in 
the world. 

The following year in 
Rome a lot was ex¬ 
pected from Milkha. He 
did his best, but was 
only good enough to be 
placed a close fourth 
even though he broke 
the Olympic record! 
There are some who 
felt that Milkha would 
have fared better in the 
200 metres. He may 
well have. Yet the fact 
remains. Milkha Singh 
is the greatest athlete 
to have run for India. 


K.D. Singh ‘Babu’ 

A clarification at the 
start. Dhyan Chand 
would have walked 
into this list without 
question. But. to re¬ 
mind you. we are deal¬ 
ing only with sports¬ 
men after 1947. Hence 
it is Kanwar Digvijay 
Singh. Better known 
as‘Babu’. 

While Dhyan Chand 
was the more complete 
player, ‘Babu’ was the 
perfbot man to have as 
your inside-right, an 
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intricate dribbler with 
the ability to pass to 
the right man at the 
right spot A bit on the 
slower side, he made it 
up with his body 
swerve, which oldtim- 
ers still feel has not 
quite been matched. He 
led the Indian hockey 
team to the Helsinki 
Olympics in 1952 and 
returned with the gold. 
He was awarded the 
Helms World Trophy 
on being nominated as 
the best sportsman of 
Asia for his contribu¬ 
tion in the 1952 Olym¬ 
pic Games. 


Cbuni Goswami 

Chuni Goswami's fbrte 
was his control of the 
ball. His ability to con¬ 
fuse the opposition 
starting off in one 
direction and revers¬ 
ing again was his other 
strong point. 

Goswami played much 
of his soccer in the 
company of some of the 
greatest players this 
country has produced, 
holding his own in 
their company. He was 
largely instrumental 
in India reaching the 
Olympic semi-flnals in 
1956 and winning the 
gold at the D>jakarta 
Asiadin 1962. 

It IS difficult to say 
whether Gloswami 
would have emerged as 
a Test cricketer if he 
had concentrated on 
cricket alone. He play¬ 
ed for East Zone 
against the West Indi¬ 
ans on one of their 
tours to this oouixtry. A 
decent bowler and a de¬ 
pendable batsman, 
Goswami often played 
national level cricket 
and soccer matches 
with barely two-day 
gaps between them! 
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Ron Hendricks is the doyen of Indian sports wnters. 
Most of the performers he currently passes judgment 
on were, perhapsi, not even born when Hendricks 
started out as a journalist. In this article he draws up 
his list of the greatest Indian sportswomen that he 

has seen 


Indu Pun 

Indu Pun is qmte eaai 
ly a champion without 
equal in this country 
That she has won the 
National title for a re¬ 
cord number of times is 
proof of this Moreov¬ 
er, she 18 one of the few 
Indian table tenms 
players to have beaten 
a world title holder ^ 


Yvonne Smith 

It mig'ht surpnse peo¬ 
ple that Ann Lumsden 
has been overlooked 
However, I found 
Yvonne a hard-hitting 
oentre forward for 
Nagpur Shewaaa 
penalty comer spedal- 
ist, with the knack of 
maknog the boards re¬ 
sound with her shot 
This quality impressed 
observers at the Fol¬ 
kestone Festival 





P.T. Usha 

A versatile athlete of 
genuine world class 
Her total commitment 
and dedication to sport 
should serve as an in¬ 
spiration to our youth 
She finished fourth m 
the 400m huidlm at 
the Los Angeles dames 
m what was a rather 
untried event for her 
The timing separating 
her flrom the winner of 
the bronze medal was a 
fraction of a second, so 
much so that at first 
observers felt that 
Uaha had won the 
bronze Onheanng 
that an Indian had mis¬ 
sed the bronze by s 
whisker, an Amenoan 
commented “It 


ikindian 

athletics Why, I never 
knew that they aver 
cams out of purdah in 
that country ^ 
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Stephie O'Souza ^ 
She lived up to her 
promlee m athletics as 
well as hookey Later 
m her career she 
graduated from 
sprints to middle- 
distance running 
However, she was an 
unfortunate victim of 
the inaugural Folkes¬ 
tone Festival, women 
hockey’s maiden expo¬ 
sure to the internation¬ 
al circuit The rift pre¬ 
vented her om follow¬ 
ing m the steps of 
Mary D'Souza as a dou¬ 
ble international 

Mary D’Souza 

A sprinter of consider¬ 
able talent Mai'y 
D Souza hit the nation¬ 
al scene fat ahead of 
the right time Without 
the best of facilities she 
neveitheless made the 
gi ade for the Olympics 
in 1952 Her prized 
possessions axe the 
starting blocks that 
famous Americeui 
hurdlei Harrison 
Richards presented 
her She played hockey 
with distinction too 
Today she is a coach at 
both these disciplines 

Durdhana Natr (nee 
Gill) 

Using her height to the 
beat advantage, I felt 
Durdhana v'as not only 
a cut above the rest but 
perhaps the best 
woman basketball 
player this country has 
produced She was 
quite a tactical planner 
and her court coverage 
was a relish to write on 
while reporting 



The Indian women84xl00mt«am in 195401 Manila Mafv DSourtisalaxtramaMl 
Siephie D Souza sacond from 



Shanta Rangas- 
wamy 

Shanta Rangaswamy 
has done foi women’s 
cncket what perhaps a 
certain S M Gavaskar 
did for . men’s She 
got past limited oppor¬ 
tunities for competitive 
cncket in Bangalore to 
leave a mark on our 
national and interna¬ 
tional record She 
shares another similar¬ 
ity with Gavaskar in 
being the most success¬ 
ful Indian captain She 
also fought for the 
rights of her col¬ 
leagues Shades of 
Gavaskar again' 


Nirupama Mankad 

Nirupoma Mankad 
may not have matched 
the speed and power of 
Jmuiy Sanderson or 
Leela Rao but she was 
on the overall quite 
easily the best women’s 
player that this coun¬ 
try has ever produced 
I think it will be dlfb- 
cult for anybody m fu¬ 
ture to get past her 
str ing of uninter¬ 
rupted victones in the 
National cham¬ 
pionship Considering 
that tminis ran m her 
family, her achieve¬ 
ments are not surpris¬ 
ing Her father repre¬ 
sented the country at 
the Davis Cup and is 
today a highly rated 
coach 

Tara Oeodhar 

’Tara Deodhar should 
quite easily rank as 
our all-time great bad¬ 
minton player She was 
talented enough to 
take the full measure 
of Mumtaz LotwaJha 
(neeChinoy) She may 
have finish^ with a 
National record of wins 
had she not left for 
further studies in 
Amenoa, while she was 
very much in her 
pnme 



Rohmi Khadilkar 

Constant and untiring 
encouragement from 
her father resulted in 
Rohini Khadilkar de¬ 
veloping into a chess 
player of internation¬ 
al class She toured tkr 
and wide and later 
forced her way into the 
men’s ranks in India, 
provmg that she oould 
extend even the best cd 
them 



16 




Explosive young 
veteran 

The fiBot tbat Lala Amamath 
ynw aent back from a tour of 
England must be overlooked 
from this survey That hap* 
pened in 1936, we are desding 
with events post 1947 Yeton 
the basiB of endenoe after Inde- 
pasidenoe. Lala Amamath can 
stlU be considered to be the most 
oontrovarslal Indian sportsman 
ensr 

In the late Forties, he called a 
press oonfbrenoe in Lucknow 
and passed, what observers felt, 
uncharitable remarks on the 
then Board president Anthony 
De Mellow. De Mellow in turn 
p re aa e d that Amam a th be ban- 
ned Aram idayhig domestic 
oorioket on the following counts 
aooeptiiigafaribetolnduotKhO' 
kanSsniixtotheTBstside.flEui- 
Ing In his duty to organise net 
praotioe, arriving late for Test 
matohes and accepting appear¬ 
ance monegr. In all 30 points 
ware listed Eventually things 
flaaled out with Amamath 
tendering an igxdogy—rather 
unoharaotarlshoalljr—and the 
entire ptoenedings being erased 
framthsminyrtsaaf thepre- 
viDuamsetingi. 

than ran into Duleep.oall- 



Moti Nancfy is not merely a renowned 
novelist. He is an active sports journalist as 
well. In this comi^ation he draws on his 
experience 


mg him‘India-bom Engliah j 
cricketer The comment was not 
m appreciation of Duleep’s 
achievements In the late Fifties 
he onoe agam figured m a selec¬ 
tion controversy m which ontics 
alleged that he was ‘anti 
national’ 

Then m 1983, he had a verbal 
duel vnth Kapil Dev on Doordar- 
shan during the Jalandhar Test 
on the issue of brighter cricket 
Then during another Test he 
abused a oonunentator on Door- 



darshan thinking that the Tniira 
was off* The last has probably 
not been heard of this explosive 
young veteran 

Openir^ your mouth 
and... 

Few pet^le have been so belea- 
gured by controversies as Indi¬ 
a’s chief football ooaoh P K 
Baneigee And one of the 
reasons for it is his outspoken¬ 
ness and hbbnobbery with a 
oertam section of the Press He 
has aknaidt for making news 
bordering on the inflammstory 
And the media has banked 
heavily on him He has always 
made good copy Hisquotes 
have always been eensational 
Instanoee are numerous To 
cite a few, PK was quoted some 
years back in a Bezigali weekly 
descnbing India’s national play¬ 
ers as‘worthless’ Italnioet 
cost him his job More reoently. 
an uproar ooourred when he 
allegedly abuaad a Calcutta Jour¬ 
nalist Ibllowmg the Boohum XX 
Super Soccer match at Banga¬ 
lore FKdenledtlieohargeviriiie- 
mently. But there was no listen¬ 
ing. The JoumaUst associattan 
in Calcatta drafted a rssolufeioa 
agaioM him. Ltfbas a ooaoh 
psoved a nthm* thorny si^ieri- 
esMie Ibr PK Bansijse. 


NaialtltliiliiiiklMineqMrtdMlinnwsnligtosocoswnQdsii soouptoefiaMarAiosMSNSMMlRiMiiiiiemiierfteiipMlMli^'fdtiiai 

















Captain 

controversial 

Bishen Bedi has had 
his share of headlines 
too In 1074 he stirred 
things up when Wade 
kar and he had a slang 
mg match while on 
tour which could not 
have worked wonders 
tor the team morale 
The press got a whiff of 
it—soon the whole 
country was talking 
about it Bediwasat 
the receiving end dur 
ing the vasehne con 
trovei sy of 1076 77 at 
Madras when he ac 
cused John Lever of ap 
plying the ointment on 
the ball to aid its move 
ment in theair The 
English press- and 



cartoonists- -had a 
field day Opinions 
were mixed when he 
ordered a walkout 
against Pakistan at 
Sahiwal protesting 
against Sarfraz 
Nawaz s excessive use 
of bumpers Bediwas 


smgled out for cntic 
ism when Imran Khan 
hit two sixes for Pakis 
tan m the closing 
stages of the Karachi 
Test and pobshed off 
the game m a thrilling 
close Bedi then got en 
meshed mthe more 



Blueblood, hotblood 

After Ml s Qandhi had 
referred to cricket m 
one of her comments. 
MAK Pataudi—then 
contesting the elec> 
tions for the V ishaal 
Hai yana Par ty and 
oppoeed to Mrs Qan¬ 
dhi—remarked that it 
would be better if she 
were made captain of 
India This one made 
the rounds faster then 
anything what Mrs 
Qandhi had said Of 
late Pataudi 8 com¬ 
ments on the problems 
of the Muslims of India 
has not rubbed off well 
with tais charismatic ^ 
image 1^ 


controversial power 
changes at the ODCA 
In 1982-83 he ran mto 
the headlmes yet agam 
with his vitnoho com¬ 
ments of the Indian 
captam and lus imm m 
Pakistan Bediwas 
tdiinng Pakistan m the 
capacity of a selector' 
Just last season, he felt 
that Indian players 
over 30 should be drop¬ 
ped from our one-day 
teams So whenever 
Gavaskar gets a fifty 
he signals ‘O T to the 
pavilion ‘OverThir 
ty Get it’ 


For a few rupees 
more 

Calrutta footballers desert 
Asian camp 

The sporting India was 
shocked when hard 
cash prompted most of 
India B leading footbal¬ 
lers to desert the Asian 
Games coaching camp 
at Salt Lake Calcutta 
The notorious transfer 
season was on, cheques 
were put out and the 
touts went around the 
campstai hunting 
They emerged im 
mensely successful, 
with all the stars fol¬ 
lowing them out **Ene- 
nuss of the country”, 
cried out a Bengali dal¬ 
ly For along tuns, 
they remained the 
most despiaed playera 
QDtiMmiddan 









Star Wars 

Authority draws oon- 
troversy. Critics felt 
that Kapil Dev was 
shamming when he 
walked off upright 
feigning a pulled ham* 
string at Falsalabad in 
1984. The previous 
yesr he had been 
drawn into con¬ 
troversy on the issue of 
players reporting Test 
matches. Kapd Dev’s 
one comment lit the 
stage; “If th^ say I 
can’t play. I won’t 
play,” implsring that he 
wo\ild continue to re¬ 
port the Tests. Later he 
denied the comment. 
Kapil Dev was dropped 
for a rank shot in the 
Delhi Test against En¬ 
gland in 1984-85 and 
the issue was debated 
perhaps more hoUy 
thsm anything in the 
Parliament all winter. 

A Oavaskar-Kapil Dev 
feud was suspected. 
Kapil went on to write 
a book in which he 
alleged that Oavsiskar 
had not given him his 
best, that Oavaskar 
was greedy for money 
and that Oavaskar dis¬ 
played an arrogant 
attitude. Kapil, to top it 
all, denied that he h^ 
written this, blaming 
his co-author in the 
process. Later, he 
issued a statement that 
there was nothing am¬ 
iss between him and 
Oavaskar. Oames peo¬ 
ple play! 


Careers cut short 

Asian Cup hockey, Dhaka, 
January 1985 

India lost the final to 
Pakistan 2-3 after 
much controversy. The 
match was interrupted 
for 32 minutes when 
the Indian players 
objected to a goal that 
Japanese umpire 
Yaahimo Yubuta 
awarded to 
Pakistan. The umpire 
was struck on the body 
with a stick during the 
souffle and had to be 
carried out on a 


stretcher. 

The International 
Hockey Federation 
decided that Merwyn 
Fernandes. Romeo 
James and Rajinder 
Singh Jr. be suspended 
for five years fiom 
.mtemational hookey. 
The ban on Hardeep 
Singh and Lauremban 
Tikken was lifted. The 
incident not only 
embarasaed India but 
was a severe blow to 
the country’s hookey 
prospects as the team 
lost Its key 
players. 


Tw 

4 Q Bwi 0 
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Little Mister 
Controversy 

Here’s one to give Lala 
Amamath a close fight 
for the title. Whereas 
Lakyi’s is hardy Pun¬ 
jabi abrasiveness. 

Gavaskar’s is polished 
invective. Often alloyed 
with a sense of 
humour. For example, 
when he called the In¬ 
dian selectors a ‘bimoh 
of jokers.’ Or when 
Jankidass the film 
actor cut a trenohsuit 
remark on Gavaskar, 
the dixmnutive bats¬ 
man retorted; "Jank¬ 
idass? I've never heard 
of this woman.’’ The re¬ 
sult was that Jank¬ 
idass pleaded slander 
and filed a case in 
court. 

Gavaskar has had 
his clashes with the 
press too. Rightly or 
wrongly. For example, 
when he batted left- 
handed in an impor¬ 
tant Raxgi fixture. Or 
when he walked off 
with Chauhan after 
being given out leg be¬ 
fore in Melbourne, 

1981. Or when he bat¬ 
ted for a meticulous 36 
not out against Eng¬ 
land in 1975. It was a 
limited overs match 
and Gavaskar stayed in 
for more than 50 overs! 

Or when he took apart 
Khizar Hayat and Sha- 
koor Rana in Lahore 
One afternoon in 1984. 

Or when he refused to 
declare against Eng¬ 
land at Calcutta in 
1984-85. Or...forget it, 
the list is endless 
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Come together 

A S the 1986 Asian 
Games draws nearer, 
things look bri^ter in the 
Korean fitxit. NcHth and 
South Korean ofBdals have 
agreed to form joint Korean 
teams to compete in the^ 
second annual Asia-Europe 
table-tennis encounter. 

The acting President of the 
Asian Table Tennis Union, 
Lijong-Hee, who hails 
from North Korea, said 
that the joint teams would 
serve as an effective means 
to promote Korean reuni¬ 
fication and that the deci¬ 
sion was a starting point fen- 
the two Koreas to expand 
sportii^ exchanges. 

Takingihe cue from the 
Koreans, the Chinese sup¬ 
ported die idea of forming 
joint China and Taiwan 


teams. It is encoura^g to 
note that some efforts are 
being made to come 
together, albeit cmly in the 
^xHting arena. 

Lost arid out 

O URS is not to reasrni 
wt^. If we lose we 
mu^ ‘die’. The coach of a 
national football team is ful¬ 
ly aware that he must suc¬ 
ceed to keep his job. If he 
loses, he must ‘go’. 

Enzo Bearzot, like many 
others before him, was 
axed. After his team won 
the Cup fw Italy in 1982, 
Bearzot, like Rossi, Conti 
and the rest, was praised. 
Very nearly wors^ped. 
But that was four k^ 
years ago in Spain. This 
yearinMexito, Bearzot 
and his boys oiled miser- 
aUy. And quite predictably 
B^rzot has been sacked. 
In his place comes Azeglb 
Vidni, 53 yeifs old and . 
former manager of the ^ 


But his task at 
first glance seems a lot 
easier than the one Bearzot 
had. The Italians will be 
hosting the Cup. 

Will Sunny set? 

‘THE discussion goes oa 
I When will Su^ 
Gavaskar retire? At the 
conclusion of every season 
a tumour does the rounds 
that the Little Master plans 
to call it a day. But alniost 
habitually the person 
concern^ denies it all. 

The end of the latest 
Indian tour of England was 
no different. Before Sunny 
made it b»:k to the shores 
of Bombay, as usiqI, it was 
all over the press that the 
great batsman was going to 
retire in October. Some 
went a step further saying 
that they wondered 
whether he would ever iday 
again. TheAftemom 
llesjMtch and Courier, an 
evening newspaper in 
Bombay, carried a report 
which said that the former 
Indian captain was retiring 
from Test cricket and 
intended uddng up an 
assignment with Kerry 
Packer’s Channel Nine as a 
commentator. Gavaskar, 
who later admitted that he 
was atmoyed at the ftict 


that very often journalists 
wrote "anything’ without 
cross-checking it with the 
person concert, brusl^ 
aside rumours of his 
retironent. “I have not 
thought <A retirement and I 
don’t know how somebody 
got such an idea” was the 
nxHitaneous reaetkm of the 
champion batsman. He 
went on to say, “When I do 
aiuiounce my plans to retire 
frrmi Test cn^et, it wifi be 
told to the Board and then 
to everybody else." 

At thie rate he is goiqg 
one wonders whethw te 
will ever retire. It 
sometimes seems as if he 
could just go on, and on, 
andon. 

B^ter lale... 

B etter late than nev¬ 
er. John McEnroe and 
Tatum O'Neal were mar¬ 
ried last week. The coigile 
who have known each 
other for almost two years 
now, tied the wedding band 
at a ceremony attended 
only by die ft^ly ami dose 
friends in Oyster Bay on 
Ixnw Island, New York. 
McEnroe, ^ady the 
fatherof a son bm in May. 
this year, intends to com¬ 
eback (XI the tennis pro 
circuit some time this 
month. We will wait and i 
see whether fathertwod 
and family-lffe have mel- 
kiwed the SuperbraL 
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Mirror, mirror, on the wall 

Who's the 
most attractive 
of them all? 


looks Sex appeal Ability These were 
some of the guidelines set for the 
cross-section of women who were 
given the choice of naming their five 
most attractive spoilsmen And name 
they d id > 

While the c hoice buftetted from the 
t'xpec ted to the absolutely surprising 
there was no doubt that the woman of 
today knows exactly what she is looking 
for Although we had given them the 
international arena to choose from the 
list IS interesting enough to include in 
this issue Lspvc lally when you notice 
that quite a low Indians leaturc in the 
world s top five Ras i Shastri Syed 
Modi Kapil Dev Sunil Cavaskar Zatar 
Iqbal Mansur Ah Khan Pataudi 
Venugopal C handiasekhar All these 
names figured in our opinion poll 
Blasting to smithereens our theory that 
women go only tor macho he men with 
matinee idol looks The < hoic e wavers 
between the blatantly macho—Imran 
Khan The subtly attractive—Michel 
Platini One even opted for the 
intellectual appeal of Anatoly Karpov 
Surprising but true What many women 
(and men) t onsider attrac tive may have 
an equal number ot women turning 
assay in disdain Back to square one 
really After all ha\e you ever heard of 
women agreeing on anything^ 

The five most attractive spoilsmen is no 
exception' 


Ability These were 



1 


IMRAN KHAN 

"I like his looks his 
style end his sex 
appeslii’ 

"What do I like about 
him? Everything!’ 

"Sex appeal 
personified” 


MICHEL PLATINI 

"He s a great looker as 
well as a superb 
footballer” 

‘Great football genius 
who is also ‘cute' 
looking” 

/"Ooh! What legs!” 
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Film actress and director Aparna Sen makes her choice 



Jaidit p lUukhtrjec .If you ux tt reasonably aware 
of Pn mpt Lall in tht Sixties then then is every 
pobsihilih that you were an admirer of Jaideep 
Mukherjee too If this present day photograph 
surprisis you look at the insit That should justify 
the c hniu beyond qut slion 






i I 



ML Jaufimha Quite like the other dashers in the 
Indian team Jaisimka had a diatinit style which 
u as all his own Slim waisted—even today he is 
remarkably tnm—and swarthy this Hyderabadi 
had ub t razy about him when we were younger 
He was top on our short list of favourites 













Sa/Zm Durrani...Anybody who had eve for cru helers in tfn Sixties and the early Seventies inevitably 
turned to Jai Tiger or Salim Durrani There u as a romantu. ring around that name of his moreover 
Durrani associated himself with someofthemoiespettaiularaswitiofthegame -hitting sixes plowing 
to the galleries etc That he was tall and good looking added to the c harisma Mv sister was bonki rs over 
him Not surprisingly he went r n to ait in u Hindi mot u A sort of early day Sandet p Patii sou inuld 

say 





























Jigti l*ataudi 

fursoriifu^d 

hi > ^j/</ss (\i niaki s fits 
/nugu (iti mort 
r mmntH just think of 
th( ^otiraf^i and tiiknt it 
till } to hi so SM( (t ss/u/ a 
cTuktUr dt spite tht 
handuap hesury 
inipressu t 
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( hunt 

ifosu ami 1 d 
IlKi to hi *,( t rt 
u ifh him ht- '• 
thi kind of yits 
an^om uould 
like to go out for 
dniucT i ith o’U 
evining and 
uhenl sa« hin 
play I not’(id 
he's got a great 
pair of h gs 



liihntf I’uUlu Lt 





V,'-; 









Shifom lhapa 
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Preinjit Latins 

choice of 
India’s most 
attractive 
sportswomen 






Shiny 

Abrc^cun... The 
'girl next door’ 
looks. She is 
simple, but very 
charming. Her 
shyness makes 
her all the more 
cute. She Has a 
typical South 
Indian-ness 
about her. 





Madhumita liinhi... 

She is always 
composed-her 
ntouemeTits arc graceful 

and she has a feline 

beauty 





Vandana Rao... She is 
pretty. Hers is a very 
Indian face. She has a 
strange softness in her 






eyes .And a bewitching 
smile which is not easy 
to forget. 







0haktmKBBr 

Khambatta.*. 

Her courage and 
iH^ngth nave 
been a 

attraction She 
has a freshness in 
her face and a 
pleasant 
disposition 


I 
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Na0mAU..*She 
is gorgeous. 
Some 

sportswomen are 
Mautiful, but 
very rarely are 
they so beautiful. 
Whether in the 
water or out of it 
she always 
looked stunning. 
No wonder she 
was the second 
runner up in the 
Miss World 
competition. 


Ktf*.'' ' 
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Nirupama Man- 
kad...J'here wab bome 
thing very ttsteHy ah 
out her She always had 
a smite on her fate Re 
taxed and always at 
ease 


Shiraz Shaheed,„Like 
her golf she r > a lady 
with drive She appears 
confident She has a 
quiet charm Some¬ 
thing which IS difficult 
to describe 










.iS. 
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Jennifer Paen. .Be 
(tides her legs what I 
have always found 
attractive noi, been her 
aggressive attitude She 
had always been an 
attacking player Al 
ways competitive Never 
giving up 


lyL 


KamatfU Sttn4ku..Jter 
facepor trt^Pumabi 
haratness Thereisan 
airafiJiateltness about 
her, beat deoNtbedui 
thatoneword perwo- 
naUty 
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‘Waddy, Waddy' 

India versus England. 1971 
It took an illegible dis¬ 
play of leg breaks and 
the googly to win India 
her first Test and 
series in England. En¬ 
gland packed up for 
101 in the second in¬ 


nings at The Oval in 
1971, Chandrasekhar 
picking up six for 38. 
Left to score 174 in the 
last innings of the 
match, the Indians 
reached the target with 
four wickets to spare 


on 24 August at 2.42 
pm. The crowd surgfed 
onto the ground and 
Keith Miller later 
wrote that it was the 
most touching moment 
in cricket that he could 
remember. A res¬ 


taurant in London pro¬ 
duced a new menu card 
to match the ooca^on. 
The new insertions 
were; Wadekar cutlet, 
Gavaskar curry. Bed! 
pullao and Chan¬ 
drasekhar soup! 















Memorable Momen^ 
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Hockey nirvana 

World Cup victory m 197& 
The 1875 World Cup 
hookey victory was 
perhaps India's finest 
hour in the sport The 
ohampaernc was re 
Ushed even more as we 
beat Pakistan 1 m the 
finaJ after beinR dovra 
by a fmal m the first 
half 7 h€ effort that the 
team put m can be 
Bu mmed up by the fact 
that V J Philhps, the 
man behind India s vie 
tory, fainted on the 
rostrum while hningr 
up to receive the tro 
phy The PunjEd) gov 
emment declared a 
holiday for its offices 
the following day The 
government also 
announced a packet of 
Rs 5,000 for each play 
er of the victorious 
side 


All-Enaland for this 
Indian' 

Prika^h PaduKone vyms the 
iMSOiiile 

He was an extremely 
gifted individual Cer¬ 
tainly a factor that was 
universally acknow 
ledged But could he 
use this gift was the oft 
asked question He had 
won a bronze medal at 
the 1974 Asian Qames 
A gold at the Common¬ 
wealth Qames 

The All England 
Championship is consi¬ 
dered the international 
badminton touma 
ment the winner being 
considered the greatest 
m the world Plagued 
by injuries in 1979 
third-seeded Padukone 
nevertheless began the 
1980 championship on 


ISsVCiF 

MlAUtt 

wWm 


a confident note 
Without dropping a 
game he went p^ the 
first two rounds 
tamed Hadiyanto 15-0, 
16-10, beat veteran 


King was a glorious 
exhibition erf Padu- 
kone's talent as he out¬ 
played the top seed 15- 
3,16-10 

It was over He was 



Svend Pri 15-4 15-4 
and played an acutely 
tactical game to walk 
past second seed frfor 
ten Frost Hansen The 
final against leigning 
champion Liem Swie 


the greatest And India 
could exult un 
aba&hedly m one of its 
gieatestspuit 
mgmumenib The sub 
continent had secured 
a place in history 













Asian soccer 
champions! 

Pjakarta Astad, 1962 

At the iiiauirural Asian 
Games in Delhi, India 
oakewaled it in most 
events including Boo- 

Roadblockinthe 

final 

Davis Cup, 1966 
and 1974 

1066 and 1074 will go 
down as the greatest 
years of Indian tennis. 
In '74 the Davis Cup 
sqviad reached the final 
round. Sadly, it ended 
all so tamely. India 
beat Australia at Cal¬ 
cutta after getting past 
Japan at Kanpur in the 
Zonal final. In the In¬ 
ter-Zonal final at Poona 
we got the better of 


oer. However, we could South Korea and went 

donothing to Ibllow on to take the gold, 

this up in the interna- India beat South Korea 

tional sphere. The Indi- this time round in a 
ans sprang a welcome needle enoounter. PK 

surprise in the '63 Baneijee and Jamail 

Asiad. When they over- Sii^rh netted goals 
came a previous round within four minutes of 
defeat at the hands of each other early in the 


European Zone win¬ 
ners USSR in a thrill¬ 
ing encoimter. Much 
credit for India’s fine 
show that year should 
go to Anand Amritr^ 
and non-playing cap¬ 
tain Ramanathan 
Krishnan. But every¬ 
thing came to nought 
when the government 
decided that the team 
would not play the fin¬ 
al against South Afri¬ 
ca. That was the first 
time In^a boycotted a 
sporting event for non¬ 
sporting reasons. 


World amateur 
billiards champion 

Michael Ferreira wins the title 
thrice 

Being world champion 
once is a big deal but 
Michael Ferreira was 
thrice world amateur 
billiards champion. His 
achievements drew 
^greater attention after 
he persoxudly cam¬ 
paigned his cause, 
pointing out that his 
contemporary cricke- 


rtft BesrOf 
09 Indian 
Sport 


second hall'. The Ko¬ 
reans scored one. India 
was led by Chuni Oos- 
wami. That remained 
the most successful 
year of Indian soccer; 
we even managed to 
bring home the Merde- 
ka Cup that year. 


ters were better paid 
and getting more 
attention. It was 
rumoiu«d that he 
made it known that he 
did not want to accept a 
Padma Shri when 
other ciicketers wore 
being given Padma 
Bhushans. Ferreira 
earns a mention in the 
Ouinnesa Book of 
World Beoords for the 
highest break by an 
amateur—1140 at Cal¬ 
cutta on 15 December, 
1978. 









On top of the world! 

29 May. 1953. Mount Everest 

It stands at 29,028 feet, 
reaching upwards two-thirds 
through the earth’s atmosphere. 
To the Tibetans it is ‘Chomo¬ 
lungma’—Goddess Mother of 
the World. For the rest of world, 
it is simply Mount Everest, the 
highest peak on earth. After the 
Tibetan route had been opened 
there were several attempts 
made to reach the top between 
1921 and 1938. In the course of 
a year between 1951 and *52 
three attempts were made once 
again to scale the peak from the 
South-Ebst Ridge. All these had 
one thing in common. They 
fhiled. 

Would man ever conquer 
Everest? He did. On 29 May. 
1953 in an expedition led by 
John Hunt, Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay stood ‘on top of 
the world.’ A poor Sherpa and a 
‘sahib* had battled bravely 
against the uncertainties—the 
cold, the frostbite, lack of ox¬ 
ygen. strong winds and diffe¬ 
rent terrain—and reached the 
top of Everest. The picture on 
this page is of Tenzing taken by 
Hillary at the summit. 

When they returned to the base 
camp, the famous quote took 


root. "Well, we knocked the bas¬ 
tard off!" 

The night after having climbed 
the highest mountain in the 
world, Tmizing had his friend 
scrawl out a letter for him; “My¬ 
self along with one sahib 
reached summit Everest 28th 
May. Hope you will feel happy. 
Cannot write more. May I be 
excused.” Tenzing merely 
signed at the bottom. He didn't 
know how to write! 


The 400 metres at the Olympic 
Games has always been a presti¬ 
gious event. At Rome in 1960 it 
was considered even more spe- 
cia]. The race was wide open. 
There were more favourites than 
usual. Anyone could win. 

As the runners lined up at the 
start, the man to watch was an 
Indian sepoy. Milkha Singh. He 
had won the Helms Trophy the 
previous year for being the best 
quarter-miler in the world. 

At the end of the first lap, which 
was run at abrisker pace than 
usual, the Flying Sikh was 
third. Was India going to win 
her Olympic athletics medal? 
The Indian eventuklly broke the 
Olympic record of 45.8 secs by 
completing the distance in .6 
secs less. But as luck had it, 
three other competitors had algo 
done the same, the first two 
betteimg the world record! Mil¬ 
kha Singh was fourth. 

The story goes that Milkha was 
in line for a medal whmi he 
committed a grave error. Ete 
located over his shoulder to see 
how the rest of the field was 
doingl 










The Wortd In our 
Cup 

Prudential Cup 1983 
After lonng to Sn 
Lctnka m the Pniden- 
tial Cup m 1979 India 
were virtually no- 
hopers for the 1983 
World Cup One bookie 
offered 100-1 on India 
winning the tourna¬ 
ment Indications of In¬ 
dia upsetting the pun¬ 
dits were forthcoming 
tram the opening 
game The West Indios 
were defeated for the 
first time m three 
World Cups Zim¬ 
babwe, Australia and 
England followed suit 
Though India lost two 
matches, she produced 
the magic just when it 
was required Which 
enthusiast could have 
dieamt that on 25 June 
1983 it would be Kapil 
Dev—not Clive Lloyd— 
holding the most pre- 
stigfious international 
cricket trophy at 
Lord's West Indies 
looked like wtapping 
up the match until 



MadalLalm- 
duoed Viv Richards to 
puUuppishly Kapil 
Dev ran backwards to 
hold a difficult catch 
on the mid wicket 
boundary 


Prudential Cup 
re-run 

World championship o1 
Cricket 1985 

After losing the Test 
Senes against England 


iff 

m 1984-85 Indiaflew 
for the World Cham 
pionship of Cncket in 
Austraha English con 
ditions in 1983 had 
I been one thing butAu 
I stralla^ India, felt ex 
ports, had no chance 
Yet Azharuddin po¬ 
wered his way to 93 not 
out, Binny picked up 
wickets almost at will, 
Sivaramakrishnan in¬ 
troduced a long-lost 
aspect in a more ex¬ 
acting format success¬ 
fully Shastri excelled 
at whatever he tned, 
Srikkanth hit a onoe- 
m-a lifetime 57, Kapil 
Dev produced the im¬ 
possible with the bat 
and Sadanand Viswa- 
nath emerg^ed as one of 
the safest pair of 
hands—^if not the 
loudest—m the com¬ 
petition As a result, 

India beat Pakistan 
(twice) Australia, Eng¬ 
land and New Zraland 
and took away the glit 
tering trophy 
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Eden Gardens 
ablaze 

India versus W Indies, 1967 
Acoommodating 
80,000 In a ground 
where the capacity is 
60,000 can oreate prob¬ 
lems. The Test between 
India and West Indies 
in Cidcutta had the ing¬ 


redients of a prospec¬ 
tive explosion. And 
sure it sparked. A par¬ 
ticular section of the 
crowd erupted after an 
intruder was mer¬ 
cilessly beaten up by 
the police. An invasion 
resulted... then vio¬ 
lence. The players ran 
for the pavilion and in 


out) uase, to the hotel. 
The ofUcisls. who had 
duplicated tickets to 
reap a windfall, had to 
hide in the players’ 
bathroom. Some were 
smi^gled through the 
players' bus to safety. 
The West Indians, 
shaken by the drama, . 
refhsed to continue 


the aeries. Even- 
.tually persuaded other¬ 
wise by Worrell, they 
went on to win the 
Test. So greatly were 
the CAB officials re- 
leived that the tour had 
not been Jeopardieed, 
that an extra Bs 100 
was paid to Indian 
iday^r ingratitude! 









Out for a walk! 

India versus Australia, 

Melbourne, 1981 

To get a cl^rer idea—as clear as 
one can get with pictures off the 
video screen alongside—^follow 
the sequence of photographs on 
this page. Sunil Gavaskar was 
given out leg before to Lillee in 
the second innings after 
Chauhan and he had put up a 
first wicket stand in excess of 
160. In the first picture, Gavas¬ 
kar argues with Lillee m ai n ta in - 
ing that he had played the ball 
before it hit the pad. He then 
turns to the umpire, pleading 
his case. Finally disgusted, he 
walks away to the pavilion but 
not before taking Chauhan 
(third picture at left) away as 
well. This constituted a walkout, 
the conceding of the match. The 
situation was saved seconds la¬ 
ter by the quick thinking mana¬ 
ger who escorted the incoming 
Vengsark^ to the gate and 
averted a virtual give-away. The 
irony of it all was that India 
went on to win the match! 


Once is not enough 

India versus England. Old 
Trafford, 1952 

Getting bowled out in a day is 
bad enough for any cricket side. 
But twic»?! After having been 
skittled out for 58 at Old Traf¬ 
ford on 10 July, 1952, India 
followed on without any per¬ 
ceptible change in fortunes. For 
a side comprising Vinoo Man- 
kad, Pankaj Roy, Hemu Adhi- 
kari, Hazare, Umrigar, Phadkar 
and Manjrekar, India could pro¬ 
duce only five scores in excess of 
ten in both innings combined. 
England won the match by an 
Innings and 207 runs. There 
have been only two such inst¬ 
ances in test cricket since 1877. 


Some appetite! 

K.K Santra is sent back from 
Los Angeles 

Kama! Kanta Santra first 
caused a ripple when he was 
selected for the Los Angeles 
Olympics even though his per¬ 
formance at the trials had not 
come up to the expectation of the 
experts. On the eve of the event 
in Los Angeles he realised that 
he was overweight. As a result, 
he would not participate in the 
56 kg class. The assumption 
was that Santra had overeaten 
before his event. However, he 
tried to palm off the blame onto 
his coach, who Santra said had 
asked him to go in for a sauna 
bath, little realising that a 
sauna bath generally decreases 
weight, not increase it! This 
mini confusion mushroomed 
with Santra having to be sent 
back home midway through the 
Olympics! 






















TiMalfOUt 

Aslad hockey Anal, 1982 

At the Asiaa level, we 
havmt done «Kaep- 
tkihaUjr when 
cballsaged fai 7 aroh riv* 
■la Faldetan. The only 
glorioue year was In 
1986when India was 
aide to out short their 
winning streak. The 
Asian Games in 1962 
was an oiiqxxrtunity to 
prove our superiority 
on home aoU. Since the 
hookey final vtras for us 
the most prestigious 
event of the Asiad, the 
President of India and 
the Prime Minister 
turned up to watch. 
Zafar Iqbal's team 
scored first but could 
not prevent the biggest 
embarrassment to Indi¬ 
an hockey. India lost 
1-7 (inset). The Presi¬ 
dent left cold (inset). It 
was an important hic¬ 
cup on an otherwise 
successful Asiad for 


Clean sweep 

India versus England, 1959 

Getting defeated in a 
Test series in no reason 
for national despair. 
But the manner in 
which hodia was beaten 
in WngljmH in 1959 
oompriaed her heaviest 
defeat inaTest serieB 
abroad. India was 
beaten 0-5. Only twice 
did the aide SOOTS above 
goo in the entire series. 
A.A. Baig was at tile 
head of the batting 
averages with 41.85. 
Nias Bng^dShmen bet¬ 
tered that in the oourse 
of live Tests! 
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O what a fail, 
countrymen! 

Montreal Olympics, 1976 

1976 was the year of 
the African boycott of 
the McHitreal Olym¬ 
pics. It was the year of 
the Games going com- 


jai’iif' 


meroial and the year of 
the introduction of the 
synthetic hockey sur¬ 
face. India, as a result, 
was meted the big¬ 
gest blow. The pre¬ 
vious year she had won 
the World Chip at Kuala 
Lumpur but at Mon- 
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She was clobbered 
by the Australians 1- 
d—the worst Indian de¬ 
feat till then on the in¬ 
ternational scene—and 
finally ended up a low¬ 
ly seventh. India lost to 
W. German,,, Holland 
and Australia (twioe). 


Summer of'42 

India versus England, Lord's 
1974 

Forty-two runs in 77 
minutes might have 
been passed off for a 
decent limited-overs 
effort, not a team 
score. Considering that 
India's batting com¬ 
prised Qavakkar, En¬ 
gineer. Solkar, Vi^- 
wanath, Brfjesh Patel, 
Aahok Mankad and 
Abid Ali at Lord's the 
tally was as disastrous 
as inexplicable. The 
joke In the wake of the 
batting ooUapee 
showed a laity berating 
her husband; "How 
many times have I told 
you to go to the tirilet 
befbreoomlng to the 
matohr England, 
irony of ironies, had 
scored 689 in the first 
innings! The tour of 
England in 1974 went 
down as the Bummer of 
'481 
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Have ability, will 
travel 

India fail to go the World Cup n 
1950 

India qfuaJifted foi thf* 
Julas Rimet Cup m 
1950 graduating ftom 
the Asian Zone Byvu 
tue of being bettei than 
Philiipines and Burma 
in Group 10 India won 
the chance to play m 
the Woi Id Cup being 
organised m Brazil To 
improve the standard 
of the players an En 


ghshroach was im¬ 
ported for a period of 
foul months Surpri¬ 
singly India puukl out 
at the last minute 
Reasons'^ Fearing that 
our standard would be 
far below the interna 
tional level, India’s 
pullout was mter- 
pieted as one to save 
our Bide from disgrace 
Moreover the rumour 
went around that parti 
oipation in the Wor id 
Cup would clash with 
the amateur status of 
the coumt y s footbal 
lers' 


Players present, kit 
missing . 

India versus Australia 
Jamshedpur 1984 

Losing cricket matches 
16 no embarrassment 
when compared to the 
organisational foul up 
which can rum a sport¬ 
ing contest The visit¬ 
ing Australian team 
was to play India m a 
one day international 
at Jamshedpur on 5 
October 1985 No one 
was present to receive 
the two teams on their 
an ivsl at the Calcutta 
lUrport on the evening 
pnor to the fixture 


The players reached 
Jam^iedpur only €0 
minutes before sche¬ 
duled start—^without 
their kit bags Thelug- 
gige had to be de¬ 
spatched by road as the 
aircraft ceu'rymg the 
players was not lit 
enough to burden the 
extra weight A high¬ 
way search was made 
for the van carrying 
the kit bags while a 
packed stadium sat 
watching the Aussies, 
down to their T-shirt 
and shorts, slog it out 
at baseball Play began 
at 12 30 pm and aftei 
5 2 overs ram pulled 
the curtain down on 
the fax CP 
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TOUR DE FRANCE, 1986 


Greg Lemond anas Msmy 


T our DE FRANCE A 
cydist’b dream and 
nightmare It is a war, it is 
an eiHC, it is mdeed the 
triumph of will 23 days on 
a bicyde from Pans to 
Pans through the pro¬ 
vinces, for the most co 
veted honour in cycling and 
one of the most fifemorous 
crowns in European sports 
For the past 83 years, it 
has been the legacy and the 
monopoly of the Euro 
peans Yet as one of the 
most gnteliing 1 ours of 
France came to the end m 
the shadow of the Eiffel 
ToweronJulv27 it was an 
American who aonncd the 
yellow jersey the symbol 
of the leader of the race 
Greg Lemond had survived 
the betraval of his best 
friend to tecome the first 
non European in lastory to 
wm the honour 
It IS a success story 
which IS histone not be 
cause of an Amencan s pre 
mature wm It is the story 
of loyalty and betrayal from 
two top athletes of the 
world It 1 $ the saga of one 
of the most gniellmg sport 
mg events m history 
Probably only a French 
man can frilly comprehend 
the significance of the Tour 
and its mystique It is the 
world’s most famous nch 
est and longest bu ycle 
race It is ateo the mrdest 
Imagme a course through 
Normandy Bntanyandthe 
Pyrenees and the Alps 
Cm one imagme a more 
pteturesque route for a eye 
mt But 4,100 kilometers 


of tqis and downs aie hard 
to take even when they are 
wrapned m exotic beauty 
The 'Tour, divided mto 23 
stages of varying distances, 
n a test of wiU, stamina, 
skdlandendursnce 210 
nders set out and only 132 
finish. They came from 21 


Battling against millions of 
partisan French fans and the 
betrayal of his fiiend Bernard 
Hinault, American Greg 
Lemond became the first 
non-European to win the 
prestigious Tour de France 


teams from France, bpam, 
Italy and Belgium The 
Netherlands Colombia and 
for the first time a team 
from the United States 
The team effort is mdis 
pensdble {(»: mdividual sue 
cess Greg Lemond be 
longs to Vie Claure from 
France so does Bernard 
Hinault, a five time wumer 
of the Tour In fact only 


two others had won it five 
times A sixth win would 
make Hinault immortal m 
his home land But Hinault 
had made a promise at the 
end of last year’s race to 
assist Lemond for his first 
ever win It was a token of 
gratitude for letting him win 
his fifth title 
Greg Lemond, who had 
finished third m 1984 coidd 



have won last year’s 1 our 
Instead he made a great 
persona] sacrifice tu enable 
ms mentor and fr%nd to 
realize a dream The team 
effort mvolves tactics such 
as "drafting” ui which team¬ 
mates blaze tte way for the 
leader by cuttmg wind re¬ 
sistance Hinault was m 
trouble m last yemr’s race in 
the Pyrenees mount ain s 
While ascending Col de 
Tourmalet, one of the ma¬ 
jor climbs of the race, he 
was lagging belund 
Lemond whose strength 
lies ai chmlang forged 
ahead At this stage La Vie 
Claue coach Paul Koechh 
mterfered Hefeltthata 
blazing Lemond might take 
along Ireland s Stephen 
Roche, who could endanger 
Hinault s overall lead He 
ordered Lemond to fall 
back and the Amencan did 
If he had not, he could have 
won the 19M Tour de 
France and bounced 
Hinault out of the record 
books I 

At the conclusion of the 
race came Huiault s mrom 
ise of returning the favour 
this year Lemond trusted 
his friend whom he had 
helped the year before too 
'The team spemsors, coach 
and the French team mem 
bars were secretly pulling 
for Hinault, while o^nly 
supportmg Lemond Coach 
Koechli was wishy washy 
from the outset "Lojaewy, 
this year is Cuvg’s turn' 

Ik a few days before 
the lour began “But the 
first thing 1 have to look for 
IS that the team wms I 
prefer Hoiault to a nder 
from anothet team ' 
Members of other teams 
had openly stated that 
Huiault would not resist the 
teraptaticm of a snetb title 
before hu impending re- 
tiremmit on ha 3^ birth- 






day. Gres Lenxmd 
befievedlnhisloyattjr and 
promise. And he wm in for 
the tamest shock of his life. 

Cta July 15, the Frendi- 
man showed his true col¬ 
ours. In the 12th ^e, he 


I - 


from foe pack in the 
Pyrenees mountains of 
Southwest France to build 
up a 5-nwute lead. Tlw 
man who had likened 
Lemond as his twin brofoer 
was dearly double cros¬ 
sing. l>en]ond was hurt and 
outraged. Hinault’s game 
plan was suddenly clear to 
him. If LemcHid w<m, 
HinauK would be the gra¬ 
cious loser who kept his 
w«d. If Hinault won, he 
would be a legend in cycling 
history. 

“I came to this race ex¬ 
pecting him to honour that 
promise," said Lemond re¬ 
ferring to his friend's prom¬ 
ise aftCT the 1985 finish. “1 
ttxHight he was sincere. I 
believed him. I realize now 
that everything he said was 
designed tp take pressure 
off him. It put him in a 
no-1^ situation." 

Hinault's response was 
for frxxn magnanimous. 
"What's the trouble, his 
legs hurt^?" he asked. 
"May be it^ just as well 
that he quits if he doesn't 
want to win foe race any¬ 
more." 

Lemond argued that had 
Hinaidtsaid^thebe^- 
ning foe race that ewdi 
one was for himself, he 
would ridcfen a different 
race. Stfflhehungin 
although Hbault's 5.25 mi¬ 
nute lead Indeed unsur- 
mountable. Hinault dug his 
own grave foe fofiowing 
day as be decided to attack 
again at the hardest sini^ 
sta^ of the Tour, racing 
against the dock. No one 
usually attacks two con¬ 
secutive stages in a row. 
After 154 kilometres and 
just SOkiloiiieters from foe 
fimaheff that stage, henm 
out of gas. Lem^ Urs 
Z un m a anof Syitaerimd 
and feBow Amencaa Andy 
Hampaten foe only other 
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La Mond comes down Mw Champa Elyaaaa 


American on La Vie 
Claire's team, passed him. 
Eventually Zimmerman and 
Hampsten would finish 
third and fourth respec¬ 
tively. 

In fact, Hwiq>sten, who 
also won the award for the 
top-first year racer of the 
Tour, helped Lemond by 
attacking first and settii^ 
up Lonond's solo charge in 
foe last five kilometers. 
"That's what won me the 
Tour de France. I have to 
really thank Andy for that," 
Lemond gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged later. By then it was 
clear Hinault’s four French 
teammates were pulling for 
Mm. Lemond had Hamp- 
sten and Canadian Steve 
Bauer. In fact, Bernard 
Ta]m, the owner of La 
Ckiire. a health-food chain 
which sponsored the team, 
was also supporting tltt 
Frenchman in his hrart. So 
were 55 million French¬ 
man Here was the kme 
American, Cheered by his 
parents and wife Kathy. 

Over foe next few days, 
foe rtvafry between the 
once great friends became 
more and more bitter. On 


July 20, Lemond earned the 
yellow jersey during the 
17th stage of the Tour as 
he raced down the ^e- 
some Col Dlzoard descent 
with Zimmertnan rimt on 
his tail Hinault finished 
13th in that stage and third 
overall. 

Hinault seemed to work 
for the team at last. In fact, 
with Zimmerman in the 
second i^ce at that stage, 
it was a clever move to 
make that kind of a promise 
and keep it. On day 21 of 
the Tour, their very last 
day in the Ak>s, they traded 
the lead several times be- 
fto’e building up a 5:15 mi¬ 
nute lead over Zimmerman. 
For the last 130 kiiometers 
of that stage they raced like 
id^ teammates and 
finished it arm in arm. 
Lemond pushed his team¬ 
mate to the finish fine so 
that he couM finish fost. 

It todc oidy seconds for 
Lemond to realize that it 
was another (firty tridi by 
the Frenchman who gfra*- 


France." Lemond could 
have btdlt a Mgger lead foan 
foe 2:45 edge on Ifinault, 
had he pushra harder at foe 
final cfiitd). He had not done 


that their personal feud was 
over. Once they hand pas¬ 
sed the mountams, Hinauh 
was in a better poatkm and 
he kept attaddng. Lemond 
kept up with him and foey 
finished with identical 
times. 

Their last showdown ' 
occurred at the ^ 
kilometer individual time 
trial a Ifinauh speciality. 

He promised that if he 
coidd not redaim the lead¬ 
er's yeflow jersey after 
that, he would not chd- 
lenge Lemond. A fell and 
tte change of the damaged 
bicycle a few kilometers 
later took away at least 30 
seconds from L^ncMid. His 
rival won it by 25 seconds. 
The American was still the 
overall leader at 2:13. At 
this stage, Hinault made 
the fon^ announcement 
that the Tour was over and 
Lemond had won. 

The Frenchman kept a 
straight face at the end of 
Tour after the remaining 
three stages. “I’ve really 
thrown eveithing at Greg," 
he said. ‘Tve pushed him 
as hard as I can and spared 
him nothing, not words, 
nor action. I’ve put him 
under maxinuim pressure. 

If he didn't buckle, that 
means he’s a champion and 
deserves to win." 

Before the individud 
time-trial Lemond had said, 
"I feel like I’m one rider 
against the whole of 
France." Indeed he was. 
StiU he rode in absolute 
0ory past foe fiiudt Bk on 
the Champs-Elysees in foe 
hemt of Paris. At 25, be 
had won foe Tour, akhough 
finisMtffi first in just one 


tty, but cautioned, "foe 
Tow is not over. 1 have not 
oiSeaed Greg foe Tow de 


stage. Sixyearaofpndies- 
sio^ rildM had at ]»t paid 
andfoei^ dyspe 
begwott victim Was foe 
eiqiwor (rf Firsioe d least 
for one d^. 







P ICKING up from where 
we stopp^ last week, 
the topic of contention is 
sbll fatigue Having already 
differentiated between 
physical fatigue and 
psychdogical fetigue, we 
can go back just enough to 
inform people who ha\e 
just jom^ us 
Physical fatigue is the 
tvpe of fatigue that we feel 
when the limbs feel tired 
after a long and exhausting 
workout exhaustion IS 
something that is described 
by athletes as almost re 
wardmg—fur it is a sign 
that they have really 
pushed tlwir body to the 
limit 

Psychological fatigue, on 
the other hand affects you 
tlirough the mind it dots 
not necessarily have to 
accompany physical latiguc 
and I an gnp you even be 
fore you compete If you 
aie the sort that gets 
affected by competition 
pressures vou may find 
that your mouth gets undu 
h di\ and vour legs feel as 
il tlierc IS lead coursing 
thruugli the yeins 
There are mainlv three 
factors that lead to fatigue 
m sport 1 he first of these 
is over traimng and over 
exertion’ The second is 
heat stroke The last is 
environment 
If vou get the fatigue 
bug the best thmg vou can 
do IS work out whv you 
have been affected Check 
vour daily workout sche 
dule and see if vou are 
ovet-training There is a 
very thin line between 
enough training and ner 
training Once vou have 
been ^le to notch up how 
much IS enough and how 
much IS overdoing it you 
can derive the maximum 
fiom yiMir session on the 
field 

Similarlv if vou are not 
mto sport and just work out 
for the sole purpose of 
keeping fit then lessen the 
load th^ you are lifting and 
you find that you can get 
over the fatigue that vou 
feel after everv workout 


FITNESS 


Keep yourself 
above fatigue 


TTie second in the list 
concerns the temperature 
that you tram in 11 you 
tram in very hot conditions 
the heat saps vou of excess 
energy as you sweat dunng 
the workout The physical 
exeition is enough to tire 
you but when combined 
with the oppressive heat it 
can lead to severe fetiguc 
Fhe last fact that leads to 
fatigue IS envii uimcnt 
Sticking to the same area of 
trainmg can dull the mind 
and lessen the intensity 
with winch you look lor 
ward to voui training scs 
smn lake for instance a 
person who lifts weights m 
a gym as his dailv workout 
session If the gym is a dull 
place that holds no appeal 
for the person he will stall 
complaining ol psveholugn 
dl fatiguf This could t\cn 
affect In enthusiasm to 
visit the gyni regukirly But 
it you can tiain in a healthy 
emironment you will un 
consciously look forwaid to 


visiting the gym 
Whatever the case, 
the re has to be correspond 
ing precautions and treat 
menl In the same way, 
iatigue also has its pre 
c autionary measures that 
can be charted as follows 

• 1 he njdit person for the 
nght spoit It doesn t really 
make sense il vou take a 
pel son who is very strong 
ly built m the legs and try to 
make him mto a thrower 
Ihc legs do plav a part in 
the throw cl s act but the 
main emphasis is on the 
anus shoulders and upper 
body Vou have to IcKik at 
yourself and choose the 
sport that you arc best 
suited toi If you art very 
shoit some of the sports 
you obyiously wont go for 
arc basket bill and high 
tumping 

• I he I ight kind of training 
piogi uniiu s You have to 
do the nght kind of con 
dilionmg cxtiiiscs that are 
suited to the sjxirt you aie 


Tlier** an* niainJy three factors 
that lead to fati^e in sport. The 
first of these is ‘o> er>t raining and 
oxer-exertion". The second is 
Tieat stroke". The last is 
Viixiroiinient\ If von get the 
fatigue hug, the best thing you 
eaii do is work out why >ou haxe 
been affected...whatever the 
ease, there has to be 
eorreH|>ondiitg precautions and 
treatment 


mterested m In an age 
where every spoU has 
been broken up mto diffe 
rent facets experts have 
devised suitable exerases 
that will condition and 
strengthen the parts of the 
body that will come mto 
play during that particiilai 
sport 

• Full acclunatisation to 
the k^al temperature It is 
advisable that an athlete 
get fully acclimatised to the 
area wdiere he will be tnun- 
mg and more importantly, 
compebng If you sudderdy 
start tranung m an ex- i 
tremely hot and humid 
locality even a trained 
athlete will find that he tures 
much earlier and feels 
much more wrashed out af 
ter his workout This be 
cause he loses much more 
bod) fluids through sweat 
mg and his body tempera 
ture nses way above what 

It IS used to An athlete 
should spend at least two 
months getting used to ex¬ 
tremes in clmiate before 
expecting his body to per 
torm to hill c apacity without 
getting fatigued 

• Close checks on the 
body in training An athlete 
who IS trainmg rcgulaiiy 
should keep a close watch 
on his physical condition it 
IS not enough to thmk that 
vou are training regularly 
so voui bixly is obviously m 
prime condition But what 
can luj^n is that your 
body will suffer from fluid 
loss or such dietary losses 
that have to be c Imcked and 
supplemented 

Apart Irom the reasons-* 
that we have outlined so 
far there are some other 
small things that have to be 
taken mto consideratKin 
Fatigue ran result from aJI 
Uiat we have gone mto, but 
it could also emerge from a 
personahty problem Once 
vou have been able to pm 
pomi the region from 
where your fatigue stems 
from vou will liave gone a 
long way in ensunng a vir 
tuallv trouble free associa 
tion with the world of 
sport 
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July Dnnunitivc 
Knshdtni Dev turns 
on his mafpr to store a 
hattnck aeamst Thailand 
and take mdia into tht 
semi final of thi Meideka 
Cup so(cer tournament it 
Kuala Lumpur 

July Stc v( t ram 
off nfdandihums 
out tht vear s fasti st 8(Xlm 
run as ht (bests thi tape at 
thi Commonwealth Games 
matime of 1 43 ihis 
tuning however is well 
outsidt Sc bdstun Coe s 
world record of 1 41 73 


Lumpur as they lose to 
C/ci hoslovakia by a soht 
irv go ilscoredm extra 
time in tht other semi 
tuul Malaysia get the bet 
ter of Japan to meet 
C/t L-hoslovakia m die firal 

Australia make a clean 
swetp of the marathon at 
the Commonwealth Games 
as Rob De Castella and Lisa 
Martin win the men s and 
women s categories re 
spettnely 

JohnMcLnroewtds latum 
O’Neal m a quiet ceremony 


this year by losing his job 
Bearyot has been replated 
by Azegbo Vicini the for 
mer Italian under 21 squad 
manager 

3 August Malaysia 
keep the Merdeka Cup 
soccer trophy at home as 
they get the better of 
Crechosloyakia by three 
goals m the final at Kuala 
Lumpur 

Sanjay Sawant survives a 
stiff fightbatk by Geet Sethi 
to wm the 1 aj All India 
Inv itation Snooker touma 


shavmgoff 04 of a second 

4 August Unseeded 
Karel Novacek of 
Czechoslovakia wnns his 
first Gratxl Pnx title as he 
crushes second seeded 
1 hierry Tulasne of France 
m the first set and holds off 
a comeback attempt m the 
second to wn the DC 
National Classic at 
Washmgton 

August Indian 
athletes have a field day 
at the Playmakers interna¬ 
tional athletics meet at 





(ram Kasparov and Anato 
!y Karpov adjourn their 
second game of the world 
chess championship re 
/e ngt match at! ondun il 
icr a total of 71 moves 

1 August India bow out 
oltheMfidekaCup 
soccer tournament at Kuala 


attended only bv members 
of the familv and close 
fhendsat/lvstet Bav in 
Long Island New York 

August t iizo Beat 
/ot manage! of the Ita 
lian fcKitball team that won 
the W orld Cup lour years 
agombpain pavstorhis 
team s failure at Mexico 


ment at New Delhi 

Tamara Costae he of Koma 
nid cleaves through the wa 
tel to set 1 new world 
rt cord m the 50m freestyle 
for women on the first day 
of the Balkan swimming 
and diving championships at 
Vienna Costache improves 
her own rec Old of 25 35 by 


New Delhi as they win all 
but two of the 13 finals 
decided on the opening 
day 

Gam Kasparov goes one 
up m the world chess cham 
pionship revenge match as 
Anatoly Karpov resigns the 
fourth game before play can 
be started today 
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ACROSS 

1 They called him Snake in the last 
senes between India and England 
(1 5) 

4 Itinerant explorer may be mistaken 
for an Indian car (7) 

8 American middle distance runner 
who first ran the mile in less than 
four minutes comprises a fork (4) 

9 Only player to have played hockey 
for India and Pakistan in the 
Olympics may be confused for r 
wrestler (4) 

10 Verb used foi Muhammad Al s 
finesse (5) 

11 Pormer West Indian manager who 
might even be referred to as 
Senator returns (4) 

IP What actor Rajesh Khanna and 
cricketer Ashok Mankad have in 
common returning (4) 

13 A person responsive to jaz? has 
something in common with Ian 
Botham (7) 

15 Banned from soccer alter he had 
accosted a referee this Australian 
went on to become one of the 
fastest bowlers of all time (7) 

DOWN 

1 The unkindest cricket stroke (i) 

2 If you flight the ball you are said to 
be giving it more’ (3) 

3 Granular crystalline limestone could 
be confused for a Wimbledon lad cs 
champion between the Wars (6 1) 

5 Wimbledon great of the early days 
ends in an exclamation of 
disappointment t7) 

6 You need a strong this 1o win in 
chess (3 4) 

7 Racing venue in England may be 
mistaken for a Calcutta shopping 
centre (1 6) 

13 Unit of scoring in tennis (3' 

14 You have a home this in rugby (3) 

Exotllent 17-15, Good 14-13, Fair 

12 


QUESTIONS 

1 When did India hold the first inter 
national hockey tournament on its 
own soiP 

2 What IS Velocipede’ 

3 Who was the first man to win the 
Olympic 3 000 m steeplechase 
twice’ 

4 Who was India s vice captain in the 
1948 Olympic hockey tournament’ 

5 Which countries figured in the first 
ever Olympic hockey match’ 

b Of how many rounds does a bout 

* compose in amateur boxing > 

7 Is there any specification for the 
water on which long distance races 
ir canoeing take place’ 

8 What IS Glacianum 

9 Which great English cricketer was 
known as the Master’ 

10 For what sport IS boston Celtics 
famous’ 


ANSWERS 

1 In 1962 at Ahmedabad 

2 An earlier form of the bicycle 

3 Volmari Iso hollo (Finland) —m 
1932 and 1936 

4 K D Singh ( Babu) 

5 ScotlancTand Germany However 
Germany was represented by a 
club side 

6 Three 

7 No II may take place on any type of 
river lake or open water 

8 If IS the first mechanically re'r ger 
aled ir e skating nnk of the world 
in Chelsea London 

9 Sir John Berry Hobbs 
10 Basketball 



QUESTIONS I 

1 What IS ISO > I 

2 What IS Pie Seifert Open ’ 

^ Whaf IS AUGUST 1 <> 

4 What IS EJocce ’ 

5 Which cr)untry won the highest i 

numbr r of medals in the first Winter I 
Asian Games held this year ’ 

6 Who holds the Asian recoid for the 
men > 100m dash now and with 
wha* timing ’ 

7 What IS the current Asian record for , 
women s shot put and who holds it ’ ' 

8 What IS understood by carry in 
table tennis ’ 

9 Which former internationally famous 
sportsman had Marcellus as 
middle name originally ’ 

10 What IS a refusal in the eguestrian 
event ’ 


ANSWERS I 

1 Internal onal Special Olympics 
under whose sponsorship special 
games (or the mentally retarded are > 
held ir more than 50 countries every 
year 

2 Tennis tournament in South Bend 
Indiana 

3 Top >ports team of China run by the 
army 

4 A bowling game ol Italian origin 

5 Japan (29 g 23 s 6 b) 

6 Zheng Chen (China) 10 28 secs 

7 18 93m held by Cong Yuzhen 
(China) 

6 A carry is executed with a 
rr>lativety slow batswing applying 
only a little strength white exercising 
good control over the iJiacement of 
the shot and i s tratectory 

9 Muhammad Alt (Cassius Marcellus 
Clay) 

10 If a horse goes around an obstacle i 
instead of leaping over A that is 
termed refusal and the relevant I 
competitor is penalised 


J 






52 




W U J.S Ii()()K ()F EX( MJ JEN( i: 


TT'r^/^T’TJ A T T 

X wU X JtS/VLiJL 


In this extract, the author K. Bhaskaran dwells on two 
players, both strikers and schemers, who are arguably 
the finest ever to have graced the game of football. 
Diego Armando Maradona and Pele. The book is 
published by Orient Longman Limited and is priced at 

Rsl 20 


K\l]H louldnot 

bu ak the ilub s ]inx iii thi 
Luropi in Chmipions Lufi 
B ULi Icm I s niountinK inxu tv 
tOMiuK ttu om Uophvthat hid 
m VII ddfirnt.d Uu u showc dsi iwin 
poundtdbv Uieu liiluit lornt irh i 
di (Hdi toqudlifv tot tht lompt tition 
pirhipsmidt tlicni t«rk out iiivord 
tt iiistci f( i ot £ t h million tot I )k ko 
A rmando M Itddond ifUrUw 
Wot Id C up tn his two sv isons d* 
spiU !>howmKKiimpstsoilusbt( itli 
takuiK skills diid winnmK th» Sp inish 
tupand Lea^nut Lup Iht ^iKtnlim 
wonder bov did not deliver the K‘«tds 
His transfer to Napoli lot kb t mil 
bon—Bartclonadii said to have lost 
ilK million in Maiadona s wif>i s 
boiiuses medieal expenses and otht r 
perks came as a rclie f toi all atU t bis 
no holds bant d wai with ilub pie sj 
dent Jose 1 uis Nunez 
At Napoli t(«j he has not be tn a 
Messiah Iht Italian e lub hive not liad 
even the eonsolition of i C up suetess 
But thev found a eusluon tn the 
retovei V of almost the ii e ntire outla> 
on the lurientreiordtiansfei tee 
thioui;h sale ot season takets Be 
sides se.ve iitv thousand tutned up to 
st'e Maiadona towh ofl the ball foi a 
hastil> ananged fiiendiv between two 
local youth tt'anis Maradonal shirts 
and wiRS found many buyers 
^ et die (bsceniinK do not eonsidt i 
him a failure in his lour seasons ui 
Lurope Ihtv point to several ex 
tenuaungfaetors Pnneipalfvhe has 
lacked the supporting cast to eonsis 
tently outwit opposition tougher than 


111 h id met iii the five se isoiis he w is 
the li admg m u ksman and pi iv m iki i 
at home in Argentina He ilsohishid 
to eontend with rivals who believe tbit 
any means that suiett ds in slopping 
him is 1 nr I he ankle injury that the 
Bute he i of Biltiao Goikm e he a in 
fill U d on him in his fii st st ison in 
Spam thre ite nt d to e ncl his e iie e i 
Rut he was haek iltei two months 
I hen wilen he s iw i doe toi f< t w h it 
he believed te)be mni)Uivlhit 
hampe led his giving ot his be st In 
was told he h lel hep ilitis incl w is 
advised to st IV ottthi ginn toi l\v i 
month In soitie g ime s he took the 

The chunky 
Maradona, who had 
made his international 
bow at 16, just four 
months after his league 
debut, was expected to 
be one of Argentina's 
aces when they hosted 
the World Cup But 
when he was excluded * 
from the final squad of 
twenty-two, the 
dissappointed 
17-year-old stormed out 
of the camp 


he Id w he 11 he should not h ive As in 
the I mope mCup winneis Luuuuat 
Ui tin'll igiinst Minehestet United 
Nine pun killing iii)( e turns bite Iv let 
hun lift Ills le g 

Mu pie (oe unis M u idona had not 
beemintimiliII witluli loinlitiiig 
mention ot n\ il ind high e xpeeta 
tuiiis < t 111 )wn elut)s in \rgentina 
But lilt \ Wile not soinlinst NtiUiir 

II 1(1 lit bi (n w t iglii d down bv pi< ss 
uies lithe held in'.pile ut the 
nund lx gglint, pine I igs ih il hid lx. 
gnn (M 11 Ik It It tlu jqs World 

C up \i gi ntuio, luiuot s who disi o 
\e le d this titth111 iight i hildten ol i 
I iilw n wt rkt 1 on tlu w isteluidsol i 
Bill n’s £iii s ghe ttt) when he was jusi 
tbii te t n ind be e ti d him up with vit i 
mins ind irije tions were keentoeish 

III (Il lie bids troni It ili in and Spanish 
I lulls I he tieleni e of the World blip 
luledout liistianslei ibroad and the 
\(ginlini L’ovi iiiment stepped in to 
he Iji Bi te i J uniors se e ure him on a kxin 
trinstei toi k 2 8 nuilinii Boea toi 
wliom Matadon i won tlK Argentine 

(hampionshipin 1981 were neither 
iblt to paj Ai gtnlmos lumors on 
sehe dull not lould thev afford the 
pi iver s liigh wage s though the> 
stiovt to raise tiK amount through 
innumi r ihle h le ndlics I hus his trans 
fei to Banelona was wekomed by 
Mar idom and Argt ntmos who not 
onh Hnallv got then dues but also 
gamed till mone'V to build the side that 
won them their first eve r Argentine 
ehampumshipin 198 t 

the I hunky Maradona who made 
his mu matiorbd bow at sixteen, just 




ftmr months after his League debut, 
was expected to be one of Argentina’s 
aces when they Imsted the World 
Cup But when he was excluded from 
the final squad of twenty two, the 
disappointed 17 -year-old stonned out 
of the camp He calmed down soon 
enough and rethmed to bi eathe the 
atmosphere of the biggest soccer 
event at first hand and latei, as one of 
the three reluctantly axed shared the 
I eward of success with the squad 
membeis 

Not unnaturally he ..las head and 
shoulders above the rest in Uie South 
American \outh Championship Uru- 
iniay beat Argentma m the final, but 
Monte video's Centcnaiio Stadium re 
\erbt‘rated with the name of Mnrado 
na B\ the linit he led Argentina to 
vKtorv in the second HI* A World 
\outhClidnipionshipat lokvo Ik had 
captiucd the imagination of the world 
of tiK>tb,ill 1 he offii lal i epoi t on the 
toumanic nt aci Liimed the Argentine 
skippei foi bringing a new dimension 
to the game whuh he iiad given hints 
ot on the loui of Europe with the 
senioi Aigentmi team FaiticuLirlv 
inenioiabic was his display againt 
b( otland al Hampden Park when tor 
all the slw< kit s that hit> rivals sought 
to pul on him he got away like 
iloudini 


T HLiobust supeibgoal scoit-r 
had dt \ t lo|)e d int r> a fint tacti 
Clan He now took the whole 
lit Id into liib \ ision t ompar ible 
moit to 1)1 Siefano than Pele in his 
enetgelic and inventive plav all over 
the pitch linking with his colleagues 
with quit k one tw os and die lating the 
Uend and flkiw of play And Ik- put the 
u ing on the take witli spec lac ulai 
goals* The South Ameiicati hootbalJer 
of 1979 had established huiiself as the 
lynchpin of the Aigeiitinc team lot the 







Apart from the 
performance against 
Hungary (In Spam, 

1982), which had all the 
watching critics and 
managers raving, 
Maradona gave only 
fleeting glimpses of his 
superlative skills 



defence of the Wot Id Cup in Spam 
And tins in a Ic am that w,ts virtually 
the same as the one that won m H 78 
Mcnotli reckoned that in the foui 
mtei V enirig \ ears the fn e f<M»t fiv c 
sttocky Maradona had maluiod lor the 
oneious lok He was not unav aic 
that Mai ad( ma would be shrulowc d 
and 1 ounded But he w a i confiden* 
that tilt Iwby of his it. m it twentv 
one liad the pciipher.ti vision to spot 
the open spaces, the extiasc tisorv 
quickness of thouglit movement and 
contnil to get away and mock at his 
nvdis 


In the event luiwevcr Maradona 
talk d to fulfil the htglv t ypi i tations 
B( Igium s (j< fi nsiv t i o\ 11 mg and Ita 
lian C laudiu (n'ntik s utuoinlotabk 
bre itliing down his m ck < onsiderablv 
icdiKcdhisctfcitivcncss And his 
inoK aasoiudiulk-agucs ivcpt 
Aidiks could not lake < *ti from him 
Vpart from the ucrfomiancc against 
Hungary whu li had all the watching 
< ntic s and manage rs lav mg Marado 
na gavi only (lee'ting gUmpses o| his 
supeildtive skills 
bespilc this overall below-par 
showuig and his inabilitv to inspire and 
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ca^ Barcelona and NapoU to the 
heists, the little boy who slept with 
his test football cradled in his amis is 
expected to come good in the 1986 
World Cup. At twenty-five the mix¬ 
ture of Puskas and Pele, as Menotti 
calls him, should be reaching his peak. 
His growing sense of responsibility is 
reflected in his evaluation of situa¬ 
tions, objectives, players and teams in 
interviews to the media. He feels that 
! in Mexico, as grneraJlv in Latin Amer- 
j ica, the creative players will have 
I protection from the referees and will 
i lie able to give full expression to thetf 
1 f^ifts. Michel Hidalgo, the former man- 
i ager of France, affirms that Maradona 
I is of the right build to cojje with the 
increasing demands of top internation- 
I ai football. 

I 

I Maradona will have a sympathetic 
j commentator in Pele as he leads 
I Argentina's bid to regain the FIFA 
i World Cup. The expectations of pro- 
[ tection from referees had also been 
I voiced by Pele when he went liack on 
his decision not to play in the World 
Cup .after bt'ing hacked down in the 
1 19^ World Cup in England. But it 
wasn't all fair and clean, as Italy's 
! Romeo Henetli, 'an artist in fouling a 
I man without getting caught', tried to 
I cht'ck him in the final by digging into 
j the ribs, fisting in the stomach and 
kicking on the shins in close tackles 
and then adding insult to injury by 
drawing the attention of the referee to 
‘Cinema, Cinema’ whenever Pele was 
down. 

But even Benetti did not put him 
out .IS lutd Morals, the Portuguese 
back, with what I‘ele called a vicious 
double foul, first tripping him and them 
as he was stumbling, leaping at him 
feet first. And this in the match that 
Brazil had to win by a good margm to 
reach the guarterfinials. He was 
helped of the field by two team 
ofllKials. 

Besides the refereeing, the Black 
Pearl was swayed by the optimism 
that Brazil would be able to win and 
lake permanent possession of the 
Jules Rimet Cup. And he would be the 
only one to have played on all three 
winning teams, though a muscle injury' 
in the second match of the final rounds 
I against Czechoslovakia nfled him out 
of the remaining games and sort of 
nunimtsed his contribution to the re¬ 
tention of the trophy in 1962. 

Four years earlier, in Sweden, it 
was the other way around. The 17- 
year-oW prodigy who had made his 
debut in the two-legged Copa Koca 


against Argentina nearly didn’t make 
the trip. Fortunately, he was taken 
along in the hope that treatment 
before the World Cup would make him 
fit. However, it was only the preca¬ 
rious situation of Brazil having to ^at 
the Soviet Union that made team 
officials accede to the senior players’ 
plea to include Garrincha and Pele for 
the match. Neither of them scored in 
the 2-0 vrin. But they more than 
justified their inclusion. The youngest 
to play in the final rounds till Northern 
Ireland's Norman Whiteside at 17 
years and 41 days took that distincion 
from him in 1982, Pele showed confi¬ 
dence that more seasoned internation¬ 
als would envy as he notched the only 
goal of the quarter-final against Wales, 
three in the semi-final against France 
and two in the final against Sweden. 

His first goal against Sweden is one 
of the many rare gems among the 
1277 goals in his 13,S2 games, in a 
career spanning 22 years. It was the 


first capsule of his inimitable genius. 
As Niiton Santos sent a high cross into 
the Swedish penalty area, Pele had his 
back to the goal and was surrounded 
by rivals. The boy wonder nondialant- 
ly caught the ball on his thi^, hooked 
it over his head, turned round the 
defender in front of hinf and hit the 
dropping ball on the volley past a 
stunned goalkeeper. 

His second goal in that final was no 
less remarkable. With moments to go 
for the final whistle. Zagalo lifted from 
the left a high centre, and Pele leapt 
above his taller rivals to head down 
into the net. Just past the quarter hour 
of the 1970 fmal, ‘O Rei’ gave Brazil 
the lead with another unstoppable 
header. Pele also made the play for 
two of the other three goals m the 4-1 
triumph. 


Principally he has 
lacked the supporting 
cast to consistently 
outwit opposition 
tougher than he had met 
in the five seasons he 
was the leading . 
marksman and 
playmaker at home in 
Argentina. He also has 
had to contend with 
rivals who believed that 
any means that 
succeeds in stopping 
him is fair 
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I N many respects, the 1970 Worid 
Cup saw Peie at the height of his 
powers In 1958, he was nursed 
and nurtured for greatness by ex 
penenced world class teammates hke 
DiA, Djabna and Nilton Santos, ZAo 
Zag^ and Gylmar In 1962, intury 
kept him on die bench most of the 
tune In 1966 he was cruelly kicked 
out of the competition In 1970, de¬ 
spite Benetti and his ilk, he regaled 
spectators at the grounds and by their 
tV sets with lus supreme artistry He 
was die catalyst who made Carlos 
/dberto Gerson Clodoaldo, Jairzinho, 
1 ostao and Rivelinho into the cham 
pion combination He scored just four 
goals m the SIX games but made the 
play throuj^ his positioning to receive 
and deliver passes initiated moves 
that culminated in telling goals by his 
I teammates Indeed the tournament 
saw him at his most inventive and 


1 


imagaiatiiL 

In the group match against Rumania 
he startled all by swiftlv turning to 
mteicept in his own half and volleying 
from 60 yaids out 1 ht goalkeeper 
was aghast with disbehef but to his 
immense relief the ball wt nt just over 
In the semi final h< rev eali d his < ve 
for noting down the iharaitenstics of 
nvals that he i ould exploit Ui uguay s 
Ma/urkitwicz habituallv playid short 
passes to his colleagues near the 































halfway line. Pele lulled the goalkeep¬ 
er into a false sense of safety as he 
strolled towards his own half. But the 
moment the bail left Mazurhiewicz. 
Pele wlnrled around and hit a volley 
that never rose more than four feet 
from the ground as it anowed towards 
goal. Mazurkiewicz brought off an 
acrobatic, splendid save to retrieve 
the situation. Mazurkiewicz was ex¬ 
posed again when, with barely a mi¬ 
nute to go for the final whistle, Pele 
moved from the right for a through 
ball of Ciodoaldo, feinted to take the 
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ball with him, but let the ball go by 
him, a superb dummy that the goal¬ 
keeper couldn’t help buying, ran round 
Mazurkiewicz to collect the ball and 
hit a low shot towards dte far comer 
even as two defenders were racing 
back to atone for Mazurkiewicz. 'Hie 
bail, to the relief of the amazed 
defenders, went just wide of the far 
post. 

These out-of-the-world essays un- 
feilit^y demoralised the opposition 
and lifted up the spirits of colleagues. 
In the 1970 semi-final, little went right 



for Brazil, and Uruguay were playing 
with greater confidence and thrust. 
With a couple of toudtes, Iwwever, 
Pele could turn the tide. Even dose 
marking defenders, likeBenetti, have 
found this to their cost. Often a 
momentary easing of the vigil was ., 
enough for Pele to strike. West Ger¬ 
man WQli Schulz and goalkeeper 
Fahram would testify to this. In 1963, 
at Hamburg, Pele undid all the good 
work of the West Germans by seizing 
the monmt when Schulz let turn free 
and rammed the ball home from 20 
yards. ‘1 didn't even see the ball leave 
his foot’, said an astounded Fahrain. 

Two years before that, in 1961, in a 
Rio de Janiero-Sao, Paulo Tourna¬ 
ment, Flumfnese were all over San¬ 
tos. Pele won a tackle in his own 
box—an answer to those who doubted 
his defensive quahties-^nd went on a 
mazy dribble, like a skier on a slalom, 
past nine rivals, finally lodging the ball 
in the net even as goalkeeper Castilho 
dived. A plaque at the Maracana 
Stadium ccommemorates this Most 
Beautiful Goal Ever Seen. 

Pele received a gold plaque and a 
golden ball weiy^ing over four pounds 
and the Brazilian Post Office issued a 
stamp when he converted a penalty 
against Vasco da Gama for his l,(X)Uth 
goal on November 19.1969. As a 
matter of fact Rddn was to take the 
penalty when Pele was brought down. 
But his fans, aware of the milestone, 
demanded Pele take it. Ten years 
earlier he had scored a total of 126 
goals in 103 games. Asked which was 
his best goal. Pele invariably replied; 
'My next one', 'fhai was but his third 
season and he was only 19. For most 
of the next 15 years he was to average 
about 75 games a year, which included 
internationals, league and cup ties and 


The humility of the 
man who had the world 
at his feet was no 
facade. Like his honesty 
and sincerity, indeed like 
everything about him, it 
was genuine. He often 
repeated that he was 
trying to do with his best 
with the gifts that God 
had given him 








innuniwablt* fncndlw s thdt fiJItd the 
cofftrs of Santos while bi inginj^ bni 
the funds to bet himstlf up foi tlit 
future 

The pre sence o' Ptic on the field 
was wntten into the term for hi* ml 
ues that Santos playe d fot a fee of 
I ^ itiidly in Pt ru in 

iHbl he slotted in four RoaJsln 

‘•’"“Rht he had done his bit 
and did not eonic out for the se lontl 
hall The speetalors would not kl piav 
resume «uid invaded the piti ii 1 m ilJv 
Uie referee had to i r que st S mtos to 
bring baik Pele to a\iit untow iid 
ineidentb Pl,n was he Id up nil Pi !< 
came lut of a wann bath kiticd 
himself and tame bael 
Yet another instani t ol his umati li 
ed popularity —Qui t n f Ii Mbeth II 
threw protocol out of thi window 
when mee ting him the Shah ol Iran 
onto waited three houis it the aiqioil 
to rt( eive him as d'd thous.ind‘ of f ms 
at Dura Dum airport and on the roads 
leading to it well past midnight w hi n 
came with Cosmos to pJa> in 
CalcutLi—w IS the suspension of u 
feree Albino Zanferrai for «) davs 
Pele sought a personal hearing He 
lad been sent off for letaliatmg after 
^^fouk^by Butatogo rivals in a 

'^humility of the man who had 


but above all, he 
was grateful to the 
millions who had been 
transported to a seventh 
heaven by his sleight of 
foot, effortless control, 
lulling cosuolness of 
movement followed by 
explosive speed and 
action, his subtelty and 
strength, his grace and 
power 


till woild at Ills fiet was no fat idi 
LiKt his honr sty md sm< t ntv indr i d 
like LVfcistlmif, about him if was 
gtnuint Ik olunripiatidthathc 
Wd-. tiimg to do his liest u ith tlit gift-, 
that f .od h IS given him I hough 
oti dsi inallv hi had ber r dri\ t n to 
ftuslj lion and hittmg b,i( k as wht n he 
broke Ik nose of Argentina Mi s 
siano 111 sui teeded ui keeping his 
tool and temper under thi severest of 
proven itions And all thiough his 
careei he never lost Uie opportujuty 
to express his graUtude to his poor 


but upnghi parents—his ex footballer 
lather Deximho and mothi r Dona 
Lilt ste who despise d tin vt ry idt a 
of her Duo as I»elt is calk d in his 
fimil> be coming a footballer .iwih 
Waldemtrdi Bnfo wlio guidi d Peli 
' to form md de vi lop the loriei t 
habits PiolJulioMi//ii wbobilptd 
nm to KT iduati in Pfnsu il f dui itioii 
ind ilso pt I su idi d him to sign on for 
Cri«iiios to (k 11 off a dt bt md a line 
rit fiad unwittingK tnouglif on himself 
and iJso to give tin gim< m the US 
till shot in the am that it ni i dt d But 
abovf dll hi was giati ful to tin 
million who had been transporti d to a 
St vt nth 111 ivt n In his sit ight of fwit 
elfortk siontiol lulling i asualne ss of 
niovt in' nt followed bj t xfilosivt 
spt id and at turn lii<> subtle tv and 
strength hs gi lee and powei And he 
expiesst d tins in his last inateh for 
Santos wht n he suddi niy lro/t iht 
sUndshv (all lung till ball lunnuigto 
Iht <( ntti plat mg tht ball on Uic 
ground knt < Img with kness on either 
sific ot (hi ball md bowing in one 
dm etion after ^nothei to tht vast 
inultilude who just as sudd. nl\ as 
tney had frozen broke into a non 
stop thunderous ovation as theu" Su 
Pi spurted away to the isotaUon 
of the dressing room, and left a host ol 
endunng ecstaUc memories 
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ee aranrfjho hottcbo^ 
(Whal art vou iH up 
tu'*) Ihe ihitf of oui photo 
department Iikt maiiv 
othet s m the oftit t tound it 
diffiiult to fi^it out uliit 
we wcrt doinK V\ »uld il hi 
possibli to dij, up 1 ptjolo 
giaph of Ann lunislm 
^hv on t iitti did wi w int 
an Rti in phot (^rtph ol (Jk 
I ndii I'd 1 t in l')H^ \siid 
linil (t'jpti 1 illi simt wc 
R«.i( dtiil)lj(d 7 I in thit 
glint ) V\hi( w IS tilmst « 
Ml \niil ibh h It Ik h in 
doinj III OUI pigi * 

Itut \tlitn \tt niidt up 
out mind th it it vt is time 
to look b Ilk on ill thi grt it 
in irnints of Indiin spoit 
t mb III issnit nts tlu 
stars tlu mtist ittiiitiM 
tht git all st shows tlu 
greittst disistci' tlu 
most tontroMrsiil Ihcit 
was no kuiking ba«k Our 
ftngtrs weu tirmb on tht 
rewind button 
But wt soon rtali/ed 
thit Wt iust might hivt 
bitUn off moK thin wi 
Lould thtw liftyeight 
pigt s wtM not going to lu 
i nough to tovtr the tmjoi 
htppt nings -good and 
bid jnd p« rsonilitus 
since indfpendente Con 
tensions had to bt nuidt 
Manv hid to bt lett out 
And this pagt is dedu ittd 
to thost also tans 

Somt ol them wt le 
member sonit we dont 
But thev had one thing in 
tomnion tilent Undent 
ible talent But ft>r somt 
peculiar leason they tailed 
to make it to this issue 


\nd lleriiN Helulki rnisstd 
out on immortalilv 

With 1224 luns and lb2 
witktts m 11 lests how 
lorne \inoo Mink id dtus 
not figuie answhire in the 
prtttdiiig pigis' A un 
vihd question But tluii 
onlv ten could lu included 
in the Best since hide 
pendente ind some i nt 
hiid to be lell out If M in 
kid w IS included who 
would It be 111 pint of' 
Cl n isk II Ol Kapil I k \ A 
difficult decision dont you 
igtte I lute lie yet 
otiieis like Mink id who 
missed out 

Only one Indiin his won 
'll! Olympic me dll in ii 
indiyiduil < yent since Indt 
lundeiKc And yet how III 
tk we kn< w ibout him llis 
mine (yc the it iic smit 
y\ho do not even know 
tint) hhiSibhi I id IV 
After wrestling ills w ly to 
sixth pmie in the lA 
(limes ladlv swiuhtd to 
the httvier iitegciy It 
worked 1 out vt us litci 
he won the bion/c in the 
bantamweight P 1 I sh i 
and Mtikhi Singh hive 
eomt close to c(|Uilling 
Jadav s ft at but to d itc 


the wicstkr stinds alone 

I yen hning yyilkid is 
miny miles is Mihii Sen 
his swum would mike you 
111 n id w like t I he I nglish 
t h innc 1 the Pilk Sti iit 
the Diideiicllcs the Mints 
ol Bosphoius you nimt 
It hi s swum It He w IS 
ilso the third nun ind tlu 
fust non Amcric in to swim 
through the Pmimt t. mil 
horn (he Atlintic to the 
P Ultll 

lilt nunc of 1 1slit 
Cliudius Is synonym ms 
with Indiin hockey With 
foui Olyiiipii ippeiriiiic 
to his credit you t innof 
sep II ite one ii om the 
otlici He looked slow 
iliiiost I Ilk 1(1 II It I in his 
ippt Hth Hut IS me kit 
wind I (I his Unic pit it 
lit w IS ilyy i\ the It His 
inticip itit II w ])uie 
gel in lit yy ( in m u It im 
I gi mils lit ol \ (ur l j 
ten ist you might isl 
Will then yv Is only pilu 
lot ten such 

Bieliendti Pil Shii Kin 
Singh Keshiv Dull Wil 
s m Jones Vi)iy Amiitri 
I tht list of the il ) T tn 
1 ould go t It But this w IS 
not the only direction in 


yvliuh we had our prob ' 
It ms Fheit were also 
nns in other categones 
too Ihe debumur (»<*et 
Sethi ind the cute Sada 
nand Viswanath failed to 
mike the most attraetiye 
mide Ihe greatest mo 
Hunts ui Indun sport docs 
not uit ludt P T Usha s in 
cicdibie tun in the Los 
AngcUs Olympus Nor 
dcus It include Indus his 
lone Win in the West Indies 
in 14 S 70 scoiingoyct MX) 
in the second innings 

Lyeii in the list of con 
troy el sits there yvirt 
some yyhich hid to bt It ft 
out Renumbii the lu ited 
deb itc on w he the I Ntev * 
Dtllii w IS jusiiiud in host 
ing tht 14S2 Asi in (i lines' 
Re me mbe i the hoi nt t s 
iitst thit yy IS stiiud yylitn 
K ipil I t y yy is di oppe d ftir 
the Cilcutti lest igiinst 
1 ngliiid (111 the giounds of 
till will iw ly his wuktt m 
till picyious list It Delhi' 

Ivcii tht t mb Hissing 
moments wm i piohitni 
te sell t Intln s loss to Sii 
I ink I 111 tlu 1474 Piueltii 

I ill Cup tht t) » drubbing 
It tilt hinds ol the West 
Indie s HI the me div Inte i ^ 

II til mils iltci winning the 
Puidenti il Cup tlu ilinos 
pht It <1 iiing tilt fust lu 
diy guilt ol thil seius at 
Snmi 11 all but nude the 
list 

A dt t ultd luiusil ol the 
issut will bring to light \ 
lew intiigniing things Iht 
only eitegoiy wheie Vijiy 
Amtitrij gels a mention is 
in the best kxiking sports 
men Funny isnt it'Sunil 
(javaskar lOuW very easily 
bt nomiruited the Man of 
the issut Whetlier it bt I 
the greatest the most i 
attractive or the most ton 
trove rsial Sunnv is theft i 
A I ittle Master m mou j 
wavs than one ij 

And attei going through 
OUI vanous lists il you 
And that you do nut agiee 
and vour opinions differ do 
not hesitate Go ahead and i 
make your own lists Who 
said ours were right’ 

Barr) O'Brien 


es to mmd is that of Henry 
Keb< Iki As he trained for 
his pet event the hop step 
and jump KebeUo was not 
the only one who gave him 
self a chance of winning a 
medal (with luck a gold) at 
the 144d Olympics It -was 
gomg to he Indus first 
athletic medal But fate had 
other ideas Rebelki nvjured 
himself during a practice 
session and India had to 
wait (and continues to do 
so) for her first athtetic 
medal since Independence 


Even having walked as many mllas as Mihir Sen 
hae Bwum, would make you an avid walker 
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Sport and 
apartheid 

ONCE again SPORTSWORLD hat, 
taken the lead m discussing the 
boycott of tlie Commonwealth games 
m ^ Its aspet ts What irks the viewer 
from the ^ery IS the fact that i 
disnpkne like sports which should 
have been the last word in u eating 
bonds and cementing relations is so 
grossly misused It has become a 
lecurring feature of Internationa] di 
plomatK. tug of wai to make spurt the 
whipping boy for real or imaginarY 
gaming of ground While morally one 
agreed with MJ Akbar that in the 
need to bnng down the last bastion of 
raudl segrt gallon a message has to be 
given to Britain that the Common 
wealth will not survive Britain s ob 
stinai y one still feels sorry for the 
sportsmen whose ambitions and hard 
training count for noujdit m the mur 
ky twisted c ale uiations of politiuans 

Take the case of India In 1W1 
Keith Hetcher s 1 njdisbmen nearly 
had then lour aborted due to the 
pn sente of players who had toured 
South Afnu At the same time Vijav 
Amntraj and Ramesh Knshnan were 
playing ammst S Airtcans all around 
the worn It thus follows that sports 
men tan pLiy with or against S 
Africans but to tour that country is the 
ultimate sm 1 his twistd logic makes 
nonsense of Mr Sam Ramasmy s 
biackhst of individual .portsmen It 
was even more gaJlmg when we ton 
ceded the Davis Cup in 1974 when our 
fif^l opponents weie S Africa when 
the same set of players on both sides 
competed against each othei outside 
the tournament At anothet k vel the 
diamond cutting industn in India has 
wide connections with the I)c Beera 
congiomeiate in S Africa, while indi 
vidual ^laaal singers tryuig to earn a 
professional but k are banned by the 
offina] media for tuunng that country 

As long as it doesn t hurt the 
pocket and only then most countries 
will lend whole hearted support to the 
fight dgamst apartheid Symbols have 
p^orce much utility in such a fight 
and sport becomes a casualty c very 
tune the name South Africa crops up 
Ultunatelv Tony Cozier sis the 
sanest view among extremes Once 
the coloured nations mduige m indi 
vidual blackl slmg or any other pretext 
for bannmg sportsmen from their 


countries or foi boyc otts it ini^t lead 
to a polanzabon of sport into wwtes 
only and non whites only events Flut 
would be the ultimate tragedy Let us 
redefine the whole gamut of oui sport 
mg relations with countnes or sports 
men havmg the Kruggerrand i onnec 
tionm clear terms from love all 
SUNIL OARODIA 
Calcutta 

Interesting reaiiing 

YOUR Victory Special issue was 
mdeed praise worthy and an issue to 
be preserved for collection 

Indeed whenevei India wins I am 
happy butitistvenmorethnihngtu 
go throu^ to your maga/me which 
has some extremely well written arti¬ 
cles 

Truly speakmg Spurtsworld has 
reached dazzling heights through its 
well wntten aitides goodcohmms 
and superb way of presentation 

Alsu a special word of thanks to 
Patrick Lagar and Nikhd Bhattacharya 
for then splendid work these days 

SANDhkFhARWA 

Dtbrugarh 

Thank you 

I BANK you for publishmg my pre¬ 
vious tetter I have already received a 
cash donation from Air Marshall 
Maunce Barker (Retd) towards c nek 
et equipment lor the inmates of our 
jail 

The stature of tlie Editor of Sport 
swurld comes through in the qu^ty of 
your magdzme We readers know of 
your hentage of your cm ket and 
what you art dong for Indian sport 
generally In fact we know aJot about 
you 

But what about your asvx:iatt edi 
tor David McMahon who has recently 
wntten three articles m the edition 
dated 16 22 July, all three being pro 
fessional. warm and humorous, and 
pleasurable reading—the Fittitig 
Finate, the Gm soaked Dexiderers and 
Gabnela babatou 

David McMahon has matured But 
wh >is this voting oi old man^ What 
does he look like? Do vou think David 
McMahon could wnte an article on 
David McMahon telling us something 
about him'' Can we get thumb nail 
sketch* s about your other siafP 

I know I am suggestmg something 
unusual, but it brings us. vour read 
ers a little c loser to Sportswoitd 
KENNETH H LARKINS 
Ntw Delhi 


Persecuted? 

Mohammedan Sporting and the Indian Football 
Association—rarely have the two got on like a 
house on fire. They have had their differences in 
the past—suspensions have been made, warnings 
given—but better sense has always prevailed. 


mt' 




But this time it is different. Things have 
come to a head. And e^jtn if the issue is 
settled, the scar that mars their 
relationship will be a permanent one. 
The club claims that it has been 
discriminated against. Persecuted. 
The IFA accuses Mohammedan Sporting 
of indiscipline and lack of co-operation. 
Neither side will budge. Subhash Sarcar 
and Barry O’Brien investigate 




amsf^ 



This is the last straw 

The Football Secretary of Mohammedan 
Sporting Qub, Mir Mohammed Omar, 
accuses the IFA of discrimination and bias 
against his club 
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Mohammedan SC 


Hcigun I isl Ml nK<)I mutch 
Mohun Rugan dirl not tuni 
up No pj nalli w is s iip|)ed 
upon Iht m Rt ctilth in thi 
Kanie Ix?twtin tlksi two 
suits somt hast Rin^il 
phvirs lid bv Rluskii 
(iinguK hit iht II Urn on 
ihi til. Ill Ihiusinds ol 
pi ipli s iw llus lit itiv \i I 
no ill III w IS t iki n 
Will lit \i I (1111 oflKiiU 
Mos tlu line run onto thi- 
hi Id iiid unm to In tnd 
in iki oui plavtr kiit 
till II mol llus is 

ml mill 1 1 ind not (ki 
mi Sibil ll IS im m diali l\ 
iipiirud tliii Moliamnit 
dm Spit tun. ifluitls ui 


sell Iht siiklini and infii 
traild Ihi plisinit att i 
OffiLiils of othei iluh run 
inilo till fit Id too in the 
h. 1 st Hi in; it Mohun H lean 
mitih I 1 st Fit nj^dl ( ffitIlls 
lan onto tin ^ound ind m t 
lilt iniUti w I ntrliKiktd' 

Whit Is ih leiso/i foi thi 
di iiinuniiinn ^ 

1 It 1 1 th it lilt St 1 1 1 1 in of 
thi 14'^ Ml I*i()d\ul Dulti 
ha‘ pot 1 wion« idi i ot 
lhin>;s md pmpli ut tumi’ 
to took up I disturlnnit ol 
sorts III twnn Iht 1) \ ind 
Mohaiiu ll d in Spot tiiiu 


L ould 1 ou eldtmrtte on this 
MroJiA Kit a bn piiast ^ 

Innkli 1 ktl that he has 
t iktn fin. whok iii*>uf very 
peisonalh Ht ktls that 
Ml Mollih tht ^ential 
se n t ll \ ol Moliamnit d in 
SportiiiK w IS rudt to him 
and msuittd him And I feel 
ht IS taking this ptrsonal 
giKvantt out on the tlub 
If Iht Assistanl Sciittirv 
ibiistd him tlu r Ml I hit 
1 1 should liav t isked loi an 
ipologv ind nut ptnihscd 
tht vlul loi 'his 

l>o Kill -itid Mr Dutti Cfi 
dim Hill 


players led by Cheema (centre) and Shabbfr All (right) make their way to the 
IFA office 










Genesis of a stalemate 

What happened and when 


Jidy S~The crucial sewof leagj» tnatch between 
Mjataammedui Sportine and East Bengal at the Salt 
Late Stefium is idwndaaed. Mohammedan bC refuse 
to confa iift the game because c£ “unjllayabie (t>ound 
conditions due to heavy downpour" at the 17th minute 
of the second half whm East Bengal are leading by a 
a^tary imal. 

Anapat 2—^ decided Mohammedan SC do not turn 
UploT then match against East Bengal. Theu reason 
'ihe tee ol the July 5 abandoned nuich has not been 
dedded yet”. The IFA is to take a derision on the 
washed out match on August 4 
Aasiut 4—The IFA govemuig body servet a show- 
cause notice on Mohammedan SC and asks the club to 
send a representative to attend a meetuig on August 6. 
Sevoal charges have been levelled against the • lub 
The meeting will ask the club U> exiilain its ••land oi 
face disaplmary action, "'riie dub may also be &as 
pended," says the IKA secretary Prodvut Dutta Fhe 
iFA also objects to the dub secreiarj Mi Ibiahtni 
MoUa’s issumg statments to the press in geneial T'lus 
IS m gross violation ol regilation .W(t) of the Il-A 
An^iist S—The club’s assistant seciotaiv buleinin 
lOiurshed m a press confeiente sa>- that “th( IM 
gov«Tung body s deaston to serve us with a show 
cause is> a biased, motivated and untau derision Also it 
IS not based on tets" He resets that the dub wa-< 
forever gett^ embroiled with the IFA 
Auguat d—Tne governing body of the IFA suspends 
Mdiammedan SC till December 31 thi" >e.n I he 11 
members present in the meeting agree unaniniousU to 
suspend the dub. Tlie Mohammedui lepresentatisc 


I Oh Its Wt bait a gfKKl 
lelationship will him Ik is 
cl leaintd and usiH'Uibk 
iwrson Ik is a good Innul 
of our*- 1 uspi (I him i lot 
Ijui WL let I that il lit h,i‘ i 
ptisonal gilt 1 am» ai;,iiii t 
Mr Moilah cm nn st il w t 
should soil i( out ariv/ng t 
outstKes Biiiiging tin 
(lubintc tills IS nr(Mig il, 
suddtii d< iision ol tlic 11 \ 
to suspoiid II tami as .i 
gitat shotK V\t ne till 
stunned 1 did not expt 11 
thn trorn him il’radvut 
Dutta, 

Ate \tni Mmunt, I‘i,t<hul 
DutU diom' 

No, It IS not tntirtk his 
fault 

HJiaf dbi/ut the test of th 
comauttee'' 
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Well obviously iht dcxi 


I'l in T It s< 1 1 tin (I til 
11 ' lit hI III till II 11 kiln, 
ol oh' I lull 'on 

U/m( nil / /)is /in. I>i /1 

niuh t >ln 1)111 It tilt thh 

til ••tti l> 1<ilft (Hit 

Wc wt 1 *0 the thill 
Mini'It 1 V th I null ot n 
d'ltn listin' thi ditub ot 
tin II ipn ijings and t>u • 


Players meet the iPA secretary 

Kliuisbed jiuts forward lus dub’s stand pomt by point 
but thesH' were latei lefuttd l>> the JJrA secretary. 
Meanwluie to pievoiil iVlohammedan SC from obtaining 
ar ex ivuk' interim oiriir against tlie deiision, the IFA 
move , touit 

August 7—Molnni’niedaii SC in an emergent meeting 
dt (ides to ■■( ek tht' asset intt >'t the West Benji^ chte 
mini' let Mi 1 voh Basil, lo ti y and persuade the IFA to 
icvokt 1h( suspension 

August 8—A s(»tirfm of the tlub members go to 
Writers Building'- to submit a memorandum to the chief 
mmntei Several supporters tarry out a peaceful 
demonsli.itton in Ironi ol the IFA budding Also 31 
players -.ubmit a signed mtmorandutn to the IFA 
sitrtt.uy to tonsidot itieir la'W sympatlielitally The 
‘KMikiiv promises to ItKik aftei tlitir interest 


iii.i (It pi Old ti ol Ihost 
fill |»)inl md v'.iriKd us 
t nt It wi do not luiii up k>i 
till ii« St p imi 01 it the 

II (i ii III h.iMoiu did not 
I iii'i \( till (hill would Ik. 

I I pi III (1 I III t(. should 
li I ( l(( III I w.iiniiig given 

III ‘ n ( \]K il'iig 11 ■> 

Ini It u It nn viho feel 
till tin IS,in IS Ijeiilfl 
o' no lint It' iii^piution 
In I id III ri'•(lilting itself 
ti till >oiv( ,in XM It IS 
''iiiif i;i\itt I inilitKdl dtid 
1 It It' I JJtiiriinil In 1 st 

Si iIii I iiot tnu 'Pherc 
■ I no Siumen Mitra 
ilKJi *('i no Congress 
ilikidii 1 Ik K were no 
( I’l'M Iiadeis I here 
w(ii ink lub ofhvt^s, 
pintT'and of (otiist >up 

potuis pivstm ni the pro 


1)1 f I'll thstl [ 11 t <11 ’ 
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1,1 luo k w I 111! d' 11 II1 

IT.ilv I hi 11 houKl II I, 

.1* Il ) i iHi II a w iniing to 
»’« k'b \\< h,id lakuh't I 
flat W( would l(rs( hvt 
liomu I hi Ih \ 'luiuld 




»to protest tht dtu 
sioii I here wds nothing 
)x)litical in It Only Islaiim 
‘lo^jiiis wiii raistd J)i 
Ills!at foi iIm Mii'iltiii'' m 
Ciilcitla Muslims lomt 
ti>tlftlU*T 

llici(‘lon \<>u irt nukitw 
It .1 I oiiimiiii.i/ isiiK 


4/i«J tum poblh i! Urn 


\ Ws Wt hivi nwiiv 
I ot oiii It idois will) m.i\ la 
I it)l( to til Ip us but \v( 
j di Ilia I it< l\ k( pt tlitiii out 


What will ba the future of the pleyere? 


W/wf dhouf tilt' trict thjt 

v.omt'nxitrt i>rt"ieiit .it tlw 
tdUu"^-' Aft tlu'v 'lUpfHii 
li'i' t(Ki' W< M'nt’wi '^t'cri 
I fit HI on till m.wddw' 


No It w< ll•l(l mult It 1 
toiiiiiiijtiil is^iu tilt two 
latasiou on wliitli I nh< i 
.KKcl lilt II \ would vtl, 
< asilv lM\t tuiinttf and 

POIU' out III tOlUlol lint W( 
K< pt It absoluitk non 
I oininunal 


\is ihtv att supptirteis 
I ht V may not attond the* 
Inat^ht^ but Ihoy au- .u)! 
txiitti ■. who ait tomtiiurl 
about tlu wtltiii ot tilt 
tliib Hart ait many Btn 
Kill womtii who ait in 
It resfc (I 111 loothali Itio ind 
lUiiixiit a iMituuiai tlub 
wiliitiut attually (•ouil to 
tlu luaidan 


II(ft (III »iuiJt n t/n/I to 
t\okt puNit '<\niptilh\ 


No I lit wiiintn who wi It 
tlu It an* wholeheartedly 
Miitti Ians My wik was 
Unit and anothti uthtuil 
Ml Kails wiit sht y^a^ 


We are doiiiK oui liest ^ ou 
will itinomlui that in all 
the tallies and protession*- 
brought out not tytn i 
smgle stoiu was thrown 
Wt have rtquisled Hit 
supporters to ketp talni 
We havt made tlit‘ni it iltst 
that it the issvit tal ts on a 
politit jl or (omniMii il tw ist 
Mohaninitdan Sportuu> will 
lit tilt loseis I In 1 th d not 
tvtn a '■inplt lilt sliould hi 
lo'-t lor ■.poll II s nrd 
woithit \iitl a lone a wt 
att witii Mohani'in tl I 
Sluiitmp yvt will tii 'in 
th.it iMiriiiiK inalti I ilo 
not bttonu t omiiiui. i' 
tints V\e will alw tys tiy 
and promote mmmunii 
liaittionv 


II/ill itiniii the fihnti'^ 
u/iit Is tlu II It at Inn' 


hut tilso tlu tt'ji thit sei'ms 
toluni ‘■t'l pul into 1ht.m 
ptiloitn lit II II t I'^t 
It I tipto lilt n butldoiitii 
think tlu It I in\ k ir it 
Mii'-i ot i"siiu»il\ W'K n 
wt look lal lilt plOtts 
situ tlu \ Wt It IK'hl 111 tlu 
iMillI 

/' 1 HI,11 1 ' In ihi Hi It 
dm nth id tint Ihihiii 
h n h n ' III ht in. ii 
II, \t lull I ’I H tin 
II \ Win I I n 11 In 

I III (til 

I Mt It I It I Ilf) I t ht 
bi\t 111 pill 1 'k\ tn 
ID >11 III ’out I 11' Im\ t I 
git I't I lli'iut h ( I «t I tilt 

II \ 1 ‘i I On I I Huy 

It stK 1 l, I 

s/foii’t; Jl nint iiai 
tin I'lt; ilh 

Ot toui t Ml Ihitta toi 
t\ampk lots HI 1 ItH lUlv 


I ot this IS wt diiiuit want to 
milt Hii a poiitital issiu 
\ spill tiny tlub aitt i all is 
not 1 politii it bast 
Il th It n so li/ll iht It Mt ft 
I ^■,lt>'lu lotti'n Niiiat 
' I ikbi 11 raist d 

I \Mis not'' Hull I nothi ly 
wroiu' m siioiiiing lliiidt 
Matai iiii Ihn i- an Nla 
' mu I lull soiiu ol lui sup 
)ioittt> ait illitiiatt w> 
I tin \ laised Islamit s|o 
1 eim 


Hun ttui llity ait in 
It 11 sted 111 lilt t lull ami it 
tiitiin whith e win Huy 
wttt Hurt* 

Wlni tl tlu M/s#u‘/is/i>/i is 
nut tt'\okt'd‘ 

\\ I will do sonu ihiiiR go to 
tiuirt 111 all piolMbility 
\it t Unit „ lu'iHf! nuidi to 
ktt'p tlu slf/l/UMte/s 'H 
hiniu'd tmd undti tontiol 
so lint thv mjUt't f/iH’s not 
fio out ol lund' 


OInuiUtly tiuy Ittl that 
tluy liayi lutn lui'iid 
tiHilball IS Hull Int lihood 
anti tiitun 

lltx.nloi( ,ts tooth ill 
st’t /1 f If i ot f/ie t lub w h It 
Ht you t/t«ni' ibout thtni 

V\i lit tiyini; to tame 
don.itiofis to look aflet 
them 

H/wf ,dun/t thru tmtiur 
n\ ■' \ot onl\ in this fegard 


will tv Hull .III quilt 1 tl w 
1 ast luuyal tins llial is 
why ht eaiinol I iKi any 
haisli tittisions lyainsl 
them 

lint tluji /ut/’o./uj Ills/ I 

a/itt s ol mdistiinmwtion 
u;nil'll Mollintnud,»i St’’ 

I lity havt ilw ly btt n un 
lUst Itiw.iid us ibi'iigh we 
hay I alw lys looptiated 
wiHi tlu 11 i Hut this IS 
the limit and dthnikiy the 
last stiaw 
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We have done no wrong p|^ 

The Secretary of the IFA,ProdyutDutta, ^ 

defends the Assodation’s decision to , yjaM 

suspend Mohammedan Sporting > 


SPORTSWORLD On 
what grounds have the If A 
suspended Mohammedan 
Spotting’ 

PRODYUTDinTA ITiev 
are not cooperating with 
the Association "rtat is 
whenever an exhibition 
OMtch IS on the cards the 
chib uses it as an mstru 
menl of blackmail I he prt 
sent club bosses have been 
usmg the exhibition ganu s 
as weapons to dictati 
terms But thi« lias got to 
be stopped om c and foi all 
Last veai we got fed up and 
still we went out of tne way 
to hear their grievances 
when and where tliev de 




sired a sitting—at Wnters' 
Buddings, Kotanda, thief 
Minister’s office Sports 
Minister s office Mayor s 
room and Lalbazar 
We conceded to all their 
complaints and managed to 
have ail the exhibition 
matches at Salt Lake 1 hi 
regular practice of non 
cooperation has to end 
somewhere and the IhA 
cannot tarry on liKt this 
Wh\ do you thmk t/iei 
(ontmui to do Uus'' 

It isnt difficult to guess 
Whenever they aie sliding 
down thi league table tiny 
begin tlieii old tncks once 
again F urst to save face the 


officials point their fingers 
at us make false allcga 
bons and finallv blatknuul 
u& bv making all soits ot 
excuses of not playing thi 
eidubition ties fhtydonot 
feel It necessary to use thi 
smallei nutches u> voitt 
their protest Iheic is a 
reason for ttus tht v do not 
w<int to tncorivenic tut theu 
supporters who turn up lor 
these ties on their home 
ground 

And when a big match e 
bdltd an issue is created 
out of this whuli bv now 
everyone is awaie ol 1 he v 
start with improper sc cur 
ity arrangements l)r SiU 


Lake IS a lonely place and 
so they arc not eagei to 
pkiv theri^ I hey want an 
alUrnitivc ve*nuc This 
piactiii cannot continue 1 
iiad to tiunk oi a solution 

So I wioit asking them to 
stop tlus non cooperation 
IS till m IV It op ir disc (heir 
partuipition in tilt ensuing 
all India (ouniiiiitnts like 
tht ltdtrilion Lup Bar 
doloi ind othns I wailed 
tor til in^wti as to 
wilt (lit I (he V wtn going to 
k< t p to tht sc lit dulc d date i 
ol the match igaiiiit i ast I 
Bengal on August Fx ' 
jH.(Iedl> (he reply was 
that theu inalcli Ih dcfei ' 









Players and officials lead a rally 


rciltosdu ttliiidile hut 
wi will tutu lit out t in 1 
Wt t< qiK tid till in to (.on 
tinm phyui^ tl«u in Ulus 
till i It pit mb I hi (OH 
whiih I dt I KH would 
hivi Ik in I it lit <i Hut the 
ilub ttliisid <1 b uIm 
T lu \ wi t b I k til !i till V 
would not Ik ulivuiv, tbi 
niit b iKiinsl I 1 t U« Ill'll 
until I d» I I >11 w 1 t ikt n 
on tlu vr V t lied out ni iti li 
! fuitlui idvi (.d till 111 VII 1 
littii tint ihiv hould 
KNipeidti with us ind if 
thiv tiikd lotoiiiplv I itir 
dtnidv 1 tilt loursi o1 it 
turn will Ik t ik< n 1 1 mpli i 
sistd tint tliui lUKitivi 

II tion would Innii till dub 
I nivti hid mv disiri to 

taki dij tK ttl)^ iniuist 

thi in But till I lull ii* 
miintd idirnint wt mi 
not phvuiv 0 pit po^i 
fioni tlu 111 ltd) 

So I thoudit t diuk idion 
had to bt t iki 1 siiiit 
aiiothi I bi}., 11 iti h bi (wi (n 
Mohun Hi^ii iiid 1 i I 

III njjil w IS irouiid thi i or 
IK I And li id till o\ 11 riinjt 
IkkIv not dtiidid ininiidi 
III 11 turn thi til would 
hi\i bfctn iffnUd W< 
luvi to lluuk iboJttMlV 
oni Iiki tlu SSSminibtis 
donoi mt nbtis tij(ulai 
nttniliers <ind 'ho^e ugukir 


pivin/ pubhi Iveryone is 
ifliitid 1 iirvoni IS ui 
lonvinuniid Moiiiv is 
wistiil on idvi nistniuUs 
in tlu dailii s whi n i biR tii 
is billed ind tbi titki t 
buviis find tint tin event 
IS ilk dolt 1 his obviously 
puts till 11A in an rnihii 
11 111 ), sjxit ioi no thyint 

Ol It I Ml 

Hu \ MV tint the Kill II 
w IS too How do loi; 
deknd It 

Dm ion h ir b 1 don t 
think so In tut sonii d 
thi fioveminf, bodv mini 
bi rs 111 till mi etmt, di m iii 
did 1 thiei >1 ir ban on iht 
ilub othi rs w inttd it to Ik 
two vtiis but I stuik mv 
iiid out lot till ilub iiu 
manii^id to lonvinit m 
lolltaj^uts tint this will bt 
too hirsh I meisiiu Attn 
Kivmif It I SI nous thouKht 
tlu susjKiision was us 
tiktidtu ibout SIX months 
Jht dkgition IS t'lat you 
Win jinnoytu biciuit o/ 
Ml Ib’ihnn Wo/Zi/i" thu 
sivt hnmndi diinertd il 
\ou Ihev tttl tbil (Oil 
hivt JiaetoK Hktrnptt 
sonalh and nivupul dt d tht 
suspension 

(SmiksJ hirst things Urst 
it lb not possible tor ont 
man (mt or .uivbodv elst) 


to make or maiupuLite a 
densiou I he dtiision is 
madi bv ihodj tolliitivilv 
ind Ini buic Mi Mollali is 
aware ol this Now t oming 
to tht first put of \c)ui 
qut tion Yts ol loiirM I 
w IS hurl ind obviously 
mnovi il it Ml Mi Inli 
i ish siitimi nl vnd iiii bt 
hivioui Wouldnt viu bi 
innoytd it i mu nt ibun d 
you In tut ill thosi (ni 
Sint win '•hoiked ind 
atigrv But light thiough 
the p] Ol 11 dings 1 ki pi 
mum Ihiretoii how i in 
lht> i> Ivt tiktn thi 
dm ion bunging in ptrson 
il sintimints 

B/fft th< suspett'^ion at the 
tiuh tht p/jvtis will /oust 
out I lot Hd\t you thought 
about UunH 

Hum invin it a thought In 
tut, Ihi pldviis cdim and 
iw mi Ihiv will bi 
Imlid dtii bv thi IhA 
[111 ptiiiiu -(issions will 
bt UI iiigtd llii \ will Ik 
I lk wi 1 1( piiti ipiLt 111 vi 
1 lou t »ui n mil nt under 
till II \ In UK 1 1 tiling dll 
pLiMis will duivt moil 
bent lit iuiausi whatever 
IS rnadi from thesi tounia 
mints It will be tvcnly dis 
tnbuUd imongst them m 
stead of tht club taking a 


big chunk Irom the gunb 
bitou doling out TIk IFA 
IS not going to piotit It the 
txpenst of tht St pUytrs 
Pt ihaps wi nn> tike in all 
ibout Rs fitKKi from each 
to ini inu nl tot the Playi rb 
B( nt volt lit i uiid 
Hhit wen vour tethngs 
whin vou saw some play 
I r t ikim a tivt pirt in the 
nlh 

lo bi viry triiik I disliktd 
It ind w 1 paint d 1 lii \ 
should have not iitcd in 
tlisii Hint AlUi ill Iliad 
givin ihiir in ibsuianii. 
Ot i Hirst ont i innot 
igiiMi tht posbibihty of 
thu 1 jO'nmg the prueession 
on hi ing pii ssunsed as I 
wi» luinmuniiated of thib 
bv somt ont 

Iht club says that they will 
go to lourt 

I et thi m go I have nothing 
to sa> in this regard 

Aro you optimistic about 
the veidwf'' 

As fai as wt know we have 
dont no wrong 

What d they tome and 
ipolog’st ■' 

I he deeisiun will not be one 
iiiidt bv me alont The 
dteision is the governmg 
luidy s iKt s wait and see 





Co^ Story 


M ohammedan 

SportuiR C lub s rc 
fusal to play at the SaJt 
Lake btadiuni m Calcutta 
far removed from the city 
eentie and its eonbcqucn 
tial suspension bv the Indi 
an hootball Association 
have as vet laused few 
ripples m thi Cilcutta 
hootball I ea^ue 
But even thouRh the 
LcaKUV continue b and the 
absence of MSC is not 
being felt awsj Irom the 
grounds the matter is being 
hotly debated A rckumc 
was made to the Chief 
MimsUr who attempted to 
re&olvt the c ontrovc i sv 
but left It to ft sU I in i lub ot 
tvtn in court I’tihaps tlie 
Unit. It not inup|K>rtunr to 
1 tonsidtr tht pu /ling sus 
I ptrision ind rtfitet upon 
the 1 ghts 01 wiongs ol tht 
m ittf r 

Whitt vt r Its good oi b id 
points tht tiipski ol tht 
I venut ltd to MSC itttnllv 
I ictu ing iltogithti to ph\ 

I at s ill L ikt V iriou'' 

rcaNonnhavt litt i istnht 1 
for this It fusil most of 
them of the shiUow md 
I prtUnlioub \ It iv 1 OI 111 
I stani f it J'' said tli it MSL 
bupporjtis all Inc in C<n 
tnl CalcutCi lud thtieioit 
havt lost the opportuiutv to 
nip into tht htlds foi i 
quick cheer in betwetn 
work slult*. 

Hut sc)>aiating the giair 
horn thi chiff what ulti 
mately smtices is ihil 
MSC suppoittrs ft el a 
stnst ot insccuiuy 
whenever ihtir t im i? 
plavinp It Sail Lakt 
Ihercfort discutior has 
begun to outweigh dtvo 
tion and MSC finds it un 
able to btU tht tickets 
which it binds itstlf to lift 
fiom tht 11 \ Mohimim 
dan Sporting lefustd to 
continue tht game agcinst 
h Bengal on 'i July Fol 
lowing a further itfusal to 
play &e August 2 fixture 
the suspension oicki wa 
enforced 

MSC has reacted pie 
dictably with some heat to 


JUSnCEFOR 

ALL? 

Who IS nght in this Calcutta 
Football League controversy'^ The 
IFA or Mohammedan Sporting‘S 
Lawyer Surrendra Kapoor 
examines the legal points 


tilt suspension fhe show 
of anger one feds is not 
without justification There 
an too many turious 
ispeits of the suspension 
whiih need public airuig in 
To begin at the begin 
rang why has sueh i se 
vt re punishment been dealt 
out for whit ifter all is 
nicteh I default in piIVmg i 
inUthfts)^ Last yen 
Bigm stiycd iway ignnst 
both L R always md Fist 
Bciigil I hat omission to 
play twe t il m iti he s did 
not even iiivite notice fai 
kss even formil lensuu 
from tlie IFA One won 
dtrs why m MSC s < ast the 
‘dies havt not been heW 
with tht same indifkrtnec 
tor with equil mipiitiabty) 
by the oigirasmg luilioi 
ities Whit ifter ill i* 
special iboul MSC thit it 
should bt smgkd out lor 
disciunmalotv suspension’’ 
ritt n igam unt hould 
itmembet that susih n ion 
is 1 foim oi punishrm nt is 
viituilly unknown in the 
League I he vinous 
assaull on Dilip Sen le 
feiee at the it cent Bagan 


Fast Btiigii mitdi went 
totilly upi e pnrn mdt cl 

I here is i story diiny 
the loundb which needs to 
bt nailed if it i without 
foundation It is Im mg s ud 
th It MSC IS mdt bte d to the 
league tor suhst inti il 
sums md it IS bee luse 
MSC a the qiH s h m 
bourued and pivmcnts ire 
long ovtidut thit some 
bcMly ha iiisputd iht sus 
pension to St ttle moit thin 
Iht obv oils at count •)! 
course invtlung is jMissihlt 
in Calcutlas prtmiti 
lunslcui sport but it tius 
1 the ( irt here then the 
stHinti the -.uspcnsion is 
stt iside the beltei it 
would be for tlie iinaM oi 
the game Hit ordei ought 
nut to be i ce vtr up 
should the ehiiKt bt used 
to settle other tmts 

1 heie die < ther iiite it st 
ing fcatuies of the suspm 
sioTi I ot insi iiKt how IS It 
tliat the Older ha lM.tn 
1 ‘sued by the IFV 1 ndti 
the Rules Ih tiiliit eon 
tiol and management of the 
league i vt''ted m tlie 
CFl Sub Coirimittec 


The rules very clearly provide that 'three 
points shall be award^ to a team whose 
oppoi tent has failed to participate in a 
motch, and also two points shall be 
deducted from the totaf points earned by 
the defaulting team after the completion of 
the weague' 


Ihai btmg iht IFA 
'•uitlv has III p wtr t 
inleifeie and t iL dristic 
disciplinary utiin hivmg 
dtkgited Ihost dutie i 
tht CFl Sul) t (nmiitle t 
\tt htrt we Ihvi lh< U \ 
in a brief bild laionu 
Older suspending one li 
tht premie r t lubs from par 
tieipation Isnt the oidti 
an mlriction ot tht Rules ^ 

Whilst on the Pults it is 
also fiuitful to spetulaU 
thit issiiniinj tilt IFA hid 
tlu powci to niikt thi 
ordi 1 Were tit me ntary 
notions of sportsman'-lap 
md imp) \ i bsuvtd by 
iskinffM'sC 1 explain it 
ah knlioii Wilhout ifioid 
mg I hill opjiortunity to 
MSt to si lit ils cist 
could II \ mile uth m 
oiekr 

lie II 1 pti on «Uquite 
h md condemn hun ittef 
you know ill lel v int 
ispttls J his howciei 
does not seem to hi\c 
trill k tht II A tl ill ind no 
such count y w is 
tended t( MSC li hough il 
IS one of It piesctibtd 
duties thit lit fell liking 
my iclion the i i eining 
body lull give ’he p«ly 
(oneeincd in opp)*lunlv | 
of btmg he ird 

\ncl tv Cl it m torn I 
pkldv IVOlds the icj ilistic 
appro nil II 1 cntiiilvl 
iMVoiid coi ipn hciisioii i ' 
to tiov the suspension I 
oidti ould It ill bt made I 
in the fit* o( huguigt ot 
the Rules 

rive Ruk V ly (ituly 
piondt tint points shill 
1 m )w iided I a team 
who t opfKinenl his fiikd 
to pirti ipatc m i mrtch 
and ilso 2 pomts shall bt 
deducted from the total 
pomts earned bv the dt 
flullmgte am afttI the tom 
pinion of the league 
That is Rule 12 
\tiy ytiy signifu mil 
tint rule was I How id 
when Bagan did not )liy 
twomitchc'slastye i Isnl 
It unostr that tht ruk h is 
not been foUowid in the 
east of MSC'* Is it k gill 
matt to ask why net 


12 


COVKR StOJ^ 


Mohammedan Sporting 

The darkest hours 


H I 1 (,(><><1 I'- month hut hdsnt played a lost The offiitals angrv him pio\ed fruitless ' 

Ittf IV ) ji) lu H >tt Ht IS ont of the The spectatois confused Whetluir he is in Calcutta 

kK‘ lit likt I till In I min\ Mohanuiu dan Sport And tlw. club broke It is or outstation the fiatt re | 

liunks 111(1 ht n< u’h iiii u me piners who are dtsillu without a doubt the most mains that he prefers to 

thin iMipiiind noi Its siomd and tense When crutial and difficult period stay aloof The obvious | 

lit I n II mu ill will they plav again'* When for the club in its long question that follows is he 

-.IniiLlli pint I mil ill will iht motivation tome history In short-its dai doing tus duty as president 

^Iul \tt aIuii \iii till- 11 htnii'* kest hours oflhetlub^ iheanswerisa 

I him lit I ( in I » lit on ihi Iheu club like tht Mess And the strange and in veiy definite — No A re 

dt ti ii i\< Ht 1 )ol It you thtyhvt in isindaikntss deed sad part abtiut it is habit sount informs us ! 

willi I I iiilcl liki stispii ion 4-. wt go It) press Mob mi that in this time ot trouble that he has not attended a 

j whiih loiild vtn t i i!\ ht me dan Spotting one of tht and unecrtaintv when single meeting tor the last 

I nil lekiri toi i shim oI (op thrtt lootb tiling clubs sensible Itadership and in yeMi What is suiprising is 

hit \s il 1 ) i\ Vrho in tht lountrv stands sus itumve aie most ret cssaiy the fact that a person who 

lit yon Whit is it you (lendtd till the end of this four of the moit impoitant has always been a lover of 

v >''1'' 11 Ihtv are not tKmiit office beareis of the club sport and who has left no 

111 I (hinii 4 Kim in ti cl to take part in am All* I art not to be found stone unlunitd to regain 

who his limit to L, ill iitt I 1 1 1 ogiuse d all Indn tourna Where is tht piesident the dubs past gloiy 

to pi IV tooth ill lit his nient till Ifeeiinhtt 11 Mt Cifan Kandenan'* All should be missing when 

bten htie i toupl ot l‘t8b Iht playtis seem efforts to get in touch with needed most 



Majid, like his other colleagues, uncared for, unwanted 





July 5 Mohammedan SC refuse to continue the match against East Bengal and the seeds of 

discontent are sown 


I On ttu iiii'.MFjj lisl lit 
(illit I iiuiniiuiK (litKiils 
(< ( T i\ lb \l K I It 111 
1*1 r \ ) ti h 111 1M 
Mill Mil I il I itul 

\t lull 'I II I I't ulitt 
I mi inbi ibi lUicliiKt 

I Tin 11 t \ I il I i I 1111 I 
Wt till) 1 I lit IliI) It 


t'll 

11 1 

1 1 

ti 1 tiiii 

I III 

III 

1 tu 11 P ( 

; I 1 111 

ilu \ 

1» 

i Jilt 

1 1 1 

1 1 

\M 

)«1 

11 till 

dll 

II 

n 

1 

I 1 till 

( Ini 

ti d 

\ 

1 II 

lit t 

1 111 

1 i 1 

ti 

1 pup 

Wl 

111 n h 

111 

1 the helm >l 

It Ml 

1 hi 

SI tc 

11 V 

lln ilm 

Ml M ill III ml th 

t >o 

blit 

S 

III 1 \ 

Mn 

M 1 

11 

1 1 

(In 1 

\\ Ink 

tlu 

I in 

1 liiiil It lii 111 till 

1 

1 it 

1 hi 1 

i 1 III 

lien 

( ( 

1 


1 pi 1 It th 

du) 

I 

1 

Il till 

1 iitii 

<1 1 

1 

h 1 

1 I III 

p bis 

) 1 

1 md 

1 'll 

1 i III 

1 Ur 

11 

,)ii 

1 I 

Mil 1 1 

II (fit 

1 1 

1 

lull 

le in 

1 tlu 

mill <ui 

Ibil 

IS bi in 

(lls 


bid lit t 111 11 lb 

M I ui I I I < )ni 11 n- III 

1 m 1 d t / 11 it ^ i( 1 

t II lipilMI I p) It I fill I its 

md III 11 ilnis (s hkh \iii 
iiiclutkii womtii in hiiUn) 
to VOlIl till II p ti t 
tipim t till n ^ (kill 111 
III ilso edits 1 riiih pipe I 

iHthil) pirl (>1 kliith IS 
dev olid to till pint’ the 
pi oiili inf >1 lilt d ot t’le 
latest divelopmmts 
Hoth Mothli and Onnr 
claim that tla ckiision to 


su-'pitid tilt lub ivas too 
huh I hi> It kr to iiist 
antis in I hi pisl vvtitn 
Dliin iliil) hivt 1 ikd to 
lull up lot t niitch and 
hivt io'it thi spetificd 
jHiints and no inoit llitv 
IIIust lilt iirtl Jiv ol lilt 
II \ Mr I'lodviit Dull i ol 
u iiic the su iieii'.iiin to 
St tilt 1 pi iional sioii with 
ilib iitliinls Ihev iliiiii 
tbit thi 11 \ i 1)1 iu>, run 
I iht otlii 1 two hiR iliibs 
Wh u dot s the 11 A sav in 
il lit It ni I I hi St 1 1 1 tai > 
ol iht oiution ikailv 


tmphasiscs (hit fiivinj^ i 
walkovii to iast IkiiRil 
was not thi itason lor Iht 
suspension It was out of 
Ihe reasons Hi nftte to 
reputed lets ol niision 
duit on the pail ot Ihi 
ottiiials an I i lontinuou 
poliiv ol non mope I It ion 
on thi put ol the tlub 
whit h has t rub in isst d the 
II \ mote Ihtn oiui is the 
pnnniv reasons lot thi 
susinnsion ol tin ilub 
Coniphints Molumnii 
dm SportiriK have m<in> 
Hut the iiut'-tiim is Aii 


the V Koiiit; tbout it the iijfht 

A i\ ^ 

Abdul A/i/ the loinur 
I’lt sident ol till tlub whin 
asked tot hw opinion le 
jiliiil viil'i i him No Ihi\ 
lie not points ibout it llir 
tiphl w IV ’ I houph he 
tiel tint till IhA hivt 
him untaii md tin v tthi 
11 A) hivi no the me m 
mutt hi (otili nils that tin 
issut should be ki pt abso 
liitilv noiiiomiminil lli 
ilso idds stt ini'lv Iheie 
was no need lo tike the 
wonitn out in tlu pi nes 
Sion II w lot till util ilkd 
toi 

A S thmt.s St md tin sus 
pm Kill ol Ihi I kih IS 
the lilt) 1 hmiitin^ piobkm 
tint II tins todiv Bui 
then 111 nniv other niK 
clmis piobit ns tint hivi 
iddedup mdlogillut ton 
tubuled to the orrv ".tale 
ot iti m in till Moh imini 
(1 111 S|K)i tint, r inks I lu 
most impDit mt oiu btinp 
tin nil i 

Ilu oltiis til the tlub 
art I mtilv I ht club is 
itippled bv 1 difnit ot 
several likhs of ru[His 
Ihi silirv of the staff has 
dlleKiiilv not hem paid foi 
till l>st tlnii months Ilu 
plivi 1 lit roiK'hiiifs It out 
til till Mohmmieriin Spoil 
inp Ml'S thttt IS no pow 
el as ell itntii\ hills have 
not bem t II lie cl hood bills 
too It mam pindinK 



Ouma writes homa—a aad tale to tali 





C( JVM<Sr()k\ 


1 houRh rt IS dilfKuli t > y I 
tht* pLi\tts to idnit it 
thtir tees lnvt loi d it 
paid in full But pi not til 
setttiusntss ol ill M 
finam i il me p i ut 
fat t that she pi | i li 
Maid.in \t irk I t,i i J 
a rtsolutid t I It III I 
tlu t M ill II I i>K lilt 

ftKilhilhri). I \h)hiru 
m* (1 I 1 1 11), 1 ht a 

n IS I 1)111 hi I n I 

huI I IK 1 111(1 willm\ 
tlu ippioKh the iiitii I 

ltl< I I piMIllIlt till V III 
hiiiiiili tied 

lilt (lul) 1 still stun, 
i;linjt to i<io\(i lion tht 
|ott It itttiM 1 tvlu 11 It litd 
to pi\ 18' O'KI mp t 1 
art as tc tin II \ \ 

spokt sm in I i ilu U \ 
ft (Is tint in III itttnipt a 
Rtt tlu II own 1)1 I on tin 
Assoiiitnn tlu \ II 11 
urtinp to I p lilt )t IK 


iT 


PIdyci s kept in the dark 






KF rw 






i 






t )op I tion I lod/ut Dnt 
t iJ(l 1 11 (\hihition 
at it( lu (Ik \ (1 not t ikt i 
ini,l« of thur (]iu)t I ut titk 

ct l( sill Uhtn I isk 
Ilu 111 il) in It ilu N sH thit 
tlu II suppiilii IK not 
iui< It stt 1 Mv ()Ut sti )n 
lilt I) I lull onu wlun 
tlu 11 ttani toit i froal 
III )u inds ol spttlil()i>> go 
a o <t ti \ Obiiously 
t'n \ at Molliniintdan 
Spoitinj, supporltis But 
lilt club to pile tht 11A 
uluses to help us in tht 
silt ot litkets 
1 ht root of the prohIt m 
thtiifoK e tht latk of 
funds In ordti to tross 
othti hurdlts tht tlub it 
()uiits hnanct Then and 
only thtn will things get 
undti tontrol 
But who IS going to take 
things under control' Be 
causi of tht huge iinantial 
liahilitiL'. both present as 
well as t X ofhtiais prefet to 
stav iway fiomdubaffau'b 
As one former official put 
It Whos going to come 
w hen the club is financially 
in such a mess' 

ITus has resulted in a 
lack of capable leadership 






Is this the right way of going about It? 


Not oiiJv btcdust thert is i 
de nth of It idtr*- but wht n 
you hm i secrilir\ who 
shoots his mouth oft whtn 
evti and wht re evt i possi 
ble It only giKS to shim 
that the club nteds exp< ii 
enced and sensible It iders 
Yes It IS true th it Moham 
mad Omul is doing his best 
to patch up the differtnits 
between Uit club and the 
IhA as w*B as keeping the 
supporters undti control 
But what about the othir 
officials’ Ihty ait cither 
missing or doing things that 
aie haiWig the club rathe r 
than helping it 
Mohjioimedan Sportin 
have aiw been accused ol 
being the onl> Jub not 
willing to play matches at 
the Salt Lake Stadium 
Their reason being m 
adequate secanty arrange 


ments Hut the club s foot 
bill secittirv categorically 
denies this saying t art 
now ilw lys it id> to play ui 
S lit 1 ikt fit got on to 
s i> \ » s w t wt rt 
apptthtnsivc in the lx gin 
iiing But we have played 
then and we are more than 
satisfatd with the seeuritv 
srr ingement*- And we 
h ivt no obiettions to play 
tng thtie in tlu future 
Right through this cntieal 
peiiod the biggest sufft rets 
iiavt bttn tlx players 
Some of tlitm like the 
(aptaui f‘ emnath Philips 
have packed thur bags and 
hurried* hunt Philips lef 
lor Kerala a i ejected cap 
tain Iht less fortumte 
ones have o sweat it out m 
the heat and gloom of ihe 
players Mess—some ttf 
them haivtg amved oQtIf 


ittenlly 

As they while iwi\ the 
hours placing eairom u 
leading they w iit patit ntiv 
for 1 decision Tliev wiit to 
gt I bae k on to the te ild 
1 he\ w lit tor then m nit \ 

1 hey wait to lie i irt d tor 
Ihty art the ones who 
matter the most I iKitball 
IS the ir livelihood ind the v 
must have It Botli the club 
officials as well as the II A 
must eoiutm tliemselvis 
about thur futuie 

Yts wt go to Ihf flub 
grounds for prittiee every 
mommg but ihcit stems 
to ht a strong sense ot 
msecunty Tbe guvs just 
cannot motivate them 
selves " says a player who 
did not want to be named 
Lymg fast asleep m ont 
awnQertji the loom bathed 
bflMWopwaaon was Mqid 


Biskir Dm ired for Un 
w inte d lit likt hi > ithei 
tolls igui IS robbed of !us 
pioltssion for n tiult of . 
his own rh<\ »< in tht 
dirk not knowing whit 
lie s ahe id 

U h it IS the tut in of tht 
tlub'* Is there iit any 
hope (jisim Klun i sup 
poller of lilt (hib fot over 
twintv vt ns who did not 
I It 1 morst I ot tiKHl for 
thite divs ittu Ins club 
wis suspended idmits 
I he situition i b?d But 
Ihuc is still hope 

^ts I hue IS hojH for 
the club It IS time to foigel 
all past difierenu It is 
tmic fot unity lime to be 
taethi' lo bi pitient lo 
be restrauicd It i> time lo 
save this glorious uistitu • 
tion But something must j 
be done Now' 
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PEACE AT LORD’S 

Patrick Eagar photographs the first 
Test between England and New 
Zealand at Lord's 


Bowler Edmonds might be mistaken for a flamielled Ovett breasting the tape after an exacting 
miler. However the circumstances are greatly diffei'ent. He has only bowled Hadlee for 17 

Facing page, above: David Gower drives like, well, David Gower. He got 02 in the first innmgs 

Facing page, below; Bruce French is at the centre of medical attention. Hadlee (third from left) 
got one to rise, French turned his head, took the ball at the back of his helmet, stuttered 
backwards before collapsing into the arms of wicket keeper Ian Smith The irony of it ail was 

that Hadlee is French’s Notts team mate! 












Tbis page;- 
Tc^ left: Atbey hooks 
during his 44 
Top right; Graham 
i-Gooch typically pulls 
during his unbeaten 
162. 

Bight: Martyn Moxon 
deflects during his 
first innings 74 


Facing page: 

, Top left: French takes 
Hadlee at the back of 
his helmet 
Top right: Martin 
Gr^e gets 106 
, tower left: Hadlee 
exults on getting 
Moxon Ibw 
- Lower right; Bob 
Taylor makes a 
surprise Test 
re-entry, taking over 
as reserve ‘keeper 
flom Bill Athey 

















m 
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h< 1 nam( noi alludt d to her 
ptestnce m tht stadium 
Onl\ llie unprcdk tabk and 
(.heek\ Hana Mandlikuva 
ome her ballgiri hid tht 
ner\ t to do it Sht s Jid how 
pitastd she was to ha\< 
Miss Ndvritilo\j III this 
>eai s tonipetition a tht 
numbci one playti ui tht 
world H ina )iavt it a touth 
of hti own as sht pio 
nounttdlht rnipe NaMdti 
lovi III in 4nitriLan Jittnt 
m her 1 nglish \tisitm of 
Iht spec t h anil in its punt} 
m tht C7< t h version Sht 
madt hti spttth whilt 
aiitptinK Iht tiophv for 
hei tt im s \ it ton 

t hiis Fvtit I lo\d iddtd 
ht 1 own touch b\ patting 
hti till Tid on III I liitk 
I ()n hi r \\ i\ out •f tht 
I iduini M irliii i w i-. \ lit 
til molt t mil »it ibit Silt 
iviii tiniidh U Iht tiowd 
and till n iiuiiiptd li i right 
1 irn in liit lu Sht km t 
•■ht w I till ilK Ik I I slit 
h 1 1 bi ugti* s mt IhiiH 
I hoiii* litr ttniii ind tin 
wot Id II t dll ht ni ilh 
I t 1 High thi t /nil otfunl 

1 who sdvt lu 1 I cold shinil 
till ti tin lid should bt 
gi lit till t Ik I lui blinking 
tht iiilion til t niiioi iii 
tnnitioiiil (omiMtUion to 
woild dll iilion Ihit foi litt 
pttscnct It would Invt 
bi t ri jii t iiiotlici f tdt n 
tioii ( up which t/nhoslo 
t ikii could liiM won lot 
tht louitli tunc in i low 
In tht ibstnti ot M iiti 
Ill mil Lhiis tht I S hid 
lost tht tup illowiiig tht 
(.zitlis win t fill Ihict 
veils In twf of tllost fin 
als thi I S sttond stnng 
hid lost to Ham ind topi 
panv llus vt u s tuni|Kti 
tion was i niitti t ol mtioi 
il piicit ' t the t7i h 
whowtti si tgiii} tht sing 
It most iniiioitmt intciii 
tional siKiitini, tctnl sintc 
the Mostow iiitl Sai ii< o 
Olympiads in tht Sovitt 
blotk nation Iht\ bailr i 
brand new national ttnius 
stadium and attiai ti d somt 
of the top commticial spon 
sors of thi world suth as 


Nikt Coco Lola and Nh t 
I emus was toming to Fri 
gut in big wiy hvtn the 
Numbti Oni liana hid 
not played m the i ipital foi 
tht pist eight vtars 

If the C/tth ofhtials bid 
lilt II w 1} Mntina would 
notliiM (onii to tht toun 
try But tht t had no ihoitt 
is sht tnttitd is pnt of 
the I S tear i Octr the past 
thrtt veais Uitis md 
Martina hid no*t be in on 
the It mi dut to athtdult 
lonilicts But (his vt ii they 
wtit in lull torct With 
M irtiiH ( lint the ht st dim 
bit It mi in tiu woild 
hirst it aid Fini Shinn 
/mi (iiiM m 1 httltrilion 
Cup \i tt I 111 ( miplitid tilt 
lint up And ol out si tht 
world jiies Flit C it' 
lould not hi\i isktd tor 
nil tl 

Diliitois lit hudh 
ippitcJdtd Ill C/iclioslo 
\iiu Mirtini s hist 111 IIIh 
ig mist C hill 1 w 1 II >1 pi ly 
id on Iht iiitiil limit 
w111 h gt Is tl 1( \isu n 
covci igt It w IS the \cnui 
it till I onli st bi twt (II lilt 
7 \u t Union md BuU iiii 


Ihe SOttcipiut} gland 
stand tourt w is piiktd to 
walih Mirtini whilt only 
/() pti ttnl ot the 7 biK) 
scats of tht ctntril touti 
wtit tjktn Ftoplt hung 
horn wherivti tlitv lould 
to catch 1 glimpse of the 
worlds best pltvtr who 
w IS ilso OIK ot then own 
Finns whiih pisstd by 
overlooking the t idiuni 
eonipkx slowed down to 
le t thi eommutt i s h mg tmt 
to e itch a hit ot the iilion 
Someone horn tlie ii >wc! 
asktd Mirtini m C/tili to 
slow down 1 hid to sli w 
down on some point'' fii 
e jusi they wtu still clip 
inng for the pit vims 
point M ir tin i i e e ilk tl 1 1 
tti Thus II w is only liUmg 
th il she bli w 1 kis to tin ii 
IS sht lilt Iht eouit 
Fhi C/ieh ntwspipeis 
piibhshtd lilt hirt mini 
mum ilmut liu iintihcs 
t)ft< n '■ht wis lust a sLitis 
til III lilt store ho\ t/cell 
Icl vision ktpt mo I ol the 
ni iti hi s ot the U'" ti mi mt 
ot lei vision Miitini hiy 
thin 1 on nitionil tckvi 
sum i mu in lit i finals 


igunstllui \ tl w wt k 
t tiller the \V t bit d i tii I 
wIS shown >11 till *tli\ 
Sion md it w is M utiii i 
fust appt u iiut III niti ml 
ttkiisioii siiKi lui diiti 

tion 

Ihi ottuiil iiulittiii lilt 
tontimud to tht veiv tnc’ 

As Miitini hit tilt winimit 
shot for tht US ttam the 
C/teli Piimt Ministtr i 
w ill I d out of thi st iclium 
without eoriii itulitup tht I 
viniHi I arliti thi govern 
mi n* h id torbiddt n tin 
C/f ih tt im from it tending 
i iete|)lion givin in Marti 
n 1 s honour bv the I S 

I mb issy 

Miilmi nionunt tune 
as -^lu Htcplttl the ttani | 
(lopln is tht Nuinbet Om I 
pi ivtr ot the winning team 1 
Fnoi tc Iht taniseketion . 
slu isktd MiiU Ris'un I 
ttu tipluii to tnlti Chns i 
i Numlxi Unt s slu had ' 
a bettf 1 it told on iliv md 
hid won tht 1 leiub open 
But it this pit tit III II no 
ntiU she would In c 
tlimktd Rissiii for listing 
hfci IS tht Nunibti One is 
It givi hit Ihi thanci to 
spt ik to hei ptupli. Atui 
lonml It mirks she niadt 
her seniuntms viiv oh ^ 
vious 1 hoju It wont bt 

II vt us be foil 1 tomt i 
buk igiin Ihost wot Ids 
biouidU tlu hou e dowm | 
)ust 1 she hid wanted . 

Iht IS tiani etitd as U ' 
aiitpltilllu Uophv Clins 
made It even swtitoi foi 
Milt mi whni sht said 
()n bt hall ot /in i Pam md 
inv st If 1 would liki to sav 
wt ill did this tor Martma 
md wt di dk ati d this I cd 
tl ition tup to vou fMai 
tun) 

Flu tiiv sht won her 
first US Open lAtr obtani 
ing 1 "s eituinslup Murtina 
Ind ft 1* sht w 1 fiomc at 
last Slu had to go back 
h imt ind slu did it tht onJv 
wav ■>hf know > tht hi st 
way 


Martina meets the press in Prague 
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The likelhiood of me playing 
Gompelilive sport remains dhn 

V. Chandrasekhar tells the 
story of his remarkable recovery 
and the aspirations he has 


I HA VI Stare bed dttp into vdiious 
dictioiunes to find words to t xoiess 
latitude to mv fellow Indians 
throufdinut tiu length <ind breadth of 
ths vast (ountry for all llieir help 
extended to me dui inf? m} bleak 
fx-nod Hut I have not bt en able to 
find sudabk words to e'pn ss mv 
(gratitude I am overwhelmt d with )o> 
and 11> with pleasure wlu ti 1 think of 
the \anous gestures o| gtxidwdl t x 
tended lo nrt I hopt it will siitfii t il I 
simply say 1 am ovt i w lielmi d 
I lelt Madras in Ihi last wvt k of 
hebruarv and tlu lu aimenl by Dr 
Paul C utler of I or onto ht pan in the 


first week of Mare h after the routine 
t<*sts and examinations I underwent 
fOeouist'sof tin Chelation Irt.it 
ment Tiis ther apv t (insists iiiainK of 
feeding Prtx anc F DIA and aniino 
acids mixt'd togetlier in <i solution and 
given in a dup lasting ovt r foui hours 
through the vems ITie principle ol 
thi> treatment IS wlulethi .iniino<icicl 
IS a brain tonu the prot ane he Ips 
re generation ol dam<iged bi am 11 11 s 
and tissues 1 he bD I A is a mi dicme 
whnh removes all the unnert ssary 
toxins find minerals wlueh hat be t n ot 
d.iniagtdbiame«'lb mdtissues Iht 
1 I) IA IS a nu dieint whieh h ive been 


accumulated in the body due to non 
usage of vaiKius must les lor a long 
period 

1 he whole treatment is (Minlul 
thougli efftHtive Foi a start Ib C iillt r 
gavt me fOtieatmentsand then 
dcH ided that I wpuld need a bn ak 
Iht' interval was loi about two and a 
ball months Headvisednit to under 
go phv sit al therapv and oci u)><'itional 
therapy at the Rusk Institiitt in New 
Vork 

Atli r a ft w days of rt st and 11 lavii j 
tion w itli my unt le in C hit ago I joined ' 
the Rusk institutt 1 kx tors t xamuit d I 
itK and felt that I net ded a vt i v high | 






It VI 1 ol l»oih pli> sit il Ihei n)\ inri 
I tHtu|iitu>nal Uut ipv I i tW i loi 
Uuit wttk mdthtnwa iskidiv 
toiitinut till I III' It the 'l^tst I ikt 
I C (inniHiuitv i Id pit il 111 (. hie ii<(> 

* Impiottmtiil u IS r<.pKl ind 1 lx ^hii 
I to walkand litldiiti tx ltd Vl\ \i ion 

' stiirttdtk iiin^up Kt idin^ nt wspap 
eis sit inK I V and movuig on the. 
loadpostdnoprobkms Ihtttitlion 
Unit iiad iinprovt d dram itu illv Ikit 

* tors It It th It 1 h id in idi iinun igjii ihk 
I pio|iitss md williontinuL toiinptoM 

r ipidiv hut till likt lihoiHl ol mt pl iMnit 
lOtnpc titivi sport ttiii tins dim 
Aftt I I king St ssion o‘ phvsiial 
therapy and tiit unrtioiial thti ipv in 
Cluiago Iviint baikto loionto for a 
furtiiii tin rounds ol tht Liu I ilion 
1 n Unit nt Mv vision got so muih 
>> ttei tl It I si lift d living on inv own 
I went out U) tai at t< staui ints ill 
alone as in tht nitanlimt tht nuist 
who had lu onipanii d me to 1 oi i nlii 
went hai k to India I then i irnt liaik 
to (. liieago lor thret more wet k-, ol 
therapy on rin way bark to Jndi i I )i 
Lutlcr wantt d to itvitw m\ condition 
after a six-month gap This is lu < es 
sary as Chciatiun Therapy t innot bt 
given ovei a ceitaui liiint at a gi\( n 
tune Obvioubly mipresst d at tht 
piogress shown by nu 1 Ir C utlei said 


I om overwhelmed with |ov 
and cry with pkasure 
when I think of the various 
gestures of goodwill 
extended to me I hope it 
will suffice if I simply say, 

' I um overwhelmed 


m lus hnal It poll \ Cli itidt ist kh ii 
IS Ik mg litatt d by nit loi nt iiiologit rl 
dist urbane t s ht had lollowing sunn ry 
Ht liasitspondiddrmi itiialU to 
intidi t nous (ht rapi ind is no v I it 
unproytd lit will!i.i\t toittuinin ^i\ 
months toi tontinut d Hit r ipy ol ihout 
out month s duiation 

So thtn whal is my i ondilion now 
f U y ision IS ik ii m il lor r ( ading mo\ 
mg around waUluiglV indniovits 
hut IdohdM difhtuhv in till lowtr 
tu'ld Also whin lacking a ball thrown 
a me U is known as SiniialRela 
tkinship m midital terms -1 ttnd to 


misjudgt tht speed and boimtt It will | 
tikt king houi sot pi at tilt tobteomt 
noimalmthis ibptil Kegaidrngto 1 
oidmition >1 limbs I am able to cat 
yvitli iknilt ind loiknonnally lliert 
IS no dilfit ulty in blushing iny It tth 
and soaping mv body |iowdt ring anti 
so on but ((Kiidiiiatioii i itill no! 

• noughloi higlui Itytlol iitnity 

1 1 in w ilk hi nd md inovi around 
it a non I il '■ pi i il w (II t trough 
ilowtvtr luiiung'roundat giiat 
spt i d ind auiiifK things vt iy 1 ist i sUll 
1 prohltin 1 am abk to walk without a 
limp ind I do not dr ig my tit t Mv 
s|H (I he^ t It II f 1 st and almost 
Horn il 

I will Ik going to I iiunloagunlor 
luilhtt tit unit nt around Jan Kl> 

In thi nKanlmit 1 will be 
contuiii igvtiy liaidplivsiothtiapv 
and t iKudmation ai tiv Kit s niauiiy re 
lating to vision Rtgaidiirgni' coining 
bi ktotabk Itnius dottoi*-fetl that 
ilthough I m IV Ik ibit to pl i\ tht 
gaint ioi i< iiatioiithi ptospiclof 
mv itlninmg'oil altlu compctiUvc | 
't \ tl IS imbktlv 1 hough not entn el> 
lukiiout 

Of tourst tht fust priority is to 
bttomt 1 normal human bcnig again 
Iht rest isnow soinewliat setondary 


r «nt s 
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Wizards of a 
forgptten heritage 


This IS the story of two former Olympians, Joe Phillips and 
Babu Nimal, who won gold medals at Berlin in 1936 but 
today, are forgotten, living merely for memories. Rahul 
Chandawarkar met them 


W iiiii Dili)) 

Vtll|. ukll out 
r II ititki ti I 
w IS rt c t n inj. 

(t (MK)riotlji'' it the hinel‘« 
ol Abdul K( hill in Bukh itii 
at Slmiih 1 w istKi t(i 
f ici witli tw ) fmine t htH k 
esOlyinpiin whuinc un 
< ludloi jnd unteeuKntsed 
I ml*unt SestiiU \t n old 
|fK Phillips Hid ‘<2 vt II iild 
I liibuNiiinl both im min rs 
I ol th( It pend in Dhv m 
' hind s w» ikl tiiiiou 1 ‘Mh 
Btrliii<>l\mpi hoikt 
te mi III nil nlitiisiii 
tilt ir homi cil\ wc 11 
IhioisuiiK bn lusi tht 
iiiikit iinnii hissooM! 
povM It d our Indi in 
psyiht ih It HI It lid t( 
vonsidi 1 all olhii It iiii ol 
I s)K)tt^ is pi distil 111 iiiiu 
tui 

I ill aid oil hi SI Iwt 
spoil Sint 11 bv uiidtnt 
while hivmji ihii with i 
hoi kts - lo\ iiiK Ini nd ol 
mini in III It ini c Ik liu 
•■ubit It ot disi us 1(111 w s 
iriUinitiorialhoikii 
N lint s ot luH kt V Ml Its 
III I r ul I iticns S iiiuiil 
I ill (hiilt Cointhus 
I (it Mild I \jitpilsm^h 
S iijil Siiii.li flo ittd tinouph 
I till smoktd hikd KHini 
But I m\ouiniiKint m\ 
surpi 1 t wht It mv h it iid 
I isiially mintiuntd Wt 
Invt two l‘)lb Beilin 
Hot kt V ( IlMiipi ins St ivinR 
It Ml idki nt II Punt 
\Ktvi nt Illy iiopped 
out ol niy Ilf id ind the 
ihai toundilsw i\ down 
my windpipi' Rno\t.niii» 


ti om j k nf» bout ol int i s 
sant t ou^biii^ tnd iftii niy 
t stiltdt]iiint‘ Witt init 
with loiifidt lit an wt rs 1 
was oh to Ml idh where 
Ihtst siHiilsnitn WLie sup 
post d to hi stiyiii); 
phot ipht r hit nd Milind 
Sitlit indlwiit ,ot 
titid Ihit wt /Domed obii 
vious to my mope d s 
ijroins'loe PhiUips li tsin 
1 (Ul ipid tied two KHirn tin 
teiuiiunt It w 1 idt( te 
i 1 HUM I (Mvnipi ii liMiii in 
sill h iliji (t p )vi itv Phil 
lip w I 11 1 b( mi but his 
diiieditt I M I iw iii\ii( (I Us 
in indi,i\( ushistiuiuri 
St Tip lx (I lull (I me m )i 
ibl< pit tints 

Phillips enttxf d not 


in lehliter with his hind 
t( Idedin I fiimasti Inti 
dm lions ()\ti he it 
qut ste d nit to i ondut t the 
intiiVKW inliuidi lot wis 
1)01 non Minh lh]()in 
the old Kh idki b i/1 ii iii i 
He was the third ol se\t n 
Inotheis mdnivei w is 
iblt to f,t to a sehoi I 
the 11 by remaining unt du 
t iti d \s he put It ] w s 
an ibsolute stuetui bin 
iiid \ 1^ iboiid in mv e irlv 
tl ly 

Mv eldt 1 1 1 ithti |i lin 
wh( w i 1} I )d s|. iitsii 11 
w is rt sf onsit 1 loi i it 
duimii, net tl t i nut ot 
hnltv lbti.in()i \inv,tn 
this \ TV i,i' und v III St t 
mill nt ot vtiu llity 


notii i d mv t lie nt w he n 1 
w IS i 1 ve irs old ind in 
c hide d lilt in the Kh idki 
Inittdtcim the stionstsl 
te iin in Punt M\ nt xl liij^ 
bfeal i init when I w i 
selecttdtophy foi tht 
Bomb IV pi o\ net s m tht 
N itioTi il Fi V uiei 1 eham 
fiioii lii[i It L lit ul I nn I 
14 >(v Mv iM ikninmet it j 
t lit utt I s w ni( Ill ike It I 
into the Indiin Olvnipit side 
unde 1 Dhv in e hind U i thi 
1 t liii Olvnipi s 1 w IS 
I hi ille d be M iitl w Olds but 
ihthiuniMl speet tithi 
t Ul I Ihf It (1 nit I w I it 
lint t me (niploved it the 
\ iimuniti n I i t >i v 
Kli idki 111 the t ip 1 itv if 1 
hi Ipt I I I lit il nil w ii,i 
lilt t niiK mill Iht 
III rill) I III e'vpen'.t s would 
h \i bt( n bt vond mt but 
t II Kli idki I iiitt d skippe r 
(. lilt I lyloi sivtdthi diy 
b\ (olltitini, donitions 
tl imBiitishofhieis in 
I une ind I (indue turn a film 
show ele 

ih( Indi in team sailed 
In ni BombIV to I rime 
wheie then slnp bioki 
down ind th( y took i trim 
to Beilin lilt Indiinspliy 
(d 1 total of 28 matt hes in 
C)t mianv and neighbouimg 
e ountrii s from July 17 to 
SepU niljtr 16 winning all 
the II matt he s with the ex 
ttplionofom At ihfc 
Olympies India thr ished 
hosts Germ mv in the finals 
8 1 

Jot Phillips who played 
(xeeptionaDv well as a ngjtt 
full bat k in all the eneoun 



Photographs MiUnd Satha 





The team after it returned victorious from Berlin (Sitting right to left) Ahsan Khan, P Fernandes 
Shahabuddin, Micrie, Babu Nimal (Standing right to left) Joe Phillips, Allen Roop Singh Tapsall, 
Dhayan Chand, Emmett, Pankaj Gupta, Hussain, Masood, Gallibardy, Ahmed Sher 


It IS nii.k n mx d tht 
great Indi in v» ill In Iht 
(nrnwiiiniss Ihentweii 
t\ \» ai'' old Philbp‘. 
natur ilK ()n top ot iht 
woild but hi n is cru(.llv 
bi ought down to i arth on 
la re turn to India lh-> 
cniplin 11 s at thi ’Ammuin 
tion tai loi\ at Kha Iki kept 
him at tht hcipei position 
laismg lus dailv w Hgc rate 
marginaih ftom the anginal 
mno anna<3 

Relating this tale with a 
fatdwav look in his eves hi 
ijaid Not onlv did the > not 
promote me but the Bom 
bav provini C" st lei tors re 
fused to take me back 
They felt I was too old at 
the age of 20 having played 
one Olvmpu s Ven queer 
logii this but 1 did not 
complam and continued 
playing spintedlv for mv 


dub Ok Khadki United 
dub in loeal tournaments as 
well as till pre stigious Agi 
Kh in H(Kke\ toumamiiit 
in Honibav 1 finallv hung up 
rn\ boots in the vcai 10% 
lilt SctondlAotid)\ai 
•lisoelimititU d nhateier 
i h int t s Jo( Phillips h id of 
reprt st nting tht i ountrv in 
subst quent Olvinpii 
tournaments Jot marntd 
m 1041 but hft was still a 
big sti uggit L onside i mg 
that tht Ammunition lat 
torv ne\ e r i eall\ int re astd 
his status and salai v It was 
a hand to mouth t xistem e 
loi Joe s fan il^ 194b saw 
Joe leave dit Ammunition 
lictorviobu disgust and 
despair He envisaged bet 
tei prospect ? as an CKld 
jobs man bitheieached 
such a dead t nd that his 
poor wife had to start 


w orking as an avail m a 
m arbv hospital In spiti of 
sll thest selbai ks he 
deep looftd huikt \ skill 
nevti failtdlmii indlii 
continued to shine for th( 
Khadki I Inittd tc ini in pti 
stigious II itioii il toiimj 
n enfs siirh is tht Agi 
Khan and otlii rs 

Asjwputit I under 
took quite a tew shoii t« m 
«uadung stmts lor school 
and c olleges m Pum like 
the \\ adi 1 1. ollt gc IIIgus 
son Collcgt ind tin Nation 
al Model School But some 
how I nt \ ei found pi ai < of 
iiund and 1 guess 1 went 
wdvw iril 

While talkinu ot the nn 
mot tal Dhv in k hand tear > 
welkd up m Phillips t \e ■> 
as he said Dhyan Chand 
sahah was a truly great 
man Nobody m the world 


olhockty will be ahit to 
iquiilii til I ■•(it still 
wotk liilliootiol indhist 
liiupissinr He dnbbimg 
w 1 miph invstieal 1 u 
HI mill I tilt til nnans 
loimid 1 wall of dt ft ndi rs 
III the Berlin ()lem|iie finals 
to tlmait till great man 
IhiiLWiie It least SIX 
di li tide rs f^ng to stop 
Ills nil Mini nl But hi gave 
til 111 dll till slip as hi 
dnbblid past to si on time 
and igimatwill With the 
III * s of Dhv in Chand lus 
hrothi 1 KiKipsingh P I’ 

I e inindt s and others m 
1 torwaidlnu there was 
111 dingii tr oui (itadd ’ 
Whinasktd ibouthmi 
sell Ik smiltd and said 1 
wasionsideied the penalty 
eoi net specialist Mv 
strategy was simple I used 
to take the hit and instruct 
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out forwards, to try and 
deflect the ball mto the 
itoal We seoredheavdy by 
application of this method 
In our days, we always 
passed first tnne and never 
played a selfish game Even 
such brilliant players like 
Dhyan Chand and othc r 
passed as soon a* they got 
the ball Oui player" Kxtay 
art vpi y vt ry individuilistic 
and >( Ifish ind that is tht 
n ason tlu v don ( store too 
manv goal 

I Rtininistmg iboul the 
1 day s gone bv Philhpssud 
I Hot ke V IS ne irly de ad in 
' Putu tod IV and that makes 
mt h eh try Sid bttause 
It II t d t( flourish in our 
time s I he le ison could be 
ittribuK d lo the present t 
<»f lonrnidable military and 
I cimI h(H ke\ teams in Pune 
' III those d lys 7 he Bn 
! lishct ■> also were ttsponsi 
I bit tot the ontouragement 
gi\ into the developnunt 
of the s|H)rt in Punt I o 
ilav tucket IS all that a 
Puneitf thinks of though 
Khidki lit I IS •jtill tht 
htidqumei of Punt hot k 
t y 1 h it rt mind mi 1 ilso 
Has 1 r udiiitnpi e liowier 
I lor the Young Me n Chiisl 
I lan \ssrKlation me k( t 
I t( am in Punt in n \ youn 
ge'i tins 

' Wlu n I asked him why 
he didntapproathfiiends 
ind I el itive s lot finatu lal 
help whiniiitioubie he 
s ud fit oudlv sell i e spe tt 
\\i IS moie imfiortant to me 
ind hotkey t lught me to be 
I t oui ige ous e nougli to lace 
I mvthillengc 
I lujt as we we rt aliout to 
le i\t Phillips sud \ou 
I hue nskednie omany 
tfut stions now I woukl liki 
to isk \oujusi one quts 
turn Why art you h ntuig 
I ibout an old m ir like me 
' Will III It plied sacmg Be 
I t lusc you have done so 
niuth lot the country on tht 
I n ition il ind uitemational 
I sfM ils ire na v<*t you have 
I 1 h cii forgotten He was so 
I mo\ e d by this that he nod 
ded mgratituele ties filled 
Hith tears clasping my 
I h ind tightly 


F OLI owing joe Phil 
lips neat directions we 
then proceedt d towai ds his 
senior Bcrbn Olympics 
teammate BabuNimais 
house BabuNimal who is 
years old today stays at 
Aundh the neighbouring 
suburt) «)t Khadki 1 he door 
of lus son s ground fl(M)i fl it 
w IS slightly ijai uid I 
nolit td m old man dustuif, 

11 Ufilx) ird lull ol cups and 
tiophies with great t ire I 
knew It was Nun il He was 
casu illy attne d in shorts 
ind a lianian as he grt e It d 
us with I smile on hist ice 
Niinal looked a lot fittei and 
healthier than th( much 
younge r Phillips w< had 
iust met 

Spe ikingui clear Huidi 
the octogenaiiiiisaid 1 
St 11 ted pi lying the game ui 
1920 with srhoolboys from 
I ncighhounng se hool Af 
te r in\ 1 ithe r s retirement 
in 192b we came toKhidki 
ere a once igain wheit I 
gi iduated from the Khadki 
Sportsmen team Si the 
Khadki Unite d te nil which 
was It tin ist d ly s man ige d 
by one Se I geint Griffiths I 
went to the Gakutt 1 19Ib 
All Indi I Provint lal hockey 
toumaimnt wearing the 
Bombai province colours 
My game as tht ctntie lialf 
must have been impi ess 
ive to men! St lee tion in 
Dhyan Chand s 191b Berhn 


Olvmptcs squad Just like 
JoePhiUtps 1 too was a 
btneficury of the funds col 
letted by our energetie and 
dynamic Khadki United 
captain Ghns I ay lor Itoo 
was a helper hke Joe ui the 
Ammunition fat torv at 
Khadki 

Bibudespite his idcanc 
ing igi h IS j ve ry vivid 
me nun y and it w is a pit i 
suit to he 11 huniceounl 
unit mtcu tuiginaedote s 
(in the intmoi iblt 19 16 
Be I ill trif 

Wt hid teat he d lUtlin 
ibuui ijoi might before 
the coinnKnctnieiil of 
Olympus Wt icquestid 
tht Ctc mnn lunkty asso 
nation to give us ipratbtc 
nialtli the vtiy next div 
Wt hadtltarlv specified 
tint thi (ipponents should 
be in oidui uy side as our 
inte ntions wtie just to 
loosen uj) Ihi (rennans 
inste id plavtd thou full 
()lv mpic side It was rainmg 
nthcr ht ivilv that day 
(17th of July 1916) and we 
did not possess studd 
'.hot s '^s a rt suit all of us 
constantly kept slipping 
iiiubk lo get a firm tooth 
old on slipptiy terrain The 
Get mans were well equip 
pe d with studded boots and 
won the match 4 1 1 hat 
was the only loss wesuf 
It red on the tout 1 remem 


ber, how agitated our man 
Swami Jagg^th was 
He immediately called an 
urgent meeting that mgfit 
and shoe measurements of 
ail players were taken The 
next momuig, Swami with 
our skipper Dhyan Chand 
and secretary Pankaj Gupta 
in tow went to the Berlin 
sports market and purch 
ased two paurs of studded 
boots for every player We 
never looked tack after 
this 

Our first Olympic match 
against Hungary is really 
worth mentionmg Ihe 
Hungarians overawed 
probably by our reputaPon 
adopted extreme defense 
strategies from the word 
go All then eleven players 
refused to leave the 25 
yaidsreraon Nobody m 
cludmg theu forwards yen 
tureduut to tackle us 
I hey thought this was the 
best method to draw the 
match But our skipper 
Dhyan Chand had an ace 141 
his sleeve Heuistructed 
us to pi IV among it 
ourselves Wt <jid this for 
quite sometime Iht 
Hung mans were natuiaiiy 
cTnbirri-.st(l The massive 
ctowdhid >lso started 
It e 1 ing the m I he y fm illy 
beg in iioniial play and we 
111 mage d lo rt i ord ill) 
victory 

1 Ik Olympu finals be 
twe t n Ge rmaiiv and us 
w IS also memorable not 
only bee aust we won the 
gold me dll but also won 
very tomituingly (8 1 ) 

I ht first half scoie was 
one ml in our favour Ihe 
Germans with the 1 uhiei 
Adolf Hitler watching 
them played with 
tremendous energy and 
vigoui Wherever the baU 
went there the Germans 
t amc and inte rcepted it 

We could store only 
one goal because of this 
rather aggressive German 
stiatcgj Atthetacak 
Dhyan Chand told us not to 
worry as he was certain 
that the Germans would 
get exhausted m the 
second half That is what 
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1 he Germans 
’WePe so brt d that they 
hvtUy could keep up «ith 
l^van Chand s for lys into 
their defence He stored S 
goals including aha) 

I tnck 

Speakuig of DM an 
Chand Babu Nun il said 
“Nobodv in tius t» ntur\ 
aind even tilt next willbt 
able to tqu li Din m Chand 
Mhab s g-inie lit w is 
sunph potMv in motion 
ITiemonMiitht got t lit 
ball ht used to piss to i 
plavt r in i niort adv in 
tagtou position ill in<iil 
cated this p issinc 
t ombin It Ion g <n it iiit < ill of 
us His grt itnt -> list 
stemmed ii um iht f n t 
that lu iitvtr luiU us ktl 
that hi w IS thi ipt HI of 
tht ft iin mil tht woild 
fftatc t pi nil Ht ttt lit d 
iis'iki ti ithiis in ind itl 
tht pli iiigfitid H istd 
toeii our gi iifiiiinpli 
mtnl us If \\i (lid wioiu 
ht would IXpi 111 Jill fl wi 
in sill I ij.tntlt minnei 
thit VC liw nsgi t out 
our tw St t ) him 

Sonnsti ilwisliis 
stuk vvoik tin! pt ipk 
thougl t ht hid 11 lagntt 
attaihtdkhi slid Oni 
day IS v( wcu iilixiin 
on tht I mils < I ht 0 )\i i|i 
\ lifagt tht 7 mt ru in he«k 
cvtcam ippioidudhim 
and ask* d it Ills ti I hit' 
sonw Indi ii n igi A t iil 
mg Dhv in Lh in 1 gi t til 
his sinks U the \ lu 11 in 
indlit tool IliMi siiil- in 
return^ lluiuxld \\t 
fhrashtdlhc Anuti n " 

(I m our sf ond 01 mj ii 
fivtiiu 

lalkiiirt ih u Iht disii 
plint tilth sf di Ninil 
said \Vt wcTt 1 drcmi 1 \ 
distiplintti Sv uni ligi i 
nath ourtt in minigti 
hadgivtnin tiudimspio 
hibitou ditiil i IK iiid siiiok 
inginour quitUi tiidnt 
also had to ht in ht d b\ 
eight in tilt mglit VN< i(i 
lowed thest instrutturns 
vtan diligentlv Out Anglo 
fatdidn players sonit of 
were snmkcrs 



ntifhtr smokt d ii )i dunk 
It tht Olympic Nilligc (]uii 
t( r Wt vn le a vtr 
(Ic « knit tt un ind t \c 1 1 
It nt im II )(k 1 It pi t V lilt d 
(lui It un spint V IS ilw n*' 

1 kIi W 1, he 1 b idlv off 
i lot \o Jot udllit 
\tttnn hi hid i hie hill ol 
ti ugic whilt I w 1 in 
panin t h ht tu r itf \l<ti 
( ir I l nil from btiiin 1 
wi proi 01c d to tht supti 
visn JUS iltheiiitorv 


whllt JKKII JlK W IS gn 111 
\trv i-iwdt il While lot 
h dn * bttii to mIioo) it di 

I w j hi k\ t) H k isi 

L m pit tt nv Ath sf ind iid 

II sih K) I workc (1 it tilt 

♦ H toi til! tht igt ol htt incl 
I still di iw mv pension I 
hunK uj nn boots ni 
] ' 

C omun b itk on^t ag un 
to tht B rlintiip Nunil 
said flit Btilintiipvsn 
leallxgitjl so much o 



that DM inch end who 

II id alrt adv ] 1 \ t d in tht 
t irhcr Iw lOlvinpii at 
\msttidarn iiid lo 
\ngtks(mi>)sud IncV 
ti ( xpetttd lilt tc ur to Ik 
suilidsucitss I iniovti 
jovccHnif oultomt 
Soint spoit ma>^ i 7 im 
mitn vcirshitk wio c 
alKiut I >h\ an C hand lx ing 
Adolf Hitlci s guest No 
thing ot that sort hap 

JM nc d 

Infitt Ihttloscstwe 
( iPit toHukr Vi/is was. 
Wilt n llitkr s nght hand 

III in (jooIx 1 h id brt akfast 
wi h us t lilt Olympic vil 

I iLt And how t in 1 forget 
iht git It Ihktt losst 
Out ns W< could novt run 
iKint til It min ouidrun 
s< f 1 I Josst list d to mix 
with our hot kc v playei s 
md wc Ind a gr md lime 

t< gc Iht r 

Rti iiiu ting ibout the 
pa t Nimil aid Plivtng 
ioi tht Kli idki I niU d '•ide 
wt had mint hippy mo 
menls and sid momc nts 
My youngest brother 
Kish in Nimal who played 
in tht light m position was 
th ttd to It present tht 
c ountn m tht 14 M OKm 
uiis Flit tite wis Liutl to 
him IS ht It St tour tmge is 
in I bomb t vplosion it tht 
Nninunitiinlict >r\ Ihis 
imidcnt liiirt m< rnst in 
n VI ( 1 ut Kish 11 III s|)itc 
lliisnisti turn never 
m s d 1 inglt ho ktv 

itch IS I spt ttutor 1 

II ulv idn irt d lus pint 
llu-wi whit sptrtshid 
t iiigl t us 

I hi vv I the torv of 
*^w vetti in Olvmpiins 
wlo tout nut togt III) 

II it I t (1 in Pune 1 ht k ssoh 
lilt, in Ic iin tioiii the se 

nil n i ht w t tic the ups 
in cliwnsoiki viUia 
siiiik invouititt 
Wliein vt I the tw( poke of 
Dhv in (hint' Ihtirtvts 
V n bill (I with tt irs It 
ignitic flu Ltmuidtnc 
It em spin ndttsptiifcn- 
I yit it I ipt tin illufwhith 
w IS so iiueh I part of sptirt 

III tht okk n d ivs 
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|j| I l. I (n h t 

r 11 ii 'lit ti ! I M< M 

I il (I Ins I \\ I 

i. III! t ( 1 I) 1 V ind til 
t nit ( hii Hi lv> V 

in lint mud hiltiu iivs t 

Vllll>.( I \\t ll I lit 

1 U h I 1111,1 I 1 I I 11 w 
tiin 11 nil ( ( fi 1 t 
< lui It i imt tit hi nil 
itt k II (I ( nti I I k'l 
\M It ill i iLintii 111 (It 1 
•It ( lit < t 1 It 11(1 1 tlu. 

"1 itl Xiitri til iikI iIu 
V t St I II (.t I K nil lit 
s )iiii liiK II pit >•((] 
1 ti tiLinnn iiul Itihin 
t,i u 

Mu lit t<i(i I tnii-> 
pi ibit ni n h itirj ht t v 
olu it \4tntiiu pin i 
If I ui ipt I lu I iMt il 
unsttiwMiH i^ct sw ill 11 
lu ult rl jilt 1(111(1111). 
(lint iimi ind III UK V lit 
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!W’(i 1 m Ml 1, Ml'fillf* sill I' 

« Mil'll pliiV' \ i(l|nln. til) 
pin ■ li ill 1 r Ill' I 
I.lidllit'l 'i\i „I,IH i ,|I 

I '!ii\ ' . i,i n i'' ; i|.i c . 

' ' Cli't lb*'!! ,il; If, ! , 
'■liU'ss ;mc 111)'" i;;i|:,;ii.r 
M'lst '\l full ITU 
' ‘1 l.'il'll' ill'! VC l)cv 71 I), 171 ,|T), I 
I'lcti ill ;h( ji'Mit tissiiKi- 
■ •'(I l.'!,l-vs\ Wiisll !,;|,(K 

^ •'imj; piruci- itiifii ihc 
i'iii'i' !<ii 1, l<iitK,ii kiiMV, 

'l ll'l I'U' lilt k I IIIU'I lltli' 

: "I .iiu! Iiiiir ficini; iti.uJc tn 
" 'Itiiii. pInsK.tl cxciiisi's 
i<! . ".i"i'(iii J,iihi),i.' (i( 

Vsi.iii-, Atiii’.iiis .jikJ I'lhci 
Plinth Aiiutiv nils'1 hnt < 
liillKif' t;nl tiu'lll Id Sfi’ ' 
(c'lJb.fi! Ill- \\,]\ u.'i; ’ 

liui iiiicii.ii lit liicvcinuii’ 

I'iiftn'liMiiilnK. i’.iintdn ■ 

\v;i s 1:1 1 UI' (1 C I I (Ii'li, ! 
M'l HMtti un.s his sc'crf ai 
U( So v\ M . hi- lilliUT. ' 

Liiikii'i, he ivns niilc t(t i 

t MMIJCKIIIMII !i lii; ihf 1 lulls ; 

i'iik! th». Art'fi'liTif }• \. So, i 

the iiiiiii whose jf'/'ii wH- : 

Os\alfl(i Zulit'ldn (hi- lenm ' 
I’Oruh at rstiidiniiu-) si. , 
ifiucii nil ui’Kisiii 'iii'J i 

iihiiso kroii' 'hi AKi'.fiitiiU' ' 

nierJin, iiiid ('cutiirvmcri, , 
Uiliiifl'''s ''wimilf - \v,in- 
ci»-!,s" had won ihi’ Worl-i , 
c up' ; 

On llu. hold i)if ,f.',) Mill a- . 
dfiiin w,i.' his tr'inip', nrd Ji , 
Weis n sirtint'. iuiiiv tlvu 
while Ik iTiilfd in ‘SJ Ksp.i , 
nil uiiOcr Monutti. ' 

lit' .sliould iioLilish 111 Ihc 

liiliiido liriind fit looihal! in 1 
MunJiii) Sh at Mexuo (h< i 
'm lomdii'' Hill! 'piiuAual' 
br.-infl 

Murjcton,-, tin his part 
pifuod rh.i' Koriius niiinot 
lu' siijipii .•isfti fort-vor. His j 
wasicd twi, \(,>;irs at Haiso- ; 
Ion 1 niid Niipk-s will now be i 
lorijotU'ii. I 

Hut It IS now that Hilar i 
do's loal |iri iL'Icrn,- bepn. 1 
!o keep the world chatn- ; 
pi )i)s at the lop will be an j 
li.i'.'nniK uisk Hut stable | 
p ilimal ci>nditio!i!- and bet- i 
'el financial conditions will 
lessen riub hankiuplc'’ and i 
lessen lilt peieniiia! exodus i 
of .\rt 2 entine players goinn I 
abroad | 

Pulluv miihut} ! 
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.1 cii,'i<'h li.id lakfii tivi inudi i 
balU'iinp. <11 id !i the Indian | 
team had failed Id make itj 









TAJ_/^L INDIA INVITAT ION SNOOKER 

Cueing in a new era 

With ihe ^^\c) \()ungsicis—Geet Seihi and San|ay 
Sawant— laang oil in the final, the time may lust he right 
to sunnise that oiii challenge at the W'orld Amateur 
Sncxikei meet next >ear will lx: s|X'arheaded by the \outh. 
Pradeep Paul watched Sawant oveia)me Sethis challenge 
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Sawant flashes his success smile 


i I I tl > h 1 I 
ihi 1 Mill 
11 ( It itli till 

till ^iiu I 'll 


L ini ind In 
I th t h Id 

t II Ik i lid 

III 'ill I tn 


hi mush d 111 till sh In ol din 
mu hn 1 11 I Will i cl c 
in lit I St n 1 II I pi is n 
skilkd idh I iliii I 1 li Ic Wilson 

I II ( s khi Im 1 1 £ t II n (I H Vj ti 
i i' (ltd Sdhi Ml )l th< m hiu 
I audit Hith Ik Inst in tin iioild mil 
come out iKtonoii \iid Iht it si oi 


ill 1 i in * 1 11 d 1 
[ Hut 

Ilk 1 111 1 1 I in III It lu 
] 1 lid I £t k d (ltd 
“St thi 1 Miniiif, il I still)), ot 
flik rit win th it lu him l 
tk II tn sid t' thi St nil 
tirni t t>.i In thr othd 
d up sttond sttdtd Sin 

III Sill III III mit him him ti itik 

I II inn I link suit ot hi pli t in 
Ilk 11 ( tom 

II tht top SI Ills wdL luiiin.? it 
t isi tlu s ink i ould not lu siiddlxiut 
the test of tlif (ikists ill tlk h IV lilt 

HIS Mkhul htirdi who displived 
cliainpioiisliip miteinl n <nu dai it 

IV is the evtrfiiten Miind Sdiur that 
liMikd' tht thunpioii tht next day 

[ itii the comparatively lesser known 
names like Yusuf Mirza <md Manoi) 




Sr/t Rek)ki 


Kothan looked unbeatable on certain 
days but faikd to bve up to the 
promise in later matches Latrf Bux 
the Pakistani veteran also made his 
presence felt with a run of victones 
while his fellow cuuntryniaii Tanveer 
Dada just could not live up to the 
reputation that preceded him 

With even the experienced plajreis 
struggling foi form the rest of the 
newcomers like Kankan Shamsi Atul 
Agarwal and Yasm Merchant the 
junioi national champion seemed a 
little oveitome by the situabon and 
surrendered matches that ihej should 
never have lost After getting off to 
impressive starts against the seniors 
they floundeitd in theu" nervousness 
and succumbed 

Fhe rest of the plavers turned m 
vet> mcdicKit performances Sub 
hash Sood looked a vcr\ lacklustre 
player while Oinsh Parekh lost tour 
straight matche*- before ht pulled his 
game togcthei to upset Subhash 
Agarw il 1 h it win st erne d to giv e him 
the much needed dn\e and he le 
deemed some of his lost prestige by 
winning the rest of his iiialehes in the 
luund robin stage But that late effort 
wis not enough to get him into 
(ontention foi <i place in the last lout 

In till olhei group Bunnv Dalnua 
daa/led onlc to deceive as lif need 
iwn to tally It ids only to ena ip 
sittnig on his hiii as his opixinents 
I it arc d the tible Sved llahib the 
I mill Nadu veteian wa all serious 
ness duruig his nutthes (is opposed 
to the bre iks ui plav dunng the 
scmi finals and tlie tinals when he iiad 
Uie intiu hall full of spcttatois in 
splits with his iinpeisonatiin of (lie 
other playt IS) ind started oft well but 
could not *ust IU 1 the rnomt ntum as he 
Clint e toppers against ^usuf Mil/a 
Savur I tire in ind Si want to bow 
out ol the fray 1 uivcei Dadi who 
would look more it home on a tugbv 
field started off with a thriller ag iinst 
Mu-/a which ht won S 4 But then he 
went on to trash pathetically against 
Habib and Sawant before pulling up his 
soiks to beat even Midi it 1 Itrrtira 
to set up a clash with Ary ind Savur to 
decide who moves into the senu final 
stage 

hmally aflei seven days ol exhaus 
live snooker which saw the matches 
finislung way past dmneitime Geet 
bethi and Sanjav Sawant made cluat 
entries into the last four Latit Bux of 
Pakistan tied with Manoj Kothaii on 
points for second spot m Group A but 
the former went through on his wui 



l^ainth K jmiMr 


K did not matter that Gaet Sethi did not live up to everyone a 
expectations What mattered was that snooker did itseff proud 
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over Iht Utter ITk louith spot in tht 
setni final fine up was fiJJtd bv Ar\jntJ 
Savut ['UyuiR lanvter Dida in hi 
last match m Gioup H ivur kntw. 
that the umnii ot thiur nwiUi wis 
slotted for tht last tour «id pullid 
some of his vintipe lit-^t <ul t citt 
past Dada 

At this sto< of tht tiuinanitnt 
there wt re somt vtiv < b\i > is points 
thil camt (r itiuid Il« \outiKti 
players aii vtrv troni, on thin pot 
ting and tend ic u t thi t > inakt up 
foi pluin^ In la t fht v lu so idept 
It tht It mgl< s til It on« Mondcis what 
tht si md ird ot Indi in nookt r would 
hi if inh ihtv ouid polish up then 
lonir I on tlu me bill Ihi^ is even 
tnoit iii(,liiiKhli J vtiun you watth C 
j sni« o( thi \tttnns dome thtu'« 
j thing lilt t ist with which they g 
I rninotiitrt tlu whiU to i posiUoii 
from whtn thf iit>l shot is muth 
sinipli 1 show tli It pit ntv of thought 
1 g(H into then ippioath Aiioliui 
1 poult wliitli hits you in Iht fatt is iht 
p lilt nit which ihiunds in tht old 
hinds Somt thing tint is of \itil im 
[KirtiiKi ti iht gin I pititntt is i 
h illmaik of pi i\« i hi t Mu h it 1 1 11 
iiiia mil (ill! h Piiikli ihti sttm 
oriUnt t wilt Iti thill I r<. il md 
notcluiut then iimlikt tin otiui \ 
mituiilt tint I n with igt 
peth ip 

Iht stmilml iw SI mu \tiv 
txtiting pin 1 \ivintl Sniii ilnio t 
hi ought oil in up it o\t r tht li p sttd 
md 1 ltd Hus g ni llu it nd ttd i 
run for his nioiit v llu SttliiSnui 
stmilinil wi slit 11 (vtitinient is 
both pi ivt 1 lout ht d pt k loitn Si 'hi 
riitd oil to in t ul\ (i It id unlv o 
I find Savui lomiiiL, bnk it * ^ b\ 

I lit inng fht t ihk with i htt ik of i-* m 
' tlu fiuith li mu It w is St till mil 
1 ^ nil into tlu Ic id d (> i hut Si\ui 
t mu huk\it n mi will sonu pt si 
tiM sniHiktr so i\pK il of him ti 
tvin things out it 0 o In thi cliiiilmt 
I ti lint St till shtiwt (I th It h li n ■. 

possess 1 bn of gitiit niinship md 
I si iiitd to t iKt his tiiiit ibout dttiding 
I whii h ball to pl n I his t it tu obvnui 
1 I\ upsti Sntn s thvthm md ht Itlt 
I Sethi on 1o l«>w tut of tht t iniptti 
I ti m 

If tfie fust stun find w is i ntik 
mdiittk iltm llu stii nd sum find 
WI dm 1 st lilt if flucluiting toi 
flints Bu\ whoplais with 1 vtiy stiff 
I IVIt tint rtfusts to 111 Ins thin kiss 
1 tlu tui hid ■'iwint n ill sorts of 

tioiibk 1 ht rittled ff tin t i«lv 
ti lint s lit into a 1 I It ul Tlu 
niMliimi s<iw Siwant ippivmglum 


(It manfully to the job md it paid 
ifi he won the next thiet fr mu s to 
It VI1 at 4 4 Bux won the next Ir ime 
lo take tht lead again but thit was all 
then was for him Sawant thin came 
b ick into the matth with i vt ngt ini e 
as> he wrapptd up the niatih and sti 
up a final tiabh agiinsi Sethi 
At about tins stage tht tirganisus 
the Delhi Hilli irds and Snookti Asso 
ciation t imt mt with m inntmnte 
ment that hid most of the phvtrs 
grumbling ibout llu taidintss Iht 
DBSA hid rnmigtd to get sjumsus 
to eh mile! enough raotuy K lurt 
phvus mU lommg up with big 
break Ifut even tlu lurt ot Ks 


i0 t)Ol) touid not get any of them to 
piodutt the bleak of 147 lor that 
matte t evt n tlu sponsor s offer of Rs 
> 0(K) for mv bitak over KX) stayed 
lit 

Ihit It wis heaittnmg lo set the 
nunibti n hmneib tlisphytd at the 
mttt While there is no dearth of 
spo isors foi pints with nuas appeal 
siuokti md other sports have been 
struggling toi son e fonu of issistanee 
t( mile tiidsnnet In spite ofhivmg 
St mutli tiknt pribiblv Iht most 
world ill St It nt til it wt t in bos'"! of 
m mv sport nooku md billiardshave 
bttn given a \tiv i iw dt d so far 

Oui ch mipions have beenilamour 
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ni(.' toi tlt< ir Juc (Cl out 

(ssfHntioMs hj t btcii nvHtitu the 
tc-WUiK (i I lu\irii'(k)iii ou? iciuit'v 
pi (UK* but It IS i)n)\ now thil ui 
count! V h s woke n up to the i uisi of 
the snooker im! billiitd pitvet 
While t'nu IS iiuuh still t( be done 
[ It must tiso Iv Kcepuel hit the 
st indaid of snooki-t is wi\ lx le w the 
stindad of billiird tn the eountrv Jl 
iirtanilN ilics not spi.il much foi 
siuKiker when the billurds e \pont nts 
Tie able to deHtimitr snooWi meets 
Where the fiull lies it < irinot be 
pinpoutted Hut the fact Uiil bilhtrd'> 
playeis e an hold tht*ir own ainoiiff the 
snookoi txpe?ifs while the same can 


11 )t he s 11 1 f( 1 till sii iki r pli>ti 
dees le ivi one mill lie di finit feel 
hIk Ihil wt lie bi I ilh i hilliad 
I)l IV 111 ) ml ion 

tetniinx bul le th tinil t wi 
tnilv re fie ell ii ol I he \e a li the 
voutli With the I we ouime st pi i\e i 
in the ft n with the e se i ption e i \ isin 
Me 11 h int it w i in e m eiur ij in; sign 
losit thil lilt loiiiiliv s ehillenge in 
he tuenljii/( hi be e n ti ii Mie 
fioiii the old (.uiii' to 1 pai of ihle 
shouldei (jtit xtlii ind Siiijie 
Si cent have inaiiv nioie veai ihe ul 
of them and it the) eeinUnue to im 
proce with the tens Indii ee ild 
Ixiast ol a eomp'tte sti angle hold ou 


the mtei national aunt m an item 
level 

Sawant set the tempo t ii the tin 
bv running off two 10 plu bre if i 
the first frame itse If md follow mj, a at 
be wrapping up the seemid fi ant i \ 
clearmg the table with i bie a el >f 
rhat the bieak started with i fluki in 
the blue w is of no toiisequente I hen 
It wis Setlu* tuni Ciettaig in eal\ 
break he had Sawant looking loi twe 
siMHikeis on the pink b ill be lent sink 
mg the pink himself He followed this 
up with 1 string of steady stores on , 
dmojt eveiv cisit to the ftble in the ' 
fouith fi am to line Siwani hn | 
guislung a b I h Knowing tlut he hid 
no leal ihintt Siwint got in some 
potting pidtiiet as lie i It aied the table 
to dikiw st thi to keel 2 i 

Ihe next full limit weit trided i 
bv the pliveis with both jiliyeis I 
notehing up bu iks the btslofwlaih 
wi ilso the bit il ol lilt I Him I j 
ment tjtet Setlus Of m the "-tveiith | 
funit left on In Siwint it 1/ 1 , 

St flu nil oft the fianit b tnd up six j 
point'' short ol he th i in I luiaes 
(lOing into the sttond sis ion it j 
plav Sethi loutd S>vi lilt t< eomedt 
iht ninth fi ime tin the guen bill but ^ 
Saw ml uliluted b\ rnikinj Setlii do | 
likewise wall one. ud bill ti vo in the 
tenth He lollowtd up his superb pliy 
m Uve lOtfi frmie with in intelligent 
hie ik (if i 0 to h ive Setlii giving u| Ihe 
fniiii 111 in idt title )1 posilKin ti the 
puviou one llie 12 th h ii a hid 
Sethi still). glin( in the ( iilv sti) but I 
he 1 init biek witli i I ibk ek iririee 
horn yellow billle e\ iifiiie seoies I 

It t »i 

Iht lie xt fi mu w is S w int a in-, I 
I lust Hliymg mtulled noolei lie 
5 ktl hv 1 huj.t iiiigiiio' ) points to j 
^ Inve s, till givine. ui ilie elnse with ' 

* one u (I still n the t ihk (loiiig into i 
•he 1 Ilh Innit with St thi lighting to 
s( IV m the It tk imng Siw int se e ined 
pi igia d by i i st ol m i ve i he 
muff dupe 1 v she Is to li iil I '5 Hut 
he iniiHHdte pill In i iiiv logethii 
aid eoie iv luibk f" pnmf to Ir-al 
bv I solit 11V point fill 11 It w IS Sethi 
inl< Hie It 1 i i),im a he inTt the 
bt iwn md the blue hut Siwml man 
age el 1(1 sink i diffie ull pink aid i 
emipintiv Iv ca'^v bhek to emerge 
tlie waaiti 

It did not i utter tint Anind ivui 
lit] Mil hie I f t irtiia did not leatuu m 
the- hnil It did not even in ate t thit 
{>itl Seilu did not live up to tveiv 
on* stxiK tdtion Whet unite ted Was 
lhat siiooke i did il<>clf premd As pioud 
as Saajav Sawant 






Amazing bravery of a 
broken-hearted sportsman 

They put somebody else’s heart in his body—but a mere 
transplant can’t keep a Welshman off the rugby field 


lUftn pli\(r Mikt 
VI ird (Alt III \Mi ill hi irt mtii his 
fdvounti ^jiiit Jhi lut thit the 
ht lit iliillv kliiit, li s(inwbi)dy 
tlsi (liM ti t s( I in In hothi i him at all 
He rIuiIK I< sI his mil hi irt 2* 
V( 11*' dfi. VI h II 111 iiot thi* bail in his 
own hilf iriil tiiid Hi vtars foi i 
diamatii tn ii ilu Welsh Lup 
It w I I Iki< s ittort and his 
tiiiiutiiti ktiiw It Vit Mike still 
inns till milk if his bid\irv-i 
12 nilh ({(kill) s II ironi his mil to 
his w list 

li\t ninths dtn tin (lumhiiij. 
taikk 111 it 1 Hil I d liki l\ t toil tint Irv 
Miki w IS 1 u h <11 H III III Id Hi spit il 
in t in liridj,* sliii i f r hi irt li ins 


plant A nb bioktn as ht went for the 
Sion tiad punctured his lie lit leav 
iiiR him perilouslv dost to dtath 
loda> he is batk plaving amateur 
nigbv with inothet mans heart—and 
his te immatps teckon he s better than 
tver flu gutsv Wilshman is In mg 
proof dial louragr can overcome a 
brokeII heut He leicntiy swept 
the board as a runner at the British 
1 ransplant (lami s and now ht s tram 
mg hard for thi Win Id (lamts m I os 
Angeles this summei 

I don t se e whv having a new heart 
should stop me domg things 1 want to 
do he savs m his lyntal Welsh 
diawl So what if Ivt got someone 
e 1st s ht irt •’ Its mint now ind I ft el 


bt*tter than ever' 

lo Mike aged 29 a manager at 
lestos supermadeet m Bridgend 
rugby IS a wav of lilt Fven when he 
lay on the ground with his heart 
bleeding his first reattion was to 
ceiebnte the try with the lads He 
knew he was hurt but at that moment 
stormg was more important 

It was 1 cup game and I was 
determined no one was going to stop 
rnt he says I remember eatchmg 
the ball on the wmg and tunning as fast 
as 1 tould I hen the opposition s No 8 
caught me m the cliest 1 diied over 
foi the trv but bov did it hurt' 

It was just one of those thmgs - a 
tliante m a million It wasnt any 


Heart swap victim Mike Ward gives a good-aa-new thumbs up and proves he a In good heart Just two 
years ago he faced certain death after a rib punctured Me own heart while playing rugby 
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body’s (auh. 

“1 ipH to mv feet and was helped off 
the field.' he addb “But by the tune 1 
reached the changing rooms I passed 
out Everyone thought 1 was Urking 
about—an elabotate spoof to avoid 
buying my round at the bar ’ 

When he started being sick though 
his mates got womed Thev didnt 
know It then but he was only minutes 
from death One of the players went 
for an ambulance and, by complete 
chance, saw one commg down the 
road 

Within seconds Mike was raced to 
the local hospital in Neath the ainbu 
lancemcn keeping him abvc with 
mouth to mouth resuscitation and 
heart massage 

He says I was told all this later by 
a pal who w.is m the ambulance with 
me Appaicntlv they nearly lost me 
At tiu hospital doctois couldnt find 
my blcxid pressure and rushed me 
with I polite escort to Cardilf Gcner 
al Hospital where they had proper 
heart tacihties 

1 was taken straight into coronary 
care, although I still liad no idea how 
badly injured 1 was Fhcm I heard the 
d(x tor calling my farnilv and brothci to 
the hospital You don t call a biolher 
ftom London because of a bad roW 
He didn t even expes-t me to last the 
night 

Not lor the first time Mike prove d 
the dcKtois wnong He regained con 
scKiusncss but admits he was in so 
much pain he wanted to die They 
really thouidit I was tinished ht 
savs I had pipes and machinery 
coming m and out of me from all 
directions 

After a stnes o( exhaustive tests 
Mike s family were told there was 
little chance he would pull through 
WiUun an hour he had a stroke and 
suiftted bieathing failure when a clot 
formed in his lung The doctors were 
marvelling ai his stiength Only his 
fitness and will to live kept him abye 
Of couise 1 don t remember much 
of what was happening ’ he says 
But theie was this nurse who I really 
fancied I think she helped distract my 
attention F vervone knew I hked hei 
because whenecer she was on the 
ward she would spend more tune 
with me than anyone else 

Anyway, two days after the 
stroke, she came on duty and mv 
heart started to beat fester and festei 
At first the other lads on the ward said 
it was because of her But by the tune 
I had called her over it wasn t to give 



Busy Mike races through his 
paper work as he preparee for one 
of his four-times-e-week training 
sessions Next year hs will be 
competing in five events at the 
World Transplant games 


hei a kiss Mv he irt was on the verge 
ol packing up 

Once again Mike was plugged into 
life support and raced to the coronaly 
caie ward Now the angtograii he Ivid 
refused earlier was ptilotmcd without 
Ins consent 

Iht picxess whiih iclciscs an 
locbnc I ompound into the blood c asts 
a shadow on suspect arte lies ut be 
picked up by an Xiay photogriph 
I he results wen worse than the 
dcHtors fcated Iht heirt was so 
badly damaged his only cliiiicc of 
sumyal was a complete heart trans 
plant 

I didn t know what to think Mike 
confesses I was scared very 
scared I hadnt even thought of the 
piospect until then Flashuig through 
my mind wcie all those ttagic stones 
of heart transplants that failed 
By sheer dettrmination 1 hac* man 
agtd to bve with the I tart injury 
Now to be told th.it without a trans 
plant 1 would die hil me like a bomb 
shell I asked for a week to think about 
It 

the mattci was taken out ot Mike s 
hands Within two davs he was at 
Harcfield Hospital being Irtalei lor 
the (lots And at 10 ocimk that night 
renowned heart surgeon Magdi 
Yacoub c hecked him foi the operation 

All ht said was W» II do you want 
it^ aays Mike I hem he just stotxl 
tliere waiting lor a leply It was like 
sennething out of the movies I man 
aged to blurt out ‘Yes after whie h ht 
snuted said Gteat and waUced off 
He seemed so confident I actuaUv 
began to thmk it could work ' 

After another two days Mike was 
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told I heart had Ixtn ioi lui lot iiit | 
Ihiet liouis litei In i<>\ w is shit 
tcied The ht ait did not mate 1) itter 
all 

Ihioughout the disapjMjintmcnt lus 
family who wcie living tii it Hire 
field encouraged him nut to give up 
hope and two days latci then pt ivcis 
weic answered when another ptrlc e t 
ly rnatchuig heart became ivailabic 
But Mike ree alls the thought of a 
new hit was •'oon it placed by fear 1 
was absolutely teuihcd when they 
sLirted to get me ready ht says 
Ihi same c]uestion ktpt stickmg in 
my mind l^uuld f be coming back'' 

Nei matte r how h.ud 1 tiled I eouldn t 
think ,ibou( anything else 
When he* was pi ictd on the trolley, 
teach to be wheeled in pic med 
iKiwey c r he say s he knew he would 
bt coining back It w is as though 
someone was slunitin' it in mv ear 
Don t isk me how 1 knt w 1 lust knc'w 
I would be utuiniiig I lien 1 staited 
to flunk about rugbv igaiii At last 1 
might be able to gc t h u k on the fie Id 
and start sioring some more tries 
lor the first live cliys alter the 
transplant Mike wis kept in a stcnic 
ail bubiile to prevent infection 
alUiough by the second day he wa 
abtadv pcdelUng a couple of minutes 
on an cvencisc bike It was more to 
foigct the n he adds 1 used to 
jiedal loi a is L could so I would 
fall asleep wicii oicdness 

By the sixth diy ht was walking 
innind the waid and allowed to tike 
his hist ste ps outside I he suigeon 
Mdgdi Yacoiih was astonished It 
usually took up to thiee months to 
I each tills ttage vet Mike was -it oil 
ing lound the hospit.il grounds within 
seven days 

Ht says 1 was feeling fine It 
never ocelined to me Hut 1 had just 
had a heart transplant I wanted to go 
home and stirt playing rugby agatii I 
live lot the game and i fai is I was 
tonceriu'd there was no jkiuu in living 
if I couidii t play 

On the eighth div Mike wa moved 
to one ot II itefie Id ^ itcov* ry fiats ui 
Cambridge a mile hoin tile liospitil 
A* usual ht se 1 himaell a elulleiige— 
to walk there with Ins mothejr and 
fathe 1 

He mtiiaged it in an hour his 

K rents fuiding it harder tlian he did 
ick at the hospital blood tests 
showeM there m it no signs of Mike s 
bobv rejecting the ntw heart arxl he 
thought of going home TIk next 
day—the ninth—^lit told an amared 
Magdi Vacoub he felt well enough to 




I It i\t (Ik (vispit.il loi )i<i(id 
I I (ton I tlmik Ik toul'l h(lii\« lus 
tar> Mikt s,i\s Ht siidtit 'Mined 
to sit what I w js Iiki th< nixt ilav and 
(■iriiid on nitli his touiuls 

1 (tuin t (tiink 1 stood i ihaiut but 
till tollowing inoininK om ot tin 
iiutses I anil up and told im Mi 
^iioiib liad said t lonld >*0 

In 10 da\s i had auoniplislied 
wild most toinsplant iMliiitts t tkt 
hvi to SIX months to do I was out oi 
1 hospitti with 1 new heart 

thi Unit most petjple would lust 
havt iK'en It iviujt hospital Mikt was 
ihtadv back d woik \ month ittii 
tiut hi. was ,)li\uiK IcKdball toi Its 
I los live a sidi tiam 

llie suii't III Slid I wjs tit and I 
' 11 rtatnlv k It lit t noufsh hesavs So 
I 1 thouiKlit whx not'' I tiMik up iudnun 
I ton and ^i idaallv woikid up to mv 
til St KuiK ot rufd>V liin wliat a 
moment thd was* Laiinv up mv Ixiots 
and pulhiifTon im shut I tilt like a 
te'cnaKtr (tlavinn im tiist ^amt 


Unit v\ ■>11 •vcci'v tliii I would 
inuut no-.ell Jh< tiikk (hit hid 
(ju^ht me in ilu h* st w i fluki 
two fluki s III I iiUtimt lit hiphh 
unlike 1 \ 1 msl a l stuck in I think mv 
l( ini 11 iti s wt i( noit woiMtdthinJ 
w i 

Mikt soon pioNtd Ik wi hukm 
Ills siiirlt 111 III mil in olvid m two 
hiawls mt II puled dtiisions md 
ink suu In j.M\c Ixiui thin Ik ^,iit 
in lilt Itimet 

lohi hoot't [iiiviitliink ihout 
tht M nplint link s sonuoiit it 
iMiul 111* Ilu It n It ison whv 1 
liould 1 h sivs h dot sn I mikt tlu 
s|ii;hl( t ddltiiiui to mt 

Mis lonipititiM iiatuii though 
Wiiildti' 111 him miss iikim{ put in 
last u 11 Ihitish liansplint Ijimts 
in i diiihnieh Hi w is tht oiiK heait 
{Kilitnt tht 11 intl although it was still 
onlv fi months dtt r his suigitv hi 
won tht 100 metris sprint 110 
metit s hiiidlts thru swimming 
evtnts and the voUevbiU Not sutpn 


siij'K Ik will now be 11 jut scnlin}. | 
hut iin It the VVoilcl Jimsplint . 
(I lines in I IIS Xngc k s | 

It I 1 likstvit tint would ltdvi 
most nil 11 Rispnie Hi kttps fit bv 
ti imirijL tbicc limes i wtik tie tilth 
t lekk d two shoplitU IS It his lesios 
store aflei i 10(1 \ard (IhSni) t fuse 
md now pUins to git tin all dtai to 
plat ptofissioii il rught again 

Liki .ill li igut placers lit w is 
htJMlv insured md pnktd up f4() 000 
loi his iniurits Hut n tlso mt ini ht | 
w IS autoniatie ilh banid tioni pioles 
oionil lomptlitum in tutute 

I ve got a ItiUi horn tin 11 irtheid 
surgtons who si\ Im liUti tlian 
ivti ht idds Iheit > ibsoluttlj no 
11 ison whv 1 shouidn t plav Show mt 
I touch line and inve nn i rugbv bill 
and III >1011 .1 tiv igaiRst anvone' 

I feel as though I could run 
foitver 

Hows that for shici heart—no 
matter who it used tn belong to’ 

WBfci t f ft rd l omt F— i BWM i 




t- ‘ 






ZLr.^i: r:^. 














V’ ^/T-, ‘ • 



1 y5r»5t5»'' ‘ • '"' •" ^sw^y^’ 3 

!i sgc- K. . ->‘1'? ::''X' 1 




•>a ■f'r.-,' 

' i A*' '*‘V “* 




Marvis Frazier (right) failed to follow, In hie father Joe's (left) footsteps 

H™ ?“i“” & »»<,» C.ew,y,„ wa. 
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you have only pot to see him fight 
to know why. Mike Tyson has just 
turned twenty and his ambiUon is 'to 
become the youngest heavyweight 
champion in boxing history. He i.s far 
and away the most exciting heavy 
weight prospect in the world and has a 
record to prove it. In the past 16 
months since he turned pro. ho has 
won all 24 fij^ts, 22 of them inside the 
mstance. Many of his opponents could 
be. categorized in tlie ‘Classic Con of 
tlie Month Club.' but he has been 
putting them away with regularity 
His latest opponent however did not 


fall into the above category as he was 
Marvis Frazier, the son of the gieat 
Sinokin Joe. Marvis had a worthy 
record-16 wins including seven K. 0. 
and one loss to an m-fomi Larry 
Holmes (it took just one round). Hut 
Tyson does not worry about his opjM)- 
nents, records—the fight with Frazier 
lasted just 30 seconds and before the 
echoes of the first bell had died down. 
Marvis Frazier was slumpped in his 
corner, absolutely shattered by a 
spectacular Tyson punch. It w<in't be 
very long before we see the emerg¬ 
ence of the youngest heavyweight 
champion since Floyd Patterson, 


I^^CING BRAVE won the King 
^George VI and Queen EUzabeth at 

^it w” t’*’ ^ outstanding 

colt. We know him to be and gamed 
, some consolation for what has now 
Men proved, an unlucky second in the 

K r ?,• Patedderry. as 

- Oreville Starkey had an injured back 
B he emphatically ridiculed the theory 
V that he lacked the stamina to get a 
mile and a half in a true-run race. 'JTie 
' ^ ^ 29.4 sec was slower 

M than the last two runnings but faster 
— than the previous seven and in ground 
^ that was described as the softer side 
" of good. 

« 

1 *^ In the paddock there looked like 

only one wiimer—Dancing Brave, as 
he looked absolute rnag^'ent and 
totally relaxed whereas Shahrastani, 
though superbly fit, looked edgy and 
was beginning to sweat up. From the 
moment the stalls opened, the race 
was going to be a test of stamina as 
j Paul Cook on Boldden and Brian 
Proeter on Vouchsafe went hell for 
leather in front and after about lialf a 

"i r k y ^ lenghts clear 
j of Dihistan, Shardari, and Shahrastani 
(all three of the Aga Klian's). 

With two furlongs to go, the Aga 
Khan's trio were still in front with 
Shardan taking over from Dihistan and 
! .Shalmastani trying to throw down a 
I challenge, but Swinbuni had his whip 
. oui and there was nothing left in the 
. locker. Stave Cauthen on Shardan .set 
■ sail for home with Sliahrastani clearly 
I iH'alen. As Eddery switched Dancmg 
Ifrave off the rails jjast the fading 
l eloski and the supporters of tlie 
(juiiieas winner voiced their feelings 
m stereo. 

Dancing Brave s acceleration wa.s 
phenomenal and from being two 
lengths down, he was two lengths 
ahead in the matter of twenty strides 
Eddery moved the Brave over to the 
rails and like all clever horses, thought 
he had done enough. Bui Shardari was 
stdl kximing up on the outside. The 
whip was brought out and Dancing 

u' 'o *wld 

sn^dan bv three-quarters of a leneth 

Eh ‘enjfths awS. 

third, and Shahrastani another five 
lenghts were in fourth. Dancmg Brave 
will probably bid for the Arc De 
Inmphe m Pans on Octolier 5, but it 
wdl all deriend on the state of the turf 
which normaijy comes up soft, which 
would not suit Dancing Brave at all. 

JUkhaat/Mig, Canton 
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Playmaker s Foui-nation Athletics Meet 

‘AAFI, please may 
we have some more... 


D UKINfi (h( f nri riilion Plniiidk 
<!«■ (sp<)not<d) liitMnrftiondl 
Alhl(tii Mi«t It lilt Vhni slndium 
N(‘^^ (III \u>^s| I jiid b the 
PtesKlinl of III* ^nlatlUI Athletic 
Fedcntion of hidn 'AAH) Jiudecp 
Sinjjh Bun .mnounitd tlut in fututc* 

' dll s( k i lion tiwls would be in the tonn 
(if iiiti indtioridl ot national meets 
file »> welcome dianffe, for the tom 
petitivi IK ■■ s of a meet will not only Ix' 
d spur to the athlete s tr ving to qualih 
but dbo pioMdt coinpetime expcti 
cnit so (ss< ntidl to oui athit tc‘s boi 
too long Indian atliletiis lus floun 
dered due to the an it lironislii nolnxis 
of tamps of long duiation and lunning 
jumping and throwing agiuisl the 
tkxk or nieasunng tape instead of 
agduist human beings wliitli is the 
very essence ol all spent 
The nee*el ten more inteiii itioinl 
exposuit and e omix tituni was ainjils 
reve<iled in the twodiv intcinalional 
meet, sixm*-!!! t d b\ Bl is iiukei s 
Many of Indw s promising athletes 
seemed to fret/e dunng eompclitiem 
and did not ixTfuini up lo expeeti 
tiuns A notable example wa'^ in the 
mens discus thtow Piioi to this 
event, lormer national coach J S 
Saini told Spoifsivo/W we have 
many piomising youngstens m (he 
dibcus ihiow like young national e ham 
pKiii Kanwal Prevt Singh Manpt Singh 
and Sarjit Singli and at iea->t two 
should Ixdtei the Asiad qualityiiig 
mark of ’ll 14 metres Oui discus 
thiowers Iwvc' shown a lot of impiocc 
ment dunng their ttainiitg stint at 
GDK and hase tecordeej sexeial 
I throws of o\cM lb inc*tres 

Howevei, ix'tween the eonecptKiti 
and the ae I falls the shadow None til 
the ‘promiMiig discus thioweis qual 
dic'd fui the Asi id National champion 
at the age ol T-i Kanwal Piett Singh 
won thc' c'\enl huiiirig the discus to 
52 93 metres, well below his personal 
best The nerxes ot competition got 
the belter of couiig Kanwal Preet, son 
ot tormer Railways and iiatumal disc us 
thrower Baldec Singh Even the more 
expenencs^d Manjil Singh and Sand 


Singh tlirew a little over 52 metres 
and could not give off then best 
As more compC'Ution is the need of 
the hout for Indian athletics the 
pioneenng lole ol Plavtnakei in sixm 
soring the foui nation meet is laud 
able The beginning was humble 
I’oreign entiles weie lestiictcd to 5 
athletes to I'SSR, h atlilctes from 
Mauntiiis and just 2 athletes from 
Kcn\ 1 tlivi athletes wtie scheduled 
fiorii Kenya but confusion alxiut the 
timing ol then dep<utuie flight from 
Naiiohi ciciiiiiated the squad) 
Howc'vci llie cencept is worthy of 
('iniilation and can only further im 
prove Indun athletics 

Playmakers sponsoicd the four 
iMtiiin nitenidtional meet and the 
f>|ien ilhlc'tK c harnpicmship foi tupees 
j lakhs 1 or the mlermtiona) meet 
thc lx •'tu am Indii got the Play mak 
c'f- liojihv and thc 1(1 ilhlctes in the 
tc am sliai c cl a c ash iw it d of Ks 
10 000 1 he lu st man and best 

woiii 111 athlete got cash iwaicisof Rs 
I (K)0 each Soviet alhUles Sugieo 


Kulibaba who pole vaulted to a soaring 
5 50 metres and woman’s discus 
thrower Dmitneva Tnna got the incb- 
V dual awards Hie rest of the money, 
given by the sponsors was used for 
expenses There is no doubt that 
expenses are considerable but it is 
surprising that athletes got only 
rupees 12,000 of tlie 5 lakhs given as 
sponsor money Is thc* test of the 
money in the coffers of the AAH 
claiming numeious expenses'* 

S<«ne of India’s leading athletes 
were quite disgruntled at this nuserly 
treatment and lelt they deserved 
more Many established international 
athletes who preferred to remain 
annoiivmous stated that 'c ash pnres 
should have been awarded as inten 
lives to those who came first or those 
who set new national marks or 
achieved qualifying standards Keep 
ingthc sponsors money just to cover 
c'xpen'-e i is not the way to encourage 
athletes The AAH should do some 
ic thinking on this mat let Instead of 
taking umbrage thc AAI1 should 


Russian shot putters Dmitriova snd Lssovaya 


iliig*** 






think of means to reward the athletes 
suitably in hiture sponsored meets. 
After aU, at the conclusion of this 
meet, the aecretaty of the AAFI, Mr. 
V.K. Vcrma did announce that, “next 
year on September 12 and 13, the 
AAFI have taken the permissicHi of 
the international body to stage a big 
prize money (in dollars) athletic mert 
in which many foreign athletes will 
participate.” With the AAFI intet^ing 
to introduce sponsorship in a big way, 
it is time Indian athletes got a greater 
slice of the cake. Obtairu^ a certain 
amount of prize money will not upset 
the amateur status of the Indian 
athletes, for Mr. Verma himself 
admitted that, "a four figured sum 
could be given as diet money or travel 
allowance.” 

The Playmakers are relatively new 
to sl.^)nsorship of sport in India. The 
name does not reveal their identity. 
They are the sports promotion section 
of Gulliver Travels owned by Sundeep 
Dayal. Their inaugural venture into 
sport sponsorship was the Charles 
Cornelius benefit hockey match be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan earlier this 
year. Mr. Sundeep Dayal, a keen 
sports fan is looking for further prom¬ 
otional ventures in sport and does not 
want to remain confined to Delhi. 

Coming to the meet itself, the 
results revealed that in certain events 
like the iumps, sprints and hurdles (for 
men) India’s standards are very stag¬ 
nant. The decline in long jump is 
particularly sad. This was an event in 
which India had great tradition. T.C. 
Yohannan and Suresh Babu won gold 
medals in the long jump in the 1974 
and 1978 Asiads resjMctively. Yohan- 
nan's leap was an Asian record of 8.07 
metres. Now India's best is H.K. 
Patel of Orissa who managed only 
7.42 metres, as against the Asiad 
qualifying standards of 7.87 metres. 

Another event in which Indian 
athletes are making little headway are 
the sprints. For a year, N. Kami 
Reddy, the new sprint king of India, 
had shown great potential. However 
at Delhi, his lack of experience was 
revedmg. He lost both the 100 and 
200 metres to the crew-cut Mauritian, 
Daniel Kisnoiho with the Yul Bryner, 
kxdcs. Rami Reddy's timing in the 100 
metres was a modest 10.6 seconds 
and in the 200 metres 21.5 seconds, 
both below his best. 

In both the sprints his start was 
shaky. In contrast, the powerful 
Mauritian improved Im national mark 
in bodr the events. 

Since the hidycon of Gur* 



Suman Rawat: Juat mlaaad ttia 
qualifying mark 


bachan Singh Randhawa (fifth in the 
1964 Tokyo Olympics), India’s per¬ 
formance tn the 110 metres hurdles 
has been mediocre. The talented 
Sikh's national mark of 14.0 secs, (set 
in 1964) is still unbroken. Even Pra- 
veen Jolly, bronze medallist in this 
event in the 1982 Delhi Asiad, could 
not come near Gurbachan’s mark. 
Jolly is now out of action with an ankle 
injury and the winner of the 110 
metres hurdles at the four-nation 
meet, Benny John of the Services 
clock^ ji»t 14.5 secs, below the 
Asiad qualifying timing of 14.23 secs. 

As has been the trend in Indian 
Reties in the r&^ent years the 
women outshone the men. Oitly Bal- 
vinder Singh and Iqbal Sin^ (shot- 
^) both of whom iiualaftea for the 
Seotd S. Pitctudi fa) the 3,000 

J ■>'? - . . ' ■ 
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metres steeplechase and Budhwa ! 
Oraon in the 800 metres were the j 
male athletes from India to excel. 
Balwinder Singh's throw of 18.71 
metres ecUps^ the Asian mark of 
compatriot Bahadur Singh, who com¬ 
peted in spite of age and a streak of 
white in his flowing beard. Budhwa 
Oraon in a remarkable display of foont 
running won the 800 metres in a life's 
best of 1:49.9 but missed the Asiad 
qualifying mark by two seconds. The 
lanky Pitchiah was even mOre unlucky 
in the 3,000 metres steeplechase, 
missing the qualifyfaig mark by a foac- 
tion of a second as he clocked 8:48.3. 

The women were as expected out¬ 
standing. P.T. Usha, Indui’s athletic 
queen, was majestic in her one-sided 
victories in the 400 metres hurdles 
and 400 metres. In the former event 
she clocked 56 secs., her best timing 
since the Olympics. A sad feature in 
this event was the total eclipse of 
1982 Asian Games gold medallist 
M.D. Valsa'tnma who foiished a poor 
second with a timing of 60.2 secs, 
below the qualifying mark. Valsamma 
seems slightly over the liilL 

In the 400 metres P.T. Usha and 
Shiny Abraham clocked their best 
ever timing on Indian soil. Shiny, 
showing a lot of reserves and 
strength, made a late surge to qualify 
for the 800 metres. Suman Rawat has 
taken over the mantle of Geeta Zut- 
shi, as the long distance queen. She 
won both the gruelling 1,500 and 
3000 metres, making the qualifying 
mark in the former. In both races she 
displa}^ good stamina and tactics to 
outclass &)viet nval S. VaBentina. 

Amongst the foreign athletes on 
view the cynosure of all attention was 
the Kenyan Boniface Onwambo 
Marende who with bttle sleep the 
night before, ran effortlessly and with 
a relaxed arm action esQy won the 
5,000 metres and 3,()(M) metres stee¬ 
plechase. Soviet pole vaulter S. Kuli- 
baba vaulted to 5.50 metres, the ^st 
ever on Indian soil. The weD bmlt 
Dmitrieva Trina of USSR buried the 
discus to a record 61.42m. and won 
the shot put. Equally outstanding was 
the Soviet high jumper Sergei Zasimo- 
vitch who with his long, curving run¬ 
up and effortless fosbury flop style had 
the spectators clapping in admiration. 
Zasimovitch, once again exposed the 
limitations of N. Annavi ctaisidered 
the high jump hope two years ago. He 
has stagnated and could only leap 2.09 
metres below his personal best of 
2.12 metres. 


Turk View 
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N OBODV v*o saw the 
King George Viand 
Quern Elizabein Diamond 
Slakes at Ai>cot wilt daim 
that tt hved up to its biUing 
as the Kai e of the Ctn 
tury,’ but most of the 
32 000 crowd kft Ascot 
convinced that ui Darning 
Brave they had st< n tin 
horse of tht d< cade {r iin 
er Guv H irwood h id thus 
exacted sweet ttvengt on 
his Derh\ v inquislu r Sh ir 
ast ini who iKo i tn m this 
race but hruslH d i f ii iwav 
fourth Joikt V t'K mHc 
St irki \ w IS d( |)i u ((I of 
the ndc tlunks to injury 
I and It w js F it !• ddt ry who 
I dcputisi d lor hun and made 
no mistake to win bng 
j land s premier Weight for 
I iHf ricc 

In lad Pat Eddery who 
has ridden a fan share of 
c liampions m his tmu psid 
Dam mg Brave the ultimate 
coinphnient when he went 
on the record as saying tlwt 
DaiKutg Brave was the 
be St he had eve r ndde n and 
that included hoists like 
Grundy 11 Gran Senor 
Golden 1 leece and Pel) 
bk*s One watts to sec 
whelht I tlu. colt will live up 
tohisreputatKinhut 
whethei he will or not will 
tertainly not digress Imin 
his synchcated value is a 
stallion which stands at i 
mmd boggling lour teen mil 
hon pounds 'x is Bud out 
slrippe d the m all in the 
Sixties Nijinsky and the n 
Mill Reef ‘Uxid head and 
shoulders above tiie lestin 
theSeventK«i and now 
Dancing Brave must «'urt Iv 
be the‘horse oKIk 
eighties 

Since 11170 the Ve ir of 
Nijinsky no huise hiscap 
turtd the 2000 l>umeas and 
the King (Teorgt in the 
same season until Daneing 
Brave came along sixteen 
Vears late r It was piobabiv 
just ill fate that pie ve nted 
hon from winning the Der 
bv where he suflered wlwt 
will lenuui as one of his 
nwst cuntroveihial defeats 
t vt*r at the hands of Shai 
astara It washisuidvde 


A Brave show 
at Ascot 


f« at in 7 St irts and whether 
It w is just Iwd nding or the. 
flet that he did not like a 
k ft handed track with ups 
ind downs will always be 
talked about But on that 
last Saturday m July he 
Silenced his cntics once and 
tor all with a vie lory that 
would have warmed the 
hearts of one and all who 
saw him set about it 

By Lyptiard out of a 
mare named Navajo Pnn 
cess the pundits h id iiulial 
ly labelled Dincinp Btave 
as a top nuler with gi avt 
doubts IS to hio abilit y to 
gt t the mill and a halt 
Stdrtccv and tr imtr (juy 
Ifarwrxxi ilwavsmiin 
tamed lithe rw ise and this 
VK tory in the King (leoigt 
lus piovtd witlmut any 
doubt wh itsoi ver thit 
Dancing Bravi will gt t i 
tnpagnnst loptliss 
opposition I Its St ns iiion il 
spt < d and his supt rb t< m 
per lint nt mike s hun Iht 
chiniptonhe is indtlw 
champion thit III will it 
mam 

As for Shu ast tni Uit 
dual iJerbv wmiie r tluni^s 
did not go quite is the wiv 
tht V should havi light from 
tht Miri of his build up to 
the King (jtorgt Perhips 


the 90 degree temperature 
m which he had woti the 
Insh Derby was beginning 
to take Its toll He did not 
work as well as he ouf^t to 
have in his final gallop 
On the day of the race 
Itself Shdiastani whonur 
raally looked so placid m the 
pardade rmg was veiy 
much on top of lumsclf this 
turn and he had worked up 
quite a sweat too The fart 
that he looke d a tnfle on 
the light side did nothmg to 
promote his chant cs and he 
was extremely rt stive and 
edg\ at the start 
When the stalls opimed 
Paul Look astride Boldden 
a pat t make r fot the Die k 
Hem chalk ngcr Petoski 
look off like a scalded t jt 
hotly ehisedbv yet mothci 
p u t m iker Voiu hsife and 
together theV setablisltr 
iiiggallopwlviliwas 
puimplly Ignored by Iht 
rt si of tht runnel s Iluv 
followed iiinost UK) yaids 
iHhmdwithDilustiiitht 
p ice make i toi Sim istini 
md Shud I i ht idinj, vch it 
IcMikciUolit quite ii othci 
idct illopethcr sotir hid 
Iht twopKeuHktrsgone 
mtotheleid mdwtii 
M nsiblv bt ing ignoie d bv 
the otheis 


Eddery takes Dancing Brave to the front 



Eddery always had Shar- 
astani and Walter Swmbum 
well wjthm his sights 
his ordy moment of arooety 
came when the two front 
runners Boldden and 
Vouchsafe pad^ up like 
punctured tyres nearing 
the half mile ixile ITieui 
evitable tramc congestion 
led to Carson on Petoski 
ti^tenmg up Dancmg 
Brave on the rails but 
Eddery was alive to any 
such gamesmanship ba 
tnee he had Dancmg Brave 
clear of trouble aid back on 
thebndle 

Dihistaii led the field mto 
the sUraight soon beuig pas 
sed by bhardan his stable 
companion whilst thmgs 
were, begmnmg to look 
moie than |U't diflicult m 
the bhaiastani camp Wal 
tei Swinbum had pulled out 
all stops md the Derby 
wmnt r was not showing 
anv response whatsoever 
it was It this juncture that 
Ldde rv set Dane mg Bt ave 
alight I he < ftet t was in 
cicdiblt Dancing Biave 
went suigingpist Shardaii 
mjust ten strides With kX) 
me tic yettorunind 
1 ddc rv nt VC 1 u ally let hmi 
off tht bit Aquitkpttp 
tvcrhis honldciwilha j 
furl mg to 1 uii It ft his sup 
porlcis delinoiis with )ov 
.indniosl wtri lirtadv 
wot king out tht ir winnings 
Onit in front however 
Dantmg Brave felt that he 
liad done enough but lus 
burst of speed had left the 
opposition struggling in his 
wake Although Lauthen 
galvanised a second run out 
of Shardaii he was flatterd 
by the eventual thiee quar 
ter length verdict 
Dancing Brave s time of 
2nun 29 49see was a tiifle 
slower than either leenoso 
or Petoski wmners m 1984 
and 1985 but that was due 
to the fart that the ground 
was still dry mg andlud a 
bit of give The tune was 
still good enoufi^ to give his 
proud owner Khaled Abdul-* 
la the sum of £1 52,498 as 
the winners purse 


i mmK Rwmjp 


MADRAS 


Gallant Efforts 

I IKE their bretheren in so many 
L.other Indian sports, Indian cyc¬ 
lists, despite their gallant efforts, are 
way behind international standards 
and may be even Asian standards. 
T^, chiefly because of the twin evils 
tlut continue to plague Indian sport- 
sub-standard equipment and poor faci¬ 
lities. This was very evident during 
the National Junior Cycling Cham¬ 
pionships held at Ma^as. In spite of 
not enjoying the best of conditions, 
the top junior cyclists in the country, 
both trays and ^s, gave a heart 
wanning display with a lot of new 
marlcs being set. Perhaps all this was 
possible because there was an incen¬ 
tive. Selection to the A sian Games 
squad was the bait. 

The first and last day- of the meet 
were reserved fur road races but 
there was plenty of action, and some 
controversy, during the tlvee days of 
the track events held at the Southern 
Radlway Stadium. On the first day, 
two new marks were set in dcondi- 
tions, not wholly conducive to com¬ 
petitive cycling and this brought out in 
full measure the enterprise and effi¬ 
ciency of the youngsters. In the 16()0 
metres team time trial the Manipur 
under-16 girl’s squad docked two 
minutes, 51.46 secrands while coasting 
to victory. Delhi placed second and 
both teams eras^ the old mark of two 
minutes, 58.30 seconds set up by . 
Kerala in 1984. The boy’s (under—‘ 
18) went one better in the same 


event Andhra, Delhi and Rqjasthan 
Mshed in that order and all three 
teams bettered the old mark of two 
minutes, 29.2 seconds set up by 
Rigasthan. The winrung team's timing 
was a smart two minutes, 24.10 
seconds. 

Not to be outdone, the girls (under- 
18) emulated this feat the next day in 
the 2000 metres team pursuit event 
Kerala, Manipur and Delhi finished in 
that (Hder and all three teams bet¬ 
tered the old mark of three minutes, 
46.6 seconds set by Manipur. The 
new record of the Kenda quartet 
(three minutes, 18.46 seconds) was 
the best recorded on any surface, 
including the bank track, (curved track 
similar to a velodrome) in the country. 

Actually the impetus to go out and 
try for new records had been ^ven by 
Rajasthan on the opening day itself. In 
the first event of the meet, the 70 km 
road race (team trial), Rajasthan re¬ 
tained the title with a new mark of one 
hour, 51 minutes, 17.99 seconds. 

This bettered their own old mark of 
one hirar. 52 minutes. Karnataka 
were second and Andhra tiiird. 'That 
cyclists from the south rule the roost 
in tte Icmg distance events was con¬ 
firmed on the final day when both boys 
and girjs individual events were won 
by cyclists from the south. L.B. Mali, 
a 174 year-old field worker from the 
district of Bijapur in Karnataka won 
the gold in 80 kilometre event for boys 
clocking two hours. 21 nuntues and 
26.99 seconds. Delhi's star cyclist 
Trilochaii Singh finished second but 
among the top eight, there were three 
fi’om Karnataka, two from AP and one 
from Tamil Nadu. 
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In the gjrl's event, run ovei 2(1 Kin, 
Kerala’s Girija Kumari who pcrliTOi(.-d 
well in the track events, showed her 
all round capability by winning the 
longer event with a timing of 27 
minutes 15.65 seconds. Incidentally, 
both the winners were competing in 
the gruelling road races at the national 
level for the first time. 

When it was all over Delhi liad 
claimed the overall team championship 
followed by Kerala and Andhra. In the 
various categories Delhi came out on 
top in both the boys under-18 and 
under-16 events while Kerala won the 
girls under-18 team title and Manipur 
kumed the girls under-16 team title. 

With all tilie encouraging perform¬ 
ances and the many new records set 
up by the young hopefuls the meet 
was not without its seamy side. There 
was confusion and controversy involv¬ 
ing a few events leading to reversals 
of some decisions, which in turn led to 
protests. The low point of this aspect 
of the national was a row between the 
assistant Secretary of Uie Cycling 
Federation of India. Dharam Cband 
and the Chief Commissioner of the 
meetJ.D. Patel. Whatever the merits 
and demerits of the case, and the 
debate, it was one thing tliat the 
nationals could have done without. 

Over 150 cyclists from nine imils— 
Haryana, Delhi, Manipur. Rajasthan, 
Karrmtaka, Andhra. Bihar, Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu—participated in the meet. 
A notable absentee was Maharashtra 
who withdrew because the best 
juniors, including star Jasmin Arelhna, 
were in the preparatory camp foi the 
Asian Games. 

^rtiib n«mch0nc 


A group photograph of the Indian youth football taam that topped Qroup V in the Second Asian Youth Football 

Championships in Pakistan 













Whose to blame’ 

A m 1A SOOD finds her 
srif m fht midst of 4 
i ontrovf isv She has failed 
to find a place in the Indian 
squad ret omint nded by the 
Swimming ^ede^atlon of 
India (SH) for the Seoul 
Asian (>dnies f*rt‘s le 
ports said that she was 
droppr d in spit< of finishing 
ahead of those sekxted 
during Iht setond tnals af 
ttr finishing third in the 
first tiial 

Speaking on lx h<itt of the 
bll tht VKc pnsident Mr 
M S Shastn deraed these 
press reports Mr Shastn 
said that the individual tnals 
were held on the first day 
where Anita ckx ked I (M ^ 
to finish third behind Bula 
Chaudhury and Faliavi 
Shelty Lorraine Veigliest' 
tame fourth 


Ihe selectors deaded to 
hold another trial the next 
day but this tune for the 
4+I()0m free style relay 
squad The first four 
finishers fiom the previous 
day took part but clocked 
4 18 which was way be 
hmd the sixth place timmg 
of the Delhi Asud 
Mr Shastn made it rleai 
that no individual tunings 
were recorded during the 
relay tnals and expressed 
surpnse at the tunings that 
were reported ui the press 
placing Anita (1 02 8 ) 
ahead of Kuia (1 04 0) and 
PaUavi (1 OS 0) 

Putting It nght 

T HF winner of the 10 fb 
Olympic marathon—ex 
aill> SO years ago—went 
to Califonua last week from 
Korea lor a ceremony to 
put the record straight 
Changing the name on i 
plaque Keiti Sem of Japan 
to Kee Chung Sohn of 

Anita Sood: Not good enough? 


Korea 

In 193b Korea was under 
Japanese occupation Sohn 
was allowed to compete m 
the Berlin Games but was 
forced to do so imder the 
Japanese flag and with a 
Japanese name 

"I ran the race for mysel 
f yes and there was no 
pnde in that but no one 
who has not lost their coun 
try can understand how I 
felt then ” Sohn said 

An avid mountain clim 
ber, who still runs for re 
creation Sohn 74 said the 
ceremony was like being 
reborn 

Sohn said his angei oxer 
Japan's conquest of his 
homeland drove him to a 
personal best time of 29 
minutes and 19 seconds 

Burning Passion 

E ven superstar Inego 
Maradona might shy 
away from playing soccer in 
West Java where in one 
vdiage thev kick a burning 
coconut with bate fett 
The coconut is soaked m 
kerosene for two week', 
and the game plavc 1 at 
night usually m a dry iicc 
field shortly aftei student 
graduation 

Spectators pnnide hght 
with burning torchls 
TIk students foHow this 
tradition to show their 


W 



strength and immunity to 
tpiury 

Football IS also a donu- 
nent force m the central 
Javanese capital of Jogakar- 
ta where students at oik 
junior school are shown a 
yellow card, like offenders 
on a soccer field, if they 
amve late or do not fimsh 
their home woik 

Gay times 

G ay GAMES 11, a 
sports festival for 
homosexual athletes 
opened last weekend with a 
procession of nearly 3,^ 
compctitois from around 
the world and about 10,000 
spectators 

Athletes haxe come from 
37 LS Slates and lb foreign 
countnes including Eng 
land Prance Italy Japan 
Australia and New Zeal^d 
Ihe Games will r“maid 
the wor'd that gay people 
still liayfc much to cele 
bra*c said a spokesman 
Die (lant'. began in 1982 
undei the binnei of the 
(fiv Olympics The IJb 
Olvnipu ( ommittcc won a 
com I order haiimg the 
pionotcr irom using the 
woid Ohmpics 


Double tiouble ) 


E NfiLIsH football s ho,x 
of c quick re turn to 
Fuiopt in competition re 
ccivccl another massive 
blow last week when Ply 
mouth 'police arrested 25 
fans aftti yet another 
trouble 

Ihe fight broke out after 
a friendly match between 
Fhird Divisions Plymouth 
and Pirst Division's 
Chelsea Several hundred 
fans stopped cars and 
attacked police with bot 
ties 

English chibs have been 
banned from playing com 
petitive matches m Europe 
since the Brussels disaster. 
That ban was modified bst 
October to allow friendly 
matches to take place aul 
wtd bst week liietie had 
bMa ttawt no trodfale. 







Eating to keep fit 

W HOD beteve that 
the speed at which 
you eat can affect your 
body? But it's true. For 
those of us who have 
the habit of gulping 
down a meal, here's 
something more to 
chew on. 

There are several 
advantages to eating 
slower. One, you chew 
your food more thor- 
ou^y, promoting bet¬ 
ter d^stion. Two, you 
don't swallow air with 
your food, ff you we¬ 
ren't aware of it yet, 
swallowing air as you 
eat can cause stomach 
distention. This will 
leave you feeling fat .and 
obese even though you 
haven't eaten all that 
much. 



But there is definite 
proof that you eat less tf 
you eat 'slowly. When 
vou're eating, there's a 
lapse of a few minutes 
between the time 
you’ve had enough and 
when the hunger signals 
shut off. Obviously if 
you eat very quickly, 
you’re likely to consume 
more food than neces¬ 
sary to satisfy your hun¬ 
ger. In other words, 
you’re likely to overrun 
your appetite. 

If you don't believe all 
that is written above, 
why don't you try it out 
for yourself The result 
may be a slimmer, trim¬ 
mer you. 


FITNESS 


Science hotline 



Sweet-energy 


H ow many times 
have you reached 
into the refirigerator for 
a chilled soft drink after 
a hot workout? Whether 
it is a cola or just lemo¬ 
nade, that soft drink is 
not exactly the best 
thing for your body after 
you have spent that 
time toning up your 
body. Maybe the fects 
that you are ^ing to 
read below wffl make 
you think twice about 
doing so again. 

The sugar content in 
any of these soft drinks 
accounts for about 
calories of nutritionally 
bereft food energy. The 


second point is more 
fiightemiig; starved of 
water after a hot work¬ 
out. you need to replen¬ 
ish your body with some 
fluids and the sut^ con¬ 
tent in the soft drink 
inhibits that absorbtion 
of water by your sys¬ 
tem. The last point is 
that the sugar plays 
havoc with your blood 
sugar level, causing 
your body to release 
large amounts of insulin, 
resulting in a feeling of 
heavy fotigue. 

So if you are really 
hooked on your cold 
drink after working out, 
try a sugar-firee variety 
instead. 
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ttnnei Ske • parit or a 
iMidk AimI, It is kewQ-,. 

tto.yott are; 
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spo^fraui 



"Write that he's a real blockhead^ but I "The best part is, if I throw it at someone 
mean that in the nicest way!" and miss, it always returns to me'" 



PRIDE OF 
ALL FUNCTIONS 

RATH A 
BRAND 

Zafrani Patti 

No 13 20. 30. 64. 150. 200, 300. 450 

SUPERB TASTE 
& FLAVOUR 


THE PRODUCTS OF 
PRABHATZARDA 
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Padded Out 

GtXJghcs 

C KICKEI K> hoWmg its own on the 
continent 1 he Italian national 
team are presently involved m an 
eleven match tom of England 
Italian cricket teams ai e most mtn 
going bowled tianslates as eluTuna 
zione al mcket which is quite neat 
but Ibw IS e/uninazione pcrmiputta 
delldpaUa conlagambd dtlbathtort 
davantiaiuicket which is nut 
Wonder what an Italian scoresheet 
kiokb like'' 

Mind you it could be worse The it 
could be a German side going ovc i to 
England soon Anew iKiokbv hirtr 
Spiegl called IheJoj of Woids 
explains how the Geinians t xpitss 
cricket terminolog\ 

1 bew IS ?i/s St in weilde<> SthJjg 
niannt s Bcine con t nieni wurf getn// 
tennardtn Sill\mjdop the author 


suggests is best translated dummkoph 
m mitte^unku 

It would be interesting to ht ar a 
German or Italian bowler appeal to the 
umpire in then language 

Lofted 

High flying 

W HILE barmt d from cricket Ian 
Itotham took to fishing 
Now that his suspension is octi 
Botham will be spending more time on 
the cncket field than the n\ei bank In 
till past IK months he hooktd 21 
solmon—all of which got awav 

However bt be lit vt s he has set a 
rt cord in anotht r sphere bv gaming 
his helicopter pilots license horn 
scratch m a mere lb da\s He now 
plans to flv hmist if to niatihes 

I ht joke doing the rounds is he II 
still be high anvway 



Mother Moxon 

Blessed I oid 

A HKSI Test innings is a iHiUiiti i' 
execution isius igic ilmomtni 
too Mis ^drt j Moxon woiLtd liird 
to hide her nerves as sht umtd ii 
the (iiact (latcs and iiasuncd to Ik i 
seat to set hei son Mai tv pi iv his fii t 
Test for F nj^d (against Nc w A i 
Lind) 

It was her first visit to 1 ord s to set 
cnc ket though two yeais ago slve h id 
b( c n due to ni ike the journey when 
M irtvn was seltcU d lor the Lord s 
1 c St against tht Wc st Indies only to 
withdraw with i tib injuiv 

That jouniev would have been made 
with hti husb ind Deiek a grt at man 
ofcncktt in the Baishiv area and the 
mentor of voung Mai tvn -cvinwhen 
ilint ss 1 lusi d 1 k 1 ck to Jose his sight 
at the age of bO 

Mi s Moxon pi in itit d i onimentarv 
w ht n the V wc n to St t tht u son play 
toi Voikshiit 1 d s IV wlicie the ball 
wtiu 111 ill mothii Moxon and it 
I got tht ht Id iKisitions wrong lit 
would cotittl nit Hi touldlcllby the 
oundofthebat Andht ilvvijs 
w intcd to bi Im hind tht bi wki s arm 
Whdtvirht did lit didnt,hl 

Sadiv UtttkMoxinwt not to 
at hit vt his grt it w isli to S< i M ii 
tvnpliv torFngland Hi dud when his 
son was in Indi i if tiu st iit ol tin 
ld84 8S tour m which Martvn did not 
gain a 1 1 si i tp I hit h id to w nt lijl 
I ist month 

Whi IIM iitvn look gtoiind it I oid s 
agiinst H idllt i i iiiolion w is i uniung 
dit p in the Moxon f imilv H idilti 
didn I know whit he u i up igiuist 
I veil hi t innot gu u mii t to dismis i 
whole \uiksliiit hmilv 

Stoical 

Dtcldicci 

H AMl’SIl ADC kU M I C H Bm 
f ngland lust ctletu ittd one of the 
game ■>mod bi/ iiic i nti iimts Its 
mate h on August 4 1 onimt t nioratt el 
an i ni omitt i in w hii h H impstc 
batsman A I Stoddii' Idn to 
plav lb time Jar 1 iiidind stoii d 
t8'j ol his Milt slot 1 ifSiJ 
^s lor Sti le j ihi y siniplv did not 
bat It wa 1 a iiwti h whit h Harnpste ad 
claims went si«ni wiy tow irds tht 
new ruk permitting captains to dt 
clart an iiunngs 
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August The IFA gov¬ 
erning body decide to sus¬ 
pend Mohammedan Sporting 
from any competition in the coun¬ 
try till 31 December, "niis is m 
addition to asking them to reply 
to the charges bought against 
them. 

Meda McKenzie successfully 
completes her 28-miIe swim 
across Lake Erie when she steps 
onto tlic Canadian shore near 
Port Colbonie 'Ll hours after 
entering the water in Dunkirk, 
USA. 

Jolin McEnroe makes his return 
(o competitive tennis by downing 
Marko Oatoja of Yugoslavia 7-5, 
rt-3 in the first round of the 
$315,(HX) Volvo International 
7'oiimament at Stratton Moun¬ 
tain. 

7 August England reel 
punch-drunk :i.s Richard Had¬ 
lee runs amok with six wickets 
for 74 in the English first innings 
ol the second Test at Notting¬ 
ham. Ivngland end the day at 240 
(or nine when bad light curtails 
tlK‘ last 20 minutes of playing 
tune. 

Anatoly Karpov evens thmgs out 
in his revenge nutch against the 
world chess champion Gam Kas¬ 
parov as he wins the fifth game at 
London. After one win apiece and 


three draws, both players have 
2Va! points each. 

8 August The nemesis of 
Richard Hadlee cemtinues to 
haunt English cricket as he fol- 
tows up his sterling bowling per¬ 
formance in the first innings with 
an unbeaten 53 m the New Zea¬ 
land first innings. New Zealand, 
after getting England all out for 
256, are 211 for five at draw of 
stumps on the second day of the 
seco^ Test at Nottinj^i^. 

Kenaldo Nehemiah of the USA 
returns to the track after serving 
lus four-year ban for playing pro¬ 
fessional ftjotball with a win in the 
110 metres hurdles at an athletics 
meet in Italy. 

9 August John Bracewell 
110 takf«! New Zealand to 
413 in their first innings on the 
third day of the second Test at 
Nottingham. This gives New Zea¬ 
land a 157-run lead over England 
in the first innings. 

llie Stratton Mountam Volvo In¬ 
ternational tennis meet moves 
into the semi-final stages as Ivan 
Lendl beats Brad Gilbert of USA 
6-2.3-6, 6-2 to make the last four 
along with Boris Becker, John 
McEnroe and Jimmy Connors. 

August Ivan Lendl 
gets past Jimmy Connors 


in three sets to enter the final of 
the Stratton Mountain Volvo In- 
temadonal tennis meet while 
Boris Becker scraiK.s past John 
McEnroe in an exdtn^ semi-final 
match to meet Lendl in the final 

Australia draw their last match 
against New Zealand to emerge 
winners of a three-nation hockey 
meet at WellitvKton. 

August The Stratton 
Mountain Volvo Interna¬ 
tional tennis title goes to Ivan 
. Lendl as he hands Boris Becker a 
straight set dnibning in the final 

Ian Botham reminds the En^sh 
selectors of their folly as he slams 
^ 13 sixes on his way to compiling a 
quicksilver 175 n.o. in his county, 
^merset’s, match against 
Nothamptonshire. 

Inclement weather ftrustrates the 
New Zealanders as they are 
halted in the quest for victory in 
the second Test against En^and 
at Nottingham. 

August Richard Had¬ 
lee destroys England^with 
another four wickets inlhe 
second innings to get them all out 
for 230. Set to score 74 to win, 
the New Zealanders cruise home 
with eight wickets to spare and 
win the second Test at Not¬ 
tingham. 





‘Look Rw, one hand only'... As If It wasn’t tough snough with both hands! 
Phlilipe Petit performs his death-defying wire walking act on a wire euapended 
at the height of 250 feet and no safety net to bring attention to a fund-raiaing 
drive by the Stanford Boys’ Club in USA 





CROS^\fcKD 

Mudv 


Quiz 

nantnonon 



ACROSS 

1 Indian woman golfer may be 
mistaken for a Dilip Kumar patnotic 
film (7) 

4 On top of the world on 29 May 1953 
(6 1 ) 

B Television sports compere for a sea 
resort in India (4) 

9 f-orm of wrestling (4) 

10 Game set and’(5) 

11 Mascot for the 1982 Delhi Asiad (4) 

12 Woman table tennis player who has 
won the most national titles in India 
(4) 

13 Winner ot the British Grand Prix this 
year has a maternal start (7) 

15 Hat trickster of England who is not 
I a cricket player (7) 


DOWN 

1 Indian who swam the English 
Channel PalkStraRandthe 
Bosphorus Strait (3) 

2 A runless delivery IS a this ball (3) 

3 Woman lockey from Pune may be 
mistaker^for Kapil Dev {7) 

5 Japanese table tennis player of the 
Sixties begins with a circle (7) 

6 Russian goatkeepei by now 
legendary composes a greeting (6 

7 Wimbledon is formally known as the 
Alt England Lawn Tennis and this 
Club (7) 

13 and 

'*4 Goal scorer in the World Cup soccer 
final in 1974 stutters towards the 
end (6) 


QUESTIONS 

Fdtintheblanke 

1 Johann Cruyff played for two clubs 

in Europe——A|a* of Amsterdam 
and- 

2 In England FWA means- 

3 In 1963-became the 

youngest ever footballer to be 
appointed England captain 

4 —^—Moralon IS a famous French 
cyclist 

5 -IS the first British lawn tennis 

player to win a Wimbledon singles 
title after the second World War 

6 The real name of Bobby Moore 

IS -Moore 

7 In India s 24 1 victory against the 
USA in the 1932 Olympic hockey 
Dhyan Chand and Rup Singh be 
tween them scored—^—goals 

8 Babe Ruth was a famous- 

player oi die U S A 

9 Bradman s-in Sheffield Shield 

cncket is an Australian record 

10 Sheila-isatamousBntish 

aviator with about 100 records 


ANSWERS 

1 Barcelona 

2 Football Writers Association, 

3 Bobby Moore (He was 22 then) 

4 Daniel 

5 Angela Mortimer 

6 Robert Frederick 

7 18 

8 Baseball 

9 452no 
10 Scott 


QUESTIONS 

1 In which year was the AFC (Asian 
Foottwtl Confederation) inaugu 
rated? 

2 How many countries are members 
of the AFC’ 

3 WhoisTanSeriDatukHamzah’ 

4 One of die four vice presidents of 
the AFC IS an Indian Who is he’ 

4 WhatisUSFL? 

6 Where IS Bislett Stadium’ 

7 Who IS the first men to mn the mile 
under 3 50’ 

8 Who IS the first man to throw the 
lavelinforSOOft^ 

9 Whiph two famous athletes (female) 
of yesteryears have Natanovna as 
their middle names' 

10 A second world record in athletics 
was broken on the day on which 
Bob Beamon jumped 8 90 m and 
like Beamon s record It is still un 
broken What is it’ 



ANSWERS 

1 1954 

2 33 

3 First Vice President of the 
Olympic Council ol Asia and 
President of the Asian Football 
Confederation 

4 K Ziauddin 

5 United States Football League 

6 Oslo (Norway) 

7 John Walker (New Zealand) who 
ran the mile at 3 m 49 4 secs on 
August 12 1975 

8 Terje Pedersen (Norway; on 
September 2 1964 

9 1 he Press sisters Inna and 
TtHTiara 

10 43 86 secs for 400 m by Lee Evans 

AM * s ' 


Exeeilwit 16-15, Good 14-13, Pair 
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WII J.S I i ()()K ()F H\( ElXEN( E 


FOOTBALL 

The flow and character of the game depends on the skill 
and ingenuity of the playmakers. In this extract, the author 
K. Bhaskaran dwells on the abilities of some of the world’s 
foremost playmakers: Zico, Socrates, Ardiles, Platini....all 
men of genius. The book is published by Orient Longman 
Limited and priced at Rs 120 


M OKF versatile than Btcken 
haul 1 u h< I t evolutionised 
the* libfto s role was 
tjcrhardt Haitappi Fight 
times the Austiian Footballer of tht 
Vear imhiding seven times m a low 
from lO'Vl to 14bt) he pla^d for his 
(ountry in t\erv position except m 
goal and on the left wing He was 
happic si at nght half Hi was adept at 
giving the slip to his shadows and at 
ire'ating spans foi his teammates 
Ihesi and lus distribution of thi haS 
would have won him mure than nine 
t\ SIX caps had he not ri solved to caU 
It a d.n after he was bai racked when 
Austiu lost t) h to Crechoslovakia He 
those to concontiate on his highly 
piofitable practice as an architect 
Wlulc Hanappi at k‘ft back, con 
siderablv reduced the threat of Stan 
ley Matthews ui the diaw between a 
MIA XI and England at Wemblev in 
19'>f an equally famous Austrian, 
Knist Dewiik prompted the UFA 
att.uk from wing half Nicknamed 
Ckxkwork fm it was he who made 
the Austrians tick he could with a 
single touch tame the ball whatever 
tlu force or the height or from 
whichever directicm it came 
()(wtrk was more fortunate in his 
encu-onment than Danny Blanchflow 
CM llie outspoken Inshman was 
ahead of lus time and it was only 
nunager Hill Nicholson at lottenham 
Hotspur and Peter Doherty manager 
ut the Northern Ireland team m the 
1958 World Cup who showed appre 
ciation of BUnciiJlower’s perception m 
suing up situations and ^just^ tac 
tics during a match 


Blanchflowt‘r was one of the out 
standing wring halves in Swcultn I Us 
best however came in the next few 
years WiUi Dace Mackay to lend Ibi 
power and weight of his tackle the 
Spurs skgiper was free to join hands 
with John while and fashion the team 
which in 1%1 became the. first in tins 
century to achieve the double of the 



Gerson orchestrated the 
individually brilliant 
Brazilians into a fluent 
rollicking samba of 
victory 


F(x>tb.ill 1 eagui and FA Cup ciiam 
pionships Ik played in all the forty 
two League and secen Cup games 
I he leat lirgeU accounted for lus 
second Footballer ol the ccar award 
tile first being gained in 1958 He also 
ltd Spurs to victoiv in tlu l9bJ 
I urotuan Cup winners tup Forced 
bv injuiits to It tire soon after he 
turned to loumalism 

I he fii St I uri)|)t in 1 ootbalii i of the 
\cat (I9b2) from behind the Iron 
Cm tun 1 1 '.ef M isopusi neailvdid not 
make it tu tin N\oild t up in which he 
truwntd hiillnnt rtisphys with the 
ope imig goal 111 tht final L/ttlioslova 
kia wliosi u solute lighl w is given 
the he bv Bri/ils iniigui of vie tor j 
(11) had U It M isopnst s stvk based 
on the shot I p iss w is outckitcd and 
left him out But IS 1 substitute 
igaiiist Au-<tiii bcfoio the World Cup 
he flirted a it ippi iisal with a ma/y 
dnhblt lound six oi seven rivals and a 
suptib goal 

I he Dukla Fugue left half caught 
the eve with his dose control and 
dribbling and the opposition napping 
with a swift one two with a colleague 
Ik could also penetrate wnth the 
sudden long pass hit through the 
narrowest of gaps In all he stored 
ekven gcwls in sixtythree mtema 
tionals 

A flop of the 1966 World Cup 
Gerson de Oliveffa Nunes was a key 
man as Branl took permanent posses 
Sion ot the Jules Rimet Cup in 1970 
Young Clodoakk) lavaies de Santana 
and he mocked at Uruguay in the 
semi final and Italy in the final Uru 




gun l( ir*d Geisons dorninition of 
tin. niitlfitW nd tiitd tc cratip luni 
Cierson l(\trlv t<ok his hidon up 
(lit gat lin pith ukI uptntd up iirt s 
ot spuf lot dodo lido 1‘t.ihips dt 
t(I td bv fJtisou subdiKd p«rfottn 
met m the stini iinal It ilv weu I uc in 
marking him in thf Imi! Gtrsonlcthis 
nvals pit thtnisiNi s till the mtervil 
Ihtn in tilt bttond hiH Ocrbori rotk 
(dthtiniiiu disilluMoimu nt ind the 
It ill ins wtu tiKi baffled to tnikc 
adtustnii nts 

(it 1 sun tiuhesti ited the individual 
K bnlhint Bra iluns into i fluent 
luUtekinii. sambi of vutnn It was i 
roll he h id fulfilltd for But ifogo who 
signed him from Ilaniengo to tt\nt 
iheir foitunes With Jiir/inho Rildo 
md Kobe 1 to (itrson guided Botafogo 
to Uit Rio kagut title m 1967 and 
1%8 bef ire being urpti-angly sold to 
Sao Paulo be i luse he was thought to 
be past his fitak 

Noted foi the preeision of his 40 to 
50 >aid passes to either wing WuH 
gang Overath learnt much faoni 19M 
World Cup left winger Hans Sihiefer 
at 1st hC Kt^ Old box Herberger 
eapped him i day before his twentieth 
bi^day Less uwin thiee yeais I ite r 
m Engird he emerged as one of the 
stars of the World Cup Besides the 
control of the pate and the duet tion of 


To watch him(Ardiles) 
ploy IS Q lesson of how 
to moke the best use of 
open spaces and to 
understand the 
importance of passing 
and then running behind 
the ploy 


pla\ his elegant dribbling and leJeasing 
of the ball U the most opportune 
moment made lum a schemer of the 
highest ilasb He was a mainstay of 
Wtst Germiny four vears later in 
1%2 in Mtxieo and scored the only 
goal against Uiuguav in the raatih foi 
the iturd place 

A hernia operation sidelined bun for 
the 1972 European Nations Cup 
which West Germany won handsome 
ly Hib comeback then was cut short 
by iniury But he fought his back 
into the team that tnun^hed m tlie 
1974 World Cup A fitting leward for 
the modest unassuming spoilsman 
who kicked the ba I away from near 
the Offenbach Kickers goal in a vital 
League tie because an opponent was 


wntlung on the ground and needed 
unmediate attention 

rhough Mano Ki rapes was voted 
the player of the 1978 Woild Cup the 
irchitcct of Argentina s success was 
Osvaldo Ardilcs A quiliiud lawyei 
like his fathu lit wis the best 
midfielder in the tournament Mana 
ger Menotti never tired of singing lus 
praises m particular pointing out this 
busybees avtiagt of around hundred 
bill contacts a miUh and the tiknt 
conception and bird work behind Hit 
moK s he initi ited low iti h him play 
IS a Itsson of how to makt the best 
use of open spices and t< undeist md 
the importance of pissing and then 
running behuid the play 
With Maradona and Arclilt s Aigen 
tma were expected to uquil thtm 
selves with ertdit foui vtart. latti m 
Spam But the (ormtr was unable to I 
justify the tag of the worlds bist 
playei and Argentina consequently 
suffered Still mim thought the I Ik A 
World Cup would remain in South 
Aminea tliankc to Brazil coming up 
with a team as exeitmg is that of 
1958 rius optimism was based on the 
nadfield of world class men in So 
crates kal ao and tiito 
The yuugest of the three Socrates 
Biasdeiro Sampaio de Sousa Ferreira 
Oleveira is the least demonstratn e 



It Inif i(-.O iikIv when th< t onn 
Dll in Pit idtnt advised him to dis 
)il V I nil t motion illt r a kO'II tht lad 
vvlui lii'l }'ot ills til I [>aii o( In > its at 
111 11 <1 oi t nttil to do SI il lit would 
Ik piiil Ihkuis' lilt Santana noli d 
I It will lu|t (|uilili(‘' intI Kivt. him 
Dk i| I nil iiin hind tor itu 1981 

I itic v' lid i mt HI Miuiu\itlt o /ko 
wh VI I* tluoiifh iiiiurv litmnris 

II till III I 111 unit with Santana 


His (Falcao) exceptional 
skill and remarkable 
football brain wogld 
have made him stand 
out even in the fifties 
when Italian football 
was at Its best 


Cup in Spam he wat> transferred to AS 
Roma and he lifted the club to second 
plate in his first season and to third 
plate tht next belore makuig them 
Italian champions in and Euro 
ptan Champions Cup lunners up on 
penaltiis m 1984 

haltaos long turlmg passes that 
tantalised and beat rival aefentes and 
dropped in the path of a colleague was 
the most tffeclivt weapon of the 
linkmaii who madt a success of coal 
Nils Liedholms ront defence a ro\ 

(entrehall of old to beat down the 

f tennatio system Ihs eveptional 
ill and ttinaikablt tiKitball brain 
id tht captain ol tlit 19 id Swedish 
team would havt madt hun stand out 
tven in the fifties when lulian football 
Was at Its best 

I 

A ISIKIAN f rnst Itapixl niiKittd | 
tht idtaolaOvt man miilfit Id as I 
a swteptr aiul four dtti ndiis wnt an 
unnitssaiv lu\ui\ to lontani two 
sinktrs No ttaiii siibslaiilHtt d this 
Ik-Uii than I lantt whin winning the > 
1981 Luiopian Nationi Cup Bill 
wmner 1 uis htinindt/ It in ligani 
Aldiii (iiiesst MithtI Plitini md Btr ' 
Hard (itngliiiii niidt tot an illtitivc 
iHt mtl toi tluid pill in miilfii Id with | 
swttptr Maxinit Bossis jiioviding i 
It IS lining sill tv igmisi i mv il bur 
‘-tiiig thiough 


hv I ii| Il 1 L hi 11 1 hill ss to piIV 
iiidti till In II lid iihIii olMiduutt 
Kill I I III III till woilrl '>i\ lop 
pi I I 111 19 9 i)\ toriiit! Bti/ihtn 
rtiiiuiii I III Slid mil I tin long 
Il 111! (1 s )(t ill s iii4i <t (| Inn, hath to 
It il tudv Dll hi ol Du tiildhcftJit 
t< lu tint ho lit 

L I'll I 111 \ll 11 \llllllltS 

t 11 111 I I V iili I h ill lit I ig 
1 I I I l\i ill Imtiio Ol 
1 I I tiiiiiitioii ind iht 
I V II p It lilt V niiui t of 
iiil'mt 1 1 Du I thin >1 
I I 111 \iu III ind N iiiiio vvt M 
Il I ) V I 1 I I I I I lu 1 III III 111 I 

1 II Jill t| Il uu lint ot \iuiiu 1 

1 I u I V v'li h his sisli I uillt d 
111 'i I II II III*- 1 I u s liighiv 

Il ,){i I V Mil ill 1 II till II V skill'¬ 
ll it II I III '■ III phv -.uttu if 

l' I It il I I I III ( u. vmitli 

' I I I I 111 lull (I H toi 

' I I li ihit I VI Its >11 I aim 

D I D i ii'h ) iik to till III a 

\v II I hiiiiig won llu 19 t 
I |it It hip tht lilt (III (Il 

I I I III iikKisuiii m tlu Wot Id 


( up s(|u ii| But hi II 1 11 1 w ul loi twi 
1 lore vt It ioi III I 10 lu toitd Du 
wiiiiitr in lint rniuii igiin t I lugiiiv 
WiDi I hit kiik Dill w is to l>ei( lu 
Ills spitidilv 

But llu man diilhii’ a the Whilt 
l'( It much to Ills (Il likt did mil i onu 
liood Ul Mill mall Ik ttiough it must 
hi s<iid fliii t II Iv II Dll l*'/8 \\oi!(J 
C u]i igaiiist Pohnd lu \v is tiiouslv 
hint 111 lost toim iliii M tlu pitssnn 
ot liui III iiiv u mu till 1 lull md 
louiitiv inlouulu I nut till lb j/i 
Inn htilt latioii hun' lostvtiiiv otii 
itil guilt s lu l|U(l/ii hail to Ills lust 
Ul Du 198’ ^oilil t HI ( .pi'iiallv in 
tlu mitdi Ihil Bi i/il lo t In ill tin 
pioii il il\ 

I ill los omis ion liom tlu !9~s 
Woilil ( up vv IS iniomprt lit n ihit 1 oi 
*1 w IS Dun Dk hi i/ihin looihillti 
t It tlu s((ond vt It itmniiig ind had 
ilso sUtitd Inti irutuiiuil lo tlu Kio 
<«i indt do Sul ilnmptonshi for tight 
Vt n III I low to 19/lit ind llit 

hi i/iiian (Il un|iii)iiship in 197S ind 
197li Iwi veais hi ion tht World 


1 1 mi i s I iidfii Id w IS j (ti d is Du 
lUKt lust to 'hit III Bi I'llim III Dll 
\V(ild (.up III Spun tli uch I’htiiii 
w IS not It Ills lust in o It 111 Du 
t irlv gluts hut Mill) fiiitsst 
whosi supiili I diihilion icim I lli 1 
liittl III I M m tlu ih < 111 I ot mini I d 
I’htiiii SCI urtd Ills phi i m tht ti am 
St Mil Mil lilt I his (It but nivti ' 
tal'iiid 1 nthusiastK mdaivvivson 
iimd to tidivt tilt bill tiom hud 
pit sdlttmimni tlu hoidi m\ t ii ^ 
w IS Dk huh ol tht it im with Ins . 
it is(.kss mohilitv md disliihution I 

lilt ont club mm who turntd down | 
ofttis tiom italv md Spun ittt t Dit 
Woild Lup IS aiioiding lo ininagtt ' 
Hidalgo I littli nun who is aiwavs . 
mtkmg Du ganit higgti and bet let > 

I nliki molt tYixtitiutd and inort 
It now id plavtrs tlu sniillmidt 
(iigi is lit 1 st tiled bv his ti imniitcs I 
lit Is no prtssurt befor* a .nalih 
Mavbt lu trust tht glart ot tlx spot 
light IS not on him Neither is it on 
Boidt iu\ tolleague |t >n ligana I he 
midlitldd from Mali with tht deiep j 
tiM bodv swtivt <ind tint balanti 
ott<n set up Platini md otlurs foi j 
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cracks at goal, as in the European i 
Oiampionsiidp semi-final against I'oi- i 
tugal and the final against Spain for i 
crucial goals. 

Splendid though Giresse, Tigana i 
' and Genghmi, who usually substitutes i 
for one of them, are. Ifiev could only • 
play second fiddle to Micliel PlaUm ' 
Some had held that E'rance perlorm i 
better in the absence of their skipper, i 
But every time Platini returns to the I 
side, he makes them eat their words. I 
As against Northern Ireland in llic ■ 
second stage when he was irresistible ! 
and against West Germany in the 
1 semi-final of fhe 1982 World Cup 
when he gave the lie to the opinion 
that he flops in matches of consequ¬ 
ence. 

From the time he asked roommate 
and skipper Henri Michel to step aside 
j and curled the free kick from the top 
of the penalty area past Czech goal¬ 
keeper Viktor on his debut in 1976, 
Platini has been the mainspring of 
France. And by tin* time he held aloft 
tlu* European Nations Cup. Platini had 
become the highest scorer for liis 
TOuntry. Two hat-tneks and nine goals 
in the tournament t«xik hi tally to 
thirty-five goals, five more than that of 
just Fontaine, whose thirteen in the 
1958 World Cup remains a record. 

With Juvenlus, the Frenchman of 
Italian ancestry, who had a leg and an 
ankle broken early in his career, has 
known little a part from success; the 
Italian Cup, the Italian League title, 
the European Cup-winners' Cup, the 
European Champions Cup-winners’ 
the European Champions Cup. World 
Club Cup, to|) imirksman in Ilalv, the 
European Footballer of 1984 and 
198.'>, the World FtKitbaUer of 198,5. 

Bui making goals for others is as vital 
a part of the replay of this inventive 
nudfielder who luis won caps at Uh* 
youth, under-21 and Olympic level 
tiKi. Helenio Herrera believes Platini 
has the all-encompassirig skills to take 
command of a match like a Cryuff or a 
Pele 

Platiiu liimsell has said: ‘1 see fast 
and 1 see accurately. I analyse the 
whole situation. I have the chanci- 
most often of ehiKising the right solu¬ 
tion and having the skill to apply it.’ 

And finally Hidalgo, who is ci edited 
with the emergence of Fjaiice as an 
elite siKcer powei: ‘When you have a 
Platini in your side, everything seems 
simpler. With him 1 benmie a specta¬ 
tor and he makes me live nutgical' 
moments. He seems to plav with 
remote control. Even his fi'et are 
intelligent.' 
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U nfortunately 

the oft rtferred to 
Hdodhook for Amattur 
Photographers does not 
fuve a chapter on etiqm t 
*iL IMenty of wordagi on 
exposure filins|iC(d lifht 
mg conditions flash photi 
graphv shutter lire tn 
pods and iviii such in 
tereslm#« sciIkhs is nudi 
photogi ip!i\ Hut IS I was 
telliiii? \ >u IK thing on t ti 
quitti 

So whif d I \ou say to 
I thi guv wh< has just drop 
pid vour tiustv Nikon on 
thi hird lonuitt ol an 
Anistirdirn pivement’ 

I til first thing that flashes 
I tfiro igh vour mind ib ahsu 
iutciv unprintable especial 
Iv sinic you tan we that 
vinous parts of your 
favounU canifri are now 
scattered in i three foot 
tadius around the point of 
unpac t So V ou t ike a dt i p 
breath i ount to ten and tell 
him not to worry 

A u|K>itti on assiMi 
nu nt Is ilmo t aiw ns 
Kcomp mil d bv photo 
gi ipht I Nikhil Hhit 
ticliviiyt who Ins Ik in 
around lon^ tiiougli ii ict 
IS touT guidi idvisi t 
pliyii ii list II offiici ind 
gi m I tl godt ithi 1 Hut it i 
not unusual tot our st ift« rs 
to 1 irr> their own i inii r is 
as will Sonu ol ihtni ait 
tairlv piofiiicnt i loupk 
in still indigmiiit when 
thill illotts with Instaina 
tiis ill ihi siibteit ot ndi 
(uk 

Aiidv 0 Hiun who w is 
itiii iiiistakiii toi m Au 
stnlian photogi iplw r wis 
higlilv imused win n hi le 
I I it( 0 tile ini id« nl to us llts 
giHKl hurnoui t v ipoiatid 
iristinth when the lest ot 
i till si lit pointi d out with 
I no gu it tut that ht 
nuthii tisimbkd in Au 
stuliin noi did lit hiii 
invtluiiK in I immon with i 
(ihotogi iphi r 
(hi thi Mice it a tin 
wetkioui i m I utopi list 
siitmnei In spmt sivinl 
luiurs in Ilk rinit with 
till listitthe S/KiIfsHorW 



staff distubsmg the merits 
of vanous cameras Ifavmg 
discarded the idea of buying 
a Nikon Olympus Yasluca 
or Canon h< deudtd tliat 
his limited abilits would hi 
better suited to a Hot Shot 
Ht bought ont gave it to 
his mothtr tor her birth 
day- and then promptly 
borrowt d it to t ikt abro id 
Ihrtt days btfoit ht 
taught the All India fliglil to 
fiankturl ht r in into the 
office ]>erspuing and in ob 
vious ptiiii Wlut was the 
piobkm wt askid him'' 
llustirid to Iht point of 
stimmtrmg ht explained 
tint he winted to takt i 
(o/oui (anieri on his Inp 
Aftir wi hid reiovtrtd 
from the gilts of luightti 
Ihil iiuptid m thi room 
wt told tht iiUitpid 
tr n t lit I th It ph it 
gt iplis wtrt dtttiniinid 
bv the niture of tlit film 
ind m I tht i mit 11 
In (> Hilt IIS dektut it 
must bt sod tint his 
Hide mil qu ililK itions hi 
topiK-d his univirsitv whit 
ht griduattd in Histon 
di not mitcii Ins tiihim il 
tiknt It niu->t ilsi Ih 
idded tint his photi gi iph 
tiktn ui I uiopi Witt ( i I 
laiilv lugh stand lid bit his 


photog'aphic ability has 
been tiht subject of much 
humour unong those who 
work hirt 

Hut in all fairness I 
must add that his photogra 
phy has come such a long 
way thil we evm earned 
ont of his pietiues last 
month Having mtt rvit wed 
Mushtaq Ah in Indort he 
used diilaphone ind 
lanitn with equil pro 
fit It my ind when the stor 
Its went to jness the 
photogr iph oil tht opemng 
pagt bolt the unmistakable 
stamp of I ni in who knows 
t vtrvttuiig Ihtte is to know 
ibout ( uneris 

Much of his knowledgt 
his bttn fit ined from his 
h tend and mtntot Subhash 
San ir Iht Iittei s fithti 
WIS III 111 omjilished 
jihof giaphei ind dtspiti 
issiitioii bv the ptiMil 
Subhish till! ht his inhn 
lUd his tithii s 111 hi hi 
not lutn ibk ti loiiMiiit 
iis t ntn 1 1 1 liat his pii 1 ui t s 
will bt sn pptd uj) bv fht 
i dit irs of 1 imt I iff" Pub 
licitions A (iuple of ius 
shots hivt bitn used in 
this m iga/ini ont of tht m 
III inloui but to ditt not 
ont tf us Ins acluallv seen 
him litiidie 1 t imtra 


In his defence It must be added that his photographs 
taken In Europe were of a fairly high standard 

'"I 



Mudar Patherya, no 
slouch with a typewriter is 
by flir the most accom 
pushed cameraman among 
us Of his numerous photo 
graphs pubhshed on our 
pages the most memor 
able were those taken on 
his 1982 tour of Pakistan 
Zaheer Abbas runrung m at 
Rawalpindi after his 9^ 
flrsl class century was not 
swift enouf^ to elude the 
earner i toting Patherya 
Ht was also alert enough to 
catch Cieneral Zia studemg 
hands with Fatehsingh Rao 
Oaekwad at an official ftint 
bon industrious enouj^ to 
get Sunil Gavaskar and 
Noor Jehan to pose 
together opportunistic 
enough to takt a poiraant 
picture of refugee /ffghan 
children playing an im 
promptu game of cm ket it 
the last border town before 
tht Khyber Pass 

Ihe dtty photogr ipher 
imong u IS Sjpidkash 
(ihoshal who hoots such 
stupendous sights as moun 
tdin sunrises and beach 
sunsits but occasionally 
Kindest ends to point his 
It ns in the direction ol his 
iiuvtunt colleagues | 
Pridtfp Piu! iiion it 
h mit on 1 Hind I luibo is 
jirohiKiit enough with t 
I imi 11 t< h iv( doiit the 
photognphy kr i 141(4 k i . 
tuic on thi (i \ Riji I 
Spoils Sthool in Ktiali 
but hi limosl tame i crop . 
per when hi tiled unloiding ' 
tht lanitri and ilmost 
mined the undiveloped 
film 

1 suppose 1 d better not 
say loo much or they 11 tell 
you how 1 shot photo 
graphs in Goa last suniniei 
only to tealise too late 
that then was no film m my 
camera And talking of 
which 1 m now looking for 
a new model to rt place the 
Nikon that shattered in 
Holland and I must le 
meniher to take Andy 
OBnen with me 
Aftti ill Its a colour 
cameia I need 

David McMahon 


ALLTHATSmNDS 
BETWEEN MRKNESSANDHER 
ISM SIGNATURE 


I K S Gupta 
H The Genf>r,il St'crptary 

■ Lok Kalyan Samiti 

I Subheld Bhdvan 

■ 11 A V 'ihi I oig 1 TiO It Marq 
S New Delhi MOOO’ 

= For R* 100 p«r operation, I woutd like to sponsor 

I I I ( II It H (ptr ilioii ycdflv 

I 1 i’ t itiM ' opt-T iitci veiny pivah> v' itly hii vi hk 

■ I 4 ( 111 I I ' 1 itio'i*' y< vly piyit) >« ■ , I ill|i ih q il 
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IMAGINE A WORLD OF LENGTHENING 
SHADOWS. OF VISIONS FADING INTO 
OBLIVION. A WORLD STEADILY GROWING 
DARKER. CATARACT. A DISEASE THAT CLOUDS THE 
LENS OFTHE EYE OBSTRIK’TS THE PASSA<i;E OF I.KiHT. 
MILLIONS IN OUH COUNTRY, ABOVh 1 HP A(,P OP SiM Y AIIP: 
ENGULP'ED IN THIS FOG. WP.. AI LOK KAIA AN SAMI 11 ARP AShIN(. YOl lO HPM.P 
WP I AKt ( AKF Ol OVkU <!IU0()I<>I SI NtRN M'Ait Ml II VVI- OKI. AM/I 1) rl I VI ( AMI'S IN 
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I Al AHAI I III*' HAIKIN n I IISTS AM 11 II I A‘ BS IIKI ttlllKII I »lll< H nil II \ l.liiN< ilM I ,l | nil I- I I III I Ih H SS 
MM HsISUIl INNINi III WHIM IMMSI lllHI Ml I in'. Ml >MI I 
'll I >111 IISIl HI'illl Mil Nl Mil > III IMl ( II I 




I ok Kills bin Siui'iil 1 

J Hindi r I ( '^mi nhUiKr oi i 
\ % flunt i^v H in i n » fi» 1 i Ith t s \ <t ti ir i HI i 

SET WtIR SIGHTS ON THE NEARII BUND. GIVE. 
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People call 
me the Little 
Monster 

Sunil Gavaskar talkb to 
Lokesh Sharma about his 
relationship with Kapil Dev 
Snkkanths effect on his 
batting his attitude to the 
game and what the press 
should and should not write 
about 



The 

storm blows 
i over 

I Sandeep Patil speaks to 
Ratiul Cnai dawarkar ab 
out his judden lelirement 
and about some of the 
more famous prartiral 
jokes he played on hi*' 
teammates 




Dear Usha 

Ptadeep Paul write*- j 
letter straight from the 
heart to P T Usha 
asking her if she is think 
inq of moving to the Un 
ited States to tram in ner 
bid to win an Olympic 
medal for her country 



Cover photograpf by Nikhil Bhattacharya 
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LeVi^IS To TM EorroR 



Congrats 

Sunny 

MY htcirticst Lonm.xtulatiun's t<» Sunil 
(id\askdr fcir his m\aJudblc Hid 
cmturv in tht ititnl Bomb iv Usi 
And who says th it ht ihist s lei olds'* 
Hat all Ik waiitid to ihasi uiords bt 
would havt «ot boKK‘ d down and 
scored mirtuiv in Madi is it i time 
when India m idcd quick inns to toicc 
a win But Ik s Kuhccila ccntur\ 
which il he h id k hit \t d would h i\ t 
been inuniciiit icioid istiit iskii 
would havt been the oiilv person to 
scoit accnturv in his lOOtli const lu 
live lest AsisLVidtnt (nviskii 
saciituccl his wicket ind tiic d to lout 
the pai e liter tc i on the tilth cl i\ 

Coil};! Its I ittk mi^tci loi pt(>vin>,tht 
I tiuiiswione and 1 wish voii ke t p 
sti\iti>! Iiidi I loi I lone, tiini t ) oiiic 
' 1 IthUkW 

/Million 

It’s cricket, gentlemen 

^ WHllI iiiici lilt III It lilt tud M suit 
ol lilt M idi IS It i w I lilt lu 1 
sideline tht spiiiini st in i tiletilv 
both ipt nils III It cull Ithilllu 
I lusloiu tvtiUw sIll 1111 din s n 
dowiiiislil iiiispt itine iiidpt lt\ lu 
I hniiuilnllu Xiistiiliiti nid l>\ it 
owniiovitt t III t 111 Sli iim I 

lilt Mill Ills otil pun welt iin 
doiibtidiv the nil It nil il (lit 1 Miltli 
cws ind looku 1 11 pi 1 lim/oihiir 
who did t et iMliine on the he Id ih il 
would bt ttei li i\t hi i n doni in sonit 
slum suit stietleinii hitkluiiii 
I Ik si II toiiU s-Md piinl M itih 
tw-wouklhivt dine willl it f t 
liimst It to howliiif, till 111 111 III 
spin mil 1 1 iimini eo id w u ki i liiii 
the I il s whisi LIS III It lu mil l ihuil 
ht IS m ide Inin it si it 1 1 ill kind ot 
({unimtks iiiil Ktions mtlu Held 
which mo hiM mt nlv w n Inn 
I some It III ill I Ills but wI III down 
I hadiv with inv iiiiktl linmeknow 
lidfti ibli Ills 11 lion ol luiiipin,, mil 
I pointin^t tow nils ihi )i ivillt in liven 
' batsman who luit oul w is in p irlii iil ii 
1 \ b id t isti iiul spii It 

/ot III (I iiul Sh II 111 1 1,( I into 1 
(heapdisplav ol t,iiiii sminship wliiih 
should Cl rt iinlv i ill loi i sc iioti 
tepnmandfion then rcsputivi 
Boaids 

binallv how is it Ih it i vt i v ineide nl 
of bad behavioui on the held usu illv 
■ involves an Austialian and i pi ive t 


h om one of the other 11 ii ketinR na 
tions^ 

wHun nm 

New Delhi 

To hell with mediocrity 

ate nut htppv with the Indian 
vie ton bv a inaigin ot J 2 in the 
rieentlviimeludidont dav Inte*nia 
tioiial se rie s iKainst the visiting Au 
stialnns We belie ve Inchi had the 
poU ntial to clinch the senes at least 

I 1 But expeiiinents with unworthv 
])i obabli s and untie 11 ssarv shuffling in 
the le im not oiilv loduted the m iigin 
oivitloiv but il oshitUiedthe hopes 
ulinlhusiists ( ndoubtt div tiu sclec 
loi s tnd Bo 11 (I of (. iieke 11. ontiol lack 
toiesiehtedncss \s none tan dtm 
thitom di>eis lu whitlutuu cnck 

I I IS ill ibout 

Nl w id ivs wt ic id 1 lot ibout 
piiiless m ilism in etiekel ind set how 
the gnats Uv hiidti miint iiii |h ak 
loim But u!'hi st iithloi substitutes 
sc lei tor olli ii ini ludi ne w f ice s 
iislitilfle till lino up side lining the 
lies imhiliiut tht ti iinssiienglh 
[Ills I sill el iniiistiii to the nitionil 
he iocs mil nitii 11 il pit stigi too 
Mcdioittslikt H B Singh mil H ijin 
dt I Singh (ih ii I oinpli te Iv I iilc d to 
iiiipitss 

Mtei the \si id ill b K li inquiiv 
(ommission willbt loiintd ind tons 
il))ipii willbt w I ltd But nothing 
wiilimpioM units ivilslikt nepitism 
ind I IV out ism II t omplittlv ibo 
Il 1 1 cl lioiii the spoils utn i 
rHAlDl I AV l<(» 

10 ) 1)1 \ I \tURl 
1 IAS/// RyhllOW 1 
"I hll \h M l)h 1 

(rfl I l/ll/l 

Congrats to the Indian 
umpires 

()\e I It nil Inch III iimpiic s piovi d 
Hut the V lit till bt st umpiu s III tht 
w 01 III ol I III 1 1 1 I hev pr wt d th it 
lilt \ It t t it bt til I umpire s th in 
Vusii ill III unipiies 1 hi v hive done i 
giKid lob in Hu piese nt 1 1 st st iic s 
ind one d iv intt i n itn m il m itc lit s be 
Ivvetn \u ti ill I ind Indii M\ longi i 
tulition to till hull III i m[)iii s 

in liWl I A 1)1 h 

I ih ilpui 

World XI 

M\ Woild Mill one di\ inti i nation il 

II It 1 1 1 w oulil bt IS t illow s 
I Sunil (IIV isk II 

^ (loidon (illi nidgi 
d Iiavidliowti 


4 Vivian Richards ' 

5 All in Bolder 

6 Ian Bolliam 

7 Kapil Dt v 

8 Imran Khan 

9 Richard Hadlee 

10 Malcolm Mai slull 

11 Jeffre} Duion 

12th man Martin Ci owe 
It would be a good ide a lo m ikt two { 
Woild XIs and make the m plav i 
senes of malthes It would bt i lit st i 
ot good tucket iiidbigmonev too' 

4 RI \I)BR 

Il A Ihi 

Positively, not positive 

I HI (leltDeiate andungamelv usi of 
delav ing t ii (ic w Jiili bow luig fust 

in one div Inti in ilionals is spoils 
maiiship It Its woist It onlv 17 net is 
Welt bowli d in Jaipui Si in igat and 
Ihdeiahid Kipilinidc sure lint onlv 
4 1 ov t rs we I c bow le d in l)e Ihi 
I’eihips Ml Kapil Div would be kind 
e nough to ti II us w h it i x u tl\ he 
miiiishv I’OSIIIM LKICKH 
about whii h he so often t ilks about i 
We cricket lovvtis m dcpiivtdof j 
fHissible eiieket and it is itallv 
innoving to w itch the delibei iK Iv 
slowi d piiKcc dings whu h qui 11 the 
Vei V spii It ol the g Hill 1 e ts hopi foi 
|X) itiM tiiektt horn now on it 
le ist ittcnll wt tan onlv h >pi | 

NA Rl hll\ 

Loiinhilou 

*H:ontradiction” 

KKiARDINti tht ininibi i of spi 1 1 1 
tins in tht st idiiim on tin fast d iv ol I 
till Irdtiickcl It I III iti fi pi IM cl in j 
Bombiv isitiniinine ibitiontu ingto 
nil iiidpt ill ips to III iiiv likt lilt 
At Hiding to OIK of (hi lomminti 
tots tile jtliiKlinic on till fust hoiii 
ol tht mitth w IS nouncl t to > 
tfiou*- inci but dm me the st i ond hi iir 
the hguie stoiKl iiound lOthousmd 
But iiioidingto mot he I ptisoiim tin 
tomnu ntatoi s b ist the iiuiiiIh i w i 
c stim ited to bt iiouiid hllliiiismd 
When some mu else told us th it tin 
people wallhmgthe giiiit sit st it 
ten d and th it is whv thi tigiiii 
apjK ns mil lied But igiiiiifwi*' 
lonti idle lid ind Hit fiiiilfiMac ic 
iiMiiK d 20 thous III I 

Now fioni Hus (\pi itcomiiunt 
from the lommcnt itoi hist it 
makes it i li ii th it i itlii i Hu pi i son 
tone lined in In ist dm iiii ipibli of 
asstSsmgtlc ippioMinilt numfuiof 
alle ndani t 
DA CHOI Dill R) 
liOMhA) 



Andhra Pradesh is a land of 
variety. A land of harmonious 
biend and colourful contrast, 
lemples, Beaches. Holiday resorts. 
Monuments and Sanctuaries. A 
great confluence of Hindu, 
Buddhist and Muslim art and 
culture. 

The Ramappa temple and the 
Kakatiya Gate in Warangal, 
wildlife and bird sanctuaries - 
Pakhal. Srtsailam, Pulicat and 
Koilcru lake. Hill resorts like the 
Araku valley and Horsley hill.s. 
vast stretches of golden beaches at 
Visakhapatnam, the famous 




lemples at Tirupati, 

Bhadrachalam, Srisailam, 
Simhachalam... 

Nagarjunasagar — the world's 
tallest masonry dam. And, on an 
island in the reservoir, accessible 
by motor launch, Nagarjunakonda- 
a museum containing excavations 
ot Buddhist finds. 


Hyderabad, the capiul city, where 
the past mingles with the present. 
Charminar, a standing example of 
Indo-Saracenic architectural 
excellence. Salar Jung Museum, the 
famous one man collection. Biiila 
Planetarium, Qolconda Fort, 

Qutub Shahi monuments, the 
Venkateswara temple built in 
marble, and the scenic zoological 
gardens.. 
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Andhra Pradesh— the birth place 
of the Kuchipudi dance The 
colourful Nirmal paintings, and 
Kondapatli toys; the famous 
Ralamkan art of textile printing: 
the leather puppets of Amaravati. 


Andhra Pradesh- 
The land of 
colourful contrast, 
a memorable holiday. 


Come to Andhra Pradesh. For a 
memorable holiday. 




Andhra Pradesh Tourism 
ist Floor, Gagan Vihar, 

M.J. Road. Hyderabad-500 001. 

Telephones 556493.42835. 77192. 

70087. 233384, 233385. 
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the BCCl dinner on IH 
October in honour of Sunil 
Gavdskdr and Ddip Veng 
sarkar The invitation cards 
were handed out selective 
ly the piess took offenct 
and staged away 

Whentht BCCIpresi 
dent was intimattHl of this 
shp up he IS believed to 
have retorted Well we 
can t invite everyone can 
we'’ I hings rt ached boil 
mg pomt when Mtd day 
earned a nt ws item con 
cei ning the lapse h ollow 
mg this the BCLl secict 
ary Ranbii Singh and K 
Rungt 1 were seen doing 
the Press lounds with 
their apologies i)ubv i 
di'a tTjiti n ihi hofit the 
latter said 

But the Press stiytd 
awi\ IS decided Witm s 
ses lalci te stifie d how the 
BLt 1 members h id 
haveke c] tli< dinm i < nds 
forRs T<li uh Confusion 
moiinte d it the diniit i the 
most t mb in issinv ispc t 
of I me moi ibii t \ t nine 
he ing 1 lai i,t numlx i of 
guests who went ondiil 
tin), oblivious of tin 
sjie iket s(H« eh 

viiv'iskitwi piLsented 
with 1 di imond studelc d 
Urn ill pi item com 
memoi itionol hiseentui 
ICS We II I h i\ t now put 
the Ho 11 din i(|uindii\ b^ 
Ktttme,m\ Urd he siid 
with III impish smile itter 
having seoM d 101 


T hai mgiu tiwisku 
nnde ishoitspeeeh 
It IS 1 gie It hiinoui to he 
felicitated by the Hoir' 
he Slid 1 he only proble ni 
neiw IS 111 It I will not he ible 
tokee p this iw tie! il 
home but in i bmk he 
remarke d 


T ill diimond tudded 
salve I Milled it Ks 
1 SO 000 was ptipare d in 
Madras It was flown down 
personally bv S Sriiaman 
Board president In Bom 


b ly Hie iw ird w is de po 
site d with 1 b 1 ik t he d ly 
it w IS supposed id be pie 
sente d to Gavisk ii it w is 
ke pt in the Bombn t tieke I 
Assoeiitionolfiee under 
limed vigil like It is 
unde rsteHKl th it the Hei u d 
teieikbiek the memente to 
itfisthe 1 lid \A ml hede 
inspiied ell iinond I he 
iw lid will Ih fliwnbiel U 
till M idi Is h ised levve liei 
who will ilfixyet iiuthei 
ge 111 witho 11 upse lime the 
ovei ill de sign 


T HI M leli I I e st be 
tween hull i iiul Au 
sti ill 1 sp irked oti (,uile i 
fe w umpii mg i on 
tioversits When it vv is 
live lied till lie oi the 
iinipite s lot the Ahiue d il> id 
one dIV mteinitionil 
Mukul (i< p il Mukhtiiee is 
I ludge otthe C ileiitt i High 
C ouil one liidi m pi ive i 
tern III 1(1 fh mi ( kI It 
we d H t igtei with him o 
in\ deiisii II we hill lie 
ibli I hie lilt iMlu 
i loiiiu' list II 


'T'HI KI we le quib i it w 
X b mile IS It ihe W ml 
hedi Si idimn dutirij Hu 
lest miteh I lie hist we ii 
KingiieMisonUu hop mil 
Indiiwis I willieniiin 
woildehinipuin Didvm 
iiotue others whieh I 
missed-* 


W AS Boi derm eh irgt 
ol tile Auslrali ms oi 
w I Boon'’ In Ahme dal) id 
Boon w IS the lirsl to lun up 
to the iimpite mdeoiihont 
him ilte 1 M idan Lai had 
hccii le I tiled to tlie He ise 
Sonii one went is 1 ii is to 
isk Ixibbv Simpson ibout 
this At til St he lefiisi d to 
I o lime lit I ite I III s lid 
Hooii IS I pit u pitnot 1 
supiiose Ihilputlvex 
pi litis whs III IS It the 
eentie of troiihk in no 
tune 


K \Pll De v howle d 

piohihiv his ft We si 

oveistill in Intel n ilioii il 
e III s VV h It Is the 111 n 
till this \ moils (IIIone s 
h I i hie n It It m| U cl Oiu 
til It he 1 suite ting liom I 
s( noil 1 liee bid iii|ui\ 
whieh IS not illowmi. hmite 
go flit out I he seleetds 
III otthe oDitiioii th It Kipil 
De \ 1 e vtieii (l\ tin d 
One Ithemmide i ])omt 
Kipilonly howled si\ 
ove I 11 ilk hist d IV He 
ougnt t( liivt told the 
St II c loi th It Ik w IS unfit 
Il (oiiklhivt inve nils tile 
eh like ti ti t Sti istn is 
skijipe I m K i| il disc n< i 
I think we will h ivi t 
s|K ik to him ihoiit it 


2 ! Sc pie nihe t w is Uk 
last diy inoltiie of the 
se le i tion eommitti e unde t 


ChanduHoietc I u meet I 
mg m Madr is e inwhik 
the Delhi w IS he u 
pliyed re pint 11 ude 
with H mum ml Smi h is 
the new ehunn m On 'h 
Septembe i is news c t the 
ntwh tunnedsekdim 
lommittee hlteiedm i 
senior Hoaidoffkiil 
apptoiehedChiiidu hoieli 
ind iske d luni to \ le iti his 
hotel loom Botdedidnot 
waste nnmute he e he eked 
out md tiHik the fust flight 
to Pune 1 wondt i what the 
s ime otfie I il w IS doing 
wikiithiee Indiin reserves 
we It unlit Mid \e t not 
giVLiimitihingoideis 
he toil flu Honibn I<s| 

K VPII Df \ s see Olid 
md upd lie d luto 
biogr iphv is It idy lot te 
It I e C iptiin Liusidtt 
whith w IS to h ivt been 
rtk ise din I In Hindu 
Ihe de il ii II tluough is 
now to be puhlislu d by 
AIliidPiiblisikIS \sIIImv 
IS nine eh iple is it is 
tiimoure d h ive be t n e m 
clidiy wiitte I) II the li iv is 
kii Kipilieliliimship Ilk 
iniki null feel Until is I 
going to he men hiid 
hitting th in/A (foi/s 
i/ce Ilk Ihitigsoui 
iiu ke It IS do 


T in I nighlh ((I in i\ 

Il i\> t liiifi d ( IV IS 
kii n uiti/enol the It 
piiblie ( Ml he e ilii el Sii 
inil the III I te I h ilstii m h is 
Ixtn ippr idudbvthi 
I nivetsiU ol Aimim ilii 
M idi IS w inliiu to e mil i 
on him iiihimoi irv diuto 
1 Ite (It gll I (r l\ isl M It IS 
Ih Iu veil In igu id 1 
leiepi I le 1 e ulelu s uu 
IS I >1 Sunil ( i\ isk II m 
vourikxt le till he 
I ikmi l\ I Id IK hull III 
jMi ssm Ml III II by A < oil 
pit ot (In I 11 Ml \ndhi i 
Pi i(I( I I ni\i I itv ihit d 
him with th It I It (pit St 
isking If ihi y ( mill i mte i 
tl I Am /’; ip in i on 
him 

Flyonthe watt 


PEOPLE G 
METHEUI 
mONSTE 






SPORT sm)Rll) itw 
ha\e hetn fjliyinj^ /<sf 
Lfuktt fi/i 1‘i u irs \^hit 
h IS been tlu m ijoi niotn i 
*nm — nioiit\ flint maid 
oi ‘soim kuid of in inltnul 

(lAVASKAK Btlitvt it or 
not the siiiRlt m ijoi 
motivdtion li<is b(tn Uk 
honour of iLpitscnting tht 
i ountrv I iki t vt j V 
yoingstti when 1 was in 
sihuoi 1 (Jrt init of rrpir 
stilling tliv. Louutn 1 think 
tvcrithinj. eUe ittords 
tnonr v oi anything elst 
comes Idttr f irst ol il! you 
want to rtpustnl voui 
tounlti In fi(.t you will 
give anytlimg to aihitit 
that You would ptrhips 
even spend out of voui 
pocket before vou beeomt 
a recognised pia>tr 

liven when vou are booed 
out of the 

Yes’ You are stUI lutky to 


Believe it or not, the single major 
motivation has been the honour of 
representing the country (and not 
money, fame, records or some 
internal satisfaction) 


bi in the from imotigst 
nuUions ind millions of \oiii 
louiitijmcn And why 
should vou not ht booed 
when vou hive kt down 
people■■ If you expect ip 
pliuse fioin people then 
you should also be min 
enough to take the bexung 
But you definiteIv leaet 
badly Nobody likes to be 
b(K>ed 

What nhtn you are jithtd 
nith Sternes wd rotten 
fruit'' ffiavasivai and hi 
wjft Mdr'.hntb n ere pelted 
with rotten hvit in the 
tden Crdrden'^ Test igmnst 
the West /neftes in 1981) 


>ou Kiel bidly to tint 
Being iielted with stones 
and lotteti liuit i noi eor 
I e e t lets f le < it the 
erowels hive pud to w it h 
(iieket 1 heV hive not pad 
me ^hing to mv ide the 
dignity of inothe I |x rson 1 
am not only syit ikiiig on 
belialt ol till phyei*- \ou 
e en find pe ipk Iroiii the 
iippei tiers throwing things 
t the erowd below Ihose 
vho e iiinot t njoy vv ite lung 
eiieket should do «■ ,iin 
thing else and not make life 
mistrible foi those wlie> 
enjoy It 

I veil nhtn you wut an 


Lilt monioush \uked tmd 
till n It i/isf ited) foi no jus 
tihihk It iso/i ji/st Ik ion 
thi '^tnt of Ihi '.tries 
/Ci/nst le/st/iZ// It didn t 
Intllii t MU } Mil non you 
think II pit t ninif, Iht 
MHinfn I rhf nnin inotn i 

lion ft! MU 

\h oliitelv Ktpiesentmg 
the loiintrv is the gte itcst 
thing fool' whit else catiJ 
do-* ^hil nil 1 suppose d tei 
elo Liieket i the only 
thing I kiK w I nil not a 
doe te 1 if 1 elon t gel a 
[iitieiit then I switch over 
l( inolliti pilient 

Breed ituktl is every 
Ihiiu, I I \ou Hut t/iere 
sine A must ht otfur w ivs 
ot d< iniiic s itist le lion for 
in ii/iee bi petti (tnifi 
i lui itihiiiqiH 

Ihdt IS what eveivhoely 
lues to do It yeiu euinot 
[X rfi et vour g line then vou 
(ill at le 1st try to ge‘t 






10 

btlUi Ihert is alw.us 
loom foi pirltition In 
UK kit nobodv ( in turn 
diound dti(l ii\ tint in is d 
nnstti 

\i>u i,ui (liin U> lit lilt 

I itth M istt I 

W«ll I itfif I It 

tht*n on I 
IlK I'k It 111 

^oti u nMir 

II tl \ u iH al 

w i no i« ttt t 

I \ S|| t, in \ Sobt rs 

I iivi rsdib uknow 

I IS lilt UKaUst 

ui vvi loiLsidirida 

I tt I 


)imhiM pint il 1 Ih It s(s 
I> It s lilt iiuh slotit of 

10 (MHI lu/is hiikl HIV spi 
I ml Uh iwnf tot mu 

No I nil tl I f It IVV IV tiOIII 
III It II lilt inoiiu lit \Mu III 
1 1 1 (lo 1 1 to It III I i)t |IMJ 
mil ivv \ till II II stills 
pi IV111 >11 voiji tiiiini At 

till 111 nil 111 it 1 mil titltl 
I nin V V I III I t tl I) 

' Iflv I It til I 1 lUi l 
C II itiiii 114 < t liiu til 111 
I I I lit II V I III I tv pu s 

I nil 111) I • ir I 11 Win II voii 
I lick II III V liiionii iw III it 
Hii till I II I Old me h ill ol 
0111 mind I shoitMii I Ion t 
III till hot' Dint pin 
til it sli t \n I r< suit \ouT 
u Kti III i sinkilili Ml 

11 ( II II It I I l''lll\l IS 
It 111 Id III 


/ n I lit ll I 111 k It I Hid 

I III I iit\ti pli\ f iihill 

II III) 11 ilh lilt s I III lliit tl 

I //ll I l HI I 11 It It flltl 
Mil /mil III 1 III loiilil 
tl ll /l I I I It I/s til 

II 11 tt I lilt s I t,/t lit I 
I tl III 

I t ik< lit ivi'ma I 11 /ill 

II llKt I III II III I Ip I 111 

I iiiu?n*i III! I lod 11 It 111 
' mfts 11 tl linii|tit lint 

II M 111) III u r lilt 
\t It \l I In 1 il IVl lIsO 
It oiin, 1 itt 1 sjppost 
tiu tiialit It Ins till 01 11 
Ut itedt 1)0 I \t tilt 1 ltd ol 

.list ol illstll 
m wilt ibt r v»ii 




I . ... ....__ _ 

Srikkanth has this electrifying effect 
on me; when you see him playing so 
freely, it gets your adrenalin going 


It ivt iindt tuns a iiitsi tli 
\\i t liitliiii 01 I sihool 
h n itl Ilk voti I now lint i 

lull IS 1 liM) 

/()/ t M'lip/t (III sh ll I mi 
lot out ( in tin In t in 
tutu. It M lilt IS i ninlu 
III I III ll It ll M ittlii ll s 
\miiltl Mil’ll i\t pint (lit I 
Itw u ifs no 

1 doubt It A It w \ » 11 s i),o 1 
tlidn t h.ivt Srikknnili is tin 
pHint I Ik has this tkt 
tnlv irtK t fit 1 1 on ni< when 
vou stt him plavin); him so 


litt l\ it i,t t voui idrttn 
liii ^oiii Vjiotliti rt ison 
w I tint sin 1 iht fit Id was 
in I loftttl shot was on It 
hit till hot tom of mv bat 
and \ Ik V t d b lek to Matlh 
< VI s M n lx if It had tut the 
bit tliitt itithts iughti I 
would lint vjot runs oil it 

It must li.nt bieti Irus 
tnitttit. 

^ts till 1 removed mv leg 
guaids Vou teed you have 
let \ourself the team and 
the speeiators down 


So vou have no regrets 
btbng to score a hundred at 
what people call the Mecca 
of CfKket^ 

I think perhaps, the only 
thmg which will bother me 
when I hang to my boots is 
that I have not scored a 
century m Sn Lanka I have 
scored a icntury against 
them hut not in Sn Lanka I 
have scored a century in 
everv countiv That is 
what I mav regret and not 
missing a hundred at 
Loid s 

You Imt pUwd lit) Tests 
and broke n numerous re 
lords Docs lOiHHI tuns 
stiBhnf some meaning for 
VOU'' Or has your appettfg 
btcnnhcttcdb\ the lount 
Itss records'' 

Not al the moment I tlunk 

II IS loo tai awav it the 
mumtnt When lou get 
closet to It when you arc 
bundled odd luiis away 
the n ll t oiild he gin to mean 
soim thing Hut it the mo 
nicnt It IS still WK> 7tK) luns 
iwav and 1 1 in t sec niyst If 
saying \vt 11 tint is a target 
Having I It gets ixtcpt s<iv 
tl llmg vour t It to score a 
cuiturv I pitting more 
pitssuu on voiiistif Hi 

i lust in living t It K ll the 
til get IK pul of vour 
nmitl limiis voui actions 
Voiii niinri kti ps tcilmgvou 
lifiii I ))1 IV this shot don t 
phv this stiokc 

httiin u I/s igo It Lould 
hive /util 1 matte 1 ol just 
lout lists'' 

(laughs) Well it one can 
hive I g(H)d senes then 
againittuuldbc i matter of 
lusl lew Icsts Vou aver 
age 100 Mills a lest not 
nticssirilv 100 runs an in 
nings and vou get througli 


I was lomuig to a ulated 
issue Does Iht lait that 
the things hIiiiH mu could 
do so cftortlessh a couple 
of \eats ago ha\e ht lome 
dilhiull /low bother vou^ 
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Creating targets other than a 
century is merely pressuring 
yourself 


I take It as a chaUenge 
Now all these factors arc 
coming m There are lapses 
in concentration some 
times there are flaws in 
techniques and also 1 am 
sure the reflexes must 
have slowed down These 
aic ail factors which make 
the challenge gicatei fhe 
challenge is to try and o\er 
come the st f i« tors 

is It as saf/sAing'' 

Yes at the end ol the dav 
III tell YOU one thing 
whethti lou scoie luii*. 
against the Wist Indus or 
against i school side a 
ccnluiv IS i lentun It is 
\tr\ satisl>ing 

4s iou '>iid Ihit il lmu‘< 
thiu IS I in tout 

(om I nil I lion do \ nt Ihwk 
lou Moii/d hm plittd tin 
yhot w/ik/i Mtu did lodit 
(It M idi IS in tlu til si in 

nini{‘>) I 1( M II iis 1^0'' 

(Smiling) 1 douhl it Mind 
\oii I l< w us igo I did 
I not ln\i Siikkmih i inv 
pIImil lit Ills hill this 
cliitiitvin}, I Ik it on nu 
VMiiti vou ti him pliving 
I s< luch It dois itfcil YOU 

I Itgttsvoui idi 111 ilia flow 
I ing mil Mill ilso tic U) piIV 
I itt liking sitokts Milih 
' ing him stroke lot stioki 
would not bi possibli 

Lomini’ to tin loni, st jso/j 
i/ii id ( 4iisti dll Sm / inki 
ind 1‘iki'^t III tom I do v >u 
dunk It II ill Ih lit IH In I il tot 
iIh 'fidt \loit so n/tt/i 
tOU ft tit tlu tl Ui.lll t 
sttits It tlu tiid 
Wt II so i It IS things st iiid 
tht scuts igiinst 4iistulii 
IS hnishing bv 4) Oitobn 
1 he re aftc i thi u is going to 
b< I bn ik nil hailirv when 
wc |)la> f ‘ iki t in 

But Ihiit IS ihi stilts 
against Sti I inki in bt 
tween Hid ilso i tnuini 
ment in Shirjah 

Tht bn fdiika senes lias 
not vet been iltaied 1 vtn 
if wc play them m Decent 


III] It will II IM U Will) 
two iionllis 

fk \ou lllllll dll', I I lllllt ll 

pi null, ionditi as iih uj 
tlu luiloiiiiin t nl 1) u 
A is //At / S/i IIIII I n,,hi 
mil ind Miiindi .1 '^iiit li 

VMuii I think OH '.pinaiis 

Il IVl n ll]\ sUtk M ll Is OIK 

div ciukti Vii^ liiM pliv 
eel d lot of It 111(1 VO I (loa t 
iiallv giM lilt bill muib 
ait \ou Itv to howl tight 
I he tdt a IS not I iki wii k 
els but l( cut down i ti 


lias lint I win |>n|l* 
ill ( Siv I who ll III I a itiii ll 
ll o[ lail M iniaili t sal 
It 1 1(1 M iiiiaiU I 1 lint lb 
III gittini b I I i 111 \ 
ll IVl bti oiiii ll stn toi 
Mihii Ihiii di ItiKliM 
bowli t 

Ikiti t I on tliinl d nu ti 
(ill / (/ i/sr s ;//(is Ih i iii'~t 
ol SI) I Hill inhtniiu ml 
auktt III!', nu in', tint 
u/ij/t tlu piopli it ilu top 
Util pit ill tlu It tuition 
tlu otiui', lltll ll\ llitt t( 
In e lot II 
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I louldn l igi on w tl 
VOU I he It lid Ih i 
break fro a ii ntio i 1 
eric Kit tin on i isi i 
where thtu is i it I i 
(intialion on di im * 
inikit Ihit w IV Mill I 
havt M)ui top plavi rs p uu 
cipiting in Iih ll louirn 
mints Hid giving in i pii >i 
tuiiitv till the juiiiot t 
learn It i tisi s tin li vt I ot 
the 10111(11 lition mil sud 
dtnlv vou hive a mori 
r< ilisiK isst sstiii nt ol jift 
foi 111 nuts ()tluiwi>e 
when Ilu lest plivtis iit 
aw IV otluission i lot ot 
runs j)r (ikt ijhih wk ki ts 
1 h It pt 1 h qis doi s not iniii 
t iU I tl ilistii (Kifoim 
iiiit 1 led lilt Build 
should liiM in oh si tsoti 
whin oniv donii tii tiiiktl 
ts pi IVtil 

/ suppost It credit two 
levels of competition 

Yes in a wav it does Fhe 
concentration required for 
domestic games is not the 
same as for international 
matihcs iiathet it is not 
always there 

You were ati used of stop ] 
pmg a Raiyi game last st a 
son How much does 
domestic cncktt mean to 
you^ 

1 had made niv intintion 
cleat that 1 rlidnt like the 
idea of blocking place 
Doniestii games are the 
ideal CKiasion to try out 
promismg youngsters If I 
am going through a poor 
phase then and onJv them 
does It beioitie essential 
for me to niakt it for ' 
domestii ganii s ^s for thi | 
p<ulieulai game thit vou 
are refeningto tlie Bond 
had (hanged the dates for 
tiiat game and suite 1 had to 
kt<( inv wold lot an inter 
mtionil (ornmitment whiih 
I )i id 111 idi pii M HI l\ I 
till 111 hi It light I 11111 
w III iiitl till It l< ll nil I 
tb n lltll 

fs tl tunc II lilt d I III ilH 1 
ol cii d pi I mil liis/ii 
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If you cannot perfect your game then 
you can at least try to get better. 
There is always room for perfection. 
In cricket nobody can turn around 
and say that he is a master. 


fldll HI I S( J) t >1 f 

I d»nt think it Ki\i Nou I 
sins( ot ptmir \i)ii lu 
drupiKil \>>u <M dtippol 

//Mil WKl IK It t tilt d llKll 

ioldtd hind 

It IS. ttllflblKlU III ) dll nil 

FldyinK (in Iiidii i i kmi 
tuiuous (Ik im I in iit 
tunislamts if \ini si iit 
thinking (bout thi in viill 
dtt( 1 1 vout |H I foi m UK ( s 

hut tun mil fHtnim so 
itH'thinu d tbit Litb tinu 
t oil p «/ up iml f!o out 1 ou 
led\t Ik hind \om tino 
turns 

\es J think I do 

you tan get so methamtul 

Absolutely Not rtdily 
mechanicai but it bt*tomes 
a matter of habit \ou 
forKtt about evtrythmjj 
elst and just bat as it is ball 
against the bat Iliat s ni> 
speiiality batting Perliaps 
I (ivouid be undei gKatcr 
preitsure if 1 was .i bowkr 
1 lien I will base to bowil as 
well as bat 


Do Kill It ill\ rtgret tdibng 
to Stott a bundled at 
I otd S'* 

I don t think so I neve i 
reallv vibLcl iMth Loids 
I he first timt on the lour of 
F ngland in 1971 t veryliody 
ivas saying 1 oid s Lord s 
Lord s 1 wis rtallv kniking 
forwaid to sttuig Lords 
What 1 say^ v«as disappoint 
mg MavlK it was grey that 
day Whatey»i 1 he 
ground yyas slopmg fiom 
one end to another there 
wert a kit of peopk at the 
galls and at the fiavilion 
t nil HI < 1 \i nil >(i\ M is 

I iiolihi h 1 Ills! (Iidiit 
mIh iiitliii Mill III itiiios 
pluii wilt 11 lluii IS lot 
1 lili 

}oii li>\t tHtii It ipl iin toi 
I ninilKi )/ /tsis //oil 
Hoi/r/ 1(11 th St iiht IIk 
k I liiiL. pi i\ iiijl, niitk r s mit 
hiKh fist 


II 1 K I I I IS It S II I I ll 

1 I nil ll m\ I ml 11 111 11 
IS I I ipt iin 1 h 1(1 p' i\( fl 
inidii ])< opli So y >1 l,o 
b ll 1 inci {)! o uiidi i s ii u 
holly ilsi 

lull It llw II s t ISIt I It It 

I n\ id Inn i, I ih 

It lids 

\l s II l> ll III t| I St 
wli ll It iil\ 1) ippi I I th ll 

you IK II I viiili ll iht 
lisp I ll I tu I )thi( 

\ II IK II II 1 I 1 III 11 
liMil 111 1 \ I'lid I Ihdii 

III si'i y HI sin pli I Mill 

pit 1* It |Ui tion of 

pi It till in till tiKHiiiiiv ind 
It tin 11 iiliii IS iiiiiiit iin 
It is lilt 1 iiiii>,ti ind ( ip 
tun ih s t lilt giouiid 
U ll ll t ll iMikti IS in 
gild liipt I hi oihtis 
ius| liimgi iiound IttliiK 
IS m till 111 It tpuoii the 

i ipi nil ll is to go t.\in it ht 


IS dead tiud 

kt t mil L Ipl lint i it iinst 
tilt hiikdiop ot tilt St It 
spoiisihilitiis ml pit s 
lifts dnnt toil think Kipil 
Dt \ got It I littit too e ij/i •' 

I thuil ht Loi It igiinst tilt 
wKini ti nil 1 (ion I think 
ht got ll Lilly ^ou hi\e 
Iht t \ 11 iplt (ll lit 11 

I It ludi 

lull ht him t It s lid th it ht 

II is ri t htt n on t ipt lint v 
i lint timt 

Pit null t ijit iintd whtn ht 
It IS 'd (It 'I Jk yytnt on 
t( iptjin loi 10 odd Itst 
matilus \g( IS not ill I 
siippost It IS how matiirt a 
(Mtkttir you art 

Uhif IS I out opinion on 
iiiikitirs untiiig books 
iiid tolumns Jou huxe 
bttti in tin loreftotU of it 
ill 

1 hayt wntun four So vou 
t in sn thit J haye been in 
Iht fouitronl 

Hut doesn t this t rea/e mis 
undtrsLindmg'' Should peo 






1 

I 


Cover Story 


13 



Why should you not be booed if you 
have let down people? If you expc»ct 
applause from people, then you 
should also be man enough to take 
the booing 


pk HiUt on ‘>ubfiil‘> wlmh 
f/( lot cbrnih ulriti I to 
(tijinijlts oi wouU f/jtv 
/)( hint, m m/usfiL* to 
Ihiiif'ilM '■ mil tbt fiinu li 
Iht i III t t lu lit li 11 > tin 
stjh/t < t Mj;« rlii i ilt\ 

I I I ll)kl\ SJX. il tit 

I pituK on ( itli inciiMdinl 
I liow ht t It I It th It [) II tit II 
' lit Ksiion ibtlil\ t)i vtntniu 
1 lliinl thtit li soim intiit 
I in n it It ttin)> < pi in( i it 
I pott on 1 I iiirt lit 111 itt h in 
Midi! Iht It wtit. lit 
I .itt d tx h iiijiton lilt 
I field \i)u i\\ It i1 in\ 
plitti W II ItpoiUllR to 

1 di\ tiiint fill 1 iitwspip 

ti hi^' \itvt on tint ui) 
jtd It > it) p I lit Mill').' 

10 i<. iriKtt II h< his tilt 
I \sholi niKtil tt tiiuik ibuut it 
I tnd vviitt It lOiild bt dilft 

.uni .IS ht 1 ojid li.iti 
(ooltd titmn Ills \itw 
could bt ditit It lit if lit \t IS 
to wntt d d \ litci I think 
Uifit IS ibo sonic mtiit in 
th< Bond not lettint; iht 
pla\trs wiitiiii:'' 

Whdt about hooks’’ 

I he books tome out at the 
end of a season I hast 


wiitttii 1\M) b(K ks tin St 1 
tins pictioiis llitv lint 
bttniilt isfdlht lollowitic 
t istin In uliitli tiint tin 
things ll il hivt Inpiitiitd 
III old 11 It mil don I it ilh 

botlltl NilU 

Hut >111 mb to iti/it till 
Il III h I hnt 

^l s but till n \t ll St ( It IS 1 
pi 1 soils tit VI 11 lit IS 
Uoiiif; to bt It iiomd tht 
bush tlicn ht not tloin^ 
jiistitt to hiinst ll 

I ten Mill Ihiiil lip whin 
Kipillkt s book s wl so/Tii 
ihinus ibout Mill not pii\III 
tor till Ilk 

Well I 'lit not Out up 111 
that St 11 1 1 did not 11 ii 

see <1 < opt ol tht book In 
fait I c me to kntm about 
It hum a lot of otiit r pt'opk 
who kep iiiiging up to sa\ 


Kt t p \ oiii I ool And 1 s iid 
litpiin tool ibout nil If' 
Hull lhi\ said tint suth 
ind siiih thiiif. Ins Inji 
litiitd I iiist uintid to 
Iviiovt uliit tnd liipptiud 
\iid Iht n I \v IS fiild tint it 
\\ 1 not Mbit I. ipil hid 
VMilftii ll vt IS his to 
iiillioi who h id ehostt tl Hit 
slntt iboiil lilt Kiiiil ud 
lit V IS iikiiic him to loiiit 
Silluttvti no (jutsiion ol 
lilt It utini; to It I lit St 
It poll ibout lilt fiinnuup 
N\ IS I bit ol iioiist 11 t 

Iloin on think i lot hi 
bun mull of loui si// 
post (I iliflfii III t s mill 
hip] 

\bsiilu(tl\ 1 think ditli 1 
( ntts ( xisi in t\ci\ Innih 
Whv piik onatiitkttti ini 
whith has ptoplt lomin/' 
from dilft rtnt irt is md 
diiftrtnt bat k/ji minds 


I lieu au bound to bt dif 
ft unit s 

nliini tl ill\ t/ots till 
tiult III 

Ihl I lUlt lit s NMtll I \t i\ 
lMitl\ \ou t in t siv tb it It 
Iks NMlIi nit oi K ipil oi tlit 
lilt dll Iht luill Ills NMib 
tnt\l)()d\ tvtii ill tht 
/itopit who tt id It \\b> 
should out I Hunt Util 
tllMI/i'-^ Out Sll lllltl )Ust u 
poit uint I hippinin/, on 
tht fit Id instt id of lotiiin/' 

I ito nook intl till mis md 
inn slip it uip whtlhii A is 
spi ikin/, to l{ OI H i‘ 
spt lint, to c \\( lit a 

oiinliv whiih Ins dmisr 
tulUius lilt 11 will ilwiys 
ht [iiohliin 

It IS Mil 11 itm ll ol M nUt s 
niuiitith ll tl itii s of pin 

I I s oP tht III III L riiki tits 
iti not nisi pi I nil, I til ki t 

I hi \ ll iho iimk Hint! 
Ml Him, iiifl III ibtnt. dU 
Ilk built s 

1 uiidt I si md tht public 
lutio itv I ippittiati It 
Hut 1 w mid pit It i if pt oplc 
would till MsliHt thei 
this to 111 /anic 
It ivt Hu drts iijf' y' 

intn/'K'' dlont (yl 


Cot tt 






>D 


B ()MBA\ is 1 It 
place to report a h‘«t 
match A /ip]rv HO mph 
along Manne I)n\* it ‘J 10 
am bumping tnic sonieont 
who you Liter it ilisc i-, i 
veteran i telixcd will- 
for t Chine c butte l lun li 
at 1/ O') pni inci r 
party or flu tlui u 0 
eveninf, 11 1 it v I 
witehcd (iiv si I I 
hi«. lire! \ uli u vl 
and ‘sill til hit II M 
thiti in^ liKUit III I 
you eii tike V It tl I 
hotix i 111) th I [Mil 
It vc( III In I h iM h(( n I I 
111 it tl k 11 u h (J I I 
1 tnu 1< itti I ill 
Hut s nil h w 1 hiM il 
w u tell tin It I I ii ms, 
tv <f the ),iim lint even 
itlei witehiii), fui di>s of 
1 ntke t two It mis i in still 
tail U timige wiili ire suit 
J inty btink, i witnt st to an 


GENIUS, WOUU 
YOU SAY? 


1 ''(K) runs I 

d I liter lioui when 

I t lipht ise IS foi 
w kt nsivt —when i 
t e 1 \ 1 III t you c in turn 

II 1 w itili i lunited (\ < IS 
I li where “iOO runs iie 
Mcl in a single day 

Vel the mine enlight 
I nt d St 1 ibe s h iir 
gri yiTiR while I ini only J1 
to pi t the pietuie cic ji 
inaintim tint lest ineket 
IS the It il thinf, 

Ktililiui), As it imply uik, 
that limited o\LIS eneket 
has been the greitesl tie 
tie il blunder jH-ipetraLtd on 
the game 1 he 1 e st in Uc h 


eult in India on the other 
hand appears to be pri 
dually dying Ihe red sig 
nalswert seen immediately 
iftei the Fit d 1 cst in Mad 
r IS 1 ickc t sale s on the 
fP'aph m Delhi tvenbeknt 
th' meteorologists report 
had predicted the deluge 
would have plotted i steep 
ineluu 

In lioinbiy two fix 
turtb—Imln \eisus West 
Indies limited emrs game 
on 0 October and Indn 
vtisus Austrilia lest 
miteh J 1 14 Oetohei— 
highlighted the shift m pub 
he tisU Ihe Wenkhede 


Stadium recorded a capac 
ity crowd for the furst 
match spectatois who had 
overflowed in one stand 
had to be escorted to 
another for an equitable 
distrubution For the Test 
match starting less than a 
week away there were 
hardly 000 spectators at 
the start 

Y I S but what has that 
got to do with the Bom 
bay lest you may ask 
Apart from the laet that one 
of the senuir journalists sit 
ting beside me went to 
sleep caeh day during the 
1 esi anothei missed an 
entire session m the last 
day— I saw it on the 
TV —another who kept 
tl iinmg his bmoeuiars at 
the Vijay Merchant Stand 
and yours sincerely who 
missed the last hout s play 








■ t"; '■' 
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••ofC th« *Nike' haadbancl eonipicuous, Gavaskar acknowladgas the oantury rhaara. 
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Noivgtriker Vengsarlnr looking for a UFO^ Well, merely following four of Shaatrl a sixes 


to get to Santi Cru/ in 
tune A W () I you lould 
sav But list in(.ket thtst 
days IS pemuttinK us tolks 
tht facihtv of tikmg libii 
ties—and gettnu iwu 
WItJl If 

But (.an I bt wtustd of 
an ovt rre ic tion Aci usea 
of unduiihyinR lilt vilut ol 
lest tniket’’ Xitustd ol 
consigning the Bomb iv 
Test to the garbige bin < t 
tustorv'’ Ptrhips 

I he Bombny 1 1 st w isn t 
as much of a kill joy as you 
might have gut the im 


prtssion 11 more thin si\ 
witktts hid faUin on the 
last d i\ before Iht st irt ol 
tlu inmdntor\ ovcis ind 
^usti ill I stdl bi huid the 
sum ton! itquiitd to iniki 
Indi I bat i(^ im the hookies 
would hive hid difftitnl 
L liculitinns on hand Alter 
Midi IS tvinoni ix 
petted scmiethiiig happen 
on th it tinil d iv Abnosl is 
It out of hibit after hiving 
been fed on i diet of li 
mile f ovtrs matches Hav 
ing set up git at expect i 
tiuns of a thnllinp luush a 


reasoniblt e nd w is vie we d 
IS I time dnw A the 
e lit he gCKs 

(eiviskiis Hid lest 
ciintury at the Wankhedt 
St mum w IS more like i 
pipal address it the Viti 
enn A hundred it his home 
ground did hive i six ml 
me ailing tor him I ve is 
moie determined than 
usuil he admitted m i 
tclcvi ion interview 
Kishote Bhimini of Hit 
Stitfsmm sitting e lose by 
ui the press box said 
Century putt 1 fiai when 


tiivisku wis middling 
them 111 the 2()s 

Ihe 10} wis < ne ol the 
Ixtiei innings thil Cavas 
k ir his pi ived \t no stage 
did he look like losing eon 
trtil When Mitlhews hid 
itduecd the Indiins on the 
third div into indolent sub 
mission tj i\ iskar stated 
with 1 squire drive past 
point foi four Ne xt ball he 
tool I c/iisst down the 
wie ke t ind lifted Matthe ws 
ovet mid on foi foui Ihe 
third bill ditto Iht ball 
swilled in the iii before it 


DRAWN OR ABANOONCD? 


T he way the Bombay Test came to an end at 
Wankhede btadnim earned Allan Border and Kapil 
Devnofrtends AfU r thee one lusion of the fourth of the 
20 mandatory overs the spectators saw the strange 
ai^t of the players walking back to the pavilion 
Despite repeated requests by the umpires theplayeis 
deebned tn continue with the match' 

The 1980 Code of Cncket Laws is very deal on this 
ttsae The emphasis is on the word mandatory 
Teams have to play a muumuro of 20 ovtrs m the last 
hour of a first-class match unless of course the fitness 
of mound conditions change between innings and 
SiRWar other statutory obligations crop up 
it was aiate incoaceivaUe that men like ^rder and 
Kami would take the Laws mto their own hands It is 
Mead strange that these are the same captams who 
ody a few cfoys ago were sermoidung about the 
ftoyers' duty to the paying spectators As it is the 
«R»wd$ have 8toppe4 comma to Test matches, now if 
lim msdbmieirs of an esitmrtaimi^ 

Jim C«P«4 r IP immorn, mm cait wdi innagM 


that It will have on the youngsters who wish to emulate 
their cncket heroes 

There appeiis to be a widotprcad misconception 
that a match can be called off at the end of the lOUt 
mandatory ovet Far from it No such rule exists itts 
only a convention that began m f-njdish vounty cncket, 
where captains mmually agree along vnth the utnpures 
to stop the game after iht 10th over smte they nt^ to 
travel to other county groimds for ^ next day's 
match Since oidy a handful come to watch county 
cncket this practice has proved successful m Fiu^hd 

If a proper fflU-rpretation is made of the Laws the 
Test match at Bewnbay should be considered to be 
abandoned 

What would make it unique is that this is for the first 
tune a Test match was abandoned with the players 
refusing to play Board vice president Sunil Dev nptiy 
mamtamed, 'The crowd should not have been IreaM 
this way ” 
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OMANAOERI 


THE Press in Bombay ^med petved at the my 
manager EAb Prasanna went about bis duties during 
tile senes aganist Austi ali i A few of them reg¬ 
istered then" i omplami s 

DICKY Rl*rNA(»l K \iitnu Bazat Pataka “Vt9 
sanna did a poDi |(>I' duiing the senes against 
Australn itwi ib>smai even during the senes m 
Austniii I u)i( n \ (iikat was the manager The main 
(onipl HI I ^ unst I'rasanna is that he seldom came 
to th( I ri s box In this connexion, 1 must mentum 
tb i< {I itiumant bingh did a very good managenal job 
m 1 > VrLst indies in 1%2-H3, he was very 
( ipt I ative and trustworthy' 

KlStiORE BHIMANI, The .Statesman "Among tht 
duties of the manager is overseeing the weifaie of 
the team on and off the field acting as the liaison 
man and the spokt sman of the team when in contact 
with tiK* kxal associations, and most importantly his 
establishing a working relatiunbhtp with the Press 
As a result the captain is allowed to concentrate on 
c ncketing and strategic issueb Let me sav Hut 1 est 
match management toi tilt !>enes against Australu 
was practicattv nonexistent There was no com 
munu ation between tlie manager and the tnedu As 
a result, 1V viewers, radio to teners and the readers 
were depiivt d of necessary information at times 
liwrt was no intunatKm in the case of mjunes or 


last-minute withdrawals For example, Kapifs con¬ 
tinued absence was not danfied tdl Ute on the 
second afternoon Chetan Sharma’s and Hinny's 
withdrawals were met w ilh evasive answers even 
though the players had bet n known to havt 
withdrawn i think the best cricket manager we 
have had has been Raj Sinjdi At Lord s e\ en cm the 
coldest of days he would nukt several trips to the 
Press and commentary boxes 

L P SAHl Tbt 7e/egrap/i Ik managei istheie 
to look after the comfort of the players in general 
Hut 1 ft el tlut Ik should also be atound to keep the 
media supplied with the latest mfoimatron required 
in ordc i to scotch all spi c ulatron At Dt Ihi whe n 
Chetan Sharma limped oft Hit fu Id I went to 
Prasanna to sc c k a c laritic ation on w ht llier it was a 
muscle pull ‘ Back problem hii na^ lit isktdmc I 
mean he didn t know* 1 lu 11 wi u casts of doubtful 
htness in Bombaj loo but Hu u was no woid till 
late from Prasanna alxiut it it all In tins cuniK < tion 
Rdj Singh did an c XI elU nt job in Pakistan m 1981 
Venkat wasfairlv tompt lent inShaiiah last vtar 
tcK) A manager shouldcompulsonh he in the Press 
box 15 mmutc's after the i kisi of c aih dav s pla\ 

But It seems that managers tor hoim series are 
more com tmed about play ers r omplimcntarv tick 
ets and distributing the m' R ii Smjdi is easily the 
bestof the nwnagcis Wt biv* in liidw 


bourn(cl orur thin clis 
I ip))t licit lx voikI tin piIV 
I irik IK I 1 lom II to ) > 111 
I lluit lulls lull /(xbrir 
kkI I It oil VI irsli short It g 
I cililittl Ibt 111)h priest in 
I (|iii( I Ktniii II1 III 

I cv iiult I sell It llu y 
llioiiilit I liiTi ulun tlic\ 
slot (I llu It (III lilt liter 
noon >1 1 Oilohet ill 
CM (I ii'uil n limi IS 
(i i\ isk It tor k lit Ills t i|) 
li'iii It til up i| his bn 
alie i(l\ ilott md liniit il to 
w 111 llu pivilun Mt in 
while the 1 kIiiiiii thun 
tie 11 il 

Sb isiii tiiini (I jiliHleli I n 
the hiitoe s lit sKiwed 
elimnbtlnt >.ituncU his 
iilty mil ippe tied t< lx 
till ions il Ills eintuty is 
he III lied it I liidnt got 
j tint t It almost tw > \i its 

Hill IS wh4t ho^K* d nil 
d iven he onlissid thie 
1 1 khastrib^ts will It 
Turn in IM^iic Ktid 
o\(r the vt$( At dropped it 
a httlc OutiKiD the leg 


Gavaskar couldn't ba bothofed by mare decibel power 



Uiin sill 111 turned to 
lit I in II wilt elxst on 
we 111 I Ml n bis km t nrl 1 
be \t(l I lie lull bit the H 
Il llu Mil I I uHiiti c 
riitril Iniiiit 1 ii tlx top 
mo ! I lilt' 1 the W ink 

lit (It SI idiiiin o\ I r long 
(IMS sh( ildei Ht went on 

I) bit i\ III ill 

Hull w IS tilt Vcngsai 
kit eentuiy I am sorry I 
lint exhiusicd the super 
1 tin t s ind iht M n sh 
hundi t d But some thing 
cist nude an impression on 
me diitinj, tin lest Iheie 
w IS this p 11 titular ball from 
Keid I) It 8* in to 
<>i\iskai ■> U 1' in 
Bowled shoil It tost 
(lavaskar made eontact 
above his head Marsh at 
shoii leg waited expectant 
Iv 1 ht h ill dropped but did 
not gti lit vond the box of 
the crease It tiy motion 
less within two teet of 
Gavaskar Genius would 
you sav’ 

Mudar Pathmiim , Bambuf 
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BOMBAYMAN’S TEST! 

All pictures of the Bombay Test by 

Nikhil 

Bhattacharya 
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SHASTRl REFUSES TO ACCEPT 
THE GARLAND FROM AN 
ENTHUSIAST. SHASTRl RUNS A 
LEG BYE AND REMAINS ON 98. THE i 
REJECTED INTRUDER APPEARS 
TO LOOKING TOWARDS THE j 

SQUARE-LEG UMPIRE FOR MORAL j 







A RARE SIGHT AT TEST GROUNDS 
THESE DAYS. BY THE LAST DAY 
THE PITCH WAS TAKING 
REASONABLE TURN. MUCH OF THE 
LAST INNINGS OP THE MATCH 
REVOLVED AROUND THE INDIAN 
SPINNERS AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
BATSMEN. IN THE ABOVE 
PICTURE, JONES PREPARES A 
DEAD BAT. 


ON A SLOW TURNER YOU ARE 
BOUND TO HAVE CLOSE BAT-PAD 
DECISIONS. SOON YOU COULD 
HAVE AN UMPIRING 
CONTROVERSY ON YOUR HANDS 
WITH TEMPERS FRAYING. TAKE 
THE PHOTOGRAPH BELOW FOR 
EXAMPLE. IT’S A FAIRLY 
CONFIDENT APPEAL AGAINST 
JONES FOR A CATCH BEHIND OFF 
MANINDER SINGH. 



r 


1 


PiOTS Feature 






IS THE UMPIRE OIVINO KAPIL DEV 
OUT? OR IS HE MERELY 
REQUESTING HIM TO TAKE AT 
LEAST ONE WICKET IN THE 
SERIES? CRITICS SUGGESTED 
THAT KAPIL DEV COULD HAVE 
BEEN COVERING UP AN INJURY 
DURING THE SERIES. HE WALKED 


OFF DURING TE FIRST INNINGS OF 
THE BOMBAY TEST ON THE 
GROUNDS OF A STIFF BACK EARLY 
ON. ONE OF THE SELECTORS 
POINTED OUT THAT KAPIL OUGHT 
TO HAVE SOUNDED THEM OUT 
ABOU T ms POSSIBLE LACK OF 
FITMESS. 



THE STORM 
BLOWS OVER 

Sandeep Patil announced his 
retuement from first-class cricket 
a couple of months ago. Rahul 
Chan^warkar dropped in at his 
residence and was treated to a 
regaling conversation 


<</^AN M)u tomt (umor 
V^row it iinht m the 
rnominfi'' It is An.inth Ch i 
turdashi (immcistun ettt 
nwiny ot I ord Gintsh) and 
since there is goinR tn be 
quite a rush in the evening 
1 won t b( able to piVi vou 
too much time said Sin 
deep Fatil on the phont 1 
had met him OIKe before n 
Pune in eirl\ lebruirv 
86 Ihit wis just betoie 
he wis re c ilk d loi the 
1 upland tour this sumnie i 
Now I was (toinv le meet 
hun alter he hid inn unit el 
his retire mint hon lest 
and first elas eneket 
Rel ixe d in his white km 
ta p\ 1 im i outfi he 
ushe red me m with i smile 
/loot e h il til in M ii ithi 
(Dont bother ibout voji 
sheas \ou can come m ) 

He foie I could isk mv 
fiist question he smiled 
knowiHKlv With the smdc 
slowlv disappi irm^ trom 
his espressoe (lee he 
said it (the letirem nt) 
w IS no means in o\ti 
niplt (iteision 1 w is think 
mfj bout It tor the last two 
veirs look when you 
have been plaviiif, cricket 
for the last Id e r IS \t us 
vou just cannot decide on 
one fine day thit \ou want 
to hang) our bouts It take s 
time to make such a big 
decision Fhere were cti 
tain reasons of course 
which I will come to later 
In fact everybody knows 


these reasons by now 
Aftei they had dropped 
me from the Delhi Test 
against Dowers team it 
was dearly indicated that 
they were not happy with 
me All the rules applied 
only to me not to the other 
meinbeis of the team 1 
was ilwiys in avenge fiel 
der 1 used to win matches 
on the strength of my bat 
tuig ability nut fielding But 
they ilways nagged me ab 
out mv fielding Before our 
leur of I ngland this sum 
me I iiid liter the Binga 
lore (itiie S '-1 amp they told 
me (hit if thev went bv 
eoiih (jiiichann Singhs 
11 poi t 1 w isii t fit to go to 
Fnglind The reason 
lie mg—^mv poor throw' 

If V >u iioticeKi in the first 
two one day games agamst 
the Aussie s at Jaipur and 
Snnagir two runs were 
comfortably being taken off 
very good fielders too be 
e luse this does happen in 
one d ly games But they 
used to get the knives out 
onlv when I was fieldmg 
1 had enough of this 
nonsense and decided to 
quit I had discussed the 
problem with my parents 
mv wife Deepa and even 
with bum! Gavasks' and 
close finend Milmd Rege 
So en route to Gwahor to 
play the three day fixture 
against the tourists I had 
akeady made up my nund I 
knew the Gwabor match 




was going to be my last 
first-^ss game. As the 
wicket was great, 1 decided 
to hit a l^dred before 
lunch, merely to please my¬ 
self and nobody in particu¬ 
lar. I got 64 instead pd 
later announced my retire¬ 
ment. 

“I do not blame the 
selectors nor my captain 
about my retirement. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my 29 
Test match career. In fact, 
I am lucky to have played 
these many Tests. Some 
young and talented players 
don't even get a single Test 
to prove themselves! On an 
afterthought 1 am really 
very happy to have retted 
on a satisfactory note. 

“I would have been much 
happier, but pratek kachya 
nashibat kahina kahi Uiar 
leia asta (everybody’s fete 
IS pre-determmed) and I 
accept mine. Basically 1 am 
not a fighter, like Madan 
Lai or Jimmy Amamath, 
who have made repeated 
comebacks. It speaks for 
their gnt and determina¬ 
tion. After I was dropped in 
the Delhi Test and there 
was this long two year gap 
m my international career, I 
almost gave up until they 
chose me for the English 
tour. Maja swabhavacb 
tasa nahi aahe (I just don’t 
have that kind of a deter¬ 
mined resolution.) I am 
basically a happy-go-lucky 
guy. 

“I have had a very lucky 
30 years so far. I have 
acted in a film, made a 
music cassette, modeUed 
regularly, am running a 
small business, enioy my 
work at Nirlons, edit a 
sports magazine etc. 1 am 
among those who believe 
that man shouldn't restrict 
himself to ai.y one field and 
that he should try his hand 
at ail the varied fields possi¬ 
ble. 1 just finished 30 years 
on August 18 this year, so I 
am stiB young by cricketing 
standards. But age alone 
shouldn’t be the criterion. 
MentaDy if you are not up 
to it, thie sportsman should 
quit. 


MY FASTEST FIVE 

MY FIVE BEST | 

BOWLERS 

BATSMEN 

1. Jeff Thomson. 

1. Gavaskar 

2. Mtdeobn Marshall. 

2. G. Vishwanath 

3. Rodney Hogg. 

3. M. Amamath. 

4. Len Pascoe. 

4. D. Vengsarkar. 

5. Imran Khan. 

5. Greg Chappefl 

MY FIVE MOST 

MYRVE8EST 

RESPECTED 

FAST BOWLERS 

PLAYERS 

1. Dennis Lillee. 

1. A. Mankad. 

2. Richard Hadlee. 

2. S. Gavaskar. 

3. Ian Botham. 

3. G.R. Vishwanath. 

4. Kapil Dev 

4. Madan Lai. 

5. bnian Khaa 

5. M. Amamath and Ajit 
Wadekar. 

MY FIVE BEST 

MY FIVE BEST 

SPINNERS 

FIELDERS 

1. Bishen Bedi. 

1. Ekky Solkar. 

2. Maninder Singh. 

2. Derek RandaU. 

3. S. Venkataraj^van. 

3. David Gower. 

4. P. Shivaikar ‘ 

4. M. Azharuddin. 

5, J. Emburey 

5. Tiger Pataudi. 


MY FIVE GREATEST INNINGS 

1.100 against Karnataka at Bangalore in 1982-83, 
when Bombay lost to the home team ‘on the worst 
possible track’. 

2.174 versus Austrafia at Adelaide, 1980-81. 

3.129 not out against England at Old TraKord m 1982. 

4.100 against Tamil Nadu in the Raqji quarter final at 
Wankiiede Stadium in 1984. 

5. 51 versus Pakistan in a one-day game at Jaipur in 
1983-84. 

MY FIVE GREATEST MATCHES 

1. World Cup, 1983. 

2.1979 Wills Trophy final, Bombay versus Delhi at 
Bombay. 

3. Bombay versus Haryana, 1984, semi-finals, Ranji 
Trophy. We were down on the first innings and 
eventually won by 8 wickets. 

4. Asia Cup final this yeanCMia ki daad se slarma 
gsye’l 

5. Adelaide Test in Australia, when 1 scored 174. We 
saved that match in the last 20 mandatory overs, with 
one wicket to go! 

FIVE GREATEST INNINGS SEEN 

“/ don't usually watch too many cricket matches to be 
very hrwk" 

1) Kapil Dev's 175 not out against Zimbabwe in the 
1983 World Cup. 

2) Gavaskar's 100 at Delhi against the West Indies in 

1983. 

3) G. Vishwanath's caitury at Melbourne in 1981. 

4) V^igsarkar’s seomd ton at L^ds this summer. 
5> Gri!% phappell’s 200 in the first Test at Syfiiey in 
1981 «®ainst Incfia 


“1 am extrciiK lv loyal 1 
the game, my tt i -n and m\ i 
country. I did lun want ; 
keep playing just becaust j 
there were many Test'- , 
coming up. Peopk- felt 
or still Icel—that 1 ought to 
have staved inv retire¬ 
ment. That way 1 would 
have been doing grave in 
justice to die game. 1 jusi 
wasn’t feeling satisfied up 
here (pomts to his head), 
so where was the point of 
persisting? 

“Sportsmanship manje 
kay? (What is sports¬ 
manship?) You must be 
able to accept defeat with a 
smile. I have always done 
so, whenever I was down 
or nut. Retirement is also a 
part of this; 1 am not at all 
bitter about it. 

“Injustice is meted out 
against everybody in every 
walk of life. Whether you 
are standuig at the bus stop 
or in the ticket queue for a 
movie, at the college or at 
the office but this doesn’t 
mean that a man should get 
discouraged. The best way 
would be to forget about it 
and go ahead with a smile.” 


P ATIL has always been 
one for jokes, wisec¬ 
racks and practical pranks. 
In fact, he has built up quite 
a reputation m cricketing 
circles. I asked him to na¬ 
rrate a few of these inci¬ 
dents. He smiled made a 
big fuss, then said, 'Mala 
the ata lagech athwat nahit’ 
(1 cannot remember them 
at this instance, as they are 
so many ot them). In fact, 
they are so manv of them 
that 1 could write a book 
easily!" 

He eventually conceded 
to my needling requests. 
He said. "My favounle 
targets for pranks were 
Dilip Doshi, Vashpal Shar- 
ma. and Balwindcr Sandhu. 
We were on an Indian Air¬ 
lines flight to some place. 
Yashpa) wa.s sitting way 
ahead. 1 was at the back. 
Yashpiil is a strict vegeta¬ 
rian. I called the air-hostess 
and told her to go up to 
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Ya&hpal and tell hon that 
there was no veKetarun 
diet on board and that he 
would have to eat non 
vegetarian food Yashpal is 
a hot headtd man so sou 
can imagine his ingtr a 
being told that tin n \s )'< m 
food for h*rn on tli« lijtif 
He find thi ho (t md 
charged inti ilu i|i'mis 
coekpit bur‘ iii « tf uge*' 

1 apologi <el r 

Anotlu 1 V J losed to 
tta^e liilip Doshi 
Oilip V, IS ver> sport 
mg 1 to travel over 
s( I Mtli only one bat' On 
till loui ot Australia and 
\ w /it*aland in 1980 81 
w< we‘re playing lasmania 
I at Hobart and bats were 
tieing autographed by us 
Indians 1 pickt d up Dihp s 
bat and we all sifpi^d on it* 
"Dilip (Doshi) was not 
aware of this and when his 
turn came to go in he left 
with his bit It was emly as 
he was taking guard from 
tlie umpire that he saw all 
those signatures embla 
zoned aetoss hi> bit fie 
was wild and iieated quite 
a row at the wicktt itself 
much to the amusement ot 
the umpire s ind *1 asmanian 
fielde rs' LaU*r in the day 
he se raped ail the signa 
tures oH the bat 1 pine heKl 
his bat once again and we 
all signed across it lie was 
so aiigrv this time tiiat he 
made an offieui complaint' 
Dll these foieign tours 
Sunil and nivsell used to 
wear homfying masks that 
Sunil iiad got hold of He 
usi'd to kiHKk at the doors 
of joumabsts at inidiught 
‘I rememliei another ui 
(ident involving Yashpal 
Shatma m Pakistan He had 
be'en eagcriv awaituig his 
wde s visit from India At 
let Mrs Sharma had joined 
the touring pint 1 m 
struete'd the telephone 
operator at the hotel to 
keep ringing \ashpals 
room for two hours each 
night Mr and Mrs \ashpal 
Sharma did not thmk much 
of this prank of mine' 
Another Incident in 
tfoived J»wv Singh the 


They always nagged me about my 
fieldmg. Before our tour of England 
this summer and after the Bangalore 
fitness camp, they told me that if 
they went by coach Gurcharan 
Singh’s report, I wasn’t fit to go to 
England! 


MY FIVE GREATEST MOMENTS 

1 My first lc»>t cap ui 1979 

2 My first Test century m 1981 (174 against the 
Aussies, Down Under') 

3 My first Test wicket—the victim was Dennis LiBee 
m 1981 

4 The World Cup vTctorv in 1981 

5 The Lords victeay m 198b 

MY FIVE MOST AGONISING 
MOMENTS 

1 The Bombay-Delhi match at tlie Wankhede Stadium 
m 1979, where we lost bv 18 runs due to my homble 
shot after having nude 145 

2 The 1980 81 head floury in Sydney, 1980-81 

3 The shoulder ugmy m Pakistan in 1982 

4. On being dropped the Delhi Test against David 
Gower's «de, 1984-85 

5. Not selected for two Australia tours, one Sbh Lanka 
tour and the Asia Ciqi in 1984 


radio commentator He had 
come on this tour with his 
wife I thought of sending 
up a ladv masseur to Jas 
dev s room Visualise the 
scene for yourself Jasdev 
bingh relaxing with lus wife 
and a ladv masseur coming 
ui asking him it he wanted a 
massage' 

its great fun teasing 
young players on tour 
Youngsters get earned 
away bv the fan Mowing 
especially if it is from girls’ 
I used to ask some girls to 
nng up boys like Siva and 
eitliers and watch the fun 
The youngsters used te 
dress up and conn racing 
down into the hotel lobby 
Only to find nobody waiting 
for them' I used to ask the 
girls to nng up igiin 
I best youngsftis would 
come racing clown but find 
nobodv Ihtie I itei when 
the entire learn would get 
together 1 wouk annoum e 
this p'ank mill h to the 
amusement of CiCiyorie 
except ot Kursit the 
embamssed youngstci' 

It w IS Siy 1 s fii it P ikis 
tan tour in 19«^ st I i mg 
up vjving thit our iiiuiigci 
1* lie hsingti K u tj ickw id 
w mted to Si ( Inin urge iitly 
in his room Siy i i in up tr 
the iiutugci torn only 
to b( scolded toi hiyiiig 
disturbed him' 

I hi (ihulim Park II m 
cidcnt is even luniucr Wc 
had beaten Senith /one it 
Jamshedpur and welt going 
to proceed to Cuttack lor 
the Duleep tinil igeinst 
North Amt the next diy It 
was 2 am and tyervbndy 
was asleep I tang up Cihu 
lam Parkar and in oui man 
ager Kaka Dtsais voice 
said in (lUjdiati Listen 
Ghulam 1 am leaving for 
Jamshedpur early in tlie 
morning so could you 
please tome to m\ loemi 
and collect voui allowance 
money (ihalam rated up 
to Kak i Desii s room rang 
the bell only to be severely 
scolded for disturbing his 
(Desai s) sleep in the mid 
die of the night' tclaled 
Patil 
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; He was bom 80 years too late 

Raju Miikherji pays tribute to Sandeep Patil 


S OMP tncktlers are rt 
membirtd more for 
their rate lailurts than for 
I their glorious perform 
amts SandeepFalil much 
to mv tonstenntion is one 
such How fickle is our 
me mory' W is he not the 
Spartdc us wild liberate d us 
horn the thioes of Iillet 
j ind Past 01 at Perth^ Did 
he nut nuke mincemeat of 
I Bob Willis’' \nd when he 
I launched his square attack 
on Imrin Kb in was there 
inibods who questioned 
his abilit\ ind attitude ’’ 
ActualK l^itii was bom 
eight V \c irs too late His is 
tin It fn shing be iring of a 
bygone igt [ndiess mm 
ncr irid speech he is 
su i\ I sophistic lie d cul 
I tuicd Blicn he s|h iks ir 
wi itc s he doc s so with 
ic m irkablc i inclour and 
h IS the c our igt to st ind by 
hi*- opinions No i mtour 
No giicvinec No petty 
hick biting 

Such I tr line of mmd is 
I the goil ot e\er\ Karma 
yogi but untoitunatcly in 
the pic sc lit spoits environ 
incut It IS thought to singify 
1 1 ick e t imbition lie cause 
he 111 \< i swoit It w IS Slid 
thit he li ked lullei in 
sti net He aiise he would 
IK t to ip to chi It It was 
U It tint lit w IS 1 misfit in 
the modem ci i of encket 
game snianship 
Tliankfully till the c nd of 
his intke t e aie e i he made 
not till -ill J lit St ellort to 
change his iiersonahlv m 
ordti to pie isc others 
While men(/lt<-sei quility 
were politickmg he htlel 
I his he ad high When people 
I weu it hi ket lit It 
I finned lioni lUing the 
stii 

il anything he wa‘ the 
j Che (rueviia of Indian 
encket His life too repre 
I seiited i (lerpetual struggle 


for causes He flashed for a 
bnef while but that wis 
enough to cause i flutter 
among the me n and events 


around him He was all 
aetion No excuses No 
false bnyado In him the 
youth saw the bnllianee of 


manhood the elderly the 
flambovanee of youth I he 
fusion of the two led to a 
life full of variety Those 
who tned to turn him mlo a 
celluloid hero realised that 
he was there only to bum 
his nervous energy Those 
who asked him to model 
found that it was meiely a 
diversion for him 

He belonged to 

ene ket e ver smee he learnt 
the rudime nl at the feet of 
those honemit d men of Shi 
v<t)i Park Gymkhana And 
to encket his seivite was 
as devoted as it was self 
less Was he not the person 
who financed foreign tnps 
for talented voung cnekt 
ters' Was ht not the ptr 
son who in-<tituted a 
coaching clinit'’ Was he not 
among the first to organise 
benefit matches for needy 
players' 

It is indeed ironical that a 
man whose approac h never 
suggested a bias for stalls 
ties should have as lespect 
able an average as 15 plus 
with 5 centunts 

As the years unfolded 
so did his bnllianct Neith 
tr crude forte nor arro 
ganct marked his cxecu 
tion His power came from 
the aesthebc quality of tim 
ing A languid elegance 
gave him a style his very 
own Unfortunately he 
was the target of jealousy 
among the nunnows who 
hid bchmd the guise of play 
trs officials and critics 

He retired without re 
grets at a time when play 
mg encket meant a sub 
‘tantidl purse He left after 
an mnings whkh confinned 
that he was still as bnlliant 
as any Not often do we 
find a man saenfinng fame 
and fortune More impeir 
tant he bade farewell whem 
people asked ‘Why' In 
stead of Why not' 


^ -..-J— ^ 



He never swore They said he 
lacked the killer instinct This was 
primarily because he would not 
stoop to cheat It was felt that he 
was a misfit in the modern era of 
cricket gamesmanship And, 
thankfully, till the end of his career, 
he never made the slightest effort 
to change his personality to please 
others 
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If I were Botham 


E. J. Brack w elcomes back the great 
allroundcr with some sound advice 



T HFSE are the thoughts of a 
hopelessly incurable Bothamaholic 
on the eve of the great man’s return to 
cnckeiing a( tion Fhey represent the 
fteluigs of someone who will once 
mort peruse with pleasurable antiapa 
tion the sports pages of the newspap¬ 
ers but who will not be able to stop 
himself also casting an appichensive 
eve on the news pages in case tiiere 
are ytt more Bothamesque extracur 
ncuiar aclivitit s of a disreputable na 
turt to bt reported 
A gieat careei is faiily and squarely 
on the line 1 his is what 1 would do if I 
weit Ian Botham 
11 1 wtu Ian Botham 1 would 
realise that 1 had a God given gift for 
pliving cricket a talent so 
monumental as to be accorded to a 
very fortunate few 
If I weie fan Botham I would also 
realise that 1 was making a very good 
job of squandt rmg mv precious abilitv 
and that I was showing scant regard 
for the 1 ngiish iticketing public who 
ui total contrast to the cnckcting 
cstiblishmcnt had always stood firm 
Iv b> me 

11 1 wcic Ian Botham 1 would stop 
buving newspapers stop reading 
ni wsp ipti s stop talking to newspap 
CIS stop wtitmg tor newspapers stop 
giving ncwspapeis cheip copv to 
cncket s dctiimciV and stop display 
ing rveiv sign ot having a pcisecution 
complex about the media 
It I wett Ian Botham 1 would forget 
drugs lotalK utterh and completelv 
II I Wife Ian Botham, I would take a 
good look at Viv Richards and his 
West Indians whom I profess to 
adnurc so much and weigh carefully 
how much Ihcir consistent success 
owes to natural ability and how much 
It owes to dedication disnpline and 
sheet haid work 

III were Ian Botham 1 would think 
of the < mketer who staged a one man 
takeover of the Jubilee Test in Bom 
bav in 1480 and compare him with the 
me dia faU guv who has spent two 
months of 1980 on the sidelines 
U 1 were Ian Botham 1 would be > 
^ giatcful that at JU vears of age I was 
“ still voung enougli given some self ‘ 
5^ discipline and a decent attitude to 
J recapture all my former glories 
« If I w ere Ian Botham, 1 would aim to 










lose d stone in weight bciome a 
swing bow lei again ehnunate the 
lung hop as mv stock ball doniinitc 
the coming senes against Australia 
score future centuries igiinst West 
Indies and be the first man to take 5(M) 
Test witkets and score lU 0(HI lest 
runs 

But of course 1 ini not Ian 
Botham lamonlv inure moitalwho 
would gladl\ gi\e 10 tears of m\ lift to 
possess just n fiaction of the grcit 
allrounders awesome nilunl tilent 

Come to think of it I w ould w illinglv 
sacnfiee these self same H) \iais lust 
to know that the idvuc offend in tins 
article would be accepted ind uled 


upon 

Ciuket as they saj is a tunn\ old 
game It has also been a bonng old 
game these list two Bothamiess 
months His absence has onK sertid 
to illustiatc how sinfulK wt took him 
for granted before In shoit ciicket 
without Botliam is i bit like life 
without entket 

Heroe s like Ian Botluni come ilong 
onlv one c in a lifetime I ik» ofte n the\ 
plat fast iiid loose with then inborn 
skills and end up departing then 
scenes of triumph tragu illv pie 
mitureb leaving in their wskt dis 
ippointed supporters who can onlv 
think wistfully of what was ind whit 


might hive luen 

Hoihitn s It cc III esc ip 
thit he his his fingti lii 
selfdcstruct button with 
mcitst of pushes it quire d 
ate glittering (lukct caictt Don* I 
It Ian'Ciickct needs vou aiulmvou 
he lit of hearts you must km h tint 
vou need ciicket just as mmh 

It 1 were I in Botham I would n 
to tlu conclusion tliat 1 hid i lot i 
piove md tint it was time to it 
pioving It 

J would dtiidt that life in cricket j 
begins It JO ind in the inunitible 
pail nice of our tr ins itlintic cousins I 
would (lo loi It' I 
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‘Laid- back’ Man of Action 

Katie Sheward questions a hackneyed adjective 


I llAVI be cII told thIt I nevn tiiiii i 
hair donl know how to huiry 
and thit it is ikccssitv to drep i 
bomb behind me lo si iil me ft All 
this was news tc iiit it the linu 
though It must hi it Ic ist piith tiuc 
No one howc vc i h is t yet i I'k d nu 
1 lid back Hid in\oiic d< lu o J 
would ha\t been vtiy tioss iiuKccl 
Hus nnke*- nu wondti how Dnid 
(lOWti feels about the libie whi h 
seems to be pcrmiiicntly ittiched li 
bun I'ethipshe docsnl mind Ivniit 
he does there is vny little he can do 
about It 

Some new wo'ds like miciiKhip or 
autoicKus are icceptibk it omc but 
others art apt to be imprecise md 
unreliable 1 thouglit I would itteinpl 
to find out whit the wiiters wlio use 
laid back wtic saying lo me I iid 
belongs of course to the c \tj loidin 
ar> verb to lay tJm canliv soininy 
things from m egg to mtonnalion 
One can lay down lay oil liy out lay 
into 01 almut (nasty th,i ) but not 
back (I idmil mv di< tioiiitv is getting 
old ) One can Ju bick but to lie is i 
different verb iltogethir ind has no 
connection with laid Some bntsinen 
legrettably are laid ba< k by i bouncer 
but how can anyone be laid back bv 
hunseff on a eniket field—or any 
where else tor that m iltc r not tern 
poianiy but all the tune-* Hay id (lOwer 
tan It seems yet no one lias faced 
West Indian howling more 
courageously than he 
Are the journalists who use the 
desenpuon uncertain whtt liid back 
means'’ Can it be they an a little 


tnghtentd ol saving what they think'’ 
Wbit irc they living to tell me about 
(lOWti'* Is he iinixiturb iblc •’ Notliing 
wlong VI nil that is it would t mbit him 
to go m lo b it at 0 lor 2 and quit tly si t 
iboul miking luns I ncommittccl un 
involved um iring’’ All i little diiigci 
ous So much bttUr lo sin with 
hid hick \flcr ill cvciylKKly knows 
lie his been hid back for vc irs t\tn 
when sinking sives and louis It is ill 
done so nonchdhntiv vtn hid buk 
Om biave soul suggested quite 
s'liiply that he was loo met tt be i 



Gower still In his twsntiss—fust 


pood (iptiin I lunspuuig jitrhip j 
Ilicie iiivc been dIV when his bit I 
ling hi be I n tin most inspiring Hung , 
tc witch his tiokcphv 1 |ov In I 
siKctiiiihi 1 doubt wluthct then 1 
lit ininv people will do not give him 
1 stiond ghiue is he It itls his mm 
out 1 iiiguul \li pel hip's so \s with 
the lion pis ml which theV ill pioudlv | 
wt II ontliiirswe ilcis ilicit iic loiij, 
‘■jit 11s vv nil no sign ol li c nj tli spe c d 
1)1 tlu ibililv Ic till t (If he ide pted 
the I un))iiit iiid ili v ill omc on in 
white kil t the scuind >1 I ii|ii])es 
thev iiuglp liighlin the \uliihui I 
but 1 don t iliink o ) , 

lilt It III 111 )sc who he III VI he is ' 
jusl t K) vvi il I gc I the lit St III ( I Ills 
jihver md cmmindtiiiii I v iit\ It 
IS tiiic th)l liter some exhihiiting 
vicloiii lu ind Ills Clew i ollict 
btfori them wcic sunk in llie t ml) 
be in then 111 '() f ith >111 down is 

lu Slid him ell lliiwevii tluv ill i 
esenxd md utuiiii I i u mi 
und united md pit piied lo li, lit igmi 
Duting tht w 11 nun vvhi w if sjmt 
dowi II hipwrtckcd md went on 
fighting welt held in liiili < sic cm 
Ihis wts 1 git It me lev foi without 
them Fnglmil would tiiyei hivt siii 
vivc d to pi IV 11 u k( I igam 1 he N i/is 
did Ilf t phy III kit 

1 un still not sure wliil is nu iiit by 
laid buk ind I shill hivt lo settle 
for the gud oldtihiomd I nglisli 
expiesc-ion e t v going 

(if)wtris till in his t we 111 It s just 
Peisonally I would Iwyt thought then 
were tasur ways of going through 
life 


Widwi Cnckel Monthly 



D^pite the medal 
shining in your living 
room, the obvious 
question is: can you place 
an Olympt medal next to 
it in two ^ars’ time? 


Dear JJsha 

of all. U’t me congratulate you on your tremendous performance in Seoul 
^ though you couldn’t manage six gold medals out of six, your performance was 
flu onl\ facesai er for India And me ^ I’m just proud that I was there in person to 
i( ah h \<>u stride to glory 

that It's all over and the festivites at home are also receding I suppose 
\ou rv sitting down to some serious thinking about the future After all, in justtwo 
seat- time at the Olympics you’ll be lining up against the world’s best runners at 
tfu same stadium And as you’ll be the first to admit, things are going to be a whole 
lot tougher than last month 

It IS u ith thrs ven thought embedded in my mind that I’ve sat down to pen my 
thoughts to you It's a liberty which I dare take only because of the friendship we 
share M\ only retfuest is don’t take anything amiss If you do, please put it down 
to m\ journalistic quirks 

To oegui u'lth.I’d like to know how you plan on preparing for the 1988 Olympic 
< farms After all that is, what you’ve been aspinng for all these years Admitted, 
the Asian (iame,s was a major point in your athletics career, but even as you went to 
Seoul sou Hvn* confident that there would be hardly any competition in your pet 
11 erit the 400m hurdles Now that the race is run and the medal is shining in your 
to trig room, the obvious question on your mind is whether you can place an 
Oh rnpu medal next to it in two years’ time Well, maybe it would interest you to 
Kmni that a lot of Indians, me foremost, are thinking on ike same lines 
I k non s ou plan, along with your ccxich O M Nambiar (who I’m sure would be 
hapjm r if referred to him as “Saar”), to concentrate solely on the400m hurdles 
from tiou on It is admirable that you selflessly exerted yourself to run so many 
rods for the sole purpose of boosting the Indian medal tally, hut nou the time for 
oH ‘hut is over 

It ' non time to get clown to some serious thinking about whether you can return 
from Seoul tn 1988 with the medal that the whole country is waiting for 
rii" fir st thing sou have to aei ept is that you’ll be facing much tougher 
competition this time around After all. the event was included in tlw Olympic 
proguimmv for the first time at Los Angeles Also, you were running the race 
(onifH'titnvly for the first time Well, almost You've improved wur time 
considerably, but I'm .sure the rest of the world has also done the.same And if the 







EastBIoi ovtrcome their politual hangups ittgoingtobi (nn tougher to win 
Utha I personally feel (and I knou / sfnah for a lot of my lountrymen) that its 
tirni you decided on hou you an going to appt on< h this Dlvniptt, medal Itsall 
i pry mil to say that you aieahomi brtd inampinn but is that enough to put you 
on th( hightst stcpofthi u mmrs podium^ Do you truly fnl that you an going to 
biatthi bestifyouiontinuf tiaimnf tin uay you aluays han so far^ And most 
important how mm h do you think you can improve betu ten nou and 1988^ 

You halt to adept that thin isnotomptUtion for you hire in India Hou can 
you hopt to improve by running against the i lot hall the tinu ^ 1 m sun a 
u orld class athlete like you u ould In Iht first om to admit that running against 
lompi titum and running against a stopii ati h an polt s apart 7 ht only u ay you 
can run against equals is if you train abroad 
I knou this point has bitti thwu n at you pretty ofUn but at this stage of your 
career itassurnisprinu imporfann It mav fust bi tht rielit timi for you to adept 
the scholarship offer from tht Untbd Stabs ofAmirua and spend the bittir part of 
the next tuoyiars pn paring for the Si out Olyinpits That uay you ll git to tram 
u ith somi of the best runners in thi u orld you ll also bom fit from tht lati st 
training methods 

I m pn tty sun Nambiar soar u on t mind mi aying that hi has taught you all 
that hi can Anddoni soierymll if I may add Nou it s timi for you to horn \our 
oun God given talent to an eitnsharpi r idgi undirthi guidatui of sonii of tht 
bist computer aided dm king that is aiailable in the US 

This IS a decision that you and lou aloiu hate to make If vou fill that ti hat you 
hai i hi rc is rnon pticwus and suffii it nt to u in that nitdal you i an stay in India 
But d vou art ept that you halt toimpron iii n further befor i9S‘« thin start 
making plans It all deptnds on hou st nous mu are about that mi da! 

/ / nou hou indebted you ft el to Nanibtar aar for hai trig math \ou u hat you 
an but don t you think it 9 iimt you star tid hink ing about y out si If^ (toing to tin 
United States for training dot s not mian that you ri turnint, \out bai) on somituu 
who has guided vou and nuriured your tali nt Instead vou should look at it as tin 
final polit>h to wheU he mated Something ^hat u til bring him as miuhglory ard 
happiness as it will vou 




As/of the fear of not fitting into thi maehtromof^estun t ulturx I thinh that \ 
all beh nd vou non You ve been to almost every part of the u or Id so thi n should 
bi no diffu ulty in adjusting your lifestyh slightly tf it mt ans that you art going to 
ihow a atfinitf improm mt nt There are a lot of Indian girls just like you u ho hat t 
gone biavtd the huHtle andcomt out winners Look at Soma Dutta Sht sasmuih 
of a home grown lady as you an yet sht adjusttd ptrfeith to lift in ihi US of A 
what I m trying to tt II you is that you art non matui i t nough to dt cidt on u hat 
you want 

I understand your feelingi AbsoluUly I knou you ftil this-^ttp is hi t turning 
your back on someone who has dont so mut h for vou Mut n as I n s/n < t thi bond 
that has developed between the two of you I fit I it u ould Ot btUet foi sfmrt if you 
showed a little more professionalism and thought about fur thi ring your lanir 
What you have to understand is that you an not set t n ng your hnks u ith 
Nambiar saar, you are menly taking u hat hi has gii en you so >,tlfh ssly or d 
preparing yourself for the final shim don n 7 he Olympic s is going to hi thi 
Broadway opening Tht others ueri just stdt shott s along thi trad I hi Olympus 
IS where you ll discover wht ther the toil of tht last four v( nrs has hi t ti u nith it 
Omt again dontthrou it all auay just foi somi sttifimt ntal nason Youan 
anathUte You have a commitment toyoursi If Hojm fully a to nniitnitrit that u ill 
boil to a climax u hen vou kneel dou n and brush your hiiir hm / ont sunny October 
afternoon in Seoul 1988 

Think about it llsha And uhitiyou it ditidid vou onuriti bairtimi 
Maybe tell me u hat you think of this brash U tli t 

Yet regardless of what you dt c idt I uish y ou tin itrybisf W hat is most 
important IS your satisfaction \hhat you u ahtady nti uitd ismoughfor tht rest 
of India to i heer about 


> ours most sinctrely 
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On llie IMway To Perfection 


IT S embarrassing I mean enou^is 
lenoui^ Such indulgence is per 
verse Yet try as you might, you just 
cant keep him out Of your life and 
this magazint 

We ve criticised him eulogised him 
written his tenms epitaph slandered 
him as a human being were amused 
by hib romance and observed him as a 
father But it seems that still amt 
enough 

ills personality talent being are 
unstup^ble And we re obliged to sit 
and watch ind emote and welcome 
\outojolin Patrick McEnroe the new 
era A serial in many despainngh 
convincing U 

Act I Scent 1 Stratton Mountain 
He dt ceives us with an unsubstantial 
comeback lolt Leaden footed a 
ticTugc Becker whuzes past and vou 
tccl he stilling lor something 

Stem U US Open Refusing to 
I oblige in Iroiit of a home audit ncc he 
I >tills iniserabK is Piul Annaconc 
' humblts him And the kids begin the 
I cnilinc rcfi am \ ou am I good 

(nough Mac 

Bui he v- I performer and just when 
\ourc ibout to e\it ht begins his 
teocativc nionolnguc 

Act 1! Scene I Volvo Open He 
demolishes a rising Fdbtrg I he 
ghmpsfs of inigic irc more than 
spoiadic I he goose pimples start 
I Scene II Irans American Open 
I lunimg on the touch machine he 
I enlists paM Connors and Ldbtig 
I igiin ]he Lvnies are confused I told 
you guve 

Scent III S( otts iaie Open And it s 
a return to gtmus as offender Kevm 
Cunen pavs for his sms at Wimble 
don Mae s back In style 

Three (irand Pnx touinamcnts in a 
row He s iisen with grace fiom num 
be r 21 to numbe r 10 m the Grand I*nx 
points Standing Ihe fans art deh 
nous 

Iht cynics aie rt evaluating He s 
fast On c htness rtgunt Renewing 
his genius 

I ike 1 said you t m t kt tp him out 

I he come back is m overdi iv c 1 lit 
man is on the freewav to perfection 
agiin 

(An\ odds on his appearance in this 
maga/mc in the next thuc weeksO 







i*^xre *ho« 


in an ^ 





Now, ask me why 





19 years ayo.I was sen! off the 
field for lurning up in dirly v\liile shot's. 

I learnt my lesson that dav vou must 
first look like a sportsman before you 
t an call yourself a s[K)rlsman f 

(.)ka';, s() nuivbe tlx've aie ] 
vviio think it niii ! ii 11| )ot 1 ai il to iooj\ iikc a 
a].)orlsni(Hi, Bill Lisk nny (iedu ateci 
sporisnian and ite'ii lu’v’cr tell you ihal ' 
[■^'(.aiisi' lies as ilailu iiLn alxiut his kit 
and dress as lit' is ationl fiis yanu' 

ITiaf’s wl'is.Io niy minci.il y'oii cate for 
lire yanuy you’ll always i art' about tile 
wav,' s'ou dres-1 toi it riovsTi to tin' List delaiL 

So, tell UK' tlieii. ean youi let leally 
fie I oMipiiete without .1 retiite shot' (.leaner ■' 
(hi (in. ..iS>v •' sni ir 1 sr 11:!! d 



[(('■'I 



Be c\ sportsman, down It) your feel 1 



CHERRY WHITE CLEANER 
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“Aap HMuslani hmi?” 

Ptadeep Paul is confronted by a shy Hindi speaking 
Korean girl and is at an embarrassed loss for words 


T he Koreans jn i 
fier(.e!> proud pi (tpii It 
tsrefleitedintlu ilothis 
they wtdr and tin i its tht \ 
dnve I \<r\llnnK is Kt 
rean Staitiiii,lronit)i 
Pro Spi X s}K)i tswi 11 to 
Inkel t It I troiiK r hIri ti v to 
I)a< wixi tiuomobiK s And 
tiny taki pridi in liu t ict 
that th V III (tpihk of 
btinfi St H utfiiK ni It was 
mtht niiddit oitr\uiRto 
hRurt this out tint I w is 
jolttd out of nu It VI IK bv 
adtmtire Kortan Ritl 
askinRini if I was troni 
India Almost im i hanii ill\ 

I answt r< d tlial 1 w is ind 
thin did idoubk nkt Sht 
had SDokiii to nit in Hindi 
' Aap Hindustani him-' \ 
simpk phnst ilhiKlit hut 
when It 1 omi s itoni i Ko 
leaninSioui voulindit > 
httli ditfu lilt i< lx III M 
I imint di iti K aski d In i 
to su down ind I**! ininuit s 
and a C uki lati r I w is 
evinwiMi iboutUii Ko 
rtinvvaj oflili Hun iit 

pkntv ol vouiiRstiis It tlu 
iiMitiprissiintri who in 
abletoiomi rst in tin 

RuiRisotliit til in tht It 
motlurtonMu Itu-u in 
piopk who w ilk il out 
\vi annK taRS th it in t k I iini 
I spi ik I nislisli Ol 1 s|u ik 
Aidbii but this M IS lilt 
fltst tinii I lifid still 1 1 ifs 
tliat Slid i s|it ik Hindi 
Sun KvioivUiini i 
M ars old Old is i voluiiti 11 
to till S\(i(X lor tlu 
Aaaufianu Hoiniiiti i 
iiiiddli (I iss I iiiiilv in 
St oul sIh his 111 I kill 
tnotliii indtwovoiimii 
sistiis Sht IS itliiid VI II 
Sliuk lit It tlu H lllkllk I Ill 
versitv of hori ign Studies in 
Stool Andslit kntiws Ihn 
di I hat vv I (nuugh to 
maki Iw I I biR tavnunti 
•unit HR till IiK^nptius 


lontinRim loiawhik shi 
I h iltid with IIS m Hindi 
It plvniRin Hindi t vcii it wi 
iski d III r I ((lit stK 11 111 
En^sh It was a i onversa 
Uon that had int. and a few 
of uiUeagut s from the 
non Hindi speaking belt 
searching for the njdit 
words our I u i s red with 
embarrassment 

Ilut how w IS It th It sht 
wliotonus liom i|uoplt 
will III so pioiul of thill 
own dtiuiidt idivnti 
troin till 1)1 ill n ti uk md 
ixplou uliiiit nsion (h It I 
intiu 1 \ nil 11'’ It w IS lilt 
n ult ot 1 liisloiv It ss in 
wluib ri VI ik d to hit tli it 


in am lint Kort inliti tlu 
queen was an Indian 
woman is will is ri{K.atid 
i oriimt nts Ihnt hi lookt d 
virv Indiin Ihi lombina 
tion ot this k d Sun Kyi ong 
to dt V t lop an iffi i lion lot 
Indi 1 th It Ins in hurt d into 
til ill lOiismiiuiRlxind 
W Ink lit t ulinR 111 r i our i 
foT fill tht I studii s iflii 
finislmigsihool slii ik 
tidtdon 1 lorn vt ii toursi 
in Hindi it tlu UniMtsit> of 
h Ol t ign Studii s \ <k (isum 
thitshi h^■.nevll itgiel 
till lod iti 

Vi Ink Unit w IS no It il 
ohji I lion horn 111 I piiinis 
lo’iti divotniRloui vt ns 


to 1 langu igi th it louid 
wtllsti her uniinploved 
for the u St of hi r lili in 
Kona thev in not tiX) 
kit non hi i idt i ol ROiiig to 
Indi I fur a turtlui luuise in 
Hindi As sht put it Mere 
aur bumko 
Bhval bhtjnt kt /iy<“ fvar 
nihib im 1 urlhtr probuig 
ol this I -imi up with lur 
sliviv admiUuig that hi i pa 
It nts wanti d hit (o gi 1 
man ltd liter shi torn 
pltti d 111 11 ourst ind tlu v 
fi It th It going to Indt i 
might Jeive her tot old 
will 11 slit I £ turn 

A light liiaiti d lomniii 1 
th It sill i ould 11 nnk ol m n 



Sun>Ky«ofqi in (wr volunteer uniform 


iving in Indi in sirut sht 
know s till I nigu 1} I In ought 
I thoughtful i xpiisstfiti to 
hntiii lilt niswirwis 
t VI n moil sill prising 
MivIh I III m t thought ol 
111 It Kn win|. 1 < luntiv s 
litiguigi itid Its Instot\ 
wiiIk ul ( (I h vini SI 11 It 
iinbt ttiil \ siUntion 
\\ lu 11 isl i d iboiit 111 1 i y 
lut 1 III II (1 Indi 1 Sun 
Kvt oni s lid sill w( tild lovi 
totomi 1 mv vt nntiv md 

St £ tlu V IIIOUS IllSlt IK ll 

Iindmiik tint shi his 
rt id ilxiul Sint ling out tin 
1 ij M iliil slu w IS VI r\ 
inttristidwhithii it wis 
ill (h It It w IS ni idi out to 
lu As tor wliil slu Iikts 
iluiut tlu (ounfry sht is 
VIiv ngid Tht unity ol 
V iiious < ultuiis and reii 
gions is what sht idnnri s 
Indi I inosi for And then it 
w IS lime toi gixxJ bvts 
I)t tidmg to lr> out somt of 
m\ niwlv iiitmonsid Ko 
ri in I sttxxi ui> ind said 
/dWfii/i but Sun Km ong 
w IS on< su p lilt id Sht 
pl K t d hi r palms logithi i 
ind said in perfc (t Hindi 
Hum phir mifingi 
Namasft 



Cra-Up 


A matter of opinion 



Even as the performers for the closing ceremony were going 
through their last-minute rehearsals, Andy O’Brien and Pradeep 
Paul wandered through the streets of Seoul finding out how the 
Koreans themselves had reacted to the Games The answers they 
got were very revealing—even to the extent that some of the 
people questioned didn t want their names published even in 
faraway India As a matter of fact, two journalists and an university 
student said they would give different answers if printing names 
were mandatory The reason for the poll was not just to determine 
how Koreans had reacted to the Asiad After all, in just two years, 
the world returns to Seoul for the Olympic Games 


THE QUESTIONS 

Has the Asian Games been a success from the Korean point of view'? 

Do you think it was worth all the financial and other resources that were channelled into it*? 

What do you feel is the most lasting impression that a Korean will have about these Games'? 

Who are the people who benefited most from this entire venture ' The athletes the man on 
the street or the politiciars? 

Are you looking fonward to your country hosting the 1988 Olympic Games'? 



HAN SI/JKSifl \ s, II h Hfi, 

1) t ( s I)((I 11) I In 11 11M It 

succc ss fi r Iht K «< in 

2) ((rtiin]v Iht ni rk\ Ihil h nt 
intotfu (riniiihis ils< m i 
beltti it\ flit. }IIIIM\tt hI hctn 
df vil IX (1 ind w.< n w hivt s mjn\ 
Sp< Its lit IS It ust 

J) I vtrt hurt in uill fit ihk It hold 
hts or h( r ’it id Inch iiid knou th il his 
(ountr\ hi ni(\fdont .{tidt hifi,lKi 
in al* Ik Ids 

4) 1 fttit\<i\ K rt in h Is lx. nt flit d 
from thesi (j iriit s It is not lust om 
bunch of pt ipk wht h is dtrived 
benefit hut iht entire tounlrv 

5) \ts Vtivinuth Iht 1988 01ympi 
Oamts will bt t \t n bt 'Ur than thest 
Asian Cl mu s 
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Ci^-Up 



SUNG B\ FON(i I -ua dnver 

U Yt s At le ist from a taxi driver s 
point cif vu w tht Cjdmeti has. been a 
suctc lb Wt \t had more fares’ 

2 ) 1 m not muih of m accountant but I 
do know ihunt sum of monev has 
Konc into 1 l,c t tm^ all the stadi i and 
othcrfiulitics rcadt foi these Games 
While some ol ihi ss are ptnnanent 
fixture s whieh i in be used b> the 
Koi e ms hie 1 sc me of the thinRs arc 
non iciountiblt lor liter these 
(jinics ire o\tr 

1 ) I lie inendlinessot allthe people 
who Msited Koie i All the people 
ithletesoi otheis—hive qivenusa 
eh 11 ice to see wintpe iplt mothei 
puts of the woild ire like 
1 ) I he ithlete*- suteh Ihtt hne 
be e n iblt to pi ovi to the w orld th it 
the V L 111 bt It the best in Asn But it 
h IS be en good toi me too More 
(Kuple III the eit\ Montales Husi 
ness h isbeeiiexcellent 
))\es leitainlv It will be mutter of 
gie It piide ior us to host the Dhmpic 
(«inie s As foi nit St If JII (rv to le tm 
Mime nioie I nplish in the next two 
vears 1 hit wiUIn Ijime tc understand 
V, he n passe nge i s w int tc go 


I SI N 1U K sh »|)ke t pc i 

DV the \sMn (i mu shislicen I 
gi ( It 111 c t ss lot w h cl It IS w Ol th 
*jVVtll ill the )Hcpl( hid mice tune 
I but I let I th It tcM) much monev his 

j bt i n s|H nt on Ilk ( inns I oi the 

I iniouni ol moik \ th it h is gone into it 
I till ic hi not been idccjiiitt letuins 
I 1J m sui t ill nlv c iiiiiti V me n«nio\ c d 
lilt in t let s lor tin sc 1 isl two vvt iks 
It h I Ik ( n 1 1 ml isiic expt iieru c 
1 ) While the itliletc hive hid i 
thintt todi piIV then tilcnts the 
p till 1 ms hive boosted the It miigt 
I \ hosting, me \ti IV igant meet (he 
111 m 111 the til e 1 1 the )>c ison whe 
I 111 li 1(1 to bt n the blunt of the 

txiien ts Oh one i n thing inieet 
ol this St indatdbnius ibout pie nlv of 
sc c uritv pioblc in 1 ist 1 Hik it whit 
h ippe nt d at Kuii| hiit i n ition il An 
l»oit ilewdivslktoit the ipening 
c u inonv I h it we I m d i witliout 
>iYi iribf ti ot ill out eompliinls 
e V11V hurt 1 IS looking loi w ird to 
thi Gly«tt)g 




S H IU N I I tin (1 sit V of St oul 

1 ) I he t J mic s ])ropei hi lie t n i 
III IS B It n w the Kore ms will bt 
left t Irc the iiiusu riitie is Ixiund 
t i ( L il itiiig inti III n in the wake of 
ill the I Ml V ig mt expeiidituie 
) It IS ill I luxuiious Aridiiuloub 
aril um f m iic v h is been spent 
will h I (I m t think c m e ve t be 
1C lovc ltd 

G Me f ol ns Korc ans li ivt re ilised 
th It the se (t init s art nior t than just 
spe 1 1 lilt e ts It IS 1 kind of business 
1 igite eve rv eounin hopes to earn 
me nt V fiom hosting the Games but it 
will lx veiv diffieult lor Korea to 
re cove t tire amount that has been 
ehaimelltd into these (lames 
U It obviouslv IS not us normal 
c 111 c n We have to pav mueh more 
monev now toeounterinflation This 
obvunislv mt ins we have to work 
muth h mder 

1) No 1 don t want niv countrv to host 
the Olvrnpies I know it will not make 
a diflt rente whit J feel but there are 
a lot of us who don t want it 



Qj^-Up 
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VARKPOSHIK PohLi 

DYes 

4i)Toomui.hm<>tK\ In k i mil 
Besides IhtK ait lol ni hiiu i iiu 
expenentes th it we polu < men h i\ 
fat ed this timt Pn i\ idint, st < urirv I i 
so mam people tspttnl'v \ IP ' 
almost impossible W< hi\t U li 
cate ful not to hanass tht vtrv jx < 1 1 
M aic supposed to Ik piottiting 
enmlptobltms iJul w< 
artlutkvtolmt mt ' nCiamis is 
a bast foi tht 1WH (t init s i 

4) E\Li\one h is bt nt litc d in their 
own wa\ But Ik man on tht sti t et I 
will find things a little touph now 
'll \ t s as lonK is 1 im ordt ltd to do 
dut\ 1 1 innoi itlust But 1 wouldn t 
like tomikt 1 lommtin 



JOLiRNAI IS I VoiiKh ip New Agcn 
c\ Koii I 

1) V s 1 ht Asiin<»amtsRi\t ui 
opiKirtunitt tootki tounttiesto 
understand Kon 1 lhtlu\i 

2) I hopt so But tht Koit i Rovtm 
mtnthisinvtsttdttiotnutlimontv in 
theAsnntiames indlht Lominp 88 
Olvnipits ind this sonittimt s t in Rivt 

i nst to donii stK pioblt nis 
I JlKoita shuwinRotlht lottntiil 
ability of thi u fx oplt 

4) lilt pie sent eoniiuiitnt 

5) Prankly sjk ikiriR wt art not pre 
paitd ttononiK illv md politii-illy to 
hold the Olvmpiid Howtvti ilthe 
whole ptopk of Kort i w int to li ivt it 
the n It won t bt a pi obit m 

L 


KIM UN YON(i I xport i xttulivc 
Goldstar P let tron i.s Kore i 

1) No A host nation t mnot tht it ui 
sport and thtn hopt to tall their 
Games a lUtt t ss 

2) A lot of monev w is spent but it had 
to be done for the prtstiRe of th* 
nation 

3) So many p< oplt It anil about our 
country 

4) All ot them btnehted Fai b in then 
own way 

5) Now that we have taken it on we 
have to do our best I hope we arc 
very successful 



lAF WANGLPF Bartndti it tht 
Mam Pi ess L* nti t s t aft te i la 


1) it s bt t n very sutc 'sshil Many 
fort ignt rs have got an opportunity to 
Itam about our i ountry 

2) Koi ea spent a lot if morn y no 
doubt but It has all been worth it 

4} 1 he fact that people hav c gone back 
with a good impression of the Korean 
|x*oplt 

4J Iheeommonpeople ItwiUcontn 
butt to our ovfcral' development 
1) \es I m looking forward to a 
sue* essful Olympics 


jOURNAI IS I Yonphip News Ageii 
ty (Koita) 

1 > Y cs I think tht St oul Asi m G imt s 
was isutetss ivitpttoi sonit piob 
leins coneeming tht prot e dui es (t on 
trolled bv tht Seoul AsunGames 
Organismg Goramiltei) 

2) Prankiv speaking 1 think Kort a 
paid ttio muth for tht lb day spoils 
festival 

4) Kort 1 s untxiKcted wins over 
mainland China in table tennis 

4) I hope the Seoul (jimt s did benefit 
all Kort ans int luding t ht ixililii i ins 

5) I think It IS not tht time to t ilk 
about tht l^HSSummtrOlympiis 
smtt we havt as Ioiir as iw( vt iis 
left 


KIM JUNH SHIN hiniorinlht 
Hankuk I luvt'i sitv til Portigii Studit s 

1) I hough on tht surlitt itstim a 
suttess 1 don t think It s liet n ex 
tremelv sue* esslul 

2) r<H) muth monev was sjient 
though a lol of it can be looked at as 
invtstmtnts 

4) 1 hrough the st fiamt s others from 
various tuunliies have t >mt to know 
about South Kott a 

4) lhe(»tivtrnment the atliletes and 
the eommon people in that order 

5) Yts We are determined to makt it 
a success 
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Anew breed 


Colorsport captures the action and emotion at Willesden 
Stadium, London, venue of the Sixth World Cup Hockey 

tournament 









Below: Indian defenders 
prepare for a penalty cor* 
ner. From left: Pargat 
Singh, Joaquim Car* 
valho, Rawat, Somayya 
and Subramani 
Right: Hosts England 
had plenty to cheer about 
in the tournament. Here 
their star forward Sean 
Kerly says it ail 
























Left: Australia’s Peter 
Haseihurst seems to be 
going for the ball with his 
hands, to the surprise of 
West Germany's vice 
captain Ekkard-Schimdt 
and Ric Charlesworth 
Bottom left: Spain's Mai- 
gosa gets entangled be¬ 
tween India’s Hardeep 
Singh, Baiwlnder Singh 
and Subramani 
Right: England’s captain 
Richard Dodds cele¬ 
brates his team’s entry 
Into the semifinal 
Bottom: This Is what 
modern hockey is all ab¬ 
out. Holland's keeper 
Laistra takes New Zea¬ 
land’s Gallen off his feet 















Norman’s stunner! 

G KF ( I NORMAN won tht Sunlory Nim tv pt r ct nt of tht ptopk wt re idiots said Sandy Lyle Now b^ten 
World Matchplay Kolf tham bad ind tin pir iint K*wd I have in then cmatehplay finals but with a i 
pioiiship and then stormed I wont pUvtd plentj of English and Scots 25 000chequt and some bnUiant golf 
be Iwck Ixlori but it has mver been as bad as intluding a ehampionship record of 15 

Sour faced Nonnan slammed tht this ont undei par for consolation 

loud mouthed suppoili rs who jtcrid f'lopit wire binging nietil on om I vie was six down after only eleven 
and mocked him dunng his J ind 1 hole when! w is about to piav and then of the scheduled ib holes and never 
triumph ovi r Bnt iin s s indi I vk it moved iround Aftei eight holes 1 said happy with his dnver off the tee But 
Wintwurtli to m\ iaddle I just hope 1 win this he staged a rtmirkablt recovery and 

And bi Ion 111 sitpixd on n mo ont lietausi Iwontbi t timing back' clawed back to just ont behind with 
plant itiMMili for liisiulivt Austiilii lliis is the first time it has hap two to play 

British Open chinipion Noiman pened to me in Hritiin and not that But his driver again let him down on 
vowtd not tf deftnd his thud world long ago 1 |ust lived down the road It the 17th and when he went out of 
matihpliv titit reallv has tiktn the edge off mv bounds tht match wis as good as 

' iin VCIV disapiMimltd b> tht vutorv ovti 

ittiludt tif tht ptopit out tlieic When I plivtdjick Nicklius there Normins triumph means that he 

gtowltd tin hurlv Aussit Ihtic is wis more support lor him bultfials has now won £ 275 000 m Britain this 
I ibsoluUlv no nted to niikt noistsin understand ihk 1 his w is just blatant season through his Open I uioptan 
I tht nuddli of mv bitkswing or tliji ind ilthougli Im not saving the\ iie Open Dunhill Cup ind now Suntory 
whin 1 hit 1 poor shot hooligins I think Howard C lark had a suet esses—an iveragc of ibOO for 

I just hid to win It ifitr Ihit hut point when he hid i go at the bt cverv hole placed 
Its 1 pilv 1 liivt to go out on 1 bid hiviour ol some followers the other 1 ick Nicklaus ended his first visit to 
iiott 1 just dont It el 1 vt won i goll div the eh inipionship loi lifteen vtirs m 

toiim lint lit iHt uisi of what hip But thtrt was no bieking for the third place beating Austnliis Rod 
pi lit d Ive just wtm a bitlle tints th impion fiom the runnei up When eer Davis 2 ind 1 ov< i H holes 
ill III I'M biek to Hntjin but not it vou hive eight oi nint thousand peo 
WtntWIirtll pit vou ait llwavs going to get l few Martin Hmrdy 



Grag Norman calabratas hla Suntoiy World Matchplay victory with daughter Morgan Leigh and tiaby Gregory 
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Pressure on Man- sell 


I F you weie not a racing 
person or you had no 
inUitst in lacing ab a 
spoit then you would 
probably find a fair propoi 
non of stories in this col 
umn not woith spending 
time oyci but hopefully 1 
could get some of \ou to 
change voui vieivs allci 
reading this Last wee kciid 
was in niy mcnioiy the 
most spectaculfir two mi 
nutes ol the yens spent 
ind me vitably it c imt in a 
hot sc I act the l’ji\ dt 
1 lie dc Iriompht 
It vy IS mtere sling it id 
mg Mondiy moining 
tiling thiough the y iiioiis 
leports on the rate But 
wlitii tone spondents yyho 
in not pi one to using su 
peilitiye s at the diop ol i 
hit iiallv Cline into then 
eiyyi lyti the tact these 
yytn words vyoith tie asui 
mg the best putt yeas 
from Smion liimes m his 
gene ml sports eolumn m 


The runes IIis vivid de 
seiiption of the race de 
selves to be quoted at 
some length as a rtnimder 
of how laeing boe tally 
frowned upon in sonic 
spheres can btill ptovtde 
the inobt intense expeti 
enci in sport 

Here is Mi Raiius 
pieee It leally was a fest 
day a day of jen and 
eelehiation for all those 
whei love the hnesl things 
III spoils It was the dav 
on which a hoist rate was 
urn the Fii\ tie I ire de 
liiomphe And it was with 
out questiem the finest diy 
ol 1 ) 01 1 1 lui\t '•ten this 
yell in lealitv Ol on Itityi 
Sinn It w IS bettei th m the 
Uoild C up 01 (he f mope in 
Athletic L h impiemships 
I he git lit St sight 111 I at 
mg IS lint moment when 
as ill hoists ire going flat 
out inothei tluises by as il 
the rest wi u standing still 
Mieh m igu IS what rat mg is 
all ilmiil t his is wh it hap 
inned A litxse went past 
tint tidal waye ol hoist as 
it It weie stilitmaiy Ihal 
wasBtniig Ihi toiiliench 


horse and what a line 
htnst too he found that 
e\tia geai that almost 
mythical quality the ability 
to quK ken and tlu'ti quie ken 
again which tht men in the 
know tall turn of foot It 
was a marvellous perform 
anee 

But even as he stonned 
past there eanu yet 
anotlit r hi ii st a he irse that 
possessed unbelievably 
impossibly vet inothei 
ge II Iht Aee Of Iinimphs 
was Itself tnuniphed by a 
powei outbide the lules it 
seemed of both physics 
md biology ^muyelwas 
topped by a still giealei 
PHI ye 1 as Dancing Biave 
sjHd like an airow to 
vietoiv It lifted the he ail 
it left you limp it tilled you 
with |oy and I didn t liav i a 
eenlinu on the i lee 
e itlu 1 

Aiivlhmg to idd to that 
would be m antie Iimay e x 
eept to siy thit 1 am going 
to watch the iiplay of the 
net foi Iht umpteenth 
tmic 

Tht eoniplualed storing 
system of the Wotld Dm 


Prost, Mansed and Piquet Fierce competition between friends 


ra 





ei s Cliampionship means 
that Nigt 1 M insi II niiisi 
wait tiU the final rac i ol thi 
be-ason in Adelaide \ustr i 
lia to fuid out if he is u 
beiornt the first Oiiton 
since James Hunt in B)7b 
to be crowned world tham 
pion I he (irand Pm nileb 
stale that although theie 
art seventeen I lees only 
the best eleven resultb 
lount in dele I mining the 
wot Id t h iinpionship and the 
otlui le suits lie disiaidtd 

Mansell lud to luiisli m 
toiirth plue or higlut to 
distald points unfoitimate 
iy that did not liapiKii In 
the Me Mean (iiand Piix 
Iht hist held m Mexico lor 
11 veai'- Mansell w is m 
tiurd place on the tiitiiig 
gild When Iht liglil 
changed to gieen Mm 
se II s t ir btalle d and it was 
only befoie sixteen slaited 
<igam He had given aw ly 
an t notmous advantage is 
hard as he did he c oulei not 
improve beyond tilth pi lee 
fhe latt w is won by the 
up and ( oiiiiru' \iistiiin 
diivei (icihiicl itcigti 
who lelied on IhkI tihbed 
Ivies to last throughout the 
t4ie> tnd his gainhle paid 
off 

Mo*-! ot the otlie t diive IS 
meldding Pieiuet .md Prost 
had gone for the soil tyits 
and while the v h id to make 
Uu custom It y pit stops lot 
tvte changes Bcrgti was 
driving to his first fjnnd 
Pnx victory Piost rmislu'd 
in second pi ce Ay item 
Senna in third md Piqued 
who had to stop ihiee 
tune*- lor Ivies in fourth 
I his all bods down to Man 
sel's lead being cut to six 
poults and he now has to 
fin^h m third plate m Adc 
laide to assure himself of 
the title whereas Prost 
and Piquet both luve to win 
to have any chance ol 
snatching it from Mansell 

MiehamI King, London 




CHEATING 
THE CHAMP 

P FOFM ( who lose 
art ll <»nes who 
usuilk h i >11 the ex 
(ust s Vt I y rarely does 
tin mnntr revert to 
tinkiiiK txiuses Hes 
tiu one who has won 
after all 

When you re Guty 
Kasparov however 
there seems to be some 
point He s the tvpi vvh< 
wants to win but w infs 
to win lonviminKlv 
Fven when his opfHinint 
IS a iotmii world ihim 
pion 

After mtniKiiifs li 
loint. ituough a iJost 
titk umaUh Kispaiov 
blamed ont of lus ndts 
tor It v( aling some ot lus 
d( fences to his iival 
Anatolv K irpov Ht 



(1 limed that ilUr the. 
Nth guilt -It bti mu 
ipp 111 nt th u \ t vgeni 
Vlidimitcn hid topifd 
all iiiv inovis 

hvtn < vptrts w itch 
ing tin I tnuigr id phist 
of till initili iKirt con 
vinttd Ihil Kis])irovs 
Stitt 1 dt ft nets Ind 
bitn old tc thi Kiipc v 



nmp Whithtr this is 
true or not wi wili iit\ 
tr inow But wc do 
know is thst th» chim 
pioii silled to vutorv 
ifftt VJidiiinov lost his 

lob 111 drew tilt 2 (tth 
ind Jlst glints ind won 
the, 22 ncl Miiilv i 
i oinc idt nc t ■* Who 
knows 


SWU 11} 1IMI I) 

D ll IF \ i ngs Jik n 
timid It tiyht met 
ig iin 1 )ui ng Mu B m 
b i\ 11 st hi w IS I be 
fthiilitid lot hiving 
sioitd lluct hunditds 
ll lords In kit ping 
with till ( c isii n 
V dngs irk u i mu up 
with 1 full iinttp'v 
hilt (»IV isl ir Wr IS 
prtstnftd with i silvtr 
pliu lilt rust id with {2 
cli line nd studs V t ng 
s irk 11 got 1 s ilvei in 
reiognition >1 his feat 
Sum till Frtss had 
boviotttcl tht function 
that tvtmng Vengsni 
kar tumtd up it tht 
groiiticl till next div 
sal VIr in hind and 
postd for this photo 
gi iph And if tht gt ntk 
man lonitiiiid looks 
pleased is punch wi lU 
know whv dont w« 
Helmets off ti the 
champ' 


NO DOMESTIC 
PROBLEMS 

W HFN you talk of 
iruketers who 
were trulv magnificent 
It tht domestic kvtl 
but tilled to make it at 
tht highest level of the 
game (for some strange 
reison) the names of 
Astiok Mankid and 
Btijtsh Pitil come to 
mind An ippropriatc 
iddition to this list 
would be the mint of 
Aiun I ll tht Bengal 
and I ist /one captain 
Just when tritkt t lov 
eis must hive betn 
writing him oft for good 
Id his conic up with 
mother misUrly in 
nings And this lime it s 





really big Coming m at 
numbei thret the for 
nicr 1 est optntr stored 
a carter best 214 for 
Eisl /one agiuist West 
/oik in thtir Duleep 
Trophy quarter final 
mat^ at Pune Batting 
for over tight and a half 
hours I al lambastedthe 
Central attack for 30 
fours and b six This 
definitely proves that 
the man stdl has class 
But whether the selec 
tots will give the veter 
an another chance is 
very doubtfiil And one 
cant really blame them 





















TROVBLhSOMh 

THREhSOMt 

T HOlKiH tht Ausira 
li ins wi rt in India ioi 
birtly tdur wciks this 
% IS peril ips one of tht ii 
more impoitint tmktt 
lours liidii hid just 
UiUii tht I nghsh in 
I tiglind And \in ton 
vintinglv too The Au 
str ill ins wt re aw irt 
thit this w IS KoiHf^ to lx 
tluir hull ditss it lit ii 
sil btloii tht Fommits 


went Down Undt i Only 
I tew oi thtu plivtn> 
will suit of a place in 
the side to pi iv ftir tht 
Ashts I In majority 
knew tint tlus tour wis 
ill unixiitiiil 

Ihttouii o\er Hit 
1 mjlish hnt irrivtd 
And \11 n Hoidtr fttls 
thil most )1 Ills bovs 
h ivt m idi It 1 1 tht SI I 
Alter the Bombsv list 
lit w IS til pi list lor his 
v< uiiK iiid intxpcii 
tnttd idt siMiiji, they 


would form tht nut It us 
of the tt im in the home 
senes tominj; up H< 
sinRltd out three of tht 
fifteen who were ht rt in 
Indi 1 Dt in Jones— the 
find of the toui ttreji 
M itllii ws— has tonit 
ol iRe IS inoffspmnti 
and Sttvi W «l^,h— is 
divtloping into i tine 
tntkt U r 

Bolder knows his 
tntktt so w itih fill 
tht t thrtt in Aussie 
f iijkI ind St nes 


VIRGIMA IHL 
EVERGREEN 

O NF italls dotsnt 
know whethti tht 
Untish lit et It bi itiiij, 
Virguua Wide mn hi\t 
retired from top tUss 
tennis but she his been 
included in the tt ini tor 
tht 22nd lonsttutivt 
time for thi annu il 
match between Biitain 
and the United btatts 
for the Wightnian Cup 
Is It a gtxxl sign for 
British tennis’ Decide 
for yourself Incidental 
^ she IS 41 going on 



iwi tii*iiii » t4Wi; i ii r iwiiw vi t a« iiiiwi«i r. y)iiiwiBiHwri«fit 


SEE YOU, 
MARY LOU 


S HL didnt hivt t*-t 
poise of Olgi K 1 
but Nor did she ha\t 
the class of Nadia Com 
maneci But what she 
did have (and in great 
abundance too) »i!> an 
undeniable (harm 
Like most chimpion 
ft malt gimnasts sht 
w IS III hi r (arh teens 
whtn at hti pt ik I ik( 
most of hti breed sht 
had I thunitng perso 
n ilitv But wh It St t her 
ipirt w I hti truly lov 
abit smile Though the 
littfi Anuiitin has le 
ctnlly rttutd from tht 
gym It will be sonit 
yeirs btfoit tlx world 
foigtts most I ilktd lb 
out smile in lonttmpoi 
iry sport 


SILn Dll Li} 

TUr West Jndims 
I Iht V s IV h iM the 
git lit St probhni is 1 ii 
IS IK bills lit toll 

itintd Indtistind 
ibit siiK t tht V h ivt 
tht (isltst b wJtrs III 
tht g init But Gi ihani 
f)illt V IS thit ittning to 
givt (i lint I ind lom 
pain 1 good iiglit in thi 
ratt foi th( tillt of Iht 
no ball king 

I he I n^lisii St imtr 
ovtisUppi d till lint IS 
many is ](> tunes in tin 
touiistsopening gime 
igunst Quten->land 
County Ilus w IS tht 
only thing out ol step in 
tht tourists first game 
ot I hr Ashts ti«ur 
But this may easily 
lx t orat a serious obsta 
ele for the Fngjishmen 
liopetuliy DiHey will set 
It right and keep in step 
with the rest of his 
teammates 
















I iticr fttqrttthjl 
y l qtjntcd br t ah 

I (f J r j tN r( St of h s 
ly ivd( d Cuy III) tt qhl 
I ) it I (f n jn{ f f r t el[ 
j I c Y r t Itdl wi f ri 
r let t 

Robin Mdriar in the Sunday Times 




I I w I I V II I w k r ) It t It 
1 1 I ( q V It III til r w I II I 
I A II tt i j ( j I IV r ill i[ 111 j I 
I It w j I I V ly I t jr ' f r jl 

it I t iK I rri tt It r I Jl I J ( 

Olive Llovd 


I 


i 

1 

I I* h id I A )U t I b ill frt ir the 
I 0 ye I iflptl' d ' tc e e k iiid 
I eiiiD I r ^i^te j tt i j oi lor 
((iveni for h [it 





It looked Tilt e kc tt Brt hqfttnq 
ther mil bi k bt feld hockey 
'^gnellyorr ftte fjurjut whet was 
J p ibl s( I pjstme expcrlel by 
the Brt h w tl ir ) t pun sh nq s c 
(e 

Rob Hughes on England s improved 
perfoimances in World Cup hoe key 



V I II I r VI 

I y It I tl 

w ly II t w d V I B ir I I 1 1 
Vv j I I Tt ( t 

i It t ( tly I lly 

Tt II t I J w I I I 
1 1 1 Iw y yv 

till t t tt 

Viv Richdrds 



Wt c write your si r pf 


Fner Mdy ir I hs lellow England 
sr If e t r wc re r ol n r ced c f aleoho 
I t 1 jlitnn ss they left the dres 
I (J re nr r i iflc r t in hie 
thre jgl It 1 i ) H on wro thed n 
s k 


Michdel Calvin in the Daily Telegraph 



Jl h ir I W I IJ 11 I I tt Sf ptt 

It t I tl 11 t t c wr sikt 


Golfei Gieq Norman 



dism ssdl dot sions n I cst thssurr 
me. r W( think he nt ed‘ 3 b t ol lut Ic 


Peter Smith in the Daily Mail 


Graham Gooch to Ian Botham 


Test selection chairman Peter May 




SPORTINdLlFE 


















50 


AiTIn ITS Game 




Robbmc ibc thitl 

R1BFK> ind I rrupti n in Novitt 
sport IS IK i III j r iir|>n t But 
ii bi/ain tvM t til I iilinl on tlit 
storv of s<H I lit 'slioittl Chtr 
opovits ( \p I I fi I thi third (livi 
Sion 

III' |li\ I luiiu 1 in thtir own 
maniM' ('* » • t»iKirinskv to the 
ipproj nil j It Ik I Uu s be i dusi they 
sus|Ki.t< j tint hi VMS po(kttin); the 
niomv 'n V III I luni bribt rtftitts 

First glass team 

High pntes 

JMBI1 IK)N so(<* I team s it 
ri il powti 1 not only brtikmjs 
I u it division opponents but ilso wm 
dowsolhou (s iround tht ir Plouj,h 
I int K> nund I his h is be i n i iiisiii^ 
just d ft w worm s for t st itt ijit nts 
I Vi ry honu mileh set i it It ist 
four ot fivt balls fly out of tlu sin ill 
I gtound some olthtinnuniiinj. 

' ntiy,hho\iiinj. hf list s lliitlftttof 
thisonhm priiisis ilu idy ivi 
dtnt 

I 1 1 st month ithut bidiiHiimd 
tt n ut wiiit foT )‘l 4 )0 sti ilmt 
inodt St foi I ondoii b < miiiv^pnii 
In lu it,hbouiin( W iinhlt di ii th< smu 
houst would Im w nth i v IKK) ti 
HO (MM) Sit ihnt Slid mt t lU ijtnt 
I Houst s in Plough 1 in< t ikt i little 
longti to sell thin else wilt 11 in thi 
lit 1 indthe w utiiij pencKlhisInij^ 
tli<.nedsiiiLt they inivedinthi liis* 
Div ision 


Hope Ful 

Zero no value 
OMF people ntvtt j,ive up 
1 ulh iin lost 10 0 in the first ie j, of 
the ir I ittltwoexls Luji ij^iinst Lu 11 
pool But th it didn t d impc n the i 
hopes It ill 

^lu ditoinl in the lulhimpi yi in 
nil pie el lime el it the leiniteh 
sheiuldthe ij.j,ity,ite st iie be live I 
it the ended nine tv ninutes vti i 
time will be pliytd 


Miles of Tales 

\ lie lion 


not let tuts qe t n the way ' 
Lyoliqo toiy s iqe Old 
advice whet inromo r use Keith 
Mile i he level ntt H novel 
iboul Rrejet Bi 111 ttrLetvnnq 
the f rsl n i i i m Ie u idor fn i 
Minute, No fvulciy I ikps fic 
tion to i now Ie ve,l 

for 1 Sint I novel from! 






ctpenplay iboiit a tt,li,vision * r ql 
that yei to bp I lined (the Austra | 
I in produceis hive run into finan 
cidl problems) Also the piinripai 
participants then olvt s don I seem 
very nteresltd about the whole 
th nq 

Sir Roqer him iclt is horrific d and 
refu led help is did his pacemaker 
on the day he broke the record 
Chris Brasher John Landy the Au 
stral an who bettered Bannister s 
III ord a month later did talk but 
e onfesses Miles was not over 
joyed to see me 

Undeterred M les hdo woven a 
novel ot 312 pages though lack of 
help probably explains why he 
doesn t refer to Bannister s feat till 
page 225 after descriptions of the 
1948 and 195? Olympics 





51 


SOCCER SOCCER 
NEWS 


SOCCER 

NEWS 

Lineker bests 
Maradona 

itw witks ii>o Bobbv 
Robson iiiddvLitt ntiv 
I lift out (iiiv Luuktr tumi 
his squid .ii'iiiisl Swcdiii 
iiid thi tnglisli couldnt 
I Sion So wiltII 1 III illtd 
lintkti tisuill\ stoitd 
twill III I ii}»l ind s 5 0 
T 111 opt dll t. Ii iinpioii hip 
lijuihtvim, tiiiu ii,iinst 
Norliitin 111 ! iid lit bi^in 
lo w i\ ilot|iiint 

Prismtint in iw iid 
Robson s lid I itu kt i w i 
I hi 1)1 I tiiMi in tin 
world ind posul tin (ini'- 
lion I)ii K*' M n idon h is 
Ik till diibblini ihiliti but 
dot hi stoit iiiou I'oils 
Oni n undi 1 si itid p It 
Holism Oiu i in < inpitliisi 
with Robsons ntid to in 
u)iu iqt his St II Hut till It 
IS nt\tr in tsiiisi loi in 
d Iqt lit ( 

1 iiitkt I IS >,oik 1 thou^'h 
nil loubit dl\ liinitid Mii i 
don I ( iiinol hi dis iliid 
Him It 1 1 stnki I Ills 

roll issuims niiitl) tit itt i 
ind \ islti pit poitioiis dm 
ini' t i’ n ii hi i on 

tiibution It I I lint i innot 
bt loiiipiitd i)v i\t n two 


liniktt goals 

So t iki It i as\ liobbi 

A new sponsor 

nil itlinilinit li 
initcd till s! ind iid 
diiliiiint' ind viokiui 
oniiiipt ( SI III C. moil tin 
olhiiil spoiisois ol till 1 11 
glisli I ootb ill 1 1 igut in nil 
1 quit t lit p II tun And iht 
It unit will itliiitd to 
lititi 1 III w spo isor in tiu 
loini ol tilt KiD'ti iiiws 
p (H1 1,1 oup 

llioUL,h ottiiiils induhid 
111 till iisu il linsli hush ih 
out till lit il tint did It 
M il tint It would bi 111 
iML ol loui niillion 
l)oundso\ti twoM IIS with 
out M II oplioi 
Oni iinpoitint t n toi 
lonitiii i()l)\^s plins 
to lit 111 up till ini igi of till 
j lint Not uipiisini, siiiit 
I idil ol iht ijotintiil s|K)n 
sens dll 01)1 d (111 Iki lusi 
ol Iht pit till lit liooli 
i, inisni 

Government 

deadline 

T ill \ioli II t IS nr I ibi t 
Inn, And Hit Hiitisli 
i,oM I null III Ins ill i idi d on 


NEWS 

I ntw sltp It has isktil ill 
tilt *•)■' ilfilntid ilubs to 
inliodutt mtinbiiship 
sthtniis with si\ wtt ks to 
itpoit on how It IS to bt 
laiiitd out 

A Spoils Miiiistn 
sjjoKt snian said Wi w iiit 
t\ti\ tlub to hd\t 'id of 
I hi iiiound toviitd In' 
nitnibtiship sihiiiits with 
till 111 VMM king low II Is 
lOlKf 

\11 this bti lust ol till 
ongoing blit dtbitt it 
g IIdim Iht iliibs md tin 
I ) ii mill lit I III ilubs 
ilunitlnt'lu govii mill lit 
L iniiiig niillions ol jirninds 
thiough football is not ill in 
lu lim, till nioiiLV |K)siii\tlv 
bill mil thi ginii \iid 
(lx poiiinmtnl ftds tint 
Iht L lulls IK nut piiltini 
siiltu It lit pri ssuit on tht ii 
suppottt 1 s ri g irding hiKili 
g insini 

Hut it It ist sointont is 
liking tht inihilivt 

Radiation fears 

HI RNOHM Rtniiin 
bit Wliti tlx mil It II 
di Kill took plait Will 
It s i vin h iving in t fit it on 
foothill (.iltii tht dough 


SOCCER 

NEWS 

t\ SiotMsli It nil tint I I 
iiv iKiuiino Kiiv II II 
uiopt in Lup (it Will 
unstUltd bv tht ground 
proxiiiiitv (tiO null '-1 lo thi 
aiodmt siti Ihiftiispri 
niiiilv 1 oni lining the 
I idkilion livtls in tint lua 
S< tsjKit will Slim 
nioix I to test tlx III 1 md 
(lub L II III in in ) n k Mi (finn 
innouiiiid tint thtv wirt 
I siiiid lint tliiiL is no 
d mgi I 

Will niivht not hom 
1 idniioii but till imly | 
tioiii till iiiiini nsi h 
t ikiiti d Russi in ti 111! I 

Sandro’s back 

I I- 1 S \ N I) R O 
\i lOHI I I 1 IS bilk I 
III till iiiws I hi I ingv I 
It ill in sti iki 1 I \ 11 \ giK)d 
oni too innouniid ilUi 
Ml Mio 1‘IS() tint ht would i 
HIM 1 pi 1 loi It il\ ig'un A 
1111(1 tion ot Ins ill d iin loi ' 
his lountiv s ptiloiminit 
H t iltii sioiiiig thill 
inivilloii goil toi Ins 
(lub Inti I Mil 111 hi is I I 
lillli iluitmtiv link III I 
m w 11 k it ill in qii id | 
\n i III oiii igiiii. sign hi I 
( nisi tlx )] M II old still I 
h IS t nougli sp nkli li II i 







Sunny 




Ii® 




S\jqdr n spict* and all that s niie 1 hat s 
what MortDri Swt*t'ts art m rdt of 

f ull of trcamy milky go<Kfiu*ss And 
qlutost foi that ('xtia tincrqv A delirious 
ch««cc' of Chorolatt; and Lrxoiiut C'ot>kn*s 
Rosf f-ilair*- Chrxolatc, Suptt»me l>tlu\i 
toffees, I actobonbuns And rnanv, m uiy 
more 

So take youi pu k Moiion Sweet' an 
delicious 

Offer a Morton,share a smile 


MQIITON 



SWEETS 


MORTON CONFECnONERV AND MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY 

PO Marhowrah R414IS Disl Saraii Bihat 
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The reverse sit-up 


H ow many tmies have 
you unconsciously pat 
ted your slightly bulging 
turn m almost rtvtienui 
fashion'* And as soon as 
you ha\t done so look 
around furtively to sti if 
anyone has noticed even is 
you draw it all into youi 
nbcage I often wondei il 
people arc ictuilly 
ashamed of tlicii piunchts 
Is It that they art actuilly 
bothered about their bulge 
or that they are bothered 
about what other people 
thmk about it*’ 

1 hink about it Most 
people you will agre t art 
mort (onscious about how 
they look because of the 
rest of the people iround 
them Verj few aie ictualK 
doing It ioi themselves 
I hilt is whtu the differ 
enee lies If you iit going 
to do something loi \oui 
body you Ilivc to be doing 
It foi y out sett lhat w ly 
you will do It till you iii 
satisfied But ontheothti 
hand if you irt doing it toi 
the misses i tune will 
tomt whtn you will tiy to 
eovti your fillings with i 
kxist shut 

llowestt if you f ill into 
the Inst L iti goi\ hm s 
somtthing th it will interest 
you Keeping the bulge in 
eontiol IS a topic tint his 
been disius ed it length 
e ver sine e m in si irte el e n 
joying the luxuties of mod 
e m ime iiilie s 

Diets lowial food ind 
the duly Inlf hour in 
Aoits All these line pliy 
ed the ir p irt in the b ittle f 
the bulge Hut for the ibso 
lutely dedicated < itiuiig 
but exercise will suffice 

rhtrt IS nothing thnt i in 
quite inileh the feeling of 
pushing your body to its 
extreme and tee ling the e\ 
haustion run off your body 
in drops The pun ot voui 
23rd push up is almost wtl 
come ind you kte p going iti 
the quest tor the perfect 
body 

When working out to 
stay inm the first part of 
the body that has to be 


attended to is the stomach 
Living well has made suit 
lhat most people resort to 
sit ups with a regularity 
that only matches their 
reaching foi a second help 
mg of puddmg And with 
sit ups tending to get i 
nute monotonous it was 
only natural thit people 
stirt lookmg tor an illemi 
live exercise After i 
series of expiiimcnts 
crunches have hit the 
scene in i big wiy Mine 
exciting to ck) they ilso 
give tlie abdomnil muscles 
1 thoiough woikcul wlult 
miking sun thit definition 
IS also thiown in is ii 
added Ironus 

(hie ol the most eonunon 
form of eiuntiles is the 


reyeise sit up Also 
ttimed as the knee up and 
the peKic toll reverse sit 
ups liaye proved to be the 
best exercise lor the lowet 
abdomutai wall ilic mus 
eles tiiat come uito letion 
yvilh the re\ersc sil up art 
the lectus ibdominis ind 
the nUeinal ind exteinil 
oblique s While both the se 
sets ol mustlc s get i work 
out the lest of the body 
also benefits tiom the tens 
ing ind exeition 
A longisb sleiidei mus 
ele tint luiis ycituilly 
lerpss the ibcioniinil will 
horn the cit t ol the pubis 
bom to the c utiligts of thi 
fit'll sixth iiid scyciith 
libs the leetus ibdomiuis 
1 dnided into two li iKi s 



The liaKes ,pii j 

by a (endtii u ps at \ 

one inch wul Hid t 

hue 1 lib 1 \b( 1 i u m i 
ibdomin il mu i U in it t 
body the mus k his 
slight cuiy ituic IS It got 
uncle 1 the mm i miisi Ic s t< 
attach to the pubis boiu 

ihe otbci muscles tint 
come into use willi h 
itytrse sit up—the inlei 
nal ind exteinil obliques 
Loyet the fiont md the i 
sides of till abdomen Ihe 
c xte I n il oblique is itf ic he d 
to Hie lowei eight iibs it 
the upjx 1 c ml md the Iroiif 
lull oi the ilium ciest ot 
the pubis imJ (he lima ilbi | 
it the lower end llie 
fibtts Mill diigoiiitlv up 
wild incl sidew lid tiom 
the loyvci Ittle lime nt on 
lK)lh side s of Ihe ilxloimn 
ind Ic im the k tli i V 

I lu inlt rii il hlii|uc i 
liK ifed diuclK iimlc im ifli 
the exteinil ol fii|uc It 
fibii s iiin nc iily it tight 
iiigic s tc llu c xlc 11 il 1 bli I 
que litin s in the iiiiddk iiicl 
upjK I poition ol h itKio 
mil il w ill md Ic ii in in 
yeiUcI \ In ihc Imci 
ibdoimn howcyit thi in 
tciiiil obliciuc mu k luns 
liom he lumbii fisui 
intcnci list ol the iliinii 
ind the (Hilt I hilf (I Ihc 
inguiiiillu iiiicMl II III! In 
tr ibdoimii md i iiht ti 

II e I Hilligcs ( I the c ighth 

iimlli md tenth Mb'- mil 
fine I iff) I I 

Now th it ill till t« him il 
) iig n h IS Ihc 11 loii | k ted 
wi c m gc t down to moie 
imdei tmclihic isjccls ol 
the ttycrc it u,> Ihe 
hisii It til HI IS the opimsitc 
of whit hippe IIS 111 the not 

III il Sit up yvlu re the uppe r 
hotly IS lot Ut d up md toi 
wild tow 11(1 yoiii ihIvu 
girdle In tins e ise it i the 
peKic girdle ill it i lotated 
up md forward \y iid 'he 
upper trunk Loth these 
I tions cm be Utmed 
spmil flexions bu* llKy 
I lye differmgeffect >nthe 
muse uldtUK ( i (he 
abdomen 

(To be CO tnued) 
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Caught Short of 
the Boundary 

and other tall stories 

In this extract the author Henry Blofeld recounts another 
two hilarious stories in his own unassumingly witty style. 
I'hc first is his marvellous encounter with cricket’s bad 
boy, Ian Botham. The second is very simply as his title 
says, 'A load of buil’. The book is published by Stanley 
Paul & Co. Ltd ahd is priced at £6.95 


From Botham 
With Love 


I llAVl. always bun 
anuts('(ll)\ till'case with 
w liic h we jcmmahsis ai t 
abk tosiou runs and t.iki 
wiikets horn till sakt\ ol 
the press box 1 hnd 1 can 
still s( uii runs all round the 
wiiket tioin the other sidt 
ol the bounddt \ Butonie, 
111 India m I'KxS hi, I lanu 
within an houi or so of 
actually dunniiiK white tian 
nel trousers and out 
and tiyinK to put it into 
mactK e in the middle as <in 
LtiKlatid plavei 
I was twenty four and on 
iny hrst tout as a louinahsl 
It JiHiked as li EngLind 
would only h.m' ten fit 
plavers lor the .Second 1 est 
niatth in Bombay Duniig 
th( I'usI lest in Madias a 
xirulent tunmiy buit h<id 
swept (hrouifh the side and 
none of thosi' affi i ti'd liad 
retovered in tune foi 
Bombay 

It looked iis It It was 
Koini; to bi .i matte i ol 
i(H'riini> .1 < oinenu nt Eii 
idishmaii to make up nuni 
beis At a ptI ss lonleienie 
thedavhetuu the match 
skirted, the in inager ot the 
side David Ct irk, leveaied 
tlie sorrv stab of affairs 


and lilt iM lessilv ol ha\ iiik 
1 willing)» IpLi to tall upon 
He wi m on to sav that tin 
last two nicmlx'is of tlu 
suppoitmn last to ha\i 
played tiist ilass tiiiket 
weit hinisclt andnit lit 
bad (aplaincd Kent but had 
tetirtd early in the IdbOs 
while the niemoiy ot my 
t xtremcly lut ky Bliu at 
Canibndjjt in l%b was a 
little mote letcnt and 
perhaps I was still yoiine 
enouKli to lie fit 

It was dttided then and 
there that 1 was to bt first 


itstivi 11 uuiK annouiK t d 
this to tilt .issi mbit (1 tout 
pans ol SI 1 ibt s ht uk 
K t sled tiinilv but politr 1\ 
that 1 hould ti \ koinp bt 
l)edl)tlot( midniRhf With 
iiisutltrable irntRantt iiid 
lliupt a slink Irtpiitd 
that 1 would t mainly (ilay it 
iittdi cl but th.it it I stored 
it) Ol upwartis in t itht r 
iiiriinRs ] ytas damiu d it I 
would stand down toi thi 
I Inrd I est m<it( h in tak ut 
Ui I susjH (t that I lav id 
reply was unpruitablt 
I wint bibcdtaily but 


didn t -.It t o \tiv mut li lor 1 
was lull of nt rvt s and t x 
Lit( riient is it dawned on 
nil fliat what in my pi t 
<itt idt lit day s had been my 
Ilk s ambition iniRlit t \ en 
now bt ri aliacd m the most 
unlikely way 

It did not happi n thoURh 
Mitkt y Stewart tlie I hr 
I ind . It i t apt am had lit ard 
the dt spt latc new son his 
tadio in hospital on the 
moiniriRol iht mateh He 
mimediati I\ jumped out of 
IxdandRotdiessed He 
jxiked a pak fat e round the 
(loot ot the hiiRland dres 
suiR room almut an hour 
lietou the start and my 
di (ams ot sudden fame 
were shdttert*d England 
lost the toss and fielded in 
great heat and humidity, 
and Stewart was back in his 
hospital bed with a raguig 
temperature by lunchtune 

My most embarrassing 
moment otcuned ui the 
ui transit lounge at Bermu¬ 
da All port in April 1980 
England had had an ux- 
trt'mely unsut tessful tour 
of the West Indies under 
the eiugmatic captamey of 
Ian Botham, who had 
turned out not to be the 


I have always been amused by the 
ease with which we journalists are 
able to score runs and take wickets 
from the safety of the press box. I 
find I can still score runs all round the 
wicket from the other side of the 
boundary 


captain the belectois had 
hoped for Since, lakuif; on 
the job bib own game had 
detenorated alarmingly 

After the birstTt St 
match in Port of Spain I 
had written m strongly out 
spoken terms in the i on 
don Sunday Lvpress about 
Botham s lack of ability as a 
captain Somcont had sent 
him a copy of tht piece ind 
he had stuffe d it in his 
blartI pocket For the rest 
of the tour our iclationship 
was distant tosaythi 
least 

The next time ht wou 
his blazei was on the aero 
plane returning home from 
Jamau a Soon after ge ttiiig 
on boaid Botliam delved in 
his pocki ts and found tht 
offending piece Itcltaily 
upset him 

Wt landc d in Ht rrnuti i 
for a rc tut Ihng stop Hhs 
fully unawaie of aU tin i h it 
my article had provoked 
half a do^tn rows in front ol 
me 1 got out to slit tih my 
legs Not long nftt r wt h icl 
got into the in ti insit 
lounge 1 went to the loo 
When 1 came out Both im 
w IS immc diatclv outside 
the dooi ind said sorut 
tiling which I did not hciu- 
although I the n ht ird Ht r 
nard 1 homas the team s 
phy siotherapi >1 c luliomng 
him 

In the mam lounge riio 
mas then mstigitcd in mi 
promptu physic il jeiks st s 
Sion whit h ht I lit r I old me 
he had done in oidt r to 
keep Botham iki upit d 
The exercises stopped i 
few minutes btfoie till u 
boarding call Iw o stand 
mg with somv oihci |our 
nrdists in a comer ot the 
room Suddenly 1 ItKiked up 
and saw Botham 
approachmgmt saying 
that he wantt d a woid with 
me He suggt sit d that I 
accompany him to inotlitr 
part of the lounge 

Reali/mg exactly what 
was gumg to happen 1 
decl^d the invitation 
reckonmg that if 1 stood my 
ground yyrith everyone 


Book Extr act 



While he was talking he began to 
prod me forcibly in the chest with his 
right index finger Gradually, the 
finger began to curl and I expected 
something more solid 


iround me it might dt tt r 
him Iron) \ lolcnct I s iid 
that 1 thougl t tht prest nl 
gtogtaphit )l sifuition w is 
isgoixlas my olliti 
St ting tht si/c ol lui i I 
w IS (It id Si ut d ^s 1 
would not iiioyc lit begin 
totxprtss hiinst 1 * 111 t X 
titnitly toitliright tt ntis 
ibo it tht Illicit I hid wilt 
Itn ilxiut hist iptiinty 
Ihtnhi htcanit moit 
gtnt ril hut no more tom 
plimt nt iry 

Whilt he w IS talking he 
began to ptod nit toicibly in 
tht lilt St witli his right 
mdt \ lingt I (ji tdually tht 
fingt I btj'an to t uri md I 
expected som thing moit 
solid 

\^hlletht m uil tx 
changes had bt c n takmg 
place quiteagalleivhad 
gathered I hen just as the 


situ iti m ht t lint itiifit 
tutu il Ht mud I hoinis 
md Dudley Don I (wlit 
wiswntinj. I book with 
Both mi) ijifH lit (I lx hind 
hull ifidlt (I liiin It hit t mtly 
iw ly Hut lit txin it 
lunud mdii sunutihis 
\tth I illick Hiiking 
m ly 1 It II mt > OIK ol the 
tlnirs igiinsitht wall md 
stiytddowni hilt Htraar I 
and DudIt v c unt back to 
pt riuadc Both im it w is 
tmu to It board 1 was still 
sh iking wht n tht limt 
11 nt to rt b lard the ni 

Cl lit 

On tht hi tlcgoflht 
flight I w 1 in m aisle scat 
nd the si It on my It ft tlit 
iiiiddlt scat was empty 
When 1 returned 1 found 
that It was now- o< tuptt d bv 
a tiicnde of iinple propoi 
tions I wassuieaftcra 
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quickglantc I i bo 

measuHimnl 'dha 

sttsomt son t \ lord 

No sooner liiti 1 it 
down md tastened my si 
belt th m I he ird an mg \ 
noise m tht gangw ly Ik 
hind me and I siw Both mi 
approaching with his ann 
laist d I he storm sign ils 
went up 1 took off ray 
glasst s md surreptitiously 
passe d them undei cover of 
mv It ft arm in the diiection 
of my new neighbour foi 1 
did not want them broken 

M> assailant arrived with 
a lew note well chosen 
epithet 1 and stood ovei 
me I Lontmui d to p iss my 
glassc s side w ivs and en 
lountt ltd soft icsistanct 1 
i ontinui d to push md only 
fully ipprt dated tilt lull 
LXtint < f her chest 
nit isuit mt nts w Ik n slit 
1 ockctc d about t ightt t n m 
fhts into the III txpiess 
tng h<*i displeasutc as she 
went with a loud Do you 
mind' With t nt mu s on 
both bidt s ol mt 1 was m a 
diifit ult situ ition Mt rtiful 
Iv 1 steward If lived and 
stttIt d I nglmd ->i iptam 
iw IV from mt and b itk to 
his St It I then txpllined 
my jc turns to the irate 
hlondt who w is still not 
entirely eon\initd 

I luring the flight to i on 
don n I isse^ of journalistic 
lonft itnti s tcKik platt 

Wt ill igittdnotto 
wtiu anything about tht 
intidMil Wt amvtdat 
litalhrow on i Situtday 
morning I he ioltowing 
Sunday wttk I wis it my 
houst m Norfolk and before 
bt t akfast 1 was g] me mg 
thiough the nt wspapt r 
htadlintswlitnlsaw 
Hotliam s nanu in large let 
tt rs on the ft ont page of 
one of them 1 hen was 
ilso something about an 
u guiiK nt with a journalist 
sf J grabbed tht paper 1 o 
my horror I saw ray own 
name in the second para 
graph I he story had been 
wtU and truly leaked 
although It was never 
admitted Probably one of 
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the journalists on tht kk 
j plane had spokt n iiidis 
. trtetlv inaHettStrtH 
I pub 

MvteUphotn nnt ill 
da> and Irom is f it iv, i\ 
j IS Australia 1 In iiilli ir 
Hit sat I Old w in)< 1 1 
I ht ir mv rsi m md i 
I did Min'Miiitl III f 111.1 II I 
iniiiiiHr 111 il it 1 I vl 
* h id t vc d I b ill mil 
I tilt I ( M 1 I 1 I I 

Ullllt I \ I J 1 I It il 

I iti II w d I I 
I I Vl Illll I \ J I ll III I 
I II d i| Il I 
Ml 'I I I II I llll I 111 till 

III t nil III I K II 

It I III si lit I till 

I 

V nil 1 iijin (iitiii III 
lid 111 I I Illll). Mid di 
lipoiiiiiii). till I Itotli ni s 

U ItllOll Mill <|UItt iiiidti 
1 iiid ibk Will till 1 till \ 
Mill III till oil IS ins 
III It llll ml Illll < lint dim 
mill Illll 1 1 ink Ki itnii 
. Mil It 111 it) ll 1 nil noi 
I nil 

ALoad 

QfBidl 

W I ll i\i ill III lid 11 

I ll ki 1 III 111 III bi me 

' toppi d t)\ dll). luiiniiie 
onto till held i its h i\i 
111 I ion ilK stoppiii pi ll 
nut SI lull oiiuuiious 
SI iinills md pif .1 Dlls 
illhoiieli nil ll I III ll I 
d ill s n III It III (lie initb ii I 
1 ol \us(i ih siitiii null I 11 
inoti emu s of nil kit II n 
ll III III I n In Id up bi k in 
I miiMis But 1 il 111 tile llll k 
I lithoiiehit did not lool liki 
(hit It till (line to be 
pii SI nt on Mil it niusl suii 
ll bi till onii Ol I ion i 
I ioun ‘1 inuilili sbieiihild 
up bi 1 bull 

, 1 M Is null or ll 11 111 till 

liti IhlOs Mill n Noi lolk 
I Illll Inisili I neieid it 
Noiiviiiiin iniinoi luuiitv 
I III iti h agiinst Ki nt Seiond 
\1 I shall It nil tube I the 
n lines ot tin numbers of 
th It Norfolk sidt long after 


more f iinoiis111 ki tir t * Mirt liittine tht 
n Illll s Inn bunt le bill ill oiet tin pi let 

ten I In i lu i ii i n I ^hn U nl m is it sqmii 

hi i ll md M ll t ei f t g md 1 1 in still i emt mbi t 

th \ It I I till exiitiinint ll fiildine 

Ji mti / It 111 till bill IS It MU don I till 

MI t til ll I I boundaii Km isIu iiI 

11 n till ImiI liidiv bti iking M 111 ti Cli nit nt 
t I iiilioiiii just missid his lot) bull 

t II It III idi eouldliudli loot im niisill 

till! Ill 1 1 tin sin ill as Noifolk ippioiilitd the 
Ml \ 1 Ilk tint Mhuh tie isuri tioii ol I lust 
M l kniieii \en b\ uiningsleii’ Amtiehind 
I 1 Illll It I ikinhim lulofiunsM isnteded mil I 

mill eiound Wondtilul m is peiilu d t lUtK on the 
I iiliti Not lolk well llll idgi of nil ill ikihiii 

llll 111 ) lUst ihoul theu bi St when iiddtiiK iionimi 
d ll llll in those iiiimidi tioiibigin in hunt ot tin 

iti postiv 11 VI ns Kent hiigi (foi itin vi ii old) 

Indniidi moti thin fOO tlntihidpiiiiion Pin m is 
but Noi toll miu fiebtinein In Id up and I m neliiditi 

till most sliiiinq iimnii misu ibk iiusti ition s i 

hiiiii Llemi nl iiidbiii gig intii bull tiotti d dinvn 

idiiili ivlii ll id pii iiousli till pnilion steps With i 

pi 111 d loi L UK ishiii md iisoundmesnotl md i 
iih) M IS tht biotliit of Bill M IK ot its t 111 itiintiud 



Play was held up and I watched in 
miserable frustration as a gigantic 
bull trotted down the pavilion steps 
With a resounding snort and a wave 
of Its tail It cantered belligerently out 
towards the pitch 


bclligerentlv out towards 
Ihepiteh 

It look a momt nt or two 
lot the situation to smk in 
and thin the plavtrs fled m 
Mhit Jiimsiuetedtobi the 
most disgusting i xliibition 
oliimiidiu Ofcouise I 
M IS suie till visitors who 
Mill III lilt field Min to 
1)1 mil Most ol them i letd 
ti till sigliisiitin indhid 
ignominiouslv bi bind it 
iihili lilt bull snoitid 
Mush md gilloiud luiious 
ll lound till siju 111 Bj 
iioM till iioMdhidbigun 
tot ikt ll isivi iitiona‘ 
till bull ll IVmg bi in iht 
III dof Iht phvi r tumid 
Its ittintion tot lie tows ol 
Ik ni 111 s bt hind the bound 
nv II till III sidi of the 
gtoLind iomvhoiiui m> 

I miilv ind ill tliosi iround 
mi dll kill 111 II lied with 
liu).lUii 1 ll iniim d dciplj 
ups t bi tin eiitiii oi r 

loi ll illll Would til bits 
nil n s 11)111 riti ition bt up 
11 mil mIi n ibout till 
fit 1 nmiinsli iiP 

Wt disioiiii d 1 iti 1 th it 
Iht bull h id est ipi d tioin 
till \i iwitlu itili in like I 
md h id St I oil n git n 
spud il iimi its[)Uisiimg 
Inndli IS I II bihinil It m is 
1)11 lusli I bull Milli t kit n 
I nsi 1 1 diiLitioii foi to 
It lib I hi unlit giounti 

II m till in iikt pint u 
iuii I d I s imil kiiDM it dgt 
ol lilt idi sin 1 1 It M is 

It nil I bull of loiisidc r 
ibli uilclltil Nom is It 
turned on tin eioMd the 
h ir dll 1 s in IK d some iv h it 
bn ithli sli III hunt ol the 
p i\ ilion 1 1) nn immt ns*, 
iilnl tliev soon tiappf (I 
ihi bull in 1 fii lornir of 
flu giound 

But not lot long Iht 
mini ll shook itst If fri i and 
Sit off it m eien grt atei 
pill thmbifou bang 
moss the middle ol the 
ground to some neighbour 
ing illotmints Without a 
moment he sitation it di 
ved through the fe ni e and 
into the assorted veget 
ablts meieifuUv never to 
I eappt ar Fifte en precious 



minutes had bttn lost and 
to mv honor f found liiat it 
was ^tKrall\ thought to 
havi bcin h\sU riL ill\ 
lunnv 

C II tou iiiii>'uiL’’ I Ik 
K imc had hi cii hi Id up it a 
tJiiiiliin st i^e till pittli 
niif,lU h iVL bctn d im in< d 
mil thi b itsini n lorittn 
li itioniiu\iK.abl\ upsit 
As It tumid out bv tin i nd 
ol till div ni\ hippiutss 
wi lonipkti loi Norlolk 
p iss< d ItK) 1 dtiih It ithtd 
I 1 7‘) not out iiid I w 1 *- ibk 
to ton 1 1 ill ilKHit th t 
I wn It lit d bull althoui'li I 
had to t ilk SI \ I ri 1\ to inv 
piiint^ ibout ill that 
lauphttr 

I’lobibh till most iinus 
inK pn ss box stoi V n 
whuli IK IS I spiitatoi 
iiixoK i d t svo tanuius old 
Auslialiiii i iiikttiis Jaik 
i inf'll ton uid bill O kt ilK 
Austialia pi i\td tlu I ouitli 
list match if,tinstthi 
Wist Indus it till \dilaidt 
<)\ ilat tlu indof lanunv 
1%9 liitht 'in il ininnijs 
Austi ilia made i wonderful 
start wht n ihasini, i taruit 
gittinf'oii for >00 

Ihi V\i St Indi ms wm 
be^mning to p mu and 
Charlit {jntlith w is iKiwImg 
to Ian Chappell with hn 
Kodpath it the non 
stnktr s tnd 1 he Austra 
bans needed tvtrx run the v 
could get and there had 
been some near suicidal 
slwrtsmgles (inffithian 
into bowl and then stopped 


We have all heard of cricket matches 
being stopped by dogs running onto 
the field, cats have occasionally 
stopped play and so have 
overcurious seagulls and pigeons 
although more rarely I daresay that 
in the outback of Australia some 
more remote games of cricket have 
been held up by kangaroos 


m hii ill live IV stride md 
saw tlut Ridp ith w is 
alrt idv thill yards down 
till wiikit bilking uf) 

Ihi time luinound proi 
tdutt on till SI 0 ( 11 '-ioris is 
lot till tuiwkr to w iin Ihi 
batsni m thi first tinu md 
to run linn out till siiond 
Itut Ijiitfith pionipllv tiHil' 
rill bills oft iht fust tiniL 
app' ilid and kidp ith was 
(|Uiti coiriilly given out 

Whin till hippinsit il 
w ivsi lusisuripk isint 
ni ss In the ni \t monung s 
piptr*^ (.iiilfith w 1 roundlv 
londt mni d lor his ai tions 
Only two wiiteis took (rill 
titlissidi and they win 
itill () Kiilly iivl he ith Mil 
lit niithci ol whom would 
havo dieaiiud of trying to 
get a batsman lUtinthis 
way 

III the press box the 
lollowing morning Jai k 
1 ingicton t(X)k Bill 0 Reilly 


t > i isk ti lling him th it hi 
woi'dniyirhni done Hit 
s mu thiiif hiinst II in i 
tiiillioii vt irs () Kiilly who 
w I silting in tlu low m 
lioni oi 1 mgli ton lull 
tiiiiudiound mil nd in i 
loiidyoiK W'hiuiwis 
bowling 1 III y 11 iiu t invoiii 
th It ki in to git ilpthi 
olhi i i nd 

(iiini sit mdmitihto 
(J R< illy 

I V IS lui kv ( nouf'li to 
]ilay III Ki ilh Milk i s I ist 
g 11 K ol til st das■. iru kit 
In 14 »4 win ri I lure hid into 
th It C imbndgi sidt wt 
pi ly I cl igainst Nottirigh im 
sh'it at hint Budge Not 
tiiigh irnsiiiii s lapt im Ri g 
impson had pi rsa idi d 
Keith to turn out is i gu< si 
tar 

Ihert was i good i row d 
on the Satuiday when 1 
dmpiied Kt ith from a skier 
m front ol the ladii s stand 


itdiipniid wiiktl Silting 
III till I Kill s st md th it d iv 
was Htyerliy 1 Iiit/ who 
w IS 1 tor mil Miss Austra 
111 Shi winloiitoinany 
Juk Hilton I was ilmost 
uitaiiily loniinliatmg 
moil on hi i th m tlu 
Lllekl t 

K< Ith III idi (>0oi (Mil 
the first miiini' md UK) m 
till second md on tlu list 
diy Cambndgi wen a*-kid 
toriiiki III imposubly lmg< 
scon to win I wfinl in lust 
kkI by I I'll It pii II ol Itic k 
w IS ^tillni It lunch We hid 
lost I wickcl 01 twodiiinif' 
tlu inoniing md ililioiidi i 
Il III 111 m igid to St i\ thill i 
only got iboui ^(Mn two 
lioiii IS i sir It hid ihoul 
Whe HIM I I hit till bill III 
till iiikIcIIi ol iIk b It It 
went uiiiningiy to i 
fiildii 

\l lunch I sit nc \t to 
Ki Ilh md lonipiami d liil 
tiilv iluiut the w ly 1 w is 
pi ly mg Ki II h lisU rii d and 
tlu n iskc d nil if 1 llioiig'lit I 
wa-tbifurlh III till how 
Id of whom Ik w IS OIK 1 
told him that ol course I 
w IS not 

Right oliouisi youri 
not luiiplKd And 
you vt done will to stay 
tliiii If you d U'Il Ik tti't 
than tile luiwli rs you d 
lia i had 70on the board 
and you wouldii I hi < om 
pi iinmg 

It was a marvi ilous pie*tc 
of hoist senst of anyone 
starling in any garni 
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T IML. Hailed a-> tiu 
«n*atew lit ait i ii ilso 
doublet as the most pou ni 
iorm of amm su linn tan 
work Us inviMbk niigK on 
anything Wta\ing into out 
lumds with Us indiMiiiHi 
able worth rt tnsuns ih i 
memories jt< tniui 
tamed oi Iokvm u 
S j^orl list) I ill 
tht 1 1\ iM >) 11 
p.issi^i o/ s ^ 

Ik wildt 11(11 h I 
w tk« hilt I I 

tht till t It 


/ 


|)»\ 


1 


I 

)i 

t \« > 
s II it 
III It Is 
II tiu 


h( loi 

>( 

silt 
iitto 
I n Ii 
lu I ( 


ot li 


I 


i 1 
1 


Vlt ll l( 


li mu itsill 

I mill si tin \»i\ 

I spoit lilt iiion 
I spoil piodnit 




wemi 



till M< itit I hi spoil Itii 
tils i.i\i us lloi} Ml I II 
lot Lotuiors it lull ittii 
ti In stunt mvsti noils 
protts km to I (liiiii 
uattioii iiiort pt opit 
aspiit ti hiioim Unnis 
plavtis Milt ptopit 
aspirt to hit doublt liiiitltd 
l)<i kli iiids likt Itoi 1, Mol t 
ptopit ispiit to iinvihti 
tht tolil It lints ot Hitktt 

Hut tht 1110 lit til tutu 
wtMit Its spdl tin >oui 
nu nioi t t V11V thillu 
thangts lit lot ihtnK't 
\nd uitli tilt II \ on 
aspu itioiis Hou in iiu 1 1 
vou put Mnitioni on i 
hiilimtd pt (It sill tliiMiii, 
tht Mt\K( \\til 1(1 Clip lit 
u IS lilt iit\ idtntiU ll 
spoil l‘t iplt lojmtl his 

hiir t\lt Ptopit ilimcud 
lilt It nimts III his luinoui 
\ti(J I t isk impossililt bt 
\ti\ fUtiniMin \tumps 
ttrs trud to pin like him 

V\«iksht(i ht %\ IS but 
I t itlinK im mor\ Xsiadel 
IS till now dusH postti 
tint Volt pinm d to tout 
ludioom w ill ^ ntw htio 
luid timiKt-d Bori'- Htik 
ti Diviiif^ iiuunil like I 
ni m luisst sst d Het ki 111 
kuHik tl ills i m Itillow lllf^ h\ 
l« itmj, 1 1 nrtl m llu Vlinib 
It (Ion fiinl 

lint Ual m i-^tc 
n IS not irnptjt^^' W* 
u IS itnporaililK' 
ttnnis hatrtak^wie top 


spi I jfi oiij iim tis Now 
likt Httktl IllllltUls bi 
I,. It w« itiiif, tlun w itihi s 
wink plivmg (No OIK pud 
lluni t ntloist IIU III Itts 
though’) 

itnnis (lidnt list lont. 
t illu 1 Nion It vv Is llu linn 
(it till kit isKipillht iinl 
tht t nil mg Incliim won tht 
Stills i;^ mist I ngliiid 

CrI ISS I lilts WtU 1l)tM>l 
Itii Now ill It rntisition 
ttntiid oil pittlvs lilt 
linn ot llu iiionu III w is 
K ipil I )t \ \ll o\ (I, tht 
tountn ptopit inuisurtd 
tiuii iiin up to mattli his 

llu luro tiilt till IMS 
htti intl hulkd bv llu 
nout ishuifj tilt t (it int ili i 
Iiu iitioii iiid most spt 
ntii ilK llu lotus of Ilk vi 
Sion I tit on nun iiid 
vvimuit lit Innvcd to out 
tomtuHisntss llu pio 
uss t)i siliLtit n 1 mitlK 
distninuntorv but tliost 
who null till ;^r.iiU ti 
di liihti lUMt (1 bt loi 
CttUii Not tnliitlv tint 

IS 

Wtlt ht lilts i\(t (Hi 

III ll I |>i (it si it Ik km tIu 
idMiit III liM ttliMsitn 

Diiihtliil \hillk indwInti 
ph toi,i iph tucktd twit m 


tilt spoils pipt of <1 dailv 
luwspiptr tould IK Ml 
lint tiu sinu inifiut is i 
toluui stqutiut of I spun 
U1 iiiUiMK tiu (ipt 111 in 
Ohmpit linil 


Conn t( thiiil ot i 
(Milts itllUt 1 It 

tion Ih in It I It t 
who won Hit 


stunt 
tilt 11 
\ oil know 
woriit n s 


KKIm titli It tilt St out 
\snd ()1 louist vou dt 
but dt \( ll know who won 
llu nuns 11111 ilhon (>t 
till wtiiuiis tiMlDni ^iii 
know tint Mu lull Nim i|i 
lov i won tht I idles sinj,lt s 
It Wiinbkdon tins vt it hut 
t 111 vou till nil who won 
(ht nuns doubles'' 

f )ui ing tiu I' It kt I III 
tonlv llu still uul stiiiliv 
ititr U it IS 1 It billion) 
C ll mill I \int till III ll 

i til kt tits liltt kills lit 
diittis (lukiul ilosi ujis 
( t swt 1I114 111 wills w ilk 
int, link ll '11 nnikt is ot 
bitsnitn lutwttn tltlivti 
Its Kitiiif^s ini|)r ltd 
ov 11 night ind nu it signiti 
i iiitlv intit nil Hit It 
wonun iMK swti )iiiit HI 
tht It It visit n it I witih 
nu 1 11 I lit I I lOLiist 
chinml Niiit wi to Ik 


Remember Cart Lewle^ He rode the popularity crest 
till the wave—suddenly, cruelly—broke under him 



tome synonymous with ex 
tellenn ui sjuirls cover 
igt I hev derived iheir 
own untqut nultage out of 
turning (xiltd nukiterb 
into superstars 

I ht phenonu non of 
thvnging htrtKs is almost 
uruuiving Om week, a 
min tan bt setond only to 
(lod lilt ntxt week re 
ihittd to 1 distant incniorv 
in tiu lit kit inuids of a 
milium spoils lovtis Rt 
mt mbt I C irl 1 ewts^ 

H tiled IS the ultimate 
sportsmin of his time 
Itwtsudt tiu iKipultnlv 
msi till llu w ivt Slid 
dt iilv 1 1 ue llv bi okt 
iinilir Inin lit n ishtd 
bilk to It iliiv only to find 
tint he w IS iiiort ll Ip 111 
No lone 11 w IS lu tiu 
s(Uit.hl iflti itlllite ol lu 
lo \iiptlis Olvnipus 

A kw lumiMi sin 
vivtd the I iv igts (ll unit 
I lu St nu n Ill kIi in uitk li 
bit III Ilk on Ihi world oi 
s]K>il 1 he St int II will lit V 
ti bt foigoUtn Ihtst men 
Wert ind iit svnonv 
mous with tiu ir lesputive 
spoils 

I hmk ot It lints ind 
Hoig imiit tonus im 
itudiatilv t( mind Imi in 
Kh in IS ilnio i unnudiitt Iv 
lonnittid with dishing 
intkti ilthimtli out is not 
lilt wilt tiut tins IS lu 
t lust ot his ttltnl or liis ' 
looks Roxiiig IS t pitomist d I 
In Muhimmad Ah Dilev I 
Ihompsoii Is tht ptisoni 
fitation of the detathlon 

How did this pi 01 ess 
e volvt '* ^ 11 e thei>t 
athletes 1 super bleed’ 
V\as (htii ekvation the 
eflett of medn hype’ Why 
dont others ftt into this 
t xelusivc slot'’ Im not sure 
I know the answei to that 
one 

What I do know is that 
the peremual searth tor a 
hero nevtr ends Phey 
tome I hev go iodays 
hero will bt tomnnows 
memory A new sportmg 
ev((;nt A new hero 

Pradeep Ppui 



And I looked high and low for you,,. 

T(Kkih you may ^ut wu liiui rue , if)it / k jt II i y onyi 

IIti tin<^ m<. mtnt G>.t trtmon Aijl > )r\rd Mii<t /vc , )u 
pkiurc lu t i 'you m trtr f y \ k p< tu Hn\<n u t twe 
fui with ycv d'h > i\t liifl rh 

Avdihblt mva/i u k k \\tl A^>j A t.r 



Snap(>er 







Avery special gift 
for a very special child. 

Itait'Dust’s 
Childieni^^ 
(Duwth 1986 


Your money keeps growing- 
twelve times over. 
With a bonus dividend 
over and above! 


The Children s Gift Growth Fund Itmikei 
ihi perfcLi nft for a child you cate about 
Under thnkhime vour money doubles 
in 6 years And goes on to multiply 
12 times o\tr m 21 years 
It s best to invisi in this Scheme soon after 
sourihildisbnrn However you can invest 
ioi an older child too — up to the age of IS 
1 he table below shows you how much you 
will have to insest at any given stage to reach 
a sum of Ks 12 000 when vour child is 21 
Amount to be invested at difTcfciit agea Ui 
getRs 12 000 at the age of 21 years 


AiiKHini* 

(lb) 



‘Aimunit Ic nestedi unhUili ihcii<:an.si 
R 100 


The highlights of the Scheme 

• Under thi Sehemc an) adult — parent 
relauve or friend — can give a gift tn any 
ehild under 1 ^ No prool of age 

IS necessan 

■ Your gift earns an assured 12 5% 
dividend which gels remvesud every 
year Along with a bonus divideiid ci eiy 
5 years 

• Thegiftmiiuiesuhtiiihechildrucies 

21 I hrre s in option of withdrawing at 
18 Umilthen nolHidv noieyenthe 
parent or the child can touch the gill 

(I the dividend 

• Fhi face value ol each Uml under the 
Scheme i Rs 10 Appheatioiis esn be 
m ide for multiples of ten Umts 1 he 
mimnium number 1 1 Units you can apply 
1 ir 1 Ilf n 1 he n IS no maximum 

Under ihi IinaneeAet 19HA the gilt lax 
e\i mplion I nut is Ks 20 000 

Application forms ate available from 
any office Chief Representative or 
Agent of Unit Trust and at all blanches 
of commercial banks 

Please vend me the free C (Ail brochure 

Name _ _ 

1 Address___ 


Mail coition to 

Bombay Post Bag 11410 I el 2'i«lg7 
CaleulU Post Bag M) Tel 209(91 
Madras Post Bag 5063 Tel 27433 
New Delhi PostBtwS Tel 331 863» 


UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 

(A Public Sector Ptnanaal Institution) 


This IS a n ongoing scheme available throughout the year at par 4t Rs.lO/- per Unit. 


StU.UT 4>«a6 
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tlfl'MTS 


Ripped off 

1 AM must ujist t lUiUt It) < xptm m < 
whihodutTtdlunu onllu list rfn 
uf tiu F)t III) 1 1 in Itch Im tw < n 
AnsliaiiJ and 1 idi i \Mhi t « 
nu point out til It i III r \ ii I 
visitinK indi i oi ‘ 1 i 
Alti r >'< Mim 11 ) I il I iM 

diuti ft! I 111 iiih tit 

l Vt I \\ I 11 ki t t J 

dill iiiiur 1 iinvtd 

pprotLii tall Iv I (HJ 

I ! VI none, toil pit tsvd to find 

I) u iilint' in I lit tor I IK ki t for 
I I It It that person who wao 
II t I It t II Um ti< ki f- wis not 
I o Hint tilU' itipiii 1 vcntuallv 
ilioiji ^ rtO |i III 1 < iiUn d lilt 
»,iound lilt i p uinu l^t nijH t loi tin 
til ktt 

I hi II toniv II ii/tnicnt tin 
I uiiipiu ^ t tnd piivi is) I illtd sfniiips it 
I ibout t lipiii IhtiiioK Ihiil 
put d I )iiijM t lot ''tminiitfs i 

' iiiiki i 

Ihi ti III tvptlK tilt wholt hull in 
I 11 id ltd iliilKiiii V III till liidiiii 
iiiili lolliiul I is|t (AiWhvwis 
till It III out ti i U til k( ts for I 1 1 st 

I Uli\ lull llii niitihwi II pio^ 

ii 1 1 \N'i liould voii Itivi topiv 
ti 11 ti t I I w tilt 11 I t sMon 

Ol till I I t (I I U (1 t I'l w 
pi ihli )tNh it III Ip) I I 111 t t 

himiH'it 

So/iit I ht It iu 11 front /i n t 

Too many team games 

NOW iJi.ll lilt I 111 lain h IS rum, down 
on till -.pkndoiii ind piitiilioltlt 
I KMh \‘-itnOhnipii •>at Stool i iu I 
I w int to t \pit ss thi luiih \oui olumti 
I thil itisiKitht 1 tin noi ii>!lil to 
iiulurit ft III) f lint Mil tht ‘Vsiuloi 
< It mil till v\ iilil (ihnipii 
OhII pi VI u tiitidbvthi 
nil I 11 ' 1 ink 1 thi till t iiilurv 

II V ti ti t t I sjHiil siiiUKth mil 
s| iniiii 1 ol iiidmi i i/s iikI it loiitimitd 
til' till t nil 1 1 till Ko nm I mpi rot 
llitiKlost II in {‘>1 \ |) 

' Uni on C oiihi i tin of f r iiii i u sut 
I It III d till Ohinpii III lK‘)b ind 
sill I thill wi au lontinuinp it iv(t> 
i It ip vt II Ihi \ lador \sijTiOivin 
pM 1 -^ oiiduilidiiilKtwitninidw IV 
'•ill si\ httwiiiuwowinldOhni 
pi \ till iniunttiutk would ltk< 
ti ’in hill II ihi Olvnipii should 
tint Ih i ii in s|i< 1 1 irid it mu s i on 
*11 mills * »h indii Kill j/s tiL,iitiiiK 1 ) out 
iiiioiii. th irisi h like in i unniiii’ 
k piiifOH ^ ireiwmi, oi-wiiimunx ind 
I whit got! 


Win tin 1 ini' lio did bring team 
t ituslikt oik V I) ill basketball frxit 
bil luKktv wall I polo tennis, bad 
I luiion table tinius to be included m 
fht Ohinpii s' flow tan individual 
I \i t lit III I be brae kt ted with team 
(i olleetivt) performame'* How tan 
live OI (le van players of a winning 
t( ini claim individual ere dit (mccbls)’’ 
Ml dah < ame d through team work art 
not slrit*lv Olympics tamed and it is 
not fair on or for the competing indi 
vidu i) ireiloi me rs In winning leHitball 
and hoeke V no individual Koitan has 
e u nc d laure 1 not L hina in winning 
b idniinfon ind 1 ible tennis or vol 
levball andbiskttb ill 

so pk ase illovv me to plead for tlie 
ill k linn of ill tt din game s and sjiorts 
lioni the Ohmpits if it is to maintain 
It piistine glorv tliat of te sting the 
indiv idu il spee d stre ngth and sta 
iTuna 

Aft* r ill ill ti am gmit ‘ and spoi tb 
hive then ownWeirldcuptouina 
me Ills' Win ihtnthe Ohnipus'* 
h \ Mi%A\ 
liiimhn 

Boycott to blame 

\S you sow so sliall vou renp —tht 
Seoul Asian Games piove tins in 
mipk measure 1 he dis.istrous pi r 

I >i m iiK i It St out IS not uni el ite d to 
the heiM lilting of the C'linmonweaJth 
< ■ line \ si)u id w hii h w is in re idi 

u s lor I diiilmi gh w is ek me d inter 
mil nilixixisurt lliroughpolitieal 

II III M live Mill C oiiMilei the uigutsh 
thev vvitil thioigh Ihe teeliiigot 

Ik uig denied the oppoiturutv oitest 
un the ir goals in the laet of intenui 
Ik nal st iiid iidi I h it be trav il ind 
the resultintlru lr<ition isnioit le 
spoiisibli lot slippe d-.t ind irds it 
Seeml tliaii anv tiling i Ui 
Sf V/f (rAKOnn 
e ih oiti 

Commentators, please 

nil l\ eintrage ol the thiui and 
iuul I« st maleh he tween Indi. and 
Australia pined at Bombn eanbe 
long I (nicnibt i e d foi two things 
uiumagtiiitive i imet i woik <ind iintat 
ingioinmeiitarv Aetualh tlieeom 
me nUtori pl nt il more erieket tlian 
lilt plivers 

1 ledtKim IkVilie i usually i level 
Iu aded ind flue nt e oinnit ntatui but 
he was ee>mplet( I dominated and 
eelipsedbv the Hindi eonimentatoi 
K 11 UhiU gav and thi t xpe rt G T 
Sai watt We t \|H 1 1 the i ommenta 
tois to stick to the tame in question 
and sum up with some special pointb 


But Raj Bhargav and C 1 Sarwate 
took upon themselves the task of 
explaining th( game for hours on end 
and that too in Hindi which none of 
the V lewers in South could understand 
or care to listen Dr Pun, Ra\ I 
Chathurvedi and ligermadesucha 
fine combination at the Delhi 1 est that 
It was a pleasure to listen to them and 
It was educative too M L Jaisimhais 
another good commentator who does 
not bore the viewers to death 
In view of the forthcoming World 
Cup may we hope for at least good 
commentators with gixxl lommand 
over English and who do not tliink 
thev are the founders or historians of 
eneket' Let us not become the 
laughmg stock of commentators like 
Richic Benaud and Tonv Greig 
A V KLSHAVAMURTl 
MddrdS 

Ignored 

11 IS unfortunate that Miss Soma 
Dutta who brought one silv er and one 
bron/e Me d<i) lor tlie Countrv has 
practicdUv been ne glei f«d bv o'Jr 
St itt Sports Council wlitii Kenila and 
Punjab did a lot iur their jiartiiipants in 
the Asiad k ven the 0'\mpu Assoc la 
tion of Bi ngal took no uitei est in this 
legard lor reasons not known We are 
pioudofbom.! but we have made no 
inilutive tohonoarlur 
Niplidi DaS (lupld 

L i/culti 

What about the rest? 

will! 1 pojiutdtion of 11 ounel eight 
million It !*■ adisgnic that wt could 
oiilj win live golds it the \si in 
(i init s And w lull is worse lour ol 
them were wonbt one pel son Our 
Golden Girl P 1 Usiui No amount j 
ol praise is sufficient lor this tact * 

saving pt rfoimance from Asia s most 
pii/cd possession on the track 
1 hrt e other Indians made their 
(ontnbution in bringing a smik to Uie 
lips of the huge contingent Veteran 
Kartar Singh se t a giKid t xampk* for 
his Youngt r Uanimate s bv winning his 
second Asian gold medal hav mg w on 
a gold at the Bangkok Asiad eight 
vearsago KhazanSmgh with a silver 
in the 200 butterfly proved that he is 
the only Indian swommer who is ol * 
mtemational e lass Little Soma Dutta, J 
won two medals and promises to wm 
many moie for hei country in the ‘ 
future If these three touJd perform 
their best how is it that nei others 
could'* 

JAYANIA^ANDIROY 
Guwdhah 
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P OLLY UMRIGAR was 
one who had maintamed 
that It would be verydilh 
cuh to beat the Australians 
even before the senes had 
started At the end of the 
last lest he conceded that 
the visitors were slightly 
immature in some cases 
but were more senous 
than us On being prodded 
as to why India i ould not 
dnve home the advantage 
in the Bombay Test he 
appeared intngued about 
why Kulkami had hatdly 
been given a bowl on tlie 
last dav 


S OMLONF hid the 
Umeiitv to isk Gavas 
kar to comp irt himsc 11 with 
PTlJshd How can 1 lie 
c omp « ed to her? he ^llot 
back Man Ihitgiilhis 
won five golds Im the couii 
try attcr swt it mg it out 
Don (lx stupid < nough to 
compait he r with me' 


A S! NlOKBoudottuial 
rtciue steel (i i\ i k ir lor 
the bit with which he 
I scoiedthe cctitutv il he 
intended to pat t with it at 
I all I his w IS ilmosl on the 
I Ime s of Dujoii s re qut si at 
Midns 148184 Spue i 
thought fot the ni in liehuid 
you Dujon hid said At 
the end ol his innings 
Gavaskar h id given his b it 
away I his time lound 
Gav isk 11 s lid But w hic h 
one * 1 batted with thre < 
dunng my innings using i 
heavy bat at the siirt to get 
set with a me dium heivy 
after I liad got set and i 
lighter one late r on Am 1 to 
cut my hsi into pitc t s md 
give them awiy? 


A NI WSPAFERMAN 
prese nted Greg Matth 
ews at Bombay W'th his 
action pic tuies of the tied 
t lest Matthews was 


BSiL r 


moved he vigorously 
shook the scribe s hands 
and said What do you 
want in retum? Is there 
anything I can do for you ? 
Is there any souvenir that 1 
cmi possibly give you? 



let i this IS more c \c iting 
than winning a Test 
maleh' 

P F I I \ piovineiilism 
within tilt Bond Well 
lisUnto this me Dui 
uigtlie hipiii 11 U div 
III tell iltei i hiiidi ikint 
I mdit II id missed i couple 
olclnncis oiu ol the 
Suuthlndii biscduiKii 
i IS t( III III ed Ht s more 
I ^ o ilki epe 1 Ih in i wickc 1 
keepet Ihisirltdiie 
p( ltd licinlht Western 
pirl ol lilt coiintiv Mui 
1 indit h id ht c n given the 
hckII d Me Delhi lest 
sh »!It lied I 1 little ovet i 
dIV the issue ciopped up 
ly iin Woitls wdc i \ 
cliingcd Hie list wotd 
e imc li 11 the lormti K inji 
liophv tuketer nd In in 
lit If I n/'if; iki tot Id- 
p tilde lit K i|u Mukhttjee 
1 (t us be InJi ms fii si 
genllenu n 

B ISHFNBFDIs 
obsdvationin Iht 
Sunda\ Mad about his old 
U animate (itvi kariaised 
a fe w eyebrows Bedi 
wrote I have never 
known an Indian sportsrn in 
so eonseious of his own 
greitness whose iiroganl 
sell e onfide nee would re u h 
every nook and comer of 
the opposition e amp 
Is there anything ubjei 
Uonable in the tbove stile 
ment? Is it wrong to be 
arrogantly se If c onfident ? 
Moreover when it 
reaches in the words of 


theautlioi every nook and 
t omer of the oppositiem 
e imp and not one s own? 
And eonseious of his oyvn 
gi eatness it w ould be 

ndiLulousif (laviskai were 
not iware ol his st ilure 
wuhin the Indian eoritext 
will i< he c xnnot as nine h 
as take i ste p without sign 
mg in lutogr iph 

T HI f ist/one iletloi 
Amh IT Kov le ii nt 
oi his 1 e pi It c me nt ft oni 
the St le c lu II t omnullt t 
Ihiough the iit wsp ipe i s 
IJv revertingt< Pinkij 
Roy—he w is llie !• isl 
/one itpiesditilive htloie 
Anil) 11 Roy —the ippoiii 
leesestihhshecl i point 
F ve n though P inkii Kov is 
the sdii iniost select i in 
the ic miniitie 1 tiy he is 
not the e II in I h inks 
I the now 111 11 )w out pob 
ly of the Boerd 

A kOl I’l K )t )ouin ilists 
Il id 1 1 uyli wile II the v 
irili ciewidtiiv iskii the 
othddiy 'll/e el 
(»ii isA H dtmU ht teil I 
t)iK ol the sdiljt s Gni 
Ai cft/ii? Wild 

IS sM(i t liking ihoiit won 
dered the oies m in \dw 
Sirii;/ie isktel 11 IV isk II 
I nil I ilkiiiy iho it the 
liottle ope net 0|Knei 
< It til'' AiuKiiv iskir pie 
cede cl to uneoik i s >fl 
(liink 

1 IS voui tie vt 
V V I iigel e me e ne 
asked (j IV iskai Is die n 
thous ind 11 St 


runs? 

Ant V lai U) w I) i 
veiyfirtway Hit t 1 
I am not bitting well I i 
tailing outbide the oft 
Stump rhue IS tie ison 
for this When I w IS idiv 
old I wasnuxcduptei 
fishenvoman s child in ti t 
mateniity ward I oi 21 
hours I staved with the 
fisht I worn in until the 11 rot 
was de te e tt d So vou st t 1 
have mheiited this tiait ol 
lishing outside the stump 
IkIhtdtHU hu i idt he 
ecuielued 

G avaskar makes 

good copy Iheothti 
dav he w is at a part> in 
Galeutta and the host un 
e orked a iMiltle of e li im 
p'lgiie 1 his IS in honour of 
Giviskars lird ht 
aiuiouneed to the sm til 
group that had be en in 
viled A young 1 idv sitting 
nc xt to G ivaskai quite m 
noecntly dropped i bomb 
she 11 with Yout Urd 
what? 

I roni the t nsuing lem 
versation it tr mspirtd thit 
(tavaskar had a stand it the 
W inkhede Stadium n init d 
ittci him Did vou give 
them I donation? she 
liked Soiteit replied 
the unpish (lavask ii 1 
piidieirniy stuid he shot 
b 11 k unable to 11 sist Ih it 
emt 

B l I w lit be fore you roll 
ovti with laughtc r 
Ht re s the e I issie one Ironi 
SMG Alter the eonttovei 
si tl I ist d ly m M idras the 
HI w IS quite thick with 
four kiterepithets— 
t y e rvone hid be gun t ilkiiig 
about st ind n ds of dt 11 n 
ey Wht n the Indian te im 
wis mvited to diniu r by the 
Austidiiin Higli Goiiunis 
sionei 111 De Ihi dunng the 
second lest (iivisketwas 
intiodue ed to his host Mr 
I eikes He toldlum Vts 
sir I hive he ud so inmh 
aiiout yon 1 he AusU ill m 
pi i ve rs kt c p 1 e ft mng t e 
your n line on tin 6c Id 
Only they rnispionouiic c it 
sliyditlv' 


Cover Six® 


6 

SPORTSWORLD \ ou 
haw played a coupU of 
months of mttrnultonal 
cricket Suddenly you ha\e 
become a Mar <rukeler 
What IS the ptrceptable 
change that you have 
notwed around you' 

RAMAN LAMin Whti 
you do will (wopk do t irt 
clun/;in^’ tlx ir .lUttu 'i '< 

V, ird' vou jx '* 
i< you <)nr! V It >i 

hivi dom Ihtn^ > 

J (juili ) U Vi itason t i ilii 
' Oni. i fjttau I l*u t II1 
' ,m fit int? -ihovvii ii V 
(h otiiti i‘ th irt 
rttoMXScd and » ) 

1 ’ll tl« \ fit I ih> I’kc 
\ III b' lh( HI ome 
^ thing lik< tlut 

You mentioned 'being ret- 
ognmd Has theie been 
any such mstante* 

Its v»M> simpU Once vou 
play fot India and do well 
you an Mctfi'id in inle 
when ytiu might nid ithir 
wist 

for example, alter lou had 
scored M-plus in laipur, 
Has then ans inMame of 
public aiciplanii, like 
being mobbed* 

It was unbi lit v ibit It w is 
a htTov welcomt 

VI hat has been sour fan 
mad bkt of latt^ 

rhe tiling IS UliI I liavi not 
been liomt sintt the '■eneb 
started I liave got letters 
I on tour but 1 am looking 
forwaid to Rottmg home 
and checking the null 

You mentioned something 
about girls 

It’s human iiatmt When 
they thmk you are gtxid 
enough you get more let 
terb, more people peepmg 
in or tinging vou up 

HAen exactly did vou 
notice the change around 
you^ HAen you came batk 
from Shaikh, from Eng- 
j land or after Jafpor"* 


RAMBO! 



Co^^ro^ 


ALMOST DROPPED FROM THE DELHI SIDE LAST 
SEASON. MAN OF THE SERIES AGAINST 
AUSTRALIA IN THE ONE-DAY SERIES THIS SEASON 


Raman Lamba speaks to Mudar Patherya 
on the remarkable transformation 
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You've got to A- veil for 
over a period of ln.if. Pub¬ 
lic reaction builds up gra i 
dually. So the Jaipur mat i.h I 
jcould have been the end I 
iresult of a process m which 
the other games have also 
played a p^. But on the 
overall, it does make you 
feel great especially since 
this has come a^r 6-7 
years of domestic crfcket. 
Now everybody tends to 
give you more attention. 1 
suppose it is normal human 
behaviour. 

Before the Jaipur match 
you had been drawn into a 
controversy of sorts. Let me 
explain. Gavaskar had 
been dropped. Dropped in 
place of lamba, as some 
newspapers carried the 
line. Did this put any un¬ 
due pressure on you? Fan¬ 
cy, Lamba replacing 
Gavaskar ! How did you 
feel? Especially as you 
were yet to make your in¬ 
ternational debut. 

Not quite. If I am chosen 
my job is to go and play in 
the middle. As simple as 
that. It’s not got anything 
to do with whether 1 am 
replacing Gavaskar or 
someone else. Incidentally, 

I am Sunnybhai’s fervent 
adnurer. 

When I went in. Sunnybhai 
was batting at the other 
end. I was confident. 1 told 
myself that 1 would do well 
and was prepared for the 
Australians. 

But wouldn't you have pre¬ 
ferred being in the stdte 
without the Gavaskar con¬ 
troversy at all? 

But how does that concern 
me? It was only among 
people who started the 
controversy. How do 1 get 
involved? 

Because the newspapers 
said: ‘Gavaskar replaced 
by Lamba’. That’s why. 

They write so many things. 

1 don’t believe everything. 





The longer you wait in the dressing 
room, the funnier thoughts keep 
crossing your mind. When I was 
getting ready to walk in, my captain 
told me: **Go and enjoy yourself.” 


M t till I It w )cn I 
IIV iii( 11 Mi I d t 
< I I in th I ip I 

H/»v not* 

Ik ih II V iilui) 

I r lit ( iiv II 11 in 
It 1 

S<» you do iftt nffnUd hy 
lu H spofH t nporty * 

II III lit illv Ih \« I t < vit 
w n li (1 tl \ ick t ijK s t 
till I 11 If; tint I plivt.d 
I'us is m In 11 st I d I I 
vv nt t 1 1 a w h it tlu i ii 

< 111 I It 1 tit s IMI f 

Ihd voh t ypi it to h* i hosi n 
lor tilt faiput rnabh* 

1 V s IvttllUt, ITIV tmf,tis 
t t { Ihl \ HIIKIUII (d 

t It l( tm lull in h lui Ih 


fort tilt mit h Our mini 
tst I Ml It lit, t imt in s(i I 
•iskid lum whit tht tctm 
vv IS 111 t Ht Slid \uu lit 
piivinf 

WAo/ Hat thi fint thought 
to trow your mind* 

It VMS 1 shut irtim tht hlut 
'iiiitt Suiinvblm iiid shin 
(SllkkintlU Wttt till It 1 

kiitw thil It w IS v,oinf, t( 
Ih diflu ult M ttiiii, ml ihi 
tt nil It VMS VItv ihouKht 
till <)1 tlitiii 11 iiiikt me bit 
at number thrtt 


Mhal na\ upptrmost in 
your mind whin you 
Holktd out to bat in 
Jaipur* Tension^ \mouv 
neti * Or Halting to get 
after the Ausytey"* 

I didnt want to viiait tiHi 
loni. III tht ditssiiiK iiKim 
Iht kmgti \ou vvail the 
tuinitr idt IS ketp crossing 
VI iir mind in i vmv it ims 
good tint whtn I went in 1 
hid 1 tuget iht id ut nit 
VMitn 1 VMS getting u idv 
to w ilk in mv t iptnin told 
nu (>o and enjoy vour 


sdf 

f nfoy votii tlf Did hi j 
uty that So f,uidiliiiy* I 

Nt tic t it II 1 1 1 IK I 
bt St hi iild 1 V I 

needed it ir ui I ir I 

an over just > in ml In sli 
the 1 lb 1 hit s h w It 
should be It 11 ok 111 
pitssiire oft me I 

Snkkanth Has hatting at 
the other end Did hi say 
anything* 

When I w liked in lu inie 
over mo siid c mit on 
Ramin >od lit liis 
Ik mg ih ii 1* i big 
ditkienee 1 mv onti 
den t Whti v m i nd lur 
parlntr Ixitiiig (he bill he 
nituiallv mikes things 
easier foi vou Wu tend to 





1.^» ' •■V' .it' 




feel that since he is hitting 
the ball around the bowler 
IS not bowling well 1 hat s 
when you start tlunking 
that perhaps you can do 
the same 

When you had reached 50, 
what WAV vour first reac¬ 
tion^ 

At that stage we had to get 
runs at runs an over 
That was the only target in 
my mind nut a persoi^ % 
or lOU Incidentally I was 
quite annoyed with myself 
for getting out at 64 be 
heveme ! was batting well 
at that stage the aslong 
rate was 4Vi an over and 1 
felt that there was no 
reason why 1 could not 
have stayed right till the 
end 

But didn't you feel at the 


Srikkanth’s being a parbier made a 
big difference to my confidence. 
When you find your partner belting 
the bail, he naturally makes things 
easier for you. 


start that Ki aaj pachaas 
kar kngt to sab tlicck ho 
jaaeyga'* 

Not quite Ihert was no 
figure in mind at all I felt 
onct I had been settkd that 
I should bat till thi end 
Ihis feeling was especially 
piedominant when I had 
got my “50 

!Koi< stored 64 in that in¬ 
nings It tculd be the 
equivalent of scoring a cen¬ 
tury on Test debut Vihat 
was the reaction in die 


dressing room * 

I can t remember who first 
came up to me but they 
were very happy about the 
innings It was Iht 
proudest moment of m\ 
entire earttr 

4/ \nnagar you dashed 
out in a hurry and were out 
without scoring Success 
and failure, you had ex 
penenced both in your first 
two international innings 

Basically I am an aggres 


sivc player It 1 had middled 
that ball fi-om Simon Davis 
it might have gone for six 
rather than as an edge to 
th( wuket keeper' Ihe 
dressing room was silent 
now I suppose that is how 
you Icam in a way it was 
good that 1 camt across 
this important lesson rather 
fast m my raieer 

Did that experience pre¬ 
pare you in any wav for the 
Rajkot match^ 

Cettainly I was told at the 
team meeting that if 1 could 
gel mto the seventies (out 
at 7 i) there was no reason 
why I shouldn t have gut a 
century Alter all you don t 
often get into the 70s 
either The team was very 
encouraging Go m and do 
It they kept saying 
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What do the crKics mean by that I am 
*not a Test cricketer'? Just look at 
the West Indians; if the rule were to 
be applied to them, they would never 
play Test cricket at all! After all, 
most of them are strokemakers 


Does haung a young suk 
to play for make a differ- I 
ence in tins ease^ ' 

When you are on the youn | 
ger <>tde that keenness and i 

aggressive edge is always | 

there 

The Australian must have 
been taken by surprise 
They can t have expected 
threi “iO-plus innings in 
four match! \ from a new- i 

conifr 

During the Rajkot match I 
remtmbtr Simon Davis 
lamt running from the 
I othc r end of th( fit Id atttr 1 i 

had bten dismisstd md 
said well dont Wt ire ! 

good tntnds now 

( ritii \ Hhispir that vou are 
not a Ttst imketir Vihile 
you hail lumeded at the 
oni das tesci Ihi purists 
are aghast at thi uncon 
iintional imthods that sou 
hate tmplosid 

A (ikltUi IS I mil till 
VI h It d( iht \ riu in b\ th it 
1 1 II not I Itsl tiuki (tr 
Just lo if il tht Wt St Indi 
ills it tl) luk wtit I b( 

I ippktd It fht m th \ w )ill 
' ntvtt {)li\ h I n 111 it 
all’ AtU I ill mt st it tin m 
lit ‘■tioktmil tis If vou 
I t in hit Iht bill ind inort 
I inipoit iiiUv tilt It whitb 
bill to hit wh\ slioul 1 tht rt 
I bt 1 prohltm 

But vou mil agrit that tht 
application nquirid for u 
five das match and a ont 
das garni is diffennt 

^ WtlJ i fnt d Ilia this no 
difftitnt irom i thtet div 
oi I ont dav nutcli ^ou 
arc I1H It ly pi iving dilh rent 
plivtis If vou tan gt I luns 
in one vou t in ptl runs in 
tht othci lot 

I But don t vou agree that to 
plas in a lest match sou 
med a bit of deftnu too* 

Idomtdtnyit I have gol 
«ighl first tlass centurit s 
including a double hundred 


list St ison Ihil woiildnt 
hive bftti possibit witlvm 
1 dtfentt Vou ij/rte 

Moicovti you L nploy 
difftitnt tit IKS ioi (iifft 
rent situ It ions Mi\1k I 
would no* hivt bitliil t 
igyit sivtlv hid tht mitth 
it Rjjkot Intn I lest hor 
txampk at Dtlhi wt wtrt 
in I fiulv light jKisiIion is i 
couplt of wicktts hid fil 
It n J went 111 and took it 
t isv lot 7 S ovt IS 11 is 
(veiybody -jiys I im \ 
one da\ tntkt tei 1 hould 
liavt gont in and stirttd 
hitting light dwiy So tht 
tntits lit tnlilltd to thtii 
own opinion 

Vfho has influenced you 
the most* 


1 hivt iM-tn git itlv uiflu 
tmtd bv nn j iiciit I isi 
St isoii 1 hid been diopiKtl 
bv DtUu 1 woikid 
bird sintiit tinning ft i 
nirrt tliin lliiet hour i 
d i\ n d w IS now tot ill\ 
disippointid 1 Slid I w IS 
lim hi d Iht It wjs lit 
point in t iiiviri^ on 1 I >)(l 
mvstif \i tint i ^t mv 
paitnls ktpt rt issuiinj iiu 
tint 1 would iinkt it 

St (ondlv M id in [ il i I 
Sunndt i Kb urn i m idt 
lilt thil 1 w I nt I It jipid 
fr im till Dtihi quid I Ind 
bten dropjitd bum Hit 
t It vtn 1) t il > n idt surt 
thti 1 w IS It I iimd III fht 
I') 1 he rt wis a possibility 
of m\ iKing ptmivunth 
dropped from Vht Delhi 15 


Nikhti W wtta chary a 

11 

! 

mind you 1 k] not Ut 
I It happen 

Which innings urned thi 
wheer 

The innings igiinst Mali i 
ashtn at Punt whtn 1 
scored 211 aftt t getting bl 
m the earlici inninj 

That kept you in the side 
for somi time you mean 

Kept me in tht bide’ y\h\ 
things were working the 
otht T w IV now Within four 
wteks of that innings 
slit w (whisllt s) I w IS m the 
Indian squ id fin Sharjah' In 
tht inte nni jiciiod 1 had got 
a hundrtti igimst I'uniab 
and inothtr hundred 
against Kiji thin at Kota 
In tht last nuntioned in 
naigs 92 of mv runs wtrt 
from boundanes 

lour htsi innings ssas 

Obviously igun t Kajis 
th in It Kot i It w 1 in an 
underprtpared tr itk tht 
bill was tuiiuiig yirds ind 
the bountt wi untvtii 

iour hundred against 
York shut in / ngland and 
the innings at Harrogate 
against Pakistan in the h 
miled-oiirs matih base 
hem urittm about 

ihil Voikslmi tiiiturv 
w ts in import ml ont lot 
iiu Iiuriii mu I hivt bt in 
siiipristil afU I ht hidbt n 
bt ibout itMiiroealt Om 
SIX o' mint off Imi in s 
btwhng vvtrit iighl out of 
tht giouiul Ilitrt WIS 
tjuiti i hold uj) IS they tm d 
ft iiiovti (lit bill 

When this Indiun siason 
began Hhat is the success 
you had reasonablv antict- 
pattd* Link Hhai tten 
iinteh kilt I lengt lo llitek 
ralicgi Dtd you Jiel that 
Hay at all at tht start* 

Not quite Nobody has 
bten sui essful at prtdKt 
mg eiieket Not me either 
I vtn about myself 


Ficn® 
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Flushing Meadow! The name carries no magu fot tm 
Flushing! Never was a place more aptly named. I spt ni a 
week with the roar of the toilet and the name of Jimm\ 
Connors ringing my brainpan 



Ivtuip Jiid s(m}L 
I / tmu s Hiti igi ou'‘ s itttt 
ol tilt i)tn U nnts tom is Iht 
scoi \ )t I ml I lusb 1 6< 
nonil bcduiiin how the 
i/i 111 u/i(i k itm d hts ten 
ni^ h ni 1 e\ is oibnt n stw 
I iwiH d in hi I aunt 1 1 
I ndii (lit '.liid^ tuUligc ol 
f ddu htown m)f,tnt\^ho 
di I I till/ him It ill 

1/)<' iiu itbtiiu (oUtut 
h Ik (lilt s /it hi s/ hi h k 
I I tiin (hi ( I ind ‘'/ini 
*1 I dm >tit,ht I hi /wo 

til II il k \tlmh hiHh 

III I id iiK hi I »11 111 

< m/ ’lit \t II hiti 
Mil / s Is u/< Isif/ 
t>l M ! f \es pitAlCt 

I I III mini. SOI It 

II , t IIIO 11 ivp/i 
1 I tin, iV nil to ti\ 

1.1 I \k t k 1/ lilt 
h t I I u 1 I I in 

II ( I V II In (Ik 

< I \ nil t \ 1 )/s li nil 

I > I Ik fit! iimtl 

• 1 \Ii h it Ml \ h m to lit 
f il II II ( Ills fill b\ 
ll/it IK m 1 1 \ II IS ibout 

I Jis t 1 f (m )/ Iht I ipt s 
h< n t( lit) ibt dt 

St f 1 hi It union with 

II 

C '' 'i i I n igmi 
s(i i n lihtl >ou 
It) t II II lint IS } ddic 
lilOV I 111 ) I till 1 lus wis 
nn t III liiinn I mid 
wilt Milli I biolcLrtd 
I 111 I 1(1 hill si nr val in 
On iin II It 1 V II lit d him 
I tr itt 1 Iht I witni s-ltd e\ 
ti\ sit p (il his tonitbatk 
St lit to tiiiish I sav it all 
I N i fion I'lt ftont rovr 
' foi t vt r\ sunt not e\tn 
from I'll l> II on lor soint 
1 orifts I Ivtpt my dis 
tantt duiinR lus tiial by 
tjMoi 1 md f on\ u non in the 
touit of public opinion 
And up front 111 admit 1 


ntvt r viwtcd hun in prison 
I had my own lc(<.al proh 
It ms cops torporatf 
btiuntv hunters IKS agt nts 
and plot ess seiveis wtrt 
tlingmK like blood sutktrs 
to both cheeks of my ass 
But I was thtrt for the 
jest of It stdRe managing 
the f init Urn grt w with his 
talent and U 1 on unpiuit 
'ibic tumors p ndcmonium 
at pitss conftrtptcs list 
tiglits at discos fic ik outs 
ui luxuiy suites piosicu* 
ibk obscenity on t ilk 
shows stumbling oii sngi 
ippi at amt with loik 
stais and snapshots of 
Rills in (i strings announc 
ng in nt wspipt rs they 
wtit c inving Latif s biby 
Cmrvmg it wheit 1 al 
wd\s wanted to ask'' 

Wt rt talking hut you 
pinbabh gutsstd ilrcdd\ 
ilmut pto tennis th« Id 
Ion sport I’copU hid l>ctn 
shngmg shit it it for ycai 
I here d been exposes ib 
out doped up playus mil 


lions ol bui ks kti ki d bat k 
under the tibk i (Hiked li 
guns in tvci\ accoiinting 
book linked matches 
matches orchcstiatcd foi 
IV phony wiiinti take ill 
eyents in las Vegas 
Whenevti invt stigitive rt 
portt rs got si( k of digging 
updnt the igt nts and Pro 
t ountil offittis who on 
tiolltd the ginii tiwik lo 
pissing OIK ithothti lh(> 
hltd liwsuits thirguig its 
ti iintoltiadt iponopohstie 
pr It tuts mil tiust Mola 
turns md lonspiiicy ti 
(oininit h lud 1ht\ c\en 
tiotte d out the Mt O At I i 
ft dull ttimt stdute md 
iciusid one inothu ol 
I tcketeuiug 

But none of this i,rud 
sluik Nil till It hit I ill! 
md me 

fBtoiui links on out ol 
the ( IS t le t iprs fioin 
I nd) 

Kt nit mfKI how it was it 
Du beginning hddic'’ 1 
plived you sthuned and 


wroti my suijt I 
git Itt t ditlK ulty t 11 
laising the live I ol my 
glint It w IS getting mt lo 
mtmoii ( mv lints the i 
delut tiuni on e iniu i 
\ >1 iw nn ttliKltmt i i 
jiiimniyt dit id ol h ivi ig 
in soul sill kt d iw ly by 
p'lotogi iphtts But thit 
wi onlv p It ol th( prob 
lem Wt linii} witiiois 
tit I 111) lit I t)t ditpufit d 
itsu\td 

But I dtlu y(u uii It r 
mini d t vtry i ilui Ih l hit' 
bt (II drumiiud iiiti nw is i 
thild \ou ti lined lilt lo 
prott 1 It (\ig)Uit( n 
mgci in tk It It mil nn |ov 
in vRtoiy t I mill dhir 
phyu II (I h 11 ' pi til I 
A nioiilh 11 I wt mt t yo i 
h id mt h 11 mg niy list ■ 
shoot in) tht fiiigt r it lint s 
me n w ig('liti) ny f iiinv in 
front of til )ii‘' mils ol I ms 

\ ou (1 Hint d yo i h id 
tompiltd prohli s >i tlu t 
pliytrs lor the pi t iw 
(let id( s md iiiyb dv yiho ' 
wmUd to ( III h( III w il . 
lowt (I in th( UK r n oils 
p itk h kI t< (t (id( wI m Ihu I 
to be a whil( hi a i hiii 1 
hit will 1 he 1 I I lie 
St 111 South Ol ilk N I 1 1 < I 
Arthiii \ ht Ol 111 liny t >n 
noi Bjorn 1 u( oi lofn I 
McF nnu \ plnu ylo . 
hiked J 1< hnitc idui'ity 
w IS bound 1 he millions I 
ot dollar in < iidi i uii nt« i 

Whit m M Ik ' is j 
Id tly to lost I It he smtt 
toum lint nt diiu to ttmk 
stipstoen nit Ihil fellows 
with (h< ngh ut igi s made 
it to tlu hull I Ihu was i 
se 11 tulfillmi poplitiy i 
elassu iirti jtif on ( il j 
It dll Phyu Ik im s'i»s 
when tht v m mi|oi it 
ties Bill (mt they wui 
bankable they ontiniud . 


‘ McEnroe browbeat anybody who hinted he knocked 
up Tatum O’Neil before he announced in the 
newspapers that he had’ 
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The greaU hfficulty was getting me to memorise my 
lines, thi deliver them on camera. You saw my 

relm tarn t a primitive dread of having my soul sucked 

h\ photographers 



winning Mtli sI// iu 
were St ns tni i *l 

W(1L to IMlflOtt t 
allow* cl ) I ( 

W ii h \ hi 
llucntiil tigiii 
* IS loolish ( 

I (liouglitiut |> 11 it)k 
bl H I Vni' ^ inim k 

N il bill cl ( I >U ot lit 
bic ^bic II It w I silK to 
p c k ij. IK IS 1 p lie in 
11 \ 1 st in inkv < irbon 
vi'in 

Vou w ml to nu\ tour 
potential >ou siid vou 


h III St bad nigke t 

I lot ot people 
K 111}. 1 ' like one Icwk 
rd liiuit \0L re some 
lliiii}, tint sisung down 
tioin 1 tree So plav tiu 
pin I’liv It big (to out 
thcie tnd }onlli till ithn 
t-ms 

Dll voiii 01 dels 1 stii 
dit d t i|K if Tonn\ 11 too 
Ihotms (Holh W(H d Hen 
di 1 on M IIVIII (li id 
News) It in It Idi iin 
Ml I iiiil Miih imm id 
All llu til I II told me 


was to push ni\ act tc the 
limit then sbo\e on 
through tc die othei side 
He so ibnsive so ollni 
sice tint leiioittis tiund 
me tunnv i well is bight 
tniiig Leaiu ii is sueh i 
wend nieriiee spi titoi 
windettd whethti i wi 
kidding 1 01 (V( i\ dirt it 1 
hid to tliifw in I loke 
1 \ei\ ob ct nil\ hid ti be 
oftst 1 bv 1 }vi It e note \ on 
grfMiniednK t be the pin 
er hdt die public loves tc 
hite md the cthri lull 


hdts tc love?—and thebe 
hlives flipflopped from 
we el to week 
Mv first tournament win 
1 lite sumniei wnrm up for 
the I S Open lenik place 
It I club that had been 
bulldo/ed out of bundleds 
ot leics of corn next to a 
hfdcril Reform School for 
Hov s 1 he exit sign on the 
inlc I St ite rc id hZ 01 h 
h/ ON But borne dtlin 
gueiit Ind ehan}.,cd this to 
HARD Of h HARD ON 
I or me nothing was hard 


'On your orders I studied tapes of Muhammad Ah to push my act to the limit be abrasive offensive” 
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Don't get me wrong, I like John (McEnroe). And n r's 
no denying his box office. He puts asses in those ,vats 
from ringside all the way up to the rafters...they see him 
as crazy 



that wtek 1 stampeded 
through itiv *. irK louiid 
maUhes without losing a 
stf 1 hi n n thi. tin il I tktd 
past Sti tan F dberg who 
was Itss buliuttd bt nit 
than bv the hi 1 ht 
Swtdt sci/fd up with 
(lamps and hid to bt 
tarUd off rouit likt i 
gid trog 

I My jo\ wis sill )i tin (d 
Suiround! d In IV (.uws 
I md (oniTiuntit is 1 li 
i bortd to rtnuinbti th 
lims wi had 'tin irstd 1 
wish! (.omnKtd I lould 
siv thtm not i John 
I Ntwtombt Tom Iribert 
I ind lam Ritlind' But \o i 
1 hid piogi inintd nii will 
I Fdd. 

NtwioinlH. I< iUs« at 
1 ins /luiilv mo 1 f It lit ind 
diy //Hi, i< I th 111 ih\ il s 
s( t ms 1(1 hi ‘.milm^ Hut up 
I hist I thdiiitlil In nil Jit hi 

ipniiuiiif /'At It OIK totht 

big tinii (intt V in 1 1 r 

tttf 

Mt ifL.1 t III > Iht 
nimt s I ltd httlci git it 
riglit Voii 11 h( 111 iiing it a 
lot hum now m 

Iribtrt (I/t hid tht 
l^pitd tixik of tin i^tne 
jotk t onuwtit dot I littk 
b<i\ s hit po/s< (/ dop I 
mud 'ibdt His hut w as 
d}td bis iMinkkd sun 
butni kin nhtd wit/i 

md> t jp > \ oil pul 1 lot of 
pri ssurt on sour < It liKlay 
piing fot K t s and winm i *- 
Was that youi garni plan'' 
Mt (Still iflwuig) Mt 
plan was to kiik his butt 
Get him down and ku k hmi 
again \ou saw what hap 
pened Ihev liad to haul 
that no talent tuikey out of 
here on a stietcher 
Richards (He was wtai 
mg eye liner lip glosb and 
tan makeup ) A lot of tans 


don t know you Latif loll 
us a bit about your bark 
ground 

Me No bat kground I m 
alltotcgtound I m up front 
in your fai t 1 m big 1 m 
blui ind 1 in beautiful I m 
Iian and Im mean 
Ku hards You also sound 
rtnilikably like the old 
Muhainmid All 

Mt Kighi' 1 ni the 
git alt St 1 m Number Ont 
Ri lutrds Inpomtnffatt 
just so oar vitweis wont 
bt lonlused joure Num 


ber iJ.'s You had to qualify 
for thus tournament 
Me (Thrustmg an mdt \ 
linger at the laim n /1 am 
the uncrowned cfianipion 
The IFitrd Woild Avengtr 
You tell Itndl you tell 
Connors Becker and 
MtFmot I m turning aflt i 
them Im going to wlup 
them likt Uityri bibits 
Irabtrt (Lliuiklnig 
lookingaroundloi sotmont 
with a IK t / \\ 1 11 j ou 11 )'t t 
>oui chantt at the U S 
Open That s played on 


Deto J url A lot lasti i than | 
the Hat Iru hert Whit i 
your fayounte siirfatt’’ I 

Mt A Mattress 

Then I sprinted to the 
loekei 1 iKim bolted m> self 
in a toik t and w is ^tntktn 
with diatihiua for the itst 
of thi diy 

Next witk dunng the 
qualifying lounds for the 
IS (Jpiii 1 till wasnt 
1 niki d lugh »iiough to get 
stt light into the mam 
draw 1 tried to tyoid tlu 
prt ss but y ou I ddit 
wouldnt pirmit that At 
tveiv ojiportunity jou 
shoved mt in tiorit oi a 
taint I a oi foHttd lu off on 
a rt portt r i ratching ftn a 
story dunng tht slow d lys 
befort thi st irt ot tht 
toumanitnt 

1 am hugt Irtptaltd 
to t vi 1 y body 1 pi ij liiigt 
1 livt hugi 1 loM huge 
Otht 1 pi lit rs h itt mt b< 
tause 1 rtfust to bun bit 
down 1 hopt luniny Con 
nors has tht luitt to rt iih 
tht second round Bii iiist 
111 Ih th) ri w I tinj^ foi him 
Ariyhodi who like th) old 
man bttti I tonn md watch 
btiaiisi wlun Im rmislud 
the It won I Ik. nytliingltlt 
ol him but t gooiv whitt 
puddit 

Hushing Mt idow' 1 ht 
name canics no m/gii for 
mt Instead It It allstFuise 
divs ol inlt still il distress 
whtn m> ntryts wttt 
tight mv fiowtis loose 
Hushing' Ntvtr was a 
plate nioti aptly named i 
spt nt a week with thi roar 
of tht toil) t and the name of 
Jimmy Connois ringing my 
brampan 

rben in his latt thirties 
limbo wa'' still beating 
younger platiis d< 
troying them with stark 


(Like) Idi Amin, I came on as such a weird menace, 
spectators wondered whether I was kidding” 




Fiction 


He made a career-^nd tens of millions of bucks—-giving 
people grief, slinging sawdust in their faces, daring them 
to fight, pushing reporters around hotel lobbies, spitting 
on them 
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power Hi‘< bd(kh<ind lud 
lost litilt (i< il tin>. 
rushin>{ lh< n< 1 mist hi<- 
return ot nvi i hkt 
nimiinK down rtii bdrrcl of 
1 ba/ooki lb was the 
stasomd (lunip who hid 
made hi-> riputition as i 
s(Tippet flow (oiild I IX 
' (Hclto II \i\ e dflir insult 
iri}< him-' 

flu loinmun strilcfty 
I was to work tohisfoiehand 
with low offspeid shots 
itut 1 ddu YOU didnt lare 
to distuss tennis tactics 
You promised Jimbo could 
be Ixaton before Ik. step 
I pi d on c ourl if I did e xac tly 
as YOU instructed 

Ihe dav ot the mitch 
the ioeker loorn w is cjuiet 
ltn-.c heaw with ImniKlitv 
fiom the showers indftotn 
hundrwls of sweaty •■otks 
ind joiks Vet Connor 
appealed eool and sup 
rc*mel\ confident as he 
sliutted In with a towel 
wiap|K(l atoiiiid lus waist 
' A eiinous touch that 
tow e I Othe i play e i s 
w like d around naked Jim 
I ho tueet did Not tier 
\ cm wonde u d why So did 
1 

I stood up and stirlid 
lowaid him achaniinp 
siowlv i lie tut not to <iiaim 
him I he ii whi n 1 was next 
' to hull 1 shot out a hand 
I Kidhbecl Ins towel and 
spun jininiv like a turnstile 
I flouneintt his b intis stiip 
pint; him hate I oIIowuik 
\ oui script to the svllable I 
l.iu(iht d 

I I e xpe e te'd him to lunpe 
. It me finns and le jjs whit 
‘ 1111(1 Ot pitk up a laequtt 
and brain me flut he 
e roue he d and eoveied his 
(loteh fhssetuhbcd chip 
I munk the e ks blushed as he 
I prappicd tor tiu towel 


rm on loiir diifitr lit 
U luin 1 said and net 
Il iilv loi in iss whipping 
111 didnt '■lonip his feed 
II sli ike his fist in m> fae e 
he didii l shoot me the fin 
act ot firab lus peat ind 
pi e te nd to jae k otf on me 
like I d st'en him do to 
hundreds of linesmen and 


umpires Small and sad and 
suddenly ancient he shuf 
fled off dragging his tots 
Muiutes late i he streide 
onto the st idiiirn court like 
a bantam (ock Hut he was 
ne ver in the m<it( h He had 
no thyllun no timing and 
no stoinaeh for hanging 
tough and tieating the Nr w 


Yeirk crowd to another 
aftt moon of his famous gut 
spilling He e ratered in 
straight sets 
I almost felt sorry of him, 
almost regretted what 1 had 
done But thnt didnt keep 
me horn inflicting a fin^ 
insult When he tiottcd to 
the net to shake hands I 
rumpled lus greying locks 
and patted his fanny like he 
was the callow rookie and I 
was till condescending old 
pro 

I oiee ftd a tniel dose of 
his own medicine Connors 
never piesented the sliijhl 
est problem lor me Bv the 
time he retu-cd shortly af 
tei his fortieth birthday 1 
had shellacked him twenty 
mite he s m a row 

1 was slated to meet Ivan 
le 11(11 HI the quarterlinals 
iiid I didnt give niystlf a 
(Innet h Ollier in his 
(are e i he had had a 11 piita 
lion as a choke r > guy who 
erumbled in (»riBd Slam 
finals But the flaw liad 
bee n m his te e hnique not | 
his he id I e ndl e ouldn I 
ehingi pace eouldnt play 
inside the scivice line Now 
he had inuih greater yane 
tv to his game and wasnt 
ifraid to rush the ne‘t 
Forget tliat teehnieal 
crap you told me We it 
gouig to hit that Commie 
with the complete Eddie 
Brown treatment 

Have you seen his m 
side out forehand-' I cant 
handle it 

Y ou won t have to He 11 
give up before the first 
game 

Another towel tnek' ’ 
Relax kid Study the 
script 1II take tare of the 
rest 

That evening, you 
arranged a press confer 


By the tune Connors retired, I had shellacked him 
hmnty matches In a row 
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rU take exhibitions over tournaments anytime, at, not 
just because of the money. They give a guy liki e a 
chance to get involved, get creative. / ran the fog mat fnne 
that made the court resemble the Scottish moors 



ence where reporteis 
asked my prediction for the 
Lendl match 
‘I’ll win easy Ivan’s 
robot He’s got a mechanic 
^ brain and one gear Ev 
erv point, 1 know what he s 
going to do ’ 

“Because you scouted 
him^ Have you spotted a 
pattern'* 

I always know what e\ 
ery opponent s going to do 
Besides being the best 
player and baddtst mother 
on the tour 1 have, psychic 
powtis Lendl he s such a 
simpic stude 1 take one 
glance and get i clear pic 
turc of his ^nic plan hts 
lost life hi^ 


financial posture 
Whether because they 
thought i was colourtul or 
crazy reporters broke out 
laugtog 

’You don't believe me'* 
111 prove It ’ 

Lowering mv eyelids to 
half mast I mimed deep 
meditation and delivered 
the lines vou had drilled 
into me Eodie 

I ooking ii.to 1 1 ndl s 
mind >he first thmg 1 see is 
dollar signs on a sheet of 
paper Stems to be ves 
it s his bank statement 
Anvbod> who doubts my 
powei s here s Ivan 
Iciidls numbered Swis> 
account 


I rattk d ofl the digits you 
supplied I c in t say wht re 
you dug them up oi 
whcthei tht\ wtrt attu 
rale But the press turned 
serious and ‘cnt out 
stones 

Next div I trail got sc 
nous loo—stiiously sick 
according to his agent He 
withditw fioni the US 
Open giving nit a walkoc 
tr ind fltw to /until hn 
emeigtrav me die il irt it 
nit lit 

I VC owned him ecu 
since Mas be lvin> itriacl 
Ill tell icpcntcis whit 
I (idle found out lixiiit his 
financial dealings with the 
Hunt faniiK iti Itillis 


lhat Ic ft (ohn M i rn )c 
as the last b.iiiicr i n 
headlong leap to the 1 s 
Open final and he ixipptd 
ms bubble in thict casi 
sc'ts He rtad my game the 
w IV 1 cliinud to rtad 
Lendls mind Osti the 
nt xl nine months he h id 
so tilth trouble tiuurauig 
me 1 w 1 close to coiiitd 
iiig he w I Number One 
itid 1 wis tiiicsci doomed 
to iH 1 di tint Tuniici up 
when kdciit sou Loniocud 
a ‘•tr III g\ so iwtiil 1 mi 
ashamcc) to 

I clicked the St ip billion 
cutting t ill! (Ill I m not a 
damn bit ash ii a d ol what 
w( did to Mil Illc» which 
is what simcboils hould 
hav* done i dt c ide be fore 

Don i Cl t me wrong I 
like John And thcic no 
densim h‘ bi' office He 
pul 1 s( s 111 tlio t cat 
from ling idt ill the w i\ up 
to the 1 iltc rs 

1 know Iht i( ison pco 
pit disiput ind d in t see 
johiifiist irid f nr most t i 
diawing c lilt the v < c him 
as t M/v t )iic sc II till 1C 
w I stoiv 111 the I niiloii 
Sh/iJii /iiiifs not the 
racit t sc and il she cl in III 
iiilition lint (jiioltd a 
hiriils fiiiiid sjsing liiniot 
has ) tstii pcisoiiality 
pi obic nt 111(1 nc c ds 
psschiitTu til itmcut 

But 1 don 1 It iliiit lunior 
1 I rifibciiooin c indi 
riiti Voii iiolict he not 
ilioolin^ Ol his own fin 
CO It Ms opinion he s a 
liustkr hinds down bar 
none the guiUst con 
ailist 1 (srt met 



Joiecortn id hn wenk 








Analysis 
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When Losers Beccmie Wbuiers 

Should the fonucit of the Masters be reviewed once more? 
Paul Fein examines the question 


It is (niL th <1 KHi tu i\ t H>l 
all tlu jM npk stw/h i! Ii< 
linn (CHI t II < \ t n 1)1 
S«WH< nt lilt /H >l)lt ll' lilt 
trim hill \ ll int I <il ill 

Ol tin JJl 'ill ill Ibt 

liiiH ihr h 11 I iiu oin 

T Ol KN^MJ \l form Its 
III IiIm { Its umpiies 
I Hill Kill <s mill tlu 
' fill It in vou dont ivin 
notiii tluv in Ihtrt be 
i list tilt illik ti s tom 
I iiiiml ill vnur dttintion 
' I hit ol tom St IS tht 
I w i\ It should iu ilthoii^li 
j lilt Misttrs t .IS pldfiutd 
I with/(ontKi\tisv iiom 
I I'l/tr to l‘IH2 btt.iust its 
niiikiplt (linitnalion ti^'hl 
plittt loutid rohiti torraat 
wi ttiiibU fliwtd Us 
rn isl ibtious butlirhom 
Us oni\ luUin rtsulUd 
strhtn plivit tinkid or 
d< liln r lit Iv lost rnati ht s to 
dtttiiiiint thtu stmifinal 
o|i|K>nt nt 

lilt Misftrs stnsiblv 
adopltd isin<;lt tliinmation 
toiiiiit from ]•)«} to I'Wi 
hut with twtht players 
Jhil foniiit viAs also ctiti 
ltd mti tlu top four 
sttds ditw first tound 
tnt ! ist J inudi\ thi fit Id 
VI IS nun isid to stxtten 
iiid tquiluv md Uimtss 
hid sitmiiiKh ani\td at 
ii t 

I Hilt tht Mt n s interna 
tionil Prolt sional Ttnnis 
Coiiiuil iiisi touldnt stand 
piosjHutN With lait (iro 
nu'*) unininiit\ the runt 
I MUMC iniinbtis detided 
thil tht Ih tiMii draw was 
no Ionf>t t tht eliU field tht 
j oiii^uial Misttrs uittndtd 
' to pi I st nt 

Sii whtn the 1986 Mas 
j Urs rttuiiis (Dettmbtr i 
I K) vn find ouisthes batk 
to the onginal ptobiem 
I fiiU d tound robin tomiat 


Mitli III impotlanl thangt 
lilt ntw old Masteis 
foimii has two griups of 
tout pltvers tath with the 
four players with the best 
rt lords advanung to the 
semifinals 1 ht infamous 
Friday Fiddk (tanking i 
match in ordti to bt paiied 
against .i dtsirtd stmiiina) 
opponent) Ins bttn rt 
moved bv only awaiding 
piiae money foi n^itehcs 
won and liv flipping a coin 
for stmifmil inalihts 
What IS so bad about the 
round robin format any 
way •’ I’lenty' So let s analv 
se It Wlien foul players 
fact each other and thus 
play three round robin 
niatihes (stt Code) the 
four possible won lost re 


suits are 10 12 12 
123021 12 0 121 
2 1 2 I 0 1 and 2 1 2 1 
12 12 

What this means is that 
assuming all players arc 
equal—and they never 
aie- there is a 20 1125 pt r 
cent probability that one or 
more players with a losing 
1 2 record—^that s two k)s 
ses already— will advance 
to the semifinals and luive i 
chance to win the whole 
tournament 

Since tennis is a sptirt 
with superstars who ntiilv 
always dominate the pre 
mier toumame nts it is en 
tirelyreasonableto exanune 
those eight scenarios 
where supersiais go un 
beaten 3 0 (see Figure I) 


I hose seenanos art as fol 
lows A F A J A (j A 11 
B F B F B (. and B H 

When this happens the 
chances of at least one 
playei re aching tlu stmifin 
als with a 1 2 ret oid jumps 
to i dangerous 11 /5 per 
cent if tlure is one super 
star (10) in each hall It 
theie is lust one super tu 
(10) in the iiitue lounii 
mint the probability is | 

II 25 pet tent 

A ftw years igo Duk 
Lehrfeld a longtime Forest 
Hills re sident ind f in sum | 
med up a i onimon i eat tion 
1 didnt have the tnthii I 
swsm People don t like to 
SCI losers People like lo 
follow a winner to tht top 
Sports is winning Vou 
dont want to stt i te m i 
that lost lour in a lifth | 
game All sports rrt hkt 
that I 

Phe setond litil flaw i 
till high ftequiniv ot lus 
we tan expect Assuming 1 
all players an eqiiil ind 
they art not ten at llit 
sixteen i«)ssiblt ttnanos 
result m Ut s (lour w ly 
five wav or six wav) with 
the LoUtetne probibihtv of j 
10 b25 per tent (see Fi 
gure II) 

Again le 1 s look at the 
seenanos where we hue 
two unbeaten (1 0) super 
stars When this happens 
there is a tic among at least , 
four players 4 f 75 per t tnt j 
of the tune' 

No formulae using suih j 
criteria as head to head I 
match results total sets or 
games won or anything else 
(except for another play 
off match which isn t fcasi 
bie) are at all suited to 
breaking ties m tennis 
(Cynics may even argue 
that a set could be purpose 
iy lost to help a 


HoMar Lwidl with th« ’8S trophy 




FKIURE I 


Srmp Na 1 
A 


Ckmup^Mo 2 


Qraup No 1 

a 


Qroup No 2 
F 


Qraup No 1 
A 


GMup Mo 2 
£ 


Hora two ployore wHh 1-2 raoerdo advanoo to 
the onrittinals 


Nora pMypr wNti • 1-2 rattorct to 

toooemmnals That* loo tout <2 tour ■eonailM 
whom om piayor wNh a 1-2 record advancoa 
to too aomWnaio Utay are A-F. A-H, #€ and 
D-H 


Hare no playar wWi a IS record advanoao to 
toaaamiflnaia TbarelaatoialDill aeenarkw 
whare no piayor wlih a 1-2 record advanoao to 
tha aamHInala They are A-G B-F, frQ, BH 
OE, (>F, C-G, C-H, D-F D-Q and D41 


FiaUfiE tt 

Bm/lming ttw aatrmnos $haiim in FK3UPB /, m aaa that totnario AS 
pmtHJcaa a aU-^my Oa Mat muat ba brokan to aatact Aw aanMnaKata 
Soanario A-P pmdicaa a louMMy Ua tmt mual ba bmlm » aalact ona 
aamUutaHst Soanario BS doaa not pmdUea a Ha 


Mattwnwliaal lanarch by PieWMor Qankl Roai. cAalrmen nwai dwanmam 
Amydcan I nte ma Bonal Ca a igi 


OOOE AH poaatole won-loai reaulls in a tour-playar reund-reMi 


A ml E 

B ml F 

C and 0 

D andH 

20 

3-0 

2-1 

2-1 

1-2 

M 

21 

M 

1-2 

1-2 

21 

1-2 

1-2 

0-3 

03 

1-2 


Qraup No 1—Boanartos ABC 
Qioup No 2—Scanarloo E F Q 


advance ) 

The third defect has to 
do with mtonclusivenebs, 
and dll spoitb competitions 
should hdvc unmi&tdkably 
clear \(rdicts Ihisisespe 
tiallv true foi a season 
ending climax such as the 
Masters that purportedly 
will decide the world’s 
Number One player in 
lome down to the wire 
years 

However some critics 
donl like the idea of one 
player facing the same 
opponent twice in the same 
tournament—even if the 
semifinals and tiiial count 
more (in tlie strict single- 
i lunination sense) than the 
lound robin pfclim—espe- 
ciallv when each player 
wins one match 

Eight years ago Masters 
champion Jimmy Connors 
sarcastically remarked 
“Well, Borg beat Vilas, 
Vilas beat me and I beat 
Borg I guess well have to 
play this tlang (the Mas- 
teis) all over again " 

Since the foremost ob¬ 
ject ol a tournament is to 
arrive at a clearcut verdict, 

produce a bonafide win¬ 
ner and champion, the out¬ 
spoken and honest Connors 
did have an unassailable 
point 

Every tennis fan wants 
the Masters to succeed. 


Borg poMNf a probtom m 19781 



even flounsh It can too, m 
every sense, if only it aban¬ 
dons Its doomed round- 
robin double-elimination 
format once and for all 
With round robins losers 
(suiide and even double) 
can become champions, the 
runner up could wind up 
with three losses, ties that 
can’t be fairly broken 
abound, and confusing in 
conclusiveness further 
mars what should be enter¬ 
taining competition 
Unless It wants diver 
sionary chaos and con¬ 
troversy the Masters 
must become single 
elimination again As in 
many sports depth and 
near party mark men’s pro 
tennis much more than was 
the case in 1970 The so 
called ' elite’ are often up 
set and sometimes de¬ 
cisively, by the near great 
Connors and lun Mayot¬ 
te, among other*- favour a 
sixteen player, single 
elurmiation draw "Look at 
all the goexi players who 
would have missed out if it 
were only twelve or eight," 
pointed out Connors 
Ihe single elimination 
format is tune tested, fair, 
understandable and conclu¬ 
sive J couldn’t ask fot any¬ 
thing more, and you 
shouldn’t settle for any¬ 
thing less 






New venture from Leh 


W flF N 11 \t II <ild Dol 
in I KLMiif. m 
(onnc ri th U shi w m imoiif, 
tin vouni, piopU 

fi iin 1 1(1 it h li sen t ) 

tIINtI I Dlllu slu VMS 

iliii >st 111 (I I/'t I li( t c h 
hisiil (lio ill'll I hid lust 

( IIm tl hr I lust t v< I tti|) 

d(wnt( tht plim hv viitut 
(i| Ik I |)( if( iiiiiiiti III 1 
SI 111 (It ihIui iiKt nt( s 
o]i,ii)isid IS put (it (lit 
s htim to tip ithhtk U 
U 111 m SIX ml lu is 
In piud bv i updit ot 
tni till il ( xptils wIhi hid 
wiilid oil tht lithntt 
St I \ It I s pt 1 s( lint 1 in hioh 
illitiidi lit 1 ind who bt 
luvtd tint It would ht 
wiiithwliik t( l<H)k toi dis 
tiiK( uuinuiK tilint n tht 
I iJil h It (>ioii tlir Dtp lit 
nit lit o s|xits thioiiL,hthc 
Splits \iitliontv tl lull 
i(vtiillv I Hint hod I pilot 
pioitit to tntoui'api mil 

11111} tht It 

Niiit Kiris ind 11< v< n 
Ikas lxitwtt.n tht aKCs ot 
Il ind 18 Wilt s&ktttd 
iltd i setits pf rates oMi 


distantis vaivinK bom I to 
b kilonitlrts ind invited to 
Delhi piitiv lui mtditil 
obsdvUion ind pirtlv foi 
Kuidintt ispotcntiil ithk 
lit tr lint (s 

I oi little Doliiii (sht 
n in> liKiks ((uitt liiiv ) itid 
tumor m ilt st n f islii 
Ithondup and tht II iiitnds 
It was likt a drtain t imt 
true Ih( (hildieii md 
on( t in i isilv tall tht m 
thit -had never bttn out 
ot ladikh Iht fliKht to 
Delhi followid bv a thiet 
wttksiiv It tilt Jaw ihirlal 
Nt 111 u Si idiuni h ippt nt d 
ill loo uddinlv indovti 
whelmtd thtni 

In puielv ithktK terms 
the II ippearance m the 
tapitil as not It ruiincis 
taint IS sonitlhing of i 
revelation Ihtv took put 
in three matoi roid iites 
against leidniK runners in 
their iKe ttroups ind 
showed rimiikabk jxittn 
liai tor tXIelk IK ( 

Another e\|xIKntt vv is 
addt'd to tlKir Delhi visit 
wlieuthe'v wire pitstnud 


to President &\ini /ill 
SinKh rttti the I NICl h 
lun with other Delhi <hil 
drtn to totiffittinoriu I n 
lUd Niti n s \V rid Pe lie 
D IV I'll }»rt It inom« nt I« 
Dohni t ime wliin she w s 
iskidtt piLsent ibiuqml 
(f tiovvtrs to the Pit sidi nt 
I hi ht did in the sunt 
uninhibited m innei thit h is 
been evidirit in lni pirti 
(.ipition in runiiinf. The 
tilt free ippiouli tom 
billed with tht n e xti loidin 
irv phvsioloKii il itliihuus 
111 ills htr ind litr fneiitls 
vttv unusual people 

OI the oldr r ones Doijee 
Phuntsok W inKthuk Skit 
mi and JiKn^tl (jv ilson iie 
vtiv new to tht reilni ol 
toinpttuivt runiini}, but 
ont has It ison to lielitvt 
thit tluit kind ot taknt if 
t irt fullv nurturt d and nion 
itoied mi«ht well piovidt 
Indian s(«»it with omt 
sptttiiulii iititoimeiK 

\ll tht V nmijstirs had 
from sihoois in md aiound 
1 1 h and while some of 


th( m h ive pi ivt d the usuil 
inlomijl Rimes none hive 
be (n inv otv t d in ithk tits 
^^htn Uitv ittutiKtl home 
tluv Kid tillII piililts and 
villiKt folk ibout tlxu visit 
to the pi nils 

I iki D dm I liven old 
Kuitliin Liusdtl idmitted 
tint sht vv IS nervous ibout 
tominjs iw IV from home on 
suth a lon^, trip but 
epptartd to hive tnjoved 
herself irid wis keen to 
take up luiminR in a big 

W IV 

L latli Mutup Namgvil a 
Phvsini FdutiUon ttather 
who has accompanied the 
vounR ithleles is optimistic 
about the ladakh projetl 
Wlxn thev tome to Delhi 
next Dettniber ht sivs 
with I smile vnu will set 
leil ilhletes Asked as to 
what sht thoiiRht about the 
whole IhmR littk Dolma 
ttntied hti late ind 
slittpishv niiimbkd some 
thinR 

atotf* 








Sand surfing in Texas 

It takes a real cool cowboy to hang on to his mount in this 
new Texan rough riding rodeo 


H ERE’S the toughest, 
roughest, tumble^down 
sport you ever doggone 
saw. surfing the latest 
craze from cowboy land, is 
catching on like wild fire. It 
isn’t a sport for bronzed 
beach bums—this is a game 
for REAL men. 

The surfer skims along 
the sand on a plywood 
board tied behind a horse. 
As the bronco reaches full 
gallop, it’s definitely hold- 
on-to-your-hat time. 

Main attraction for spec¬ 


tators seems to be jeering 
as rugged Texans take 
bone-jarring, skin-scraping 
slides aaoss the arena on 
their backsides. 

Beginners usually sit 
down and cling tight for the 
first couple of rides. More 
skilled surfers stand and 
some of the ace surf-board 
cowboys can even manage 
a few tricks before biting 
the dust. 

The course is laidout on 
sandy rodeo ground with a 
starting line at one end and 


a barrel at the half-way 
mark. Horse and rider, 
dragging surfer and surf¬ 
board behind, stand behind 
tlK starting line and when 
the rope goes taut and 
would-be buckaroo is all set 
for his wild and wooly esca¬ 
pade. 

Even if he survives that 
first, neck-jarring lunge, 
the worst is yet to come. 
As the rider rounds the 
barrel and heads for home, 
centrifugal force plus the 


bumpy ground sends all but 
experienced "astronauts’’ 
flying. 

Although most competi¬ 
tors bite the dust they sure 
as heck walk like bow- 
legged cowboys after- 
warts. 

With the amount of dirt 
and horse fertiliser in¬ 
volved in the arena, this is a 
sport that’s guaranteed to 
grow. 

Htrm Nathmi, 

Omti (Tmasl 



As ttw epwgM kicks t)«r horw Into full gallop, ttM Mnd wrftr hita th* ctoek 





Cl^-Up 


Soul Mates! 

When pro chess pJayer Keith Arkell met pro chess player 
Sue Walker, he just couldn’t help asking her to be his 
queen. Now the newly-weds’ home is their castle...paid for 
by them making all the right moves 


A s newly-weds, Keith 
and Sue ArkcU stepped 
out of the church on their 
biK day they said a very 
special “thank you”—to 
chess. 1'he game not only 
brou){ht them together, it 
has also allowed them to 
travel all over the world 
and has even paid for their 
new home. For the chess 
champions are the world’s 
only professional married 
chess couple. 

And as soon as they’ve 
won a few more top tourna¬ 
ments they have decided to 
put a check on their 
careers—so they can start 
a family. Every day, after a 
morning workout to keep 
lit for their “sport”, Keith 
and Sue spend hours play¬ 
ing against each other and 
learning new moves. 

”We really do spend all 
our time involved with 
chess," admits Sue. 
"There aren't many chess 
romances on the profes¬ 
sional circuit because the 
players are so competitive. 
We play to win all the time 
but we always have a kiss 
and cuddle afterwards. 

"In fact, being married 
makes it easy for us. While 
Keith thinks about his next 
move, I can make us some 
lunch or start the hiKiver- 
ing. Then, when it's my 
turn to make a move, he 
can carry on with the 
domestic work.” 

Even though they are 
both International Masters, 
one off the top i^ade of 
Grand Master, Sue and 
Keith stiy can’t afford a car. 
They travel to tournaments 
by bus and tr^ and often 


arrive with an unpaid gas 
bill in their pockets. 

But Sue says they 
couldn’t be happier. 
“Knowing that you have to 
win a tournament to pay 
the bill does put a little 
extra pressure on us. But 
we think that’s good. We 
are used to living on our 
wits and it certainly seems 
to put a winning edge on 
our games!” she adds. 
“The most important thing 
is we’re happy. We knew it 
would be hard but we 
wouldn’t dream of doing 
anytlung else.” 

Keith took up the game 
when he was 14 and admits 
he was instantly hooked. 
"As s{X)n as I had learned 
tlie rules, I just couldn’t 
play enoujdi.” he recalls. "I 
bought loads of chess 
books and magazines, 
learned all the old Master’s 
ftivourite moves and, within 
six months, 1 was pretty 
goixl.’’ 

"I virtually forgot about 
my school work—all 1 
wanted to do was play 
chess. I played for my 
school, then in the County 
Championships and, by the 
time ! was 15, 1 had en¬ 
tered national competi¬ 
tions. 

“Wten I started winning 
some of the bigger tourna¬ 
ments, 1 suddenly realised 1 
was picking up about £50 in 
prize money, 'fhat’s what 
•made me think I mi^ be 
able to make a living from 
the game. The better 1 got, 
the more money 1 could 
earn.” 

As soon as Keith left 
school he decided to turn 


professional. “1 didn’t care 
about everyone telling me 
to get a proper job,” he 
adds. “I wanted to play 
chess. My parents agreed 
to support me as 1 moved 
up the rankings and, for the 
next five years, that’s just 
what I did.” 

“I never had a penny to 
my name, never took a 
holiday and was per¬ 
manently in debt—^but at 
least 1 was playing. In the 
beginning I had to ask my 
Dad to pay my entrance 
fees and give me the train 
fere to the tournaments, 
providing I promised to pay 


liim back out of my win- 


‘^ost of the time he was 
happy to help but, when I 
lost a few competitions on 
the trot and the debts 
mounted up, it could get 
veiy worrying. He once 
refused to pick me up from 
the station unless 1 had won 
and could pay him back the 
money Fortunately, I had. 

There was one occasion 
1 did try doing an ordinary 
job. 1 wor’iced as a wages 
clerk in a big office, but 1 
jacked it in within two days. 
After that I was even more 
determined to become a 
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chess champion.” 

Sue's rise to the top was 
equally meteoric. She be¬ 
gan playing when she was 
12 and, by the age of 13, 
she was already competing 
in national championships. 

Sue, from Droitwich, 
near Birmingham, says: 
‘‘I’ve never teen as dedi¬ 
cated as Keith. The reason 
I played at schoiil was be¬ 
cause It meant 1 could miss 
a few maths lessons. But I 
was soon beating all the 
boys and, within six 
months, I was Surrey 
County Champion. ” Yet if it 
hadn’t been for a letter, 
inviting her to represent 
Britain, she would probably 
have given the game up. 

Now ranked second in 
the UK, Sue adds; ”1 was 
seriously thinking about 
quitting the game. 1 was 
playing badly and not en¬ 
joying it at all. But, when 
that invitation arrived, 1 
could hardly say no. 1 play¬ 
ed in the tournament and 
won all eight games—after 
tliat I decided 1 really could 


make it Md entered eve^ 
conqjetition I could find. 

It was at oTO of those 
competitions in Mendon, 
France, where Sue met 
Keith. ITiey were staying 
at the same country farm¬ 
house and were expected 
to help out with the house¬ 
work. ‘‘The fermyard was 
so mucky that our shoes 
got absolutely filthy every 
time we went out,” says 
Sue. ‘‘So 1 did a deal with 
Keith that I would do all the 
washing up if he cleaned my 
shoes.” 

“After that we seemed 
to bump into each other at 
tournaments all round the 
world and, gradually, we 
started going out.” Their 
love flourished when Sue 
reached the World Cham¬ 
pionship finals in Cuba in 
1985. As part of the trip, 
she was allowed to appouit 
her own coach—so she 
chose Keith. 

“I didn’t really know how 
good Keith was, but he 
persuaded me to let him 
go. We both had a fantastic 


time. With his help, 1 man¬ 
aged to win most of my 
games and finisted four¬ 
teenth. And, because we 
were both being paid ex¬ 
penses by the British 
Chess Association, we had 
enough money to enjoy 
ourselves. ” 

Sue had planned to go to 
university vriien she got 
back to Britain—but with 
her new success she de¬ 
cided to take a year off and 
devote herself full-time to 
chess. She recalls: “I work¬ 
ed in a shop for a couple of 
months to save enough 
money to enter as many 
tournaments as I could with 
Keith. I didn’t realise how 
much time I was spending 
with him until one or two of 
the other girls started giv¬ 
ing me knowing little 
winks." 

“In the end it was ob¬ 
vious 1 wouldn’t be going to 
university. Keith was nag¬ 
ging me to become a pro¬ 
fessional chess player like 
him and 1 knew my mother 
had asked him whether he 
would be able to support 
me. In other words, she 
reckoned it was time we 
got married.” 

A few months later. 
Keith became an Interna¬ 
tional Master. Not only 
would he be picking up 
prize money, he could now 
also ask for appearance 
money. He said: “It meant 
1 could pay my fare to the 
tournaments with my 
appearance money and 
then anything else I won 
was clear profit. As far as 1 
was concerned, that was 
enough for me to look after 
Sue. Fortunately, our next 
tournament was m Guern¬ 
sey, so I managed to buy 
her engagement ring with- 


Partners Keith and Sue 
Arkell battle it out with 
aonw quick-tire cheaa 
action. Aa the arorld’s 
only married profeaalon- 
al cheaa piayera,they are 
never abort of a playing 
companion 




out paying lax. We were 
sure we’d get by 
somehow.” ! 

The first thing Keith ' 
wanted was a house*. He 
says: “We spend most of 
our time travelling to 
tournaments but it is nice 
to have a home to come 
back to. Convincing the 
building society to let us 
have a mortgage was a 
nij^tmare, though. 

“They thought we were 
joking when we told tliem 
what we did for a living. 
The only way they would 
give us the money was if 
we promised to keep win¬ 
ning the tournament. I've 
worked it out that we both 
win about half the competi¬ 
tions we enter. That way, 
we don’t worry too much if 
we lose three in a row 
because we know it ba¬ 
lances out in the end.” 

Yet playing together so 
often and sharing so many 
ideas does lead to problems 
when they meet in tourna¬ 
ments. “1 hate playing 
Keith,” Sue adds. “For one 
thing it means that one of 
us isn't going to c.‘am any 
more money, and we are 
also very competitive. We 
usually can't speak to each 
other for at least an hour 
after the game. Now we try 
to pretend we are playing 
someone else rather than 
each other. When you play 
a stranger, you never feel 
sorry for your opponent if 
he or she makes a mis¬ 
take.” 

"There have been a few 
occasions, though, where 
we've been jiaid to play 
demonstration games be¬ 
cause we are married. 
We’ll never earn the sort of 
money top golfers or tennis 
players earn. But I’m sure 
we’ll get by. Even if we 
both became world cham¬ 
pions. we’d still probably 
not be a lot teller off. 

“We’ve both learned you 
don’t play chess for money. 
It’s fun even if you do have 
an unpaid gas bill in your 
pocket!” 

Blnh art I jmm&um 

IlDPOTl nflRf 4kOn0Qn 



Austi ilia wins the hockey, Nottingham Forest tops the table 

but Gary Uneker steals Ik Show 


T he Indi I kty team 

came saw, and 

Were r on nbiveiy con 

qucKc' world hockey 
durri up m north Lon 
don ver and Austraita 
an trvedly the cham 

pi I hey beat England 

I a final which while it 
1 moments of drama 
ickfcd the quabty of some 
of the rarlie! matches 
Rut England s nse as a 
tiockey power has captured 
the local imagination and 

S ven the game an immense 
H)st m these parts Sadly 
India came bottom holders 
of th( wooden spoon 
If in the examination of 
tius dchack the Indian pub 
111 or sports administrators 
winge and look fur lame 
excuses such as indifferent 
refireeuig there will never 
bt 1 climb back Unpleasant 
fait luve to lx faced and 
strong remedies applied 
hoi a lari it must be 
realised tint Indian sports 
adnuuistration i'> lici m 
fesUd with irit loaders 
and parasite s and has 
thcietorc to bt tlearned 
Seiondlv men who cat 
tlunk ihead and plan and 
appniiaie the great mtei 
rulional advance's in physic 
al titness tactics and the 
rest must be put in charge 
As i ttcab observing m 
these pages some time 
ago Indian attitudes and 
thinkuig on sports in gener 
a! srt about fifty years if 
not moK Ixhuid world 
St iiidards The disappoint 
me nts ui the Asian l>aines 
With the exception of P I 
Ushis wondtrfid pertorm 
jtKcs and those oi htr un 
tuckv colleague Shinv Abra 
ham aie a doleful nnunder 
of the m ignitude of the task 
mailing the countrv Tlie 
gmiiimk of monsoon inck 
et so as to make a fast buck 
and others like it must also 
surely end Cnekelers are 



Two goal Unakar atlll ramalna conalaiairt 


not farm horses and were 
never meant to be So 
much tor one s thoughts on 
the blif^t affecting Indian 
sports penned on a dull 
autumnal London day A 
case of misery compound 
ing misery 

B ut It IS to the Bntish 
soccer scene that one 
must turn England played 
Northern Ireland and 
emerged comfortable 3 0 
winners The Irish pro 
duaed an experimental side 
and Gary Lineker back 
firom Spam for the match 
was in divine form He 
scored twice his second 
goal sendmg both pundits 
and crowd mto raptures It 
certainly was a collectors 
Item and provoked an ex 
cited Bobb> Kobson the 
English manager to proc 
laim that his maestro was a 
better goal scorer than 
Diego Maradona Lineker 
will ccrtainl> have an 
opportunitv of proving this 
to a more sceptical mtema 
tional pubhc when England 
meet Yugoslavia at Wemb 
ley on November 12 But 
there is no doubting that he 
IS a genuine thoroughbred 

Apart from Lineker 
Glenn Jioddle purred 
sweetly m midfield with 
long rakmg passes Bryan 
Robsem played an anchor 
role while Kenny Sansom 
in the deep defence was 
sohd as a rock and Peter 
Shilton as unmovable as a 
mansion in goal By and 
large it was a cremtable 
England outing but it is 
early days yet and the ster¬ 
ner chaUenges are stdl to 
cenne 

Meanwhile m the £n 
l^h First DivisuMi, Not 
tingham Forest having 
briefly relinauished top 
place to newy promoted 
Nmwich recovei^ their 









winning ways against place DrmkelJ scored for lost three games on the 

Queens Park Rangers Norwich and Goddard, re tiot, thanks to usuries to 

returned to (Ik top again, placing the injured key players 

Their victory was by a McAvennie, replied for the However, each was res 
solitary g^, but they all visitors But what of tored to heaWi last Satur 

count, as Liverpool have Merseyside^ How, indeed, day Liverpool at home 

shown so eloquently down are Liverpool and Everton thrashed hapless Oxford 

the years Forest’s scorer fenng’ Not at all badly The United 4 ml and Everton 

was Nigel CIou^ but with season is barely two got the better of South 

out the inspirational Neil months through •md both ampton by two dear goals 

Webb in midfield this was are within challenpig dis So Liverpool with 20 points 

not a performance calcu tance of the leaders If they finm 11 games are in third 

lated to set the terraces had been able to take place and Everton with 18 

ahj^t Nevertheless, it was advantage of Forest’s hic mints are m sixth position 

a wm and narrow wins even cup, their positions would Forest perched at the top 

on off days are the secret have been better Alas have acquired 23 points and 

of League sucesses Purple when Forest faltered the Norwich 22 

patches like the full moon Merseyside giants stum Tottenham Hotspur who 
only appear at appointed bled too Liverpool lost at had beaten Liverpool ear 

intervals home for the fourth time in her are having a good sea 

Norwich were held to a 75 years wh“n they went son under their new mana 

1 1 draw by West Ham and down 1 nil to Tottenham ger David Pleat who ar 

so drop down to second Hotspur, while Everton lived from Luton Town 


Noddle puned end England was happy 



under the u u mirover 
sial (iriumstan An up 
beat Spurs livt un 
doubtedly much o think 
striker Clive Alien lor iht ir 
prospenty Allens carter 
has been plagued by ill 
fortune and expt nsii t 
transfers The son of 1 es 
Alien a member ot the 
famous Spurs League and 
Cup double wmniim side ot 
the early sixties, Chvc has 
already 11 goals and, what 
IS important issconngwitb 
great regulanlv Perhaps 
his hitherto bbghlcd tarter 
IS at last taking off for 11 
goals out of his teams 
aggregate of 12 is a notable 
achievement by any reck 
onmg 

Spurs drew 1 1 against 
Sheffield Wednesday and 
Alien—who elst^—scored 
theur goal with Megsun 
equahsmg foi the visitors 
Spurs are now conuorlably 
lodged m fourth place and 
behind them arc West Ham 
whose spirited c hallt ngc 
for the League title List 
season still bums ui tlie 
public memory 

No talk of English socitr 
can be complete without a 
few words about Manclies 
ter Umted, whatever Ihcir 
fbrtunes United opened 
the season disastrously 
For a spell they languished 
at the foot of the 1 ust 
Division table but have 
now lifted tlicmsclvcs to 
fourth from bottom with 
improved performam es 
heralded by the return to 
fitness of captain Biyan 
RiAson Diey beat 1 uton 1 
ml but were lucky to do so 
since the visitors squan 
dered a penalty Still it was 
a victory if a somewhat 
unconvincmg one Urate'd s 
Danish international Jes 
per Olson is parking his 
bags for Germany as 
rumours are afloat that lie 
was involved in a punch up 
with teammate Remv 
Moses during a piactice 
session Manchestei Un 
ited s troubles are not ovci 
yet Not by a long wiy 




News Interna^hunal 


Sixth World Cup Hockey Tournament 


Reminiscence has never 
won goM medals 

Yet India and Pakistan seem to be wallowing in their glorious past 
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Auntralte’n captain David Bail kiaaet tha trophy 





I F you had been in 
hibemation for the last 
ten years and had somehow 
miraculously been trans¬ 
ported to Willesden to wit¬ 
ness the Woiid Cim hockey 
finals, you would have 
probably felt that it is some 
bizarre joke to find the two 
great hockey nations, India 
and Pakistan, playing for 
the honour of the wooden 
spooa 

Unfortunately, that was 
the bizarre position that 
both India and Pakistan 
found themselves in. And 
one does not feel sad for 
India and Pakistan but for 
hockey itself, gone are the 
days when the world was 


c^vated by the brilliance, 
mil and sh^ wizardry (rf 
the Indians ^ more re¬ 
cently die P^tanis. It 
was a s{^en^ nght, in¬ 
deed ptiwg^, to watch 
these two nations on a field 
playing their very open 
styles of hockey. But 
though unbelievable to 
many, it is a fact that both 
have sunk so low, so fast 
There are many who are 
willing to make excuses for 
this demise. Tte general 
one put forward is t^t too 
mudi has been asked of the 
players, what with the 
dose proximity of the Asian 
Games and the World Cup. 
This may be the case, but 
these two events only high¬ 
light the actual problem, 
i^ch seem to be exces¬ 
sive individualism and a low 
work-rate. Watching the 
reality of Indian hodcey, it 
seems that the players had 
trained and played too 
much—but the preparation 


had been too un¬ 
coordinated. And what is 
crystal dear is that a lot of 
bad habits have been de¬ 
veloped by the players. 

The star players at 
nationd level get away with 
murder because of who 
they tore. Their rrautations 

E receed them. Umpires 
ave Med to curtail their 
bad habits and so a sense of 
complacency has set in. 
But at the international 
level these players have 
fallen foul of the umpiring 
auid that seems to have an 
overall sense of resent¬ 
ment in their game to the 
detrement of the team. 

Both India and Pa^stan 
seem to be wallowing in 
their glorious past and do 
not want to adapt to the 
rigours of modem hockey. 
But reminiscence has nev¬ 
er won gdd medals. Artifi¬ 
cial surfaces have change 
the nature of the modem 
game. Strength and speed 



are now far more important 
and the other hockey play¬ 
ing nations have raised 
their skills and learnt to 
combat those of the Asian 
teams. 

Both Pakistan and parti¬ 
cularly India, continue to 
play on grass. Throu^ 
lesden fortni{^, India have 
dribbled th^selves into 
oblivion and Prddstan hying 
to play a fast passing game, 
have been extremely short 
of the necessary accurjxy. 
So India have to take stock 
and look for ways to stop 
the decline and one hc^ies 
that it will be done sooner 
rather than later. 

England’s World Cup 


The Arganthiaaahowed that soccer was not the only game th^rpiay 






dream was finally shattered 
at Willesden, just before it 
reached completion—but 
they did Rive the powerful 
Australians an almighty 
fright before the fire was 
finally put out. The start of 
the final was characteristi¬ 
cally Australian as the kan¬ 
garoo, as they set off at a 
fiinous pace, running Eng¬ 
land ragged. The pressure 
paid off when Craig Davies 
caught the English defence 
rapping with a quickly taken 
long comer and as the ball 
bounced loose, Grimely 
tned to clear the ball but 
only managed to tec it up 
for Terry Walsh to flick it 
passed the exposed Taylor. 
It had taken eight minutes 
and the goal seemed to 
settle the Australians. 

England's dynamic for¬ 
ward Sean Kerly, was su¬ 
perbly covered bv the Au¬ 
stralian captain David Bell 
and he had to drop further 
back to collect the ball as 
England struggled to make 
an impact. On the few oi ca- 
stons the ball reached vnn- 
ger Imran Shenvani, he 
looked England’s most 
dangerous forward, but 
could make little impact on 
a no-nonsense back line. 

Just as England seemed 
to be getting back into the 
game they went turthcr be¬ 
hind from a well taken John 
Bcstall short—comer con¬ 
version. To all intents and 
purposes that should have 
sealed the fate of the game 
and the cue for a harvest of 
Australian goals. But Eng¬ 
land threw men forward 
after the break and nearly 
battered them into submis-- 
sion. Substitute John Shaw, 
Sherwani and Kerly were 


Top: Atwtralia'a 
senformost playar Rte 
Charteaworth provaa ha 
laatillvaryaglla 

MkkHa: SubramanI faita 
aft tha laat of a Spanlah 
forward 

Bottom: Hang down your 
haad. Indian nookay 
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dl list finding room and 
thru efforts wert almost 
rtwiidtd with \ godl foui 
ininuK s int( thf sttoiid 

11 ill “sh 1 w iiu 11 ill I 
i\pi< il wt i\ lun inin 
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ind ll iilu d * I jsi v\ di 
t till )i 

It in piud n n aiil 
bur IK*. I>v fnj,lind ui 
tilt (I md biibbtituU Kill 
bit Singli hlitun 
behind tht dtlcmt on 
numtious ott isions With 
1 pirtivin trowd ol nt ii 

12 00(1 bihiiid thtm it 
sttmtd inlv a niittei ol 
tinu btloit tilt \iissns 
LUiktd but hnglind bad 
to w lit till lUst s /V 1 iinutL 
hroni turn btlort thts did 
Blib 11 tht litio ot tilt 
scmi finds ii,ainst (m 
minv liok a tin lut just 
outsidt Iht till It md when 
tilt nail tell to I (tti r a \ ird 
out ht stuitd with a giaid 
re\trst flicl 


England t goalkeeper. 

Ian Taylor adiudged Hie 
beat playar of the ywr, 
gives hla aet»n-year-otd 
awiatawtlpe 

Phet^apha Colorapert 



Germany a Stefan 
Blocher la a giant 
compared to Tholba 
Singh and Shahid 
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Kawas^i^ai^ KB 100 

The touc^TCSt, raoest, safest motor<^cle of them all Japanese technology, 
eff^tvefy adapted for Indian roads. 

The (oni^t wheel base, widest tyre size and its sturdy frame double cradling 
the 100 cc engine ensure perfect stability. 

Telescopic front forks with the longest travel and rear shock absorbers atl^ust* 
able to suit individual preference make the ride royatly smooth. 

An ©rtra large brake drum makes stopping more efficient and erisures safe 
handling. 

Thehigh ^und clearance and a fuHy enclosed carburettor Qjfttoart:b«KJ 
rTKmsoortcw«fitionsartddustif)hto8tion. 

Among tiw other feaftores exduswe to thelCB iOO is a tobwy 
better pick*i)to a«d^8iist from a stancfing start. A tachometer to hdp select the n^ 
gear for maxtonim fuel econcvr^. The brightest li$^ting eqi^imertt - a powertoi 
, 31SW headlight aiKl21W dtriRdlcm ii^^ 





»-r, 




./ 












y 




\\ 






i^n, »**• 






«t>ab»e you to see and be seen on the darkest night And a special pairing light 
The KB 100 IS brought to you by Bajai, India s pr«wiw two and three-wh 
npany, and Kawasaki the Japanese high technology giant Kawa^ki has nailed 
itory to Its door by making the fastest motorcycle in the worid 

The KB 100 comes with tfie celebrated advantage of Baqai's cou''*'y'vidn 
tWndi: of sales sennc* and spare pa'^s dealers At each centre, mechanics 
ecBlIy trained at hie factory ensure that your motorcycle is maintained in 
condition ui 

Ride the Kawasaki Bajaj KB KJO and you II app'eoat® why 
jtKtran't beat a Bi^j jiH*! 
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i “You Have To Plav On 

AuUMnaOc PHot” 

Ramesh Krishnan talks to Rohit Brijnath about his 
consistency, development, the world tennis scene and the 

artistry of John McEnroe 

H e's rathet a difficult genlleman. was a little SPORTSWORLD: This confidome for major 
guy to write about. overweight but stroked the has been rather a good year maUiies. Otherwise, there 
Inittally we only had brief ball bke a dream. for you, considering your was a lack ol consistency 

ghmpse.s of him in his But this year was ditfe- performances at Wimble- 

formative years. Be was rent. Reaching for perfec don and the US Open. To what would you attri- 
then constantly referred to lain in the Grand Slams he Would you say it's been bate your performances at 

as Ramanatban Knsbnan's had the world in raptures. your best year? the Open and Wimbledon? 

son. Hardly ever a perso- In an era of ser\'e and you certainly seem to hit a 

naUty in lus own nght. Yet voUey, he proved that ten- RAMESH KRISHNAS: high at Grand Slam 
as he grew and his game ms still thrives on touch. Well, vec and no. J think 1 tournaments, 

correspondingly matured, And as the ball glances off played well at the Calcutta 

the world would take his racket only to waft Davis Cup, Wimbledon and Yeah, I jjot the feeling that 
another look at the artist as across the court and gently the US Open, but 1 don't 1 perform better at these ' 
a young man. puff up some chalk to sig- think it’s been a very con- e\ents,.. five set matctes 

Yet again we saw him nify a winner, you know sistent year. It was very suit my temperament... 

brieUy. W'e were limited to there is so much there. good m the sense that 1 did and I think I've been fitter 

fiis short Davis Cup so- And as watching him well at Wimbledon—it’s al- this year than in the past. 

journs and occasional writ- gives so much pleasure, ways been my dream to in tlw past few years I've 
ings in the newspapers. Fet speaking with the young play well at Wimbledon— played one or two and my 
we knew be was a perfect Indian was much the same, and it gave me a lot of stomacli muscles got lured 




The thing is, there are always different 
kinds of players who play well. Now 
maybe with Lendl the accent is on a lot 
of power 


'J’his ytMr I think 1 playi'd 
well in all five rounds at 
Wimbledon, but was out¬ 
played in the quarterfinal. 1 
don't think 1 was tired and 1 
don't think 1 was tired >ref- 
tmg there. 

Do you have a problem 
with concentration, or is it 
Just that you prefer three 
sets? 

Like I said, live set match¬ 
es are my strong point. A 
lot of guys start very fast, 
but 1 think (my concentra¬ 
tion) IS something I'm 
working on. 1 need to play- 
more matches and get 
match-tight. 

You uied to train quite 
regularly at the late Harry 
Hopman's comp. What 
kind of person was he? 

1 got along very’ well with 
him. He had a fantastic 
record as a coach and he 
was the sort of guy who 
believed in the old- 
fashioned formula of work¬ 
ing hard and leading the 
simple life, i also beheve in 
that philosophy,., a lot of 


mv beliefs are moulded by 
him. 

/ hear that his camp de¬ 
teriorated after his death. 
Do you have any idea about 
this? 

Yeah, one thing’s for cer¬ 
tain: nothing can replace 
him. The amount of expen- 
ence he had in bigtime ten¬ 
nis was fantastic. 

Do you have a coach right 
now? 

No. but I’m looking for 
somebody else. 

Da you have anyone in 
mind? 

,No. See, I think periodic 
coaching is important but 1 
think I’m at a stage where I 
need to play more and get 
more on-court experience. 
That’s the most important 


thing for me. 

Have you reached a point 
where your service can’t 
get any better? 

I think it is better tlian ever 
before: moreover, 1 think it 
can improve further. You 
can't really single out 
•someone and say "Yeah, 
his service is bad.” I mean 
if you ask Jimmy Connors, 
h/s service is bad. The 
thing IS how ohe works 
around a deficiency. 1 mean 
I’m not going to serve like a 
Boris Becker or an Ivan 
Lendl. The service is going 
to be weaker point. It de¬ 
pends on how well 1 cover 
it up with my ground 
strokes and my return of 
serve. I think I need more 
fire and pewtration in my 
game. 'That’s what I’ve 
been working on. 


With Slobodan Zivojinovic 
it’s the other way around. 
He has rustic ground 
strokes but it's his incredi¬ 
ble service which kept you 
at bay in that Wimbledon 
quarterfinal this year. 

Yeah, but to beat him. any¬ 
one would have to return 
lus serve well 

How do you pre/tare your¬ 
self before a match... both 
physically and mentally... 
for instance when you play¬ 
ed Zivofinovic? 

You ask around to see how 
your opptinenl plays, what 
his weak points are, what 
his strong points are. At 
Wimbledon I didn’t have 
time to think because I 
played so many matches. 
'Hie ideal situation when 
you’re playing is to be on 
automatic pilot... it just has 
to come. When you have to 
force It. it doesn't come... 
which IS why you have to 
be match tight. Playing a lot 
of tennis is the best prepa¬ 
ration you can have. 

ts that what you do before 
Wimbk^n?’ 






before vJiifae. on umr? 


If#, yea* before 
^ Sjf ri bte w op f bad a good 
thne. So by the time f got 
to WitnUedon I had played 
i tot <q|^ Ttiatches. 1 think I 
idayed atout aeveateen 
thatches in' June. I was 
dssijnig nearly every other 
Wy. Im su^h a situation you 
ploy #0 much that it’s 
tMtUKul nature to you. You 
don't even think... you just 
go and play. 

"KiUer iustiitct”...a very 
ombiguoug term. What 
doeg it mean to you? For 
butanee, when they say 
that yijay didn't win this or 
Ramesh didn't win that be¬ 
cause they don't have ‘kU- 
ler instinct'? 

It’s very difficult to 
answer that. I mean how do 
you know whether some¬ 
one has killer instinct? It is 
very.... 1 think maybe it's a 
question of being a little 
bolder when you get the 
diance. Another thing is 
how much you want it, twjw 
nwch pain, physical and 
mental you're willing to go 
throuj^, how much pre^- 
ration you're willing to go 
through, how much you're 
willing to push yourself. 

/>0 you find that you do 
that? 

It's not a question of yes 
and no..it's a very relative 
term. It’s not a question of 
whether you do it today or 
tomorrow. It’s whether 
you can do it on a constant 
basis, 'niat's die question- 
It's very difficult to answer 
that 

Yer, / dtink it is some- 
timu a little riMculous,.. 

No...I do believe that..! 

McEnroe and Lendl 
have that stuff m them. 1 
mean McEnroe, you know 
that he’k going to d% that 
eatna stw out It's a ques* 


A year ago I used to 
weigh much more,.so the 
inqiortant thing was to lose 
a Jot of weight. Now 
weight-ivise I feel aD right 
I need to do a lot of streng¬ 
thening exercises for my 
stomach. I thiidc my stami¬ 
na is okay bat I thmk I have 
to work a little bit more on 
my .speed. My main con¬ 
cern for the future is to play 
a lot of tournaments, to 
play as many times as 1 can, 
because diat's die only way 
you can learn. You have to 
go through it yourself. You 
have to experience it 

Tennis is always in a 
state of transitioH, Now, 
t^Hirtfivm Lendl no one at 
the top is playing consis¬ 
tently. Whtd's k^pening? 


Wdl everything goes 
throng cydes as you said, 
I mean, 6^ years ago Borg 
was pla^^ Connors was 
[daying, so was Mac...and 
those guys were very solid 
players. 

Any reason why it's 
d0erent now? 

No, it's just a cycle I 
think. Connors and McEn¬ 
roe are not able to hold on, 
and it's taking the newer 
guys bnger to get the con¬ 
sistency. Becker or Edberg 
haven't reached that level 
yet 

Regarding Indian ten¬ 
nis...have you ever been to 
the BAT? 


Do you think there's any 



and 


future jit IfuBtim temde, I 
mean guys Wee Zee^ton 
AU..f 

See, the thmg about Indi¬ 
an tennis is, when I was 
coining up there used to be 
lots of tournaments....! 
used to play a lot of match¬ 
es. I t^byed a lot of my 
tennis in Madras, a lot ^ 
club tournaments and a lot 
of tournaments in India. 
Good foreign players would 
come and a lot of Indian 
players would play. 

1 feel that general enthu¬ 
siasm for the game has 
come down; this has to be 
revived. You're going to 
get good players only out of 
good competition. 

You think there 
should be more compeff- 
tions, okay...what about 
more money? 

It all comes down to 
organisation. You have to 
be organised...somebody 
has to do everything 
Would you care to com¬ 
ment on the organisation 
here in India? 

I’m not qualified to, be¬ 
cause I’m not here myself. 
If there were a lot of 
tournaments for kids to 
play, 1 think you’d find 


I'm not going 
to serve like a 
Boris Becker or 
on Ivon Lendl. 
The service is 
going to be my 
weaker point. It 
depends how well 
I cover it up with 
my ground 
strokes and my 
return of serve 


fSBii 


kmve a schedule 
t mod fnnWee 





I 


someone who's coming up, 
who will leam to compete 
and play well. 

There is an international 
debate about pushing the 
service line 18 inches back. 
What do you think about 
U? 


I think I’m a traditional at 
heart, so if it’s stayed this 
long, why change it’? But 
they did change the foot 
fault rule a few years ago, 
so maybe they should try 
the other service rule- 
...when my father was 
playing you couldn’t jump 
like Becker or Mac are 
doing. Tliat is the basic 
advantage they have. 

_yo, and you are 

already two steps on your 
way to the net. 

Yeah, that’s the rule they 
clianged some years ago, 1 
wonder why. 

What about the Americans 
being totally upstaged by 
the Europeans? 

I tlunk that European 
organisation is vei'y good 
now and 1 feel there is a 
drop in interest in tennis in 
Amenca... 

too much of it...? 

No, I think the European 
federations are well orga¬ 
nised. If somebody is 
young and has talent, they 
give him education, they 
give him all the necessary 
facilities. Whereas in 
America, the structure is 
there, the competition is 
there and whoever wants 
can take advantage of it. 
But maybe i*’s getting a 
little expensive for people 
to do that, whereas in 
Europe 1 think the federa¬ 
tions subsidise very much 
more. 

Is there a realisation in 
America that this is hap~ 
pening? 

Oh yeah, absolutely. 
That’s why you hear only 



The ideal situation when you're 
playing is to be on automatic 
pilot...it just has to come. When 
you force it, it doesn't 
come ...which is why you have to 
be match-tight 
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one American i- ii; the IIS j 
Open quarterim,t';‘,...yt's. 
they are ver>' aw.ue cii it. , 
But I believe everything ' 
happens in cycles. Fiftet'n 
or twenty years ago Au- ' 
stralia was on top. then ; 
America, so it got's on. ! 

The era of the tennis \ 
playing artist, guys like | 
Nastase, in many ways \ 
your father, seems to have 
gone, never to return...? 

(Laughs) You should 
watch McEnroe more 
often. Mecir plays like tfiat, 
he plays very easy. The 
thing is, there are always 
different kinds of players 
who play well. Now maybe 
with Lendl the accent is on 
a lot of power. When Borg 
played the accents was on 
consistency...so with so 
many people playing today, 
it takes different personali¬ 
ties. So It's a question of 
one player holding away for 
a wlule, then somebody will 
learn to counter his 
ascendacy witli something 
else. 1 bt'lieve there’s an 
answer for everything. You 
can’t judge on what’s hap¬ 
pened in the last four or 
five years and as far as 
serve and volley is con¬ 
cerned, a guy like McEnroe 
proves that he can handle 
all these guys with his 
touch. 

When you look back to 
when you started and to 
what you are now, what do 
you think? 

I want to look back and 
leam. 1 don’t want to look 
back and say, “Hey I did all 
this’’...I don't want to re¬ 
minisce till I'm finished. 

I think I’ve made a lot of 
mistakes and I feel I’m 
learning from them, so 
hopefully I’ve gained some 1 
experience and 1 shall put it 
to good use. 

Everyone keeps saying — 
you too—that the best is yet 
to come. Do you think so? 


Yes. absolutely. 

















































Lsft: Whm tinm ran out: 
Zhang Guowal of China 
looks at his watch during 
the lOiOOOm run. 
Unfortunately, ha rsUrsd 
from the rsca soon 
aftarwsrds 


Below: For the winners it 
Isecstscy. But this 
athlete shows what the 
feeling is like for the 
losers 
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L«ft: India’s Mercy Kuttan clears six metres to finish 
fourtti In the women’s long Jump. Centre Top: A 
competitor in the same event is helped off the pit by 
officials after an unsuccessful lump. Centre Bottom: P.T. 
Usha takes off for her anchor leg In the women’s 4x lOO 
relay. This was the only event In which Usha participatad 
without winning a medal. Top: This exercise won 
Oilna’s Huang Qun a gold In the uneven bars avent 
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Now is the winter 


W lTfJ the 1986-87 Indi h.'ishi. This colt is a full 
an Winter racing sea- hi oilier to Chaitanya 

son ail set to take olf it Ratliani a multi-classic wm- 

would be mtiTt"?titiK to ner last year. Trained by J 
take a quick reconnaissance iJhariwal, this colt has 
at what Its outcome IS going shove n remarkable im- 
to be throughout the conn- provement after hi.s initial 
tO'- Willi the Madras Race campaign in his first Season 
Club still under a ban, iru and must easily be the high- 
ing will be conhned to the est rated 3-year-old today. 
citie.s of Hyderabad, Horn- A front runner, 
bay. Bangalore and Cal- Cluutanya Chakrarn loves 

cutla. to make his own running. 

The clrissK picture as far He is a winner over a mile 

as Colts are concerned, and a quarter and i.s yet to 

IcHiks to be a two-way bat- traverse the- classic Derby 

tie. Dll the one side is distance of a mile and a half. 

Chaitanya Cliakram, a wn- However, looking at the 
ner of six classics including way he has Ireen smaslung 
three Derbies. On the the opposition that has 

other IS Capricorn, a win- come in his path, it appears 

ner of just one Derby but a most unlikely the extra two 

colt with tremendous furlongs could put a damp- 
pot ential scojie, ner on his performance. 

M. Chakrarn: By The general consensus is 

i.V. Sunday out of Pur- that the current lot of 3- 


year-olds are an average lot round, won with a degree 
and this makes Chaitanya of comfort far easier than. 
Chakrarn look even more the official verdict would 
outstanding. lead one to believe. 

Capricon: By Grey Gas- The Pune Derby, for in- 
ton out of Calypso Star. He stance, must have seen him 

is trained by Western India at his bc^st. Lying fifth turn- 

based professional Bezan “tK for home, he found 

Chenoy and has an un- himself hemmed in on the 

beaten record of five wins. rails with a wall of horses in 

After his first defeat on fi'ont. Shroff who was rid- 

debut, has shown improve- hig ho colt managed to ex- 

ment to be the best 3-year- tncate him from his far 

old colt in Western India. from happy position with 

Dunng the recently con- just metres to go and 
eluded Pune Racing Sea- the effei t was electrifying, 

son, he won three races Capricorn surged forward 

which included the F.D. and at the wire was three 

Wadia Gold Cup, the parts of a length clear of liis 

General Rajendrasmghji closest rival, the verdict 

Gold Cup and the Pune again flattering the runner- 

Derby. All three were up because Shrolf only real- 

terms races. The first two ly asked Capricorn for 

were terms with penalties more than was just neces- 

and Capricorn despite con- sarv to win 

ceding chunks of weight ail MiOmm 
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CALENDAR 

National Evanta 

Crickat: Duleep trophy fin¬ 
al at Bombay from Oct. 31 
to Nov. 5. Nov. 3 is tha rest 
day. 

Irani trophy, Delhi vs Rest 
of India at Jaipur, Nov. 7 to 
12. Nov. 10 is the rest day. 
Cooch Behar trophy (for 
under-19 players): Zonal 
matches to be played in 
Punjab (North), Bengal 
(East), Saurashtra (West), 
Hyderabad (South) and 
Rajasthan (Central) from 
Nov. 1 to 21. 

Vijay Merchant trophy (for 
under 15 players), zonal 
matches to be held in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir (North), 
Assam (East). Gujarat 
(West), Karnataka (South) 
, and Madhya Pradesh 
t (Centra!) from Nov. 1 to 15. 

I Moin-ud-dowlah Gold Cup 
i invitation tournament at 
\ Hyderabad from Nov 6 on- 

* wards. B teams to partici- 
I pate, divided into two 
5, groups of four Matches to 
I be held on league cum 
Ij knock out basis. Holders, 
71 Nirlons, runners-up State 

Bank of India, Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka, Hyderabad, 
Bengal and Vazir Sultan 
Industries XI have con- 

• firmed participation 

Hockey: Sub-junior Nehru 
hockey tournament at the 
Shivaji stadium and Nation- 
I ai stadium. New Delhi from 
I Oct, 27 to Nov 4 
I Junior Nehru hockey 
I tournament at the same 
venues in New Delhi from 4 
to 14 Nov. 

Nehru hockey tournament 
from Nov. 14 to Dec. 9, at 
the Shivaji stadium. New 
Delhi. 

All. India Sant Harchand 
Singh Longowal tourna¬ 
ment at Patiala from Oct. 
28 to Nov. 9. 

Poio: Prithvi Singh cup at 
Delhi from Oct. 28 to Nov. 2 
. Radha Mohan Rajinder 
L Mohan Gold Cup from Nov. 
■ 4 to 8. 

CMG’s trophy at Delhi on 
Nov. 9 

Baroda Cup at Delhi from 
Nov. 12 to 16. 

General Canappa cup from 
Nov. 18 to 28. 



Handbali: 14th national 
championships at Bilaspur, 
Himachal Pradesh from 
Nov. 5 onwards. 

Football: Semi-finals of 
Durand football tournament 
at Ambedkar stadium, De¬ 
lhi on Nov. 4 and 5. 

Final of Durand tournament 
at the same venue on Nov. 
8 

Rovers cup tournament at 
Bombay from Nov. 1 on¬ 
wards. 

International events: 
Athletics: New York 
marathon on Nov. 2. 
Women's 15kms. World 
road race championships 
at Lisbon. 

Boxing: World Boxing 
Council (WBC) 

heavyweight title bout be¬ 
tween Mike Tyson (U.S A.) 
and Trevor Bobbick (Cana¬ 
da) at Montreal on Nov. 15. 
Cricket: Champion of 
champions trophy at Shar¬ 
jah from Nov. 27 to Dec. 5. 
Four nations tournament 
for a prize money of 
$85,000. West Indies, 
Pakistan, India and Sri 
Lanka to participate The 
draw IS- 

Nov. 27: India vs Sri Lanka 
Nov. 28: West Indies vs 
Pakistan 

Nov 30 West Indies vs 
India 

Golf: Nissan world cham¬ 
pionship of Golf at Japan 
from Nov. 6 to 9. World 
Cup at California from Nov 
20 to 23 

Judo: European junior 
championships at Austria 
on Nov 8 and 9. 

Tennis: Nabisco Wight- 
man cup, Great Britain vs 
U.S.A. women at the Royal 
Albert Hall, London from 
Oct. 30 to Nov. 1 
Football: European cham¬ 
pionship, preliminary 
league matches as follows: 
Nov 12: Spam vs Rumania 
(group 1) 

Nov. 15. Italy vs Switzer¬ 


land (group 2) 

Nov. 16: Malta vs Sweeden 

S iroup 2) 

ov. 19: East Germany vs 
France (group 3) 

Nov. 12: England vs 
Yugoslavia (group 4) 

Nov 12: Turkey vs North¬ 
ern Ireland (group 4) 

Nov. 12: Greece vs Hun¬ 
gary (group 5) 

Nov. 19: Holland vs Poland 
(group 5) 

Nov. 12: Czechoslovakia 
vs Denmark (group 6) 

Nov 12 Scotland vs Lux¬ 
embourg (group 7) 

Nov. 19. Belgium vs Bul¬ 
garia (group 7) 


TELEVISION 

Live telecast of Durand 
football tournament final at 
Delhi on Nov. 8 from 2.45 
p.m. onwards. Telecast on 
National hook-up 
Live telecast of India’s 
matches in Sharjah, one 
day cricket championship 
(for details see Calendar) 
World of Sport programme 
from 4.30 p m. on the fol¬ 
lowing Sundays— 2,9,16, 
23 and 30 November 


RADIO 

Running commentary in 
Hindi and English on the 
semi-finals and final of the 
Durand football tournament 
(for details see Calendar). 
Commentary to commence 
at 2 45 pm and to be 
broadcast on the national 
hook-up 

Running commentary m 
Hindi and English on the 
Duleep trophy final at Bom¬ 
bay (for details see 
Calendar). 

Running commentary in 
Hindi and English on the 
Irani trophy match (for de¬ 
tails see Calendar). 

Monthly sports prog¬ 
rammes: 

9.39—10.00 p.m.: National 


! 
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sports magazino, consist- 1 
ing of views, inteivi-'ws and 
news, broadcast in English ' 
on Nov. 7 on Delhi B. 450 5 
metres and relayed by all 
additional frequencies of 
AIR. Programme to be re- ' 
peated on Nov. 8 at 7 02 1 
a.m. on the same metre i 
band. 

9.30—10.00 p.m.- Khel i 
Jagat, a Hindi sports prog- | 
ramme broadcast on 
Thursday. Nov. 20 on Delhi 
A, 366.3 metres and re¬ 
layed by all additional fre¬ 
quencies of AIR. Program¬ 
me repeated on Nov. 22 at 
7 02 a m on Delhi B. 450.5 
metres. 

BOOKS 

The Joy of Footbali (Hod- 
der and Stoughton, 47 
Bedford Square, London 
WC183DP; price 12 95 
British pounds) edited by 
Brian Glanville. 

The most piolilii.. and re¬ 
nowned of British sports 
writers Brian Qtanville has 
edited what he considers 
the best of his reading on 
football into a memorable 
volume, called The Joy of j 
Football. The book has a 
seven section pattern ! 
which maintains a certain ; 
organisation of thought and : 
theme I 

The sections vary from 
football fiction to the fas- i 
cination of footbal' to what | 
the stars say but excoll- , 
ence in writing is the crite¬ 
rion of selection In the 
stars section such legen¬ 
dary names like Bobby 
Charlton, Altredo Di Stefa- 
no. Pete and Gecge Best 
and Bryan Robson write 
with feeling interspersed 
with anecdotes Footbali 
fiction has some memor¬ 
able stones written by 
famous names, Harold Pin¬ 
ter the noted dramatist, 
Arnold Bennet and Glanvil¬ 
le himself The greatest joy 
of the book is that it will 
always survive anri will be 
read with interest in the 
next century also as it high¬ 
lights the glory and thnils of 
football 

Compiled by Novy 
Kapadfa 





BACK TO 
SCHOOL AGAIN 

I N China nobody is in¬ 
dispensable. Not even 
their sportsmen. Their 
champions invariably re¬ 
tire when at their prime 



or thereabouts. And, 
almost immediately, 
they are replaced b> 
someone as capable. 
Former badminton 
champion Han Jian is 
right on cue. 

Having won every 
major title besides the 
All England, the thirty- 
year-old Chinaman has 
decided that it’s time to 
go back to ‘school’. Han, 
the hero of many a tense 
'I'homas Cup battle, has 
enrolled for a two-year 
course at tiie foreign 
diplomatic school m Ctu- 
na. And after school 
what? Back to the 
game, b all probability. 
Not as a player, but as 
national coach. After 
which Han intends to go 
into sports administra¬ 
tion. That should keep 
him busy for a while. 


SOVIET SOFT 
CORNER 

T hat soviet politi¬ 
cians have a soft cor¬ 
ner for India is no sec¬ 
ret. But it seems that 
they are not the only 
ones who have this affin¬ 
ity towards this half of 
the sub continent. 
Soviet sports adminis¬ 
trators feel the same 
way. 

Literalurniya Ros- 
siya, a Moscow news¬ 
paper, organised an in¬ 
ternational badminton 
tournament. The 
women’s title was won 
by local girl Svetlana Be- 
lyasova. In the final she 
beat India's Madhumita 
Bisht, havii^ got the 
better of Ami Glua in the 
semi final. But is was 
the Indian camp who had 
plenty to cheer about. 

Her graceful style of 
play and traditional Indi¬ 
an (pod looks were pri- 
manly responsible for 
Madhumita Bisht being 


voted the Queen of 
badminton". What's 
more, although the run¬ 
ner up she was hon¬ 
oured as the best player 
of the tournament. 
Some girls have all the 
luck! 




CASHING IN 

E ver since Bjorn Borg retired from competitive 
tennis, the Swedes have faced a serious prob¬ 
lem. Not who’s going to be in the Davis Cup team, 
but who’s going to be out? Their list of players reads 
like a “Who’s Who in modem tennis”. Wilander, 
Jarryd, Nystrom, Edberg, Pemfors, Carlsson, 
Sundstrom. With a line up ike that one could never 
expect to bee a problem when it comes to winning 
the Davis Cup. But they do! 

It’s not going to be that easy for Sweden in the 
final to be played ajpinst Australia ui bte December. 
In all probability Mats Wilander will not go Down 
Under. The world number three, presently taking a 
seven-week (.complete) break from tennis has made 
a statement to the effect that he will not be 
available. Maybe it has something to the fact that he 
will be marrying Sonya Muilholland, a South African 
model, on 3rd January. 

The two other doubtful starters are Anders 
Jarryd and Joakim Nystrom. Both have iivury 
problems. While Nystrom might have to undergo an 
operation for a thigh muscle injury, Jarryd is 
suftenng from a broken joint in his left knee. Thou^ 
there is time and both mi^t be fit enough to take 
the court, it is doubtful whether they will be at their 
best. 

That really leaves Edberg the only experienced 
(!) customer around. True, Pemfors and Carlsson 
are undenbbly talented, but the Aussies mi^t just 
have the edge. Cash and company might Just cash in 
on home support, a suitable siurbce and fanuliar 
surroundings. But then, who knows! 


















TOO YOUNG 

Y ou can fight that 
much and no more. 
And Barry McGuigan 
knows it. 

The former World 



Boxing Association 
featherweight champion 
might just be forced to 
hang up his ^oves. The 
Irish boxer has been 
receiving treatment 
from an orthopaedic 
surgeon who spedaltses 
in arthritis problems. 
Though McGuigan 
hasn’t made any com¬ 
ment to the effect that 
he intends to stay away 
from the ring (this time 
for good) it is believed 
that with the former 
champion suffering from 
arthritis in his wrists, he 
might not be aWe to 
enter the ring again. 

Yes. many champions 
have had to retire pre¬ 
maturely because of in¬ 
jury, but McGuigan’s 
case is particularly sad. 
He's just twenty-five. 


RETIRING AT THE TOP 

B eating the West Indians in a Test match is 
unlikely. No matter who you are. But humiliat¬ 
ing them is out of the question. Or .so we thought, 
till Imran Khan and Abdul Qadir sent fric undisputed 
champions of the game crashing to their lowest total 
ever to give Pakistan a stunning victory. 

And almost immediately the Pakistani skipper 
announced that this would be his last home series. 
Imran uitends to retire from the game when at his 
peak. When will that be? He feels that this will be 
after the World Cup to be held next year in Pakistan 
and India. But that’s still a long way off and people 
do change their minds. The members of the 
Pakistan Cricket Board must be keeping their 
fingers crossed Imran does. 



KIM'S COURTCRAFT 

I F you had to vote for the most unfortunate 
cricketers in the history of the game, the name of 
Kimberley John Hughes would figure very high on 
your list. Who is to blame for this one really doesn’t 
know, but the fact remains that the former Austra¬ 
lian captain has been in the news ever since he 
started playing for his country. 

After his (melo)dramatic exit from Test cricket, 
Hughes found himself in another unfortunate mess. 
'This time it was a clash between the player and the 
Western Australian Cricket Association. The 
WACA had banned Hughes from playing in grade 
matches in Perth. Their reason? Hughes had 
decided to take part in a rebel tour of South Africa 
earlier this year. 

In February Hughes went to court. And a long, 
expensive and taxing legal battle followed. Almost 
ei^t months later a decision had been reached. And 
the cricketer has come out on top. Hughes’ appe^ 
against the ban was upheld by Mr Justice Toohey, 
who felt that the Association hart breached the 
Trade Practices Act by preventing tte cricketer 
from playing cricket. 

For Kim Hughes it has been a victory which has 
been worth waiting for. And no one needed it more 
than he did. 
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SuhrDfo Cup Football 

Towards a better tomonew 

Novy Kapadia reports from New Delhi 


T he 1986 Subroto Cup .( r: 'i 
tone in the history of tbr- n ■ ru.' 
ment. The Chief Minister ui \ 'in, 
IVafulla Chandra Moiianty, .nmi.jii. cd 
an award of Ks 2(K)0/- e.c i to liie 
winners, (iovt. HS Kol.i.-'ii.!) (he 
first ever team from A‘'Wit\ lo win the 
Subroto Cup. There wa'- )iith<T social 
recognition. The I)tp.irtment of 
Sports of the Centidl (iovemment 
Have an annual stipend o! Ks 225/- per 
month to the ,'12 plaver.s from the 
winners of the tounminent. Govt. HS 
Kokrajhar and the nuiners up Kamak- 
nshna Mission .School, Alonf?, Aru- 
nachal Pradesh. 

Since Its inception in 1969, (he 
Subroto Cup has done yeoman service 
to Indian football. About 70(J schiKils 
and over 7,(M)0 players participate 
annually in the preliminary rounds of 
the Subroto Cup held in all the 22 
states and nine union territories ol 
India. Many inlernadonal playeis 
nini^i; from Shyam 'I'hapa. inside lelt 
Parimal I)ey and linkman Mohan Smith 
in the 1960s, JCTs inU'rnational link 
man Parminder SinRh. Pia-.anta 
Banerjee and Sanjib Bhatt achat va m 


th<! 1970s and recent India yinior 
captain K. Thomas of the Govt. SSS 
Car Nicobar were all initially spotted 
playinjt in the final rounds of the 
Subroto Cup at Delhi. Such are the 
myopic policies of the All India Foot¬ 
ball Federation (AIFF") that the Sub¬ 
roto Cup is not recognised and hence 
the talented players that emerge 
annually are neglected. Since 1972 the 
Subroto Cup authorities have tried to 
identify talent, by awarding annual 
monthly scholarships of Rs 75 or Ks 
IfX) to promising sixteen players in 
each tournament. International Pai 
minder Singh was a scholarship win¬ 
ner ui 1974 when he was representing 
the School of Sports jullunder 
However, the scholarship winners 
have been consistently neglected by 
the AIFF. 'I'hey have nevci been 
asked to attend follow-up coacfiing 
camps With greater rapport between 
the .AIFF and the Subroto Cup org<i- 
nisers more benefits could have b<-en 
reaped from this premiei school foot¬ 
ball tournament in the counlr\. 

After all, Asoke Kuniai Ghosh, 
st'cretarv of (he .AIFF, when he s.iv\ 


the Govt. SSS Car Nicobar win the 
Subroto Cup in 1984, called players 
like medio K. Thomas and striker 
Augustine, “uncut diamonds.” The 
paradox is that from the lesser de¬ 
veloped regions like Car Nicobar. 
Assam and Manipur from which the 
champion school teams emerge, eco¬ 
nomic conditions do not permit orga¬ 
nisation and support of senior footb^. 
Hen< e the talented school boy footbal¬ 
lers give up the game after school. 
Asoke Ghosh’s uncut diamonds re¬ 
main a c.ise of “what might have been” 
a,s the AIFF refuses to nurture foot¬ 
ball talent and pays only lip service to 
the development of lunior f(K)tball. 
This was a sentiment echoed by F. 
Ciogoi the coach ol the winners Govt. 
IIS Kokrajliar. 

Questioned on tht‘ paradox that 
school learns from the North-East and 
Anckmian Islands .innuallv excel in the 
Subroto Cii)}, reaching the semi-finals 
Ol final, but most of ihi- players fade 
awd\ later, P. liogoi made a pertinent 
n ply All .\'I.S Calcutta trained coach, 
lie said that, “most ol the players in 
my si'hool team art' from the low- 


The Kokrajhar boys after winning the Subroto Cup 











income bracket. Football for them is a 
form of social mobflity and security in 
getting a job. Hence they practise 
hard as schoolboys. However, once 
they leave schools, they get clerical 
jobs in institutions with football teams 
ne^ect practice and so their game 
stagnates as they have no incentive to 
improve. Football for them was only a 
passport to a job. It is for the AIFF to 
provide an out let for the development 
of football talent from this region.” 

Another reason why players like 
strikers Kanki Darang and Jersa 
Gamblin and defender Pasangonge of 
the R.K. Mission schixil Along, Ani- 
nachal Pradesh, linkman indra Daim- 
aiy, wingers Kamleswar Nazary and 
Binode Brahma and striker Kshudirani 
Nazary of holders Govt. HS Kokrajhar 
and defender Lai Kammalota of Mod¬ 
em English School Aizwal, all players 
of potential in the 1986 Siibroto Cup 
do not develop is the paucity of good 
coaches. P. Gogoi for instance is 
attached to the Directorate of ScJiool 
Sports and Youth Welfare, Gauhati 
and was on deputation to Govt. HS 
Kokrajhar for a month .After the 
Subioto Cup he will return to Gauhati, 
miles away from Kokrajhar m South 
Assam, on the Assani-Hengal border. 

In terms of football development 
tliese boys had the potential but still 
had a long wav to go. As P. Gogol told 
Sportsworld "when 1 first started 
coaching the dailv. They tiKik a heavy 
workload and never complained. 
They enjoyed it. This is their plus 
point, the ability to take a lot of work 
load and because of an uncomplicated 
life style there is lot of commitment in 
their game." However, as Gogoi is 
the first to admit that commitment and 
fitness can win scfuKilboy tourna¬ 
ments but not take you to Uie pinnacle 
of success in senior international foot¬ 
ball. The NIS and AIFF should at least 
ensure that school teams which 
achieve success in the Subroto Cup 
get a trained coach for some time. 
This would enable players from this 
neglected region to improve their ball 
skills, touch, game reading ability and 
positional sense which coupled with 
their commitment and heavy work 
load would pay dividends to Indian 
football. 

Creditably the Subroto Cup author¬ 
ities attempted to iiartially fill the 
coaching vacuum, which many school 
teams face. Secretary-general of the 
‘tournament, K.K. Ganguly stated 
“we made it obligatory that 
every school team which came for the 
Sulnroto Cup along with their sports 


teachers attended some coaclung ses¬ 
sions conducted by NIS coaches, 
I^^ottam Kana and K.K. Sharma. 
Sports teachers were instructed how 
to conduct training sessions properly. 
In our own siiuill way we tried to 
streamline coaching for school teams 
ail over India." Such a step is laudable, 
but is no substitute for systematic 
long term development of talent. 

Another major landmark for the 
Subroto Cup this year was its tie-up 
with the newly formed prestigious 
Tata Academy of Football at Jam- 
.shedpur. 

The Director of the academy, is no 
less a person than the legendary 
Padma Shree Chuni Goswami. He was 
in Delhi for a week to spot talent for 
the Tata Academy. Chuni chose six 
boys for the Tata Academy, on the 
basis of their performance at this 
year’s Subroto Cup. 'Phey are right 
winger Rajendra Yadav and striker 
Nitesh Roy (both of the NCC Gp. Hq. 
Kalyani) stopper back Ashish Kumar 
Rawat (Guru (iobind Singh Inter Col¬ 
lege Bareilly), inside forward Rajendra 
Singh Negi (Govt. SS Moti Bagh, New 
Deilii), medtu Xalco (Zila School Ran¬ 
chi) and right winger Kamaleshwar 
Nazary (Govt. HS Kokrajhar, Assam). 
Chuni Goswami will be an annual 
visitor to the Subroto Cup, to select 
talented players for the academy. 

Earlier this year, the Sports Au¬ 
thority of India (SAD selected 17 
schools from all over India which were 
each given a special grant of Rs .6 
lakhs for sports infrastructure and 
were provided with specialised 
coaches. Two of those seventeen 
schools, G. V. Raja School Kerala and 
the Si. Anthony HS Majorda Goa 
participated in the Subroto Cup. 
Neither fend very well losing in the 
second round. Maybe it is too early to 
judge the validity of SAl’s scheme but 
both these schools did play methodical 
football. 

The 1986 Subroto Cup witnessed 
many giant killing feats. Holders and 
thrice fonner champions Madhyam- 
gram HS (West Bengal) were beaten 
t)-2 in their opemng second round 
encounter. This is the fir.sl time thai 
Madtivanigram have lost their opening 
match in the Subroto Cup. (iovt. IKS 
Dimapur (Nagaland) joint-winners in 
1980 and runners-up in 1981, 1984 
and 1985 lost by a solitary goal in an 
action-t.'acked encounter with de 
butants Nongksheh HS Shillong 
(Meghalaya) in the quarter-final. Four 
times champions Govt. SSS Car Nico- 
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Action from tha final 

bar were beaten 8-9 in the sudden- 
death tie-breaker by newcomers 
Agarpara Vidyapilh (West Bengal). 
The higlily rated Govt. HSS Mahilpur 
(Punjab) lost in the first round 1-2 to 
the Modem English School Aizwal. 

Three ol the four seiin-finalisis, 
runners-up Raniaknshna Mission 
School. Along tAriin.ichal Pradesh), 
Nfmgksheh HS, Shillong (Meghalaya) 
and Zila ScNmiI Ranchi (Bihar) were 
playing in this stage tor the first tunc. 
Only winners Govt. HSS Kokrajhar 
(Assam) liad aihievi'd distinction in 
previous tournaments. Thex hail lx‘en 
runners up in 1979, losing bv a solit¬ 
ary goal to the Ibenicha HS Khabrn 
(Manipur) Mernoiies of that defeat 
still rankled. Tlie Kokiajhai skipjier, 
the sliirdv stopper Iwck liihekaiianda 
Hargavaiv said, "Hvei since 1979 
when as (avourile vvi' linislu-d run¬ 
ners-up. we have been waiting for this 
day. We waiiU-d tt) xvin !lie Suliroto 
Cup viTV badiv " Such cominitnienl 
coupled with litne.ss enabled Kokra- 
ihai to tuUil a clienshed auibiiion in 
grand slx’le. They became the -seiond 
school learn, after Madhvamgiam lib. 
in 1982 to win the touniament without 
conceding a goal. 




Getting ready for 
England 

I T seems that PmKlish 
football cannot ever 
escape from the violent 
shadow <if its supportets. 
And in many way?, that i.'- 
unfortunate. 

With Mexi('‘ >'!'!! a vih 
rant memoir' ih-.u-ssions 
liave alicao- ■•I'f'ui) regard 
ing il'f i'*"*' World Cup in 
ltai\ \fi{i I'lFA president 
I J',,v! (I.ivelange recently 
' ■listiiisfd tliat the Italians 
! Iiari already begun wonder 
1 ing how they were going to 
I deal with English fans. That 
IS, of course if England 
quaiifie.s. 

And if the recent vio 
leiice in Amsterdam and 
the Heysels carnage aren't 
enough tlic Italians have 
even mure reason to be 
scared. For. in Turtn dur 
ing the 1980 European 
Championships, a fierce 
and bloody battle was 
fought tietween English and 
Italian fans. 

One thing is certain. En- 
giatwl and then supporters 
will be tlosely watched dur¬ 
ing the Eunniean Cham¬ 
pionship matches. For if 
they misbehave, they could 
very well be suspended 
Irom the World Cuii. 

And aprt from damaging 
their [iride it could empty 
tlli'ir coffers. Because the 
(inancial penalty will be 
iienu'iidous 

Yet. il the English are 
(l<*pressed. last fortnight 
they wc'ie infroducc'd to a 
verv sunirisiiig ally l>t'o 
Beenhakker, manager of 
I Real Madrid. Beenhakker 
lot tcasoiis hitherto un- 
! known waged his own per- 
.soiial campaign I'oi the* En¬ 
glish. Sliessing that the 
lIiiIis wcie not to blame for 
thi ll siipiKirlers behaviour 
he also added that, "F'ng- 
iand lies deep in the tradi¬ 
tions of I his (European 
I Cup) competition and 1 like 
j your tootbali. FA'ervbodv 
! does, here in Spam, in Hoi 
land, in Germany.." 

But I’m not sure about 
Havelange, 
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Star News 

A little new s on some of 
the World Cup stais 
and hc'w they are faring 
with their clubs. 

Maestro Matadona 
seems to bc‘ as bnlliaul as 
ever and Naples are satis¬ 
fied and more' with his per¬ 
formance. No more the 
spoilt young man, he even 
plavcd with an injured knee 
the other day, waltzing 
around the field and setting 
up goals with consumate 
ease. 

Lineker and Michael 


Laudiup are the other two 
stars who havem't lost their 
scoring edge. The English 
hero has Ik-c m scoiiiig witli 
reasonable regulaniy tor 
Barcelona and fears that 
the speedy young man 
would be stifled in the 
rough and tough Spanish 
league are being dispelled, 
l^audru]! plaving lor Juven- 
tus, lias set Italy alight with 
his skills and is scoring on 
request. 

Real Madrid who have 
the most e.'cpensive for¬ 
ward line-up m the world— 


Maradona Is giving 
Naples a.brilliant boost 


Emilio Butragueno (Sp^), 
Hugo Sanchez (Mexico) 
and Jorge Valdano (Argen¬ 
tina)—^must be wondering 
if they have squandered 
their money uselessly. For 
although they beat Juven- 
tus in the European Cup 
last fortnight, the famous 
trio have not strung their 
skills together in a positive 
fashion. 

Facing the odds 

A player prior to a 
crucial match is 
faced with numerous press¬ 
ures. Ho has to perifoim to 
satisfy liis fans, his tc'ani- 
mates, hib manager and 
himself. Hts futuie could be 
at stake. The pressures are 
Iremc'iidou.s and it is palp¬ 
able. 

Yet if these aren't 
enough to cause more than 
a twinge of anxiety, im¬ 
agine' what hniipened to 
Wrexham, the oldest club 
m Wales, during Iheir 
European Cup Winners 
Cup match. 

Slated to play Rral Zara- 
zoga and haiing had a 
rathei imluckv history in " 
the Cup. lliey found despair 
in the form of I wo re¬ 
ferees... Kofiert Wurtz of 
France and Jan Keizer of 
The Nethc’ilands. Both 
gentlemen who had played 
negative roles in Wales’ 
World Cup hopes. 

Wurlz had awarded an 
apparently unnecessary 
penally in a Wales-Scotland 
match which ended what- i 
ever hopes the Welsh had 
of going to Argentina. 

Keizer too awarded a 
controversial penalty to 
Scotland which meant that ' 
W'ales couldn't play in 
Mexico 

Vel Wrexham survived 
the trauma and drew with 
Rc’al Zarazoga. Obviously ' 
they’re praying that the re¬ 
ferees will be changed for 
the letum match at hOtiK. 




Ifttness 


C ARRYING on from 
where we left off last 
week, the topic of discus¬ 
sion is still the lower abdo¬ 
minal section. 

While a flat abdomen is 
what anyone could aspire 
for in everyday life, any¬ 
thing connected even re¬ 
motely with sport lias to 
have a trim waist and an 
abdomen that is as flat as a 
washboard. Sports that re¬ 
quire maximum abdominal 
strei^h for liftmg the legs 
up high or for rotating the 
trunk like gymnastics and 
pole vaulting require the 
reverse sit-up more than 
other sports. The move¬ 
ment of raising the legs to 
90-degree angles or higher 
in many ot the stunts ex¬ 
ecuted during gymnastics 
require tremendous 
strength in the abdomen. 
Even throwers and hitters 
need strong trunks which 
can withstand rotation 
which IS necessary for their 
sport. And, if you're into 
physical fitness, there is 
nothing like a flat stomach 
to enhance the overall kxik. 

Getting down to the ex¬ 
ecution of the reverse sit- 
up. you have to lie down on 
your back with your arms 
placed alongside your body. 
Your legs should be bent 
maximally in the knee joints 
so that your thiglis are 
perpendicular to your 
trurit. Raise your legs up 
and toward the trunk until 
i your pelvic girdle is lifted 
! off the floor. To ensure that 
I the pelvic girdle is abso- 
I lutely lifted, raise yriur legs 
until the knees are directly 
in front of your face. The 
head and shoulders should 
be kept as relaxed as possi¬ 
ble tiunughout the entire 
movement. 

This exercise can be 
given a little variation if you 
so' desire. Keeping your 
legs straighter and bringing 
I thOT so much over your 
torso that your feet touch 
tte floor above your head, 
win bring the upper abdo- 
mina] muscles into play too. 
Doing this requires max- 


TigMiHi 

unum stretch of the spine 
and you must be carefiil not 
to overstrain a weak back 
or a back that is not too 
flexible. 

But if it is Just lower 
abdomen development tliat 
you are interested in, then 
you don't have to go 
through this full thing. 
What IS most important for 
the lower abdomen is the 
lifting off the floor of the 
torso. In this position, the 
lower abdominal muscle 
fibres are maximally con¬ 
tracted. wliich is v/hat the 
reverse sit-up is all about. 

After doing this exercise 
for some lime, you may 
feel that it is tw) easy. For 
those ‘strongmen’, here's 
another twist that you can 
incorporate for some more 
effort input. Instead of 


gut! 


keeping the legs bent so 
much, try doing the re¬ 
verse sit-up with the legs 
almost straight. This 
place even more strain on 
the lower abdominal wall. 
Just one point, keep the 
knees slightly bent 

Yet another thing you 
can cut out, if you find this 
exercise getting too easy, 
IS pressing the palms on the 
floor. While this is helpful in 
the beginning stages, what 
you should understand is 
that the initial movement, 
whore the hands help out, 
is where muscle involve¬ 
ment is at a maximum. So, 
if the maximum is what you 
are aiming for, then try not 
to take much pressure on 
your hands. 

While doing the reverse 
sit-up, you are aiming for 





development oi ■ I'vji). 
men. What von ' ■ in 

make sure is that u' i- 
minimal involvenuMa m tiit 
hip-flexors. Foi this mm 
have to bring the logs bad 
to an almost vertical posi 
tion after the main cruin h. 
That is to sav. they do not 
go ail the way back to lost 
on the floor as before you 
start the exercise. From 
this position (when the pel¬ 
vic girdle is flat on the 
floor), lift the pelvic girdle 
up and over until it is off the 
floor. Return lo the same 
position and repeat. Tins 
allows you faster repeti- 
tkins without allowing tlie 
lower abdominals to relax 
fully between repetitions. 

"To undcrsUind why the 
reverse sit-up is so effec¬ 
tive, you should understand 
that the abdomiiial muscles 
do not show the same 
amount of activity or 
shortening throughout their 
entire len^h when you do 
the typical abdominal exer¬ 
cises. For example, wlicu 
you do the regular sit-up, 
you work only the upper 
abdominal muscles. The 
lower abdominals tend to 
slay relatively uninvolvcd 
with them meeting only 
slight resistance. In the 
same way, the reverse sit- 
up almost leaves the upper 
abdominals free of anv re¬ 
sistance. 

So for those of you I 
have managed to drag into 
an exercising mood, you 
may find the reverse sit-up 
a little difficult to do in the 
beginning. It requires a 
strong back as well as 
strong abdominal muscles 
to begin with. But don’t 
give up easily. As you get 
more and more involved, 
you will find that your lower 
abdominal musekrs have 
gained in strength and you 
can do many more re|)eti- 
tions than at. the start. 
Once you can do the same 
number of reverse sit-ups 
as nonnal sit-ups, you can 
be confident you are head 
mg for one of the flatu st 
abdominal walls around. 
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India powers way to victory 


I NDIA banged the team 
title with points to 
USA's 8'1. at the end ot the 
IV World Junior I'owerlifl - 
ing Championships held at 
the Kerala Kine Arts Hall. 
Emakulam The thud plaie 
went to Hntairi who lol- 
leeted VI points 

I his IS the hrst tiiiif that 
a world eliainpionship of 
aiiv discipline was con 
ducted in the st.ite. There 
were I- teams ineludiiig 
hosts India and among the 
noi.ihle alisentees were 
reigmng champions Fin 
land. 

India claimed one gold 
and two silvers on the inaii- 
gurul dav iiselt. llumks to 1) 
wSatvamiirlhy {‘WSt) and 
I'alniswainv who look 
goki and .sih er ri'spectivelv 
in the r>2 Kg category. The 
bron/.e went toj C'alaltamo 
(450) ol USA 

Indonesia's twice gold 
medallist T Nanda. repe¬ 
aled Ins tmmai ulale lech 
meal perlectioii to atn.iss 
.5'17..5 poinls in the r>iiKg 
calegoiv lo .innev. Ilic yold 
as .ig.'kinst India’s Uli.m- 
diasi-kliara Kao's leal ol 
505 points, will) took the 
silvei. HrUain's ti.ii v Sinies 
(107 .5 ) aimeM'd the 
bion/'e. 

On the second dav, indi.i 
earned one sihei and one 
hron/e in the t'lO Kg eateg- 
orv. 'J'lie silvei was picked 
up l>\ (j Sivajnasad lor a 
(otaliil .Till.') Kg4itlei tviiiji 
with A (i Kaui. who Imislied 
thud However. .Siv.ipra 
s.id. who had a le.ssei hotiv 
Weight fiiuilified loi the sil- 
vei rtie gold went lo J,im 
’I’oH' Hredaleii ol .Noiwav 
] with an aggiegati' ol 555 
Kg Hied.ilen was a cla.ss 
bv hnusi'H as he denied all 
the lills wiih eoiisiimate 
ease e-weiit the deadlilt, 
which w.(s the turn of the 
Indians 

In the 67.5 Kg c.'iegory. 
Steiner Freednitn of Nor- 
wav aggiegiii) d ISSO Kgs to 
t.ike the gold IWIeti 


of (rreat Hritain look silver. 
Both these litters com¬ 
peted in the 60 Kg class at 
Soest HI ^^eBt (jennany 
last year. w'here 
Fieedhemi annexed the 
gold and Dallen finished 
filth 'I'lus time the fight 
w.is mainlv Iretweeii the 
two and finaliy Krccdheim 
won comfortably with a .50 
Kg lead. 

In the 75 Kg class. Knan 
tiranl of USA made a re¬ 
cord breaking effort to lift 
the gold. He set a world 
record ol 1H2.5 Kg in bench 
press obliterating the ex¬ 
isting mark of 180 set by 
Rose .Andrer ol (.irent Hn- 
tain in 198.5. Brian lifted a 
total weight ol 612.5 Kg. 

James Cope ol ('SA lifted 
the gold in the 82.5 Kg 
class aggielating 657.5 Kg. 
The second ivlaie went lo 
Scott Hamel (652.5) ol 
Canada and die bioiire to 
I'onv Ackrenijii (610) ol 
.'5usiralia 

'I’he linal dav saw twt; 
more world tecorcls being 
ctealed and holh ihe n-- 
cords were (.rediu-d to Kru 
Kdhlr o( USA in die 100 Kg 
I l.iss m ;-,i|iMt and hem b 
press. 


Ruble won the gold with 
a total lift of 815 Kg. 
However the world record 
held by Tullis at 862.5 Kg 
was beyond his reach. Tu- 
ble has a deadlift of 500 Kg 
as against J37.5 Kg held by 
Tullis. The second place 
went to Bowman of (hear 
Britain (722.5). India’s V T 
Xavier laj^ed behind with a 
total of 625 Kg. 

In the 90 Kg class, 
USA's Richard Wenner 
annexed the gold with a 
total of (i82..5 Kg against 
Roy Marlin’s (Great Bri¬ 
tain) 602.5 Kg who took 
the silver. Probii Diilta of 
India, who eleared all 
weights in Ihe beginning 
eflortiesslv, tould only 
clear a total ol 625 Kg in 
the lit) Kg ckiss and this 
could letch him only a 
bronze. The gold went to 
James I’egiies of .Amenta 
who had a huge total of 
81)2.5 Kg. Great Bniam’s 
Trevoui Hubble took the 
silver with a 78(1 aggregate. 

In the 125 Kg ckiss, Indi¬ 
a’s Kadliakrishnan Nan and 
Bntain's Nei! Jones liad a 
close tight which ultimatelv 
went in lavoiirof the Bnton 
who aggregaied 775 Kg 
agaiiisl tju> Indian’s 7.55 Kg 


Alasnar of Iceland—one of the losers in the 125 kg 
category 



Jones was very strong in 
the deadlift which gave him 
a clear margin. Radhakrish- 
nan was fifth in this class 
last year, while Jones had a 
gold in 110 Kg class. The 
elimination of Barry De 
peize of Australia made this 
class interesting between 
the two. 

In the heaviest class of 
125 Kg plus, it was again a 
straight fight between 
Vinoba Goud of India and 
Torfi Olalasson of Iceland. 
The Indian was a mismatch 
to the foreigner by every 
standard. Olalasson who 
had a body w'eighl of 157.8 
Kg against Vinoba's 125.7 
Kg was never in doubt at 
clearing lire weights. Ola- 
fas.son’s aggregate was 790 
(300-170 52(1) against 
Goud’s poor .second place 
effort ol 1.50 Kg (190-90- 
170). 

A vvoiUl ch.impionshi|> of 
tills kind hosted lor the first 
linu' went on successfully 
with the efforls of well 


wishers and piiiilic of Krna- 
kiilam. ’I'he sUile gov’erri 
meiit did not take this inlei 
n.ilion.il even! senmislv as 
il shouki he and has also not 
coiia out with anv linancial 
giaiil Houevei. Oie Kera- 
1,1 Spoil-, Council gave an 
amouni ol Ks .lO.OOO lor 
the loiiductmg ol the 
tournament, which had to 
cut down the budget drasti¬ 
cally due to the intransi 
geiice ol state govemmenl 
in gnving giant. 

'i'he Indian team was 
placed fourlh in the last two 
championships at Forth 
(1984) and at Soest-West 
Germanv (1985) and their 
(limp lo the hist irosition in 
(he championship held in 
the home soil deserve 
kudos Hie need to encour¬ 
age this game is essential in 
the light ol Its increasing 
populaniv ail around the 
vvoild and because of Indi¬ 
a’s impressive attempts at 
each time (hey participate. 
MP. Sureth 
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Bridging the gap 

Santanu Ghose, a prominent member of the Indian 
team, reports on the Miami World Bridge Giampionships 


A RECORD of 387 pairs 
from 56 nations took 
part in the gruelling nine- 
day event around which 
this championship had 
started in 1962 (as opposed 
to the inter-zonal Bermuda 
Bowl which started in 
1950), the Open Teams for 
the Rosenblum Cup having 
started only in 1978. No 
one has won two medals in 
this exacting event in the 
SIX previous championships 
and the only partnership to 
come close to doing so was 
Benito Garozzo and Feder¬ 
ico Mayer of Italy who 
finished fourth in 1^ and 
a very close second in 
1970. Now, 20 years later, 
Garozzo was still there, 
along with two others who 
had finished m the top 5 in 
1966. Jim Jacoby of U8A 
and Claude Delinonly of 
France, all with diffeient 
partners though. 

Out of the total entry, 5 
pairs of the two teants in 
tfie Open Teams final were 
seeded directly to the 
semi-final w'hile 302 pairs, 
including 8 from India, 
Anand Mehta-Avinash 
Gokhalc, Jaggy Shivdasani- 
Rajesh Dalai, Robi Roy- 
Suku Ghosh, Col. Sharma- 
Brig. J. Singh, Haren Chok- 
si-Ambnsh Parikh, Gobinda 
Singha-Kamal Roy, B. L. 
Lakhi-N. Rao and P. Jasuja- 
R. Sreedharan were 
seeded directly to quarter- 
, final. The balance 80 pairs 
had to start life from a 
2-day qualifying round from 
which 28 pairs, including 
S.K. Agarwala-Froshanta 
Ghose, Dayal-Rp.lhi, Tibre- 
wala-Campos, Ashok Goel- 
Paresh Gupta, Kamal 
Mukheijee and yours truly, 
qualified, for a total of 3^ 
pairs, including 13 Indian, 
m tlw quarter-final. 

The 2-day quarter-final, 
from which 151 pairs qual¬ 


ified for the semi-final, saw 
a few upsets; Kaplan-Kay 
(USA), Be-Catzeflis 
(Switzerland), Cummmgs- 
Richman (Australia), Mar¬ 
tin Hoffman-Beii Cohen 
(Great Britain), and even 2 
times world champion 


Michel Lebel of France, 
playing with 1983 European 
champion Cromer, failed to 
make the gi'ade, of the 
Indians, 6 pairs duly qual¬ 
ified, Robi Roy-Suku 
Ghosh, Jaggy Shivdasara- 
Rajesh Dalai, Lakhi-Rao, 


Singha-Kamal Roy, Mchta- 
Gokhale and Kamal 
Mukhetjee-Santanu Ghose. 
These 151 were joined in 
tlie semi-final by the top 12 
of the repechage section, 
which included S. Roy-N. 
Kabiraj from India, and 5 
pairs ft am the two team 
finalists, USA (Robinson) 
and Pakistan. 'I'hese 168 
pairs played a 2-day semi¬ 
final to quality 42 pairs for 
the final while the non¬ 
qualifiers earned on in the 
repechage which qualified 6 
pairs for the final. 

When the last of the four 
sessions of the semi-final 
started, 4 Indian pairs were 
in with a chance as Jaggy- 
Rajesh w’ere in 4lh posi¬ 
tion. Kama! and I in 39th. 
Kobi-Suku 43rd and Anand 
Mehta-Avinash 47th. 
However, in the last ses¬ 
sion, all of us slipped down 
but Jaggy-Rajesh had 
enough to finish no lower 
than 29th, thereby (|ual- 
ifying for the final. Anand 
and Avinash slipped down 
to 60th and Robi-Suku lo 
72nd, thus failing in the bid 
to make it to the final. 

What happened to Kamal 
Mukherjee and me? It 
would seem like a fairy tale! 
After an indifferent last 
session, we knew it would i 
be close but still the 43rd i 
position, less than one- | 
sixth of a board beliind the 
42nd qualifier, was a heart- 
breaker. I was kicking my¬ 
self for a one-spade psycUc 
response that landed me in 
an undoubted two-spade 
contract on a 3-2 fit (I had 
an escape to three clubs 
available, if doubled), going 
down two for minus 200 
after being able to steal two 
tricks in the play but in vain 
as the vulnerable oppo¬ 
nents could make only nine 
tricks, not ten, at their 5-3 
spade fit. This board had 


Manof the Year 

Jose Damiani of France, the first vice-president of 
the World Bridge Federation and the organiser of 
the recent Epson World Simultaneous Pars in which 
more than 67,000 people took fiart, was named 
'Bridge Man of the Year' by the International Bridge 
Press Association. 

Next year’s Epson World Simultaneous Pars, 
which IS expected to draw an even bigger entry, aid 
which will have a charity element, is scheduled for 
Saturday, 16 May, 1987 (Sunday. 17 May in the Far 
East and the night between the two dates in the 
Indian sub-continent). 

There were obviously some mistakes committed 
by us in the 141-board final and two deals especially 
still rarikle. One was a five-diamond doubled con¬ 
tract that the opponents had allowed me to make but 
1 failed and the other was a doubled 3 NT contract 
that Kamal missed after the defence had given him a 
chance—^if we had not mufted these two opportuni¬ 
ties. we would have finished eleventh. 

However, if anybody thinks that 1 am going to 
advertise our misses, he is mistaken; 1 would rather 
present a slam that we bid on Vu-graph with the 
help of one of my favourite weapons in our arsenal. 
Hie slam was bid at only 5 other tables out of 23: 


SOUTH 
KQ83 4k 
AQ 865 p 
8 O 

J 52 ♦ 


NORTH 
J 5 
K 432 
A 1092 
AK in 


SANTANU 

1 

4 <> 

5 <> 
Pass 


KAMAL 
2 NT 
4 NT 
6<C> 


This 27-point slam was difficult to bid because one 
has to find the singleton diamond (opposite A) in 
opener’s hand which is not possible using normal 
methods. In our style, 2 NT was a balanced pme 
raise in hearts or else a limit raise in hearts with a 
minor suit singleton. Four diamonds showed a 
singleton or void in that suit in a minimum band and 
Kamal, looking at ace to four diamonds, was 
delighted by tte superb fit. With 2-2 trumps. There 
was nothing to the play but even with 3-1 hearts, 
the slam woold have made if West had sin^ton or 
doubletqn ace of spades or else the queen of clubs. 
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Americans Kopera and Radin In action against 
Swedes Sundelin and Flodquist 


; cost us more than the mar- 
t gii) of one-sixth of a 
; board —if only 1 had the 
j sense not to master-iuiiid. 1 
! wondered and lursed inv- 
j self! 

! Meanwhile, Oindrilla 
I Kurtdu. my Mixed Pairs 
I pai tner, it'elini! had at hav 
inK biuu({ht us the bad 
news of failure to qualify, 
consoled us that some qual¬ 


ified pair would withdraw 
and we, as the best alter¬ 
nate pair, would get a 
chance in the final. With¬ 
drawing after qualifying for 
a world championship fin- 
al--Kamai and I laughed at 
her childish attempt at con¬ 
solation! Next morning, 
however, as I was strolling 
dejectedly in the hotel lob¬ 
by near the playmg rtxini 
about an hour before the 



Masters of the game 

A t the end of the Mianii wtKid (AaffljwMddps, 
lni& now has nine Work! Masters (15 dr mmsb 
WBF roaster-points earned during Uie last ten 
years). They are: 


1 . 

Kmnal Mukherjee 

— 42 

2, 

Ihgie^ Dalai 

-• 40% 

3. 

J^gy Shivdasani 

— 40% 

4 . 

Avinash Gcdchale 

— 29% 

5. 

Santanu Chose 

— 29 

6. 

Ro^ Roy 

— 17 

7. 

Anatul Mehta 

— 1^4 

8. 

Otlando Canqws 

— 15% 

9. 

Sukha Raiqaif Ohosh 

— 15 


Mmla atttM taUa, but frianda away from it: 
railiB Chiuigaa and Kamal Mukha^ftanlod 
' by two Pakistani participant 


There ate two hi|^r ranks. World Ufe Master 
(50 or nwre points lifetime plus 5 placing pdnts for 
very high finishes) and World Grand Mastd* (200 or 
mOTe pdnts lifetime plus 10 dadng points plus at 
least one world championship win). No hidun has 
yet achieved any of these rtmks but Pakistan now 
boasts of two World Life Masters: 

1. Zia Mahmood -466V'4 (SMi placing 

points) 

2. Jan-e-alam Fazfi -461 ¥4 (5 placing points) 

Of the sixty-odd World Grand Masters, the six 
are: 

1. Giorgio Belladonna 1821V4(78Vl! p.p.; 16 

(Italy) world titles) 

2. Benito Garozzo (Italy) 1741^4(75 p.p.; 13 

world titles) 

3. Pietro Forquet (Italy) 1475 (58 p.p.; 15 

wurid titles) 

4. MassinnoD’Alelio 1260 (48 p>p-; 12 

Gtaly) world titles) 

5. Walter Avarel (Italy) 1200 (44 p.p.; 12 

world titles) 

€. Robert Hamman 1143'/^{50y4 p.p.; 6 

(U.S.A.) world titles) 


start of play, the chief 
tournament director in¬ 
formed me that a qualified 
pair had indeed pulled out 
due to their personal com¬ 
mitments and we were in! 1 
was stunned but overcame 
the euphoria quickly 
enough to ring up Kamal at 
his hotel to pass on the 
good news and at game 
time there were two Indian 
pairs m the 48-pair final. 

Unfortunately, being the 
last man in, we started the 
final with nil carry-over, 
three boards, or 138 
match-points, behind the 
leaders. After a 50% first 
session, we could only inch 


up to fortieth place while 
jaggy-Rajesh slipped down 
from 29th to 34te as past 
world champions Gabriel 
Ciia^-Marcels Branco of 
Brazil took the lead. A good 
second set pulled us up to 
24th while Jaggy-Rajesh 
crept up to 31st. Mean¬ 
while, the Brazilians sur¬ 
rendered the lead to Mar- 
ston-Burgess of Australia, 
who galloped mto the lead 
foil two boards ahead of 
second-placed Meckstroth- 
Rodwell of USA. 

Next aftenioon, a sofid 
57% third sesskm moved 
us up to 16th place wt^ 
Jaggy-Rajesh advanced tp 














24th. In this session. Rod- 
well and Meckstroth 
scored nearly 66% to take 
over the lead from the Au¬ 
stralians, a lead they were 
not to relinquish thereafter. 

A fxior fourth set drop¬ 
ped both the Indian pairs 
down, us to 22nd and the 
Bombay boys to 3.1rd while 
Rodwell-Meckstroth had 
another 61% set to take a 
practicaily-unass 4-board, 
lead with only one session 
ol 27 boards to go 
On the last afternoon, 
both Indian pairs had an 
above-average set to finish 
in the top half, Kamal and I 
19th and Jaggy-Rajcsh 
22nd. As expected, Jeff 
: Meckstroth-Enc Rodwell, 

I aged 31 and 28 respt'ctive- 
j ly, easily became the 
I youngest-cver winners of 
1 tile event, in fact adduig 
I Iwt) more boards to their 
I lead. The difference of 6 
I boards that separated the 
! u»p 2 paus was easily the 
biggest margin to decide on 


Open Pairs final. For both 
Meckstroth and Rodwell, 
this was the second world 
title as they were on the 
US team that won the 1981 
Bermuda Bowl, when Rod- 
well, at 23. became the 
youngest world champion- 
ever. 

Meanwhile, Heinrich 
Berger-Wolfgang Meinl ol 
Australia just pipped the 
Australians Stephen 
Burgcss-Faul Marton in the 
battle for the silver medal. 
India’s performance in the 
event was quite good for 
only four nations had more 
than one pair in the top lialf 
of the final (i. e. top 24 in an 
onguial field of 387)—USA 
10, France 4, India 2, 
Sweden 2. Moreover, ours 
were the two best Asian 
perlomiances in the event. 
Though they finished tliree 
slots beliind us in the final, I 
would give more credit to 
Juggy Shivdasani-Rajesh 
Da l ai for after all they were 
the only Indian pair to ongi- 


naity qualify for the final. 

Our performance, when 
one considers that I am not 
one of the best card- 
players around, confirmed 
two of my long-time be¬ 
liefs. One is that though the 
team game is basically a 
bidder’s game and the pairs 
game basically a card- 
player’s game, at the very 
highest levels of the game, 
where opponents do not 
misdefend too often, even 
the pairs game is more of a 
bidder’s game. The second 
IS that—well, I do admit to 
a certain bias in this re¬ 
spect—Kamal Mukherjee 
IS pos.sibly India’s best all¬ 
round bridge player against 
top-flight opposition. 

How good was the final 
field this year? At the clos¬ 
ing Banquet, (iabnel Cha¬ 
gas, the world's 15th rank¬ 
ed player on the WBF mas¬ 
ter-point list, told me that 
this year’s field was better 
than the final field at Biar- 
nta in 1982, and he should 


know having fu.-iv. d thud i 
in 1982 and filth i!t.H year. \ 
Indeed, there were 11 past ’ 
world champions, including . 
the defending champlon^ 
Martel and Stansby of i 
U.S.A., who had finished ! 
below both the Indian fiaus i 
in the final. In addition. ' 
there were 15 past world , 
champions, including the 
1974 winners of this event, 

6 times world champions 
Hamman and Wolff of 
U.S.A., the 1978 winner 
Gabino Cintra of Brazil, and 
the legendary Italian, Be¬ 
nito Garozzo, playing with 
Ms Lea Dupont, who failed 
to qualify for the final. Judg¬ 
ing by this, India's 19th and 
22nd positions were quite 
good but when 1 reflect on 
how much better it could 
have been had we, particu¬ 
larly 1, not committed the 
errors tKit we did, our 19th 
spot does not seem gtxid 
any longer, and 1 am sure 
That Jaggy-Rajesh must be 
feehng the same way. 
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Caugfht Short of 
the Boundary 

and other tal stories 

in this extract the author Henry Blofeld decides it’s 
nine to tell the world, that India certainly ain’t all that 
bad. In fact he insists it’s an extremely fascinating place. 
"Fhe style as usual is marvellously funny. The book is 
published by Stanley Paul & Co. Ltd and is priced at £6.95 


I AM often amazed by 
tile average Wester¬ 
ner 's view of India. 

They seem to presume 
that every night rs spent in 
a black liole of Calcutta, 
that every ghiss of water 
produces typhoid, not to 
mention cholera, that 
amoebic dysentery is an 
almost obligatory compan¬ 
ion and that, il there is 
anything else left to go 
WTong, the Icrod will fix it in 
.1 matter of moments. 

I find this irritating for 
nor only js it iintme, but 
also India is one of the most 
fascinating countries of all 
to visit in terms of both the 
present and the past. In the 
cities especially, Uie hotels 
are excellent, water out of 
the tap has never hurt me. 
the foixl is delicioiJ.s. the 
people are different but 
quite charming and there is 
so much to st'c. 1 always 
look forward to India. 

Having said that, 
tiavellers to India must not 
make the cardinal mistake 
ot comparing it to the 
West. The meanest intelli¬ 
gence must surely under¬ 
stand that betore first leav¬ 
ing home. More than six 
hundred million pc-ople, ui- 
Wnse poverty and a civilisa¬ 
tion based largely on the 


Hindu religion !iave com¬ 
bined to produce a way of 
life which is a million light 
years away from that in the 
suburbs of any Western 
aly. 

The Indian temperament 
also takes a little getting 
used to. The timelessness 
which IS inherent in all of 
life in the East needs to be 
absorbed. The spectacle of 
angry Europeans shouting 
and screaming at an Indian 
who barely understands 
English, although eager to 
please, is as embarrassing 
as their behaviour is stupid 
and futile. Of course, I have 
been guilty of behaving like 
this at times. Ail it suc¬ 
ceeds in doing is ensuring 
tliat the process, whatever 


it is, takes even longer. 

1 have often caught a taxi 
outside the Taj Mahal Hotel 
in Bombay and have asked 
one of those splendid- 
looking chaps in their pur¬ 
ple turbans who preside 
over events in the cour¬ 
tyard to tell the driver my 
destination. We start off 
and gradually it become.s 
apparent that the driver has 
not the faintest idea of 
where I am heading. It’s a 
thfficuU moment: he with 
the best will in the world 
ainnot understand English 
and 1 cannot speak a word 
of his language. Eventually 
a pedestrian is found who 
s^aks English and who 
tells the driver the address. 
The driver then reveals 


that he does not know 
where the street is. And so 
it goes on. 

1 had an interesting ex¬ 
perience in Bombay when I 
tned to collect, in rupees, 
some money I was owed in 
order to spend it in the 
same city. Tlie year be¬ 
fore, when a similar situa¬ 
tion had arisen, I had been 
taken to the State Bank of 
India where niy account 
was held and after a deligh- 
ful chat with my bank mana¬ 
ger, who was the former 
Indian captain, Ajit Wade- 
kar. 1 tollc'clcd 40,000 
rupees. 

Wlien I tried again this 
time 1 was hoping to get 
hold of ai.fXK) rupees. I 
was picked up at the Taj 
Mahal one morning by Mr 
Raj, who worked for the 
^sanie group of newspapers 
as me. Off we went Iw taxi, 
full of smiles and confi¬ 
dence, to the State Bank of 
India. Ajit Wadekv had 
been moved to another 
brancli and the first de¬ 
skbound offidat we encoun¬ 
tered shunted us down to 
the basement where, in 
fairly crowded conditions, 
rather bigger brass con¬ 
ducted their business. Mr 
Raj bad all the relevant 
papers and while we sat 


They (the Westerners) seem to 
presume that every night is spent in a 
black hole in Calcutta, that every 
glass of water produces typhoid, not 
to mention cholera, that amoebic 
dysentery is an almost obligatory 
companion, and that If there is 
anything else left to go wrong, the 
food will fix it. 
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The spectacle of angry Europeans 
shouting and screaming at an Indian 
who barely understands English, 
although eager to please, is as 
embarrassing as their behaviour is 
stupid and futile. Of course I have 
been guilty of behaving like this at 
times... 


down at a desk he spoke to | 
the charming official sitting 
behind it. In typical Indian 
fashion, much nodding of 
heads ensured. 

It is difficult if you don’t 
speak the language to tell 
quite which way the con¬ 
versation is gomg, but for 
some time I felt confident 
that I was winning. It was 
bound to take time and I 
kept completely quiet 
throughout the long con¬ 
versation. Then the 
Charming Official got up 
and walked over and had a 
long conversation with an 
older and more austere col¬ 
league whose desk was bc>- 
hirni Mr Ra] and myself. 

I realised at once from 
the tone of this new oi m ■ 
vtirsation that I had g<ine 
right back in the betting. 

The Austere Colleague 
appeared to be adamant 
that 1 would nol lie able (o 
get my mone\. He then 
.sent the Chai'niing Offinal 
across the room to find the 
huge tome which i-oniained 
the regtilations governing 
foreign exchange contioi in 
India. 

ITie Austere Colleague, 
who was wearing a green 
shirt, now thumbed mtei 
nunably through tlie iiages. 

By now, 1 was resigned to 
the timeless proieso which 
had taken over. Mr Rai was 
not so relaxed, he was, I 
think, embarrassed that I 
was being held up like this. 

The Charming Ufficiiil 
now returned to his desk 
and told Mr Raj that the 
problem was that i had 
55,000 rupees in my 
account. Foreign Exchange 
regulations stated thas if a 
foreigner has a balance of 
q^re than SO.OOti rupees in 
ms account he could nol 
withdraw more than 10,(KH) 
m any one year. 

As it so happened, when 
1 had taken out 40, OOi) the 
previous year, tlie balance 
had been 49,750 rupees. I 
immediately suggested that 
I should withdraw 10,000 
there and then and come 
back the next day for 
40,000, for then my ba¬ 


lance would be less than 
50, (KW). Tliis produced 
masses of head shaking and 
longue clicking but ulti¬ 
mately no joy. 

Mr Raj now sa' dovm in 
front of the Austere Col- 
Itiague’s desk and had a 
long conversation in which 
Ajit Wadekar's name was 
repeatedly mentioned. Ajit 
was now the manager of a 
branch out near the airport 


and he was pki.r-ng cricket 
that day for his bianch in an 
inter-bank competition. Mr 
Raj came ovei to me and 
told me that we had to go to 
the ground and see him and 
so we got a uxi and set off 
to .>ne of the maidans near 
the Gymkhana Ground. 

'nieie were a great 
ir.any games being played 
and it took us a while to 
locate Ajit’s. Naturally, he 


was in the field. ■ )g him ; 
bending down at la slip j 

dampenedmy spini:, asthe ; 

lunch interval was still 
some time off. No sooner , 

had we reached the 
wcKxlen pavilion than we [ 

were joined by a smiling j 

official who had been 
watching and who was ea¬ 
ger to help. 

He was obviously of 
some importance in the 
bank. At once he gave the 
twelfth man a mes.sage to 
take out to Ajit at Uic end of 
the over. Ajit gratefully 
took the chance of a few 
minutes’ rest, for it was 
extremely hot and he was 
drowning in sweat. After 
domolishing a soft drink and 
lighting a cigarette, he 
assured me that I would 
have no trouble collecting 
my money and told the 
Smiling Official to tcO 
soriieime at (he bank that 1 
was a good friend of his. 

Soon Mr Raj, tlie Smiling 
Official and i were in a taxi 
heading back to the State 
Bank of India. We went up 
the entrance stairs and 
straiglit to the lift, which, 
after a sjxit of hissing and 
gurgling, went slowly up 
one floor. We walked down 
the coiridor until right at 
the end there were some 
chaiis outside an impress¬ 
ive looking door. 

It was the managing 
director's office and after 
we had sat down on the 
chairs, the Smiling Official 
wrote a note which he gave 
to the man on the door 
guarding the entrance. 

.Almost immediately we 
were asked to go ui. The 
boss was extremely friend¬ 
ly brdiind his hom-rimmed 
glasses. He soon sug¬ 
gested that the three of us 
should go upsUirs to his 
private dining room and 
iiave lunch wlule he tried to 
find a way through the reg¬ 
ulations. 

We walked up one flight 
of .stairs into a toge, rather 
dark dining room with a 
huge, round, pobshed table 
in the middle. Miraculous¬ 
ly, an army of servants 
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B5ok Extract 


j produced a delu ioun I. <ii’ 

I course luncli.il't i bcii.ir 
j Kiven aboui ilvi [jiDriU-*-' 
iKrtke. We i;' ii i> uiincd 
tothfbo'' ■Mill and he 

toJdusjK i.miida way 

rouiifl t' • ,'iiibkinandall 
vuisil'! ' II i'he rc*>{ula- 
1 iiu' 11 tut foreign jour 
j ii.ii ' oijirl be paidas lon^; 

; .1 II pavinenl did not 
' ' I'd Sfib an article, 
iili'-^ all round and mucli 
..indshakmK for we li.id 
kicked It. I was (laid .{.'1(1 an 
j aitule. 

1 It was luiw l),i( k lo the 
j baseiiieiil lor (he Smilinf{. 
j Mi k;i| mil iii\sell, thice 
; acMiii J loiiiid iiiv'-^elf sitting 
! Ill Mont ol till' Anstfie Col 
I le,ji,'iie's desk hoi some 
i leasoii theall jKT«/adiii({air 
i of boiilioiiiii' upstairs had 
j not filt«*re<l UiioiiKh to the 
! tiasemenl. MoielouKdis 
i ctissioiis wi'ie eiileted into 
i and the Austere (. olleaftue 
i was still lookiii).’ particularly 
1 iiiisteie At tins point oui 
I little expedition to cash a 
cheritie M) that Uould 
j spend niv own monev unlit 
tlwie in Itomhav had been 
j lioim; oil tor moie than four 

I llOUIS 

I It l.nei triinsjiired that a 
i m wlound lechnwal tnob 
' Icni had i>ioriipled the boss 
j to nnv; down to the .AusU ie 
i (.atlledftue while the three 
' ot us had tieen in transit 
j b*'t ween his office and the 
; ll.^■■.ement I'tie boss had 
t s.iid that jiatiiient must In- 
■ withheld. .Mr Kaj assui ed 
; iiie Itiat the Ausleie t.ol 
! league wa- doirij; all lie 
i could to help and at one 
i sia^jr- he even wi ote out 
I the tomi auth.in/mKpin 
; merit, wliu h I had -itjiied in 
' two places 

; lie made one inou‘ tele 
phone call lo the Imss. but 
; met with another massivr' 

, IK-Riitne whereii|Hm he 
tore tin* tor m into siii.ill 
1 pieu's Amid a positive 
or>j\ oj iuhUIiuk aiul a mass 
1 ot svm{KUhelic siruies we 
i iiKtc‘«’d to resume rhe lialtle 
tfie next d.iv al K.'lti in the 

i *^‘*1 

yjjWttiised to h.iyr' the evi- 

ppiMtit Uiat each p.iynient 

.. 


was well within the rules. 

On the way back to the 
Taj Mahal Hotel Mr Raj 
assured me that the visit 
the next momiiiR would be 
nothing more' than a formal¬ 
ity and I would have the 
rest of the day to sjx'nd niy 
money. Kven so, 1 could 
not help terdirig that earning 


It was much easier tlian 
collecting It. 

.At 9.20 a. m. Mr Raj 
picked me up and back we 
went to the basement of 
the State Bank of India and 
the Austere Colleague. 
With the air of one who liad 
been dealt the joker al last. 
Mr Kaj handed the Austere 


Colleague some papers on 
which he had neatly typed 
the number of article I had 
.wntten and the amount I 
had been paid month by 
month. For example, in one 
month I had written thir¬ 
teen articles and had been 
paid 3900 rupees at 300 
rupees or $;i() per piece. 

The Austere Colleague 
studied the papers for a 
long time and then spoke to 
Mr Raj. 1 could tell at once 
that we were still some 
way from wiruiing. 'llie 
piobleni now appeared to 
bc‘ that 1 was paid 3900 
rupees in one cheque and 
not thirteen individual che¬ 
ques of .'MKl rupees each 
which was apparently what 
the regulations stated. 

Tlus was clearly an insu¬ 
perable problem. Anyway, 
after mote discussions be¬ 
tween Mr Raj and tlu Au¬ 
stere Colleague, we set off 
again for the Ixiss's office. 
Again we sal down outside 
and a note was semt iii. We 
wen- soon allowed in loo 
and while the otliers sat 
down, 1 remained standing. 
My sense ol humour was 
fast iK'ginning to run out. 

Mr Raj again jiroftered 
his letter and the boss said 
It was not good enough, 
rile chances ot picking up 
my < ash now seemed to be 
precisely zt'ro. Stupidly, 1 
now interviTied and, step¬ 
ping up to the desk, 1 told 
the boss that surely any 
fool could divide tliirteen 
into 391HJ, whereupon he 
told me sharply that that 
was not the point for he 
could not possibly go 
against the legiilations. 

Complaining bitterly, 1 
told him tliat the process of 
trying to collect my own 
rnonev to spend in India had 
taken nearly seven hours. 
7‘he boss sharjily rejected 
my coniplauits. nodded his 
head and dismissed us. In 
the passage outside, the 
.Austeie Colleague and Mr 
Kaj decided tliat they wotdd 
make one final throw and 
go and see an official at the 
Reserve liank of India 
which w'as nearby. 


I have often caught a taxi outside 
the Taj Mahal Hotel in Bombay and 
have asked one of those 
splendid-looking chaps in their purple 
turbans who preside over events in 
the courtside to tel! the driver my 
destination. We start off and 
graduotly it becomes apparent that 
the driver has not the faintest idea 
where I am heading 



Book Extracf 



He made one more telephone call 
to the boss, but met with another 
massive negative whereupon he tore 
the form into small pieces. Amid a 
positive orgy of nodding and a mass 
of sympathetic smiles we agreed to 
resume the battle the next day at 
9.30 in the morning 


j II was a five-minute walk 
and after askitit; questions 
I in two huge, crowded 
1 offices in an elderly colonial 
I building, we wore shown lo 
I a rickety old lift which only 
I held tour people. Mr kaj 
I was left tx'hifid as lliere 
j was alread}’ someone in the 
lilt and he would have made 
the filth. 

I was intrigued lo see 
that the licence for the lilt, 
which was in a frame on the 
back wall, bad been origi 
I nallv made out in haiidwnt 
I uig to the Maliaraiah of 
I Wankaiier. Some lime later 
a line had been drawn from 
the Maharajah’s name lo 
the margin where in more 
handwmting it said that the 
licence h.id subsequent I v 
been taken over by the 
Keserr e Hank at India. The 
ruling princes had been 
stripped of their titles back 
in the I9t5t)s. 

On the sixth floor the 
Austere Colleague and 1 
were steered lo a younge h 
man who s.it behind a desk 
covered with piles of pap¬ 
ers and books. 'I'he Au¬ 
stere Colleague slatc-d our 
problem, and 1 did not need 
to be a genius to tell that 
the dialogue got off to a bad 
start I was told that the 


inuximuin I could withdraw 
was 1(1.(MM) rupee.s and he 
added iliat he was not at all 
sure that m\ wiilKtr.iwai of 
4(l.(KHf Iupee"- tiie vear lx- 
fore had been in stric ( 

.iccoidance vciln the laws. 

In the meantime 1 had 
decided that it was now loo 
late lot me lo lake the' 
money out in ruix-es lor I 
no longer had time to sixmcl 
It. already it was twit past 
twelve on a Saturday allei - 
noon, and I w.is leaving 
Hombay llit tollowing day. 

I had al.so di cidi‘d that in 
the future it would lx- !x-si 
if 1 wa.'tpaul (liiect m 
fxiunds ster mg whic li I had 
beem told was legal. 1 now 
suggested (o our fneml be 
hind the* desk that it would 


suit me Ix'ltei it I could he 
[Mid ihc-monec we weie 
discussing at a later date in 
pounds sleiling. 

1 could .sec-at once th.il I 
had cracked it. Tlieie 
would lx- no jiriibleinal all, 
he assured rnc-, .is long as 
Ml kaj would let him liacc a 
cu-dil note for e\c-i> pu-c e 
1 had writ ten Hi- went on 
to say lh.it the- money 
would lx- til mv !i.iiKis wiiii- 
in a wex-K Mi K.ij adde-d ,i 
c|im-l c aiiiioii.'irv nou- lluit ti 
would lx- m.'u- like iwo 
monllis 

,'so alier nc-.iilv <-ighl 
huors il had Ixx-n esiah 
Iishc-d that my first problem 
of how to gel the money in 
rupees was insoluble. Hiil 
an astonishing solution had 


becmlound .Although it | 
was illegal for me to with- ] 
draw my own money in i 
rupees in ordei to spend 1 
them kxally in Homhay, it j 
was apparently Hu- sirn- | 
plesl thing in the world lo i 
pay 1110 overs<-as in foreign I 
currency. One ot Indiii's i 
mosi desperale problems is i 
a clircmic shoriage ol lore- | 
ign c-xcluuige ;inci yc-t with ! 
wanton disregard they I 
were- throwing monc-\ 
awav ! 

'1 his IS lilt-Sion .ts it ; 
liappeiic-d to me-. There i 
may he c-xcellenl i c-asems 1 
lor all that i.s wnllt-n in I 
India's huge tou-ivm c-\ J 
ch.ingc- control rc-gulations, | 
Ofcouisc-. Il wasiinliitiiig | 

10 waste .1 d.ii and a half i 
like- this, hut c'ceiyotie I 

met in thai tnni- was an 
.xiou.-. lo do all tli.'it they 
could to help me* c ash my 
I lii-c|iie. It was not thc.'ir 
lauli tliat It w.n imixtssible. 

11 was till- wav ol the 

hill eaiicrats and is a good 
illustration of what can liap 
IK-n ill India ' 

liK idc-ntaliv, at the time | 
of wrtliiig more lliaii eight- | 
een tiiiinihs have t-lapsed 
and ] still have not had the 
money. But I am assured 
that Its arrival is imminent! 
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T his month, we collec¬ 
tors of rare cricketing 
artefacts have heard 
perhaps the most exciting 
rjews to have come our wav 
for several weeks. A rare 
ar^ imusuai collection of 
cricketana lias been placed 
on the market, to be au¬ 
ctioned later this week by 
that resp(;cterl if eccentric 
firm of auctioneers. Frith, 
Arlotl, Bannister & Eager. 

I It was a matter of tnoments 
ftir me to send my saler- 
ftoin correspondent, Sirjim 
Carton, .scanipc'ring down 
to their prtrmises to acquire 
a copy of their fine cata¬ 
logue of thi.s sale, to enable 
me It) pass on to you details 
of some of tJte most excit¬ 
ing pieces m the collection. 

I arn told, incidentally, that 
the proceeds of the auction 
are going to Lliai fine crick¬ 
eting chat it y. the British 
Heart Foundation, whose 
difficult task it is to put 
some heart into English 
cr«kcl. Its trustees arc 
AU*c Uedscr, Brain Close 
and Loid Harris. 

But let me bej^ at the 
beginning. 

Imi J: a half-eaten, Cor- 
nhill inneh. carbon-dated 
‘appioximately July 1986*. 
donated bv Mr R.W. 
Taylor. 

Lot 2: A cricket stump, 
wiUi traces of Lord’s tun. 
gnaranleed uproolc'd at the 
end of a one-day final, don 
ateci by 'a genuine cricket 
supporter*. 

Lot .7. A cricket stump, 
with traces of Lord's lurf 
and bloodstains of a type 
matched with that ol Mr 
H.l>. 'Hickie* Bird, guaran- 
tt*ed as above donated by ‘a 
h»ver of our .summer game*. 
He does not explain which 
summei game he is refer- 
nng to, 

; Lot -f: A complete set of 
I David Hairsiow's teeth, in 
tasteful plastic container 
and Mxilk'd 'For Emergen¬ 
cy Use Only*. 

Lot & I'wo sets of ban¬ 
dages, knee Kuppons etc, 
j one iabefied ‘P. Willey— 

^ Usdbi Bits and Pieces* and 


the other ‘M.R. Benson— 
Use Once And Discard*. 
Lot ft A complete set of 50 
cigarette cards. 'Cricket 
1984’, with the warning, 
‘Middle And Leg (as de¬ 
fined by HM Government). 
‘Batting Can Seriously 
Damage Your Health*. 

Further down the Bst, 
there are some vpry cd- 
lectable cricket books, 
which should excite those 
of my readership who can- 
read. Of course, the usual 
container-loads of over¬ 
priced Wisdens and the cd- 
iected works of F.S. 
AshJey-Cooper will be up 
for auction, but as these 
are no lunger as rare as 
coverdrives in a Sylvester 
Clarke innings, I will not 
bother to fist them here. 

The more interesting offers 
are; 

Lot I2t^. A rare unsigned 
copy of Trevor Bailey’s 
autobiography, Wickets, 


Catdies and the Odd Run. 
Cot J^. Egon Ronay's 
Guide to the Pish, Ct^ 
and Muahy Peas Shops d 
Australia, mscribed ut the 
fly-leaf “To Graham—wth 
best wishes for Christmas 
1986, Peter*. Found in a 
wast^per basket in St 
John’s Wood. 

Lot 131: The John 
Etnburey Joke Book, 
featuring many of John’s 
favourite jokes, including 
the Test match bowling fi¬ 
gures of Pat Pocock, Vic 
l^rks and Peter WDley. 
Lot 277: A prototype of Sir 
Clive Sincto’s latest po¬ 
wered vehicle, the Malcolm 
Marshall. Made in En^^ 
from raw materials im¬ 
ported fi'oni West Indies, 
this vehicle is very quick 
and not easy to dnve. It 
can, however, on occasion 
be turned round the comer 
or snicked through the 
slips. Often needs a third 
man to make it work prop¬ 


erly. Crad^-hehnets must 
be worn. Any cdour as 
long as it is black. 

Of particular interest to 
cricketing artlovers will be 
the many fine portraits that 
have come on to the mar¬ 
ket for the very first time. 
Lot 364: An oil piainting of 
F.S. Trueman, in the style 
of David Hockney. Experts 
consider it a Me. as it 
shows the subject with his 
mouth shut 

Lot 365: ‘The Captaoi of 
the Eleven*, a very recent 
painting (so much so that 
the paint is still wet) of 
Mike Gatting, looking 
strangely like David Gower 
with a beard hurriedly 
painted on. There are still 
the shadowy figures in the 
background, carrying type¬ 
writers and Press passes, 
with knives out. 

Lot 365. ‘Campbell's Soup 
Can*, by Andy Warhol. A 
portrait of the actual can 
that contained the only 
sustenance that Micky Ste¬ 
wart could keep down tm 
the tour of India, 1963-64. 
Lot 367. 'Portrait of the 
Cricketer As A Young 
Man’—a cave painting 
featuring Ken Higgs in i 
short trousers. ' 

Many items of cnckel kit j 
are for sale, including the 
helmet that Mike Gatting 
should have worn last win¬ 
ter, and the batting-gloves 
that Jessop never wore. 
The trousers that were too 
small for Colin Milbum are 
also for sale, as is die 
forearm protector that Viv 
Richards never needs. The 
En^and cap that Alanjones 
never won is expected to 
fetch a record price, while 
the bat that Don Bradman 
would have used at The 
Oval in 1938 is of such 
rarity that it is proving im¬ 
possible to fix a reserve 
price. 

I have already raided my 
son’s pHggy bank, so armed 
with 17p, 45 Ika and a used 
12p stamp, I expieet to bb 
al^ to bid vigorously afi 
day. See you there. 

li^yifliaali IHce 


Mike Gatting tooMng ttrangsly like David Gower 
with a beard hurriedly painted on 










I Folk tales, legends and 
! classics o f India 


The best ever ' 
^xtts for yo’M- childr^^ 



Tales from Panchtantra 
Folk Tales of India 
Tales from Indian Epics 
Golden Tales of India 
Tales from Indian Classics 
Myths and Legends of India 


Rs. 6.50 
Rs. 6 50 
Rs. 6.50 
Rs 6.50 
Rs. 6.50 
Rs. 6.50 


(The above books are also available In Hindi) 


INDIAN CLASSICS RETOLD 





Mahabharata 

Ramayana 

Bhagavadgita 

Kiratarjuna 

Raghuvansha 

Mudra-Rakshasa 

Kumarsambhava 


Rs. 7.50 
Rs. 7.50 
Rs. 10.00 
Rs. 7.50 
Rs. 7.50 
Rs. 7.50 
Rs. 7.50 



Starting with epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata 
and moving on to the works of Kalidas and other 
writers ot note this illustrated series strives to 
present Sanskrit and Hindi classics in simple, 
readable English Explanatory notes and exercises 
are given at the end of each book. 


THE BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE 

This Book takes the child 
into the unknown and 
mysterious world which is so 
vast and wonderful. The 
Book IS a pictorial panorama 
of knowledge embracing the 
world of the past, present 
and future. 

Bound Pages App.600 Price Rs.60 


S.CHAND & COMPANY (P> LTD 

Ram Nagar^New Delhi-110 055 (India) 

Branches : Bangalore. Bombay. Calcutta, Cochin, Guwahati, 
Hvderabad, Jalandhar, Lucknow, Madras. Nagpur, Paina 


Special Offer 

B% Discount on orders 
over Rs. 50.00 

1 0% Discount on orders 
over Rs. 1 00.00 

& Postage free 

if the full money is sent in advance 

(Nole'Please sand this coupon with your o’dst to ava// 
specisi offer ) 
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Casual footwear 
for anytime, anyplace 



fashion shoes 

Created by high-tech computer 
TROJAN fashion shoes are made from top 
aualtty raw material of IrVtematlonal 
standards, with the latest Italian technology 
and know-how. 

Specially designed 'grlp-n-track' outer sole 
Is unique and exclusive to TROJAN fashion 
shoes, giving a firm hold os well as easy 
movement, both on uneven and smooth or 
slippery surfaces. 

With a range of styles and 
colours to choose from. For 
all types of casual and 
leisure octtvlttes. 

Available at leading stores. 




great shoe 
for them all 


Mfa by;Tro)cinSo«t*wearPvt.UcJ. 1201/2MakerChambere&NaflmanPolnt.Bombay400 021. Ph, 223271/2Tx' n-5828HNDJ IN 





12th-18th Nov 1986 VOLUME VUI ISSUE 3 Rs4.00 
AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


A toa was not going to be enough 

Arun Lai speaks to Barry O’Brien after scoring over500 runs in two Duleep trophy 
matches 



Indian Players Aren't Prolessianal 

Mohinder Amarnath, the senior citizen of Indian cricket, in a rpemorable to 

Mudar Patherya, talks about India's cricketing problems, their solutions, fellow players, 
his own performances and other cricketing matters 






Himalayan Rally 


Pradeep Paul was in Delhi for the finish of the most prestigious road race in fhe country. 
An eye witness account 



Botham, Richards and South Africa 

Do the South Africans deserve to be readmitted to international cricket? Jack Bannister, 
recently returned from the Republic, reveals that Botham and Richards toyed with the 
idea of claying in the land of apartheid 


Cover photograph by Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 
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: Lkl-iilki To TiS 


' , :. >'<, .'...■?;* . T.-1‘A 


Messy 

handling 


MIIDAK I’ATlIEKYA'h wut.- u() i.n 
the “Gavaskai C<jntr'>ver«\" ii.-vu- 
dated 17-23 SeptJ made i/iirrcMUiv 
reading 'lYif anaivsis -a-is i (ukiii' Uik 
alUiDUKh hi« <tu(rrv "Aii- we i honMiiK 
're‘;l M<k'S Ijy (JuM'i !a!ir\'<ir to 
iia) exj«‘rli^>e‘' i.-. I'lMitrovcjsial m the 
ot rhi* |jjcsi-iii ■^llll.ltHln. Fittitly, a 
sek'ttioi) [>r»< t to be termed as a 
“sel<'cfon-d« vpeitise" .should itself 
eoiifonii to iiiid and poimlar public 
01)1111'in < )!)e eaiiiiot subject a i)erson 
oi Cia\',j-,kar's calibre to sui fi dow- 
niiKlu shabby tieatnient and expect to 
kci awa\ with it unscathed. In cir- 
(;umstaiice‘- such as these, it is only 
tilliii^;, Itiat aiighteous public opinion 
I)'. lioiioiired to light the wTong It 
j):iii!ii. opinion is just and mote ac i ept- 
.ihl< 111.ill the loolhardiness ol the so 
i .dll i> "sell ctoi la! expertise” there is 
al'.soiuti K no hann in adopting it 'I'tie 
fSoarri h.is no alteiniitivi hut to lilame 
tiseh 

(tiiTelleLOoii, tile entile episodi' 
reeks of inessv handling ol t ricketing 
issues will' h IS diai.K leristic ot the 
Hoard, and thi-, tune < arned out to 
perte, tiufi bv Mi Cliandu lioide tl's 
I ob' ioi)s tti.il our selectors have got all 
i tlieir 'jiioiities mixed up. l! only tiiev 
I would thud, twice betore issuing state 
inenls anil annount ing decision? ... 
ibi'V eiin .save all the eiiibanassnu nls 
Well, if Hot ham called the English 
selectors "a bunch of doddeiers”. 
what do we call ours.'' 

.V. A h'H.t.sY/f RHKUA. 

Cbimfaafure. 

Wait and see 

Ah’l’N L.AL's consecutive double cen¬ 
turies in the recent Duleep Trophy 
tounuiinent must he a matter of 
embanas.sment to many pi'isons and 
particularly to tlie 'I'est team selec¬ 
tors. Now, wc have to wait and atid 
see bow much Arun Lai's perfonnance 
lias been able to impress the selectors 
just befopitbe India-Sn Lanka series! 

DK. CHOVDHIJRY, 
hombay 

My team 

FOR the 11187 VvorW Cup cricket cham¬ 
pionship to be held in India, die Inchw 
cricke^^ in battmg order, should 
consi|il||lt^i<i foBowing players: 


1. Raman I^nba 

2. Knshnamachan Srikkanth 

3. Dilip Vengsiirkar 
*1. Sunil Gavaskar 

5. Kapil Dev—Captain 
b. Chimdntkant ]*andit 

7. Ravi Shastri-vicc ciiptain 

8. Mohammad Azharuddm 

9. ChetanSharma 

10. KajuKulkami 

11. Maninder Sinjdi 

A little too early, but I feel this might will 
be the team. 

VJ7AF KIJMAH, 
New Delhi. 

What about the rest? 

THE Asian Games being over and other 
meets round the comer, I’ve a point to 
draw the readers' attention. 

It has been the practice that the “gold 
haul of a nation is taken to be the 
position determiner in all sorts of athle¬ 
tics meet like the Olympics, Asian 
(iames, and the ComnKmweallh 
Games. 

Tlie games are developing day by day 
and arc getting so competitive that 
there is hardly a difference between 
gukl and silver levels. A player can lose 
ii medal even by the lOOth of a second 
(e.g. P.T. Usha in Los Angeles ’84) and 
his/her nation is deprived of a sure 
medal. 

So. to sum up. It is equally difficult li> 
earn a gold, silver or a bronze medal 
nowadays. Hut only gold winners are 
given priority in the medal tally. A nation 
with just one gold to its credit is better 
placed than oSicrs with 50 silvers or a 
HK) bronzes or even more, but without 
a jpikl. This seems a bit unfair and in 
addition, participants tix) get dishear¬ 
tened. Players participale more for their 
nauun’s glory' than for their self ni- 
lerests. diere must be a solution to 
tills. 

In my opinion, if a valuation is fixed 
for each medal, il’lJ be better. For 
instaiKe, one gold be equh-alent to say 
two silvers or three bronzes. Then 
nations with 1 gold, or 2 sflvers. or 3 
bronzes can have the same standing in 
tlie medals tally. 

Another solution could be the aUot- 
ment of points for each medal e. g. 5 
points for gold, 3 for silver and 2 for 
bronze. The overall points would then 
determine the medal tally. 

This ought to be an encouraging 
factor from the point of view ofthe 
participants vdio strive so hard to bring 
gksy to their country but slip from gdd 


to silver or to toonze standard by a 
whisker. 

Anyway, this is a mere suggestion 
and might not be acceptable to all and 
overall, the Games’ Authorities are 
wiser than me! 

MD. TELATRAJHAN. 

Calcutta. 

World Cup form 

IT was after a very longtime that India 
showed the glimpses of its World Cup 
form. From this it looks that it is ready 
to take up the World Cup challenge 
which is just a year away. Right from 
the very beginning this has been the 
Indian mentality that whenever we are 
faced with difficulties we combine and 
coordinate well and perform the best 
in such conditions. I’robably this is 
one thing which we have learned from 
the Kritish Raj. 

As was seen in the World Cup that 
it was our fielding which raised our 
cnckel tcxthis new height, xo was 
witnessed here, the major portion of 
credit goes to our fielders. 

Without taking awav the credit from, 
the Indians 1 would like to say that 
Australian's downfall at Ahinedabad 
was bec.ause of their own doings. 

Three hopeless run outs, especially 
that of Marsh and Dyre were unex- 
cusable. 

This match has once again brought 
to light the ftgliting capacities ol the 
Indians in adverse conditions. If India 
wants to save its prestige ui front of 
the home crowd in the World Cup it 
will have to pfay in the .'Khmedabad 
spirit in the future also. 

A.J. SAIKE, 
Kalyan. 

Walking wrong 

111 your .Sporlsworld puhlicatilin dated 
22nd-28th Oct. ’86 on page 39, the 
photograph taken by Nikhil Bhat- 
tacharya shows Chand Ram competing 
(leading the pack here) in tlie men's 20 
k.m. walk. 

In this photograph, it can clearly be 
seen that Chand Ram’s feet (both) are ; 
above the ground at that moment. If I 
am not wxong then why wasn’t he » 
disqualified? The law says that “at any 
given time at least one of the feet 
should be on the ground or otherwise 
he or she may be disqualified. ” 

Well, Chand Ram went on to win a 
bronze medal in this walking competi¬ 
tion. Was it legal? 

ASHOK MUKHERJEE. 

Barrackpore. 
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S OME time back the 
bane of Indian cricket 
equipment revolved around 
the poor quality of cricket 
balls. But hear this one. 
Half a dozen Indian cncke- 
ters signed a contract with 
an Indian sports equipment 
(hvision to use a certain 
brand of bats while playing. 
However, they soon disco¬ 
vered that the bats were 
not of the acceptable stan¬ 
dard . players then 

resorted to an ingenious 
practice; they peeled the 
sticker off the bat and 
af^ed them on blades im¬ 
ported from England. Won¬ 
der where this leaves the 
average consumer, who 
goes in for the product 
used by some of our super- 
stars but finds... 

W HEN Arun La! got his 
200 during the Duleep 
match versus West Zone, 
be asked for a fre.sh guard. 
At that stage, (iavaskar 
gave him a three-fingcred 
sign, implying the triple 
century. Lai fell short by 
13. 

D uring Gavaskar’s 92 
against East Zone, 
Arun Lai told lum between 
overs: ‘‘West Zone has won 
a lot of championships in 
the past. How about spar¬ 
ing us this one?" 

A run Lai was all praise 
for Shastri. “That man 
is a god. Firstly, he bowled 
a ti^t line to his field. 
Later, he batted with com¬ 
plete confidence. It was 
almost as if Shastri knew 
that he was going to win 
the match for his side. If 
somebody from our side 
had even as much as scored 
a century, we could have 
pulled it off. In fact, we 
beat everyone except 
Shastn. If East Zone had 
even half a Shastri foi the 
match, we would have 
made it tor the final,’ said 
'Piggy’ Lai. 

W ITH Arun Lai’s 
appointment as vice 



captain for the Irani fix¬ 
ture—four years ago, 
Pataudi had singled Arun 
Lai out as a possible Indian 
captain of the future—spe¬ 
culation was over a Test 
place for him. Hut in whose 
place? Srikkanth and 
Gavaskar cannot be re¬ 
placed. Amamath is ageing 
but has not given critics the 
opportuiutv to snipe at him. 
Vengsarkar is presently in¬ 
dispensable. Azhar is failing 
but enjoys the support of 
the senior members of the 
team. 

But as a selector was 
quoted during the Duleep 
final: “A Test place is not 
anyone's personal prop¬ 
erty. .. ’’ 


D ilip vengsarkar 

is working on his auto¬ 
biography. Two Bombay 
journalists are assisting him 
with the manuscript. Sche¬ 
duled for release next year, 
Vengsarkar, it is heard, is 
looking into the possibility 
of getting reprints m re¬ 
gional languages as well. 

W HILE on the topic of 
autobiographies, Ravi 
Shastri is thinlmig of one 
too and having it released 
after the World Cup next 
year. “One has to keep in 
mind that 1 will be playing 
for Glamorgan from 1987 
onwards, so the release 
has to be adjusted with the 
English season as well,” he 
said. 



Border’s Australians: Appointment with history 


W HEN Gav.iskar was 
asked about the same, 
he admitted being in the 
‘fourfront’—“After all, 1 
have written four books." 
Isn’t he thinking of wnling a 
book? “Well, one is to be 
released this winter, having 
been written by Dorn 
Moraes. Apart from that 
there is a lot of matter at 
hand to write another book. 
But where is the time?" he 
complained. 

D uring their tour of 
India, the Australians 
paid a visit to Agra. 1'hey 
took a photographer, Kam- 
al Julka, along. 1'hey had a 
session with him, the Taj 
Malial in the background. 
They ordered 700 prints in 
all, but with the simulation 
that the photographer 
would not ‘leak’ the print to 
the local press. When a 
local reporter approached 
Julka for the photograph, 
he apologised: “Sorry, my 
word is word.” The Austra¬ 
lians promised the photo¬ 
grapher souvenirs when 
they come for the 1987 
World Cup. 

A CRICKETING Open 
xJLHouse? Gavaskar’s 
syndicated column gives a 
hint of this. He wrote: “I 
would strongly urge the 
Umpires Association to 
arrange a meeting in Bom¬ 
bay prior to the team’s 
departure for Sharjah, so 
that the players, umpires 
and the adniinstrators can 
come together, exchange 
views, and as .'dlan Border 
said, build up a rapjxirt." 

O NE lias to end with 
Arun Lai The bal witli 
which he scored hts ‘dou¬ 
ble’ double centuries was 
given to him bv Kapil Dev 
in England this yeai. ’I'he 
present Induiii inckeiers 
Uiink highlv of him. One 
said,“Ifhe had been playing 
for a stronger zone he 
might have been opening 
for India today.” Food for 
thought. 
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TCS^^AZ’ ends the imported myth. 


Iiulit) nu.'t'fs iho ml^’rnatll)ll^ll cluilloiuir 
from th(’ bpinmnc) to tin’ 

sp.K'oot jft, satpllilos rockotb, 
rotVipiitc’ts All niilosloru's of imiiim 
toclwiolopv' And 70F^A7 f.ot)tiMuu.s the 
IftdMo toidttion of !>elf relianee TOPA7 
huS moile int tecfible j-liidos m blade 
mamifcicturiMy teohnolotiy TOPAZ 


i)lados' instant recognition the world 
ovet lb an (.•stablishod fact, proving 
oMt'(' again that India can mttke it and 
make it better. TOPAZ remains the 
IrLidr- with 3 STAINLESS reputation. 

1 he reason why more and more people 
choose TOPAZ. 
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The National blade with an International edge 


The blade lechnologisls. 
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This Yuppie from the suburbs of Long Island^ this nerd 
from Trinity School and Stanford-^^nd of guy, you picture 
him carrying a bookbag and a lunchbox-^e sold himself as 
a street fighter, a h^dass in black leather jacket and 
skintight Levis. And no one calls his bluff! 


H ere he is, a pasty, 
soft, potato'face kid 
that pretended to be Conan 
the Barbarian and got away 
with it. This Yuppie from 
the suburbs of Long Island, 
this nerd from Trinity 
School and Stanford—kind 
of guy, you picture him 
carrying a bookbag and a 
lunchbox—he sold himself 
as a street fighter, a har- 
dass in black leather jacket 
and skintight Levis, lie 
made a career—and tens of 
millions of bucks—giving 
people gnef, slinging saw¬ 
dust in theu' faces, danng 
them to fight, pushing re¬ 
porters around hotel lob¬ 
bies, spitting on them, 
lashing at TV cameramen 
witli his racquet, drawing 
blood, brow-beating any¬ 
body who hinted he knock¬ 
ed up Tatum O’Neal... be¬ 
fore he announced in the 
newspapers he had. Then 
the topper, at the '85 Au¬ 
stralian Open, he hollered 
at Slobodan (Bobo) Zivo- 
jinovic, this hulking Yugos¬ 
lav. that's six-six and 
weighs two-ten and is 
beating him bad, “You’re 
going to pay for this 1 
mean it!" 

And no one calls his bluff! 
Not ever! No one except 
Martina Navratilova, that 
is. She said McEnroe was 
built like a wimp. Smart 
man, John didn't mouth off 
back at her. In a mam a 
mano —I’m talking about a 
duke-out now, not tennis— 
my money would be on 
Martina. 

Latif's first year at 
WimUedon, to prepare my 
client, I did my homework, 
read back throu^ the his¬ 
tory of McEnroe’s horror 


shows, and found a tidbit 
buried in an article about 
the ’84 French Open. Dur¬ 
ing a thu-d-round match, 
Mac gnped so long and loud 
about court conditions, 
ground crew' was called in 
to sweep the clay. Turned 
out the crew was these 
three fellows named Amar, 
Uadj, and Mabrouck, 
brothers from the Sequeni 
family, members of a 
minority, if you get my 
meaning. 

They trucked onto the 
court, hosing down the 
dirt, patting and stampii^, 
trying to do what Junior 


wanted. But he's a tou^ 
customer to satisfy. After¬ 
ward he sounded off to the 
press, "These workers 
think they're doing us a 
favour by being here. They 
do absolutely notliing. It’s 
an absolute disgrace.” 

When I showed Latif this 
piece about the Sequeni 
brothers, he exploded, 
“McEnroe’s an anti-lslamic 
racist.” 

“Hard to deny that.” 

It was the ni^t before 
the Wimbledon semifinal, 
and the adrenaline was 
already screaming through 
his veins; his crescent¬ 



iiRwiincpnovipciinp iiiin Clip wiin HMnMi 
JackMn waning *BMrt lt’..,«nd M bacMM • nnlor hit 
vWMonMTV” 


shaped nostrils were 
flared. Swear to God, 1 
didn’t tell him what to do. I 
didn’t have to. I just said, 
“You want my advice, 
based on 1 went back 
through the files and all the 
films on the man? McEn¬ 
roe’s a front-runner. You 
can’t let him have the whip 
hand. You’re bigger, stron¬ 
ger. What do you got to be 
scared of, a scrawny guy 
like him?” 

“Eddie,” he said, “if 1 
after him—if 1 threaten 
him, forget hitting him, just 
threaten—they’ll default 
me.” 

“Well,” 1 said, "you don’t 
figure to win anyway, do 
you? He’s beaten you, 
what, six, seven times 
straight. But there’s the 
future to think about. And 
there's your pnde. Your 
race and religion.” 

“They’ll fine me.” 

“You got money.” 

“TTiey’ll suspend me.” 

“Maybe. But from 
tournaments. There’s ex- 
hibitkins to keep you in 
shape and in the head¬ 
lines.” 

"Look at the bad press I 
got just for rumpling Jim- 
bo’s hair.” 

“Different case 
altoii^ther. A guy Connors’ 
age gets the sympathy 
vote. You rattle McEnroe’s 
chain, they’fi pin a medal on 
you.” 

"Jesus, Eddie, Princess 
Di and her sons will be in 
the Royal Box.” 

“Wonder where the 
queitt brothers are? Th^ 
they received engraved in¬ 
vites to the Royal Box? 
Think anybody but you and 
me cares what became of 
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The linesmen and umpires were not paralysed by fear. 
They re^ly wanted to, they could have stepped in and 
stopped it. But they were getting a kick out of the show tike 
everybody else. Some of them were laughing; two guys 
clapped. Mac had his supporters, Latif his 


those* follows'^” 

I don't fjut'ss 1 Kotta de- 
scnbi* what fiappeiiod. You 
didn't have to lx* there or 
anton^ the riiillions foliow- 
inR the match on the lube. 
You were anyplace in tlie 
free world—for all I know, 
anywhere behind the Iron 
Curtain—you caught it on 
the nightly news or the 
front page or in the weekly 
sports roundup or in the 
hundreds of replays and 
spt'cials tliat featured iso¬ 
lated stop frames. 

There's some debate 
what triggered it. Latif ac¬ 
cused Junior of calling him 
“boy." John explained from 
his hospital bed he had 
been calling the ballboy 
“boy.’’ But since the ball- 
boy was black, that hardly 
let him off the hook. 

Whatever the beef, Latif 
jumped the net, and in the 
cemetery silence of Centre 
Court, you lieard this col- 
k-ctive insuck of breath, 
followed by a yelp. The 
yelp was from McEnroe. 
Slashing his racquet like his 
ancestors did then swords, 
Latif wliackcd him across, 
the ass hard enough to bum 
a waffle iron print on 
Junior's buns. Then he 
threw away his Kossignol 
and attacked Ixirehanded, 
banging at juiuor's ijclly. 

I For three minutes, as 
timed by news analysts, he 
throttled Mac by the neck 
and strummed him. He 
looked like siane boss bass 
fiddle player plunking out 
rhythm foi a hard-charging 
number. One network 
shotMi^ the film clip with 
Micthtii Jackson wailing 
"Best it" in the back¬ 
ground, the sound track 


synched with the punches 
Latif landed. It became a 
major hit video on MTV. 

As the tape bears out, 
the linesmen and umpires 
were not paralysed by fear. 
'ITiey really wanted to.'they 
could have stepped in and 
stopped It. But they were 
getting a kick out of the 
show same as everybixly 
else. Some of them were 
laughing; two guys clapped. 


Up in the stands, reac¬ 
tion was mixed. Mac had 
his supporters, Latif his. 
Fistfights broke out in the 
standing room section. 
Princess Di tried to hide 
her sons tehind her, but 
there wasn’t enough of her 
to go around. Tliey kept 
popping out, one side or 
the other. 'The Duke and 
Duchess of Kent were on 
thenr leet, and a post-match 



"Princess Di tried to hide her sons behind her, but 
they kept popping out, one side or the other” 


replay revealed with the 
help of a lip reader that 
while he mumbled, “I say, 
bad show,” she was saying, 
“Jolly gixid!” 

Fuuilly, a few bobbies 
lumbered out. Latif was 
arm-weary and would have 
had to let Junior drop in a 
second anyway. When they 
dragged him off, he played 
the curtain scene like a pro. 
He shook a fist and shouted 
in a voice that earned 
through Centre Court and 
was pickt*d up letter per¬ 
fect on worldwide 'I'V, “Ro- 
member the Sequent 
brothers! Power to all 
Third World people!” 

Mac had curled up near 
the net cradling his belly, a 
white slug on a bed of 
gieen grass Kneehng next 
to him, a bobby waved for a 
stretcher and they earned 
him away. Any honest ap- 
pjause meter indicates John 
didn’t get as big a hand as 
Latif. 

It took me ten minutes to 
reach the dressing room 
where players where giving 
Latif a standing ovation. 
But the All England Tennis 
and Croquet Club was giv¬ 
ing him something else en¬ 
tirely—the bum’s rush. 
The club chairman refused 
to let Latif speak to the 
press anyplace on Wimble¬ 
don grounds. In fact, he 
refused to let him shower 
and change. There was 
some talk of having him 
arrested for assault and 
battery. We split pronto. 

Bv the time we got to 
the Westbury Hotel, news 
vendors were hawkii^ spe¬ 
cial editions with six-inch 
headlines. LATIF LUMPS 
MAC. ROYAL FAMILY 
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REVOLTED. SUPER- 
BRAT LOW. MAD MOOR 
RUNS AMOK. 

The desk clerk handed 
me telegrams from Howard 
Cosell, the Today Show. 
CBS 60 Minute.^!, ABC 
Nightline, and the MacNeil- 
Lebrer Report requesting 
interviews. Then* were 
also mcssage.s from King 
Hassan, King Hussein, the 
Saud family, Khaddaly, 
Khomeini, Mubarak, Ara¬ 
fat, and the Islamic Jihad, 
expressing support for 
I^tif. 

Up in our suite watcluiig 
BBC, we wailed for the 
rest of the returns, the 
ratings so to speak. And 
they weren’t stow in com¬ 
ing. Public opinion, based 
on call-in shows around tlie 
world, was running 60-40 in 
our favour. 

More important, offers 
were pouring in by tele¬ 
phone. An emissary from 
the OPEC nations prop¬ 
osed a senes of exos be¬ 
tween McEnroe and l^tif, 
one m each oil-producing 
country' at $500, (jKK) a pop. 
Don Kmg made a pitch to 
promote a Heavyweight 
Championship of Tennis in 
Vegas. Sun City promised 
to change its name to Fist 
City for a weekend and 
pony up a million bucks for 
a winner-take-ail rematch. 

The way things were 
movmg, I decided I better 
contact McEnroe’s father, 
who, of course, is his agent 
and lawyer. 1 had a bellboy 
hand-deliver a letter to his 
hotel. “Reserving all my 
client’s rights and admitting 
no guilt, I want to assure 
you we can work this out in 
a businesslike fashion to 


Latif paid Junior^s medical bills and granted him a 
generous percentage of future grosses, he was supposed to 
serve a six-month suspension, but we appealed and with an 
assist from the network that owned the TV rights to the US 
Open, we got it reduced to six weeks. 


everybody’s benefit. ’’ 

We did just that. Latif 
paid Junior's medical bills 
and granted him a generous 
percentage of future gros¬ 
ses. He also paid a $20, (XK) 
fine to the International 
Tennis Federation and 
made a donation to ihc 
British fwiwn 'I'cnnis Asso¬ 
ciation for desecrating Cen¬ 
tre Court. He was sup¬ 
posed to serve a six-month 
suspension, but we 
appealed and, w'lth an assi.st 
from the network that own¬ 
ed the TV rights to the 
U.S. Open, we got it re¬ 
duced to SIX weeks 
Meanwhile, we set up a 
summer of exojs and raked 
It in at the rate of a million a 
week from all sources. I’m 
talking tee shirt, doll, and 
headband sales, depart¬ 
ment store and shopping 
mall appearances, and 
guaranteed prize money. 
■The McEnroes must have 
done as well or better. 

1 have to hand it to 


Junior. He was a trooper. 
He didn’t let hard feelings 
or a hobbling injury stand 
between him and a monster 
deal. When the bell rang in 
Las Vegas or Little Rock, 
Kuala Lumpur or Caracas, 
he charged out of his cor¬ 
ner swinging. 

Jesus, those were great 
days. I’ll take exhibitions 
over tournaments anytime, 
and not just because of the 
money. They give a guy 
like me a chance to gel 
involved, get creative. I ran 
the fog macliine that made 
the court resemble the 
Scottish nuKirs. I stage- 
managed the spotlights for 
Mac’s entrance, then 
Latifs. At outdoor arenas, 
I arranged for glitter to be 
dropped from low-passing 
planes: at indiwr arenas 1 
arranged balloon releases 
that rivaled the Republican 
Party Convention. 1 hired 
hostesses, brought in local 
celebrities, movie stars and 
r(H'k singers for mixed dou¬ 


“No one calls McEnroe's bluff except Martina, that is. 
She said McEnroe was built like a wimp” 



bles, and in every town 
found a liand that’d play the 
themes from Rocky /, II, 
III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII 
during the warm-up and 
changeovers. 

But my greatest triumph 
was how i choreographed 
the media coverage. First, 

I huddled with Mac and 
Latif and got them to 
accept a few ground rules. 
Every match had to go 
three sets, the last one a 
sudden-death tie break. 
They agreed to keep the 
games and series close. 
This way I could build ex¬ 
citement for the final in 
Freeport, tell TV networks 
what kind of time slots we 
needed, and promise the 
writing press they’d never 
miss a deadline. 

Couple journalists 
thought they had a scoop 
when they charged that 
these matches were fixed 
and said the scores should 
be printed on the entertain¬ 
ment page. But this never 
hurt the gale. Paying cus¬ 
tomers just wanted a good 
show and they got one, 
specially in the final that 
was played honest and that 
Latif won in a walkaway. 

This gave him the confi¬ 
dence to go into the U.S. 
Open and take his first 
Grand Slam title. By the 
end of the year, he was 
Number One on the com¬ 
puter, universally feared, if 
not loved, looked at as 
larger than life, stronger 
than dirt, more dangerous 
than death—this sweet 
blue kid I picked up in an 
undertaker’s suit at a reli¬ 
gious nut college in Texas. 
Life’s a funny oM dog, as 
they say down there. 
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*A Hundred Wouldn’t Have Been 

Enough’ 

It had to be more. And as he walked out to play 
what he thought might well have been his last innings 
in first class cricket, Anin Lai was aware of it. Barry 
O’Brien meets the man who scored 501 runs in two 
innings to rekindle his competitive urge 


y ’OU'RE thirty-one. You 
play for one of the 
weakest zones in dooKStic 
cricket, yim have always 
scored runs at this level of 
the game. Y’our last Test 
was three years ago. After 
which you were dropped. 
Unceremoniously. You 
have realised there is no 
point in fooling yourself. 
You can't make it hack to 
the national team. Not be¬ 
cause you feel you're not 
good enoufdi. It s just that- 
.... well, forget it. You can't 
make it back. Period. 

Ho what do you do.^ You 
decide, on your way to 
vour first big match ol the 
season, that it's going to be 
your last game. Or at least 
your last tournament. 
What's the idea of gixing 
the game all you've got 
when you’re pretty sure of 
the outconu'? It’s like get¬ 
ting yourself all keyed up 
watching a thriller, hating 
already seen the last ten 
iiiitwte.s of If, 

that’s exactly 
I how it was with tne 
when I was on iny wav to 
play tlu' match." ‘Me’ being 
Arun I ,.il. 'live match' tiemg 
the Pulet'p Trophy quarter 
final between East Zone 
and Central ZoM 
The tormer Te!(t ciicke- 
tei. four Tests ijil. was 
sciiinisly thinking ^ calling 
it a day and sticking club 
cricket. He liad decided 





If they are looking for form and 
performance, I d on't know of anyone 
who has done better than I hove. I think I 
hove done enough to moke it to the team 


that this, in all probability, 
would be his last big game. 
He was disillusioned. Dis¬ 
appointed. Determined to 
give it up. 

But then, suddenly, the 
script was changed. A fairy 
tale was in the making. Only 
this time, it was true. 

Ten days, two innings 
and 501 runs later Arun Lai 
has staked his claim. Like 
never before. Is it just a 
flash in the pan? Like a 
flame burning brightest just 
before it finally blows out? 
Or has he come to stay? A 
star that will bum brightly 
for time to come? 

] really don’t know. 
Neither does he, for that 
matter. But what I do 
know, and he knows it bet¬ 
ter than 1, IS tliat he is 
going to give it one hell of a 
tn’. He knows (if he gets it) 
it’s his last chance. 

A quietly determined and 
confident man is how I 
would describe Arun Lai, 
the night before he left his 
simple, cosy home, for 
Jodhpui to play for the rest 
of India side. 

As he waited anxiously 
for his ticket to Delhi en 
route to Jodhpur, he re¬ 
minded me of a school¬ 
boy—knowmg he’s won the 
race, waiting for his prize. 
Moments later the man ar¬ 
rived. With an lAC ticket— 
OK for Delhi. Chance for 
Jodhpur. But ’Piggy’— 
("That's what the worid 




I like living life to the full. If somebody 
osked me to play a hockey or footboll 
game the day before I wos to ploy a Test 
match, I wouldn't hesitate 


caDs mo") was happy. lyinn (blalanllyj il 1 said I them, I have kept trying. 

Yes. He had worked expected to do so weil. Bin Thanks to all of them, Tin 

hard for it and he fully (hen 1 had Hod on niv side. back in the running." 

deserved it. He is. in his Only he could lia\ c iiiadi- all But surely a pfjrson must 
own words, “very hope- this po.ssibJe One or evim contribute in a big way to 

fill." And he has reason to two centuries weren't his own success! More so 

be. As he w'ent on to say, going to be enough. It had in a case like this. He’s up 

“if it's performance and to be more and more and it and out of the house by six 

form tliey'rc looking for. was just that." in the morning whether it's 

then I don't know of anv How does a man who the cricket season or not. 
body who has done lietter. feels he has invariably been Running. Keeping fit. Prac- 

I’ve done enough and I’m at the wrong end of the tising indoors or outdoors, 

looking forw'ard to playing stick, always underrated But this he’s always done, 

for my country." and nevei acknowledged, But as he very rightly says. 

It wasn’t an overconfi- manage to motivate him- “I’m a more mature cricke- 

dent, complacent cricketer self? To gear himself up to ter now. A much better 

speaking. It was a man who try and succeed? And then, batsman than when I first 

had done well. And nobody what is most difficult, to plaved Test cricket. I'm 

knew it better than he actuallv succeed? working harder. 1 concen- 

himself. Listen to him: “1 'I'he modest ’Piggy’ teels trate much more. I am 
swear 1 was going to giv'e it it’s all thanks to “God, niy more relaxed. 1 enjoy the 

all up. My wife told me to wife., my club (Moliun game much more. 1 take 

try just once more. Get a Bagan) and my c'ompany things as they come. Be- 

hundred, she said. 1 told (Amgoorie India Ltd). God fore it use,d to be—ok it’s 

hei a hundred wouldn’t be has been good. My wife has time for a flashy extra cov- 

enough. It had to be twos kept pushing me My club er drive. But now it’s not 

and threes. Everybody has always made me feel predetermined. It’s more 

scores centuries. How was important. And the firm I natural. If the runs come, 

I to know that I would get work lor has always been they come. Otherwise, on 

two doubles? 1 would be behind me. I'hanks to all of to the next innings. There 
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hasn’t been a deliberate i 
change in stance or techni- ; 
que, it’s just that I’m a tar 
more complete player now. 

Technique is always an 
important factor when you 
are a batsman of the Anin 
Lai type. If you’re of the 
Srikkanth variety nobody 
gives a damn how you get 
the runs—^as long as you 
get them. If wu’re in tte 
Azharuddin r4Pild nobody 
cares how often you get the 
runs—as long as you get 
them, now and then. But 
the trauma of being an Anin 
Lai is that you’ve not only 
got to get the runs, you’ve 
got to get lots of them. And 
you’ve got to get them 
well. If you don’t get 
enough—you’re not good 
enough. If you don't get 
them well enough your 
technique isn’t good 
enough. 

But all this doesn't seem 
to bother our subject. He 
wants to get runs, l-ots of 
them. And well. As for his 
technique, he laughs as he 
tells me. “there was a time 
when a famous cm ket pun¬ 
dit said that Anin Lai’s 
technique W'as second only 
to Gavaskai’s. A little later 
another equally famous 
cnckct pundit said Arun Lai 
maybe scoring runs, but his 
technique is faulty. All this 
doesn't boUier me. I’ve got 
to go out and score runs— 
and 1 tr>' and do that Uie 
best way. That’s the only 
challenge. ’’ 

Life foi .Arun Lai in fact is 
one big challenge. His idea 
of making tlu* most ol life, 

IS 1 ‘njoying it to the lull. As 
he says: “Yes, it is my 
ambition to play cricket for 
my country for as long as 
jiossible. I will m fact give 
up cricket the day 1 am 
convinced that I cannot 
make it to the Test team, 
nil then 1 will keep playing. 
But cricket isn’t the only 
thing in my life. 1 am in fact 
a natural sportsman and not 
a natural cricketer. 1 
wouldn’t hesitate to play a 
fwitball or hockey game the 
day before I play a Test 


match. I love doing as much 
as posable. ” 

Though he knows it is a 
definite advantage playing 
for a stronger team in 
domestic cricket—“You 
get more matches; your 
performances are more 
noticed: you pkjy with the 
best"— l.al loves plaving 
for fhmgal and East Zone 
In fact he "revels" in It Me 
doesn’t regret it one bit. 
He sei's lum^alf as the 
backbone of the team and 
this inspires laliiiost com¬ 
pels) him to perform welL 
As he says, "1 know a lot 
dtipends on me and I’ve got 
to give off my best. Though 
i \^l not deny that pia^ng 
lor say North Zone is o 
definite advantage. A chap 
might score three rentunes 
till the kiHK'kout stage, af¬ 
ter which Ins team is 
knocked out in the first 
round. And he’s forgotten. 
Another guy, playing lor a 
sltonger team, may strug¬ 
gle for runs in early games, 
iuKH^k up an HI) and a 140 in 
the senus and finals and 
he’s considered l est male 
rial." 

Arun l.al is Test mate¬ 
rial. He must be I'm not 
sure about the text in e- 
but the pi'digree is there. 
Way back in l‘t7H lliere 
was talk ot lum being of the 
very highest ckiss. when he 
siwed Oil (oi Noilh Zone 
iigainst the West Indian.s. 
But it was not until the ,Sn 
Iwinkan's first tout in 19KJ! 
that be was fiiwllv given a 
break. Due Test Tlien on 
to Pakistan loi thiee nune. 
Makes lot a tot.ii of tour 
Tests, three ot winch were 
against a m.iii called Imr.iri 
Khan. At Ins lastesi. 
Swinging the ball both 
ways Veiy <>|icn m the 
same deloeiy .A senes in 
wim-h even t',.i\ .i?,kiir and 
Vishw’.inath weie m.id<' to 
look moiiai And in tact 
vulnerabb 

Tliiougl all that Tiggv' 
Uil hits ,c ime out with a 
Test battii g lecurd. winch 
IS by nt> stu'U li ot imiigina- 
tion, memorable. But 
which IS certamh ctim- 
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I love playing for Bengal ond East Zone. I 
know that 1 hove to go out and perform 
well ond I revel in such situations. I hove 
no regrets at all 


inendahle. Seven innings, 
i wo partnerships of over a 
hundred. Two fifties. One 
hravp knock of about forty 
against Imran when' the 
opener held Ins end up and 
was seventh out. He there¬ 
fore "disagtees vehement¬ 
ly" with anyone who says 
that he has been only a 
good cruketei at the 
national k'vel, tmt a failure 
at the 'Jest level. "1 don't 
think I've been a lailuie at 
all." 

Neither do we. But for 
.some sti ange reason, attei 
»oining back Irom Pakistan, 
thanks to the miserable 
ptnlonnance of the team as 
a whole. .Arun lal w,as de¬ 
moted to 'drinks man' tor 
SIX Tests. .And then torgot- 
leii. Not lust put down a 
tew rungs hut taken oil the 
laddei completely. 

But he's climbed back 
again and is almost at the 
top. And this time he's 


holding on real light. 

But he will, in all proh- 
ahilily, have to wait his 
(urn. (iavaskar is batting as 
well as he has ever done 
before Snkk.inth i^ .Snk- 
kanlh. \’engs.arkar's class 
IS second only to (iavas 
kar’s. That leaves onlv 
numbers three and five as 
the places up for grabs. .At 
five IS the ‘boy wonder', 
.And boy wonders aien't 
easily replaceable. Oi so 
the selectors seem to 
think. Tnie, Azhar has had 
a couple of good knocks in 
the Duleep Trophv, but 
present jwrformance and 
not past record.s should be 
the only criterion foi selec¬ 
tion. Therefore it Azhar 
jg'ilornis let him stay. But 
if he tails he must go. At 
least for the moment. 

What about number 
three, wheie the ‘senior 
citizen of Indian cncket' 
holds court.^ Once again, 


the logic is the same. Look¬ 
ing at Mohinder Amamath 
as a batsman, and a bats¬ 
man only, if he gets his 
customary quota no one 
will grudge him his place in 
the team. Least of all 
Piggy- 

But should either of the 
two fail, there is no stop¬ 
ping Arun. Lai (nothing 
cricketing reason at least) 
from doing w'hat he likes 
best—"playing for my 
country." The next ques¬ 
tion which will, no doubt be 
asked: will he be comfort¬ 
able in the middle order? 
“Of course I will” he says 
“Check your books, I have 
basically been a middle 
order bat. The first lime I 
opened was when North 
Zone was [ilaying Pakistan. 
The wicket was damp, but 
the authorities insisted we 
started the game. We lost 
the toss and were asked to 
bat. Bishaii iBedi) w’piked 
into the dressing room and 
asked somebody to pad up. 
The umpires were out and 
nobody was padded. No¬ 
body wanted to open, so 
Bishan turned to me and 
said W'hat about you Pig- 
gv ? And there I was. open¬ 
ing lot the first time. And I 
tound out that there isn’t a 
verv big difleictue m open¬ 
ing and coining in at three.” 

And -Aiun Lai should 
know. More often than not 
he has to go out when the 
ball IS still very new and the 
bowlers still fresh. So it 
doesn’t really make a ditfer- 
enco w’heie he is asked to 
bat. The lad remaitvs that 
thei e are fiv e places and six 
batsmen. And unlike the 
last time (three years ago) 
when lie was selected pn- 
manly becaii.se ot the trial 
and error, pennulatmn- 
comhination metl«)d, this 
lime he has staked his claim 
thiough performance. And 
if that IS the only entenon 
tot selection iheii the 'won¬ 
der boys’ and ‘senior 
citizens' Iretter watch it. 

Some |)eoplc run away 
from challenges. Others 
face them, .Arun Lai thrives 
cm them. 
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New Faces, New Trends 
(Thank Goodness For BolhO 


F our of the five top 
tennis powers were in 
the running for a berth in 
the Davis Cup final. France 
sans Yannick Noah could 
not get there. Tradition 
took its place in the form of 
Australia, the United 
States. Sweden and 
Czechoslovakia were in it. 
Missing however were 
Ivan l..endl. John McEnroe. 
Jinniy Connors and Mats 
Wilander. The Americans, 
the Swedes and the Czechs 
played their second string 
while the Australians shuf¬ 
fled their cards imaginative¬ 
ly to wui. In the absence of 
{ the stais. the 1986 Davis 
I Cup conipc-tition reached 
I new dimensions in team 
j competilion Suddenly it 
j looked like a new ball game 
! in winch strateg\' and tac- 
I tic,s replaceo the brilliance 
j of the superstars. 

; For the lust time in 
j years, leading teams went 
I mto the ('ornpelitioa with- 
: out mourning the absence 
I of their superstars. In- 
i stead, the tendencv was to 
I make the most of their abs- 
1 encf. Captains regained 
j their rightful places and 
that seemed to change the 
whole dynamics of the com¬ 
petition. 

Ironically, the United 
States and Czechoslovakia 
had already lost their 
matches before the (earns 
lined up fur then national 
anthems. ‘I'he gliosts of 
I John McEnroe and Ivan 
I Lendl loomed large over 
! their younger and inexpcri- 
( enced counterparts. Tlie 
j youngsters could not hand¬ 
le the pressure and tlic 
outcome was one-sided vic¬ 
tories by the Swedes and 
the Australians. 



Tim Mayotte made his Davie Cup debut In front of the faratic Mexican crowds 
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AiMHalto** eaplain Nall FrawH’(toekted to UM the 
unmtflcttble wild • con called ra Cash, ranked number 80 in 

the world 


Once again, the United 
States became .the trend 
setter. The exclusion of 
John McEnroe from the 
squad was a bold measure. 
Less than live years ago, 
national associations used 
to beg top players to play 
Davis Cup. But superstars 
like Bjorn Borg and Jimmy 
Connors spurn it and low¬ 
er ranked players followed 
suit preferring prize money 
tournaments and exhibi¬ 
tions. Only one superstar 
had the courage and convic¬ 
tion to play for patriotism 
rather than pay cheques. 
His name John Patrick 
McEnroe Jr. The man cal¬ 
led “Superbrat” helped the 
United States to keep alive 
the Cup competition named 
after one of its own. 

Suddenly, the man who 
carried the country’s ban¬ 
ner successfully was pro¬ 
nounced a national disgrace 
and was ostracized from 
the team by an official 
under the influence of a 
commercial sponsor. 

US captaui Tom (Jorman 
wanted McEnroe to plav in 
Australia. In fact McEnroe 
had volunteered to do dou¬ 
bles duty in Mexico City, 
but Gorman pieferred to 
maintain the Ken Plach- 
Robert Seguso duo. McEn¬ 
roe was actually uncomfort¬ 
able to plav suigles on clay 
immediately after a long 
leave for absence from the 
circuit. He accepted Gor¬ 
man's decision, but volun¬ 
teered to play in Australia. 
US Tennis Association 
President Randy Gregson 
made sure that McEnroe 
was out of the team even 
before his first round match 
ag^st Annacone at the 
US (Jpen. Ironically, Anna- 
cone. who was awarded the 
tlurd singles berth in the 
team, eliminated McEnroe 
from llie Open. Gregson 
had his last laugh as he 
made sure that McEnroe 
and Peter Fleming were 
disqualified from the open¬ 
ing round of the doubles for 
showing up late. With Segu¬ 
so on the injury list. McEn¬ 
roe and Fleming woidd 




Mlloalav Macir failed to give Czachoalovakla that 
all Important lead agalnat the Swedes 


have been the logical 
choices for tte Australian 
grass. 

While McEnroe was ea- 
mr to play for his country, 
Ivan Lendl was totally un¬ 
willing to represent 
Czechoslovakia. Captain 
Jan Kodes, good friend of 
Lendl, wanted him to play. 
The Czech federation did 
not want to hear anything 
about it, even if Lendl was 
willing to play. Lendl made 
himself loud and clear in 
Australia soon after the 
semifinal round when he 
expressed his desire to 
play for the United States. 

M CENROE is sure to 
return to the squad 
immediately after the presi¬ 
dent elect of the US Tennis 
Association, Gordon 
Jorgensen succeeds Greg- 
son in March. Jorgensen 
has promised to give com¬ 
plete freedom to the cap¬ 
tain to chose the squad. In 
future, the role of the cap¬ 
tain ui team selection is 
going to become a crucial 
factor of the Davis Cup 
competition. Neil Fraser of 
Australia, Hans Olsson of 
Sweden and Raul Ramirez 
of Mexico have demons¬ 
trated the importance of 
captaincy in Davis Cup. 
The absence of superstars 
in the US, Czech and 
Swedish team during the 
1986 semis lias put the 
captaincy in the proper 
perspective. In years to 
come, the captain will be 
more than a towel boy to 
his players. 

Strategy will play a big 
role in future Daxis Cup 
ties. The tapiains must use 
the men at their disposal 
wth imagination and cour¬ 
age. Some element of risk 
takmg and the vision of the 
future wfll dictate the 
tine up. Kodes decided not 
to play experienced Tomas 
Smid in the singles and 
gave that spot to young 
Milan Srejber, who had 
created some fireworks at 
the US Open. He expected 
a better performance from 
US Open finalist Milo Slav 


Mecff. However, both his 
players folded under press¬ 
ure and lost their singles 
matches against second 
string Swedish players. In 
the absence of Mats Wilan- 
der who is on a two-month 
sabbatical and an injured 
Joakim Nystrom, Olsson 
decided to gamble with in¬ 
experienced and impulsive 
Kent Carlsson as the 
second singles player in¬ 
stead of a .safer Mikael 
Pernfors. Carlsson con¬ 
fused and confounded 
Mecir in the opening sing¬ 
les to give S,weden the adl 
imixirtant lead. 

Fraser decided to use his 
third ranked player, Pat 
Cash, as his trump card 
especially off court. Num¬ 
ber 73, Wally Masur, and 
number 78, John Fitz¬ 
gerald, gave way to num¬ 
ber 80, Cash, in the singles 


line up. Fraser knew that 
the man to save Australia 
was not 42-ranked Paul 
McNamee. It had to be the 
unpredicatable wild colt cal¬ 
led Cash. Australia got off 
to a great start 
McNamee resumed his 
overnif^t match at 1-2. hut 
reeled off 11 consecutive 
games to take the last two 
sets from number 12, Brad 
Gilbert. The match really 
made the difference. Cash 
lost- his first set in both 
singles, but managed to 
psych himself up for rte- 
ditaoie wins. 

Ethics is beginning to 

g 've way to combat spirit in 
avis Cup too. One of the 
biggest violations of the 
Davis Cup spirit occured in 
the Czechoslovakia- 
Sweden tie. The Swedes 
had already taken a 2-1 lead 
through Carlsson and Ste¬ 
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fan Edberg. On 'K, ismin- \ 
ing of tlie rever-’. ^luglt-s, ' 
Swedish captain Olsson . 
announced that he was sub ! 
stituting Mikael Pernfors 
for Carlsson, who hurl his 
back during an early mnni- I 
ing practice session, i 
However, Kodes was in ' 
formed only ten minutes i 
before the match that the j 
change in lineup has been > 
made. "I mu.st say I did not ( 
appreciate not being told 
about Carlsson’s iryury until 
ten minutes before the 
start of the match” he said. 

"I teel Hans Olsson should 
have informed us im¬ 
mediately after Ukuion was 
hurt during practice. I did 
not take that very well.” 

Luck of course plays a 
big part. In a way the 
Swedes were fortunate 
that neither Wilander nor 
Nystrom had to face Mecir, 
The Czech, knowTi in the 
circuit as the Swede killei. 
had demolished both of 
them at the US Ojx'ti and j 
some earlier Uximaments. i 
Pernfors also happened to j 
be better equipped to beat I 
Srejber's brand ol pla>. 

Expenence and home \ 
court advantage arc the ; 
Ingest variables m Davis i 
Cup ties. Thi' Australian ■ 
team had a cumulative tx , 
perience of tics ovei i 
seven x'ears, while tjic 
Americans had played a tot ' 
al of 12 over the past two ' 
years. Gilbert and Mavotte i 
had made then debuts in | 
Mexico City in the quarter- | 
final round and I'anl Anna , 
cone played his first match i 
with a partner with whom ; 
he had not teami-d up since : 
their junior days. Yet he j 
and Flacli maaiycd to over j 
come Cash and l-itzgerald 
in a five-hour five-setter, i 
Evidenth inexpenence and i 
Gilbert's mability on grass, \ 
cost tile Amencans the tie. 

But something lo ponder i 
over--the United States I 
has not played a .single ' 
Davis Cup match at home 
in the last three years. It , 
lias really hurt them. And . 
lx*,sides, It's grossly unfau. ; 
Georav N. George, N0w York 



Unique elaslir flabrir 

New Diuut-AHl SiiperSlreldi is 
maile ol a unique i>la.stjc- falini that 
slri'ichi's S<» It diH'sii't pull or hip 
when you move. Ifc-iul, streteh, flex 
It'.NSoeoiufortatileyoii won'l i ven h'cl 
It’s there 


WHSS on 


IT STBl 


Ideal for luieoN, elbows and 
linger Joints 

New Hand Aiil Su|M*rSuvt(ii is 
Kleal lor Jouils wluTe an oitlinary 
ilri'ssmg may slip or slufl oi come ofl 
Riuid Aid Siqs'iNUeii'h simply 
to stay on Iwuer 

8kln-roloured 

New Band Aid SiiiierStn'tch is 
skui-eoloumi so it d<H*sii't show 

Protects better, heals faster 
New Ham! Aid SuperStreli h 
stretches to stay on and protect youi 


(Ills tii‘*'ter. It contains a non .snuiim^ 
aiitisi'ptu itiat effi*cli\ely slueldsioiir 
<ut.s from miectjoii luid helps them 
heal lastei 

So till' iM'Xt I uiie yi lu j>e| ii cut I h.il 
luvils really slip proot protection, 
n>ach for a dri'ssiiij; that stays i m iM'tii'r, 

The uiiiqiie Band ,\jd Su|M‘rSir<‘lcti 

JiiUnt Aid Histt JiJiljhlo 
in sUtHidTli MU I 
tVsSOrltHi Mut 


New Band-Aid SnierStretch 
Stretches to protect better, heal faster. 



^oAtMOH <t4oA«MOH 


tiw> AM'AVn nUlSMlSi WTRAfi^UKHK.'df Htl<N*ulNA < *• • 


ObtA'TTAB 



TBST^^Hi&A^V^KAR 

AGAINST 

LAWSCS, AUSTRALIA IN TOE 
LAIE^XTIES.1NAN 
EXTENSIVE CONVEMAHON 
WTTO MUDAR PAHO^YA 
AMARNATH EXPLAINS WHY 
TOO MUCH UMIIED-OVERS 
CRICKET WILL HARM Ol® 

CRICKETERS; WHY THE RANH 
TROPHY SYSTEM NEEDS TO BE 
RESTRUCTURED AND HOW 
PEOPLE AROUND HIM CHANGE 
WHEN HE STOPS GETTING 

;runs 

“INDIAN CRICKETERS ARE 
NOT PROFESSIONALS” 




SPOKTSWORLD: What 
should he the equation be¬ 
tween limited-overs match¬ 
es and Tests? Should we 
play more Tests or more 
one-day games'^ 


advantat^e. When you are 
playing Test matches you 
adjust according to the 
situation of the game. In 
limiled'overs matches you 


have to score irrespective 
of tlte circumstances. So, 
when you play a limited- 


requires a sudden change in 
altitude. ITie Australians 
have done a good job m this 



cult to come back and win. 
if not level the senes. ’rhi.s 


is because the other side 


would not take chances. In 


a nve-Test scries vou al 


ways stand a chance of 
winning, even from liehind. 
(iower's England did it 
awinst us at home in 1984 
85. 1 also feel that one 


five-Test series in a season 


rouses more niterest than 


3 three-match series. 


now has the increase in 


limited-overs fixtures 
tweeted cricketers? Let us 
discuss the batsmen for a 


The batsmen are affected 


because of the itinerary. 
Haying a couple of one-day 
matches between Tests 


works to a batsm^i’s dis 



overs game and follow it up regard... they plav their 
immediately with a Test, it series of one-day ma.ches 

after all the Tests are over. 


The difference between 
Tests and limited-overs 
matches is one of attitude. 
Don't you think that our 
cricketers, professional as 
they are, should he qual¬ 
ified to adjust? 

I don’t think the Indian 
cricketers are prolessional.s 
al all. You can be a profes¬ 
sional only if you play crick¬ 
et all the year round. We 
don’t get paid well when we 
play domestic cncket...we 
get Rs 2(K) for playing in 
home matches. We are not 
professionals in that sense. 
Playing cncket is not our 
job all the time. We gel paid 
well only when we repre¬ 
sent our country. So, in a 
way, we are still amateurs. 

Yes, but how has too much 
of one-day cricket affected 
batsmen in general? 

We cannot imagine playing 
in Tests the shots we hit in 
limited-overs matches. In 
the last 10 overs, one tries 
to move away fhan the 
wicket and hit over cover, 
square leg or mid 














Cover 


wicket You even see such 
shots in Test matches. 
That is why the Indian bats¬ 
men are struggling at the 
moment We are paying 
too many limited-overs 
matches. The same applies 
to the Australians. 

Are tiure any strokes, not 
known or used till the bste 
Sixties, which hare 
emerged only because of 
the pndiferation in limited- 
overs matches? 

Fcff example, in a one-day 
game you have an ofi spin¬ 
ner pegging away on the 
leg stump to a 3-6 field. It is 
impossible to get runs on 
the leg side. You then try 
to leave your wicket and 
cut him through point or 
cover. The problem starts 
when you walk into a Test 
match and try to do the 
same. You start taking 
more chances in Tests than 
you would normally. 

Any player who typifies 
Ms... 

Azhar is one. He is a mar¬ 
vellous player, no doubt 
about it. Watch his feet 
when the spmncrs are 
bowling; they are running 
to the slips. Or when he 
tries to work a ball from 
outside the off stump to 
mid wicket. This is what 
you learn in one-day crick¬ 
et. where the mam objec¬ 
tive is scoring runs. That is 
why the division of the two 
series of matches m an 
itinerary wiD help in impro¬ 
ving the standard of bat¬ 
ting, Batsmen will be less 
confused; they will not try 
one-day strokes in Test 
matches. 


Digressing here, don’t you 
think having differerd sides 
for Tests and one-day 
matches (with only a few 
common players) would 
help in solving the problem 
to a large extent? 

Yes, but what 1 would want 
to ask is; do we have that 


In 
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I don’t think the Indian cricketers 
are professional at an. You can be a 
professional only if you play cricket 
all the year round. We don’t get paid 
well when we play domestic 
cricket...we get Rs 200 for playing 
in home matches. 


many top class playiTs in 
India who can be .selected 
only for Tests or one-day 
games? You would need at 
least 22 players to bt gin 
with. 


On the whole, you fed that 
the Hoard is indirectly to 
blame for... 

Not that the Board is to 
blame; it is merely a sug- 


MY FIVE GREATEST INNINGS 

1. 90 and UK>at Forth versus. Australia 1977-78. 

2. 101 not out against Kallicliaran’s West Indies, 
Kanpui, 1979-80. 

3. 109 not out against Fakistan, Lahore, 1982-8;i. 

4. 116 against West Indies, St John's, 1982-83 

5. 90 against West Indies, third Test, 1982-83. 


gestion that Tests and one- 
day matches should be 
separated. Perhaps they 
could finalise itineraries in 
consultation with the Indian 
capt^ You can imaf^ 
playing in September with 
no break in between, espe- 
crdly in Madras where it is 
difficult for both sides. 
Then you have a day’s 
break before playing a li¬ 
mited-overs game in 
Hyderabad. How can the 
idayers be expected to per¬ 
form well? After all, we are 
also human. You cannot 
give 100 per cent all the 
time. It is not giKxl for 
cricket. 

How does limited-overs 
erieket affect bowlers? 

For example, in five-day 
matches you will find our 
medium pacers trying to 
swing the ball a lung, long 
way because they want to 
plan and get the batsmen j 
out You cannot afford to do 
this in one-day cricket be¬ 
cause you are mainly trying 
to amtain and not gel the 
batsmen ouL Bowlers do 
not swing the ball in li¬ 
mited-overs matches as 
much as they do in Tests. 
Kapil Dev is one such 
bowler. 

How has limited-overs 
cricket affected spinners? 

In oiic-day games you ^ve 
to bowl light and strait. 
You are not wanting to 
‘buy’ wickets. In a Test, 
the same spinner will fli^t 
tile ball, give a few runs 
away and then try to get 
the batsman to commit an 
error. Just watch Maninder 
in a one-day match; he wifl 
usually bowl flat and 
strai^t, imparting no spin 
at times. His ‘loop' could 
perhaps reappear in the 
kmger game. 

Has too much of ttmited- 
evers cricket taken toll of 
any particular spinner: 
Siva, for example? He is 
today more restrictive than 
des^ctive.... 
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Not qate. Siva n irainty 
lacking confidence. He’s 
stiD a good bowler. In 
at nets he bowls much bet¬ 
ter than he does m the 
nuddle. If you hit him for 
two fours in a match, he 
will pack up shop and try to 
contain the batsman. What 
he needs is a lot of hard 
work—and support. 

Don't yon think that the 
stamtard of fielding has 
improved because of loo 
much limhed-overs crick* 
et? What was the standard 
when you made your Test 
debut in 1969-70? 

We had some good 
close-in fielders m those 
days, not outfielders. Play¬ 
ers weren’t much con¬ 
cerned abocil fitness then. 
To te honest, we would 
not even exercise before a 
rame! I remember on my 
TMt debut. 1 went to the 
dressing room and was 
straight out on the field! 
Nowadaygt|4a|pend an hour 
at nets n^pinothei hour 
loosening qp. We have to 
work harder during the off¬ 


iratehes one tries to incive away 
from the wicket and hK over cover, 
point, square ieg or mid wicket. You 
even see sudi shots inTest 
matches. That is why Indian 
hatsmen are strugriing at the 
moment. We are pla^ng too many 
limitecMivers matches. 


season. On the overall, fit¬ 
ness and fielduig have both 
come a krng way since the 
Sixties. In India, however, 
there is a slight problem as 
the grounds are not as good 
as Uiey are abroad. Our 
fielding has been better 
when we have gone 
abroad. 

SPORTSWORLD: You 
have been playing cricket 
in India for approximately 
17-1H years. One aspect 
you might have noticed is 
the continuing neglect of 
domestic cricket. Our ma¬ 
jor performers in the 
domestic circuit are not 
even talked about. On the 


other hand, the fiavaskars, 
the Amarnaths and the 
Vengsarkars are being 
blown out of proportion at 
the expense of our domestic 
cricketers. 

MOHINDER AMAR- 
NATH: Personally, I feel 
that we do not play too 
much domestic cricket. 
Our season normally starts 
ui October. We play four 
Ranji Trophy games—I am 
leaving aside Duleep 
matches—before getting a 
break for three months. If 
you are playing for a poor 
side you just play those 
four matches a season, 
irrespective of the fact diat 


you are a very good player, 
nie format at the moment 
is that if you have six teams 
in a zone, you play five 
matches on a league basis 
before the top two can 
qualify for the knockout 
stage. Instead of this, the 
top 10 teams in the country 
should play amongst them¬ 
selves on a league basis, 
even perhaps by splitting 
into two groups of five 
each. If you can organise 
Duleep Trophy also on a 
league basis, then a player 
could get 12-13 matches in 
a season to prove himself. 
It will be difficult not to spot 
talent if a player is good 
enough. Under the present 
system, there is no opjwr- 
tumty to prove one’s ability 
if your side fails to qualify. 
'The majority of the players 
selected get all the atten¬ 
tion only in the semi-finaP 
final stages. Nobody is 
bothered as to how many 
runs he might have scored 
before that. 

Can you name a couple 
of players who m^ld have 
mffend because ef dm? 




I was 67 at the end off file fourth day 
of the Lahore Test in 1982-83. Dad 
came and told me, ^usaularde, 
bas. Aur m^u kui^ nahin chmda,'^ 
When I did get my hundred, he 
distributed sweets in Lahore. 


Arun Lai. 1 still feel that 
he is a gotxl player, but he 
plays for a weak zone. 
They qualify for the knock¬ 
out stage but lose the first 
game. He doesn’t get any 
other oppt^rtunity to prove 
himself. II he doesn’t get 
runs in those two matches, 
he IS not in the reckoning at 
all. V. Sivaramakrishnan 
was another promising 
batsman who suffered simi¬ 
larly. Some Punjab cricke¬ 
ters have also been over¬ 
looked tlirough lack of exp¬ 
osure. 

How many domestk 
matches have you played in 
the. last few yews? 

Nothing really. I have 
just played in the kniKkout 
stage. 1 don’t get time to 
play the league matches. 1 
feel that if we could reorga¬ 
nise the Ranji Trophy to 
the league system in the 
second stage, we Test 
players could always go 
track and play more domes¬ 
tic cridtet when the Tests 
are not on. 

That brings us back to 


your suggestion of playing 
one full Test series a 
season. 

'ITiat’s it: we can plan our 
season well. If your domes¬ 
tic calendar started in Octo¬ 
ber—.September is not the 
right time—we could play 
four or five first-class 
matches before the Tests. 
I think the Board should not 
postpone the domestic sea¬ 
son when organising Tests. 
It’s not the right thing. 

For Test teams chosen in 
September, the criterion 
often is the player's form in 
the previous season. 

The last Test in Bombay 
started on 15 October. lie- 
fore tiat the ‘Deihi versus 
Australia’ match started on 


10 October. The team for 
the third Test was 
announced after the* second 
Test but before the Baroda 
game. So it made no differ¬ 
ence whether a player 
scored 100 or 200 in the 
Baroda match against the 
Australian bowling; he 
would not have been 
selected either way. He 
could at the most wail for 
the next Test series, some 
two months away! 

Another point that 1 
would like to make is that 
we are playing so much of 
first-class cricket that if one 
IS going through a bad patch 
it IS difficult to get any 
match practice. As a result, 
there is limited opportunity 
ir trying to figure out as to 
what is wrong. Take 
Vishy’s examine; he had a 


bad series in Pakistan in 
1982-83. He didn’t go to 
West Indies and played for 
a aiuple of seasons after 
that. But he never got the 
opportunity to prove him¬ 
self again and gel into the 
team. 

Let us lake your own 
example. You played ver¬ 
sus Australia at Baroda. 
You are not staking a claim 
for a Test place as you have 
already been selected. 
Shouldn’t your place have 
been utUised for some de¬ 
serving youngster to prove 
himself? 

Yes. but, on the other 
hand, I was representing 
my State. 1 could have been 
rested but I preferred 
some match practice before 
the Bombay Test. 

Do you feel that the play¬ 
ers at the domestic level are 
underpaid? 

Definitely. There is a big 
dispanty in playing fw your 
country and for your State. 
I play for Delhi and am paid 





TIm team for the thiitl Ti»st was 
announced after the second Test but 
before the Baroda game. So it made 
no difference whether a player 
scored 100 or 200 in the Baroda 
mateh i^inst the Australian 
bowling; he would not be selected 
either way. 


A * , 

ttiSOOaday, IstiDfeelitis 
; yemtk. IncideiitaDy, whan 
Imde my debut for Punjab 
kitbe Sixties 1 was paid Rs 
25 for the entire match! I 
fed'it is hi^ time we had 
sponsors coming into 
domestic cricket in a big 
way. We are well looked 
alter by the UDCA, but 
what about cricketers from 
Hankchal Pradesh or J&K? 

How doyom trmlform 
dommtie match? 

By train. 

Fint-elaa or...? 

Fnt-dass. But 1 dm’t 
know adietlier all the other 
teams travel first-cbss 
or not 1 remember that 
when 1 used to pby for 
Punjab, we used to travel 
by second or third-class. 
Instead of the association 
payjhg first-class cricketers 
th^ aOowances, it is iugh 
time the Board did some¬ 
thing about it 

Yam hare no crowds at 
at for the domestic match- 
ee, white you could get a 
house at the Eden Gar¬ 
dens for a Test mattih. 

Pec^ gcmrally prefer 
watch^ cricketers from 
abroad. At the domestic 
level you may get a decent 
turnout if two top teams 
are participating. For a UP- 
Haryana match there could 
be a crowd of sorts, but 
0 ^ because of Kapil’s par- 
ticipation. If you play at the 
smidler centres you get a 
better response, though 
they would probably come 
to see the cricketers, not 
the cricket. 

And in Test matches? 

Fifty per cent come to 
watch the match proper. 
The rest to fulfil a social 
obligation and meet friends. 
They certainly do not come 
to watch ball-to-bail 
cricket 


we hare proved is that our 
international calendar 
flourishes at the expense of 
our domestic season. In 
this connection, aren’t we 
also overdoing our interna¬ 
tional commitments? The 
current season began in 
early September and shall 
end in mid-April. What 
effect is this likely to have 
on our cricketers? 

Assummg that the Sn 
Lankan series comes 
through. I f^ we will all be 


very tired by the time the 
Pakistanis come to India. 
And one-day matches will 
be more exacting, physical¬ 
ly and mentally. You are 
expected to give more than 
100^ in one-day games. 
I'o lop It, you need some 
time to recover from the 
fatigue. We experienced 
this m Australia in 1985-86; 
we used to play day/night 
games and finish around 
10.30/11 pm. It used to be 
midnight by the time wc 
would reach our hotel. 


Next morning at 7 o'clock 
we would take the fkght out 
for the other match. Take 
into account the tune differ¬ 
ence; we would have to 
walk in for nets at the other 
venue. If there were no 
nets we would still be tired 
before the match. You need 
at least two days of rest 
after’each one-day game. 

You mentioned th/U we 
will be very tired by the 
time the Pakistanis come. 
Now let us take into 
account your mental state 
by end-February. Are all 
your motions going to be 
mechanical by then? 

It could, but only if you 
had to play all the one-day 
matches m addition to the 
Tests. Only few cricketers 
will probably be asked to do 
duty in both. Nevertlieless, 
11 Tests a season is quite a 
lot and if somebody fmls m 
one or two games he 
should not be Uirown out. 
People expect too much at 
times. When you start fail¬ 
ing, quite a few reasons can 
be made to crop up over¬ 
night. For example, people 
are now saying that Azhar’s 
nght hand is workfag more 
than his left. The day he 
gets runs they will say that 


FIVE GREATEST (NNINGS SEEN 

1. Kapil Dev’s 175 not out against Zimbabwe. 1983. 

2. Gavask^'s 221 against Erif^and, The Oval. 1979. 
3; VisbwanaUi’s 97 versus West Indies, Madras. 

1974^75. 

4. IT BoBtam'k 149 not out versus Australia, Leeds, 

5. Viv^Kicbaitis'1^2 versus India, Delhi. 1974-75. 


SPOHTSWOHLD: Whed 












nis technique is alright. 

Yes, but we were trying 
to arrive at the end- 
Fehruary effect. Have you 
ever in your career felt that 
you had had too much of 
the game for a particular 
period of time? 

Not quite. 1 think that the 
reason is mainly because 1 
have not been regularly 
picked for one-day matches 
and Tests alongside. I won¬ 
der how some of my col¬ 
leagues, who play five days 
in Madras and then a li¬ 
mited-overs match in 
Hyderabad, are feeling. 

SPORTSWORLD: You 
have made many a com¬ 
eback to the Indian side. 
What has been your 
motivation—the striving to 
do well because there is 
fame at the other end. Or 
has it been money? 

Honestly, 1 take it as it 
comes. 1 do not think of the 
past or the future. It’s no 
point saying that you have 
scored 200 in the last 
series when you realise ful¬ 
ly well that the next two 
failures could see you ex¬ 
cluded. Therefore, 1 take 
every game as a challenge. 


There was this feHow whose iiMty 
we had gone to during the series 
aninst the West Indies in 1983-M. 
In the midst off a conversation, he 
mentfoned that I must be quite 
satisffied as I had made a lot off 
money. He said that I had made Rs 
eight lakhs ffor scoring those zeroes! 


Treating my career on a 
match-to-match basis 
makes me more deter¬ 
mined. 

Do you set toilets...a fifty 
to start with. Then, 
perhaps, a century. 

Firstly. I do not want to 
fail. To achieve this, I try to 
stay at the wicket for as 
long as possible. If you 
stand at the wicket for four 
hours or so, you are bound 
to get runs. 


Visualise that the Indtan 
openers have gone in to bat 
and you are one-drop. How 
are you psychologically 
placed at that time? 

Very relaxed as a matter of 
fact, joking and talking. 1 
watch one or two overs of 
the openers batting, pre- 
femng it ‘live’ rather than 
on TV. 1 mainly look out for 
two things; i) how the wick¬ 
et IS behaving, ii) the quali¬ 
ty of bonding. It helps you 
in planning your innings. 


THE FIVE GREATEST MATCHES 
I HA\^ PLAYED IN 

1. Versais Australia Madras, 1969-70. 

2. Versus West Indies, Port-of-Spai(pi, third Test, 
1S75-76. 

a 06ihi verkus K^mtaka Raiqi final, 1981-82. 

4. Prfiden^Ctip final, 1983. , 

5. England, Lord's, 19w, 


When I am in the middle, 1 
*tell myself that the cut has 
to be avoided whether 1 am 
0 or 100, as 1 cannot play 
the stroke well 

Do you keep to a eertaim 
'code ef conduct’ in the 
middk? 

I tdl myself two things 
eaHy on: i) play strai^t, n) 
leave all baUs going oatside 
the off stunq). I. dm’t mind 
scoring 20 runs in two 
hours for a start, as kmgns 
1 am in there. 1to make 
sure that I am ndddlmg the 
ball well.. 

/ am sorry to interruul, bat 
I remetnber you naving 
been quoted at saying once 
that your priorify is *llew 
you meet Ae ball and how 
you strike it’. Would you 
elaborate 

Critks sometimes talk of 
stances, open, closed or 
adiatever. Wh^ I had an 
open stance they kept 
saying that my tat was 
coming down from guDy or 
point, which is why 1 was 
TCtting out fOT poor scores. 
My point is: it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter where <me stands or 
where one’s bat comes 
down firom as long as one 
keeps middling it. T used to 
bat with an open chested 
stance earlier on in the 
domestic matches. When I 
went to play in the Leagues 
abroad, I was approadied 
by our club supporter. He 
asked: “What guard do you 
take?” I replied that 1 usual¬ 
ly asked for a leg stump. 
He suggested that I ask for 
'middle stump* the next 
time 1 went to bat Since 1 
was getting no runs any¬ 
way, 1 de^ed to experi¬ 
ment 1 got 700 runs in the 
next 6 games! 

You have been known to 
lake baOs on the body etuiy 
on in the innings,.. 

It’s like this; whatever 1 
am hit on the body it sort of 
wakes me ig>. It makes me 
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more deterniined to stay at 
the crease. I get to concen¬ 
trate better. f)f course, itie 
ddivery should rx)t lie loo 
iast! I remember MarshaB 
hitting me in Wesi Indies; 1 
got 90-odd aflfi lliat. 

Do you psyche youneff 
when Uu bowler $s ruHmimg 
\ in? 

Yes; I teli myself that 'I am 
not to get out this 
l)air. It makes me more 
dctemiuied and confident 

Do you plan innings in 
instalments, say, of 25 runs 
each? 

No. 

Do you look at iho 
scoreboard when you are 
battiHg? 

1 do. 

Is batting on 95 any 
rent from batting on 35? 

Not quite. I play my nonnal 
game. I’erhaps 1 don't take 
as many risks tn the nine¬ 
ties. 

What exactly is a ‘lapse in 
concentration’? Is it think¬ 
ing about the party last 
night or shopping with 
your wife on tite rest day, 
when you should be wor¬ 
rying about the next ball? 

1 don't thiidi; you have that 
much time to think when 
you are faring somebody 
wIk) is 90 mph! But let me 
explain...you are IlO-odd 
and you come back for 
lunch. On resumption, you 
hit a foiu' and suddenly you 
are overconfident. "This 
bowler can't get me out.” 
you leD yourself. Then you 
start playing many siiokes; 
there i.s a shift in attitude. 
That is wluit would bt' clas¬ 
sified as ‘a lapse kt concen- 
tratkm.' On o^r occa 
sions, you mi^ tuive got 
SO. You tell yourself that 
you are safe for the next 
matdL And then Jiwi ^t 



I play for DeM and am paid Rs 300a 
day. I atM ffeal it is peanuts. 
Inddentaliy, srhen i made my debut 
for Punjab in the Sixties i was paid 
Rs 25 for the entire match! i fe^ it is 
high time we had sponsors coming 
into the game m a big way. 


out; it explains why many 
batsmen get out after 
reaching their centuries. 

There is aaothercliche:‘the 
learning process’. After 
having been in the game 
for nearly 20 years, what 
else is there to be learnt? 

Tlie way to respond to 
situations. You are 140 for 
four at the end of the 45th 
over and chasing a target of 
220; do you go for singles 
at that stage or slog.’ This 
IS where you learn as more 
such circumstances crop 
up. Take the Madras Test 
for example. If we had had 
a more experienced player 
he wouldn't have tried to 
hit over the top. 1 am not 
blaming Chetan (Sharma), 


but liere is where experi¬ 
ence counts. 

SPORTSWORLD: You 
were tipped as India’s fu¬ 
ture captain after the 
Prudential Cup, when you 
were Kapil’s deputy. -Yet 
you were never made one. 
Firstiy, did you look for¬ 
ward to being captain? 
Secondly, do you feel it 
would have been occon^- 
nied by too many worries? 

The only time when I 
thouj^t that I had a chance 
of being nominated captain 
was before the World 
Championship in 1985. 
Quite a few contenders had 
been mentioned; 1 was 
among them. But I was not 
disappointed when Gavas- 


I kar was chosen to lead, 
i As far as more respcoisi- 

{ bilities are amcemed. I 
don't think they would have 
been burdening. For exam¬ 
ple, the players don’t have 
to be told v^t to do. And, 
perhaps spending a bit of 
time with the Press after 
play wouldn’t have been a 
problem. If I had the oppor- 
I tunity of beocming captain, 

- 1 would have enjoyed it. It 

would have been a great 
honour. 

The relationship between 
the Press and the players 
has been debated often. Do 
you feel idayers should be 
allowed to write columns 
and books? 

1 think the players should 
be allowed to write. They 
know the game much bet¬ 
ter than the press, to be 
very hoiMst 

Let us say that yam are 
wrongly gyven oat. You 
write about it in yaeu col¬ 
umn and it creates a con¬ 
troversy. You are accused 
of doing cricket a disser¬ 
vice. If you don’t write 
about the decision, yam ore 
not being fair to your pap¬ 
er. How can a player do 
justice to both? 

If 1 get the opportunity to 
write, I will make sure that 
1 don't question the 
umpire's decision. 

You are not questioning, 
you are merely slating a 
fact. 

Perhaps, I will say that I 
was nut out, but that such 
decisions are part of the 
game. An umpire can never 
be totally correct but 1 
would not say that he was 
wrong eidier. 

And yes, players also know 
the game better, as you 
said. 

Playing the game and writ¬ 
ing about it are two difie- 
rent things. A pressman is 



Critics so^te^^mes taSk of stances, 
open, closed or whatever. When I 






often sitting 150 yatds from 
the wicket The piayw is in 
a better position to see 
exactly what happened. 
Often I have heard omi- 
mentators say, "The bats¬ 
man went forward and baD 
hit his pad” whereas it was 
exactly the opposite! 
Cricketers writing books 
should not make any differ¬ 
ence either. 

The crUieism t^ainst press¬ 
men of late has been that 
they report off-field inci¬ 
dents. But cricketers can be 
accused of the same iMitg. 


The allegation by Gavaskar 
in his book diat you had 
not shared the prize money, 
for example. 

1 don't know because I 
haven't read the book. 1 
wouldn’t want to comment 
on it. 

You played your first Test 
in the late Sixties. How 
would you compare the 
adulation that you received 
as a Test cricketer then to 
what it is now? 

Players like Pataudi, En¬ 
gineer, Bedi and Prasanna 
were the stars in those 
days. Cricketers today, 
however, are far bigger 
names and more easily rec¬ 
ognised. This is because of 
Uk relay of Hindi commen- 
ta^ on AIR. Description of 
cricket in the local kmguage 
took the game to about 
75% of the population. In 
the early Sixties, we oiUy 
had En^sh commentary. 
Very few people could fol¬ 
low the game. If you go toa 
paanwallah today, he will 
I^bably argue why a par¬ 
ticular cricketer is or is not 
in tlK team.- If the same 
paanwallah ' tunes in to En¬ 
glish commentary, he will 
at the most be able to pick 
only the scores! So the 
cSference between the Six¬ 
ties aid now is that the 
game has reached the mas¬ 
ses. If I take a walk down 












MY FIVE 

THE FIVE 

GREATEST 

GREATEST 

FIELDERS 

BOWLERS FACED 

1. Viv Richards. 

1. EAS Prasanna 

2. E. Solkar. 

2. Imran IQian. 

3. MAK Pataudi. 

3.'AndyRoberte. 

4. Kapil Dev. 

4. Malcolm Marshall 

5. CG Greenidge. 

5. Richard Hadlee/Kapil Dev. 


the road I would be easily 
recognised. This could be 
due to the extensive televi¬ 
sion coverage as well as the 
amount of international 
cricket that we are playing. 
1 suppose it is also because 
we have done well in li¬ 
mited-overs games in the 
last three years. Every¬ 
body wants to play cricket 
m India now. 

You have been dropped 
from the /ndia team quite a 
few times. How does your 
world change from success 
to failuref 

It’s quite a difference. 
When you are doing well, 
people want to know you. 
Whra you begin to feil, the 


same people refuse to ack¬ 
nowledge you. It is only 
wiien you are down in the 
dumps that your true 
friends emerge. And when 
you make a comeback, they 
reappear reaffirming that 
they always had coiffidence 
in you. There was this fel¬ 
low vdiose party we had 
gone to during the series 
against the West Indies in 
1983-84. in the midst of a 
conversation, he men¬ 
tioned that I must be quite 
satisfied as I had made a lot 
of money. I couldn’t under¬ 
stand, so I asked him what 
he meant. He said that I 
had made Rs. eight lakhs 
for scoring those zeroes! 1 
thou^t it was ridiculous; 
mv failing delffierately to 


i ' make numey. Hf wouldn’t 
have taken the liberty of, 
telling me so had I been 
I doing well. 

You are fairly reserved. In 
fact, I have never seen you 
Htow much emotion. Tell 
me, have you ever lost your 
temper on the field? 

I generally haven’t, with 
one exception thou^ De¬ 
lhi was laying Tamil Nadu. 
T.E. Srinivasan batted but 
when it was his turn to field 
he stayed back in the pavi¬ 
lion even though there was 
nothing wrong with him. 
He came out to bat in the 
second innings and hit five 
fours at the start. I was 
wild; I abused him, for the 
only time in my career. 
Generally my ph^sophy is 
simple: ‘Why lose one’s 
cool?' You oi^ upset your¬ 
self and. as a consequence, 
spoil your own chances. If 
Chetan (Sharma) had not 
lost his temper during the 
dying moments of the l^d- 
ras Test, we might have 
won the Test. 

SmRTSWORLD: What is 
the origin of your nick¬ 
name ‘Jimmy'? 

It was my father’s deriva¬ 
tion. He probably found 
‘Mohinder’ a bit difficult to 
pronounce! Surinder is 
kiwwn as ‘Tommy’ and Ra- 
jinder as ‘Johnny’. It may 
have been bom out of con¬ 
venience. 

t What is the reason behind 
your keepii^ a red hand¬ 
kerchief in your hip pocket 
while playing? 

I It’s been lucky for me. My 
; dad used to keep it in tus 
1 pocket; Surinder and I 
i copied hiitL Maybe, dad 
- just wanted to be different 
; from the others. 

I 

- What is Uie extent of your 
t father’s uffluence over you 
I and your abHityf 

3 

I Everything. Whatever 1 
; have adiKved is because of 
-> him. I have photographs of 
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I stM feel Arun Uri is a gcKMl p^er, 
but he plays for a weak zone. They 
qualify for the knockout stage but 
lose the first game. He doesn^t get 
any other oiqiortunity to prove 
himself. If he doesn’t get runs in 
those two matches, he is not in the 
reckoning at all. 
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myKlf, aged 5 or 6, with a 
bat in my hand. We used to 
go to see him play, thfiugh I 
cannot reccdlect any fiar- 
ticular instance, except in 
1964 when lie played lor 
the NDF and scored Mfm 
runs. 

Did your studies suffer? 

Yes. If I had an examina¬ 
tion. I would probably 
spend the previous day 
playing cricket. Even if we 
hiiled, dad would never say 
anything. I was very poor 
in studies and failed a num¬ 
ber of tunes. Dad never 
said a word, thou|^ he 
wanted us to possess basic 
degrees at least, 

I remember playing a 
Ranji game against Rail¬ 
ways. 1 got out for 0 and 
Surinder also failed to 
score. Dad was very upset 
He nevertheless said, 
“Never mind, I think you 
boys get nervous when 1 
am around. 1 won't come 
again, so you play your 
normal game.” In the 
second innings, we both 
got a pair again. Sunnder 
didn't have the courage to 
face dad. So I went in first 
He asked me what had 
happened. “We lost,” 1 
said. He wasn't interested 
in the match. "What was 
your performance?" he 
asked. I told hini. He asked 
about Surinder. I told him. 
Dad was wild. He didn't hit 
me but. 

Did he ever resort to cor- 
porai punishment? 

Yes, Dad was away for a 
month on a tour of Pakistan 
in 1960. I hated studies, so 
Sunnder and 1 would leave 
home in school uniform. 
We would sneak away to 
tlie Birla Mandir for a cou¬ 
ple of hours and go to a 
movie around noon. We 
would return home by 4 
pm, beliaving as if iKittung 
lud happened. One day we 
took our younlj^t brother 
into coniidepce- When dad 
returned t^lhe tour, the 
first thing he (fid was to 


‘leak' the .set ret Dad w.is 
very tired after the long 
louriicy. He flew into a rage 
and gave us a giMxl pasting. 

You benefited from his 
advice in Pakistan in 19112- 
83 when Imran Khan was 
wreaking havoc. 

1 was 67 at the end of the 
fourth diiy in the fu'st Test 
.It I>ahore. He came and 
told me, 'Tu sau kar de. 


b;t^. Aur niainu kuch nahtn 
chaida" When 1 did gel my 
hundred, he distributed 
sweets in Laliore. Wlien 
we went to Karachi for the 
second Test, the first thing 
that he came up and said 
was. "Don't let the ball hit 
vour pads, ^'ou are among 
the runs and they are 
scared of you.” True 
enough, in both innings of 
that game I was given out 
leg before! He wasn't dis¬ 
appointed; he only said that 


he knew what to expect 
fircHii those people. | 

His other piece of advice 
helped me in tackling Im¬ 
ran. Imran was swin^ng it 
a long way, mainly bringing 
diem in. Dad advised me to 
|day him on the front foot, 
half-cock rather, without 
onninitting oneself totally. 
To play back was to ccnruiut 
oneself on the Pakistani 
tracks which were general¬ 
ly good for batting. Going 
onto the firont fcxit gave me 
more time to adjust to the 
swing. 

1 have always gone to 
him with technical prob¬ 
lems; I remember 1 was 
doing very badly against 
the West Indians in 1983- 
84. I just couldn’t manage 
to score. 1 almost felt that 
even an average club bow¬ 
ler could have got me out at 
that stage. I went to dad for 
advice. Was my stance faul¬ 
ty? Was the bat coming 
down from gully? He dis¬ 
missed all the technical jar¬ 
gon with just one word: 
“Confidence”. He said that 
it was the only thing that 1 
was lacking and advised me 
to try and hit the ball. 

What was your level of 
confidence during that bad 
patch? 

It looked as if a bowler 
merely had to bowl a 
straight one to get me out! 
My feet weren't moving at 
all. The reason can be 
traced back to the series 
against Pakistan in Septem¬ 
ber. I took time to get set 
early on and since the 
matches continued without 
a break, I didn't get a 
chance to worit my prob¬ 
lems out at nets. Moreov¬ 
er, 1 wasn't keeping too 
well. 

Any taker anecdote of your 
father’s thta you might re¬ 
member? 

1 came to know during the 
Calcutta Test of 19^-70 
that I had been selected for 
the last Test at Madras. 
My Test debut! I think dad 
was more elated at my 
selection than I was! 






Himalayan Rally '86‘ 


Nelissen Wins on protesl 

Pkudeep Paul reports on a slightly unusual Himalayan Rally 


A siX'day stubble set 
the rallyists apart 
' fr(nn the rest 01 the junta as 
the seventh Himalayan rally 
drew to a close at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru stadium, 
New DeSii. It was a stubble 
diat was encrusted with the 
grii^ of 2,840 kms of dare¬ 
devil driving over the high¬ 
est mountain ranges in the 
world, it was also a stubble 
that worked its way out of 
sunken cheeks that had 
sacrificed menialities like 
food and rest for all of six 
days. But it was a stubble 
worn with pride. With as 
much pride as the colourful 
garlands that hung round 
their necks. 

Even as the cars roared 
their way up the ramp for 
the flag-in, one could not 
help but wonder whether 
the absence of Jayant Shah 
had robbed this year’s rally 
of some of its glamour. 
With his total dominance of 
the rally for the past four 
years, Shah’s inability to 






A competitor negoti* 
ales a bend In a cloud of 
duet while (Inaet) the 
care are for once 8tation> 
ary at Nainital 








awasaki-Bajaj KB 100 

You can also ride it to work. 
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Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100. 

The toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. Japanese technoloqv 
effectively adapted for Indian roads. 

The longest wheel base, widest tyre size and its sturdy frame double cradlinq 
the 100 cc engine ensure perfect stability. 

Telescopic front forks with the longest travel and rear shock absorbers adjust¬ 
able to suit individual preference make the ride royally smooth 

,,. ®xtra large brake drum makes stopping more efficient and ensures safe 
handling. 

The high ground clearance and a fully enclosed carburettor combat bad roads 
monsoon conditions and dust infiltration. 

Among the other features exclusive to the KB 100 is a rotary disc valve for 
better pick-up and thrust ftom a standing start. A tachometer to hi^ select the right 
^r for maximum fuel economy. The brightest lighting equipment — .a oowe^ 
3I5W headlight and 21W direction indicatcMrs and tail stc^ Sg^ — ,, 
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to enable you to see and be seen on the darkest night. And a special 
parking light. 

The KB 100 is brought to you by Bajaj, India's premier two and 
three-wheeler company, and Kawasaki, the Japanese high technology giant. 
Kawasaki has nailed history to its door by making the fastest 
motorcycle in the world. 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of Bajaj's 
Countrywide network of sales, service and spare parts dealers. At each 
I cerjtre, mechanics specially trained at the factory ensure that your 
rnotorcycle is maintained in prime condition, ■ 

Ride the Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100 and you'll appreciate why 
you just can't beat a Bajaj. 
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defend his title did hav<- its 
effect on the rails-. fVnpIe 
wondered wiiethcr ii was 
s^ked off by hj,s uliserva- 
tions last yeai' that the rally 
is too dangerous and one 
really goes into almost ev¬ 
ery bend unaware of what 
to ex|)ecf. Rumours were 
also rife lhai Shah had 
stayed away merely to @ve 
anothei rallyist a chance. 
Kvenlually as it turned out, 
and none ttxi soon, the 
llinialayan Rally organisers 
paid heed to the words of 
past competitors and re¬ 
duced the overall speed of 
this year's rally. While this 
may still not give the Indian 
competitors much of a win¬ 
ning chance, it is effective 
in making the rally much 
safer. 

Another place where the 
rally organisers have paid 
some attention to the sug¬ 
gestions given by earlier 
rallyists is the Jalorie Pass. 
One of the most difficult 
areas of the rally. Jakaie's 
steep ascent often had the 
co-driver putting his shoul¬ 
der to the grind even as his 
driver gunned the motor in 
first gear. 

Accepting that the Jalorie 
Pass was going to pose 
severe problems especially 
if the weather failed to hold 
out. the organising commit¬ 
tee originally decided to 
change the approach to the 
10,000-feet Pass from Nar- 
khanda to Manali. This 
switching of sides would 



A competitor revs his engine and begins his 
crossing of the Lachuwlala river 


have made things shghtly 
easier for the rallyists, 
white still ensuring that the 
danger factor was not total¬ 
ly lost. But as things turned 
out, the Jalorie Pass had to 
remain a silent spectator as 
the eventual routing took 


the rallyists via Pandoh and 
Charkufri instead of Banjar 
where they would have en¬ 
countered the arduous 
climb. 

With or without Jalone, 
the Himalayan Rally has 


A fsw locsi inhabitants watch In aws as a car whizzes by 








enou^ up its sleeve to 
surprise even the best driv¬ 
ers. And as if to prove this, 
the rally took out some of 
the top contenders in the 
early stages itself. Rajeev 
Khanna doesn’t seem to 
have learnt from his experi¬ 
ence last year (he bust an 
engine valve while comfort¬ 
ably in the lead in the third 
leg) and seized the engine 
of his Open Manta in the 
first leg of the rally. Cer¬ 
tainly no believer in the 
conservation factor, Khan¬ 
na really lets loose from the 
word ‘go’. Yet one certainly 
expects drivers team from 
their mistakes, especially in 
the case of Rajecv Khanna. 
Last year, all he had to do 
was coast through till tiie 
chequered flag, but incited 
by his impending success, 
Khanna wrecked his car 
and with that his chance of 
glory. This time he W'as the 
statistic to prove the de¬ 
manding nature of the first 
leg. 

In fact, so confident 
were the organisers about 
their first leg that they 
were caught unawares 
when 62 cars made it 
through to Nainital. Im¬ 
agine their discomfiture 
when It was revealed that 
there were insufficient 
bookings made at the hotel 
in Nainital where the ral- 
lyists were supposed to 
stay. Six year’s experience 
or not, you cannot bungle 
like this and expect world 
championship status that 
the Himalayan Rally covets 
so dearly. 

If the Himalayan missed 
out on Jayant Slrah’s exper¬ 
tise over the treacherous 
mountain ranges, there 
was welcome addition to 
the quality of rally cars on 
show. White the field so far 
has been spearheaded by 
the Nissan 240RS with 
some Uatsuns and Opels 
thrown in for colour, there 
has been a distinct d^er- 
ence made to the atmos¬ 
phere by the Ford RS200 
which made its Malayan I 
debut Bus year. 




Making their debut entry 
as a works team, Ford had 
Stig Andervang of Sweden 
at the wheel with Anja 
Lkuwama as his able assis¬ 
tant. With a formidable 
reputation to live up to, 
th^ were some raised 
eyebrows when Andervang 
puM out of the rally with a 
punctured radiator. While 
something like a punctured 
radiator is common in the 
Himalayan, the Ford super¬ 
car with its armour pro¬ 
tected underbody was not 


expected to succumb to 
minor mistiaps like that. 
There are many here in 
Delhi who feel that Ander¬ 
vang pulled out of the rally 
merely to save face for 
Ford. 

Once the leaders had 
been weeded out by the 
traps set for the novices, it 
was a battle between Her- 
wm Nelissen in his Opel 
Ascona and Geoffery War- 
kup in his Lada. Nelissen 
drove the later stages well 
but seemingly could not 


hold off the sustained 
pressure from Warkup who 
made it home with 10 
penalties to spare. With the 
coinpetitiv-e section 
finishing at Mohan Nagar, 
16 kilometres out of Delhi, 
Warkup could not savour 
his victory for long as 
Nelissen lodged a complaint 
about faulty entries in his 
time chart. 

And Nelissen was nght. 
For as the officials delayed 
the results and pored over 
the results they found, that 


the Belgian had indeed 
been denied. Nelissen 
claimed that he had arrived 
at Jhankaya (Control' no. 
15) on time and not early as 
the marshals had decided. 
The committee upheld his 
protest and in view of arti¬ 
cle 25, section 2 of the 
FISA rule book which says, 
in case of a tie, the crew 
that completed the greatest 
portion of the route from 
the start with the least 
penalties for lateness will 
be the winner” he was the 














A clOMir look at tho Ford R8 200 (shown below) shows the professionalism that goes Into rallying these 
days. Top left shows seats and rear area while top right peeks In through the drhmr’s window 
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ECONOMY* POWER • STYLING 


Economy 

Powered by the Peugeot XDP 4.90 
diesel engine with a pertectly matched 
4-speed transmission the Mahindra MM 
540 Jeep offers amazing fuel economy - 
comparable even to a two- wheeler in 
terms of cost per kilometre 

Power 

The 2112 cc diesel engine develops 
62 BHP at 4500 RPM Compare this with 
any other personal vehicle You'll find 
that the Mahindra MM 540 Jeep has a 
bigger engine - more powerful at any 
speed, greater traction, ample reserve 
power for acceleration, fewer gear 
changes and longer engine life 
The Mahindra MM S40 Jeep which is 
available with 2 WC or 4 WD has an 


incredible capacity for carrying load 
effortlessly 

Styling 

It 's more than ruggedness that meets the 
eye. The aerodynamic styling increases 
fuel-efficiency and makes driving quieter 
Front doors ensure safety on sharp turns 
and are cut low for easier access. 

Foam bucket seats add to comfort. 

The Mahindra MM 540 Jeep is available 
in a never-before range of vibrant colours 
To these facts, add the established 
nationwide network of 150 experienced 
dealers with the technical know-how and 
requisite spares to cater to all your 
service needs 

Only in a Jeep. 
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Mahindra & Mahindra Umitad 

Worli Road No 13. Bombay 400 018 
Tel 4931441 
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new Himalayan Rally 
Chamtrion. 

Even as the fumes of 
burnt octane mingled with 
the fresh air of the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru Stadium, one 
could not help suppress a 
smile at the futility of the 
festivities planned for the 
flag-in. Little children, 
dressed in bright colours 
and swaying to the agonis¬ 
ing tunes belted out by an 
accordion-weilding instruc¬ 
tor were hopelessly out of 
place in the midst of super¬ 
charged cars and dirty 
over^s. 

And Ute icing on the cake 
was provided by one of the 
spectators in the press 
box. After watching the 
cars roll up to give Mar¬ 
ket Alva her share of the 
limelight, he commented 
loud enou^ to be over¬ 


heard by a few of us, “Yeh 
sub khatara kya race kare- 
ga yaar.” (\^t will all 
these ramshackle machines 
race for?) WeU, if he can 
call the Opels, Toyota 
Corollas and Maruti Gyp¬ 
sies “khataras”, what was 
he doing in the press box in 
the first place anyway? 

As if that was not 
enough, the final v(^ be¬ 
tween motor sport and the 
rest of Indian sport was 
proved by a group of pole 
vaulters who went about 
their practice, totally disin¬ 
terested in what was hap¬ 
pening Uiis side of the field. 
Intrigued, I walked across 
to them and spoke to Vi- 
jaypal Sin^ Tomar himself. 
And came back wondering 
whether India is actually 
ready for the impact of 
world class rallying. 





(m^) One of the young girls who swayed to the tunes of an accordion at the flag- 
autograph book filled In while the drivers themselvea soak In ttieir 


■In takes time oft I 
success (below) 
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The Pfo/essoi* 

Calcuiaies 

Corrediy 

Alain Prost, nicknamed ‘The Professor', 
came good when it counted the most to 
smash all British hopes of their first 
Formula One champion since James 
Hunt. The Australian Grand Prix, where 
the 1986 Drivers’ Championship was 
decided, saw Prost retaining his title 
edging out hot favourite Nigel Mansell by 
a two point margin Associated Press 
captures the action at Adelaide 


(Mow) Alain Prost risks taking his hands off 
the wheel of his Marlboro McLaren Formula One 
racer as the chequered flag gives him his 
second Formula One Drivers’ Championship. 
And to the victor goes the spoils. (Right) Prost 
displays his tropiny with obvious saflsfaetion 












NIml Mansell of Great 
Britain had been 
enjoying a great 
season so far and 
needed to just finish In 
the top three at 
Adelaide to win hiis 
year’s championship. 

Unfortunately, a 
shredded left rear tyre 
in the 63rd lap put paid 
to all his aspirations. 
(Above) A dejected 
Mansell walks away 
from his Williams 
Honda, paying scant 
attention to the 
clamourings of a track 
official 


The hierarchy of 
Formula One racing 
this year. From left; 

Nelson Piquet of 
Brazil who finished 
third with 69 points, 
Alain Prost of 
France—the champ 
with 72 points and 
second placed Nigel 
Mansell who totalled 
70 points 
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Botham, Richards and 
South Africa 


Recently returned from the Republic, Jack Bannister 
opens a bag of revelations 


T HH S<juUi African au- 
thonties liave just held a 
top-ie\'cl meeting to dis¬ 
cuss their position in world 
cricket, and Dr Ali Bacher, 
managing director of the 
SACU, said that his Boud 
examined every option 
available to them, in order 
that relevant correspoi^ 
ence can be lodged with 
ICC before the closing date 
(Nov. 30) is reached for the 
agenda for the July 1987 
meeUng. 

The results of that meet¬ 
ing are not to hand, 
among the options discus- 
Md was the possibihty of 
South AfiTca giving the rest 
of the cricketing weald a 
breathing space, by arrang¬ 
ing no finther 'retel tours* 
for a short while after the 
end of the coming Austra¬ 
lian tour of the Kepublic. 
Whatever strategy is 
adopted by thd SACU, 
Bacher is looking fw a 
fresh start ali round in his 
determinatkm to earn offi¬ 
cial recognition for his 
country’s efforts to meet 
every cricketing demand 
made of them. To Uiis end, 
he has decided to go on 
record for the first time 
about his OFFICIAL de:d- 
ings in the last five years 
with the world's ttro play¬ 
ers, including ian Botham 
and Viv Kici^ds. 

Non-raclal 

'Our cricket is now com¬ 
pletely non-racial, and i 
think that ICC should at 
least acknowledge that. 
People like Allan Kae and 
his counterparts should 
admit that we all batting 
on the same skfoin that we 


both totally disaprove of 
apartheid. The wimle of 
^uth Africa knows that I 
have never yet voted for 
the Nationalist party, and 
although 1 acknowledge 


that “you cannot have nor¬ 
mal sport in an abnonnal 
society", I am adamant tlK 
final inevitable non-racial 
society in South Africa will 
have been hastened by the 



I (Backer) told him (Rickards) that 
his presence in South Africa as a 
black superstar would help catalyse 
polidcal and sporting changes, and 
he would thus assist in the 
eradication of apartheid. 


different population groups 
pbying together. As @^at 
a liber^ man as Alan Paton 
is on record as saying that 
there have been major poli¬ 
tical changes in our society,, 
and I fee! that cricket has 
played a role in those 
chides. 

‘Apartheid WILL be 
scrapped. It is only a mat¬ 
ter of when. 1 am confident 
that the final political 
changes we arc looking for 
are not far down the road. 1 
therefore find it disappoint¬ 
ing that world cricket be¬ 
haves as though we do not 
exist, whereas it should 
know who we are, how we 
feel and think, and what wc 
are trying to do. I do not 
.agree with the fact, but 
a^owledge it, that world 
cricket is now a political 
arena, but what has hap¬ 
pened, and IS liappening, in 
South Africa should be 
appreciated by the ICC. 

Influence 

‘I recognise that every 
cricket authority is trying 
to do the best for its own 
domestic cricket. We are 
no different. It does not 
make sense for ICC public¬ 
ly to accept that the 
attempts of Zimbabwe and 
Bangladesh to influence the 
selection of the England B 
side nine months ago were 
politically motivated, yet at 
the same time refose to 
acknowledge our political 
problems here. 

‘In organising recent 
tours, we have not tried to 
undermme Test cricket by 
causing a black-white split, 
and neither have we tried 
to exploit unfairly a ready 
market of world cricketers 





V. . 


who, for varying reasons, 
wish to come and play 
here. 

‘On the English front, 
the traffic between our 
countries is not declining. 
Huge Page has just been 
snapped up by Essex, and 
anot^ countiy is lining up 
one of our best young frist 
bowlers. Every week we 
get requests from En^sh 
pros to come out here to 
play and coach the different 
population groups, and in 
Eastern Province alone 
there will be at least seven 
this season.’ 

Now for Bacher’s cor¬ 
rection of the consistent 
public stance of Ian Botham 
•about the reported huge 
offers he has turned down 
because of his friendship 
with Viv Richards. Bacher 
showed me a signed letter 
of intent on notepaper of 
the Hilton Hotel, Trinidad 
by the Somerset man, 
dated Feb 19. 1981 in 
which he ‘agrees in princi¬ 
ple to the proposed tour of 
South Africa’. Other Eng¬ 
land players in the current 
tour of Australia like David 
(^wer and Graham DiUey 
signed similar documents, 
the difference being, in the 
subsequent withdrawal of 
all three, that two of them 
did not mount a self- 
righteous pulpit. 

As for Botham ‘being 
offered so much money 
that 1 need never have 
worked again’, the original 
offidal offer of £50,000 was 
uplifted by some 50 per 
cent, but was still not 
enough to convince the 
player’s legal and business 
advisors that it was com¬ 
mercially viable because of 
the fear of losing other 
sponsorship contracts, in¬ 
cluding one with SAAB. His 
final ba^-out was because 
of financial, not moral, mis¬ 
givings. 

Regarding Viv Richards, 
Backer says how different 
his dealings were. ‘1 met 
him at Taunton in August 
1983 and had a 90-minute 
chat with him in which 






Bacher showed me a letter of intent 
on notepaper of the HiUon Hotel, 
Trinidad by the Somerset man 
(Botham), dated Feb 19,1981 in 
which he agrees in principle to the 
proposed tour of South Africa. 


money was never discus¬ 
sed. 1 told him that his 
presence in South Africa as 
a black superstar would 
help catalyse political and 
sporting changes, and he 
would thus assist in the 
eradication of apartheid. He 
said that for moral reasons 
he could not come, and he 
came across to me as a 
genuine anc righteous 
person. 

Accepted offeis 

‘The same thing applied 
with Cordon Greenulge. 


No money talks—unlike 
Malcolm Marshall, De¬ 
smond Haynes and Larry 
Gomes. The first two 
accepted an offer in Mel¬ 
bourne, Christmas 1982, 
but when the story broke 
they withdrew. Later next 
year, Marshall and Gomes 
were offered large sums of 
money, underwritten by 
one of South Africa’s big¬ 
gest multinational corpora¬ 
tions, with Marshall’s play¬ 
ing offer including a five- 
year contract involving ex¬ 
tensive coachmg of the 
black youngsters. Gomes 


would have coaiiicd col- 
oured children as well as { 
playing. Marshall was not ' 
interested, but although 
Gomes was, he decided not 
to come. As for Clive Lloyd 
and Joel Gamer, the SACU i 
never spoke to eitlier 
cause we needed secrecy i 
to protect the acceptors, 
and we guessed they would 
not be interested. We 
attacted great importance 
to secrecy after both Bob 
Willis and Geoff Cook com¬ 
mitted themselves in Feb 
1982, and then withdrew at 
the bst moment—but not 
before a leak to Lord’s 
materialised from some¬ 
where.’ 

OffiGlal dealings 

Bacher wants these facts 
known, so that his coun¬ 
try's present position can 
be better understood. ‘1 am 
not giving the facts to deni¬ 
grate anyone, but more to 
show the people that mat¬ 
ter the full extent of my 
official dealings witli top 
players, compared with va¬ 
rious distorted versions | 
which will continue to harm 
world cricket until the re¬ 
cords are set straight. We 
are desperately trying to 
he4> the ICC frid a way to 
help South Afirica. We CAN 
make our domestic scene 
the best in the world on our 
own, but we consider 
ourselves an integral part 
of the world scene. We just 
ask that we be listened to’. 

Bacher’s plea deserves 
wholehearted support, par¬ 
ticularly from the TCCB, 
who continue to make laud¬ 
able efforts to preserve a 
Test structure which more 
countries than not seem 
hell-bent on destroyii^. 

In 19 years of cricket 
administration I have met 
no more straightforward 
man than Ali Bacher. He 
deserves to be listened to 
by the ICC, whose member 
countries include some 
with political and cricket 
records which are far from 
spotless. 

Wiuton Cneksi MonMy 


W HEN State Bank of 
India finished counting 
the cash after officer 
Azharuddin'sGujatat tom 
to attract deposits, iht v 
were pleasantly surfinsed. 
The amount raised dm inn 
the week-long cffor! iv.is a 
staggering Rs 2h 11 oi cs 
Said Azhar, “'l o iii'ople 
who deposited nioro than 
Rs 10,0()01 gave ,111 auto¬ 
graphed photogniph " 

If only Azhar t ould col¬ 
lect ruirs with till* same 
ease there would be no 
problem at ail: His ‘class’ is 
undisputed; concern is only 
about his inability to do 
justice to his abundant ta¬ 
lents. 

Azhar himself is some¬ 
what perplexed over the 
loss of form. “1 am batting 
well but am unable to make 
big .scores. My first mis 
take costs me my wicket. In 
England I plaved straight 
and tried very hard, but a 
good ball oi a great catch- - 
or something like that— 
would get me out.” 

Some of his problems 
can be attributed to playing 
one-day games. “Yes, ” he 
concedes. “I am not making 
excuses but these games 
have affected m> technii)ue. 
We keep trying shots like 
gliding to third man. playing 
square off the wicket, 
nudging the ball for singles, 
which become habits. In 
Tests they create prob¬ 
lems. ” 

Excessive defensive bat¬ 
ting and lalteririg concen- 
traUon are other ailments 
afflicting Azharuddin's bat¬ 
ting. “I realist'd," he said, 
"that 1 was unnecessarily 
curbing myself and becom- 
mgcautious. Sol decided in 
Madras lo play more freely 
ind not get Inigged down. 
My conccnlration lapses af- 
er gelling oil to a good 
Jtari ofikloi 111 (ietting 
)Ul after setling down is 
nexcusable." 

Another problem is nol 
(Citing off lo a rapid start in 
he innings. "When 1 made 
hose centuries the first 'M 
IT 30 runs came quickly. 





1'hal gave me a lot of confi¬ 
dence. Now I find the first 
20 runs a great struggle 
and there is much tension." 

J‘or Azhar, one consola¬ 
tion in his superb fielding. 
Extremely swift in the out¬ 
field, Azhar has a strong 
arm and safe hands. “1 love 
fielding,” he says. "It keeps 


you constantly involved. 1 
do a lot of fielding pracuce, 
and this keeps me fit. ” 

THINK I have done 
Xjustice to my ability,” 
said Rai l Shastri, review¬ 
ing liis Test career. “I am 
satisfied, but there is a long 
way lo go. I want to play 




Ml 







“My concentration iapsoa afUH’ a good atart..." 


another ten years for 
India.” 

For Shastri, motivation 
for persistent effort is a 
fierce will to excel among 
peers. "It is a great feeling 
to do well against the best 
opposition. It gives you a 
feeling of achievement and 
immense self-satisfaction." 

Many cannot believe that 
Shastri has actually “made 
It” as a Test batsman, 
h'roin taiiender to opener, 
Shastri has travelled con¬ 
siderable distance in the 
Test team. Not just that: 
he has undergone an amaz¬ 
ing tcansformation. From a 
virtually strokeless player, 
Shastri has blossomed into 
an intelligently aggressive 
player capable of shredding 
the bowling. 

But Shastri does not con¬ 
sider tlus a big achieve 
menl. "I always knew i 
could bat. Initially in Tests I 
curbed my shots as 1 
wanted to consolidate and 
establish myself. Now I bat 
more freely, but I still dfiri’t 
cut or pull.” 

As a bowler, despite his 
hundred-odd Test wickets, 
Sliaslri admits he has a 
trick or two to learn. “A 
sinner learns through ex¬ 
perience. I have only made 
a Iteginning-- there is much 
more to be leanit and 
achieved in the future." 

Some of tlus education 
will lie imbibed while play¬ 
ing for Glamorgan in Eng¬ 
land next year. “1 am look¬ 
ing forwart to the e.xperi- 
ence, ” said Shastn. “1 had 
been wanting to play there. 
When this two-year offer 
came. 1 accepted. ” 

Shastri has not set any 
specific goals for himself. 
The take-it -as-it-comes 
attitude IS reflected in his 
comment on prospects of 
captaining India; "I Itaven’l 
thought about it. All I know 
is that leading the country 
IS the gi'eatcst honour for a 
cricketer. When, and if 1 
■get it, it will be a very 
proud moment.” 

AmrU Msthur, Naw D u M 



MOST UNPOPULAR 
SIDE TO TOUR INDIA? 


T he Australians may 
have impressed with 
their ability on the field 
during their tour of India 
this year. But they won few 
friends for the manner in 
which they conducted 
themselves off it. 

The visiting cricketers 
behaved in a manner most 
unbecoming of louring 
sportsmen representing 
their country. While the 
Australian press chose to 
overlook the manner in 
which the team carried 
themselves, it is learnt that 
a complaint is likeh to be 
lodged with the Australian 
Board. 

For one thing, the mana¬ 
ger of the side, Bobby 
Simpson made himself 


Reports of the manner in wNch the 
Australians conducted themselves on 
their tour of India have been shocking 


quite unpopular. He criti¬ 
cised Kapil Dev strongly 
for bowling less than fifty 
overs in the one-day inter¬ 
nationals 'in the interest of 
the Indian cricketing 
public. ■ 


"One would have nor¬ 
mally believed it,” wrote 
Sunil Oavaskar in a syndi¬ 
cated column, “but having 
played against Bom Simp 
son in Australia in 1977-78. 
I think 1 know bettei than 


The Australians may have impressed 
with their ability on the field during 
their tour of India this year. But they 
won few friends for the manner in 
which they conducted themselves 
off it. 


to do that. The Indians 
were also getting to play 
the same number of overs, 
though we never needed 
that many in our wins. 
Now, if the Australians 
themselves had bowled 50 
overs in Srinagar they 
would have had a cast-iron 
case. But they did not and 
blamed Vengsarkar’s injury 
for that. At the most, the 
lime taken by Vengsarkar 
to ask for permission to 
retu'c would have resulted 
in one more Qver. Even 
then, the Australians would 
liavc bowled only 48 overs. 
In Ahniedabad they bowled 
47 overs but dismissed us 
belore lunch and in Rajkot 
they bowled 48 overs and 
they said the time taken to 


You couldn’t ask for anything more complete! 











SCR ?06S !'> the ofiy rnutti (oatured ampli dock 
tn if'tdsG With Dolby NR 


A top mUw for to many 
lootono 

OnV Sonodyne oudb 
engirveefing Is ach/anced 
enough to design a stereo 
cassette tape recorder 
incorporating Dolby NR — a 
noise reduction system that 
completely eliminates hiss—and 
a host of wonder-working 
features as well. 

There's the Tape Selector Switch 
for Instance, Letting loose 
electrifying sound from your 
normal, chrome or metal tape. 

While the Noise Filter Switch filters 
out tape hiss, scrotches and high 
frequwcy noises. 

The soft touch, heavy duty tape 
mechanism with cue and review 
lets you Indulge in the magic of 
music day after day, year after 
year. 

You can also connect the 
SCR 2065 to external inputs such 
as a record player, a tuner or an 
external tape deck 
Even direct recording is a cinch. 
Just depress the Recording 
Switch. The LED VU-meters 
instantaneously display tape 
signal levels during recording 
and plo'itoack, 

Allowing you to precision hone 
recording levels to capture sound 
as live as the original 

Sound which is precisely 
reproduced by speakers 
protected by a hybrid power 
module with buift-in circuit and 
overload protection, 

A complete stereo system with 
upgraded SX 505 speakers 

Put together, these exceptional 
featuies make the SCR 2065 a 
complete stereo system stereo 
cassette tape recorder with a 
built-in 80 watt amplifier and 
matching SX 505 speakers. All in 
one compact, povirer pocked 
assembly of an affordable price. 

Proof that you don't have to 
compromise on quality for 
ecorx)my. 


(g) Dolbv IS the registered 

trademark of Dolby Laborotones 
Licensing Corporation 



SOmOVNE* 

SCR 2065 

Music for your ears, 
eyes aitd> wane}! 


SCR 2065 stereo cassote »ecofder wllh matching 3X 505 spookei s/stem 






Zoehrer was quite upset when a 
caufl^t-behind appeal against Chetan 
Snarma had been disallowed. He 
kept complaining for a couple of 
deliveries, at which stage Chetan 
Sharma gave him the universally 
recomised "up yours” sign with the 
bat. zoehrer retaliated by bending 
down and showing Sharma where he 
could put the bat 


shift a sight-screen pre¬ 
vented them from bowling 
50 overs. 

“Be that as it may, it was 
funny to hear a person who 
objected to Madan Lai field¬ 
ing at deep fine-icg in Au¬ 
stralia, talk about games¬ 
manship. It was good fun to 
hear Bob Simpson take 
such a holier than t' 'u 
attitude. At this rate, in a 
few years from now, we 
might have to refer to him 
not as Mr Bob Simpson but 
Saint Simpson!” 

Kapil Dev refused to re¬ 
taliate. “I have no time for 
Simpson and his com¬ 
ments, " he said. It is learnt 
that when Gavaskar was 
approached by a private 
funded television company 
to interview Simpson and 
Border, Gavaskar replied: 
"I don’t mind interviewing 
Border, but I am not keen 
on interviewing Simpson." 

If official misdemeanour 
had restricted itself to com¬ 
ments then the sourness 
could have been averted. 
But at Rajkot, one of the 
Australian managers, Alan 
Crompton, was seen man¬ 


handling the District Com¬ 
missioner of Rajkot in the 
presence of the public and 
the Gujarat CM Amarsinh 
Chaudhary, who was just 
three seats away. 

At Ahmedabad, Cromp¬ 
ton and Simpson tried to 
push their way into the VII’ 
enclosure. When pohtely 
told by the District Com¬ 
missioner that there was no 
seating space left, Cromp¬ 
ton reportedly barged in, 
pushing him aside. Some 
volunteers and local riffi- 
cials wanted to detain 
Crompton, but relented 
only after senior board 


members had intervened. 

The behaviour of some 
of the players was even 
more offensive. Alter the 
Australians had been 
beaten m Ahmedabad, 
some ot their players lined 
up in front of the swimming 
fKiol outside and unnated in 

It 

After Craig McDermott 
had been stumped in 
Ahmedabad, he expressed 
his dissent by putting his 
bat through the window 
panes in the dressing room. 
His colleagues joined the 
spree by smashing the 
crockery in the room. 


When local officials tried to 
calm McDermott, he used 
foul language. 

in fact, at the conclusion 
of the first one-day interna¬ 
tional in Jaipur, skipper 
Border had stated that rela¬ 
tions between the two 
sides would not be cordial. 
'ITiis was proved in Madras 
when a departing Chandra- 
kant Pandit was asked to 
■**** off after he had been 
dismissed. 

When Madan Lai had 
been recalled in the Ahme¬ 
dabad limited-overs match, 
a dissenting Boon charged 
upto the umpire—within 
breathing space—and 
almost looked like assault¬ 
ing him. 

Dean Jones in Madras 
would resort to asking 
Maninder Sui^ each time 
he had hit him for four: 
"How do you like it?" Man¬ 
inder kept quiet for some 
time. When Jones had been 
dismissed, he came around 
and asked the departing 
batsman: “How do you like 
it?" 

Kapil Dev disapproved of 
Jones’ tactics. “I think such 





TarapadB BanenoB 



behaviour la very objection¬ 
able. It's a batsman's busi¬ 
ness to score runs and he 
sliould not be askin); the 
howler how he liked it.” 

In the same match, 
Zoehrer was quite upset 
when a cuught-behind 
appeal against C'hetan Sahr- 
ma had been disallowed. 
He kept Lomplainiiig for a 
coupli- ot deliveries, at 
which stage Chetan Sharma 
gave him the umversallv 
recognised “up yours” sign 
with liie hat Zoehrer re¬ 
taliated by iM'iiding down 
and showing .Shamia where 
he could put the bat. 

Alter the match, when 
one .Madras-based reporter 


While on the flight from Madras to 
Hyderabad, Matmews was served an 
ice cream, the flavour of which was 
not to his liking. He was requested to 
wait for a replacement. But 
Matthews threw the ice-cream cup 
down the aisle 


approached Crompton for 
his observation of the 
game, the Australian official 
IS reported to have told him 
to '"*■*** off." 

While on the flight from 
Madras to Hyderabad. 
Mattliews was served an 
ice cream, the flavour of 


which was not to his liking. 
He was requested to wait 
for a replacement. Bui 
Matthews threw the ice 
cream cup down the aisle. 

At Hyderabad, when a 
crowd had assembled on 
the ground to purchase 
tickets for the game the 


following day, Simpson 
swung his bat around 
sajnng"We'll hit you” in an 
attempt to clear the 
ground. 

.At Bombay, Alan 
Crompton was heard em¬ 
ploying a very rude tone 
when speaking to the BCA 
president Mr Wankhede. 
The Australian team had 
been invited to the function 
where Gavaskar was to be 
presented with a silver pla¬ 
que- Crompton Uireatened 
Wankhede: “If the dinner is 
not served at 8.30 pm 
sharp, my players will 
leave. Do you get that?” 
The Indian official was too 
stunned to say anything. 
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3 /n)0elafc«rP.T. Ushais 
'i^/still in the process of 
counting her rewards as 
the Cochin City Corpora¬ 
tion decide to rename a 
street in honour of her. 

The Mini Stadium road in 
Cochin will be named after 
Usha on November 1. 

Ramesh Krishnan wins a 
see-saw battle against 
Mark Kratzmann of Austra¬ 
lia 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 to move 
into the quarter finals of the 
Hong Kong Super tennis 
tournament. 

-[I OctOlMr Ramesh 
u Krishnan moves into 
top gear as he overcomes a 
first set deficit to oust Jim¬ 
my Connors, the top seed, 
in the quarter finals of the 
Hong Kong Super temus 
tournament. Knshnan 
loses the first set 4-6 but 
rallies to win the next two 
at three and four. 

I 

! The Duleep Trophy final 
I gets off to a sedate start at 
I Bombay with both the 
' West Zone openers scoring 
I centuries to end the day 
I 282 for lour. Both A. Gaek- 
I wad and L. Rajput score 
1 tons on the way to putting 
j on 256 runs for the first 
j wicket. 

j An upset stomach does not 
j hamper Bobby Czyz from 
winning the IBF light 
heavyweight boxing title 
willi a convincing win ovei 
! Slobodan Kacar ol Yugosla- 
! \ia. However, the meicine 
i he took to settle the sto- 
j mach discorder defeats his 
I win by disqualifying him in 

! the ensuing dope test. 

1 

I 

i .'l Navenmer An entire 
' i football team is jailed in 
i Djakarta for beating up an 
innocent bystander. 

Sparked off by an argument 
between a spectator and 
one of the players, the 
entire team throw them¬ 
selves into the fray and 
send the man to hospital 
with multiple ipjuries. 



Boris Becker—three out of three ain’t bad 


I iNOVBinlier Ramesh 
I'-nKnshnan is richer by 
$40,lXX)anda Grand Pnx 
title as he strokes his way 
past Andrez (iomez 7-6, 

6-0, 7-5 to win the Hong 
Kong Super tennis tounia 
ment. 

Krishnainachan Snkkanth 
and his fellow South Zone 
opener Carlton Saldhana 
return the West Zone’s 
opening wicket perlomi- 
ance with compliments as 
both .score centimes to 
take South Zone to 402 for 
SIX on the third day of the 
Duleep I'rophy fuial. 

South Zone pick up tin- 
cliallenge of W'est Zone’s 
commanding 5Hi in their 
first innings by bl.istmg 71 
for no loss in the 7.'t mi¬ 
nutes they are gn en at the 
wicket on the sec itid dav of 
the Duleep Trophy final at 
Bombay. 


Stajing in tremendous form 
IS Ramesh Krishnan as Ik* 
breezes past Pat Cash ol 
Australia 6-4, 6-2 to make 
the final ol the Hong Kong 
Super tennis tournament. 


Nowember Boris Becker 
^ "Wins his third sutces- 
sive title on three different 
lontinenls as he has a com 
paceni 6-1, 6 3. 7-6 victor> 
over unseeded Sergio Cas¬ 
als of Spain in the final of 
the Fans Open tenius 
tournament. 

Gianni Poli of Ilalv wins the 
New Yotk Marathon with a 
tin’ing of 2.11 6 leaving Po¬ 
land's .Antonio Nieiiu zak 
and Ausiralia’s Rob I)e 
Castella to follow him in 
that order. The ladies' 
event is won by seven-time 
winner Grete Waitz who 
clocks 2:28.6. 


/j November South Zone 
'take a 224-run first m- 
nings lead in the final of the 
Duleep Trophy as they 
score 740 in reply to West 
Zone’s first innings score of 
.5 Hi. Ad draw ol stumps on 
the penultimate day. West 
are 51 for no los.s in the 
second innings. 

! 

I West Indies gel past F’akis- 
i tan by 41 runs to lake a 2-0 
i lead in liioir five match 
one-daj international 
series. Playing at (iiijran- 
wala. West Indies score 
106 in 43 overs while 
Pakistan manage just 155. 

I: November The Duleep 

Trojihy goes to the 
.South as the last dav's play 
ends up with West Zone 
just knocking up some runs 
to add to tlie tally, the is.sue 
already having been de¬ 
cided on the first innings 
lead. 









KRISHNAN'S 

COURT 

T hey he has the 
touch. They say he 
has the strokes. They 
«av he has the class. But 


NO SAtNT PETER 

E verybody has 

said almost every¬ 
thing there is to be said 
about Ian Hotliani, easi¬ 
ly the most controver¬ 
sial craketer ever. 
What’s left to be said 
about the man.'’ Peter 
Roebuck. Botham’s 
county i apiaui still feels 
there are a few things 
and he hasn't left them 
unsaid. 

Talking of the man 
whom he relieved as 
Somerset captain, 
Roebuck says, "Botham 
is a encketmg anarchist. 
He respects no rule, 
bows to no circumst¬ 
ance'—nor <Bd he show 
his youngof teammates 
that he tinted his team 


they all agree that he 
lacks the consistency 
and the killer instinct 
(whatever that is) to 
make it right to the top. 

Ramesh Krishnan has 
always been the type of 
player who beats the 
best at their best and 
loses to the worst at 
their worst. One day it’s 
knocking out one of the 
top seeds, the next it’s 
surrendering meekly to 
an unknown. But this 
time it was different. 

Connors, Cash and 
Gomez. His three vic¬ 
tims in three consecu¬ 
tive days gave him his 
second title ui a space of 
three weeks. His Tokyo 
Open win, worth 20,000 
dollars, was followed by 
his triumph in the Hong 
Kong Open. His kitty 
went up by a further 
40,000 dollars. But, 
more importantly, he 
has moved up as many 
as ’20 slots in the O 
rankings. Let’s hope he 
goes further up. Or at 
least stays thwe. 



to do well.” 

To say that Roebuck 
has added fuel to the fire 
would be a lie. That he 
has emptied the hole 
can. is mure like it 



THE HEAT IS OFF 

F or three years now the Swedish Tennis Asso¬ 
ciation has been hagling with its Davis Cup 
players. It has finally given into their demands. Not 
in the least surprising. For the record, they have 
won the Davis Cup in 1984 and 1985 and may well 
be on their way to winning it a third consecutive 
time. 

The disagreement between the two parties was, 
predictably, concerned with money. Tiie Associa¬ 
tion felt that the players should not receive any 
payment for playing for their country as this was a 
sort of repayment for all the tennis coaching they 
had received when they were juniors. Wilander and 
company may be a bunch of youngsters, but they 
sure know their onions, specially when it comes to 
money matters. They rfused to accept this. And 
they have finally won their battle. 

The STA has announced that the players would, 
in future, receive half the prize money from the 
Davis Cup, as demanded by them. Lars Olander, 
the president of the Association, yielded further 
saying, "They will be appointed two seats in the 
Board of the STA and Anders Jarryd will help us 
develop new sponsor deals.” 

Jarryd, the virtual leader of the young batch of 
players, cleared things from the players’ side too, 
saying, “There has been a lack of communication 
between us and the Board and we haven’t func¬ 
tioned as a team. But we look forward to working cm 
this together now.” All’s well that ends well! 









GARDEN OF EDEN 

C ALCU'ITANS are aware that they will host the 
final of the 1987 World Cup croket cham¬ 
pionships. But it hasn't really seeped in. But it will 
not be long before the city gears itself up for the 
most important date in the cricket calendar, l^ave 
application forms, tickets, sun hats—everything will 
be in demand. 

But all this some time later. For the moment the 
immediate concern is the Eden Gardens wicket. 
The sti^ on which the final will be played. 

Nothing but cricket has been played at Eden 
Gardens for some time now. All care is being taken 
by the Cricket Association of Bengal, under whose 
custody the grounds are at the moment. There is 
further good news. Les Burdett, the curator of the 
Adelaide cricket ground, has agreed to help the 
CAB in preparing the wicket for the big day next 
year. He will be in the city for two weeks next 
February and then again in September to give the 
turf the final touches. Assisting him will be two 
botanists and a couple of horticulturists. I'he Garden 
of Eden, surely! 


THE BIG FIGHT 

I T would be a good idea 
to sit down to' calculate 
how much each punch is 
'worth in a prize money 
fight for a boxing title. 
Marvin Hagier and 
Sugar Ray I.eonard will 
sure have a tough time. 

They are .scheduled 
to fight each other in 
April next year. Tlie 
venue: Las Vegas. The 
money; 23 milhon dol¬ 
lars. The promoter: Bob 
Arum. 

Leonard, the former 
world welterweight title 
holder, will receive il 
miliion, while 'Hagier, 
the undisputed mid¬ 
dleweight champion of 
the world for the last six 
years, win be richer by 
12 million. The tv.'o will 
also share up to 75 per 
cent of the money 
earned above 28 million. 
Well it certainly isn't 
money for nothing, but 
it’s a little overdone 
surely. After all, it's 
never been this good 
before. Not even for 
boxers. 




THE GREAT 
ESCAPE 

N orman cowans 

manages to hit the 
headlines every now.and 
then. And he’s done it 
again. This time for run¬ 
ning away from a com¬ 
mitment. 

Western Suburbs, a 
club in Brisbane had 
raised money (thanks to 
contributions from their 
players and members) 
to pay Cowans, air fare 
to Australia to bring the 


English fast bowler to 
play for them. They 
even pooled in to buy 
him a car. John Bell, the 
manager-coach of the 
club went to the extent 
of allowing Cowans to 
live in his house. But all 
this wasn’t enough to 
keep the 25 year old fast 
bowler Down Under. 
After playing over three 
weekends for the club, 
he returned home to 
England, apparently be¬ 
cause he was missing 
his ^Ifriend. 

His girlfriend may be 
happy now, but Bell and 
club members are sour 
about the whole thing, 
to say the least. They 
intend to demand res¬ 
titution from Cowans 
and will not clear the 
Jamaican-bom cricketer 
to play cricket else¬ 
where. A sheer case 
of—if we can’t have 
you, neither can anyone 
else. Not after what 
you’ve done. 


CAR-MA CHAMELEON 


E ver since P.T. 

Usha disembarked 
from the Air India flight 
from Seoul, there bas 
been an ever-growing 
list of awards and gifts 
for her. Money, 
mementoes, property, a 
car and even a street in 
her honour have been 
some of the things the 
nation has showered on 
her in recognition of her 
superb performance at 
the Asian Games. We 
read about il every time 
we open a newspaper or 
a magazine. In fact, it 
had reached a stage 
when even Usha must 
have been finding it 
tou^ to keep track 
But there is a little 
sometlung that has us 
confused. Accepting 


that a Standard 2()(K) 
motor car was very 
promiment among her 
list of gifts, there were 
quite a few raised eyeb¬ 
rows when one ma^- 
zine showed her posing 
next to a gleaming red 
Standard 2000 while yet 
another also had a pic¬ 
ture of a sleek, ribbon- 
adorned Standard 2000. 
The only problem was: 
this one was ink blue! 

Will someone please 

E ut us m the picture? 
•id Usha get two Stan¬ 
dard 2000^ Or is it just 
that Usha didn’t approve 
of the origin^ colour and 
had a lightning paint job 
ordered? Just hope 
Usha doesn’t get into 
the wrong car by mis¬ 
take! 














Rimiiing for Peace 

OcHth, dtstmction, Wcir, ITic cult ot violence has gripped 
the planet. Tlic N-bonibs, the ICBMs are holding us to 
^ ransom. Let's give the world a chance. 

Ashoke Chakroborty presents some moments of the Earth 
Run held recently at Calcutta 





Regional Roundup 


Exhausted but trium¬ 
phant the team reached Jal- 
dapara on the 12th of Octo¬ 
ber where they stopped for 
two days rest. Here re¬ 
vived and exhilarated at 
having reached their des¬ 
tination, they learnt that 
Bhutan was a mere 40 kms 
away. They therefore de¬ 
cided to stretch their objec¬ 
tive to Phuntsholing which 
took only two hours by 
cycle. The return journey 
to Calcutta followed the 
same route and halts and 
the team arrived Calcutta 
dead on schedule at 4 p.m. 
sharp on Monday the 20th. 
Though an unqualified suc¬ 
cess, the expedition was 
not entirely unmarked by 
minor mishaps and amusing 
experiences. Among these 
were losing their way near 
Kadamtala only to find 
themselves on the Bang¬ 
ladesh border and being 
misguided at Murshidabad 
into making a detour of 27 
km. Barring a few minor 
cuts and bruises and mak¬ 
ing a few unscheduled halts 
to repair damaged bicycles 
no serious mishaps occur¬ 
red. The team had, howev¬ 
er, to face much uiclement 
weather and difficult road 
conditions especially be¬ 
tween Fanjipara and Malda 
where they had to cycle 
through the rain. The boys 
were undeterred by it all 
and expressed the feeling 
that these problems only 
added up to make the ex¬ 
perience more memorable. 
Throughout, they displayed I 
a grit and determination to 
succeed. 

The purpose of the trip, 
as the Principal pointed 
out. was not merely to 
accomplish a difficult feat or 
to test their endurance but 
to foster a spuit of compan¬ 
ionship and team en¬ 
deavour and to give the 
boys an opportunity to ex¬ 
perience a new form of 
discipline and a new sense 
of achievement which was 
not possible within the res¬ 
tricted cumculum of nor¬ 
mal school activities. 


CALCUTTA 


Hitting the 
roads 

O N the 7th of October at 
6 a.m. a group of stu¬ 
dents from Appejay School, 
Call utta set out to accom¬ 
plish a difficult feat—a cycl¬ 
ing safari which was to 
cover a period of 14 days 
and a distance of 1700 kms 
from Calcutta tojaldapara 
and back. Their route for 
the most part followed the 
National Highway No. 34. 
The group of cyclists con¬ 
sisted of eight boys from 
the school between the 
ages of 13 and 15 led by 
their Principal Neville 
McNamara. 'Fhe boys 
were: Maneesh Singh, 
Manoj Gupta, Tanvir Islam, 
Amit Khemka, Bimal Sam- 
al, Manoj Swami, Manoj 
Bhaiya and Kajesh Mundra. 

The iKiys followed an 
eleven-hour cycling day for 
the next two weeks, start¬ 
ing at five every morning 
and breaking up for the day 
at 4 p.m. with brief lialts in 
between for tea and meals. 
'Fhere were only five major 
stops during the six days it 
took them to cycle from 
Calcutta tojaldapara—at 
Seemanagar, Murshidabad, 
Malda. Fanjipara and 
Kadamtala. At each ol 
these halts the team put up 
for the night at the B. S. F. 
camps where they received 
a wann welcome and much 
encouragement and sup¬ 
port. The normal distance 
travelled in a day was about 
120 kms, though they man¬ 
aged as much as 160 kms 
when cycling from Murshi¬ 
dabad to Malda. The entire 
route was followed on cy¬ 
cles except for an enforced 
break of about 90 km.s from 
Raiganj to Papjipara when 
bad roads and squally 
weather forced the team to 
abandon their bk-ycles (af¬ 
ter coverir^ a distance of 
90 kms on cycles) and 
travel by.||es. 


REACH THE TOP 




}(elco Track & 

Field equipment 
lead in design k 
and production l|| 
from school to H 
international level V 
with two ranges V 
made to I.A.A.F.^J 
standards. JpL 

7(elco have ^ 
the answer 
for today's up and 
coming athletics and 
tomorrow's champions. 

Official suppliers 
to 82 ASIAN GAMES 
b many other national 
b international games 

OLYMPIC HURDLE 


Kclco 



BRASS 

HAMMER 




TURNED 

HI SPIN PLASTIC DISCUS 
SAND BLASTED RIM 


IRON SHOT 


(INDIA) PVT. LTD. 

BAGPAT HOAD, MEERUT-250 002 















AiTKTfSGJSJE 


Turbo Charged 

Fast Stuff 

W HICH is the most famous mous¬ 
tache in the world of sport today? 
Nifiel Mansell’s, was the result of 
poll run by British newspaper. 

But last month an even more 
^ous sporting moustache went to 
the starting grid in Adelaid, where the 
final motor racing grand prix of the 
season was held. 

Dennis "there’s nothing like a cold 
Tinnie after stuffing the Poms” Lillee 
drove a Ford TX.5 turbo in a five lap 
celebrity race. Still believes in fest 
stuff. 



Thommo Talks 

Declares 

O LD Australian fast bowlers never 
fade away. They just bring out 
books. 

Jeff Thomson’s Thtanmo Declares 
is not short on "good-on-yer- 
Thommo” stuff. 

An excerpt: "Englmd was a hole. 
No beaches and no wild pigs for me to 
go huntuig. The wild pigs had all been 
cleared out by the 14th century. I 
discovered Pom beer. They should be 
hung for calling that warm stuff 
bear... i couldn’t wait for a crack at the 
Poms. I thought, stuff that stiff upper 
lip. Let’s see how stiff it is when it 
splits.” 

Pay-ride 

No risk, no gain 

E ver heard of a professional jockey 
paying for the privilege of ricUng a 
particular horse? 

Michael Wigham happily paid 234 
pounds sterling for a single ride at 
Hamilton, London last inonth. 

The owner of the horse, Gary 
Wright, was on what racing people call 
“the forfeit bst”. He owed 234 pounds 
for such things as entry fees, registra¬ 
tion of colours and so forth. An owner 
on the forfeit list is not permitted to 
run a horse. 

So, Wingham. who rather fancied 
his chances with the horse—^Millfan— 
paid the money himself. 

To make the occasion yet more 
bizarre, he won, "You’ve got to put in 
if you want to take out” was how 
Wingham summed it up. 

Bully proof 

Top gear 

E veryone seems to be debating 
the future of Indian hockey. Sug¬ 
gestions are abundant. Our forwards 
should be stronger and bigger. We 
should have more astro turf surfaces. 
The list is endless. But has anyone 
spared a thought for goalkeeping. 

Goalkeeping in modem hockey is 
probably the most dangerous position 
in ail ball games. A batsman facing the 
West Indian fast bowling battery has 
an easier time. 

The West German goalkeeper lost a 
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Thommo: good-on-yer 


testicle ui a world cup match. 

England's goalkeeper, Ian Taylor, 
considered the best in the world, once 
received a blow in the ‘box' that 
frightened the life out of him. 

Taylor’s protective gear is elabo¬ 
rate ui the extreme and includes a 
chest pad used by the Metropolitan 
police as part of their riot gear. 

Says Taylor; "Some young players 
keep goal with just a bit of foam sewn 
into their shirt. Get one m the ster¬ 
num and Its curtains. ” 

Why Mr Taylor, here in India we 
keep goal with leg pads as the only 
protection! 



Akshara H 363 APT 


Hyderabad is a harmonioust blend 
of tradition and propn ss The 
pant, and the present 

Cliarminar. the hijih wdicrmark of 
Indo-Saracenii. aii.iiMecturc, stands 
towering; osei iht bustling ba/aars 
of the old fits A short drive away 
from Hydct.ihjd ate the ruins ol 
the once laoious (lolconda Fort. 


fortress still inspires awe So do 
the aesthetically designed Qutub 
Shahi monuments, which contain 
the mortal remains of the Qutub 
Shahi rulers. 


Hyderabad. Vast man>madc takes 
like Himayat Sagar, Osman Sagar, 
and Hussain Sagar, are favourite 
recreation spots. Boating and 
water spurts facilities are provided 
at the Hussain Sagar lake. Then 
there is the famous Mecca Masjid, 
the Venkateswara temple sculpted 
in marble, the Osmania University, 
Nehru Zoological Park. The list is 
endless. 




I he sheer magnitude and 
meticulous planning of thi.s 


t Salar .lung Museum-perhaps the 

j largest and most fascinating one 

man collection in the world The 
Birla Planetarium which reveals 
the secrets of the sky. There arc 
numerous picnic spots around 


Hyderabad- 
A charming blend of 
old worid grace, and 
traditional hospitality. 




Come to Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh. Fur a memorable 
holiday! 


Andhra Pradesh Tourism 

1st Floor. Ciagan Vihai. 

M .1 Road. Ilvdeiubad-.'iUUOOl 
Iclephones. 5.V)49.t, 42K.15. 77192, 
70087. 2.TT.T84. 233385 
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T here is a major devia¬ 
tion this week from the 
normal mould that we cast 
in this page. Wliile we have 
been concentrating on 
methods of getting yourself 
into shape, this week there 
is a slight deviation in the 
sense that we are going to 
review a book on yoga and 
see what we can benefit 
ourselves. 

One of the latest entries 
into the national list of 
sports publications is 
‘Yoga—Yogasana and I’ra- 
nayaiia for health’ by Dr. 
P.D. Sharma. Published by 
Gala Publishers and priced 
at Rs 10.00, the book is 
well set out with the 
‘aasans’ being put into spe¬ 
cific categories backed by 
illustrations that make it 
even simpler to follow. 

Just to lure you into 
trying to gel your hands on 
this book, we are pub¬ 
lishing an extract from it. 
Since it would be too much 
to give you a glimpse of all 
the aasans, the box that 
appears alongside is a list of 
some of the aa.sans that can 
be done for some common 
diseases. 

There is yet another 
chapter devoted to the 
aspect of Pranayama. 
Something that is not as 
widely understood—or 
accepted—as yogasana. In 
Dr. Shamia’s own words, 
“Pranayama literally means 
‘to expand Prana’ (vital 
force). In the 49th Sutra of 
Sadhanapada of Patanjala 
Yogasutra, the jp-eat Rishi 
Patanjali has defined Pra- 
nayam as a process in 
which respiration is inter¬ 
rupted and Prana is the 
vital force which is control- 
' led and regulated. Accord¬ 
ing to some, Piana means 
air. But this is a wrong and 
misleading interpretation. 
Prana means something 
more than air. Prana in fact 
is the vital power which is 
the force motivating every 
element of the earth and 
which IS the origin of the 
force of thought. There is a 
deep affinity between Pra¬ 


FITNESS 


The mc^c of yoga 


OlMasa 

Ttibweuloftis and 
wflima 


Diabetes 


Chronic con> 
etipation 


Dysentry 


Obesity 


Hlflh blood 
firMsure 


Low blood 
pnMsure 


Headache 


fteait dinedse 


Yogasana 

Siddhasana, Shwer* 
shasana, Sarvanga* 
Sana, Matsyaaana, 
Ardha Matsyandra- 
sana, Supta Vafra- 
sana, and Bhujan* 
gasan 

Siddhasana, Sheer' 
shasana, Sarvaga* 
Sana, Matayasana, 
Ardha Matsyendra* 
Sana, Halasan, 
Chakrasana and 
Mayorasana 

Halasana, Mayoora- 
Sana, Dhanurasana, 
matsyasana, and 
Padahastosana 

Baddha Padmaaana 
and Kufckutasana 

Mandukasana, 
Pashehimottanasa- 
na, Mayoorasan 
Suptavajrasana, 
Dhanurasana, and 
Ardha Matsyendra* 
Sana. 

Vajrasana, Siddha> 
Sana, Padmasana, 
Matsyasana and 
Shavasana 

Sarvangaaana, 
Hatasana, Vajrasa* 
na, Padmasana, 
Siddhasana .and 
Pashchimottana* 
Sana 

Paachimottanasa* 
na, Halasana, Sar* 
vangasnna and 
Shavasana 

Shavasana, Baddha 
Padmasana and 
BfdcBiasana 


na and mental U !,., be¬ 
tween mental loiic • ift m I 
tellect, between inn'llei i • 
and soul, and betweei' siml ' 
and God. Thus the purposi ' 
of Pranayama is lo inspiie, ; 
motivate, regulate and ba- i 
lanre the vital force (Prana) I 
pervading m the body. This I 
is is the reastin why Pra- 1 
nayama is considered one 
of the efficacious means ol 
attairuiig yoga.’’ 

Going on to explain the 
interrelation between 
Yogasana and Pranayama, 
Dr Shaniia goes on to ex¬ 
plain. "Yogasana and Pra¬ 
nayama ai e closely uiterre- 
lated An aspirant should 
master aasanas like I'adma- 
saiia, Siddhasaiui, Swash- 
kasana and Sukhasana be¬ 
fore he begins to practice 
F’ranayama. One can be cal¬ 
led the master of a particu¬ 
lar aasana only when one 
practices it for three hours 
without .iny movement of 
the body. At the start it is 
very difficult to accomplish 
this. .So It is advisable to 
begin with any aasana suit¬ 
able lo him and Anuloma- 
Viloma Pranayama. Gra¬ 
dually with the help of Pra¬ 
nayama one will get mas¬ 
tery over that aasana. Thus 
Pranayama is helpful in get¬ 
ting mastery over aasanas. 

Yogasanas become much 
more effective if they are 
performed with Piiraka, 
Kechaka and Kiimbhaka 
Pranayama in the right 
propoitton. Pranayama is 
helpful in practising and 
maintaining aasanas. The 
lungs can be properly ex¬ 
panded and contracted 
thiough Yogasanas and 
Pranayanias. Yogasanas 
and Pranayama supply 
plenty of oxygen to the 
lungs and so the body be¬ 
comes healthy and the mind 
contented and delightful. 
Hence the basic knowledge 
ol Pranayama is of im- 
iiieiise help to the students 
of Yogasana.” 

if this whole dnvel 
has unpressed you, all you 
have to do is step into a 
bookstore and pick up the 
real McKoy. 
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Tlie Story of the 

DAVIS CUP 


1973 and 1974 were probably the two most controversial 
years in the history of the Davcis Cup. In this extract, 
author Alan Trengove recounts the events that took 
place. Published by Stanley Paul & Co, the book is 

priced at £9.95 


REFORM AND 
REACTION 

1973, Austrate; 1974, Sotrth Africa 


T he year 1973 was one 
of the most controver¬ 
sial in the history of tennis. 
By now many officials were 
worried about the future of 
the Davis Cup. A number 
of leading players were 
either unable or unwilling to 
play in the competition and 
it no longer represented a 
true test of international 
tennis strength. Once the 
premier tennis event in the 
world, it was being in¬ 
creasingly oversliadowed 
by the Irananza that had 
been created by open ten¬ 
nis. For some the quest for 
loot clearly took prece¬ 
dence over patriotism. 

America, supported by 
France, urged that play in 
each zone should be con¬ 
fined to one venue during 
one week of the year. After 
this move failed, France 
proposed that the twenty- 
four strongest teams 
should compete in a ‘final 
phase’ at one venue over 


two weeks. 'Ihen, it was 
said, a company such as 
American P^xpress might 
sponsor the event, thus 
guaranteemg the participa¬ 
tion of all the top players. 
Jack Kramer, who sup¬ 
ported the French propos¬ 
al, warned that without 
some such change a new 
competition might be laun¬ 
ched. Those who favoured 
the cliange thought it would 
overcome the old problem 
of overcrowding. Flayers 
no longer wxiuld be called 
on to give up four or five 
weeks of the year to repre¬ 
sent their countr>’ for little 


or no financiaf return. The 
traditionalists arguing 
against the change believed 
the Davis Cup would lose 
much of Its value if nations 
were denied the stimulus of 
staging contests on their 
own courts. These critics 
claimed that few countries 
possessed the facilities to 
accommodate twenty-four 
contests at one time and 
that fans in the smaller 
countries might never have 
the chance to see a Davis 
Cup match again. Moreov¬ 
er. the population of the 
host nation could not be 
expected to be vitally in¬ 
terested in W'atching con¬ 
tests between other na¬ 
tions on its soil. The tradi¬ 
tionalists won the day. 

A belated decision to 
admit the contract pros was 
more effective in reviving 


public interest. It led in¬ 
directly, however, to the 
notorious players’ boycott 
of Wimbledon. Nikki Pilic, 
who had turned profession¬ 
al with WCT in 1967, was 
now eiijidble to play for 
Yugoslavia and his federa¬ 
tion selected him for the tie 
with New Zealand in Zag¬ 
reb. Wlien Pilic declined to 
play and Yugoslavia lost a 
tie It expected to win, the 
federation suspended him 
for nine months. Pilic 
appealed to an ILTF 
emergency committee and 
in the meantime was per¬ 
mitted to play in the French 
Open, where he finished 
runnerup to Nastase. The 
committee reduced the 
suspension to one month, 
but this meant that Pilic 
would stQl be unable to play 
at Wimbledon. PUic wanted 
to play and the recently 
formed Association of Ten¬ 
nis Professionals supported 
him by imposing a jdayers’ 
boycott. The unfortunate 
ch^ of events did no great 
harm to Wimbledon, where 
Kodes, a Czech, beat Met- 
reveli, a Russian in the 
final. What it mainly 
showed was that the some- 


A number of leading players were 
either unable or unwilling to play in 
the competition and it no longer 
represented a true test of 
international tennis strength 
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what feudal old days when 

countries could dictate to 
their players were gone for 
ever. 

There was another break 
from tradition in 1973 when 
the responsibility for the 
overall runnmg of the Davis 
Cup each year was shifted 
from the defending nation. 
In future the administration 
would be in the hands of a 
committee of management 
elected from among the 
competing nations. This 
was a logical quel to the 
abolition of the challenge 
round. 

The easing of the ban on 
contract pros ^ve Austra¬ 
lia a chance to relive some 
golden memories. In 
Wayne Reid the Australian 
association had a young 
president adept at enlisting 
commercial sponsors. To 
get Australia’s commercial¬ 
ly backed challenge under 
way, Reid and Neale Fras¬ 
er recruited two former 
stalwarts, Malcolm Ander¬ 
son, who was thirty-eight, 
and John Newcombe, who 
was twenty-time and in his 
prime. Later in the year 
they added thirty-nine- 
year-old Ken Rosewall and 
thirty-five-year-old Rod 
Laver. This Dad’s Army 
formed one of the oldest 
teams on record—and one 
of the best. 

The Australian campaign 
almost ended disastrously 
in Madras, in southern In¬ 
dia, on a Sunday in April 
before a ball had been 
struck in the Eastern Zone 
final. Having beaten Japan 
at Tokyo (where New¬ 
combe lost a ’dead' rubber 
to Toshiro Sakai), the Au¬ 
stralians had just arrived in 
Madras when they were 
informed by the police of a 
dearil threat to them made 
by a Pakistani terrorist 
group called Black Decem¬ 
ber. The group was said to 
be trying to force the Indian 
Government to release 
some ninety thousand 
Pakistani prisoners-of-war. 
Only a few days before, it 
had blown up an airline 
office. 


Fraser called an immedi¬ 
ate meeting of the play¬ 
ers—Newcombe, Ander¬ 
son, Geoff Masters, Bob 
Giltinan and John Cooper— 
and the two writers travell¬ 
ing with the squad. Peter 
StoiK and myseif, to dis¬ 
cuss whether to stay in 
Madras or leave im¬ 
mediately. The person 
most at risk was thought to 
be Newcombe because of 
his international ^e. Both 
he and Anderson were 
married and had children, 
and Masters, who was then 
single, nobly suggested 
that he and the other 
bachelors should stay and 


S lay the matches while 
[ewcombe and Anderson 
departed. What finally de¬ 
termined everyone to stay 
was the personal guarantee 
of safety by the Madras 
assistant commissioner of 
police. Drastic emergency 
measures were enforced. 
All the Australians were 
moved onto one floor of 
their hotel, and when 
Wayne Reid, his wife and 
an LTAA councillor. John 
Heathcote, subsequently 
arrived they were allocated 
rooms on the same floor. 
The players were confined 
to the hotel except for 
visits to the courts, when 



...In charge of the operation was one 
of the test sharp-shooters in the 
Madras police force. Dressed in 
civilian clothes, he was never far from 
the players' sides, whether at the 
hotel or at the court. The 
sharpshooter always carried a sun 
hat. Inside it was concealed his 
revolver. 


they were acn);. n .med by i 
a van lull of arisi. li ,K>lice ' 
Police with m.ii-!.i!K- >juns ! 
guarded the visiu i'^ day i 
and night, checked all their j 
meals and intercepted ev- i 
ery letter or package i 
addressed to them. In ' 
charge of tlie operation was i 
one of the best sharp- 
shooters in the Madras j 
police force. Dressed m ! 
civilian clothes, he was | 
never tar from the playens’ 
sides, whether at the hotel 
or the courts. The sharp¬ 
shooter always carried a 
sun hat. Inside it was con¬ 
cealed his revolver. 

After so much suspense, 
the matches were an anti¬ 
climax. However one 
glance around the tempor¬ 
ary stadium—built from 
wood, nails and rope 
around a cow-dung court in 
just ten days--at the 
scores of armki police on 
the lookout for possible 
assassins quickly dissolved 
any complacency. New¬ 
combe crushed Anand 
Amnlraj 6-3, 6-1, 6-0. 
Anderson was m even bet¬ 
ter form, beating the more 
talented Vijay Amritraj 6-1, 
6-2, 6-1. Then Newcombe 
.ind Masters added the de¬ 
cisive point by defeating 
Vijay and Premjit Lall in the 
doubles 4-6, 6-2. 7-5, 6-3. 
I'he Australians felt a lot 
easiei w'hen they left Mad¬ 
ras, but even in Calcutta, 
where a connecting flight 
was made to Hong Kong, a 
dozen soldiers, all armed 
with machine guns, sur¬ 
rounded their plane until it 
took off. 

Meanwhile, America 
started inauspiciously in 
Mexico City when Tom 
Gorman succumbed in the 
opening match to the deft 
touch of Raul Ramirez. The 
patient basebner Solomon 
saved his country by beat¬ 
ing both Ramirez and Joa¬ 
quin Loyo-Mayo. Gorman 
and van Dillen won the 
doubles. America’s next' 
opponent was Chile, which 
had saired an upset win 
over Argentina in Buenos 
Aires, with Pat Cornejo 





beating GuiOermo Vilas in 
five sets. At the unlikely 
venue Little Rock, Ark<in 
sas, Fillol and Comeio put 
up stout resistance m the 
singles before Icsing to 
Gorman and Siniih respcn:- 
tively. There Inllowed a 
doubles tnafiii o( a record 
122 games wliK'fi tcxik six 
hours and ten minutes 
(spread over two days) to 
complete. Smith and van 
Dillon wore down Fillol and 
Cornejo 7-4. .'17-39, 8-6, 
6 - 1 , 

Ill liuropean Zone A, 
Rumania was weakened by 
Tmac’s temporary retire¬ 
ment from cup play and 
only narrowly beat the 
Netherlands, which could 
now call on the fleet-footed 
Tom Okker. In the zone 
final in Bucharest, Russia 
led Rumania 2-1. Then 
Nastase whipped Met- 
reveli, and his new team¬ 
mate, Toma Ovici, beat 
Teimura Kakuliya. 

In Zone B the young 
Bjorn Borg collected only 
four games against Orantes 
as Sweden went down to 
Spain in Bastad. Hut Spam 
imied against Italy, who had 
found a dogged young play¬ 
er in Corrado Barazzutb. 

! He beat both Santana and 
Jose Higueras, and in the 
final in Prague he raised 
Italian hopes by beating 
Kodes in the opening 
match. 

Gardira, the former play¬ 
er who was now the Italian 
captain, may have been of 
too excitable a tempera¬ 
ment to perform the role. 
According to the referee’s 
report from Prague, ‘he 
incessantly incited his play¬ 
ers without any reason, 
thus disturbing not only his 
own players but the Czech 
players too. Any time the 
bail was close to the lines,' 
added the referee, ‘he 
jumped out of his chair and 
onto the court, shouting 
and gesticulating, every 
time pointing to a wrong 
mark.’ Gardini received a 
warning from the commit¬ 
tee of management. But 
the Czechs recovered to 



By the time the Czechs arrived in 
Australia, Laver and Rosewall were in 
the Australian team, after an 
absence of eleven years in Rod's case 
and seventeen years in Ken's 


beat Italy and so earn a trip 
to Australia for an inter- 
zone final. 

By the time the Czechs 
arrived m Australia, Laver 
and Rosewall were in the 
Austialiari team, after an 
absence of eleven years in 
Rod’s case and seventeen 
years in Ken’s.. Laver’s 
form that year had been 
poor until he returned 
home and captured the in¬ 
augural Australian mdoor ti¬ 
tle at Sydney with wins 
over Newcombe and Rose¬ 
wall. The prospect of again 
playing Davis Cup en¬ 
livened him. 

Kooyeng was packed to 
cajiacity for the first time in 
years when in the o|)ening 
match Laver toppled Kodes 
6-3. 7-5, 7-5. But jiri 
Hrebec, the Czechs' num¬ 
ber two, shcxik Newcombe 
in the second match 6-4, 
8-10. 6-4. 7-5. In the dou¬ 
bles Rosewall returned to 
the court where he had 
made his debut twenty 
years earlier and with Lav¬ 
er beat Kodes and Vladimir 
Zednik6-4, 14-12, 7-9, 8-6. 
On the third day Liver put 
Australia into the final with 
a 4-6. 6 3, ()-4. -1-6, 6 i win 
over the g.Tllant Herbec. 
Awaiting her old foe was 
Amcnca. who once more 
beat Rumania, this time at 
Alamo, California. Ruma¬ 
nia's only point was gained 
by Nastase with a 6-2, 6-4, 


6-2 win over Marty Ries- 
sen, another of the com¬ 
eback pros. 

Before the final, which 
was held indoors for the 
first time before a dis¬ 
appointing crowd in Cleve¬ 
land, captain Ralston had to 
make a difficult decision. 
He badly needed reinforce¬ 
ments. Ashe would have 
been an obvious one, but 
Ashe hadn’t realized he 
would be eligible and had 
made a commitment to play 
in South Afnca. where a 
government anxious to see 
its team readmitted to the 
Davis Cup had granted liim 
a visa. America had a youn¬ 
ger star, Jimmy Connors. 
Connors had said he wasn’t 
‘ready’ when invited to play 
in the early ties. Now he 
volunteered for the final, 
but Ralston turned him 
down saying he preferred 
to stick with those who 
were ‘part of the team dur¬ 
ing the early hard work’. 
Fraser also had a problem. 
He had to decide which of 
his great players to dis- 
appoHit. After much deli¬ 
beration he nominated 
Newcombe and Laver for 
the singles and doubles, 
leaving Rosewall and 
Anderson ‘on the earth'. 

T he final resulted in a 
5-t) whitewash for Au¬ 
stralia, an abrupt end to 
America's record streak of 


seventeen cup wins 
stretching over five years 
and 231 days. However, 
the contest was far fi'om 
one-sided and the first day 
provided some of the best 
tennis ever. Newcombe 

E ut Australia one up by 
eating Smith in a repeti¬ 
tion of their 1971 Wimble¬ 
don final 6-1, 3-6, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4. He served and re¬ 
turned splendidly and was 
''ery sharp' at the net. But 
Smith improved as the 
match progressed and led 

3-1 in the filth set. Though 
Smith held a break point for 

4-], Newcombe held ser¬ 
vile and fought his way to 

5-4. In the next game 
Smith made three volleying 
errors and went match 
point down. A serve and 
volley saved him, but New¬ 
combe reached match pobt 
again with a backhand that 
clipped the net cord. 
Gambling with a bold 
second serve down the 
middle, Stan served a dou¬ 
ble fault. 

Laver overhauled Gor¬ 
man 8-10, 8-6, 6-8, 6-3, 

6-1. Although Gorman pro¬ 
duced the finest tennis of 
his career for the first three 
sets, Laver had been 
through such crises many 
times before. He kept hit¬ 
ting out. When the tide 
turned, Tom was 
swamped. 

While everyone ex¬ 
pected a fresh Rosewall to 
be named for the doubles, 
Fraser resisted a sen¬ 
timental instinct to nme 
him. Newcombe and Laver 
liad better serves and were 
fit and confident after their 
singles. Also, they formed 
the ideal right-handed/left- 
handed combination. Fras¬ 
er’s judgment proved cor¬ 
rect: Newcombe and Laver 
destroyed Smith and Erik 
van Dillen Ll, 6-2, 6-4. 
'They bombarded van Dil- 
len, whose ‘freshn.ess' was, 
if anything, a disadvantage. 
Against two champions 
who now had their eye in 
Erik found ffis best shots 
comii^ back harder than he 
had hit them. He was over- 


whelmed. There was no 
holding the Australians. 
Newcombe swept aside 
Gorman 6-2, 6-1, 6-3; Lav¬ 
er subdued Smith 6-3, 6-4, 
3 ^. 6 - 2 . 

For their cup efforts 
over the year the Amer¬ 
icans were reported to 
have been paid $15,000 
each, while the Australians 
received $1000 apiece per 
match up to the final, when 
they were paid an unre¬ 
vealed sum, believed to 
have been $3000. If the 
rewards might have sur¬ 
prised Dwight Davis, he at 
least would have been 
grateful that the great play¬ 
ers were coming back. 

B ut the events of 1974 
would have appalled 
lum. In this year .South 
Africa became the fifth na¬ 
tion to win the cup. Davis 
would have been pleased to 
see another nation break 
through, though not in 
these circumstances. For 
there was no final. South 
Africa was given a hollow 
victory by India, who de¬ 
faulted as a protest against 
apartheid. 

The readmis.'.ion of 
South Africa indicated a 
certain degree of naivete 
by some of the Davis Cup 
Nations. 'I'o be fair, they 
were concerned at keeping 
politics out of sport and 
were worried at what might 
happen if the game in some 
countries could be penal¬ 
ised because ol govern¬ 
ment policies in those coun¬ 
tries. The South African 
LTU was perceived to be a 
non-raczal body and the 
South African cham¬ 
pionships in 1973 had fea¬ 
tured a number of non¬ 
white players, including 
Ashe. Yet, with a signifi¬ 
cant number of countries 
intent on hating nothing to 
do with South African 
sport, the ILTF courted 
disaster by letting South 
Africa return. The readmis¬ 
sion was conditional, on 
South Atica entering the 
South Section of the Amer¬ 
ican Zone, as it was ex¬ 
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pected fewer probl^s 
would occur there. (The 
American Zone was first 
divided into two sections in 
1931. but not until the late 
1960s did the south section 
regularly function.) Never¬ 
theless, Argentina de¬ 
faulted to South Africa, and 
C;hile agreed to play the 
Springboks only in Col¬ 
ombia. A less publicised 
default was that by Sri 
Lanka, who objecU'd to 
playing Taiwan. 

The two giants, America 
and Au.stralia, both failed 
early, and theii elimination 
helped to make the embar¬ 
rassing outcome more in¬ 
evitable. America's defeat 
in Colombia was its €.arliest 
loss ever. Because of sche¬ 
duling difficulties, and Con¬ 
nors' continued lack of 
cooperation, Ralston was 
again denied the services of 
America’s best players. 
Since Cotmors won the Au- 
stralKin. Wimbledon and US 
cliampionships his absence 
particularly diminished the 
Davis Cup. No American 
bef(>re him liad ever tre¬ 
ated the compi'tition with 
such appaiciu disdain. Ral¬ 
ston took away a second- 
stnng line-up of .Solomon, 
van Dilien and Fasarell, 
'who weie not strong 
enough to master the alti¬ 
tude of Bogota (8660 feet) 
and the clay-court skill of 
Jairo Velasco and Ivan 
Molina. The Colombians 


won each of their singles 
against Solomon and van 
EHUen, with Fasarell and 
van Dilien salvaging a little 
pride by taking the doubles. 

When Australia played 
the Eastern Zone final 
against India in Calcutta, it 
also was without its stars. 
Newcombe and Laver were 
in Dallas at the WCT finals 
and Rosewall was playing in 
World Team Tennis. Fras¬ 
er chose John Alexander 
and Bob Giltinan for the 
singles, and paired Colin 
Dibley with Alexander for 
the doubles. Alexander 
beat Vijay Amntraj 14-12. 
17-15, 6-8, 6-2 and Jasjit 
Singh 8-6, 6-4, 6-3, but 
Giltinan lost to Singh 9-11, 
11-9, 10-12, 6-8 and to 
Amntraj 1-6, 7-5, 4-6, 4-6. 
Tlie cntical doubles went to 
the Amntraj brothers 17- 
15. 6-8. 6-.'l. 16-18, 6-4. 
(The total number of 
games, 327, is the f^eatest 
ever played in any tie). For 
India, the tnumph brought 
great joy. For Australia, 
such a jolt so soon after the 
exhilaration of Cleveland 
showed how capneious fate 
could be in the 1970s. 

Russia emerged as win¬ 
ner of European Zone B 
when she beat Czechoslo¬ 
vakia 3-2 in Donetsk. The 
Czechs led 2-1, but Mel- 
reveli came from two sets 
to one down to beat Kodes, 
7-5 in the fifth set, and 


The critical doubles went to the 
Amritroj brothers 17-15,6-8,6-3, 
16-18,6-4, (the total number of 
gomes,327, is the greatest ever ployed) 
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Kakuliya won in lisc sett^ ! 
against Pala. Tlu- Soviets | 
could not repeat I heir re.^^• ' 
guard action in the inter 
zone final in Poona. .Ahtn i 
the Amntraj brothers had ; 
given India a 2-1 led by j 
winning the doubles, Anand i 
scored the clincher against i 
Kakuliya on the third day ! 

In Zone A. Italy taied , 
better than for more tlian a 
decade, squeezing past 
Sweden and Rumania. I'he 
Italians not only possessed 
a dynamic new player in 
Adnano Panatta but in him 
and Paolo Bertolucci they 
usually held an edge in dou¬ 
bles. A major factor in 
South Africa’s success was 
that It, tix), had an out¬ 
standing doubles pair in 
Hewitt and McMillan. 'ITie 
pair wrapped up the Amer¬ 
ican Zone final against Col¬ 
ombia’s Molina and Velasco 
after Moore and Hewitt had 
won the first two singles. 
Next, South Africa won its 
inter-zone final by lieatmg 
the Italians 4-1 on cement 
in Johannesburg. The visi¬ 
tors sprung a suipnse by 
bringing in Tony Zugarelli 
but he tost to Hewitt in five 
sets. Moure beat Panatta in 
four sets, and Hewitt and 
McMillan defeated Panatta 
and Bertolucci 7-5, 6-4. 10- 
8 to assure themselves 
(though they did not then 
know It) of the cup. 

Anxious letters and tele¬ 
grams were wntten and 
dispatched when it became 
clear that India would re¬ 
fuse to play South Africa. 
Although they had the 
choice of ground, the South 
Africans offered to play the 
final anywhere, but were 
firmlv rebuffed by the Indi¬ 
an Government. The Indian 
LTA pointed out that India 
could become the first 
Asian country to. win the 
cup. Still the government 
would not relent and all 
negotiations came to no- 
ttung. Instead, India de¬ 
manded the expulsion of 
South Africa, and South 
Africa the emulsion of In¬ 
dia. Dwight Davis’s ideals 
were forgotten. 






/ a time not SO 

seemingly 
ifa ISeti^, ago. A dme be¬ 
fore tlw onset of softom^ 
sod receding hair- 
liae, of power and fitness, 

1 could be called a 
'ilpOdlsiOaa 1 remember it 
•-W^ f 

'A sportsman, not just m 
^ «tMcal sense of one 
to accept both vic- 
add defeat as merely *a 
mat of the game’. But in a 
fondamental, behavioural 
sense. In the-sense of wfl- 
linj^y springing out of bed 
at 5.30 every morning, of 
thtpwing myself into an 
SOB-me&e run—to 'warm 
up^-^ bekig able to flex 
p^s udth the consuirunate 
ease of a seasoned sportii^ 
machine and then round it 
ailofl widi a 400-metre run 
placiDg, comfortably, ahead 
(tf the padc, 

But then, like 1 said, that 
was a lifetime ago. 

Well, seemingly. Six 
years, to be exact, but a 
crucial six years nonethe¬ 
less. Years that marked the 
passage from a boy believ¬ 
ing he was a man, to a man 
waiting to believe he was a 
ix>y. Years that followed 
the packing of a suitcase 
with' a childhood and a lot of 
dreams in Calcutta and a 
move, to Bombay, the na- 
tkdi''a' Mateiiakst Mecca. 
AM B'orhewhhre down the 
UM, crammed with a new 
dity* new p^le. tow ex- 
peinences—indeed, a new 
f^BUthe old suitcase Ian- 
guiahed atop the cui^ioard 
ofmytiihid. Forgotten, 
iite a lot of the dreams 
that tmdc me to Bcanbay hi 
,the first place. And one (rf 
iBte first dteatoB to fide 
away;' waa of physical 
perftMoni Cone w^s tfie 
routiTO aunme dedication. 
Gone lyas the Madiiave]- 
fim .(fi^bngi M their stead 
rema&ed a ahrivelling 
bu8k.Me(t to stare m envy 
at sphctacular speCimeins as. 
thay passed W. on the 
street ttK) nie^ tMdc, 1 
«Mi|B Hcd tbatrJOa/x'. 

And each Jyisv wouM 
ptM 1^, a lit^ sHfla rnelul 


r-, 

• j ^ nV 



perlaps, as the Jock-Strap 
Dream faded halher into 
oblivion. 

'Then I came back to 
Cakutta. 

And pe^te who knew 
me back in school would 
owmlly a^, "What hap¬ 
pened to you?" or "I re¬ 
member you in school, you 
were soHd!” Or “Do you 
stiU play soccer/rugger/ 
hockey?" 

And my answer to the 
last question would always 
be, "Well...I haven't played. 
m years, but I want to get 
back into it." 

Sure. 

The questions had 
opened the suitcase and I 
couldn't even admit to my¬ 
self that, like a love afiair, it 
was over. There could be 
no going back. 

But, like a love affair, 1 
tried anyway. Setting my 
Electronic Alarm to buzz at 
unearthly hours it had 
grown unused to, just so I 
could kid myself I was 
doing workouts; keeping 
conscious track of my 
cigarette intake, bringing it 
down to 12 from the usual 


30-a-day. And, ki my mo¬ 
ments of reflection, my 
mind would work overtime 
convincing myself that my 
body was getting leancar. 
Harder. I started spending 
more time in front of my 
mirror. 

But the hairline con¬ 
tinued to recede. Thrare 
could be no denying the 
tell-tale strands on my 
shirts. 

But, like I said, I tried 
anyway, stroUtne across to 
school after wont, to ‘hang 
out’ with the guys. I was, 
after aU, ‘one of the boys'. 
A prodigal son, returned a 
man. 

And I’d play an hour of 
soccer, running about 
frenetically because, 
though my l&e didn’t, my 
masculinity depended on it. 
And at the end of a session 
a casual comment like, 
"You’re still pretty fast," 
(note the tact) would vindi¬ 
cate my travails. And I'd 
return home with a (filsc?) 
sense of accomf^shment. 

Then the guys I played 
with suggested I try 'nig¬ 
ger', and I found myself 
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r avtraMMiHit wortcout MHton wNth • 40 iNn^ 
piaeina ahMMi of th« pack 
But than, mt was a iHaame ago 


feeing, "Why not?" 
,wiy not JndMd? Tl* 
better to be'ina^forja 
sheep than a 
So I started otft 
for rugby pracftc^ 'nakipg 
. aire .eyorypne Ikqew 1 was 

out of totkh, lym a atu-' 
diedly rod, been a 
long tune, fm not .^siite 1 
0 - remember the gatee." 

vy Somewhere m the {fit of 
te my stomach, I couhl'fed a 

ty sinking. ,.. 

r, Athletes are Iflte animals: 

ig they smell fear. And act 

ly accordingly. 'The guy who 

asked me to turn rot in the 
n- first place said—patient- 

re ly—"Just do wftat i do.” I 

le should have known what 1 

ly was ddng, after aU, I was 

no longer a boy. I was a 
^ man. 

to So I ftfiowed him around 
ig the field, running like crazy 

s, every time 1 got the ball, 

i'. Perhaps more out cf fear 

a than strategy. But I’d revel 

perversdy in the bruising 
of whenever 1 was cau^t. As 

lit if these swelling, blue-black 

i, blotches on my biemish- 

ly free skin, were testimony 

it, to my Born-Again manli- 

jn ness. 

e, I obviously didn't do too 

badly, making it to the D- 
li- team, or some such thing, 

i’d But 1 began to find ex- 

I?) cuses: "Got a lot of work," 

t, “My girlfriend’s here”— 

sd anything my brmn could 

g- coifiure up, I’d use as an 

^ excuse. 

I todc to avoiding school 
on my route home: It was 
J the end of rugby for me. 

N Months later, -1 irot one 

of tM 'rugger guys' at the 
I ‘ CCFC nig^ and'TO greeted 

me cordially (albeit, codlyh 
Ai|dihen he a6kpd> ''Where 
were yro? I tildu^ yoq' 
were-5iqg»3ed fe be play- 
•« . 1 miuid>]ed.'sTOie hro- 

M ried reason, and sii^ied 

F away into the nif^t 

, AM, as 1 back 

from file darkness, .1 saw 
hkn smhk to His 

message was de^ .1 had 
I- fefled. to mdce 

His time eamo. 


AvQR QhMfi, 











More rubber 

That’s what the new Ceat C 800 offers. 
This sleek premium-depth car tyre Is 
packed with extra rubber. 

More ndleage 

And what the extra njbber gives 
IS extra mileage. The sleek design 
of the C 800 reduces drag and improves 
fuel efficierKy 

More Ceat 

The new C 800 has all the benefits 
of the advanced Ceat technology. 
And the C 800’s lightweight design 
with angular zig-zag ribs is a direct result 
of this technology. So that you get 
extra stability and smoother rides. 
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Casual footwear 
for anytime, anyplace 


fashion shoes 


Created tsy high-tech computer design. 
TROJAN fashion shoes are made from top 
quality raw material of International 
standards, with the latest Italian technology 
and know-how. 

Specially designed *grlp-n-track’ outer sole 
Is unique and exclusive to TROJAN fashion 
shoes, giving a firm hold as well as easy 
movement, both on uneven and smooth or 
slippery surfaces. 


With a range of styles and 
colours to choose from. For 
alt types of casual and 
leisure activities. 

Available at leading stores. 
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It’s carnival time again in the desert kingdom. West Indies, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and India are the centre of attraction this time. Mudar 
Patherya takes in the atmosphere 



The decline of US tennis 

David McMahon analyses the rise of European tennis powers and 
the decline of the United States 
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II see no hope for India 

IHF President MAM Ramaswamy hits out in an exclusive interview to 
Partab Ramchand 
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The Professor graduates 


y Alain Prost won Formula One’s driving championship in classic style. 
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Criminal 

THE interview ol hi ii Arnold by 
Novy K;i|;Kiia ui .S/a 'H-h orld (22nd- 
28th Oct) has k li 'lU'. .ind I arn sure 
many other smat -lovers in the coun¬ 
try t<xi. sho( kr.I .Kid dismayed. 

Men like K \ shaniia and Co. who 
seem to Ik with national in¬ 
terest and iwve little concern for the 
prestin< 'll the country, should be 
treated as ( ritninals, if wluit Mr 
Arnold .s /vs is true. It is hijjh time that 
(he (lovernnient should chalk out 
some means of doinR away with such 
cancerous elements from our vanous 
sports organisations. These are peo¬ 
ple who are more concerned alKiiit 
llieinselvt‘s and Indian sport Let 's 
hojK' the Sport 's Minister looks into 
the dismal showing by the Indian 
(ontiii)'ent. Such alletfations sliould Ik' 
seriously looked into. And action 
should he taken immediately against 
the olfenders. 

SANJEEH liANERIEK. 

K.inf>ui. 

Funny experimenting 
this 

'DIK Indian lejun selected lor the 
Sluujali rouniev is a little surprising. 
'Hie seleciots made it piililic that the 
intention at tJie start ol this sevison. that 
the intention was to ex|KTinieni and 
build a side lot tlie Woiid Cuii next vear. 
'ITiis was llk'ir leason lor drojiping Sunil 
(iavaskai. Oru- ol live mo-.l unlortunaie 
incidents ui conteiinKiran- Inilian 
inckel. 

II the oiteiition is to give voung 
players an o|)|)« irluiHty to prove them 
selves bedore the next World Cup. wlwil 
s<*nsc* is there in lakmg Madan Lil m 
ShanaJi.'' Didn’t Kaju Kulkarmi impress 
everybody around with a creditable 
perfomiaiK'e on a dead Honit)ay wicket.'' 
Obviously it is a contradict Kin in tt'mis 
to have taken Uie ageuig Madui ui i^ice 
ot Kulkami. 

III future the selectors should clialk 
out a selectonal excTiise and not lust sil 
down at st-lection meeluigs. 

II ANAM). 
t nlaitl.t 

Spikers spiked 

I HA VE been a .Sportsiror/f/fan loi 
some lime now ami voiir recent 
co\ erage ot the Sc'oiil .-\siad was in 
keeping with the hif.li st.indarvls that 
vouhave set (or voifisell. Hut I have 
one complaint. 

Your analysis of the l.silures and 


achievements of Indian sportsmen has 
been very constructive and praisewor¬ 
thy. You have very nghtly praised the 
perlormancesof P.T. Usha. Kartar 
Singh, the boxer.s and the judokas. 

You have thrown light on the unex¬ 
pected failure ol the hockey team, the 
footballers, most ol the athletes and 
the swimmers. 

But you seem to liave ignored the 
marvellous pcrfomiance of our vol¬ 
leyball team, Bagging a bionze medal 
III the face of such strong opposition, 

IS no mean tichievernent by any stan¬ 
dards. But It was very disheartening 
to note that the* media has been verv 
biased iii their coverage. Even the 
award giveis have iK'cn looking only 
one way. The I'sha way. 
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Clive Andrew O’Brien. Andy 
to his friends and regular 
Spoi tsworld readers. 
Apparently his sojourns to 
Karachi for the Champions 
Trophy and to Seoul for the 
Asian Games in addition to his 
interest in a variety of other 
things has paid off. For last 
fortnight he was the proud 
recepient of the Jaycees 
award as the 'Outstanding 
Young Person of West Bengal’ 
for 1986. 

At 24 that’s quite an 
achievement. Yet knowing his 
zest for life, dedication to his 
work, not to mention zany 
writing, there going to be a 
couple of more awards rolling 
in soon. Here’s looking at you 
kid. 


We volleyball lovers have been very 
badly hurt. We would therefore, for 
the fu-st time, like to congratulate 
them. Hope it’s gold next lime. 
PKAEENJir LAHIRI. 

Ranchi. 

Can’t figure It out 

lSN’'i' It high time you kept your 
promise and gave us the XBX Fitness 
Programme for (iirls? Anyone would 
think bovs are the only health freaks 
around and please, I've just GtJT to 
improve mv tigure! 

TARA VARMA. 

Calcultn. 

Grown up 

.APPROPOS the interview with Sunil 
(lavaskar. it docs apiicai that Sunil 
has mellowed down with age and his 
diplomatic comments on vanous 
issues has come as <i revelation 
Through the years. Sunil lias had a 
large lollowing of detraclois. prohablv 
contributed bv his bole! peisonaliiv. 
But what one (annoi deiiv is Uk' lact 
that on the held he is a phenomenon 
Bv the sheer magni'iide of liis con.si'' 
tent perforniaiK os in tlie last 15 
years, he has become a legend in liis 
own right. 

Much ol the vontiovci'.ies have 
hev'ii ptobahlv highligliK'd bv the 
press—obviously lor lioosluig iiicula- 
non. and insuad of sticking to lepoil- 
iiig >111 the game and iK-rlormaiices on 
the held, the press lias resorted to th>‘ 
sort vil gimmicks that ,ni' generallv 
attnhuti d to film lournaiism vix gossip 
anil slander. Indeed. Indian press has 
been proved to he notonous when 
ilisiussmg individuals Considering 
that leadeis lan go bv oiilv what is 
rejiorled, it must be to Gavaskai's 
ciedit that he has been siiicesslul in 
(iroving evervbodv vviung bv his per- 
tormances 

Being a statistician’s delight, he has 
also lound himself on tlieir wrong 
side—for most ol hts centuries have 
been equaled to India’s defeats. How 
sillv! 

h. SI ’HR.AmNIAM. 

Eonibiiy. 

Fitting tribute 

niAT was a good tribute to Sandeep 
I'all! bv R.iju Miiklieriee. 1) au ording 
to Ram. .Saridv would have been born 
Sii vears ago. then there wouldn’t 
have am Biadmaii now' Remembei 
the 174: 

AREA MISHRA. 

l 'ultJCk. 
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INDIA'S NATIONAL 
PASTIME IS POLITICS 
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than sense. After (and not before) 
the last Asiad the mmister faced a 
number of stereotyped quenes 
which are resen’ed fot (K'casions 
when India'siK'ii'omiance is particu- 
larly dismal. Mrs .Mva had no 
answers but to say that she was also 
disappointed. .And was waitmyfora 
full report from the I. O.A. 

This is like askm/t a patient who 
will not admit to his illness, to find a 
cure foi himself. All she will get aie 
excuses One of these will surely In- 
the untimely bewevtt of the Com 
menwealth Caines and the coiise 
quent latk ot esi>osure of inienia- 
tional ccanpetition. 

In a lengthy analysis, the emph¬ 
asis will be that an impro\ ed ptT- 
formance requires a tough oppo¬ 
nent, and he or slu' is available only 
abroad. That the Asiad u-as >) lesson 
from which everybody learnt and the 
next tune there is hound to be .1 
bettei performance, there might 
even he a gentle reminder that .ill 
sports tederations are autonomous 
and averse to any inteileiem e li om 


Alva, who one know s is geniwiel\ 
interested, will have no choice hat m . 
accept whatever IS placed bvtoi e ■ 
her 

In tact, if Mrs .Alva were only to 
lake a careful look at the working of 
these autonomous federations, as 
well as those ui.stitiitions supim ted 
hy the goveninietil, she will find one 
common tai tor. That is the ambiliun 
./fir'.HI ovetridmg desire for the 
otTh e hearets to wiangle trips 
ahioad. It is only logical that the 
larger the contingent the more the 
.icconipanyingoflici,ils 'nierelore a 
higliiniinhei ol athletes who have no 
ell,nice ate sent with the readymade 
excuse lluit i xposure can oiil\ im¬ 
prove staihlaids 

Tills. ii I may dare jioint out. is 
III lei nonsense. It vou do not have j 
the (Hitential, eonipeling .igamst \ 
those who are tar supei loi wall only 
deinoralise and not encouiage. lam 
not awaie of any otliri eountrv 1 
t'.\i epi India which repi atedly and i 
clieertullv nukes an ass of itself in so | 
many disciplines. This the govern- j 


i TJ TlllLE the national game ol 
j rr India can arguably be regarded 
I as ciicket theie is little doubt that 
\ the national jiasitnie l oritiinies in- 
j creasingly to ht ■ politics. 

' This Is III it H (■.'/)/( ‘if I in the mail 

areas which also elect the niaionly 
ol thei('present,Hives ofllieassetn 
blyoi the paihament. Discu.ssioiis 111 
thcsi' enviionmenls consi.sts mostly 
about equitable wages, pace of 
.crops, v.iganes ot the weather and, 
most unporianlly. the vanahilities ol 
the politiaaiis. The villager knows 
aniUares nioie about cabbages than 
be does about I Isba or Cavaskai, 
and mercifully he remains quite con¬ 
tent with his lack ol knowledge of 
intcniational sport. 

Uiiforlunatelv (his may not he the 
case with his electedrepiesi'iita- 
tives, who claims to know more 
about everything inclnding sfioit. 
Their concern is shown alter the 
event and usually in the form of 
questions based more on emotion 


the govrninieni. .And until the gov 
eninienl can airivc at a coinphchei 
sive sports policy of its own, Mrs 

I am not aware of 
any other county 
except India which 
repeatedly and 
cheerfully makes an 
ass of itself in so 
many disciplines. 
This the 

government can 
and must stop. Like 
other countries, 
why don’t we take 
stock of ourselves 
on the domestic 
level 


nient c.in and innst stop. Like other I 
countries, whv don t Wf lake stock ■ 
of ouiSelves on the domestic level. * 
(/(■< ide on those games in whii h vvr i 
can .ittain intei iiation.il siand.ii ds 
ami work towards a go.il with a 
pnrpest and.t lime limit? Is Ibis not 
the iiolii \ adopted hv most coiintnes 
with, attunes, spectainlai success? 

Meanw hile. there is no need for 
oni polutciaii to leel so concemed, 
as long as lu' is not prepared togive 
siioil the reqiusilt priohly, except 
to use It as polilu al leverage 
whenexei convenient (! refer to the 
hovi otl o! the (.'oniinenwcalth 

(Linies K 
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CATCH-22 OF SORTS 


O H to bt' in S!i,iijnh, 
now that N<’U’iiitit*r is 
here! 

While I run ilie risk of 
being drnw'C'i !« court for 
violation '! the Copyright 
Act, evi r! tiu- Laureate 
would h.i'. f nodded that the 
confe'>'?i(m was indeed in 
identical spirit. 

Itistaiicmg oneself from 
tile ohjeci of analysis lends 
maturity to perspective. 

I Was Miandad’s innings in 
tlie Austral-Asia Cup final 
as great as was made out to 
be? Did the I’akistanis 
overdo their euphoria fol¬ 
lowing his SIX off that full 
loss— which ought to have 
been hit for six anyway? 
Did we overstep restraint 
while singling out Kapil lor 
the scalpel? On the 
stren0h of the argument 
that captain-bowlers can be 
mathemalically susceptible 
at times.-* 




► ^ V 


Mudar Patherya, Sharjah 
bound, argues why cricket in 
Sharjah, to its benefit and 
disadvantage, will always be 
judged in the context of 
Miandad’s Final 


.The very mention of that 
final to the roadside critic 
relieves me of this sup¬ 
posed maturity. Without 
doubt It was one of the 
greatest iniiings seen in the 
condensed history of one- 
day internationals. Ranked 
alongside Clive Lloyd’s 102 
ui the 1975 Prudential Cup 
final? Or Viv Richards’ 153 
nut out against Australia in 
1979-80? Or Richards’ 189 
not out at Old 'I'rafford in 
1984? Kapil Dev’s 175 not 
out versus Zimbabwe in 

r 
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1983? Perhaps. 

Asif Iqbal logged Mian¬ 
dad’s classic .amongst the 
three greatest innings that 
he had ever seen. Majid 
Khan’s 109 against England 
in 1974 and Viv Richards’ 
189 not out completed the 
category. 

One will never tire of 
recreating that unforgett¬ 
able afternoon. India had hit 
245 in her allotted overs. 
No side had scored as mui h 
in a match at the venue. 
Bookies safelv assumed 




that India had all but 
laughed their way to the 
bank. 

'I'wo minor incidents at 
the ground confirmed 
which way the wind was 
blowing. An Indian expatri¬ 
ate millionaire was figuring 
out the complexities of the 
betting jargon. “Arre, 
paanch hajaar dirhani Inda 
Ik; bgaauo sc waapas kitna 
milevf’aa!'" The odds on 
India winning had shrunk to 
20p in a Rupee. Even at 
such a conservative offer¬ 
ing, backing India seemed 
as safe as a bond invest¬ 
ment. 

Odds on Pakistan win¬ 
ning the game? ‘l-'riend, 
have you got dirhams to 
throw around? Don't you 
want to buy goodies for 
your wife and kids back 
home? Ah yes, if you come 
across anyone willing to 
acci-pl money on Pakistan 

,, f ji^ I 
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Mudassar Nazar is foxed by thia one... 
but survives 


Abdul Qadir is broui 


lught down to earth by a drive from 
Dfitp Vengsarkar 








winning the game, please 
send him round Wonder 
where thev liave all dis 
appeared. ’ 

Having been ti.lined to 
the slock in.irket principle 
of buying at declines lo 
register windfalls, this was 
just what the doctoi would 
have ordeied. M\ til*' 
went just about as far as K. 
Sriman of Decain llcinld 
“If you have some nione\ 
to spare, why don't voii 
back Pakistan?" He thought 
I had gone round tlie bend. 
The trouble was that even I 
felt tliat he was nght. My 
tenner stayed in itiv pocket 
after ' all. 

With lime to go for the 
match to resume, 1 ven 
tured to th<' telex room. A 
message marked 'HU 
GENT' awaited an Indian 
correspondent. It was from 
his editor. It read: ‘RE¬ 
TURN TO HOMBAY BY 
TONIGHT'S FLIGHT AS 


What makes a reportine assignment in 
Sharjah refreshing is the atmosphere 
that it provides for a game. The crowd, 
a melting pot of expatriates from the 
sub continent, is never one-sided. 
Never partisan 


FROM TV IT LOOKS 
THAT INDIA HAS WON 
MATCH. I'LS AKR.AM.E 
BLACK AND WHJ'l'E 
AND COLOR PICTHRKS 
OF MATCH ALSO 
RtiD.S ' WIk'II llw ->i>c(md 
Pakistan wicket fell, oui 
Inend was lugging his tyjK-- 
W'tiler out of the pi ess box 
loi the dro'e to the airline 
offue to check on liis re¬ 
set \alion toi that oveiitng' 

F or the last louple ol 
years. Inc la-Pakistan 
malchc-.s have emerged as 
needle finishes After Im 
ran Khan had picked up d 


tin M in .Apnl 198;'). India 
had no chance. Stands with 
Pakistan supportens, dot 
ted witli flutieriiig vaids ol 
while and green, .iiid aisles 
ol salwai kameezed sup- 
porieis, broke out mlo 
organised ihaiiis ol ‘.Vaara 
e t.'iAbcvr' and ‘I’nkiston 
Zindubiid .' II w.is an emhai - 
ra.-.snient lo he an Indian at 
that cricket ground that 
morning. 

Epitomising the unpie- 
dictahilitv in this game ot 
.mcerlainlies, India shol 
Pakistan out loi 87. .And 
won by H8 runs, tjuite a 
few Indians in the Middle 


East were reduced to sign 
language by evening. 

What makes a lepoiting 
assignment in Slwriah re- 
fieshtiig IS the aimosphere 
thal It (irovidi's lor a g.ime. 
The i lowd, .1 melting pol o( 
expalllales from the sub 
loritiiieiit w iii'M-i one¬ 
sided. .Nevei ii.irti.saii The 
oveiall exiiiemenl lot an 
Inrlia I’akistaii game could 
give the build-up loi an 
Ashes match a run loi its 
inonev. f'erhap'' it has to 
be expenemed lo he be¬ 
lieved 

1 would hi tres|iassiiig 
on the ahilitv ol an astiolo- 
gei i( I loie.siivi an exciting 
tournameiil this week and 
jieM in Shariah I'asicaliy I 
am conlused: the final in 
Apri' IS the best adveitise- 
meiil lor eiicket in the (nilf. i 
(111 the niliei hand, everv | 
ni.'ilch alter that one is i 
hound lo htaiided .is an I 
anil-climax. I 

Catch-21? of sorts. i 
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Who selected who ? 

The faces behind the selection 


T he -tcm per¬ 

sists <ll!' ■ -lli. 

Most i' till' players 
selecit'i! i|i‘ iiisHves for the 
Indian ti -'I’i (or Sharjah. 
The Oil-' who were in 
wilh'jiii i(uestion were 
Kapil iJev, Gavaskar. 
ViMij''..!! kar, Shastri, 
Azharuddin. Eandil, Snk- 
kanth, Lamba, Maninder 
Siriffh and Chetaii Sh.irnia. 

With ten players out of 
the debate, four places re¬ 
mained to be discussed. 
Since the selectors felt that 
the side was c h(K:kerblock 
with b.ilsmeit, there was 
ample rcKuti for aiconimo- 
dalinj; imdium-paced all 
|•<<unders and spmnejs 
When the selectors and 
the (ajildiii met in c onclave, 
the ojitions had been laid 
out. flanuiii.ini Sinj’h was 
tivinii to c-djje III K’i’ Sinjfh 
and (iopal Shamia K.ipil 
Dev felt thal Mad,in Lai and 
Ronei ihiiiu well mills 
pcnsaliie Till South Zone 
Seh'Cloi tell lll.ll 11. Mun 
had dorit' enoii>;h to e.iin a 
pi,ice 

At this st,ii;e, Kapil 
Dev’s /iijiiiriienl .seemed lo 
be canviiiH the (h'haie, 
Madan l,.il and Kiij.;ei Ihiinv 
were in.seited as numbeis 
II and IZ 

Twti places to no Nine 
men in waitinp. Kaju Kul 
karrii. IL .Aiun, Manoj 



Prabhakar, RS.S. Ghai, 
Sadanand Vishwanath. 
Arun Lai, Kandhir Singh, 
Gopal SWma and Navjol' 
Singh Sidhu. 

Somebody suggested 
that the selectors decide 
between Madan Lai and 
Binny so as to accommo¬ 
date B. Anin in the squad. 
The argument could not bo 
earned through 

Pankaj Koy had managed 
to eonvinre the West Zone 


selector Tamhane to press 
for Randhir Singh’s inclu¬ 
sion, It IS learnt that 
Tamhane relented: he de¬ 
cided to forego Raju Kul- 
kami’s case on the grounds 
that it was a short tour 
anyway. Pankaj Roy then 
turned to Manmohan Sood 
for that crucial vote. In 
return, support for Madan 
Lai’s inclusion was assured. 
On the final count after 
much deliberation, Randhir 


Singh and Gopal Sharma 
slipped into the squad. - 

Arun Lai was dis¬ 
appointed Pankaj Roy the 
East Zone selector, tried to 
console him. “It's not the 
end of the road," said Roy. 
“You are Test material, not 
one-day mattrial,’’ he con-' 
tinued. 

Arun Lai was upset. 
What more do I liavc to do 
to prove myself ?’’ he 
asked. Pankaj Kov assured 
him a place mi the Board 
f’resident’s XI against Sri 
i,anka. “I am suic you wH 
get anotliei century and 
prove yourselt,” he told 
Lai- “What ? Do I have to 
sit foi my exam> again ?” 
asked Lai. 

Sadanand Vishwanath 
continued to be over¬ 
looked. Desjnle fair I'oii- 
sistency fiom the first 
matdi of the reason on¬ 
wards, Vi.-ihw.'inath found 
lew' bai kers. For one thing. 

It was le.irnt that the caji- 
tain was not supporting 
him Moreovei, the- other i 
selectois tell that he had ! 
bec*n quite suhdtmcl even j 
after the Rest had put up ' 
(HK) runs Vishwaiiatli de- : 
tended himself: “How could 
1 help It:' Ml c.iptain Veng- 
sarkai asked me to play 
safe 1 did jusi that. I'll get ' 
m\ chance some day. The 
last word is performance." 


Madan Lai: Wait supported 



CRICKET IN JODHPUR ? 

W HAT exactly transpired between the Jodhpur 
District Cricket Association and the Rajasthan 
Cricket Association for the Irani Trophy is not 
difficult to guess. 

It is learnt that even ihougli the JDCA paid Rs 7 
lakhs as guarantee money to the RCA for staging 
the match, the parent body did not offer any 
assistance to the organisation. It was for the first 
time that tlie JDCA w'as playing liost to a major 
game. 

The JDCA impressed with their enthusiasm, 
though orgaiiisationa) lapses were evident. The 
jjioc'ess of planting grass ovc'r the entire playing 
area had barelv started in September. Curator 
Sitaram was jiressed into service; his revamp of the 
ground earned him Rs ^o.OtK) after lh<' game, Wliile 
lilt! wifkc't was in keeping witli the genertillv 
accepted standard for first-class matches in the 
country, the outfield was a fielding hazard. 

Tile Joilhpur LTban Impiovcment Trust has 
sanctioned Rs 2 crores for the unprovemenl of the 
ground and .stadium. The premises .'ici'omniodates 
94 rtwims. The next time an important game is 
scheduled for Jodhpui, the organisers telt tliat the 
players would also be housed in the same complex. 

iJemonst rations at the start of the malt'h pro¬ 
tested the non-appearance of players bke Shastri, 
Azharuddiii. Kapil Dev and Gavaskar. It is learnt 
that in its publicity blitz befqre the game, tlie 
orj^ntsers liad stated that the superstars would be 
talung part. 

Tetex facilities were non existent—at the ground 
and Jhe CTO. .A veteran scribe complained; “In all 
ray 40 years of reporting from Melbourne to 
Moscow and Sydney to Seoul. I have seen nothing 
worse than this." 

However, wiial surprised obseivers was that for 
one of the more important fixtures in Hajastlian. a 
Board officnal no less than P. Rungta was conspi¬ 
cuous by Ins absence. 
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I N the past the Board 
used to be criticised for 
taking things lying down. 
Times are changing. Take 
an incident during die Bom¬ 
bay Test for example. Kapil 
Dev walked off with an 
injured back—the best part 
is that manager Frasanna 
was not even aware of the 
injury when asked for a 
statement by a Press¬ 
man—while Binny and 
Chetan Sharma stayed on 
in Bombay after liaving 
been ruled unfit at the 
start. And got it paid lor it 
too. 

Perhaps that's what got 
the Pressmen going. Right¬ 
ly tcxi. 7'/ie Aftenioun De¬ 
spatch and Conner refer¬ 
red to this ‘paid leave’ dur¬ 
ing the Bombay Test. 

When Binnv and Sharma 
later made an appearance 
dunng lunch for a casual 
warm-up. the Courier 
claimed shnbashi: Us mis¬ 
sile had got home. 

As ;i further develop¬ 
ment, th«‘ executive com¬ 
mittee ot the Board at its 
meeting on 5 November 
decided that cricketers de¬ 
clared unfit for a particular 
match would not tx' (laid m 
future. 

My khabar says that it 
was selector Kripai Singh 
who table the motion. He 
had got the Board presi 
dent Snraman to give the 
nix! while taking the flight 
from Bombay to Madras. 
Once the approval had been 
given, the rest was simple. 

I WAS reasoiiabiv kicked 
when my,khabar regard¬ 
ing the Indian team’s selec¬ 
tion for Sharjah was spot- 
bn. Hie beer sessions dur¬ 
ing the Irani Trophy de¬ 
bated whether Aruii Lai 
would be in or not. 1 
trusted my man: nis ’dope’ 
was that Randhir would 
edge in at Lai’s expense. 
When a journalist friend 
conveyed this to Lai, ‘l*ig- 
gy’s’ response was: “Is it? 
That would be a good 
choice. Randliir is a fighter; 
I would be happy if he was 
chosen. ” 



You should have heard 
Kapil Dev enthusing about 
Lai. “Mv word, what an 
innings. Don’t forget, his 
287 was hit off West Zone’s 
Ixiwling. The outcome ot 
the match would have been 
ditferent if Hast Zone had a 
couple of .^run Lais." When 
reminded of the bat he had 
presented Arun Lai in Eng¬ 
land, Kapil shot bai k with: 
“Just shows that 1 gave it to 
the riglit man. ’’ 

I t’s a.imiz:iak how rumours 
take root. On 6 Novem¬ 
ber. thi dav before the ■ 
Irani Trophy, the Rest nets 
were conducted bv Aran 
Lai. The word that spiead 
around was that Vengsai 
kar was not coming to Jodh¬ 
pur for the game. But the 


rea.son heliind liis abseni e 
was most interesting. The 
rumour was that DBV was 
mighty cheesed off with tlie 
Board tor having o\ ei • 
looked him foi the n,itional 
captaincy time and again 
On the morning ol 7 
Novvrnbei, Vengs,irkar 
was sei'ii w.ilkiiig out to 
to.ss with Madan Lai. 
Rumour has been twice 
round the world e\en be 
lore Truth has had tune to 
put on Its boots. Wonder 
who s.'iid that’' 

G lVlNti lodhpui the Ira 
m Tropliv w'as ,i 
triumpho! soilstoi the 
local assoiiatioii I'he pres¬ 
ident ol till* body wanted to 
commemorate the llxture 
by presenting a gold com 



“After Arun Lai had scored 501 runs in two innings, 
someone just had to be selected from East Zone!” 
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forthe loss. Bui In , itivid 
late on tlic nionii'iij' . die j 
match. To he moie i.u- I 
cise, just when RaiimU i ! 
Singh Ghai was going I* ■ 
anilile in for lus first over, 
Rushan Lai Malhur, the 
duel, made it straight tor 
the ground. Madan l.al was 
singled out and the cum 
delivered, 'falk ol drama- 
tic.s... 

G I'ESS who’s on lop ol 
the popiilantv charts 
this cnckel sea.son.’’ Apart 
from the realiv hurra 
fishes. I mean. While your 
grey cells are working, 

I ead on, I )n (i November 
w'heii the 1 )elhi te.im ar¬ 
rived bv the Jodhpur Mail 
to play the h am Trophy, a 
crow'd ol iiOiM) awailed 
them ai the railway station, 
'file lo.ir that eiiipled was 
not ‘Jimmy, Jimmy’, hut 
'Kamho, Rambo, Ramho. 

Raman Lamha's toji rat¬ 
ing was I ontirmed on the 
last dav. Whiii- the prize 
distiiliution was m prog- 
less, the /rzs/i w:is unmis¬ 
takable The crowd cla 
clamoured for the De¬ 
lhi opener Just goes to 
show what a bit of dash c.m 
to do voiir reputation within 
a month, . 

I P vou shook vour head m 
disbeliel when (>.iv.id^ar 
w;is diopped and llieii le 
called, vou might .is well 
get pn‘p,iiefl agam (Jiiile a 
few eats wise alerted in 
Jodhpur when Raiulhii 
Singh m;ide it tor the Shai - 
lah side Mine pu ked up 
this I onveisalioii belwi-cn 
.1 selector and another: "Af¬ 
ter Arun l.al had scored 
.'>01 runs III I wo innings, 
some one nis! had to he 
si iected from P'ast Zom !" 

N O riClvl) something 
(|Uite amusing in Jodh- 
pui. While the ci icketers 
woiv-put up Hi the 'I'ourisl 
Bungalow and the selectors , 
at the Circuit House, the 
Board secretary and Kat>il 
Dev had been logged in the 
Umaid Palace at i<s «IK) a 
day’ 
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Extra! Extra! England beat 
Australia! 

No, it’s not the current Ashes series 
that we’re talking about. It's a series 
that exists solely in the tracks of a 
floppy disk. Matching the strongest 
teams that could have played for the 
Ashes. Maybe it was only in a Test 
series played on data-stuffed 
computers, but John King’s findings 
are full of nostalgia and interest 



iii 
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W dK'll IS (I. .-ij-u 1 

Allies tl'.l!!' ■ 'll List I 
25 years' In a !ij.v ■ ',u .n'l-d ' 
attempt lo settle i' iitte!-, 
tion. Australian and Imih 
land teams were seleetid , 
from players wlie played > 
from l%tl, and pilled j 
against each othei in a lom- ; 
puler Test series. The ! 
teams were: ! 


EinlMHl Australia 

WM Lawfy G Boycott 
R B Simpson J H Edrich 
H.N Haivev E R Dexter (c) 
G S Chappell K.F Barrington 
IIV Chappell M C Cowdrey 
A R Border A W Greig 
H W Marsh IT Botham 
R Benaud IC) APE Knott 
A K Davidson F S Trueman 
G D McKenzie J B Slatham 
D K Lillee D L Underwood 


Kdili player’.s Test 
career was nnal\ sed for 
consistenev ns well as aver¬ 
age. A batsman's scoring 
rate as well as his level of 
scores was entered into the 
ctimputer. Similarly a bow¬ 
ler’s strike rate as well as 
his economv was entered. 

The computer then play¬ 
ed each Test on a ball-by-all 
basts. (.)nco the data was 
entered the only outside 
influeiKe wau the deter- 
rninatiou i»l howling 
changes. liach team had a 
strong attack, although En¬ 
gland had live mainline 
bowlers compaied to Au¬ 
stralia's four. Itoth teams 
had a strong line-u)i of bats¬ 
men How will batsmen 
perform when faced with 
such a strong attack'' How 
w'tll bowlers perform with 
such a strong battuig line¬ 
up pilled against them? In 
actual Tests it is very rare 
lor such strength of halting 
or bowling to be present. 

.All five 1 ests were play¬ 
ed over five days of six 
hours, each with no rain. 
.All five Tests produced a 
result. A' expected, both 
the batsmen and bowlers 
found the going more diffi¬ 
cult than in real life. This 

PtX)tograph by Boru 
^iiustrstwn by Bnnda Dwta 
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was because there were no 
easy bowlers for batsmen 
to attack, and there was 
strong; battinj; to a! least 
No. 8 in both ifii'n, 

Only three biKi !. ii per¬ 
formed as expo. ii (i. Bar¬ 
rington, with 111 runs at 
SI. 75. headed ii)e batting 
averages, lie vva.s followed 
by Both,mi .18.5 runs at 
48.15 and t«reg Chappell 
(464 run-. >it 46.40). 

Four bowlers tfwk 20 or 
more wh keis. Benaud led 
the bowlers with 28 wick¬ 
ets al 25.64). He was fol¬ 
lowed by Trueman (24 al 
26.04). Botham (21 at 
26.62) and Statiiam (20 at 
26.8.5). The strength of the 
English attack was the 
cause of their winning a 
close senes 3-2. 

Ian Botham's fine 
allround performances 
earned him the Man of the* 
Series award. 

Some batsmen and bow¬ 
lers had dismal senes, as 
they did occasionally during 
their actual careers. 

Details ol the Tests are 
as follows; 


FIRST TEST, 
EDGBASTON 


After Benaud won the toss, 
England liaci Australia in 
trouble al 42 tor 3. Ian and 
(ireg Chappell then res¬ 
cued Australia with a 7.5- 
run partnership before 
Underwood removed them 
both. A sixth-wicket part¬ 
nership heuveen Border 
and Marsh added 73 runs in 
73 minutes. At the end of 
the first dav Australia were 
244 tor 7, and were dismis¬ 
sed foi 30.5 just before 
lunch on the second day. 

England began well and 
at tea were 110 for 2. After 
Greg Chapi>ell broke the 
Boycott-Ban ington part¬ 
nership, removing both 
pbyers, England fell to 139 
(or 5. Botliam came in at 
^^8 point and led an excit- 
'‘mg recovery. When Eng¬ 
land were dismissed for 
296 just after iua h on the 
third day, was 98 



Richie Benaud led the wicket tally with 28 wickets 



On top of the batting averages was Barrington with 
414runs 


not out, scored from 163 
balls in 187 minutes. 

Batting a second time 
with a lead of nine runs, 
Lawry and Simpson gave 
Australia a sound start with 
a partnership of 117, Lawi^ 
and Greg Chappell shared a 
110-run partnership for the 
third wicket before Lawry 
was dismissed for 102. 
Greg Chappell went on to 
score 123 in Australia’s tot¬ 
al of 404. 

England began their 
second innings requiring 
414 runs to win in 350 
minutes plus 20 overs. 
Edrich and Boycott scored 
185 in 210 minutes before 
Greg Chappell dismissed 
Boycott for 75. When the 
last hour started England 
were 327 for 2, still requir¬ 
ing 87. Edrich was run out 
for 192 with England still 79 
short. 

Botham entered to score 
35 in 39 balls. His part¬ 
nership with Barrington re¬ 
sulted in .58 in 76 balls in 42 
minutes, and England won 
the nijitcli with 15 balls to 
spare. Ian Botham with 98 
not out and 35, as well as 1 
for 45 and 3 lor 69. won the 
Man of the Matcli aw'ard. 


SECOND TEST, 
LORD’S 

Trueman and Slatham had 
Australia in trouble at 28 
for 2, when Harvey and 
Greg Chappell came 
together to add 61 for the 
third wicket. At 155 for 6 
Marsh and Benaud com¬ 
bined in a stand of 89, and 
Australia were dismissed 
for 303. 

After a promising start, 
with Boycott scoring 42 
and Dexter 91, England fell 
from 231 for 5 to be all out 
for 266. Davidson returned 
figures of 4 for 48. 

Australia, after losing 
Simpson at 14, had a 97-run 
stand between Lawry and 
Harvey. Greg Chappell and 
Border scored some useful 
runs, but Harvey was the 
only batsman to pass 60. 
Australia were out for 318. 
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Trueman, with 24 wickets, was second to Benaud only 


Itequiring .356 to win, 
England began badly, with 
Boycott dismissed by 
Davidson in the second 
over. Once Benaud came 
into the attack the England 
cause deteriorated even 
further. Only Cowdrey, 
with a patient 75, passed 
30. Man of the Match Be¬ 
naud took 6 for 41. England 
were dismissed for 190. 
Australia winnmg by 165 
with, ove-r two hours to 
■spare. 

THIRD TEST, 
HEADINQLEY 

England never settled 
down after Lillee removed 
Boycott and Dexter with 
only 21 on the board. Only 
Botham (.54) and (Jieig 
(32), who shared a sixth- 
wicket stand of 6.5, reached 
20 in England’s total of 199. 

Au.stralia also began bad¬ 
ly, with Tiuenian removing 
Simpson and Harvey tor 
20. L.awry (37) and (Ireg 
Cliappcil (.57) begat) .Au¬ 
stralia's recovery, and Ian 
Chappell (90) and Bordei 
(87) added 110 tor the fifth 
wicket, lifting Australia to 
.36.5, a lead of loti. 

In England's second in¬ 
nings McKenzie removed 
Boycott and Edrich for 33. 
Barringtfm (81) led the re¬ 
covery, and w'ith support 
from Knott (51 not out), 
England scored a patient 
319. Benaud was the des¬ 
troyer with 5 for 91. 


Australia were left to 
score 154 in 624 minutes, 
and after a fiery opening 
spell from Statham and 
Trueman, they were in dif¬ 
ficulty at 50 for 3. But 
Simpson and Ian Chappell 
at W) for 3. But Simpson 
and Ian Chappell c-arricd 
Australia to a seven-wicket 
victory, with more than a 
day to spare. 

Benaud, with 8 for 129 in 
the match, won his second 
Man of the Match award. 


FOURTH TEST, 
OLDTRAFFORD 

Trueman quickly removed 
both Simpson and Harvey 
withou< scoring, and Au¬ 
stralia were 6 ior 2. They 
never really recovered. 
Lawry batted resolutely for 
his 74, but Australia were 
all out for 173, with Botham 
taking 5 tor 46. 

Alter Kdrich's removal at 
6, England’s top three bats¬ 
men gave them a good 
start. Boycott (.58), DexU'r 
(44) and Barrington (61) 
had England at 150 for 2 
tH'fore a mid-mniiigs col¬ 
lapse tiK)k them to 230 for 
6. Greig and Knott added 
82 for the seventh wicket. 
England's total of .'161 gave 
them a lead of 188 on the 
first innings. 

The Australian second 
innings flounderi'd, and 
they were always in danger 
of an innings defeat. After 
seven wickets fell for 103, 


Davidson led a late recov 
ery to a total of 196. Greig 
(4 lor 36) and Trueman (3 
foi 49) were England’s best 
bowlers. 

Ixft with nine runs for 
viclorv, England won by 10 
wicki'ts with two days to 
spare, (iieig's match fi¬ 
gures of 6 for 73 and top 
score ol 87 won him the 
Man o) the Match award. 


FIFTH TEST, THE 
OVAL 

Thi- deciding 'J'est .saw Aii 
slralia make an eai ly break 
tiirough and put England on 
the defensive. Lillee (4 for 
42) and Benaud (3 lor 11) 
kept the Englislimen on the 
run. They were dismissed 
for 192, with 'IVueman tlio 
highest scorer (41 not out). 

The bowlers were also 
on lop in the Australian 
innings. Only (neg (Ihap- 
pell of 'he main batsmen 
got going. Australia col¬ 
lapsed from 120 for 3 to 
185 for 8, when McKenzie 
joined Benaud. They took 
the score to 255 before 
McKenzie was run out. 
Trueman (4 for 81) and 
Botham (3 lor 64) were the 
best bowler-s. Australia led 
by 76 on first innings. 


Allei another early col¬ 
lapse to 158 for 5, Barnng- 
loii and Botham came 
together lor a partnership 
of 148. Barrington scored 
124 while Botham top- 
scored with 129 Benaud's 
ai curate bowling, in taking 
5 for 114. ke|)t Australia m 
the game. lingland were 
dismissed for -lit), leaving 
Australui to score 335 in 
588 minutes 

Stalharn and Trueman 
had Australia in early ddfi- 
culties at 38 for 1. Then 
Greg Ghappell and Border 
took tile score to (16 before 
another collapse s.iw Au¬ 
stralia at 117 tor 7. David¬ 
son joined Border tor a 
14()-riiii pai tncrship, but 
they were dismissed in suc¬ 
cessive overs (0 leave Au¬ 
stralia at 261 for 9 and 74 
runs shoit ol victory. 
McKenzie .mil Lillee lifted 
Australian Hopes with a .5t)- 
run stand belme Botham 
dismissed Lillee to give En¬ 
gland victory by 23 runs 
and the Ashes, .Stalharn (4 
for 74) and Botham (3 for 
(>8) shared the bowhng hon¬ 
ours). 

Man of the Match was 
awarded to Botham for liis 
century and six wickets, 

WiRden Cnckcrt Monthly 



A pre-match social avant? ian Botham sipa a bsar 
while Dennis LiHae prefers a maasaga 
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RIDAY, AuKUbt ! ; 
2086. saw ihe latfM n 
the long line of e. I'l.' "i 
awaited events in llu’ ^ n. k 
eling calendar, tlie p. i.'ii’lv 
Phillips’ ctickeiaii.i . u- non 
The first inaioi lapn.se 
was that tin- rci.iH' )oi a 
complete ivin oi It'/,sc/e/i.s 
was not biol.'‘i. on this 
occasion, iiiunupting a 
seqnen. i ' >1 .!'> sales where 
It had bci ii In lad the best 
set VM-ni lui llie teasonahiv 
mode'll pnce of 
quite a bar¬ 
gain. p.iriiculaily when you 
consider that .i single 
photocopied page from a 
veiy early edition with 
wlial was ciainied to lie Tim 
Rice’s thuinhiirint on it 
went foi a staggering 
.4:270.1)00. (Tiin Rice was a 
well-known (iicketei and 
collector fioni the late 
19(K)s who wrote song.s in 
his spaie time.) 

Arteladb Ironi the I98()s 
seem to In* the vogue thesi' 
days, with what nuist sine 
ly be one ol the best exam 
pies of the ‘batiinan'^ hel¬ 
met’ leading the w.tv Im- 
believahle as it m.ii seem 
today, these ung.iinlv 
moveiiieiit and iision 
resliicting items ol piotec 
live geai v\eie wotn b\ 
batsmen lor a bnel pc nod 
in the lOdtis. They 
emeiged to helfi combat 
ban ages o( conlmuous 
four-pace bowler attaiks 
which, it is said, delivered 
the ball at sfR'etls of ovei 
9(>niph with tlie sole intoii- 
tion ol decapitating the 
batsman rather than dis¬ 
turbing the bails, though 
current exjKTts agree that 
such stories aie much ex¬ 
aggerated. 

Helmets ceased to lie 
used when the TCCH intro¬ 
duced measures to curb 
intiniidatorv howling; white 
lines were painted halfway 
down the pilch, the stumps 
were reduced tn size, run¬ 
ups weie limited to five 
paces, and the bowler’s 
non-delivery ann was lied 
behind his back. These 
days the measures are 
seen to have been draco¬ 


nian and were undoubtedly 
instrumental in causing the 
present world glut of legs- 
pinners. Anyway, batsmen 
soon decided that the hel¬ 
met was cumbersome and 
unnecessary, and it dis- 
ajipeared as quickly as it 
had been introduced. 

The example that went 
under the hammer at this 
sale is particularly inteiest- 
ing. It belonged to an Rug 
land captain of the 19Ht)b. 
Michael Ciatting. The hel¬ 
met has a large dent in it 
caused not b\' a hall but by a 
clash ol heads in a nux-up 
when running between the 
wickets, fialtiiig. so legend 
has It. was so wide that his 
partners had gi eat difficulty 
in running around him, and 
they often collided (‘You 
should see the other 
bloke's helmet.' (iatting is 
quoted as saving.) The inci- 
cient prompted the intro¬ 
duction of the now-lamiliar 
running lanes painted down 
the side of the pilch. Peo¬ 
ple olten wonder why one 
ol these is twice the size of 
the other, tlie reason 
being, of com SI. that it was 
‘tl.iltiiig’s l.<iiie'. 

Among niiscellaneous 
Items whuh aroused in- 
teuxst was Lot 111, a cou- 
pl(‘ ol plates. The first, 
fioin 19')8, conimenioniles 
(ieolliey Hovcott’s TOOth 
cen'iiry, and tlie second, 
also a Itovcotl plate, cele¬ 
brates his fifth lesteinoiiwl 
and cariK's the inscription 
’One hundred thousand 
pounds in M<iv'. 

A real collector’s piece 
caiiii' tiom the 1989 sea¬ 
son. one of the {Hs kel tele¬ 
visions issued to umpires in 
the Ti-st senes to assist 
with close decisions 
These, ol course, were 
wiUidrawn immediately be¬ 
cause a certain umpire 
admitted he was watching 
the racing from Cattenck 
when he missed an impor¬ 
tant runout. 

One of the plastic pitches 
which every major cnckel 
ground was compelled to 
uistall in 1992 was also on 
offer. They were intro- 


DAYS OF 
FUniREPASr 


Peter Yates reports from a 
century hence on a 
cricket auction that tells much 
of history to come 
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duced idtL’i the farcicnl 
situation the previous sea 
son when om* emmt\ de 
cided to play all their home 
games on the beach be¬ 
cause they said it vmis no 
worse than some of the 
awav pitches the> ijlayed 
on. The plastic pitch, 
though, was quickly dis¬ 
carded when It was realised 
that if all pitches were per¬ 
fect and the same there 
could be no excuses and 
commentators had nothing 
to talk about. 

Book section 

Of most inleiesl in the- 
whole sale was the l)ook 
section, and one book in 
particulai -a i at her dog- 
eaied copy ol a i ult book ot 
the 19K()s which has siir 
faced rei'eiitlv. Publication 
of 77)<* I'mk Sfit'ctiir bv ‘A 
County iruketei' laused 
the bigge-.! siandal and up¬ 
set lit iTU kcl sinee the 
Packer affair H) veais i.ir 
liei Very lew < opies ol iliis 
book survive Oex.iuse olfi- 
cials of ihi-' 'I'CCH went 
around huving up everv 
available cojn. wlm li tliev 
burnt 111 a nig bonfire at 
Lord's with an elligy of ‘A 
County Criiketer' on tup 
which boie .1 remarkable 
resemblanee lo one 1 T 
Botham. In but evarvone 


recognised Uiat Botham 
didn't write the book as he 
was under a court injunc¬ 
tion at the time that pre¬ 
vented him from sayang or 
writing anything except 
nuisery rhymes (his 
tavoiirite was Pot Goes the 
\\ easel) on piiin of being 
sent into internal exile in 
Basildon. (Historical note: 
these days 1.1'. Bvitham is 
best remembered as the 
man who introduced pol- 
smoking into cricket. 

It's hard to believe, isn’t 
It. that back in the dark 
ages ol cncket lOIJ years 
ago. cannabis was actualK' 
illegal and was a prescribed 
substance bv the TCCB. 
The.se days, of course, we 
recognise it as one ol the 
most healthy things known 
to man and no one wviiikl 
ever dream ot going out to 
bat without first having a 
louple ol pufls. More iii- 
credihle still is that gin was 
actuallv /egaf, hadn't lieen 
banned hv (he TCCB. and 
was also said to be drunk 
bv Test selectors, though 
these d.ivs we recognise 
this lo be the mere stutl of 
legeiul.) 

Secret diary 

The I’liik Sek'i lor, a kind 
ol Set ret Diarv of an MCC 
Mote, immediately became 


a cult book among cricki't- 
followers, with speoatois 
lurtivelv passing well- 
thumbed photocopies lo 
each other under their 
umbrellas at 1'esl ui.itches. 
Naturally it was banned 
from all cricket grounds, 
one umpire being striiik off 
the list foi having a copy in 
his pocket. He claimed he'd 
confiscated it (roni the 
bowler, but the bowler, 
having just had Ihrt'e Ibw 
decisions turned down, dt'- 
nied it. 

.As no-one would own up 
to authorship ol 77ie I’lrik 
Selector, despite a long and 
acrimonious investigation 
by the TCCB. tho\ ended 
up banning every count v 
cricketer lioiii plaving tor 
England, uicluding the toiii- 
ing parly that h.id iiist been 
selected for Australia that 
wiiUei. Instead thev 
selected a party ot ('x- 
plavers, niamlv commt'nia- 
lois, raptaiiied by Richie 
({enaiid. This caused a 
minoi outciy because some 
people claimed that Ben.iud 
wasn't English, thoiigli 
when the I'CtU rv'gula- 
tions oil rcgistialioii wen' 
studied closely it was disio 
veil'd that anyone who 
worked lor the BBC was 
deemed to be English foi 
till' purpo.se ol 1'esi si-lec- 
tion. 

The subsfciueiil lout, ol 
course, became the most 
notorious o( .ill tune. Eng¬ 
land won fi-P but in the 
priK’css piovoked the grt'al 
bowling inliniidation lon- 
Iroversy Irom which crick 
et never fuliv recovered 
One of the ex-playeis was 
fast howler Fred I riieman 
Before delivenng the ball 
he would desiTibe iii expli 
cit detail the exail b.ill be 
was alx'ul lo bowl, ideally 
suited lo batsman, pilch, 
weather, light and the stale 
of Hntisli politus. 1'he un 
loitiinale batsman, on 
hearing all this and realising 
that the Ixill would be total¬ 
ly unplayable, immediately 
•surrendeied his wicket 
without the ball being 
bowled. 



“...a 1980’s captain's T-ahirt (inaorlbed 'I’m In 
charge, were awarded to succaaafuii England cap- 
talna of the day) the highaat accolada..." 
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Trevoi Uailev. . .u die 
end ol every ''..i would ; 
explain in pieusf di i,n| ex 
acth vvhal had lijqipeiii d. [ 
caii.sing the batsman to le 
tire bored, the paitneiship 
became the riiosi U-ared. In 
cncket and Aiisfi.ili;! re 
fused to pl.iy England .igain 
until the two retired again 
liiifortuiiatelv Hie cruket 
loving public in England, 
havuig disiovered what it 
was like lo have radio com¬ 
mentary without these 
two. leUised to allow them 
back. (It was also quite 
ime. everv one thought, lo 
bavt' a winning England 
team. I I'lii'ii an tbd .■\ussie 
.\I emerged lo challenge 
England, followed by Oid 
West Indies and Old All- 
The Rest-OI’Em. leading 
to the pieseni day Iwo-tier 
system wlieie cricketers 
plav as an appreriiue for Id 
vears, commentate lor 10 
vt'ius, then graduate lo the 
real game. 

Rare edition 

Despite the interest cre¬ 
ated by this t.ire edition of 
Hie Pink Selecloi, u failed 
to reach its reserve price 
and wall stay tor the yiresent 
with the Mav tamily. 

Looking forward to next 
month's sale. Ibree items 
that catili the eve are a 
Uibds captain'.' T-.shirt (in- 
sLiibed Tm in I barge', they 
w el e aw ai (led to siici essful 
England captains of the 
da\. the highest accolade in 
cncket I; a well-prest*i ved 
example id a baiting 
m.iclune f nicknamed 
‘tieoff, these were taken 
on loin til give the bowlers 
something aullienlic to 
bowl at III tile nets); and the 
Who s Who of Cncket 
I'ointnenfaloi s (m the 
19‘Mls no-one would con¬ 
template sitting down at 
home to listen to or watch 
I ricket without this lengthy 
and indispensable tome). 

I’rospective buyers 
should note that cash i.s not 
accepted at these sales un¬ 
less accompanied by a 
banker's authorisation. 
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Ihe Decline Of us Temis 


Lift' if you i<■'// n 
that—was pinu 'nil lor 
Henry H. < . ."/'ff Ji 

Much of Ihi; i' .' hit' to the 
fact that !" 'load. .4 
former • Jmnpion- 
turned au . '■f'^itator, he 
had died iri home city of 
New )o’h in November 
Wfid. Sou, thirty years 
later, be was sent hack to 
earth ion a spectii] visa, of 
('worse; to see how the rest 
ol the world was petting 
along. What follows is an 
ingeniously-obtained trans¬ 
cript of his reflections on 
the present state of tennis 
in ihe land of his birth... 

T he first thing I wanted 
to do when 1 got hack 
down here was to meet 
tliat young whi})]H'i snap¬ 
per. John Ml Whal'sliis- 
name and dispell lus 
favourite notion, ^ou see. 
contrary to his beliels. ev¬ 
ery' single tennis umpu<' 
and Unesnuin who Ivis died 
has suhsequenilv gone 
straight to hea\en. 1 
wanted to tell him lh.it 
quite a lot of fonnet players 
who thought they’d liave it 
easy in the no.vl life w'ent to 
heU instead. 

Unfortunately, 1 didn’t 
gel to meet him. but in the 
course ot my travels here 
on earth, the tiling that 
.struck me most i.s how 
tennis has changed. It 
seems people make a great 
deal ol money out of the 
game now. In fact. I’ve 
even given up trying to 
calculate how many million 
Big Bill Tilden would have 
made if he had been bom 
half a century later 
Another truth that sad 
dened me was how tin 

P restige ol the I'mud 
tales has taken a battering 
over the last couple ol 
year.s. It seems that only 
tlic ladies are doing their 
tnt, thanks to Martina Na\ 
raiilova and Chris Uoyd. 


But you. can't really count 
Martina as one of ours, can 
you? I mean, she was liorn 
in Czechoslovakia, so why 
should we Americans take 
credit for her achieve¬ 
ments. Yes. 1 know wc 
made her a citizen of the 
US, but this is about the 
best case Of reflected glory 
I’v ever come across. Why 
should our national tennis 
association, our nalional 
press and the countrv in 
general, take the credit lor 
her victories? 

Fine. 1 can understand if 
the schools in l‘’lorida are 
given a holiday if Chnssie 
Lloyd wins Wimbledon 
(altliough I doubt she'll do 
that again). The youngster 
whom we all thought was a 
future champion in every 
sense of the word was Tra- 
cv Austin, who was prob¬ 
ably still in braces and read¬ 
ing .Alice In Wonderland 
wlien she won her first US 
Open Idle. But then, she 
burned oiu, didn't she? 
Mavbe no one likt's to use 
that w'ord. ..they sav she 
look an extended time otf 
the circuit or other pithy 
euiihemisms But I lie tnilli 
is. site just went into it loo 
early and too heav\. 

The kid witli jnglails- 
whai was her name 
now ...Andrea Jaegei—she 
was the one who looked 
like she would be a world 
licaler one dav. It doesn't 
seems like three and a hall 
years ago that she reaclH'd 
her first Wimbledon singles 
final. Of course, by that 
time, the pigtails had gone, 
replaced by a shorter, 
fashionable hairstyle. But 
she went the Austin way 
too. -So where does that 
leave us now? The onlv girl 
I’ve seen with any talent is 
Kathy Rinaldi, but she's got 
quite a while to go before 
she lilts the bigtime. 

So we’re faring pretty 
dismally in the talent 


stakes. That would perhaps 
be tolerable if our players 
were nice-looking, but it 
seems we’ve even lost out 
on that front as well. The 
young girl from Argentina, 
Uabnela Sabatini, is about 
the most beautiful tennis 
Lady I’ve ever seeh (and I 
S.IW (lussie Moran in her 
heyday) and though it might 
scTm unfair, she’s got a 
bonus w'hen it comes to 
playing talimt. She is the 
real champion of tlie future. 
But, mark my world, those 
diligent young lads in the 
United .States press 
corps -bless their mater¬ 
ialistic little souls—will 
seize upon the fact that 
Sabatini has chosen to live 
in the United States and 
will claim her as one of our 
own Ihe moment she starts 
pushing Navratilova and 
Lloyd. 

1 was also impressed by 
liana Mandlikova and Steffi 
Graf. I tlunk Mandlikova 
has come a long way, both 
in terms of tennis and also 
HI terms of emotional ba¬ 
lance. She seems lo have a 
far gi'eater belief in her own 
skills now tlian when she 
first made the Wimbledon 
final in 1981, when she was 
lathered by 1-loyd. Graf 
doesn’t strike me as being 
the most plensmg player to 
watch, but she hits that ball 
like she's got some sort of 
giudge against it. 1 just 
wish she’d smile now and 
then. 

I’m glad I’m just passing 
tlirough. in transit so to 
•sjieak. ] don’t think I’d be 
able to live with the fact 
that our men seems incap¬ 
able of upholding the tradi- 
timi of guys like Tilden. 
TIk'v say tennis domination 
goes through cycles and 
they’re certainly not wrong 
in surmising that the Amer¬ 
ican cycle is going downhill, 
with no brakes and only a 
steep cliff in sight. 


I’m talking about players 
of the calibre of Jimmy 
Arias, Aaron Krickstein, 
Robert Seguso, Ken Klach 
and Brad Gilbert. They 
seem like they all fit per¬ 
fectly into the Eminently 
Forgettable Characters slflt 
in world tennis. Nice 
enough fellows, all of them, 
but 1 can't see them ever 
winning the Davis Cup or 
bringing home a major sing¬ 
les title, unless you count 
sometlung like the Kath¬ 
mandu Open or tlu' Devil’s 
Creek Invitational. 

The kid I liad singled out 
for great things was Scott 
Davis, hut he might still 









prove me wrong. Okay, so 
he made the Iasi Nfasters, 
but that was no big deal. 
Tennis immortality does 
not mean being part of a 
sixteen-man field, and the 
sooner Davis rcahses that, 
the better for him. I’d rate 
him as the best second- 
stnng nude player around, 
but even he is streets away 
from being world class. 
Apart from the stalwarts 
like Conners and MeWhat- 
'shisname. do you realise 
that the last American to 
I each a Wimbledon singles 
final was Roscoe Tanner, 
way back in 79? That just 
goes to prove mv theory 


(Left) There are no Yanks 
aa beautiful as Gabriella 
Sabatini and none who 
have contributed as 
much as Connors 
(below). 









that our talent bank is abvs 
many shallow and in danjjt-r 
of drying up compIetcJv. 

1 reckon Connor^ has 
done us proud by i king 
to the professional t<>ar for 
so long. He’s til'- oldest 
regular on the i >n uit now 
and it doe.sn’i Miipnse me 
too much to M l' Urat his 
wuming grripii has slumped 
towards tin- doldrums. It 
must irk him to know that 
he can’t iiinip all over tus 
oppoeiuit--^ any more (re- 
member how Connors 
staughleied Ken Rosewall 
in the 1974 Wimbledon fin¬ 
al?) and you don’t need to 
be very perceptive to real¬ 
ise that Jimbo isn’t too 
many tournaments away 
from throwing away his 
steel Wilson which looks so 
sadly out of place amcmg 
the ^aphite rackets and 
their ilk. 
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John McEnroe oouM 
rovivc American tannic 


McWhat’shisname is an 
interesting proposition, 
though. Half the world had 
written him off and the 
other half thinks he can 
make it back to the number 
one spot. I hope for the 
sake of America that he 
fin^ his old championship 
fbim, but I wish his parents 
had sent him to a Swiss 
finishing school or some¬ 
thing. His court behaviour 
stinks and while that does 
wonders for attendances, it 
doesn't do much either for 
the image of the game or 
for providmg an example to 
youngsters. 

That’s another reason 
why I’m so impressed with 
the new crop of youngsters 
coming up. Boris lacker 
has done great things to 
revive the image of the 
cleancut tennis champion. 
So has Pat Cash, the gutsy 
young Australian who looks 
such an interesting proposi¬ 
tion for 1987. But the guy 
who really gets my vote is 
the French lad, Henri 
Leconte. He has it all. He 
could be another Jean 
Borotra, champion and en¬ 
tertainer all roUed into one. 
He’s got style, he can belt 
the ball when he wants, 
he’s got panache...and 
most of all he’s so theatrical 
that you think he’s going to 
bow to the crowd arwi come 
back for a couple of curtain 
calls at the end of a good- 
match. 

I’m glad I played my 
tennis in the Twennes. Be¬ 
cause 1 think any author 
who plans a book on Great 
American Champions in the 
Nineties will be left with 
only the prefece and no 
chapt^ inside. 

Unless Lendl takes US 
citizenship or MeWhat’shis- 
name luts paydirt 
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I Can See No Hope For 
Indian Hockey... 

...Especially with the way things stand, says 
M. A.M. Ramaswamy, President of the 
Indian Hockey Federation speaking to 
Paitab Ramchand, ‘MAM’ hits out at the 
Government, the Government-run sport’s 
bodies and the National Institute of Sports, 
Patiala and calls for the import of foreign 
coaches 


SPOXTSWORLD: The 
question that is upmost in 
the minds of every Indian 
hockey lovers is, what went 
wrong wUh the Indian team 
at the London World Cup 
and the Seoul Asian 
games? 

MAM RAMASWAMY: 
Firstly. 1 would like to say 
that we should not criticise 
our players for what liap- 
pened. ITiey did their best 
under most adverse cir¬ 
cumstances both at Seoul 
and London. They were 
probably a tired lot when 
they reached London. Play¬ 
ing two international 
tournaments in a row is a 
tou^ propositioa Still they 
performed as well as they 
could losing only narrowly 
to Pakistan, New Zealand, 
Poland and Spain, 'fhey 
drew with West Germany, 
which was a creditable feat 
and suffered only one bad 
kiss to Australia. At Seoul 1 
feel* we were rather un¬ 
lucky to lose to Pakistan, 
again by a naitow margin. 

But that is no consola¬ 
tion sUuse tee finished last 
bi the tweht-nation WoHd 
Cup. tiktre must be 
smother jo^pUmdtion! 


There is. The debacle is 
a result of various factors. 
The first and most impor¬ 
tant is the lack of support 
from the Government. Let 
me state categorically that 
there is no future for Indian 
hockey unless the Govern¬ 
ment seriously helps the 
lllF. 

Could you elaborate on 
that last statement? 

I could give you many 
examples to support what 1 
have said. I have repeated¬ 
ly said tliat unless there are 
more astro turf surfaces in 
this country, the game will 
never improve. At the mo¬ 
ment we have two such 
surfaces, or should I say 
one and a half. There is one 
in Delhi and a badly dam¬ 
aged one at Patiala. 

Playing on natural grass 


is a thing of the past. No 
country in the world does it 
now, except us. The condi¬ 
tion laid down by the lOA 
to get more artificial sur¬ 
faces to this country is that 
the State Government 
should meet 50 per cent of 
the cost. Laying an astro 
turf costs Rs 45 to 50 lakhs 
and so how can the state 
shell out the money? It is 
the business of the all India 
sports bodies and the Gov- 
emment to come up with 
the money. But there is no 
Government support for 
the game. 

You seem to be putting a 
lot of emphasis on the 
laying of astro turf surfaces 
in this country! 

That’s because 1 want 
Indian hockey to improve 
and the laying of such sur¬ 


If 1 sound angry, bitter and 
frustrated, it is because of the 
inaction of the 

government-controlled sport’s 
b^ies who seem to have little time 
or regard for Indian hockey 


faces is a major factor to¬ 
wards that improvement. I 
said we have one and a half 
such fields. Let me give 
you some statistics to show 
how far behind we are. In 
European countries like 
Holland, West Germany 
and Spain there are astro 
turfs all over tlie place. 
Holland lias 140 such fields, 
Germany 200 and Spain 50. 
Even smaller Asian coun¬ 
tries are better off. Hong 
Kong has eight and 
Malaysia the same number. 
Even Pakistan, which is 
similar to India in so many 
ways, has five fields. 

Many countries are in 
fact manufacturing artificial 
surfaces, whereas we are 
not in a position to import. 
How can our players be 
expected to perform mira¬ 
cles against strong opposi¬ 
tion on artificial slices 
when all our major tourna¬ 
ments are played on mss. 
Why, the Nationals at 
Bangalore last year were 
played on gravel! and per- 
fomances on this suitace 
served as a yard stick for 
selection for the national 
team. 

My own firm opii^ ia 
that sdl nu^ dlKS in this 
country stould have two 
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astro turf fields and aD 
other cities one. TTiere 
should he 50 such surfaces 
in the country'. I would ask 
the Government to lay 
these surfaces first and if 
the results are not forth¬ 
coming they can blame the 
IHF. There is no point in 
blaming the IHF now. 

Foil have made your point 
for the laying artificial 
surfaces quite strongly. But 
surely Ms is not the only 
factor which is responsibk 
for the decline of hockey 
starutards in this country? 

Yes, you are right. While 
the lack of astro turf fields 
are a major factor, there 
are at least two or three 
major aspects that have to 
be looked into. One is the 
urgent need for a foreign 
coach. You see, the game 
has changed considerably, 
largely because of the artifi¬ 
cial pitches. When the sur¬ 
face changes, the game 


changes. The roles have 
changed. There is little 
artistry left in the game, it 
is mostly hit and run, Drib- 
bli^ does not play a major 
role in the game but merely 
serves as ancilliary sup¬ 
port Trapping the ball dead 
and conversion of penalty 
corners are two very im¬ 
portant things in the game 
today and as millions of TV 
viewers all over the coun- 
jry would have noticed, it is 
in these two important 
aspects that we fail. Chiefly 
because our coaching 
methods are outdated. 

But isn’t it ironic that 
India which taught the 


game to the world are now 
to try and get the services of 
a foreign coach? 

You are talking like an 
old timer. It is no use 
talking about the days of 
Dhyan Chand and Roop 
Sin^. In those days hardly 
any country played hockey. 
Now things have changed. 
As I said, the game has 
changed, and it is time we 
adapt our game to this. And 
I finnly believe only a fore- 
i^ aiach is good for Indian 
hockey at this stage. After 
all, did not Austrafia import 
Indian coaches? and did not 
their game improve? When 
we can have foreign 


The game has changed 
considerably...and our coaching 
methods are outdated. 1 firmly 
believe only a foreign coach is good 
for Indian hockey at this stage 
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coaches for o* ■ 1 

can't see why n ■ . .»i‘( have ! 
one lor hockey i ■•.iimete 
be practical ahoui ihe.-M- 
things rather Ilian continue 
to live in the “goiHl tild i 
days. ” 

What are the other fac¬ 
tors you had in mind that 
need looking into? 

The training facilities at 
NIS, Patiala for instance 
are badly outdated. There 
IS no systematic training 
and the coaching methods 
arc outdated. And Uie less 
said about the playing con¬ 
ditions the better. How can 
one pnxiucc world cLtss 
players on such surfiices? 
Hockey cannot be played 
on a tennis court and tennis 
cannot lie played on a foot¬ 
ball field. Here 1 must con¬ 
gratulate P.T. Usha in par¬ 
ticular and our other girl 
athletes for winning m^- 
als. ITiey did so weD in s 
spite of the woeful f^lities f 








tfftended to them. If only 
Uiey eflioyed the kind of 
fadnies that athletes from 
odier countries have, Usha 
and the others would have 
pafotmed wonders. 

Let me ask a question. 
The gitls hail from Kerala 
and Karnataka. Have the 
authtnities there laid a sing¬ 
le synthetic track for their 
ben^t. which they can run 
and practise.^ Hockey, like 
athletics, suffers from want 
of proper grounds. Ttere is 
a cricket stadium in every 
major city. Why should 
there not be a hockey sta¬ 
dium? It is obvious that 
hockey has no support or 
patronage from the Gov¬ 
ernment or its agencies. 

You want more astro turf 
pitches kud. Isn’t that basi~ 
caUy your grouse against 
the government? 

That is not the only inst¬ 
ance of ^vemment in ac¬ 
tion. Let me give you 
another example. The IHF 
secretary Mr K.L. Passi 
was not cleared to attend 
the FIH meeting at Brus¬ 
sels last month. It was at 
our expense and yet he was 
not cleared. No woman 
member was also cleared. 1 
attended alone and how 
much can I say on my own. 
Let me say here that the 
President and Secretary of 
the FIH are very sym¬ 
pathetic to India. They are 
very sorry to see India’s 
poor performances . and 
they would like to have 
more Indians on the various 
committees of the FIH. But 
unless they meet them in 
person, how can they elect 
them. 

The top officials are 
ready to come to India for 
the Indira Gandhi Memorial 
Tournament to be held 
next year. They are ready 
to meet government offi¬ 
cials here and try and con¬ 
vince them on tlw need for 
the laying of artificial pitch¬ 
es in the country. But with¬ 
out prowr representation 
on the FlH, hardly anything 
can be achieved for Indian 



Harmik Singh, who is not the most 
popular of chaps, was forced upon 
us as the coach of the Seoul bound 
team by the NIS. 1 didn’t even know 
that Harmik was the coach till 1 
reached Seoul 


hockey. And here we have 
the government not even 
clearing the IHF secretary. 

As a result we had Munir 
Sait, an official delegate 
voting on behalf of Indian 
women’s hcKkey. 1 cannot 
get Indian officials elected 
to the FIH committees in 
absentia. In this connection 
I liope to meet the Prime 
Minister, Mrs Alva and Mr 
Narasimha Rao soon to im¬ 
press upon them the need 
to implement the various 
programmes for tlie uplift 
of Indian hockey. 

The IHF has a past re¬ 
cord of being faction rid¬ 
den and plagued by poli¬ 
tics. Does the problem stiU 
exist? 

No, there are no factious 
but there are certain inci¬ 
dents that do not represent 
the best interests in Indian 
hockey. For example. Har¬ 
mik Singh, who is not the 
most popular of chaps, was 
forced upon us as the coach 


of the Seoul bound team by 
the NIS. 1 did not even 
know that Harmik was the 
coach till 1 reached Seoul. 
Then the last minute 
change as manager could 
not have helped the side. 
Jhaman l.al Shamia backed 
out since he was nominated 
Director of Sports in the 
UP government. Then dur¬ 
ing the matches in London, 
I have It on good authority 
that certain players, even 
though they were off form, 
were played while other 
players, in form, were not 
played. But by and large 
the atmosphere in the IHF 
is certainly better now in 
these last two years since I 
have begun my second 
term than it was during my 
first term in the Seventies. 

If I sound angry, bitter 
and frustrated, it is because 
of the inaetkm of the gov¬ 
ernment-controlled sports 
bodies who seem to have 
little time or regard for 
Indian hockey. If the gov¬ 
ernment wants me to step 


down, 1 am {U'epared. Inffi- 
an hockey is more impor¬ 
tant to me than being IHF 
chief. 1 am prepved to help 
the new president from 
outside using connections 
as senior vice president, 
Asian Hockey Federation 
and Vice President, FIH. 

1 feel for example that 
someone like Gen. Mai- 
eckshaw would make a 
good IHF President. He is 
a strict disciplinarian and a 
no nonsense army man who 
is also close to govemmoit 
circles. He can get certain 
things done which I can’t, 
my hands being tied. 

For instance... 

Do you know, for exmn- 
ple, that I went practically 
on my own expenses to 
Seoul, London and Brus¬ 
sels. 1 was given a daily 
allowance of 140 dollars 
which is laughab'e con¬ 
sidering that the room 
alone cost 115 dollars a 
day. Where was I to go for 
food, transportation and in¬ 
cidental expenses? I was 
standing for two elections. 
But there was no entertain¬ 
ment allowance. 1 was 
given a total of 3200 dollars 
for my stay in Seoul, Lon¬ 
don and Brussels. On the 
daily allowance of 140 dol¬ 
lars, that comes to about 23 
days whereas my whole 
trip was extended to 38 
days. 

What about the remain¬ 
ing 15 days? I took nothing 
from the IHF or the lOA. 
That is why 1 say I practi¬ 
cally went at my own cost. 
Maybe I have the re¬ 
sources to manage, but 
what about some offier offi¬ 
cials? Is this any way to 
treat a top sports official on 
an important assignment? 
As things stand, 1 can see 
no hope for Indian hockey. 

What would be the prog¬ 
ramme you would recom¬ 
mend for the Indian team 
at the moment? 

Right now' 1 would say 
the players need a good 





The players need a good long rest. 
They should not even see a hockey 
stick for some time. They should 
spend some time with their families 
till the end of the year 


long rest. They should not 
even see a hockey stick for 
some time. At least till the 
end of the year let them 
spend time with their fami¬ 
lies. From the start of the 
next year could begin their 
systematic training under a 
foreign coach. Oh yes, and 
also a physical instructor. 
With modem hockey so 
much dependant on physic¬ 
al fitness such a person is 
absolutely essential. Then 
could follow 18 months of 
systematic training. Fortu¬ 
nately or unfortunately, we 
have no international en- 
ragements till the 1988 
Olympic Games at Seoul 
exfxpt for the tournament 
at ipoh (Malays^) in April 
next year. 

We should use this 


period for a rigorous train¬ 
ing session. There is talent 
aplenty in India. The 
national side could revolve 
around 1'hoiba Smgh, Sub- 
ramani, R.P. Singh, 
Somayya, Carvalho, Sha¬ 
hid, Pargat Singh, M.P. 
Singh, Vineet Kumar and 
Rawat. Six more young 
players need to be disco¬ 
vered during the next six 
.months and with proper 
coaching, this could be 


turned into a formidable 
Indian squad. 

One of the important de¬ 
cisions taken by the FIH at 
the Brussek meeting was 
not to have any interna¬ 
tional tournaments played 
on grass. Considering this, 
what is the position of the 
Indira Gandiu Memorial 
Tournament which was to 
be played on grass ai Vant- 
nasi? 


Immediately after re¬ 
turning from Brussels 1 
wrote to Mr Lokpathi Tri- 
pathi about the FIH deci¬ 
sion and requested him to 
change the venue to Delhi 
where it could be played on 
artificial turf, llic tourna¬ 
ment promises to be a ma¬ 
jor event in the world 
calendar. Invitations have 
been sent to Great Britain, 
Pakistan, Malaysia, Ger¬ 
many, Australia, Poland, 
Kenya, Spam, USSR, Hol¬ 
land and Korda. Initially, 
the response was not very 
encouraging as no interna¬ 
tional team like to play on 
grass nowadays. But with 
the switch over to artificial 
turf, I have no doubt that 
the response will be en¬ 
couraging. 
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Tliere is still hi^ 

Former Olympian, captain and selector 
Giirbux Singh differs with 
MAM Ramaswamy on some matters 
concerning the future of Indian hockey 


I IK) nm bi'lK've that it is 
the end of the road for 
Indian hockey. There is still 
hope if the future is plaraied 
and carried thcouKh in a 
proper nuumer. 

1 agree with the lUF 
President that the prime 
need at this stage is the 
import of synthetic sur¬ 
faces. 

The reason why we have 
fallen behind the Euro¬ 
peans, is that our players 
do not have the opprutunity 
to play on the surfaces now 
being ust'd in international 
tournaments. More impor¬ 
tant. is that our players 
learn then' basic skiUs on 
the natural surface and 
therefore find it very diffi¬ 
cult to adjust to Um; artificial 
turfs especially against 
players who have been 
DF^ on the artificial sur¬ 
faces. If your formative 
years have been spent no 
grass, on matter how many 
camps you have, on the 
astro fields of NIS, Patiala 
and National Stadium, De¬ 
lhi, it wiU make no differ¬ 
ence to the players at all 
The choice of a coach— 
Eurc^an or Indian—is at 
this stage of secondary im¬ 
portance. We are now 
looked upon as being at the 
bottom of world Iwckey’s 
numerical ladder. I doubt it 
we am do worse than finish 
number twelve in the fu¬ 
ture. We can only do bet¬ 
ter. So why should the 
Etux^iean coach take the 
credit for this "improve¬ 
ment"? 1 would go to the 
extent of saying that if the 
feareign coadi can nuike us 
OiymtMC or Wprtd Cham¬ 


pions, then he would have 
achieved something praise¬ 
worthy. By helping us to 
finish third or fourth he 
would not have done any¬ 
thing an Indian coach is not 
capable of. This because I 
still feel that we are in the 
four to six bracket in world 
hockey. We are surely not 
in the top two but equally 
definite is that we are not 
number 12. 

Mr Ramaswamy's de¬ 
fense of the players who 
went to Seoul arid London 
is justified. But his criticism 
of the coaches is uncalled 
for. All our players have 
been brought up on skills 
and tactics pertinent only to 
tile game on natural sur¬ 
faces. How can you expect 
the Harmik Singhs and the 
Ajitpal Smghs to change an 
individual’s basic skills and 
outlook to the the game in 
training camps that last for 
a few weeks. We have to 
make sure that youngsters 
start playing hockey on 
artificial surfaces right from 
their formative years. At 
the moment coaches have 
no major role to play. 

It is of vital importance 
that at least four or six 
artifidaJ surfaces are im¬ 
ported immediately and laid 


in the main cities. Moreov¬ 
er, after this the IHF 
should ban the playing of 
national level competitions 
on natural turf. 

With the present set-up, 
of playing National Cham¬ 
pionships on grass and 
even gravel, we are 
obviously choosing many 
wrong people to represent 
the country. When the 
national team is chosen on 
the basis of performances 
on natural turf some play¬ 
ers who would do much 
better on artificial surfaces 
lose out. We have to pro¬ 
duce and choose players 
who can play hockey in its 
modem concept. Not play¬ 
ers who are more suited to 
the natural surfaces. Stiahid 
is a genius and a must in the 
Indian team but even his 
dribbling has no relevance 
to tile new game. 

For all this the IHF is to 
blame. The federation 
should make it compulsory 
that, money or no money, 
the National Cham¬ 
pionships have to be played 
on artificial surfaces. 

'The IHF Chief has maite 
a very valid point that India 
has to have representatives 
in the International Hockey 
Federation (FIH). Unless 


We are obviously choosing many 
wrong people to represent the 
country. Shahid is a genius and a 
must in the team, but even his 
dribbling has no relevance to the 
new game 


we have our say at that 
level we cannot object to 
any change in rules that are 
being implemented. Unlike 
Palustan, India has never 
had any kind of influence in 
the international body. 
Even when we do have 
representation, it is in the 
farm of non fochnica! offi¬ 
cials. Unless the man rep¬ 
resenting us has a know¬ 
ledge of the game he will 
not be able to sucessfully 
argue against any rule 
cl»nge or come up with 
counter suggestions. If the 
government refuges to 
clear officials to attend FIH 
meetings, then they are 
making a big blunder. To¬ 
day hockey cannot be won 
on the field alone. Public 
relations and other boar¬ 
droom manoeuvering is 
very much part of the 
game. Take for example 
Pakistan. Having finished 
eleventh in the recently- 
concluded London World 
Cup they were automatic 
non-starters at the Six- 
Nation Champions Trophy 
next year. But using their 
influence at the lughest 
levels they have got the 
format of the tournament 
changed. Eight teams will 
now compete for the tro¬ 
phy and Pakistan is one of 
them. India could never 
have pulled off such a coup. 

T echnical knovried^ 

is not only a necess^ 
for those representing us in 
the international b^ies, 
but the same should be the 
case with our team mana¬ 
gers. A Manager who has 
played the game at. a high 
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level can be of immense 
help to the coach in team 
selection and in tactical de¬ 
cisions during a match. 
Merely being a member of 
thelHF’s executive body is 
no qualification for a team 
manager. 

But then that is the prob¬ 
lem with Indian hockey. 
Non-technicai people run 
everything. Take for inst¬ 
ance the inquiry committee 
that the IHF has set up to 
look into the Seoul and 
London debacles. The 
members of the committee 
are in no way connected 
wkh die technical aspects 
the game. Moreover, 


We have to make sure that 
youngsters start playing hockey on 
artificial surfaces right from their 
formative years. The choice of a 
coach—^European or Indian—is, at 
this stage, of secondary importance 


none ot them was present 
cither at the South Korea 
capital or in Londoa So, 
hke so many previous IHF 
and Government inquiry 
committees, this new one 
too wiO have no net result. 
It’s just an eyewash. 

A better vim would be to 


appoint an observer team 
of three or four technical 
people preferably former 
hockey players. These 
people should accompany 
our squad, independent of 
the team’s management.' 
They should report back to 
the IHF and the govern¬ 


ment not only about the 
individual and team per¬ 
formances but algo on the 
technical aspect.s and 
changes of the other 
teams. All hopi^ should not 
be lost as yet. We tiave a 
year and a half liefore the 
Seoul Olympiad and I be¬ 
lieve that if our players 
begin now to play both 
dunng practice and in com¬ 
petition on poly grass (tlw 
turf iist;d at Seoul) and tf 
th<;ie are a few ciuinges 
made from the curtrehl 
squad, then we have a 
cliance of winning the gold. 
Optimistic. Yes, but then 
we cannot afford to be 
otherwise. 



A Day of Drama 
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ATURDAY, November 
8, was Somerset's day 
of decuoon. Members bom 
afl parts of this agricuUural 
sfaiK congregated at I'aun* 
ton to listen and judge the 
argunoents put forward by 
su^pportes of tfu; County 
cri^t committee’s action 
in sacking Viv Richards and 
Joel Gamer, the two West 
Indian stars who have been 
with the rlub for the past 
thirteen and ten years re¬ 
spectively and, together 
with Ian Botham, made it a 
household name for the 
first time m its history; the 
faithful also weighed the 
points made by the rebel 
qppositi(Hi who demanded 
that the sacked stars be 
retained, insisting that dieir 
dismissal was poor reward 
for years of unrivalled ser¬ 
vice, 

Richards still has much 
good circket left in him, but 
among the duties of an 
overseas professional are 
some that require him to 
keep an avuncular eye on 
the younger members of 
the playing staff, mcluding 
those in the Second XI: 
give them counsel and pass 
on to them the benefits of 
his skill and experience. In 
a word, the pro is expected 
to be a major influence in 
the dressing room and 
beyond. 

Martin Crowe in bis one 
season with Somerset was 
all of these things: a gifted 
scorer of runs and a force 
tor accord and harmony aO 
round. He is ten years 
younger than Richards with 
an intemationa] career still 
in the process of being 
built. 

'rhere were good men 
and true (and one woman) 
who spoke on both sides. 
The ex-Somerset opener 
Peter Denning on behalf of 
the oppositicHi recalled that 
Richards has hit nine cen¬ 
turies in a season which in 
his case had taken tourtm 
summers to compile. 
There were a couple mwe 
speakers . who pemted to 
Peter Roebuck’s letter to 
Richards fit the start (d the 


season promising him loyal¬ 
ty in the warmest possible 
terms. Someone else criti¬ 
cised the offer of a contract 
to Crowe before the West 
Indian stars were informed 
that theirs were to be ter¬ 
minated. Surely this 
Slacked of duplicity? 

But Nigel Foppleweli, 
who left the cricket scene 
at the end of 1985 for a 
career in law, presented 
the other side of the coin, 
llie two Caribbean stars, 
he alleged, had become a 
law unto themselves. The 
dressing room atmosphere 
was simply tenible. Team 
spirit had vanished and 
Ffichards and Gamer, while 
often giving less than their 
best, expected their bread- 
and-butter coUea gues to 
perform above themselves. 
Neither were the super- 
stars too concerned with 
the well being of younger 
staff or about then- cricket¬ 
ing future. 

In the end, the decision 
to back the Committee 
was, in my opinion, the 


ri^t one. It affirmed the 
principle that the game is 
bigger than even the 
greatest players. To forget 
this, as Yorkshire foolishly 
did with Geoff Boycott, is 
to invite certain min. 

Richards equally is no 
saint. He can in turn be 
charming and boorish. For 
instance, was there any 
need to abuse the County 
Chairman Lcn Hill and the 
Cricket Committee Chair¬ 
man Brian Langford when 
they came to tlie dressing 
room to explain the Coun¬ 
ty's decision? And 

then there was an incident 
in the Delhi Test in 1984 
when given out LBW the 
great man broke som of the 
dressing room furniture in 
his rage and uttered a few 
choice imprecations on In- 
{tens in general. 

Nobody today plays 
cricket with the skill and 
'flair of the West Indians. 
They are a joy to behold 
and have been so for a long 
time. But their tactics and 
attitudes leave much to be 




desired. Black power hot- 
gospelling is a trifle wea^ 
for other ears and it is time 
that West Indian superstars 
realised that with the fame 
that cricket has given them 
also come their responsibi¬ 
lities to this most wonderful 
of games and its tradition of 
chivalry and fair play. 

I T certainly was a day of 
drama for football too. As 
1 had foretold earlier this 
season the writing was on 
the wall for Ron Atkinson, 
the Manchester United 
manager. I felt he would be 
lucky to survive to Christ¬ 
mas, but the club’s direc¬ 
tors wielded the axe this 
week after their side’s 
comprehensive defeat in 
the Littlewood Cup (named 
after the sponsor of what 
used to be known as the 
League or Milk Cup) by 
Southampton. 

United m a swift move 
got Alex Ferguson, mana¬ 
ger of Aberdeen in the 
Scottish Premier Division, 
to try the lusher pastures 
south of the border. Within 
24 hours of Atkinson’s 
sacking, Ferguson had 
packed his packs and was 
lodged in the Uiuted man¬ 
agerial seat. 

Meanwhile, Liverpool- 
who else.-'-have crept liack 
almost unnoticed to the top 
of the English First Divi¬ 
sion. They beat (Jueens 
Park Rangers 3-1, with 
Rush, Walsh and Johnstone 
getting their goals, and 
overtook Nottingham 
Fore-st who lost by a solit¬ 
ary goal to Coventry. 
LiverpiKil and Forest have 
an indentical 26 points from 
14 games, but the former 
wth the better goal differ¬ 
ence have inched ahead. 

Manchester United may 
be good drama, but Liver¬ 
pool provide the class. Who 
would be so bold as to say 
they won’t retain their 
League title? And it is only 
the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber. Only true champions 
have the capacity to 
magnetise such faith. 


Rush: sUn scoring 
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T he West Indians bemit 
beaten in a limited 
overs match—post Lord’s 
|r 1983 especially—has been 
heard of. But West Indies 
} ’ being beaten in a Test 
' match? That too on a Faisa- 
. ' labad pitch? Where if you 
'■'< went you got out only if it 
pleased yourself... 

^ • Well, thi.s story is not as 
,authentic as a three rupee 
note. 

West Indies were 
1 bowled out for 53 in the 
second innings. Pakistan, 
who had conceded a lead of 
89 runs in the first innings, 
eventually won the match 


All out for 53! 

The West Indies actually lose 


by 187 runs. TaDt of Ri- lar occasion—Clive Lloyd’s 
pley's... last Test—it took a left 

West Indies’ susceptibil- armer, Murray Bennett 
ity to spin is not entirely a and leg spinner, Bob Hol- 
theory that can be dismis- land to undo the West In- 
sed without scrutiny. The dians, 
last time that West Indies Are the West Indians 
had been dismissed in a particularly fallible to spin? 
Test match was in Australia This cannot be answered 

m 1984-85. On that particu- with any surety. The re¬ 


servations are: a quality 
spinner will probably suc¬ 
ceed aganst anyone, the 
West Indians not excluded. 
Another is that the Wei^ 
Indians, though they are 
the best side in the world 
today, cannot always be 
expected to succeed. 
Pakistan is perhaps the 
most difficult country to 
tour. Faisalabad is probably 
its most exacting venue. 
SCORES; Paklitm 189 and 
328 (Salim YoutuI 61, 
Waaiffl Akram SB) baat 
Wait Imtiaa 248 ami 53 
(Imran 4 lor 23. Qadir 5 for 
i3) by 187 runt. 




















W HY are' people 
attracted to speed? 
They know it's dangerous. 
Maybe that’s what makes it 
even more attractive. The 
acceleration of the pulse 
varies in direct proportion 
to the pressure of your 
right foot. And even if 
you're only watching, there 
IS no denying the thrill. 

It must be. Why else 
would people pay so much 
and travel so far just to see 
machines strain their en¬ 
gines to the maximum? Just 
to see a' dozen daredevils 
risk their lives? Funny 
thing is, majority of them 
come with die guilt-ridden 
ho|M of seeing an accident. 
Guilt-ridden, yes. But still 
as gory as ever. 

A casual spectator lines 
up along the track, watches 
in rapt admiration as the 
cars whiz past. But the day 
is comidetc only if he can 
go home and describe the 
gore and the blood. Once 
you get initiated into the 

AtheugtittuI Proat 
wonders how 
hsdMttthls yssr 


While Alain Frost went about 
notching up his second Formula 
One drivers’ championship, Nigel 
Mansell was definitely lucky to 
escape with just a shattered dream 






gut ot motor racing, you 
change. As you get in¬ 
volved. your outlook 
changes. You realise the 
tremendous nsk these men 
are taking. And each time 
you walk into the pits, you 
hnd yourself wishing that all 
you have to talk about after 
the race is speed. 

Formula One is speed. 
And with speed goes the 
image of daredevilry: of 
recklessness. But the last 
two years of Formula One 
have proved otherwise. 
Driving with the methodical 
perfection which has 
earned him the nickname 
‘The Professor'. Alain 
Frost has proved to the 
world that there is more to 
racing that just speed. Anti¬ 
cipation. Lightning re¬ 
flexes. An ability to strike 
the right balance of 
machine conservation. And 
a willingness to take risks 
when needed. Ail this has 
come to the fore under 
Piost. A man who is a 
perfect driver. Not neces¬ 
sarily a showman in the 
nwidd of Niki Lauda. But a 
champion nevertheless. 









Two consecutive Formu¬ 
la One Drivers’ cham¬ 
pionships have catapulted 
Frost into the same hal¬ 
lowed bracket ol Jack 
Brabham and Jackie Ste¬ 
wart. The first man to win 
two championships back- 
to-back since Brabham in 
1959-fi(). Another two wins 
and he’ll be rubbing shoul¬ 
ders with Stewart for the 
most Fonnula One wins. 
But even as he sprayed the 
champagne, the Uzz was a 
little flat. 

ITie reason for this was a 
subdued Englishman by the 
name of Nigel Mansell. Sit¬ 
ting disconsolate by his 
wife's side. Mansell had the 
satisfeiction ol knowing that 
but for a burst ot bad luck, 
it just might have been him 
spraying the Moet. A satis¬ 
faction that didn't have 
much consolation. 

If there was one person 
who went into the Adelaide 
Grand Frix. the last race of 
the season, with the title in 
sight, it was Mansell. He 
knew he didn't even have 
to win the race. All he 
needed was a third place. 


Nigel Maneeirs Wllllams-Honda blura down the 
straight while the man himaelf (Inset) can’t seem 
to understand how he ended up where he did 


Nelson Piquet pulls on his cowl before the final 
showdown at Adelaide 
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The equation also spelt that 
Mansell was home if any 
one but Frost or Nelson 
Fiquef took the chequered 
flag. 

Unfortunately lor Man¬ 
sell. the equation balanced 
out against him. Sixiy-lour 
laps into the race and Man¬ 
sell was lucked into a com¬ 
fortable third place. Keke 
Rosberg having diopped 
out with a bkiwn tyre after 
building up a 3i)-second 
lead. Round the sharp bend 
and into top gear on the 
fastest straight ot the cir¬ 
cuit. It was all over for 
Mansell. His left rear tyre 
e.xploded. And with it his 
dreams of becoming the 
first British champion siiwe 
James Hunt. 

Slewing around the track 
as the cat ground to a halt 
from l^iKhnph, Mansell was 
lucky to have ended the 
season with just a shat¬ 
tered dream. Even as he 
climiied out of his Williams- 
Hoiida. all he could do was 
watch Frost and Piquet 
roar off into the distance. ,A 
5 distance that kept his world 




title an elusive dream. 

After that it was a cat 
and mouse jpme between 
Nelson Piquet and Alain 
Frost. Piquet kept blocking 
but teammate Mansell's 
mishap foaed the Williams 
pit crew to call him in for a 
change of tyres. Eight point 
three seconds later, he was 
back, nosing his way back 
into the traffic. But that 
was enough for Prost. It 
was his fifth win this season 
and his second consecutive 
world championship. 

In a race plagued with 
tyre wear, there was ju^ 
one direction in which to 
point. The tyre tnanufsc- 
turers. But Goodyear had 
thek slate clean when they 
announced that a tyre 
change had been rec^* 
men&d mto eadi team’s 
strategy. In sf^e of thSt 
warning, there, were. too 

K«lw Rosberg itoih fiM ^ 
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Tha momant tt all cama apart for NIgal Manaall. The tyre blows and sparks fill tha air 


Alain Prost tries his 
hand at aviation while 
Manaall sprints for the 
line 


many rases of tyre prob¬ 
lems. As if that was not 
enough, the irony doubled 
when the Williams pit crew 
announced that they were 
going to call ManseU m for a 




change on the next lap. 
Unfortunately, it was too 
late for Mansell. 

The rest of the season 
had gone more or less 
according to plan. Mansell’s 
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loss did not keep Williams- 
Honda from taking the con¬ 
structor’s world cham¬ 
pionship with nine wins 
from 16 outings. Marlboro 
McLaren were treated to a 
hat trick of world cham- 
ptothship titles and the en¬ 
tire racing fraternity was 
left wondering where they 
had dropped out. The 
smoothness with which 
Prost retained his title is 
still the topic of conversa¬ 
tion in Formula One circles. 

Will Mansell use this 
near miss as a spur to hit 
the front? Will some young 
hotshot fill the void of 
Lauda and thnil even as he 
win.s? Or will the Professor 
scheme his way to top spot 
again? Like 1 said, it doesn’t 
really matter to a lot of 
people. What matters is 
that tliey will flock to see 
men doing something 
they’ll never be able to do 
themselves. Of dare to. 
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Somo^^Hits 
Its Wicket 

Ian Botham, Viv Richards 
and Joel Garner will play for 
Somerset no more 


36 " 

THERE is sometbii^ ndi■ 
I cuiously {athetic about 
batsman losing lids uirkc-i 
by hitting it. More often 
than not it is due t" his 
clumsiness and i* i>Mves 
him furious and (inning. 
And though a k< t is a 
wicket, the bn -.-jei does 
not have qun*- (ho satisfac¬ 
tion a« Hhen he 
spreadeattk ". the stumps. 

"Die (<uiiit\ of Somerset 
finds it-^eli in much the 
same tioMtion today with 
the culmination of eleven 
weeks of high drama in the 
departure of Vivian 
Richards and Joel Gamer, 
and Ian Botham’s voluntary 
decision to go with them. 

Supporters and oppo¬ 
nents of the decision have 
one thing in common: they 
all a^ee that it is a sad day 
for Somerset. These three 
cricketers had converted 
Somerset into a doughty 
county side. 

In hundred odd years of 
county cncket, Somerset's 
place had been usually near 
the bottom. If thev sub¬ 
jected one or the other of 
the cnckel giants like Mid¬ 
dlesex or Yorkshire to a 
shock deleat, they felt 
proud. The name of Some¬ 
rset used to conjure the 
picture of a rural county 
chib, a figure of fun. 

Things changed rapid¬ 
ly—and dramatically—from 
1974. Two relatively un¬ 
known but enthusiastic 
cricketers, Vivian Richards 
and Ian Botham, infused 
new blood into a mediocTe 
side. With the recruitment 
of the giant sized pace bow¬ 
ler ‘Big Bird' Joel Gamer, 
the team became stronger. 
Nobody laughed at “piKir 
old Somerset'’, mil any 
more. 

With the advent of more 
tournaments, Someiset 
started winning. They took 
five one-day championship 
titles between 1978 and 
1984 and always made bold 
attempts at the county 
championship. On Uie in¬ 
ternational scene. Botham. 
Richards and Garner con¬ 
tinued to groWj in experi¬ 


ence, respect and stature. 
The future looked rosy tor 
Somerset. 

Then the blow fell. In 
1985, Somerset crashed 
disastrously to the very 
bottom of the dianipionship 
table. Botham, the captain, 
was replaced by the keen, 
erudite Peter Roebuck. 
Still. Somerset in 1986 en¬ 


ded up last but one. No¬ 
body needed telling that 
something was wrong 
somewhere. 

The dressing room was 
where, it would seem, on 
tile evidence produced by 
the public airing of some of 
the dirty hnen. The hardy 
and experienced players 
who had left the team were 


rei^ced by raw atnl ycHing 
albeit talented playei's. 
During the course « Bie 
current row, some of tbjKii 
have spoken out. That the 
stars had become in¬ 
creasingly critical of their 
jumior teammates, no lon¬ 
ger valuing them as profes¬ 
sionals. Iliat they had iso¬ 
lated themselves in the 
dressing room. That the 
atmosphere was not condu¬ 
cive any more. 

'The unwitting trigger 
who set the issue 
was Martin Crowe, "nie 
brilliant 24-ycar-old New 
Zealand batsman was 
Somerset’s overseas play¬ 
er in 1984 when Richards 
and Gamer were with the 
West Indies team touring 
England. Not only did 
Crowe display a commend¬ 
able batting performance 
but he also revealed con¬ 
siderable personal charm. 
His conduct could not be 
faulted and his araent in¬ 
volvement with cricket 
proved infectious; he knit¬ 
ted the youngsters into a 
band with a sense of pur¬ 
pose and urged tlicm to 
work at perfecting their 
game. The county author¬ 
ities more than approved. 

While touring England 
with New Zealand this 
year, Crowe wanted to 
finalise his 1987 county 
contract. Essex started 
putting out tcelers to him. 
Somerset badly wanted 
him; Crowe in any case 
would have preferred 
Somerset where he had 
been so at home. But cur¬ 
rent rules rendered Crowe 
ineligible to play for Some¬ 
rset if they fielded any 
other overseas player. 
Somerset’s choice was be¬ 
tween Crowe and, the two 
West Indians; they opted 
for the former. In the last 
week of August, that deci¬ 
sion was made public. 
Botham immediately 
announced as a gesture of 
solidarity that he would 
leave the county if his 
friends were sacked. 

The sacking was sudden 
and unceremonious. What- 



Botham’a gesture of sofklarity 






vnx the merits of the deci¬ 
sion, the West Indians 
should have been given the 
courtesy of a dignified exit. 
Richards commented: 
“When you have two work¬ 
horses and you shoot them 
in the back, I think it’s evil. 
Ycm do not treat animals 
this way. Bang, bang—Viv 
and Joel are dead...” 
Roebuck was enoi^ 
to admit that the decision 
was carried out with a want 
of tact. 

The outcry that ensued 
rapidly generated a core of 
8un>ort for Richards and 
Garner. Their unlikely 
champion was a 51-year-old 
housewife Mrs Bridget 
Langdon who weht about 
organising support for Uieir 
reinstatement. 

Finally an extraordinary 
genera] body meeting of 
the club members was 
fixed for November 8th 
when the issue would be 
debated and put to vote. 
The Somerset committee 
said they would resign en 
masse if their case was 
lost. So did Peter Roebuck, 
who drew much fire for his 
stance in the row. many 
attacks taking the form of 
persona] innuendos. 

Charges of unfairness 
were discounted by club 
chairman Michael Hill, who 
said that Richards’ commit¬ 
ment to the county had 
flagged over the last two 
seasons. His batting aver¬ 
aged 43 in 1986 (from a 
previous 76.5) and his en¬ 
thusiasm seemed luke¬ 
warm. If Richards had the 
same old commitment of 
his earlier days, charged 
Hill, they would not have 
stopped Crowe sifp^g for 
Essex. Later, Richards 
aUeg^y said that perhaps 
the shock of the sacking 
was a jolt he needed. Even 
if the report is true, the 
admission was probably too 
late. 

The committee was 
emphatic that they had no 
grouse with Botham and 
indeed, wanted him out of 
the dispute. Botham, as 
usual, evokes strong feel- 
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When you have two workhorses 
and you shoot them in the back, I 
think it is evil. You don't treat 
animals this way. Bang, bang—Viv 
and Joel are dead... 


mgs. He was the toast of 
the nation after his 
marathon charity walk for 
leukaemia research and af¬ 
ter he broke Lillee’s world 
record of Test wickets. At 
the same time his rumbus- 
tuous lifestyle, his involve¬ 


ment with drugs and the 
cricket bans he accrued 
have caused many 
headaches to the author¬ 
ities. Another possible 
reason why Somerset 
elders prize the staid and 
candid Martin Crowe. 


At the gener body 

meeting, the ‘ret put ! 
forward their ol.:! •lums. 
On cricketing g? •uiids. 
they argued ^t it was 
ma^ess to dispense with 
the services of a world 
class batsman such as 
Richards, that if at ail they 
wanted another player they 
would be better off Icxiking 
for a bowler as bowlers win 
matches. 'They highlighted 
the West Indians’ contribu¬ 
tions and they questioned 
the committee’s regard for 
loyalty and fairness. 

On the other hand, Nigel 
Popplewell, a former 
Somerset player came up 
with a searing indictment 
He spoke of how unhappy 
he had been during his last 
year in the club and of the 
deterioration of the team 
spirit that had contributed 
to their success. Richards 
and Gamer, he said, contri¬ 
buted when it suited them 
and yet expected 110 per 
cent fi'om the rest of the 
team. But Crowe, he con¬ 
tinued, created an atmos¬ 
phere for everybody to 
give their best. 

The vote, conducted by 
secret ballot, was decisive. 
The members backed the 
committee 1828 to 798. 
Vivian Richards, Joel Gar¬ 
ner and Ian Botham will 
play for Somerset no more. 
Martin Crowe will be them 
overseas player next sea¬ 
son. Captain Peter 
Roebuck now has the task 
of rebuilding a strung and 
new team. 

Not so long ago the 
mighty cricketing county of 
Yorkshire, whose name 
was once almost synony¬ 
mous with En^sh cricket, 
was tom apart by internal 
strife over another great 
but controversial cricke¬ 
ter—Boycott. The county 
has never quite found its 
identity since. That fearful 
thought must be lurking in 
the minds of many Some¬ 
rset supporters now as 
they gaze sadly upon Uieir 
shattered wicket. 





Medical Care Of The Athlete 

The Sports Medicine Physician plays a very important 
role in the success of an athlete. The care of an athlete 
involvp a number of factors including pre-participation 
examination, early season strength, flexibility, aerobic 
and anaerobic conditioning, injury diagnosis and 
management plus regular monitoring programmes to 
avoid overuse and staleness. Physiological evaluation of 
the athlete, says Dr. Jack E. Taunton, is also valuable in 
the continuing care and guidance of the athlete. It is also 
very valuable to the coach. Preventions is of prime 
importance because we know the successful athlete is the 

healthy athlete 


T he concept that the 
ehle athlete in the peak 
of cardiovascular fPness is 
free of disease is often 
false. This was brought 
home to us in an initial pilot 
project of athletic monitor¬ 
ing for the Sports Medicine 
Council of Canada. 'I’hc 
Captain of our National 
Men's Field Hockey Team 
experienced Exercise—in¬ 
duced headaches and died 
12 month.s later of a cere¬ 
bral glioblastoma. A mem¬ 
ber of a provincial track 
team with a six-month his¬ 
tory of elbow pain following 
throwing had in fact an 
osteoid osteoma. Of the 
original seventeen track 
and field athletes in the 
twelve month monitoring 
program, six underwent 
surgery during this period. 
One athlete suffenng from 
cltesl pain, dyspnea and a 
large pleural effusion was 
diagnosed as having tuber¬ 
culosis. During regular 
monitoring, frequent cases 
of iron deficiency anemia 
were seen. Athletes with 
endocripe dysfunction were 
also seen. 

Nicholas ami Hersham 


(1984) have recently edited 
an excellent symposium on 
athletic profiling. Ihrofiling 
studies the biophysical, 
biochemical and biomecha- 
nKal links of the body sys¬ 
tems. The use and study of 
profiling data gathered from 
athletes of all ages can en¬ 
hance performance, in¬ 
crease the atliletes' enjoy 
ment and prevent injury. 


Cardiovascular profiling 
naturally begins with a his¬ 
tory and physical examina¬ 
tion. A chest radiograph 
and ECG may be waived in 
some young athletes but 
should be included in older 
individuals, as should an 
exercise stress test on 
cither a bicycle ergometer 
or a treadmill. Stress test¬ 
ing IS of utmost importance 


Knowledge of which performance 
demands rank heavily in a particular 
sport may influence accurote assessment 
of an individual's ability to participate 
without injury 



in evaluating the athlete 
with chest jiain, arrhytmias 
and hypt'rtension. An older 
individual with a strong 
family lustory of sudden 
death of myocardial infrac¬ 
tion should be stress tested 
prior to the onset of a 
regular exercise program, 
the uiitial recommendations 
were for stress testing of 
those over S.*). However, 
now many are suggesting 
routine stress testing of 
those over 45 years prior 
to following your exercise 
prescription. Valvular dis¬ 
ease and the possibility of 
hypertrophic stenotic le¬ 
sions are best evaluated by 
an echocardiogram. 
Maximal oxygen consump¬ 
tion can be measured if an 
obsolute measure of fitness 
is needed. 

The study of pulmonary 

E rofiling dunng exercise 
as yielded important data 
in gas exchange, control of 
breathing and the ventila¬ 
tory response to aerobic 
and anaerobic activities... 

Pulmonary fiinction test¬ 
ing is of importance in the 
athlete experiencing short¬ 
ness of breath, post exer- 
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The heavies In sport—the weightlifters and wrestlers—have to take most care 


Jafldnh Yndav 


cise couRh or wheeze to 
rule out the possibility of 
exercise induced asthma 
(ElA). Ilie availability of 
effective treatment for EIA 
has made it possible for the 
vast majority of asthmatics 
to participate in athletic 
aclixities. The International 
Olympic Committee per¬ 
mits the use of theophyl¬ 
line, sodium cronioglycate 
and selective beta 2- 
agonists for these athletes. 

Hersham (1984) points 
out that the musculo¬ 
skeletal injury prevention 
profile has three compo¬ 
nents: the performance de¬ 
mands of the sport, the risk 
feet or of injury and the 
individual musculoskeletal 
examintion... 

Nicholas (1976) has 
shown that knowledge- of 
which performance de¬ 
mands rank heavily in a 
particular sport may influ¬ 
ence accurate assessment 
of an individuars ability to 
partk^te without injury. 
Specific strength and flex- 
ibifity evaluation is of major 
importance. The develop- 
I ment of the Cybex isokine¬ 
tic dynamometer in 1967 
{ enabl^ the examiner to 
I control the velocity of 
I muscular contractions 


while simultaneously 
measuring the torque 
generated about a joint. 

Risk factors for a particu¬ 
lar sjwrt have been derived 
from epidemiological stu¬ 
dies of sport. Contact 
sports are the site of high 
velocity, high force, acute 
injuries, especiaUy to the 
knee and ankle. Equipment 
and rule changes plus spe¬ 
cific strengthening prog¬ 
rams are in the realm of the 
sports pljysician in the pre¬ 
vention of these injuries. 
The most frequent injuries 
now seen are the low force 
“overuse injuries” seen in 
running and swimming. 
The most frequent injuries 
in running being patello 
temoral pain, iliotibi^ band 
syndrome, tibial stress 
syndrome and fractures, 
archilles tendinitis, and 
plantar fesciitis. Aetiologic- 
al factors include training 
errors, running surfaces, 
insufficient strength and 
flexibility, poor shoes and 
lower extremity biomecha¬ 
nical factors. Suprasinatus 
tendinitus and whipkicker's 
knee are the most common 
afflictions in swimming. 

Specific examination for 
these potential risk factors 
can be identified oi the pre¬ 


season examination of the 
athlete. Remedial prog¬ 
rams of strength-flexibility 
protocols plus equipment 
or shoe change can then lx: 
made on a prophylactic 
basis. 

For the physician dealing 
with the younger athlete 
specific medical, ortho¬ 
paedic and fitness consid¬ 
erations should be carefully 
evaluated again so that in¬ 
tervention can be de¬ 
veloped that will reduce the 
possible adverse effects of 
participation and secondari¬ 
ly improve performance. 
(Children should not be ex¬ 
cluded from sports unless 
specific risk to benefit 
ratios are firmly estab¬ 
lished. 

In medically assessing 
the younger athlete, the 
physician may be called 
upon to evaluate the child 
with a variety of potentially 
limiting conditions such as 
acute infections, hacmato- 
logical disorders, asthma, 
heart murmurs, hyperten¬ 
sion, epilepsy or diabetes. 
Each must be assessed 
first to ensure that the 
existing medical condition 
will not be adversely 
affected by participation 
and secondUy, should any 


form of specific restriction 
be imposed. Alternative 
sports or playing by rule 
mixiifications is much more 
suitable than complete res¬ 
triction from sport. The 
final consideration is the 
optimisation of treatment 
so that the child can com¬ 
pete with the fewest symp¬ 
toms. 

The musculoskeletal 
assessment in the child 
should include a gcxid his- 
toi 7 and physical examuia- 
tioii to consider congenital 
anomalies and sport speci¬ 
fic problems associated 
with trauma or overuse. 
Examuiation of the spine 
should screen for scoliosis 
to ensure proper medical 
care although restrictions 
with sport IS usually not 
required... 

The skcletally malun.' 
athlete with a Grade 1 
spondylolisthesis* can 
often be improved with a 
regime of abdominal 
strengthening, hamstring 
stretching and the use of 
the anti-lordotic brace. 
Athletes with Grade 11 le- 
sion.s are usuafly restricted 
from aggressive skiing and 
contact sports. 

Examinatiim of the joints 
involved in the particular 




A female welghtllfter ahows tfie streas that goes Into her sport 
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sport should be carefully 
carried out. However it is 
beyond the scope of this 
paper to detail specific 
traumatic and overuse 
problems. The knee being 
the most commonly in¬ 
jured, will be briefly discus¬ 
sed. Specific paediatric 
traumatic injuries include 
epiphyseal fractures of the 
distal femoral or proxim<d 
tibial epiphysis, osteochon¬ 
dritis dissecans, tears of a 
discoid meniscus and patel¬ 
lar dislocations... 

Remedial programs in¬ 
cluding muscle stren¬ 
gthening, neoprene patel¬ 
lar sleeves, motion control 
shoes and loot orthotics 
should be instituted early in 
the athletes' career. Trac¬ 
tion apqphysitis (Osgood- 
Schlatter disease) resolves 
well modi^tion of 
sports partk^tion, quad¬ 


ric^ stretching, strength 
maintenance «id correction 
of any predisposing 
biomechanical Actors. 

Success in sports is mul¬ 
ti-factorial, including the 
athletes phy^cal capabili¬ 
ties modified by diet, drugs 
and the environment; the 
variables of training (in¬ 
tensity, time and frequwi- 
cy; skfll; fatigue and emo¬ 
tional factors). As an 
attempt to maximize per¬ 
formance we have been in¬ 
volved in the development 
of a nationality based moni¬ 
toring program for the 
Canaman athlete. This has 
been established by the 
Sport Medicine Council of 
Canada. For any monitor¬ 
ing program to be success¬ 
ful, whether at a local or 
national level, a few fectors 
are required. First the 
program must be con¬ 


tinuous throughout the 
year, sport specific and in¬ 
dividualised. It also must 
involve a team of the coach, 
athlete and medical- 
paramedical support staff 
including the physician, 
physiotherapist, physiolog¬ 
ist, biomechanist in certain 
sports and the sport 
psychologkt if available. 

As previously mentioned 
all monitoring or profiling 
programs must start with a 
history. Specific docu¬ 
mentation of past illnesses, 
medications, allergies and 
present healffi status is 
essential. The vaccination 
status of the athlete is im¬ 
portant prior to travel. In¬ 
formation on medication 
taken in the past few 
months is particularly im¬ 
portant if you are dealing 
with an elite athlete travell¬ 
ing to an Intemationai 


Games because of the con¬ 
sideration of inadvertent 
disqualification during Dop¬ 
ing Control procedures. 
The physical examiaation 
should both medical and 
orthopaedic in nature. Spe¬ 
cific emphasis on rehabilita¬ 
tion of past ityuiies is very 
important. We have found 
as many as 20 per cent of 
athletes on specific teams 
arrive at International 
games with incomplete re¬ 
habilitation. Specific Cybex 
II strength testing and flex¬ 
ibility assessment is 
important. Individuals vrith 
specific joint instability can 
be braced or instmetums 
given as to taping. In£- 
viduals with lower extrem¬ 
ity malalignment can be 
directed toward more 
appropriate footwear or 
po^flue orthotics. 

CpuOMy Oiynwe ftavtaw 










SOCCER NEWS SOCCER NEWS 


A legend retires 

C OPENHAGEN. A 
friendly between De¬ 
nmark and West Germany. 
Almost a replay of the 
Mexico World Cup match. 
Only this time Germany 
won 2-0. Yet white the 
scoreline gave the Ger¬ 
mans some satisfaction, the 
Danes were mourning. Not 
their loss, but the retire¬ 
ment of their most talented 
player ever. Allan 
Simonsen. 

Now a veteran, Simon¬ 
sen has played all over 
Europe—in Germany, De¬ 
nmark and England. His 
skills were obvious and he 
was to become in many 
ways the catalyst in the 
development of Danish 
soccer. 

After being a deserved 
winner of the European 
Footballer of the Year 
award in 1977, Simonsen 
skills helped Denmark qual¬ 
ify for the 19H4 European 
Championships. .'Ind while 
the Danes proceeded to 
enhance their reputation 
with a siring of inspired 
performances, it was tragic 
when Simonsen was car¬ 
ried off with a broken leg in 
the very first match. 

We saw him only briefly 
during the World Cup— 
when in a sentimental ges¬ 
ture he was played for a 
while against West Ger¬ 
many. 

But the world and the 
Danes especially will not 
forget his contribution to 
the game. 

Bilardo’s 

superstitions 

S HOW me a player. W'ell 
ok. At least a manager 
who isn't superstitious and 
I'll find you a player with 
Maradona's skill. 

Perhaps you are una¬ 
ware but Jose Luis Brown's 
toothpaste helped Argenti¬ 
na win the World Cup. Well 


if you’re sceptical here's 
the story. 

On the day Argentina 
mauled South Korea in 
Mexico, manager Bilardn 
had used Brown's tooth¬ 
paste as he had misplaced 
his own. 

So henceforth Bilardo 
could not be parted from 
Brown's toothpaste and 
Argentina won the Cup. 

Anyway Bilardo has 
some more idiosyncrasies. 
He always makes sure he is 
the first to sit on the team 
bench. He is adamant about 
the team walking onto the 
field in the same order and 
insists on the same torma- 
lion during the national 
anthem. 

Well if you wui the Cup 
anythmg goes. 


Santana says 
'Never Brazil’ 
■TELE SANTANA. His 
I references are excel¬ 
lent. His ability as a coach 
unquestionable. And 
although he could not pro¬ 
duce a Brazilian Cup win¬ 
ning team in 1982 and 
1986. the blame is certainly 
not entirely his. Yet the 
public and the press con¬ 
tinue to malign him becau.se 
in Brazil football is only 
about winning. 

Santana recently said 
that if he ever coached 
again it would never be ui 
Brazil. His reasons though 
debatable were quite sim¬ 
ple. Known for his insist¬ 
ence of ‘Jogo bonito' (pretty 
s<x-cer) Santana exempii- 



Mlan SfmoRMn: tha and of aara 


fied that he had nothing lu , 
teach in a country where 
rough play has become .i 
substitute for skill. ! 

Santana is right. Hrtizli.ii! 
soccer has indeed degenei - 
ated to the [ihysical level of 
.Spanish soccer. And, un¬ 
less the Brazilans revert to 
■jogo bonito’ they will re¬ 
main mediocre. For it is in 
that they find their winning 
rhythmn. 

Champions 

disposed. 

O NE half of the battle in 
sorter, they say, is 
winnning the Cup. The 
other half obviously is re¬ 
taining it. And this voar a 
few past champions are los¬ 
ing their second half of the 
battle. 

France, glonous winners 
of the European Cham¬ 
pionships in 1984 are at 
present looking unable to 
even qualify for the 1988 
Championships. Humiliated 
by the talented Soviet Un¬ 
ion 2-0 last month, they are 
presently at the bottom of 
their group. Whether Plati¬ 
ni and gang have enough 
skill left to raise them¬ 
selves out ol the quagmire 
is yet to be seen. 

Steauea Bucliarest, the 
rugged Rumanian army 
team who beat the much 
fancied Barcelona lor the 
European Cup last year are 
also nearly out. Anderlecht 
strummed to a 8-0 win the 
first leg of iheir second 
niund match and the fumb¬ 
ling soldiers looked an 
embarassed lot. A 4-0 win 
the second leg now seems 
impossible for them. 

y\nd a little further away 
in South America, trium¬ 
phant title holders Argenti- 
nos Juniors lost on penal¬ 
ties to usual rivals River 
Plate and are out of the 
running. 

So the belting is on for 
the new leaders. 
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CHAMPION FIELDER WITHOUT AN ABDOMEN GUARD I 

EKNATH 
SOLKAR'S 
FIVE 

GREATEST 
CATCHES 

The champion fielder makes his 
selection in a conversation with 

Rahul Chandawarkar 


CATCH ONE. Delhi Test. 
1969-70, against Lawry's 
Australia. 

“It was the lust innings 
at the Pcro/t-.li.ili Kotla 
ground. I'lv. .Aussie.s had 
alreadv in-! l.awry and 
Keith st.ukpole. their 
opentTh l.in Chappell was 
batting. (.King Prasanna, 
when iiger Pataudi asked 
me iti come in at forward 
shori leg. Pras was bowling 
a great line and length; the 
two batsmen Chappell and 
Doug Walters were a trifle 
uncomfortable. 

■‘Pedi came on from the 
other end and just as he 
saw Ian stc'pping out. he 
bowled one short. Ian calm¬ 
ly went on the back foot 
and pulled the ball fero¬ 
ciously. 1 did not have a 
chance. I just couldn’t 
move and got the ball bang 
on my chest. It was really 
painful. 1 couldn’t bteath for 
quite some time. 

“1 was rushed to the 
pavilion, but returned to 
the same position after hav¬ 
ing been adniinisti'iecl first 
aid. I >oug Walters was lac¬ 
ing Pras. w'ho was tunung 
the ball rather sfuirply by 
now. Walters was not a 
defensive player and 
tended to push the ball 
towards niid wicket or 
square leg. Doug tried to 
play one Pras delivery in 
this manner: the bail took 
the outer edge and 
streaked low’ to my right. I 
just moved niy right leg 
foi-ward and stuck mv right 
hand out. The ball stuck. 

"Whenr'ver I fielded at 
forward short leg. 1 used to 
concentrate on the bats¬ 
man's feet. Accordingly 1 
used to resiwnd. One more 
thing: in our days after a 
dismissal we never used to 
get greatly excited. There 
was little back slapping. 
Just a few handshakes and a 
'well done' was all that fol¬ 
lowed." 

CATCH TWO. Madras Test. 
1969-70, against Au¬ 
stralia. 


“The wicket was a bad one 
and in the first innings, the 
Aussies were something 
like 70 for six. In the 
second innings, the wicket 
was a bit quicker and 1 was 
standing at backward short 
leg. Venkat btiwled a faster 
one and Keith Stackpole. 


the opener, flicked it. The 
ball zoomed off his bat and 
swung a bit in the air. 1 saw 
it coming to my left but 
suddenly it had swerved to 
my right. I flung myself to 
the right and took a diving 
catch just inches from the 
ground.” 


CATCH THREE. 

The Oval Test, 1971, 
apainst Ray Illingworth's 
England 

“Alan Knott w'as a 
troublesome batsman for 
us that series. He had got 
runs in each innings. In the 
first mnings he had put his 
bat and pad together and, in 
the process, had managed 
to keep the ball low all the 
time. 1 sensed this great 
challenge of scixiping off an 
extraordinary catch from 
close to his bat. but had 
failed to do so for a long 
time. The ball was turning 
sharply and Chandra had 
already caused havoc. 

“At the other end, Venk¬ 
at was bowling. 1 decided to 
stand two steps in front. 
Nothing came mv w'av for 
quite some time as Knott 
kept playing as doggedly as 
ever. In Venkat's one over, 
the wall cocked up 
awkw'ardly. Knott kept 
playing the ball down, but 
my patience had run out. I 
just dived straight for the 
ball, just as you do in a 
swimming pool and held on 
to a two-handed catch with 
my chest on the ground and 
feet in the air. It was quite 
Lke snatching the ball off 
Knott's bat, much to his 
bewilderment. Knott stood 
there rooted to the spot, 
not believing what be saw! 
1 consider this to be my 
best ever catch. 

“We were a very' jolly 
bunch, with guys like 
Farookh Engineer around. 
In this Test just before 
Alan Knott came in to bat, 
Farookh hid the bails! This 
upset Alan as he had this 
habit of touclung the bails 
whenever he came in to 
bat. We seldom disturbed 
batsmen in the midst of a 
delivery, but at times. En¬ 
gineer used to eifrertain by 
his witty remarksi He used 
to alert me by saying, 
“Aire Ekky, sambhal ke 
rahena, ab baO tere paas 
aayega. ” (Ekky be careful, 
the next ball win come 



Waltert tried to play a Pras delivery by 
pushing to mid wicket; the baii took 
the outer edge and streaked iow to my 
ri|^. I Just moved my right km 
forward and pushed my handout. 

The bail automatically stuck. 
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Ilie ball zoomed off his brtand swung 
a bit in the air. I saw it coming to my 
left but suddenly it had swmved. 


straight to vou). 
CATCH FOUR. 

Calcutta Test against 
Tony Lewis’ MCC, 1972- 
73. 

“We won this Test and 
the series 2-1. Mike Den- 
ness, the MCC vice- 
captain, was batting in the 
first innings. The wicket 
had started taking turn. 
Pras was bowling very 
welt. He flighted a delivery 
outside the off stump and 
Deniiess tried to drive it 
towards extra cover. 

"We turned to look to¬ 
wards cover. But the ball 
had turned a bit on pitching, 
more than anticipated in 
fact, and taken the outer 
edge. Much to my sur¬ 
prise, it came to my right. I 
saw the ball very late, but 
instinctively pushed my 
right hand out. It stuck 
plumb in the centre oi my 
palm. Immediately 1 put the 
baD in my pocket! Every¬ 
one wondered where the 
ball had gone. Mike Den- 
ness just shook fas head 
and left with a snule on fas 
face.” 

CATCH FIVE. 

Bangalore Test, 1974 
against Clive Uoyd's Win- 
dies. 

“Clive Uoyd had been 
fatting us mercilessly. He 
made 165 in that Test 'Phis 
was in the second innings 




fi 



I just dived straigM for the ball, just as 
you do in a swimming pool and held on 
to a two-hand^ catch 


and I was fielding at long 
off; forward short leg did 
not quite suit the occasion. 
I don’t quite remember 
who he fat—Bedi or Venk- 
at But Lloyd fat very, very 
hard and the ball ballooned 
towards me like a missile, 
dipping rapidly. 1 had taken 
a start, as is the correct 
practice, especially when 
fielding in the deep. I had 
seen the ball dropping, but 
couldn’t visualise that it 
would fall just short of me. I 
accelerated only at the last 
moment and faved head¬ 
long for the catch. I took it 
double-handed. Just inches 
off the ground. After I had 
held Clive's catch, he 
waited and patted me on 
the back: ‘Well held Ekky. 
That was a great catch.’ 

’‘The hardest hitters 1 
have seen are Ian Chappell, 
Clive Lloyd, Rohan Kanhai, 
Keith Stackpole, Gary So¬ 
bers and Viv Richards. But 
the most dangerous were 
left-hander Roy Fredericks 
and Gordon Greenidge. 
'They used to attempt the 
pull or the sweep off almost 
every ball. 1 to get a 
Httle scared, wliik adding 
close to these two 
batsmen.” 

When asked about his 
other memories in Test 
crickeL Solkar said with a 
grim: "You know what? 


When 1 started fielding at 
suicide point (forward short 
leg), let alone a helmet or 
any such protective gear. 1 
never even used to wear an 
abdomen guard! Once Ti¬ 
ger Fataudi was shocked to 
learn of this and immediate¬ 
ly ordered me to wear one. 
Basically 1 always was a 
dare-devil since childhood 
and was never scared of 
getting hurt or injured. In 
fact, in the 1972 home 
series against England, 
Tony Greig used to make it 
a point to scare me by 
saying, ‘Ekky, one day you 
mi^t get killed.’’' 

Talking about his in¬ 
juries, .Solkar said: “On the 
1976 tour of the Wiiidies, 
we were playing our first 
three-day county match 
against the Leeward Ls- 
lands. Sfallingford was the 
batsman. The mandatory 
overs were in progress and 
Venkv suddeidy bowled a 
‘donkey drop’. Sfallingford 
stepped back and pulled 
towards midwicket with all 
fas night. I vias standing at 
forward short leg. The ball 
fat my head and went as far 
as •,nid off for Prasanna to 
take the catch on the re¬ 
bound! 

‘1 was naturally out cold 
and was taken to hospital 
and kept under observation 
for 24 hours. Sufal Gavas¬ 


kar later remarked joking¬ 
ly: ‘What can happen to 
him? There is nothing in¬ 
side his head anyway.’ 

“In the 1971 senes ver¬ 
sus England at Lord's, 
Keith Fletcher swept the 
ball liard. 1 look the full 
blooded shot on my right 
thigh. The ball faiuiiced off 
it and went towards back¬ 
ward short leg for Ajit 
Wadekar to take a diving 
catch. Everybody went to 
congratulate Ajit but forgot 
me. 1 was wmcing in j).iin 
and agony. Only Farookh 
came up and gave me a 
good massage. After that, 1 
felt much better. 

“In the 1974 home si’ries 
against the Windies at Mad¬ 
ras, we were in a winning 
position. Pras bowled a 
short deliverj', which Gor¬ 
don Greenidge pulled. 
Fielding at forward short 
leg, 1 lust turned my back 
to the full-blooded shot, 
which hit me hard in the 
back. I could not breathe 
and requested Tiger 
Pataudi to let me go for 
rest. But Tiger ve^ wisely 
refu&cd me permission as 
the match was poised at a 
crucial stage. After a few 
exercises and a glass of 
water, I continued fielding 
there and notched up some 
crucial catches. We won 
that Test match!” 





DICES 



Wh«n you niMwtm yourMtt«galnM ttw 
boot, you’ro boutMf to pick oomotbing 
.^00 to log otvoy In iho oomputor 
Nigel Mansslt on Ns p^ion for golf 


Onocf ttw most unptoooant stortostVo 
over hoard on ttw oubloct of violonoo at 
football concerhad o addior who, on « 
train, back from a game at Sbuth-' 
annpton, told a shocked JoumaUat that 
ha want to matching only for dw flgh^ 
Ing, and notMng plaaaad him moraman 
to boat up a fathar In front of his son 
Brian Glanvtile 


Plaaaa ba oulat or taava 
Urnplra Don Blunt of Stock^ during a 
recertt StefI Oraf'*Robin White match at 
Brighton 



I do this for mysatf baesuaa I am my 
own fatharland, and my handkorehlef la 

ISA Masanar, celebrated moun- 
tainear 


Thommo is one of the greatest cricke¬ 
ters and sportsmen I have played 
against. I have had the misfortune of 
being caught In his firing line, but I cant 
think of anyone else I'd rather do this 
for 

Ian Botham launching the autobiography 
of Jeff Thomson 


The eixth World Cup (hockey) marked 
the riee of a new dynasty which has. 
overthrown the Aslan rulers, India and 
Pakistan 

Sydney Fnskin 



Btrmlngham’s sKperience It anothar In- 
tfoator diat wa have slipped. Qolrig 
. foiward la easier to aay than to do. ft 
means giaoptng iiistdes 

SebwSan Om on arming- 

ham’s iaituio ^,<$01 the 1992 Olymdc 
Garrws 


t couMnt welt to have a crack at ‘am. I 
thought: Stuff that etitt upper lip brat. 
Let's see how Stiff it to when It to 
split 

Jeff Thomson about the Engldih In 
genwai in his autoNogrephy ‘Thommo 
Declares' 


Tharo to a kind! of p to i aaur a kt ‘Mi$ 
kmwtedga dwi you MMO tMM iMd « 
fool and dhuckod «i thpt iBonay dawn 
the dndn. Wbrnbig to abaoUaiy MMt: 
but ttw main fenaod poo^ bat to ao 
dwycantooi , 

Sknon Bwrtaa In Hia tlnwa 
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W ITH runs coming in a 
steady torrent from 
his Gunn and Moore. Dilip 
Vengsarkar, always a clas¬ 
sy player, has developed 
into a world-class perfor¬ 
mer. Equally at home in 
Tests and one-dayers. 
Vengsarkar is known for 
his mastery at handling spin 
through precise footwork 
and an economy of move¬ 
ment. Against pace he be¬ 
lieves in vigorous counter¬ 
attack. According to him. 
“You have to get them 
before they get you". 

1'hough hapiiy over the 
way his caieer has shaped 
up. Veiigsarkar's only re¬ 
gret is he is not (he most 
athletic of cricketers. “1 
wish 1 had worked h.irder 
on my fitness when 
voung. ’■ he said caiididlv. 
■‘That is ni\ drawhai k. Rul 
now It IS l(Mi.l.ile". 

A veteran ol almost !Ki 
Tests. Veiigsarkai says he 
does no special picparatiori 
befoie a match, t'srept 
“the usual knocking". 
Howevei. hefoie going in, 
he tollows the game on 
television to get an idea ol 
"what the bowlt'i and pitcli 
are doing”. Otherwise 
Vengsarkar prefers being 
alone to make his own deci¬ 
sions regal dmg strategy. 

At tl«> wicket he takes a 
leg-stump guard and stands 
with toes on middle stump, 
feet either side ol the 
crease. There is no con- 
scuius attempt to pkiv m. 
"The idea is to play each 
ball on merit. 11 the Inst ball 
IS there to be bit, 1 hit it I 
don’t block for the sake ol 
bl(H'J<ing. 'l here is no con¬ 
cept of playing in a ‘V’ 
either". 

Adjusting to prevaling 
conditions is essential. In 
England, he recalled, the 
ball was seaming and com¬ 
ing slowly off the wicket so 
vou had to be careful while 
driving. If the wicket re¬ 
sponds to spin and is turn¬ 
ing appreciably Vengsarkar 
stands on leg-stump as 
Uiere is “less chance of one 
going straight through". 


r 


Among pacemen he has 
encountered, Vengsarkar 
has the greatest respect for 
.\ndy Roberts. “He h,id ev¬ 
erything; could move the 
b:ril in and out, bowled a 
slow'er ball, varied liis 
pace”. Vengsarkar remem¬ 
bers Imran’s tremendous 
inswing in Pakistan and 
Marshall's ferocity in Kan¬ 
pur where he knocked out 
the bat Iroiri Gavaskai’s 
hands. Also Kapil’s spell in 
a Duleep game wiieie “he 
moved the hall like a cham¬ 




pion . 

Having played non-stop 
Test cricket lor a decade, 
Vengsarkar is becoming 
weary ol the grind. Wife 
Manali is expecting their 
second child in December 
and he wants to spend 
more time with J-year old 
son Nakul. “We are playuig 
like machines," he said. 
“The entliusiasni has gone 
and even important games 
become like any other 
match". 

He gives himself another 



Otilp V«ngsarltar: "You have to get them befora they 
getyou” 
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five ye.n s in the g.i' 

After thal he would la t m 
give something hack 1 “ ih- 
ganie. He would also hki' to 
give something hack to hi- 
office. “1 am inter<‘sted m 
public relations. 1 want oi 
persue it but I am hardlv 
ever in office”, 

De.spite his immense 
achievements, Vengsarkar 
IS modest and sell-eflacing. 
A bit of a loner, he is 
someone who is happier 
reflecting on his efforts 
than worrying about the 
drift of the game. Veng.sai - 
kar hasn’t received a lair 
share of recognition. West 
Zone and Bombay have 
bypassed liis claims for cap¬ 
taincy and tills clearlv irks 
him. Vengsarkar feels 
slighted but has prudently 
refrained from escalating 
this into a major issue. 

"Leading youi coimlry is 
a great honoiit,” he savs m 
a general way. masking his 
personal disappointment. 

“It IS every cricketers’ 
dream". 

He wouldn't minrl he 
coming a selector after he 
has retired “1 a.ssure you," 
lie saal smilingly, "1 will not 
make any blunders". 

Another thing he'd do is 
write on (he game. Veng¬ 
sarkar IS already coiilribui- 
ing articles to popular 
Marathi cnckel magazines. 
Latei in the year he is 
poised to release Ins auto 
Iwogiapliy. 

‘The only thing decided 
till now is that 1 want to 
complelt' the iKiok by the 
time the Pakistanis arrive. 

All otlier details- -the pub¬ 
lisher. 'ghost writer,’ for¬ 
mal and content remain to 
be liiialised". 

Over the years Vengsar* 
kar has kept no records 
with him. Bui this does not 
bother him. “Every thing is 
in my head, ’’ he .says con¬ 
fidently, “My book will not 
be a simple narration of 
what has happened. The 
major portion wiD be de¬ 
voted to comments on the 
game like Imran's book". 









K HAZAN mm.II IS 
arf?ujiblv iti'' '<> il’t-’ 
best swiinii'ri^ the 
country lia- iimduivd. 
Witli .1 li'iK- luck the 
laiik\ ‘-V, nniiier would 
luive (DiiK- hack with a 
j^okl ii.iji! Sfoul. Hut 
(■\cji • -iKcr was a lot 
Ixi'ii I hail wliat his 
ti I III mates could 
I'l.iii.iric. 

\ little over a month 
lalei he has set a record 
III sorts doiiiK a Mark 
Spitz at the 'IZiid 
National ac(|Liatic cham¬ 
pionships held at Ahme- 
dahad Swimininf{ many 
ol Ins events Ik'Iow par, 
he finished the meet 
with si'veri Kolds. In the 
butterlly events, quite 
predictabiv, his op|)o- 
nents were leii^tths lie- 
hind. Hut what was a 
little surprising was his 
domination in tlx' frees 
tvie events He won the 
11)1). the tiOti ;is well the 
1(11) meti'is. \(l(l to that 
hoih the ..'()(i and the lot) 


BURNING OUT 



individual medleys. And 
what have yon..' 

A serious problem 
actuallv It only proves 
one point--tin- i uji 


board is bare. A m.in 
who what othei ('spl.iii.i 
lion van thc'u he. Hut 
the disappoint intj jiarl oi 
the winile thiiiq is that 


there is only ttoing to be 
one loser eventually. 
Khazan Singh. Training 
for So many events wUl 
not only contribute in a 
big way to the swimmer 
burning out earlier then 
he would have had he 
concentrated on one 
St Hike, but will also 
hamper liis progress in 
his pet event too. 

Ills seven golds we¬ 
ren’t enough to enable ; 
I’olice to take the men's 
championships, which 
was won bv the Kail- 
wavs. .And even il it had. 

It would only be lair and 
wise on eveiybodv’s 
|iart to allow tlu‘ young 
man to those one event 
(the 2ll()ui hntleitly) and 
coiuentrate on that 
cailv. Who knows, he 
might then hetomi' the 
Inst Indian swimmer to 
qu.ilitv ioi .1 fi.i.il at the 
Olvmpic (i.iines. Wish 
tul thinking, but certain- 
Iv woitb a IrvI 



THE BEST 
BIRD 


LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT 


Y OU'KE nevei too 
good foi the game. 
An important line for 
Joel Gamer. 


’nie Big Hud, thirty 
thice, but still lethal 
when in full Higlil. has 
not called it a day as far 
as encket in hmgland is 
ooncemed. Ganiei who 
was sacked Irvmi Some¬ 
rset along with his cap¬ 
tain Kichards. is return¬ 
ing to the Laricashue 
league He has signed a 
one-year contract loi 
Oldham. Not surprising¬ 
ly, this will make him 
the highest-piud playei 
in the league’s history' 

And a senous candi¬ 
date for 'The Humblest 
Player of the Year 
Award.' 


K AHIAK si.M.ll. a 

gold niedalisi at tlie 
H.mgkok iXsiad eielil 
years ago. maile a iieai 
unbeliev able i oniebaek 
this veai at ‘seoul win¬ 
ning the gold III a 
heaviet lalt’gurv ihis 
lime. He vanie liome to 
.1 warm vvelionie. .No 
whete near what I' T 
I'sha leieivml, Init 
waiin enough He has 
also leceived awards 
and guts Ioi his exiel- 
lint perlornuince. One 
ol them was a cash piizt' 
ol k.-s .j.OtMi from tlu- 
Hoiise of Hii las 
.Apikirenllv the wrestler 
was a trifle olteiided. He 
thought that the amount 
wa^ loo small. He even 
Went to llie extent ol 
saving tlial he was will¬ 
ing to I etui II the monev 
to the Hirlas. 

•Agreed, the amount 


vv.is small. Agiee^, Kar- 
lar’s was the only other 
gold medal at Seoul. Be¬ 
sides ol course I'sha 
and her teammates. 
Agieed, the wiesller 
m.iy have expected 
moie iroin big guns like 
the Hirlas. Hut all said 
and done that was no 
way to (misibehave. An 
award, no matter how 
small, should he 
aecopled vvilhoul a luss. 
The inifioriaiil taclor is 
that at least Kartai was 
in their thoughts. After 
all, tliev were under no 
compulsion to honour 
the sportsman. 

It the Asian champion 
reliises iht' award, he 
will not only lie five 
thousand rupees less 
but, inori’ importantly, 
he’s going to lose a gocxl 
many friends too. 













Nk^/i^iMAKEKS 


MY BROTHERS KEEPER 

S portsmen of the 

generation gone be¬ 
fore may have regretted 
having missed out on 
the floodlights. 'I'he 
television coverage. 

The publicity. The gla¬ 
mour. But their greatest 
regret must be the fact 
that they missed out on 
hard cash. 

Why, most of them 
didn’t have enough 
money to provide the 
necessities let alone 
anything else. There 
have been instances in the country, lie plans to 
contemporary s|;ort too. chalk out turther details 
The prime example and iliat it over willi the 
being om very own V. Table Tennis Federa- 
Chandiashekai. tion. He seems to be 

Chandia intends to pla>' very conhdi'iit and is 

his part as tai as helping sine that liis \entuie 

Indian sportsmen, both will receni* the readv 
past and present He is support ol all players, 
making all out ellorts to .All the Ik'sI Chandra 

set up .1 players’ both' Let’s hope you can do 

which will look alter the for (itheis what lew 
hituie of sportsmen in others did lor vou 



/ CONFESS 

N o ONE. not even Maradona himself, was talked 
about more tlian tlie blst minute goal that the 
Argentinian captain scored in the quarter final match 
against England at this year’s World Cup. I'he 
soccer world discussed it. Kelerees debated over it. 
The British pouted. And even cribbed,. What 
actually hapiiened we’ll nevei know. Or so we 
thought. 

Only one person knew exactly what had luip- 
pened. The goal scorer himself. 

Hie ball was in the air. Shilton went for it, and so 
did Maradona. Maradona’s hand was faster. It all 
happened in a flasli. A dejected Shilton could do no 
more than retieive the ball from the back ol the net. 
He knew he had lost the duel. .Not fairly. But the 
important thing was the goal was good. 

Months later, in a recent interview, Maradona, 
probably in an effort to get rid of the guilt—not of 
having deceived the referee, but more of not 
admitting the truth after the game—has ofx'ned up. 

"Of course’’ he says, “it wasn’t the hand of god. It 
was me. A lot goes on during a match and I am 
cunning. 1 know what 1 havt* to do and thai tune 1 
was very lucky." 

With this, the chapter on ‘the hand ol g xi goiiT 
will probably be closed. This time for gcMxl. But one 
thing we will never know. Now tho hell did he do it? 
Let's wait for another genius to find out. 


ONE OF A KIND 

T ennis scnlies wUl try tor decades to analyse 
John McEnroe, the player. Psychologists wiH tn 
to understand John McEnroe, the’ man. They will .ill 
fail. Simply because, he is the first of his kind. 'Hiero 
will be no other. For the sake of Tmesmen. let’s hojie 
so. For the sake of tennis, let’s ho|x* not. 

^ Auf^sl he came out of a voluntary' six montli 
exile. Since then he has won as many as four 
tournaments, and suffered two shocking first round 
defeats. One at the US Ojxii. and the other recently 
at Wembley. He has worked his way up to number 
12 in the ladder. Played some increilible tennis. Won 
some light matches. 

But tiirough all this he has remained the same. 
Barely three months alter lus comeback, he has had 
to take a forced break from tounuuneiits. A 3lKH) 
dollar fine in Pans has uikcn lus total fines above the 
stipulated 7501) dollar mark. While the rest of the 
tennis world regrets thus, one person seems unper¬ 
turbed. McEnroe hmiself. 

The twenty-seven year old New Yorker said he 
was looking forward to the rest. He legietted 
having played so many weeks ot non stop competi¬ 
tion but promises to do Ix^tler next year. In lus own 
words, “It’s been an exciting year, inoie prn'alely 
than professionally. But 1 expect to do belter 
tennis-wise nexl ye.ii." 

That lakes care ot a lew sleepless nights for the 
Beckers and the Lendls. 














European 
Football: A Few 
Glimpses 


Ron Atkinson (right) iooks thoughtfui. Considering 
that he’s just been sacked by Manchester United 
It’s not surprising. (Below, right) Two gentleman 
from Wrexham and Real Zarazoga look suitably 
mesmerized by the ball, while (below, left) a sliding 
tackle from German International Rudi Voiler 
(right) can’t stop an Austrian rout 










It was unfortunate that 
Juventus and Real Mad- 
nd should meet so early 
in the European Cup, but 
the crowd was not dis¬ 
appointed. After Real had 
won the first leg, Antonio 
Cabrini scored for Juven- 
tus in the second leg 
(right) to restore parity. 
But the Spaniards domin¬ 
ated the penalty shoot¬ 
out, and keeper Tacconi 
of Juventus (below) had 
no answer to this win¬ 
ning penalty. 
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ACROSS 

1 Footballer for Manchester United 
and England comprises 'tea' in the 
middle (1,8) 

6. One of the two women players from 
Britain to win a Wimbledon title 
between the Wars is a circular 
champion (5) 

8. English county for an Australian 
cricketer (4) 

9, What an umpire calls when the first 
ball of the match is about to be 
bowled, returns (4) 

10. Long-jumpers land in this (3) 

11. Maternal uncle for an Indian 
statistician (4) 

13. Elongated Hyphenation for a 
batsman with elan (4) 

14. This Plate is contested for by those 
eliminated in the first round at 
Wimbledon. Note- In the singular. 
(5) 

15. West Indian fast bowler with the 
middle name of Balfour (9) 


DOWN 

2. Australian fast bowler of the late 
Seventies ends m a saint (5) 

3. This Timing of the tennis world might 
be mistaken for a bear (5) 

4. Rebel Australian fast bowler begins 
in an Egyptian sun god (9) 

5. Yorkshire captain and England 
batsman might be mistaken for a • 
County (9) 

7. The latest subject of neutrality in the 
sjjorting world (7) 

12. i like Paul—' for this English 
baBjjectacled fast bowler (5) 

13. Indoor game for marksmanship (5) 


&caH«nt: IS-IS, Good: 14, Fair: 


QUESTIONS 

' 1. What is the full name of late Frank 
Worrell? 

2. A Weekes—not the great E W — 
played cncket for West Indies, and 
he scored a breezy Test century. 
Who is he? 

3. What IS the name of the English 
newspaper in which the famous “In 
memoriam” announcement marking 
the beginning of the “Ashes" battle 
between Australia and England was 

J published’ 

4. Who IS the only bowler to have 
dismissed O.G. Bradman in three 
consecutive Test innings? 

5. What IS the minimum length of the 
landing pit in triple jump? 

6. What IS a ‘hitch kick”? 

7 WhatisICAAAA'? 

6. And what is BAAB? 

9. What IS the biggest margin of victory 
in India's Federation Cup football 
final? 

10. When, for the first time, was a 
Santosh Trophy final decided by 
tie-breakers? 


ANSWERS 

1. Frank Mortimore Maglinne Worrell 

2 He IS Kenneth H Weekes The 
lefthander batsman played two 
Tests In the third Test against Eng¬ 
land in 1939 at The Oval he scored 
137 (1x6,18x4) at a run-a-minule 
rate He completed his 100 in 110 
minutes 

3. Sjxirting Times. 

4. N W Yardley (England) 

5.30 ft. 

6. It is a term used in athletics and 
means the ‘leg cycling action' which 
long jumpers perform (to reduce the 
tendency for the body to rotate 
forward once it is air-borne) 



7 Intercollegiate Association of 
Amateur Athletes of America 

8. British Amateur Athletic Board 

9. 3-0 (BSF defeated Mafatlai by that 
margin at Gauhati m 1979) 

10 1985 (when Punjab beat Bengal 4 
on penalties after 90 + 30 minutes of 
play had proved scoreless) 


QUESTIONS 

1 When was prize money introduced 
in lawn tennis’ 

2 A brother and a sister partnered to 
win the Wimbledon mixed doubles 
title Who are they’ 

3 Which IS the quickest men's smgles 
final at Wimbledon’ 

4. Who IS the Wimbledon men's sing¬ 
les champion with the lowest per¬ 
centage of losses? 

5 Who IS the oldest player in the Davis 
Cup’ 

6. Who won most gold medals in Olym¬ 
pic tennis’ 

7. Who won most medals in Olympic 
tennis? 

8 When, for the first time were both 
the Wimbledon men s singles final¬ 
ists from overseas’ 

9. When, for the first time was the 
Wimbledon women's singles final 
match entirely overseas’ 

10. When, for the first time, were all the 
five Wimbledon finals contested by 
overseas players’ 


ANSWERS 

1. In 1966, with the onset of open lawn 
tennis. 

2. John and Tracy Austin (1980). 

3. The 1881 final between William 
Renshaw and Rev. John Hartley 
which lasted 37 minutes (Renshaw 
won 6-0,6-1,6-1) 

4 Jack Kramer who in 1947 won the 
title 21 sets to 1,130 games to 37, 
his loss in games being 22.15% 

5. Torben Utnch. He was 48 years 11 
days when he played for Denmark in 
Brussels in September, 1978 
against Belgium 

6 Max Decugis (France) who won 4 
gold medals—3 in 1906 and 1 in 
1920. 


7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 


Max Decugis (France) who won 6 
medals (4 g, 1 s. 1 b) between 1900 
and 1924. 

1913: Tony Wilding (New Zealand) 
vs Maurice McLoughlin (U.S.>M. 

1921: S. Lenglen (France) vs E 
Ryan (U.S.A). 

1930. 





REACH THE TOP 



A;,MOTBmliefJahangir 
! , Khan, the Pakistani 
squash inat’SlU), gives the 
rest of the lop squasli play¬ 
ers a gliininei of hope as he 
loses the final ol the World 
Open squash championship 
to Koss Norman of New 
Zealand. Norman, a long 
lime rival, wins in four 
games to break the Khan 
monotony. 

'^'iHolfBinBBrTheHen- 
'! '^'^'- son and Hedges 
(irand Prix tennis tourna¬ 
ment in W'embley loses two 
of Its main stars as John 
McEnroe and Sielan 
Edberg crash out in llie 
opening round itself. McE 
note loses to Pal Cash 
while Kdlx*rg cannot hold 
out to the constant press' 
ure from Jakob JJkisek of 
Switzerland. 


'll ^]|N0V8fflber'f1ie West 
ii ''Indies steam-roller 
their wav to their third win 
in as many matches to 
clinch the five-match one 
day international senes 
against Pakistan. Playing at 
Sialkot, the West Indies 
overhaul the Pakistani 
score of 148 with lour wick¬ 
ets and three balls to spare. 

P-ngland end the first dav ol 
tlieir first Test against Au¬ 
stralia at Hrisbane at 198 
for two. Losing Chns 
Broad early. England 
steady themselves with a 
61 from skipper Mike Hat¬ 
ting and an unbeaten 76 
from opener Bill Athey. 

, | /r ^ NOVBinbBr Ian 

1 1 e;'Boihani strikes fonn 
with a fighting 138 to lead 
England to 456 in their first 
innings in the first Test 
aganist Australia at Bris- 
l»ne. By close of play on 
the second day, Australia 
are 3,3 for one with David 
Benin out for 10. 

Henry Rono, the Kenyan 
distance nuuiing star, is 
facing legal action Mowing 


his impliration in a bank 
fraud case in New Jersey. 
Rono is at present in the 
Bergen Country jail in leiu 
ofa$3,lKK)bail. 


Nsvenilwr Graham 
Li iHJDiiiey tears through 
the Australian batting line¬ 
up to finish with five for 68 
and force them to follow on 
m the first Test at Bris¬ 
bane. Shot out for 248, 
Australia liave to face just 
one over in their second 
innings and end the day at 2 
for no loss. 

Yannick Noah of France 
comes alive late into the 
match to beat Kevin Cur- 
reii 7-5, 6-3 and enter the 
final ol the Benson and 
Hedges Grand Pnx tenius 
tournament at Wembley. In 
the other semi final, 
Sweden's Jonas Svensson 
gets jKist Libor Pimek of 
Czechoslovakia 7-5. 6-3. 


' -/' NOVBmbBfWest 

: // Indies win the 
fourth one day mtemaliunal 
against Pakistan at Multan 
by 89 runs. Totalling 202 
fot five m their turn at bat, 
the West Indians slicKit out 
the P.ikistams for just 113. 

Frencliman Yaniuck Noah 
stays in high gear to win a 
thnUing five-setter again.st 
Jonas Svensson of Sweden 
and win the Benson and 
Hedges Grand Prix teiuus 
tournament at Wembley. 

H (d)NB«BmhBr Geoff 
!' i-L^Marsh scores an un¬ 
beaten 1U8 to take Austra¬ 
lia out of trouble on the 
third day of the first Test at 
Brisbane. At draw of 
stumps, Australia are 243 
for five. 

One of the controversies in 
soccer is resolved as Diego 
Maradona admits that he 
had used his hand to score 
the first goal against Eng¬ 
land in their Mexico World 
Cup clash. 














L AS'r week we had Rime 
into the firoblems faced 
by nutst of us dunng the 
year-end festivities. And 
we had told you to get into 
track suits and start pound¬ 
ing the road. Now. we are 
going one step further and 
arc concentrating on how 
you can get yourself into 
sliape tor sport in the win¬ 
ter. You may be so satisfied 
with your morning jog that 
you find no real necessity 
for another workout; but 
there could b(* a few who 
appreciate the need lor 
warming uji. 

One ol the best mi'lliods 
ot getting yourself into 
shape- it you are tiMi bored 
with just putting one step in 
front of the other—is <iero- 
hies. While there is the 
very misleading conccplioii 
that aerobics is solely loi 
the fairiT st'x, those ol vou 
who I an get mer the MCF 
feelings and gel into it. will 
find It a very s.ilislying 
expeneiK e 

Aerobiis c.in help you to 
build staniina. It may not 
seem loo tough but it vou 
are man— or woman-- 
enough to take the dial- 
k'lige and switch on the 
beat, you'll be the first one 
to have a word of admita- 
tioii for all llio people who 
slretch to the heal ol llie 
latest cliartbuster. It burns 
calories and lowers vour 
cholesterol intake while 
also improving overall 
health as a direct eflect ol 
smooth blood circulation. 

'I'lie exercises that we 
are going through here do 
not give yon an absolute- 
view of what is covered by 
an aerobics workout; but 
they are gtxid enough to 
tempt vou into finding out 
more about the whole gam 
bit. If they do turn you on. 
and you can't get your 
hands on some further in¬ 
formation. write in and 
we'll see what we can do 
for you. 

In the senes of exercises 
thqt we are going to run 
through, there are .some 
that can be done individual¬ 
ly while some others should 




Start a workout 
with aerobics 
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Jumping Rope 

Progress slowly, starling oil with 20 or 30 seconds ol 
jumping pace for 30 seconds alternating jumping and 
pacing for 10 minutes 


i 


Id 



Stride Jumps 

Take bic strides, swinging your arms freely at a rapid 
rate 


be il(>iK' in a gi- |i nb ' 

to \ilU lo <k- vMluil \ 

method vou prc" i loner 
might fiiul loggiiic in .n -ii- 
his street (sorry .'bi-.n ’l„ii 
one!j but woiUing out niii: 
a giiHip can also he veu i 
exciting—apan (liim ! 
adding a tinge oi vompt ii ' 
tiveness. ' 

For those ot you who ; 
find their tempo fliiggiiig i 
after a week ol exercising j 
at home, ttaming w'ltli j 
friends might just be what 
the doctor ordered. The 
enthusiasm ot the rest of 
the group will rub off onto 
you and soon vou’ll be 
going for it with the same 
vigour as when you 
started 

What must be under¬ 
stood here is that while 
aerobics can cornpnse an 
entile workout on its own, 
what we are dealing with 
here is just a wami-up tor 
any woikoiu session lluit 
vmi may be into. These 
exercises that we are tak¬ 
ing you into are just to get 
the blood coursing through 
the vt'ins ,uk1 make it easiei' 
for the really heavy stuft. 
But, on the other hand, if 
you do want a full workout 
of aerobics, go ahead and 
enjoy yourself. 

One of the things alxiut 
aerohic.s is that it is veiy 
dilficiill to build musde with 
the ordinary workoiil. It is 
a great method ol keeping 
yours(>lf III siiape and toning 
up (he muscles. But liuild- | 
mg muscle is dilficult. This 1 
is due to the heavy leaning 
toward stietching exor¬ 
cises and very littk- bulk- 
butlders. In fact, if vou are 
looking to lose weight, you 
should give aerobics a try. 

Coming back to our ex- j 
ercises, thrice a week 
would be an ideal format to 
set this woikout U>, while 
keejiing in mind that the 
degree of difficulty depends 
solely on your present level 
of fitness. As you work 
your way up the fitness 
ladder, you could increase 
the degree of difficulty to 
sun yourself. 

(To tw eontinuedl 
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The Story of the 

DAVIS CUP 

In 1976, a dogged Italy snatched the cup away. Yet 
Australia would not be denied again and after a gap of 
four years were the Davis Cup champions again. Alan 
Trengove’s writing is as exciting as usual. Published by 
Stanley Paul & Co, the book is priced at £9.95 


L atin coumru-s con- 
linui'd to Iwvc ,1 grt'ai 
influt-nci* on tho cup's des¬ 
tiny in 1977. Italy made a 
spirited deleiue ol the tio 
phy and .Amencai once 
more was siin)rised by a 
Soutli Aiiiei'ican nation, 
ArgtMitina. In spite ol the 
wealth of talent in his loun 
try, Trabi*rl lonnd that he 
could not rely on liaving tlie 
nght combination preeise-ly 
when he needed it. In the 
early rounds* as America 
beat Venezuela, Mexico 
and South Africa, Trabert 
was able to use Vitas (ieru- 
laitis. Tanner and Ashe, but 
the team that lost to Argen¬ 
tina in Buenos Aires, was 
not the strongest lor an 
encounter on clay 

American hoptss wei e 
shattered in the first match 
when Cano, the woild's 
121 St ranked player, upset 
Stockton ;t (1. ('-4. S-d. (v4. 
Stockton had tliances; in 
tact the match lliiclualed so 
much that tliere were 
twenty breaks ot service in 
all. But Cano, a touch plav ■ 
er. usually priKiuced a pas 
sing shot when he needed 
one most, Vilas allovv'ed 


Australia, 1977 



The American tie with South Africa 
at Newport Beach, California 
resulted in the ugliest scenes ever 
enacted at a tennis 
match,..anti-apartheid protestors ran 
onto the court and emptied a carton 
of motor oil over it. Trabert jumped 
from his captain's chair and struck 
two of the interlopers with a racket, 



Tannei was given the 
chance to exact revenge on 
Ramirez when America 
met Me.\ico in Tucson, An- 
zona, and again looked 
shaky when he was down 
1-5. 1.5'4(). From then on 
his serves and volleys be¬ 
gan to zip olf the cement 
court and he won 7-5, 6-4, 
6-4. Ashe put away Rober¬ 
to Chavez 6-4, 6-4, 6-4; 
and Snulh and Lutz also 
recorded a straight sets 
victory. The American tie 
with i^uth Africa at New¬ 
port Beach, California, re¬ 
sulted in the ugliest scenes 
ever enacted at a tennis 
match in the States. Tan¬ 
ner and Gottfried put their 
country two up on the first 
day with clear-cut wins 
over Byron Bertam and 
Ray Moore respectively. 
Disturbances first erupted 
in the doubles between 
Smith and Lutz and McMil¬ 
lan and Bertram when anti¬ 
apartheid protestors ran 
onto the court and emptied 
a carton ol motor oil over 
It. Trabert jumped from liis 
captaui's chair and struck 
two of the interlopers with 
a racquet. ‘My instinct,’ he 







Bo^ExHTRACtr 




This was Guillermo Vilas's best year; 
he won the French and US Open 
titles and was compiling a record 
streak of fifty wins in the Grand Prix. 
The so-called 'Bull of the Pampas' 
was particularly intimidating on his 
home courts 



said lati-i, 'way i ■ nueU 1 
myscli and my i.;, its. 
Wlio knows wh.,' Uu-so i 
guys weiL- up tn-'' The oil ! 
was cleaned up and ihc ’ 
Americans won Ihc miitcl., ' 
Next day there were more ; 
ructions, and as the proles- ! 
tors tned to displav a ban- j 
ner on the court, Ttabetl : 
a^in went aftei them w ith 
his racquet. 

Trabert knew the 
Buenos Aires assignment 
was gouig to be tough, lliis 
was Guillermo Vilas’s best 
.year; he won the French 
and (jS Opt'ii titles and was 
compiling a record streak ol 
fifty wins in the Grand Prix. 
The .so-called ‘Bull ot the 
F'ampas’ was paiticularly 
intimidating on his home 
courts. Dn the othei hand, 
Ricardo Cano, the .Argenti¬ 
nian number two. was 
hardlv kmiwn, and the 
Amencans w<ti' lai super¬ 
ior at doubles. The results 
from two earlier rounds, 
though, should have pro¬ 
vided a warning. In the 
decisive fifth match in Sao 
Paulo. Cano beat Carlos 
Kirmavr of Brazil .'*-7. 6-2, 
6-1) 6-t). and in the clincher 
against Chile in Buenos 
Aires he thwarted h'lllol 6- | 
‘1. 6-1, 6-1 Trahert in- | 
tended to use the j 
machirielike clay-court ex- | 
[lerts Hat old Soloinoii and ' 
Kddie Dibbs lor the singles, \ 
but Solomon was ill and 
Dibs declined Tralicl’s in¬ 
vitation. saying he had 
othei coiiimitments. 'ITie 
ca|)Uiin settled lor (iottfned 
and SliK'ktori. 

(iottlned only six games, 
and the tie was virtually 
over. I hough Sherwwid 
Stewart and Fred Me Nail 
Delayed the Argentinian 
vtclorv bv winning the dou¬ 
bles, Stockton predictably 
went down to Vilas. Hun¬ 
dreds of flags weie waved 
by excited fans and the 
stadium revci berated with 
exulu rant sounds from 
horns and drums. 

•Argent uia loomed as Au- 
stialia’s main hurdle after 
hraser’s men had won the 
Eastern Zone. The star of 
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zonal matches was ilu- 
Tjuriy Mark Edmondson, a 
'one-time janitor from iio-.- 
ford who had lear«-'(i 
obscurity to w'ln liii' 1976 
Australian (Jpcn, noutinR 
Rosewall and N* ombe in 
the profess l‘,fimondson 
Rave his loaniry perfect 
starts bs (<utj.runmnR Vijay 
Arnritr.ii of India m the 
opi'iiiii.e m.ili h in Perth, 
and it'jH'.’jiiiiK that form 
aRaiiisi thf dtiur Onny 
Paiiiii (it New Zealand in 
Aufkkimi In both contests 
Alexander added the 
second singles point, and 
he and Dent won the dou¬ 
bles 

Austraha had never play¬ 
ed farther south in the 
American continent than 
Mexico City None of the 
Australian players had ever 
visited liuenos Aires and 
none could remember 
seeing Cano play. So cap- 
lain Eraser decided to do 
some dctei'tive work. He 
interviewed 'I'lalx-t on the 
subjects of tennis in 
Buenos Aires and Ricardo 
Cano. He U-arned that Cano 
had a sound service, a rol¬ 
led forehand and a back¬ 
hand which he chipped but 
w'hicli he could also hit with 
lop spill across court. Fras¬ 
er tracked Cano to the 
Canadian Open at Toronto 
and watched him play. The 
following week Cano was 
scheduled to play at Bos¬ 
ton. Fraser went to Boston 
only to find that Cano had 
made a last-minute change 
of plans and was playing in a 
round-robin event at West¬ 
chester Country Club, near 
New’ York. The Australian 
captain hurried to West¬ 
chester and, in older to 
avoid conveying any im¬ 
pression that he was wor¬ 
ried by Cano, he and his 
companion entered the 
grounds incognito, paying 
at the gate to sit in the 
public stands. 'Fhey wore 
hats and dark glasses. A 
few days later Fraser stu¬ 
died Cano again at the US 
Open. At last he knew all 
he wanted to know'. 

The tie opened with 


Vilas playing Dent. The Au¬ 
stralian also had enjoyed a 
good year, reaching the 
semifinals at Rome and 
Paris, and the quarter finals 
at Wimbledon. He upset 
Vilas’s rhythm by varying 
his game, but Vilas had too 
much faith in his strength 
and heavy top spin to be 
greatly shaken and he won 
6-2, 4-6. 7-5, 6-2. Cano 
was under more pressure 
than in his previous cup 
matches because of the 
crowd's expectations. With 
Fraser aware of everv facet 
of his game and advising 
Alexander accoidiiigU, 


Ricardo liad nowhere to 
hide. Alexander pulverized 
him 6-2, 6-t), 6-0. The de¬ 
molition was so complete 
that It made Dent, who had 
to play Cano in the critical 
lourlh rubber, supremely 
confident. 

But Australian strateg\' 
almost went awry in the 
doubles when Vilas and 
Cano adopted a ploy that 
unsettled Alexander and 
Dent. When the Argenti 
mans served, the net man 
positioned himself on itic 
centre line two yards hack 
horn the net. By prear¬ 
rangement with the server. 


he would dart to the left..or 
right as soon as the bail was 
struck while the server 
raced in to cover the open 
space. Alexander and Etent 
won the first set 6-2, lost 
tlie next 4-6, and just tip¬ 
ped Vilas and Cano out of 
the third 9-7. The Austra¬ 
lians were watching their 
opponents more than the 
ball and playing more de¬ 
fensively than usual. Vilas 
and Cano won the fourth 
set 6 4, and the Australians 
were relieved to walk off 
the court when an over¬ 
night postponement was 
called at 2 all ui the fifth. 
Next morning tlio Argenti¬ 
nians could not win another 
game. 

Dent liad an hour’.s rest 
before playing Cano. 
Though edgy, he was clear¬ 
ly a class above Cano and 
lie bt'al him 6-4. 6-4, 6 2 to 
put Australia into the final. 
Vilas did liih be -,1 to console 
the crowd bv overcoming 
Alexander in the ‘dead’ 
rubbei. 

TIk' sti< ingest teams in 
Europe wise Italy, Spain, 
France and Rumania, with 
Sweden cnp)>led bv Borg's 
decision to bypass the com¬ 
petition- The fact that both 
Borg and Connors for 
several ycai s apparently 
put the amassing of tourna¬ 
ment riches above the 
opportunity ol representing 
their countnes was to re¬ 
main a blot on their re¬ 
cords. With Tiriac pairing 
witli Nastase in doubles. 
Rumania boked a tlireat to 
any team. Rumanian vietcrr- 
les in Zone A were 
achieved over Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia and Britain 
(whose complaints about 
Nastase’s misbehaviour led 
to his .suspension from cup 
play ih 1978). Further suc¬ 
cess seemed likely at Ro¬ 
land Garros, where the 
mercurial but moody Nas¬ 
tase led Jauffret 6-3, 6-0 
and had a break in the third 
set. However, Jauffret pul¬ 
led (rff a splendid recovery 
to win, 6-1 in the fifth set. 
It was the crucial point in 
France’s 3-2 tiiumph. Italy 


(Phil) Dent had an hour's rest 
before playing Cano. Though edgy, 
he was clearly a class above Cano, 
and he beat him 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 to put 
Australia into the final 
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...Panatta flung himself around the 
court in a valiant bid to avert defeat. 

He saved one match point, but 
(John) Alexander took the set at 9-7 
with a winning volley. The cup once 
more was Australia's. 


reached the European final 
when Barazzutti beat 
Orantes of Spain 7-5, 7-5, 

6-1 to establish a .'M lead in 
Barcelona. Italy met stout 
resistance from France, 
with DominKuez and Jauf- 
fret each going down in five 
sets to Panatta and Baraz¬ 
zutti respectively and 
together losing the doubles 
in four sets. 

There was some irony in 
Australia’s selection (pre¬ 
dictable though It was) of a 
grass court at Sydney for 
(he final. That vear the 
ILTF had deleted the 
I ‘Lawn’ from its title—so 
I becoming the ITF—in rec- 
! ognition of the decline in 
i grass-court tennis. Captain 
Fraser had a trump up his 
sleev<-. He bi ought back 
Roche into the Australian 
team as a singles player. As 
Ncwcomlx‘’s doubles part¬ 
ner, Tony had played his 
part in Australia’s victories 
from 196.5 to 1967 before 
turning professional in 
1968, but he liad never 
played singles for his coun¬ 
try, and, what with Ins 
frequent injuries, it had be 
come increasingly improb¬ 
able that he ever would. 
Now, at the agi of thirty- 
two. he was asked to make 
his singles debut in a final. 
He was an ideal choice, for 
the prevailing breezes at 
White City tavoure'd left¬ 
handers and he always had 
pkiyed well there. 

.Sure enough, the crag¬ 
gy-faced Sydney player laid 
the foundation lor an .Au¬ 
stralian victory by produc 
ing the form that took him 
to the 1968 Wimbledon fui- 
al. He lieai Panatta 6-5, 
6-4, 6-4 in the first match. 
Tony gave a perfect exliibi- 
tion of intelligent serving, 
relying on spin and swing 
rather than power and fol¬ 
lowing up his awkward de¬ 
liveries with deep volleys 
that gave Panatta scant 
opportunity to attack. 

It was a tall order to 
expect Barazzutti to strike 
back against Alexander. He 
had played only six pre¬ 


vious matches on grass and 
lost them all. Yet he kept 
Alexander at lull stretch 
and even wi n a few points 
by daringly going to tlu* m l 
behind his ‘powder puff 
service. Alexander finally 
won 6-4, 8-6, 4-6, 6-2. 

I’he doubles seemed 
certain to go Australia’s 


way, but Panatta and Ber- 
lolucci did not think so. 
Playing with flail aiul re¬ 
solution. they had the 
Wimbk'doii finalist Alexan¬ 
der and Dent struggling foi 
points. Bertolucci was 
omnipotent. He llicki'd de 
ceptive ground shots and 
intercepted brilliantly. 


Pan.iu.i proMdeii , ' • mns- 
lie .iiul they W'Mi , i Ci 1. 

7- 5 

.A siiong wiiui ■! .ul'lccl I 
.Alexander .md ! . I'Ui ni 
the next niatili. .. ,i,i Pc- j 
tween two poweii il „ic j 
courageous men, one .sidIuI 
and phlegmatic b\ temiH i.i 
ment. Die oilier. Panatta. 
inspirational and adventur¬ 
ous. Alter Panatta had ad¬ 
justed lus game to Die wind 
and led 4-(i 6-4, 6-2, his 
lop sfiin looked to be the 
malch-winmrig factor. Ita¬ 
lian migrants in the crowd 
played hells and kla.xon 
horns and chaiiK'd 'Italia, 
lUtlia' to eiKourage him. 
Then, when Panatta broke 
through fin a 2-1 lead in the 
filth set, an Itali.'iii suppor¬ 
ter leajjed to lus feet and 
gave a leiidition of the 
song, ‘It’s Now or Never’. 
Alexander had led 5 1) and 
1-1 in the toiirth set. but 
onlv lust managed to wm it 

8- 6 after Panatta served for 
the match’ .it 6-5 only to 
double-iaull at 50 all. 'I’he 
fifth set see-sawed as 
Panatta immediately lost 
his 2-1 (and 4( 1-1.5) lead, 
and then dropped a lurlher 
three games, only to surge 
back when .Alexander ! 
served tor the match at | 
.5-5. 'I'he score went to 5 ! 
all. Neither man now ' 
showed anv sign of crack- | 
ing. But .Ak'x.inder, sei \ irig i 
first, was able to apply a hit ' 
mote piesMirc to the lia- 
lian's servici'. .Also, he 
used the loh cleverh. 
Panatta had little mai gin for 
error with lus smashing and 
missed a fi'w overheads 
tluil proved cosllv At the 
end, alter tieailv* four 
hours’ play, .Alexander’s 
ability to scramble and rally 
helped to wc.ir Panatta 
down. Wlien .Alexander 
went to 40-love on Panat- 
fa’s seive in the twentieth 
came. Panatta flung hniiselt 
aii.und the court in a valiant 
bii) to avert defeat. He 
•>aved one match point, but 
Alexander tcuik the set at 

9- 7 with a wituiing volley. 
The cup once more was 
Australia’s. 
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H ow fast is fast? Sdiih' 
thing which ha- l-w. m 
aled me, I mc.'ii, all 
know that this >1 i-i't <iik 1 
that IS very fa-i H ii, how 
fast? 

InquisitiM with a 

natural Han ■ < ^iieed. That 
would cvfi .' I my predica¬ 
ment . 1 - ■■ ou'il to equate 
sport IIqieed. After all, 
we cli. .IV, (live speed in 
spur; I'.it It IS always in 
rel.ilioi. to time or distance. 
Vi I, idit'ly—if ever at 
-ill have we sat down to 
! tiiul out how fast. 

For those of you who are 
still wondeniiK, let me ex¬ 
plain. An Olympic lOUm 
final. Kight men cleave 
through the air to hit the 
tape in exultation. The 
world hail.s a champion. 
And the primary factor is 
obviously his timing: 9.0 
seconds. Thai’s it. Okay, 
so he timed 9.9 but how 
last did he actually run? 
What was the siieed he 
reaclieil.^ 

Fven .is these queries 
r-ipped around in my head, 1 
chanced upon a book tliat 
was obviousK written by 
someone on iht* same w.ivi- 
length ;is me. It hud the 
eleven top sporting s|H'eds 
lisledi I couldn’t believe it. 

What were we hilking 
about a little while earlier? 
Oh yes. The sjKed a spnn 
ter inis in full stride. It’s 27 
inph over a dislatue ot 190 
yatds. And if you aren’t 
impressed enough, try it. 
You’re gonna lose. 
(Ibviously 

That’s one end of tltt 
scaU> as tar :is speed goes. 
At the other end lurks a 
lean, mean I'oische 917/ 
30. .An out and-out racing 
car, this beauty can scorch 
the track at speeds over 
250 mph. Human effort 
doesn’t have much to do 
with this, although. 
Hut...think about it. How 
many ot you would have the 
i»uts to trade places with a 
V onnula One driver? 1 start 
searching for the brake ev- 
erv time the needle knocks 
eighty. And if ^here’s 
someone else aflhe wheel, 


I’m screaming at sbet^j' 

And to shoot anothler 
popular myth down; all that 
horseplay about Jesse 
Owens racing a Horse is all 
humbug. He may have kept 
abreast for a couple of 
seconds, but the moment 
the horse gains momen¬ 
tum, It’s bye bye Jesse. I’m 
sure you'd agree with me 
when you know the top 
speed thcit rcacehorse can 
touch in full stride. fiO mph! 
'lliat's almost as futile as 
Daley I'hompson trying to 
outsprint a greyhound. He 
did it, honest. But it was 
more in jest than anything 
else. As he put it—after 
following the paw marks to 
the ftipe—“One more leg 
and 1 would have beaten 
him.” 

And as if to prove Uiat 
anything done on the 
p'ound can be done better 
in the air, the racing pigeon 
can whiz past a galloping 
racehorse with miles to 
spare. The timing taken in 
full flight: 90 mph. 

'ITiere were other things 


that had me Wondering. 
Knocking around on a ten¬ 
nis court the obvious ques¬ 
tion is: how fast does this 
ball travel? A mind boggling 
140inph! But then that’s 
unique. 'Fhat’s Roscoe Tan¬ 
ner. How did 1 ever get to 
the ball? But then thank 
God. 1 never have to 
bounce in anticijiation ot 
Tanner’s first serve. 

’I'ennis balls we can im¬ 
agine. After all it is the net 
result of high-tension cal 
gut slamming against a 
pressurised ball. But a 
small plastic ball rebound¬ 
ing off soft rubber pasted 
against a paddle? Must be 
way slower! That’s where 
you gti wrong. Surprise 
surprise. A table tennis ball 
is just 20 mph slower than 
its rubberised cousin. 

Another place where 1 
have often wondered about 
sjieed IS the cricket pilch. 
There isn't much lime to 
think realK if you’re facing 
Malcolm Marshall. It you 
do need any further reason 
to respect those men who 




go out there and stand up 
to the likes of Marshall, 
Thomson and Imran, here 
it is. That red cherry whirls 
through the air at speeds 
near 100 mph and what it 
does after seam touches 
pitch is their business. Me? 
I’d much rather prefer the 
safety of a typewriter. 

Surprisingly, the place 
where speed is actually 
flaunted is in the compara¬ 
tive safety and quiet calm of 
a golf course. The impact of 
a wood striking home, the 
shaft bending with the 
swing and viciously 
straightening out to propel 
the ball into the distance. 
Fay heed, we’re not talking 
about du-ection. You might 
have liookcd into the lank 
01 even sliced out of 
bounds. Hut if you're big 
enough to really lay on the 
power into a well timed 
drive, the ball can rocket 
off the lee to a speed of 250 
mph! 'I'he next lime 1 hoar 
someone shouting ‘Fore’, 
I’m running foi cover! 

And how last can man 
go? We know how fast he 
can run. Hut strap him to a 
set of skis and point him 
down a snow-bound slope 
and you’ll have the speedo 
meter clocking 125 mph! 
Fortunately, they don’t fine 
you lor speeding down the 
Alps. It’s even more firight- 
ening on water. Keeping 
your balance on a pair of 
water skis is acliievenient 
enough, but skimming the 
water at 128 mph is 
pushing things a little too 
fax. Now I’m wondering 
how fast those little speed 
boats go on their own? 

But the fastest of all is 
human vanity. Henry Coop¬ 
er claimed that his left hook 
was timed at 30 mph. That 
was nowhere as fast as 
Sugar Kay Leonard getting 
to a mirror after a bout to 
see the damage to his pret¬ 
ty face. Admit it, when you 
fell off your cycle, weren't 
you more bothered about 
who saw, than how ftist you 
were going? 

Pradeep Paul 
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Skin that is lively evanaitter 
the razor has taken Its ch^toU, 
Skin that can stand tha fUcks of 
the shaipest blade. Skin that 
stays fresh and pit^eoted. 

With B(m)line. 


R^)rSkin 


Boroline fights and cures 
infection in ojts, {iHmples, 
rashes and dry skin. 

Its antiseptic ac^on protects 
your skin. 


Boroline 

Anttsaetic Perfumed CrMm 


Ideal tor dry skin and mirKx 
nicks and cuts 
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Corribecm Champagne 

The West Indians, with a near perfect blend of youth and experience 
called all the shots at the Sharjah Four Nation Tournament. Mudar 
Patherya reports 


Dempo Overcome Calcutta 
Chall^ge 

Dempo Sports Club played at their best to win the title for the fourth 
time. Mohun Bagan and East Bengal were beaten by a better team 


Body Music 


Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean have staged a revolution on ice. 
They now tour the world not as competitors, but as entertainers 


Cover transparency of Vivian Richards and Kapil Dev by Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

AseoclBte Editor: David McMahon Editorial Staff: Subhash Sarcar, Suprakash Ghoshel. Mudar Patherya, 
Clive Andrew O'Brien. Pradeep Paul, Barry O’Brien, Rohit David Brijnath 
Madraa Correapondoirt: Paitab Ramchand Staff Photographer: Nikhil Bhattacharya 
Art Director: Bipul Quha Staff Oeatgnera: Santosh Dutta, AH Akbar Mirza 

PuMisIwc) and pnriMd by Anandc Bazar PatrlKa Lunlad, horn 6 S 9 Prafulla .Sarkar Siraet, CalcuttB ''00001 by ai>i Kumar Baau 
Air aurchaise Simagar ex-Deltv 20 pS'Za. Air aurcharga m NE stata axcapt T npura 25 pane Air suicbarge m Tnpuia IS pane 














Akshara H/362/APT 


N^ARJUNASAOAR-once the 
rmied seat of Buddhist learning, 
jajwtt 150 km. away trom 
Hyderabad. Here the tourist will 
rind the most vivid manifestation 
of ancient culture and modern 
engineering 





The precious wealth of Buddhist 
culture, IS preserved in the island 
museum in the middle of the man¬ 
made lake, which can be mched 
by a motor launch. Excavations in 
1926 here, revealed an entire 
township. A university, 
monasteries, stupas, religious 
scriptures, coins etc. These finds 
are carefully preserved. 

A lew kms away from 
Nagarjunasagar, is the picturesque 
Ethipothala waterfall. A scenic 


I he Nagarjunasagar Dam. Named 
after the Buddhist philosopher 
Acharya Nagarjuna, is the tallest 
masonry dam in the world. A 
tremendous feat ol engineering, a 
magnificent spectacle. 




Dis<x>ver Buddhist history 
at the tallest masonry dam 
in the woild. 




spot where the tourist can delight 
in the marvels of nature. The 
crocodile farm is an added 
attraction for the tourist. 



A cruise by launch up the liver 
Krishna, is a pleasurable 
experience. The motor boat ride 
between Nagarjunasagar and 
Srisailam across a 110 km stretch 
of water, is exhilarating. The thick 
forests ail around, are a well 
protected sanctuary for various 
species of wildlife. 

Nagarjunasagar ha.s a number of 
guest houses for the tourist's 
comfort. 

Come to Nagarjunasagar, Andhra 
Pradesh. Kor a memorable 


holiday. 

t®T 


Andhra Pradesh Tourism 

1st floor, Gagan Vihar, 

M.J. Road, 

Hyderabad-500 001. 

Iclcphones. 5.5649.1. 42K.15. 77192, 
700K7. 2.1.1.1K4. 2.1.1385. 










n a coma 

IT was very sad, and at the same time 
annoying, to see the Indians to put up 
itheir wcHSt performance in the World 
^up hockey. Sad because Indian hock- 
y cannot get any worse as far as 
rformance is concerned. And 
ying because they did not play as 
ell as they are capable of playing. 

The selectors should have shown 
nfidence in a few of the older and 
ore experienced players for this 
ajor tournament. The most glaring 
omission being the former captain 
^far Iqbal. Pakistan recalled old 
horses Kalimullah and Hasan Sardar 
md it was well worth it. lire Aussies 
too had Charlesworth. 1 do agree that 
game has changed, but there is no 
eason to believe that the Europeans 
and the Aussies are physically stron¬ 
ger today than they were a decade 
ago. Therefore, the argument that we 
are losing because we are physically 
weaker doesn't hold good. I am sure 
that the Indians can climb back to the 
top once again. What they have to do 
. is stop making lame excuses and 
concentrate harder on their game. 
More importantly, they should try and 
work as hard as the Europeans and 
others do. 

Our hockey is in a state of coma at 
present. With cricket gaining in popu¬ 
larity, the performance at London will 
further damage the ‘not so healthy’ 
image of the game. Something con¬ 
structive must be done immediately to 
revive this traditional sport of the 
country. Officials and players will have 
to forget or at least shelve their 
differences for the moment, if tht^re is 
to be an upswing as far as the 
popularity of the game is concerned. 
Then, and only then, will an improve¬ 
ment in the standard come about. 
ABDUL MONIM, 

Kalyan. 

Spin specialists, 
please! 

WITH the year 1986 coming to an 
ei^. one can say that the Indian 
crictet team has had mixed fortunes. 
In this period, India failed to win a 
single Test match against Australia 
out of six and recorded two victories 
against Engird. A one-day series win 
over Australia at home is the only 
consolation m instant cricket. 

How do we ^0 about the task of 
buildaiga winnmg side? In England 
our medium pace bowlers 
speariieaded by Chetan Sharma, came 


to terms with the condition with sterl¬ 
ing p^ormances. But, on our home 
soil, we &died as a team. We could not 
OToduce a spin bolder of the calibre of 
Prasanna, Venkat, Bedi on Chan¬ 
drasekhar. Ilie lack of strike bowlers 
in the spin department is felt very 
much. The present set of spin bowlers 
are only part-time bowlers and their 
strike rate is ver)? poor. They must 
learn to exploit wickets, like say Abdul 
Qadir did at Faisalabad, and John 
Emburey at “Gabba" (Brisbane). Our 
spin bowlers lacked imagination and 
foresight. Dean Jones notched up a 
double century despite his illhealth 
recently at Madras. Our spinners 
were ready for the leather-hunt rather 
than dragging Jones from the crease 
for a stumping chance. Emburey invit¬ 
ing Jones out at Bnsbane should serve 
as the final notice for our spinners. 

India has only managed four Test wins 
in the last four years. It is now or 
never: India's spin combination re¬ 
quires a drastic change. 

C.K. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras 

Two good 

THE interviews of Arun Lai and 
Mohinder Aniamath by Barry O'Bnen 
and Mudar Patherya respectively 
were very well done. It is true that 
the East Zone captain has done more 
than enough to come back into the 
national team. Let’s hope that with 
Kaman Lamba's poor showuig ui Shar¬ 
jah and Lai’s two successive double 
hundreds is ample prcxif that there 
should be an immediate change. 

Jimmy Amarnath's views on cricket 
and fellow cricketers are as consistent 
as his performances on the field. 
Whether he will play for India again 
one really doesn i know, but one thing 
is for sure: he has done more than 
enough for Indian cricket. Youngsters 
should follow the example set bv this 
‘Peter Pan of Indian cricket’. His 
greatest assets being patience, 
perseverance and willmgness to stay 
at the wicket. 

G KBlSnNAMOURim . 

Hyderabad. 

Time’s running out 

IN less than two years from now, 

India will be takmg part in the XXIV 
Olympic Games. Following India’s 
performance at the Seoul Asian 
Gaines, the sports authorities should 
do something drastic in order to im¬ 
prove the performances. A seminar 
would be a good idea. Iliey could 
invite sports-minded members of the 


community, former sixirtsmen, 
national coaches and sportswritei ^ to 
discuss the situation and make sug - 
gestions as to what the most feasible 
steps would be. 

Four training centres should be set 
up in the north, south, east and west. 
It seems most of the centres are in 
the north. This does not help a great 
deal in unearthing new talent, and 
something must be done in this regard 
immediately. 

MELSONFM LOUIS, 

Goa. 

Calling Usha 

CHIEF MINISTER of Punjab Mr Sur- 
jit Singh Bamala and Pradeep Paul 
need to be con^atulated for taking 
the pains to write personal letters to 
India's track queen PT Usha. She is 
obviously world class but she requires 
encouragement and advice. This will 
help her to improve even further. 

I came across Mr Barnala’s letter in 
a local daily and 1 thorouf^y went 
through the letter to her in Sport- 
sw’or/d(29th Oct—4th Nov). 1 fully 
agree with tliis opinion. It is indeed 
true that if the Asian cliampiun goes to 
the USA for further training she will 
stand a good chance of winning a 
medal at the Olympics two years 
hence. The essence of the letter is 
invaluable and should be a great 
source of uispiration and guidance for 
the young athlete. • 

Let's hope Usha takes the advice I 
and gets on that plane. It’s her best *' ‘ 
chance. 

S. HUSSAIN, 

Dibrugarb.^^ 

Whaf mbre? 

"A HUNDREI) wouldn't have been 
enough" 5porlswof7d(12tli-18th Nov) 
says Arun 1^1. But as it turned out. 
two double hundreds pioved inadequ¬ 
ate. He failed to make it to the team 
for the Sharjah tournament. 

I agree with the former Test play¬ 
er. He has been unfairly branded as a 
failure in Test encket. To the discern¬ 
ing eye, it has always been apparent 
tlut he has the class and the technique 
to shoulder the re.sponsibility of open¬ 
ing the balling for the country. Be¬ 
sides, it should not be forgotten that 
he is the possessor of one of the 
coolest heads in Indian cricket. 

I only hope that his omission brings 
to the fore the fighting qualities of the 
talented Bengal skipper. Keep going 
Arun. And all the best, 
BASUDEVSANYAL, 

Howrah. 
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Four-Nation Qiampions Trophy 


Cairibean Champagne 

The formidable West Indians, gradually but surely, booked 
their place on the victory balcony at Sharjah. Mudar 

Padierya reports 


India versus Sri 
Lanka, 27 
Nov^ber 

D uleep Mendis’s Sri 
Lankans are the best 
behaved young men you 
can hope to find in the 
business. Soft spciken and 
well mannered, "ntey never 
let a day go by without 
doing good to someone. 
The trouble starts when 
they stretch their generos¬ 
ity to cricket. 

At two stages in their 


match against India they 
appeared to be setting the 
pace. A score of 125 for 
two in the 28th over was 
the ideal launching pad for 
an unassailable total. Sri 
Lanka floundered.. Rana- 
tunga was bowled and the 
Sri Lankan run rate im¬ 
mediately lapsed. 

They did well to recover, 
scoring 214 for nine off 45 
overs. Quite ordinary, you 
might say. 

But each match that Sri 
Lanka plays is worked 
around different plots with 
the same end. De Mel 


yielded 32 runs in mne 
overs; Rumesh Ratnayake, 
44 in seven: spinner Anur- 
asiri, 30 in five; Ranatunga 
28 in four, Labrooy 32 in 
eight and Gurusinghe 45 in 
8.3. For the dramatic 
effects of a fairly predict¬ 
able tragedy, wicket keep¬ 
er De Alwis dropped Srik- 
kanth at 37, Gurusinghe 
flixired him five runs later 
while Aravinda De Silva 
dropped Azharuddin at 35. 
Jaffna was not alone in its 
curfew tliat evening. 

Mediocre bowling 
seemed to characterise 


proceedings. The Indians 
seemed to compete kwig 
hop for long hop. With the 
exception of Kapil Dev— 
two for 28 in nine—Binny 
was hit for 42 in nine overs, 
Sharma 40 in eight, Manin-r 
der eight in two overs, 
Madal Lai 37 in nine and 
Shastri 40 in eight. Only 
two maidens were bowled. 
The Indian bowlers seldom 
in the last year and a half 
looked as ordinary. 

India had little difficulty 
in getting past the Sri Umk- 
an total. Twenty-one balls 


iir the same end. De Mel seemed to characterise remained to be bowled 

Gus Logie was the star of the show, both with bat and on the field 
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Azharuddin (above) and Kapil Oav (below) ataered India to victory against Sri Lanka 
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when the winning run was 
hit but for the scorebook. 
India had won by seven 
wickets. 

Two particular points re¬ 
mained dotted on mem¬ 
ory’s pad even beyond the; 
halfway stage of the touHj)-! 
ment Ranatunga's six 
Shastri sent the baU out of 
the playitffi.di'ena and the 
stadium. Fifteen minutes j 
passed before the ball could 
be recovered and the 
match resumed. If Rana- 
tunga was bowled for 39 
immediately after, it was, 
amusingly as much, his 
handiwork as Madan Lai's. 

I can still picture Lab- 
rooy’s first over in interna¬ 
tional cricket as I write. His 
first ball to Gavaskar was 
square driven, no run. 
Gavaskar fatally edged be¬ 
hind ofi the second. Lamba 
was beaten next ball. The 
batsman preferred to leave 
the fourth. Labrooy bowled 
him on the fifth. Azhar 
shakily survived the last. 

If the Sri Lankans had 
stuck to a similar pattern 
for the remainder of the 
match, the tournament 
would have had a different 
script altogether. 


Photographs; Ratan Peter 

Qomes 










Pakistan versus 
West Indies, 28 
November 

P akistanis gave their 
country a chance 
against West Indies in the 
Be^nd match. To convince 
a i^approving audience 
they, used two arguments: 
one, they cited the cliche 
that in this form of the 
game anything could hap¬ 
pen. For the more deman¬ 
ding. they cited the semi 
&ial of the World Ciiam- 
pionship as a relevant ex¬ 
ample that the West Indies 
were indeed beatable. 

The West Indies reduced 
Pakistan to a nine-wk;ket 
defeat. They bowled Pakis¬ 
tan out for 143, eifdtt balls 
before the stipulated close. 
The winning West Indian 
reply took 62 balls less and 
was put up for the loss of 
only one wicket. Not even 
the Missing Persons 
Bureau in Sharjah could 
have helped the Pakistanis 
find themselves. They had 
that certain nothing. 

But there was little the 
Pakistani batsmen could 
have done anyway analyse 
this over bowled to Mudas- 
ear, Mmhatt’s slow one 


Indians celabratathatail of a West Indian wicket.. 


One more over 


D id Coifftney Walah 
bowl ten overs, in¬ 
stead of tile s^ndated 
nine, against Pakistan in 
the secoiui match? 

The television and . 
radio commentators Mt 
so and mred the com¬ 
ment during the "live" 
telecast to India and Abu 
^DjhabL Tte scorers and 
'statiStidahs supported 
the claim. The uirpres 
strongly denied the 

‘T would have liben 
the first to acc^ it fif 
there was wty nu^ake,” 
said Didde BM. 
diedced our record and 
axording to om* cak^- 
tions he bowled 8.4 
overs and not now. We 
have |{ot pcodf that we 
are r^t. The grotind 
socHiera ate wrong. The 
TV scorers are wrmig 
and if they want to play 
the film bKk, let thm' 
said Bitd. 

Umpire Shepherd 
, waa of die optnioo that ’ 
the ocMkaficpa. aroae ia 


the 35th or 36th ov«; 
"Walsh was bowHo^ 
from Dickie's end. Bp 
came to my ^ aho 
bouded one over before 
he was taken off. Then 
Gray bowled his last 
over from .my mid. i 
think the confusion 
arose there. The scm^ 
ers did not rei^ that 
there was a change of 
bowl«s. Mi^ it 
because both are .Ui 
men. That.ia whenl^jteV' 
scoters went 

Cj^M tincCt dnOpnGInl* ^ r 

Thp umpires pcovBed 
the Mavpae break-ups 
pavilkm <£na Matik^ 
eight, Beigamb n^ 
Gray four, Wateb one 
(22). other end: Gay 
five, Harper nine, WM - 
7.4 (21.4) 

Asff Ipi^ said, "fieaa 
profesaonals of a hj gi 
standard it w not diGBaiit 
to understand their dia- . 
qipointinent ova tlte 
confriaioR. widcfa 
Qiiidi vnw ioDQmct^ni 




cut away as Mudassar 
stretched forward. The 
slightly f^ter one nipped 
back as Mudassar went 
half-cock. The one that 
Mudassar didn't see, mis¬ 
sed his nose by inches. 
Marshall did a re-nm of this 
three balled formula each 
over. Only he juggled the 
order. 

Gray at tlw other was 
just as tight. At six inches, 
the ball comes out of the 
multi-coloured jerseys 
above the sight screen. 
I^a attempted to glance 
him but took it on Uie pad. 
Mudassar played two su¬ 
perb square cuts in an 
over—cMily if they had con¬ 
nected. The Pakratan bats¬ 
men were reduced to nm- 
n^ singles after the defen¬ 
sive push to silly mid off. 
Their fiirst boundary was 
scored in the 20th ova! 

Mudassar ended his 
embarrassment by puOing 
Benjamin. He top-edged 
and was caught at silly mid 
off by Gus Logie running in 
from cova. The fiekfor la¬ 
ta played a part in three 
otha (fismissals, taking his 
involvemeift in dismissals 
to five. He ran Miandad out 
fa 32 at 87, cau^ Ejaz 
Ahmed fa four ana ran oift 
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.But the }oy was ahort lived 


M 4 jtaba with a throw to 
bowler Gray. In addition, 
he twice lut the stumps 
from the outfield while the 
batsmen were desperately 
trying to get home. Logie 
seemed to be functioning 
on a battery pack that 
morning. Only Viv Richards 
during the World Cup &ial 
in 1975 could have made as 
much difference to another 
side’s prospects with his 
fielding. 

India versus W^t 
Indies, 30 
November 

T he match between India 
and West Indies was the 
most interesting of the first 
three of the tournament. 
More wickets fell (16) 
vdiile the runs per wicket 
ratio (23) was the lowest 
from amongst the first half 
of the toumam«it. 

'Die ftct that India res¬ 
tricted West Indies to 198 
m 45 overs was taken as a 
&ctOT m India’s frivour. A 
Pakistan television com¬ 
mentator presided over my 
hmcbeon pessimism and 
chuckled to himself. 1110 
match was good as w(»i, he 
mantained. "Even with the 
West IndGU) bowling,” 1 


asked. And, perhaps, the 
slow outfield? “The bats¬ 
men can always hit over the 
top,” he said. Compared to 
him, Micawber would have 
looked a doubting Thomas. 

And so it transpired. 
Srikkanth fleeced Marshsll 
for ten runs in two balls. 
Marshall then produced the 
ultimate m nip backs. He 
had barely got the bat out 
of the block, when his leg 
stump was ^e. Forty per 
cent of India’s chances of 
winning the matdi went 
with that one delivery. 

After scoring 17 in 15 
balls, India’s run rate never 
exceeded the demand. It 
had slipped to 2.9 after 10 
overs, 2.8 at the end of 20, 
3.1 ater 30 and 3.6 at,l^ 
completion of tte'r^Oth 
over. India nee^^ to bat a 
shade above 4.4 runs an 
over to win the matdh. 
And, perhaps, the trophy. 

Once again, the differ¬ 
ence in baling strengths 
between the two sides dic¬ 
tated the outcome. Consid¬ 
er the individual progress 
rates of four batsmen dur¬ 
ing the matdh: Richards’ 62 
took lum 66 balls. The 
other three batsmen to 
a bearing on the final 
result almost produced 



identical ratios; Azhar’s 38 
took 67 balls, Logie’s 58 
consumed 96 balls while 
Gavaskar lasted 109 balls 
for his 63. Hiat innings by 
Viv Richards had a more 
direct individual bearing on 
the result than anytiiing 
else in the match. 

Richards found himself 
under attack. Three wick¬ 
ets had ftiUen for 43. Had 
he gone then—he edged 
past a diving Pandit first 
ball—it could have been a 
(Merent proposition. West 
Indfos mi^t have strugglf^ 
to save it. 

The bail streaked for 
four instead. Two balls la¬ 
ter, Jie had glanced Binny 
to (he boundary again. He 
top-edged Shastri to where 
leg slip might have been off 
the bowlegs first ball. In his 
next over, the prototype 
Richards emerged. He 
lifted Shastri for a six over 
long on. The score moved 
to 5^ In Shastri's following 
over, another six resulted. 
67 for three, Richards 30. 
He singled out the suffering 
Shastri for a four and then 
heaved him over mid wick¬ 
et for yet another sue. 81 
for thr^, Richards 42. A 
spectator in tl» stand to 
our teft cried: “Richards. 


mercy! 

West indies found them¬ 
selves with 198 to protect 
Indian optimism once again 
made the elementary error 
of failing to take the num¬ 
ber of overs into account 
For a 60-over match the 
score would have worked 
out to 264. Not every ' 
can score that many to win ‘ 
against the West Indies.'"'' 

India proved' no excep¬ 
tion. 

Condensed 
scores of 
matches: 

S ii Lanka 214 for nine in 
45 overs (Ranatunga 
39, Sharma three for 40, 
Kapil Dev two for 28) lost 
to htdia, 215 for three in 
41.3 overs (Srikkanth 92, 
Azharuddin 50 not out, 
Kapil Dev 34 not out, Lab- 
rooy two for 32). 

Pakistan, 143 m 43.4 
overs (Raja 44, Miandad 
32, Walsh four for 31) lost 
to West Indies, 145 for me 
in 33.2 overs (Greeiudge 
74, Haynes 59 not out). 

West Indies, 198 for 
eight in 45 overs (Richards 
62, Logie 58 not out) beat 
India, 165 for in 45 
overs (GavaSor 6% Azhar- 
uddin38, ffsee for32). 
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Srikkanth grimabes In 
aatonlanmentas 
Marshall begins his war 
dance. Fitting revenge 
for a man who had Just 
been hit for a six and a 
four 




With the West Indian 
pacemen cleaving through all 
resistance, the M of wickets 
on the Sharjah cricket pitch 
reminded one of trees in a 
forest infested with hack-saw 
armed lumberjacks. Ratan 
Peter Gomes picks his way 
among the splinters to collect 
some of the evidence 




The start of tha long walk 
back. Marshall loolu 
back In triumph and tha 
Indian chaAenga la 
aimoatovar 
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ir« the lobby of the Shar 
Ijah Continental Hotei. 
I've had a hard day at t!ie 
desk peck^ away a( a 
typewriter for what niust 
have beat hours. Evuittual- 
ly I tore the last .^Iwct of 
the roller, p:ic!*>d the 
loaned machini into its 
dumsy case, kren ked back 
a drink (soft) and decided to 
afford myself tfie luxury of 
atretchinf; tny legs and Iiv> 
fog a little. Can you imagine 
slogging aidoor when the 
option is a relaxed walk 
down a sunlit boulevard. 

“Assalamoalikum, 
janaab," 1 looked up. The 
name Razullah Khan, 
BCCP member, seemed 
familiar. I mumbled a reply. 
“Aapke umpire ne to Pakis¬ 
tan mein bada fadda kar 
diya," he said as he 
screwed up his face. Our 
neutral umpires you mean, 

1 asked. "Poorey match ko 
barbaad kar dya” he con¬ 
tinued. I shook my head. 
The lobby of the hotel 
goes up as high as the 
sixteenth floor. The 350 
rooms stand piled up on 
one side. The front of this 
ifemarkable ‘home’ is glas- 

e :.at any given time of 
eo^t, while the elova- 
|t^.'iB'responding with its 
twiufosh to your call, you 
jCM ^tch the highway glim- 
iraar running'<its own arc 
some 20 nues away. But 
here and nowe it is agree¬ 
ably mellow within. I decide 
to bask awhile, to slouch 
into a sofa that goes oomph 
and watch life go by. 

Debashis Datta of Aaa- 
jkal jtfks me out of my 
reverie. “Mama, khabar 
mila? Vengsarkar has in¬ 
jured tus foot and may not 
be playing Sunday’s game." 
Uh, I say. 

"See you...er wait, I 
have some news. Jeffrey 
Diyon has been divorced. 
Don’t teU anyone". And 
he's gone. 

Farooq Usman has just 
atrived from Karachi. He 
breaks into a bear hug and 
mildly accuses Gcxi erf fot- 
ting him down the last time 
he was in India. Farooqthai 



SiARJAHOlARy 


flew in to photograph the 
Ctelhi Test after the pre¬ 
vious one in Madras had 
been tied. It rained for 
three days and the match 
was ruined. 

Andy Gray and Courtney 
Walsh are so thin that it 
would take two of them to 
make a shadow. When they 
gave their cool ones, hips 
wiggling and shoulders 
matching the rhythm, it 
appeared as if they were 
actually looking down on us 
folks. Roger Harper’s six- 
and-a-half fexit presence 
saved the situation: Walsh 
and Gray at last found 
somebody to see eye to 
eye with and the conversa¬ 
tion that followed was for 
the quntebooks. “Maan, de 
stuff dat de fellows wear 
maan. Maan dey look tike 


dem blankets we yoos at 
home, maan”. Or perhaps, 
orani^ my neck, I only 
imagined it. 

TTie Khans, Imran and 
Zakir, are dropping their 
keys and waiting for the car 
that will take them to 
Dubai. Dickie Bird, in 
shorts and sans hat for 
once, is sneaking off to¬ 
wards the bead) at the 
bacdi. “Yu alius fi’ me there 
on an ov’ day," he unwfods 
in his Yorkshire lingo. 

Shahnaaz, the one-man 
(sorry woman) liaskin with 
the invitees, press and par- 
tidpants, has taken over. If 
after five hours of banging 
away on the typewriter 1 
have reason to be wearily 
satisfied, 1 have a lesson in 
store for what man—oh, 
forget the gender— can do 


in five minutes. She has 
just issued our press cards, 
there is somebody at her 
table asking for the address 
of the CBFS office, there is 
a phone call from the air¬ 
port fi'cnn a stranded arrival 
demand!^ to know wlwn 
the immigration formalities 
are going to be deared 
She is attending to ail these 
queries and running off to 
arrange for the car that wiS 
take Mr Sriraman to the 
administrative office of the 
organisers. Er wait, the 
phone has begun ringing 
again, she’s back: Asif Iqbal 
has appeared on the hm- 
zon, she’s off to have a 
word with him... 'The other 
day, someone told her: 
“TTie last thing I saw the 
previous ni^t was you run¬ 
ning around for something. 
The first thing I saw in the 
lobby this morning was you 
dashfog off orders from 
your desk. Tell me, do you 
ever sleep?” 

My subconscious 
blushed. It took a moral 
beating after the hours with 
the typewriter. 1 got up and 
left. 

T he whole world was 
cricket in Shatjah from 
the moment the matches 
began. The waiters in the 
restaurant where I lunched 
were from Kerala and Sind. 
TTie delayed response to 
my order for ‘Kheema 
naan’ was more out of se¬ 
rious differences in opinion 
about the outcome of the 
tournament than the intri- 
cades of culinary prepara¬ 
tion. 

Standing around with my 
plate, even after having 
finished, did wonders for 
my knowledge of cricke* 
betting at the ground. 1110 
match would be half com¬ 
pete by then: expatriates 
would eruditely preside 
over the possible outcome. 
Bets would be placed. 
Hedged, ‘^ten’. At 280. 
Saarey teen (3-1/2). Or 
‘paanch ka Bhaav’. As I 
said, 1 picked up a lot be¬ 
tween nibbies. 
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Indian women in England 

Aggarwal and ^Aggro’ 


I INDIA'S first tour of Eng- 
I land was regretably upset 
by unsporting tactics and a 
rather hasty over-reaction 
by officials from the gov¬ 
erning bodies of both wun- 
tries. The incidents which 
caused rancour occurred 
during tte first Test at the 
resque Collingham 
et Club, just outside 
Leeds. 

Initially the Indians com¬ 
plained that the ground was 
not up to first-class stan¬ 
dard for a Test, which was 
hardly the way to win 
fiiends after the officials oi 
Collingham had gone to ev¬ 
ery imaginable length to 
stage the match profes¬ 
sionally. The more serious 
incident, however, occur¬ 
red during the match itself; 
on the final day, with Fliig- 
land chasing 254 for vic¬ 
tory, the Indians suddenly 
realised that defeat was on 
the horizon, so in order to 
slow England's progress 
they contrived to bowl just 
eight overs in the penulti¬ 
mate hour—having bowled 
between 13 and 17 overs 
an hour previously in tlie 
Test. 

The Indians requested 
that all cars by the pavilion 
should be moved—they 
were beiiig dazzled by the 
sun reflection on wind¬ 
screens—and yet the bats¬ 
men weretherequite happy 
with the situation! The 
touring team sat down on 
the pitch and refused to 
coiuinue until ali cars had 
been moved, 'fhe umpires 
were powerless to insist 
that they played on, for no 
special regulations had 
b^ drawn up for a mini¬ 
mum number of overs in a 
day (this has never been 
necessary in 52 years of 
women’s Test cricket 
throughout the wodd). 

England were just 25 
runs short 'at the end with 


five wickets standing, and 
were naturally incensed by 
the visitors’ behaviour. The 
Indians then slow- 
handclapped the umpires 
off the field, and this last 
indignity led to England's 
chairman, Cathy Mowat, 
publicly criticising the Indi¬ 
ans in her post match 
address over the PA 
system. 

Ms Mowat commented 
that the crowd would be 
able to see real cricket 
when the Australians vi¬ 
sited in 1987—and then fol¬ 
lowed up this rather undi¬ 
plomatic outburst by enter¬ 
ing the Indians' dressing- 
room and giving them a 
piece of her mind. 

Understandably, the In- 
duins were annoyed at this 
strong over-reaction and 
threatened to boycott the 
rest of the lour unless Ms 
Mowat withdrew her re¬ 
marks and apologised offi¬ 
cially, the chairman refused 
and the whole series was 
genuinely under threat until 
the WCA president Miss 
Audrey Collins poured oil 
on troubled waters and pla 
cated the angry Ashutosh 
Sharma, the Indian mana¬ 


ger 24 hours before the 
start of the second Test in 
Blackprol. 

Although the Indians' ac ■ 
tion on the field were inex¬ 
cusable, the desire not to 
lose is understandable, for 
they were under enormous 
pressure to do well on the 
tour. They are entirely 
funded by the Government, 
to such an extent that they 
are almost professionals; 
several of the players have 
jobs because of their crick¬ 
et prowess (working for 
the railways and banks), 
therefore their livelihoods 
depend on cricketing suc¬ 
cess. This is just another 
example where the intru¬ 
sion of financial gain within 
an amateur sport leads to 
the breakdown of the spirit 
of the game. 

TTie sad feet behind the 
upsets was tliat there was 
no animosity between the 
players of the two sides. All 
they wanted w'as to get on 
with the cricket, but the 
outside influences did little 
to boost the image of 
women’s cricket in this 
country, just at the time 
when sponsorship of the 


Aggarwal: Teaching the Brits a thing or two 



women’s game is so de¬ 
sperately needed. 

Even the third and final 
one-day encounter was not 
without a problem; the 
coach transport booked to 
collect the Indians from 
their hotel went to the 
wrong establishment; this 
caused an after-lunch start, 
with the game reduced 
from 55 to 40 overs; many 
of the large crowd around 
the Banstead ground left 
disgruntled. 

In the final Test, at 
Worcester, England spa^- ' 
led on the first day, making 
332 for 7. 

Predictably, India 
ignored the ch^lenge on a 
bland New K(.iad pitch and 
proceeded to bore the 
crowd into submission: 
they reached 232 for 6 by 
the end of the second day, 
with Aggarwal 114 not oiit 
in six hours' stoic occupa¬ 
tion. 

England dropped her.jikes 
the last over of the seoomH; 
day and were made to suf*'’ 
fer the next as sfa«'. 
ploughed on; with no effort 
to raise the tempo of her 
scoring. Inevitably she pas¬ 
sed the world's highest 
Test score by a woman— 
189 scored by Betty Snow¬ 
ball (Ev NZ, Chhstchurdi, 
1935). At 190, a head hi^ 
beamer from Gill Smith 
miraculously removed 
Aggarwal and India were ali 
out for 374- Miss Snow¬ 
ball's record was achieved 
at a run a minute, and after 
she had completed her cen¬ 
tury ‘I was trying to get out 
because I thought the 
crowd would like to see 
someone else bat!’ 

Aggarwal gained the Player 
of the Series award for her 
massive and consistent run 
accumulation. 
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We need a Researeh and 
Develminient Departmeni 

SSngb Dungaipur, one 

accomplished cridcet managers spoke 
to Mudar Fatiierya about the different 
adjects of the game in the country 


SPORTSWORLD: The ob- 
nous question relating to 
Indian cricket is whether 
we are overdoing the fre¬ 
quency of matches. 

RAJ SINGH: The 
answer is that we are play¬ 
ing too much international 
cricket, and not enough of 
it at the lower level where 
the resources are getting 
dry. Perhaps we are also 
not conducting our cricket 
in the right manner. For 
instance, we selected our 
team for Sharjah by de¬ 
nying younger talent in the 
.country the opportunity of 
.^g^s in the side. This is 
i^^use we did not play any 
■^,the dtwpestic one-day 
^OTmamenfa' before the 
-i^rj^ cQjnpatition. Either 
,Ae W the Wjijs 

Trophy ,ought;.to have 
organised biefore we Imfor 
the Champions Trophyi > 

You mentioned that we 
could have given younger 
talent the opportunity of 
being blooded in Sharjah. 
Cordd you elaborate on 
that? 

There are some youngs¬ 
ters in India who should 
specifically be played in 
one-day matches. In view 
of the World Cup in 1987, it 
would have bwn in the 
fitness of things to try 
some younger bowlers. We 
have played almost the 
same team that went to 
England and played against 
Border’s Australia. It 
seems that we are so keen 
on winnmg that we are 
denying ourselves the 



importunity of trying fresh 
talrat. A time may come 
when we shall cease to win 
because there will be no 
stock of players to choose 
from 

You just mentioned 
‘bloo^ng some players’. 
Could you specify which 
players? 

Frankly speaking, I 
wouldn’t be able to do that 
because I do not watch 
sufficient cricket all over 
the country. It is for the 
selectors to do so and they 
would have liked to do it if 
they had the opportunity of 
seeing fresh talent. As 
such, there has not been a 
single one-day match play¬ 
ed in India since Februaiy 
or March at the domestic 
level. 

You feel that the policy 
decaion is inflexUde... 

It definitely lacks the 
cricketing aspect. The 
tures committee comprises 
cricket administrators but 
dMS not reflect enough 
wisdom as far as planning of 
Indian cricket is concerned. 
That is why we have 
jumped onto the junior 
committee which came out 
of the cricket committee, 
which sat for about three to 
four very long meetings. 
Some of the best cricket 
brains in the country were 
present, and this is not 
because I was involved... 

WdB. yiKi 8^ what is 
Kquired these days is not 
just talent but also fitness.: 
You have to inculcate this 
athleticism, uriiicb is the 
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abitity to sustain the hi^ 
frequency of internatioivd 
matches. Even our young 
side ^[nears to be ccaddng 
up. I ^’t think that we 
have ever gone into a 
match with our idayers 100 
per cent fit And they will 
not be 100 per cent fit 
because the athleticism and 
the muscular build needed 
to withstand the stress and 
s tr ain is just not there. This 
may be partly due to the 
cliimtic conditions in India 
as well as the hard out¬ 
fields, where the wear and 
tear is mudi more than in 
England for example. 

You meiUioned that our 
sides should be chosen with 
die Worid Cup ’87 in mind. 
The BCCI president ciearfy 
issued a guideline to die 
selection committee early 
on in the season to restrain 
from selecting sides widt 
the WoHd Cup in mind. 

Perhaps the statement 
of the BCCI president was 
more as a result of the hue 
and cry that followed 
Gavaskar's dropping. 1 
have a very healthy respect 
for board officials but at 
times I feel that a crkiket 
committee sorting out 
problems only by way of a 
recommendatory commit¬ 
tee would do a world of 
good. All cricket playing 
countries have a very Ivge 
part of their cricket de^- 
ings done through the 
cikket committee. In India 
We also had oik but it was 
more in the nature of a bet 
finding committee. What 
we n^ is a research and 
development committee, 
which can only be brought 
about by people who have 
gone through the ^ind 
themselves. The adn^s- 
trators could keep the 
administrative part of it on 
their side. The cricket 
aspect of running the show 
should come frtnn those 
who have had the oppor¬ 
tunity of playing the game. 

So you feet that die 
cHdeet cosnmittee should 
he remimedT 

it diotnd be a consulta¬ 


tive (xanmittee. 1 know it is 
a tremendous cost of the 
various sub ccanmittees of 
the board meeting, but 
much\of it can be cut if we 
have only three meetings a 
year; one mid season, a 
stock taking one at tiK en^ 
and the other a curtain 
raiser before the iKxt. 

Getting back to the ear¬ 
lier question—are we ptay- 
ir^ too many limited-overs 
matches or too many Tests? 


Both. We are beginning 
to readh a stage when there 
are empty stands for Test 
matches. 

It’s an tunusing situation 
really; you have ajampmk- 
ed crowd for a limited- 
overs match, whereas a 
couple of days later die 
ground could be empty for 
a Test at the same venue. It 
represents a charge Ui pub- 
tic taste. Are we catering 
more to one-day matches? 
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The Board is catering to 
both types of the game. It 
is the accepdbility of one- 
day cricket which is much 
hi^r among the specta¬ 
tors. There are two or 
three reasons for this. 
One, Test okket is time 
consuming. You’d rather 
watch it fw all five days or 
none at all. Two, p^le 
would rather see result- 
oriented games than 
draws. We have neglected 
our wickets for fax too long. 

I have always maintaned 
that those ^ yards have 
been neglected more than 
any oth^ urban patch in 
the metropolitan cities of 
India! Three, because of 
the success of the Indians 
in limited-oveis matches 
people would rather see 
that type of cricket. Even 
after the tied Test in Mad¬ 
ras, praple insisted that 
Test cricket was no good! I 
suppose we are also lacking 
in the presentation of Test 
cricket. To top it, the live 
cover^ of Test matches 
is driving people out of Bk 
grounds. Ap^ from these, 
we have paid more atten- > 
bon to limited-overs matdfl-! 
es; we did not show any'Of • 
the three Tests in Engko^ | 
‘Hve’ even last summdr, , 
even though we did ovx 
best there m 54 years. Oh 
the other hand, ffie number 
of one-day games to be 
telecast has been quite 
high. Cricketing India is 
overemphasising limited- 
overs cricket. As a result, 
the traditional format will 
suffer. 

Considering that the 
market for one is dwind- 
ling, we ought to do a good 
job of mtuheting die other 
at least. 

It would be very sad if 
Test cricket was to dis¬ 
appear. It would be like 
having cockney as the offi¬ 
cial language (A England, 
repladng the lani^jege that 
is tau^t in the univerrittes 
aid spoken in the House of 
Coiranons. I feel that there 
» room for one-day match¬ 
es and Tests side by side. 


Playars ahould treat the umpires better 
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provided they are not inter- 
tsbced and wc lay out ba¬ 
lanced wickets. If we pre- 
«»€ the ri^t surfaces, 
Test cricket interest could 
even revive in India when 
we play Pakistan this win¬ 
ter. Cricket has rejuven¬ 
ated as a result «rf the 
excitement in the series 
between Pakistan and West 
Indies. 

You mentioned intermix-- 
ing. What would you mean 
by that? 

There is no cricketing 
natitHi wlucb lias exploited 
limited-overs cricket as 
well as Australia. We have 
a readymade situation in 
the sense that we have Sri 
Lanka and Pakistan as our 
nei^bours; all we have to 
do is to keep inviting them 
alternately in addition to 
any other touring team. 
That way we can have a 
triangular series at the end 
of each Test senes The 
cricket committee has re¬ 
commended this to the 
Ikiard, which has more or 
less accepted it. One has to 
only come to Sharjah to see 
how well they have got the 
act together amongst li¬ 
mited expartriates. 

Prom what appears to 
'‘‘'me, we have been the fol¬ 
lowers rather than the 
trend setters. 

Not quite. We have the 
ability though. People are 
geared up for the World 
Cup next year. A big 
change will have to come 
after that. I'h^ cream of 
limited-over cricket will 
have been whipped away 
because every team wOl 
have been on display physi¬ 
cally or on the screen in the 
country. Once the World 
Cup is over we shall be 
exposed to a very naked 
situation. We should start 
planning how we are going 
to conduct the programme 
after the World Cup is 
over. The ’87 championship 
shoidd be the climax in 
India, 1 fear that following 
that an anti-climax of sorts 
might set in. What I dread 
even more is that if we do 
not do too weUr-there is a 
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The demand tor tickets at Eden Gardena 


possibility of th» happening 
keeping our limited bowling 
resources in mind on Indian 
wickets—disenchantment 
might set in. We would 
then have to present the 
game with a new format. 

The ‘new format’ that 
you talk about... would it he 
night cricket and coloured 
clothing? 

^ I haven’t heard of .t’nis. 
There are very few people 
who talk beyond a season 
or two in Indian cricket. 
The Indian Board lives 
from September to 
September. Come Septem¬ 
ber and your very exist¬ 
ence IS challenged. 1 think 
we need to have a profes¬ 
sional, accountable form of 
cnckel management not 
honorary. The volume, 
cost-pull, the intricacies 
and the administration of 
the game have grown 
almost five-fold. There has 
to be a managing director 
with managers who are 
accountable. You can’t ttmi 


round and say i forgot’. 

SPORTSWORLD: You 
have been closely associ¬ 
ated with Indian cricket for 
quite some time now. Do 
you find the grip of disci¬ 
pline and tradition some¬ 
what wilting today? 

Yes. The crux of tlie 
matter is that we have nev¬ 
er been able to give the 
umpires the social status of 
judges. If the umpire is 
elevated and the manager 
IS not' a ceremonial head 
who ckrls the team be¬ 
tween the hotel and 
ground, the overall disci¬ 
pline will definitely im¬ 
prove. 

Are you referring to 
monetary ‘elevation'? 

Monetary elevation has 
come and I would like to 
compliment the Board for 
that. The social elevation is 
however missing. No 
umpire in the country is 
treated at par with the 
Board officials or tie play¬ 
ers. The player is a Wg 


entity, the board official is a 
far 0 ‘eater entity while the 
uminre is a non existent 
maa 

This is not evident in the 
other countries. The other 
day in Sharjah I watched 
the West Indians go iq> to 
Dickie Bird in the lobby of 
the hotel where the teams 
were staying; they started 
unfolding tteir.woes about 
the umpiring in Pakistan. 
You could see that he was 
treated with great respect 
If two Indian umpires were 
sitting there and a couple of 
Asian teams came in, they 
would take no notice of 
them! 

Partly to blame is the 
policy of selecting 18 
umpires for a series against 
Australia. It was pathetic; 
you should select the best 
four and stick with them for 
all the matches. If they 
were allowed exposure for 
three years or so, they 
would gain in confidence. 
Maybe the improved sta¬ 
ture .would induce other 
first-class cricketers to be¬ 
come umpires later on. 

How frad has the indisci¬ 
pline become? 

it's never been worse. I 
find that the 16 Indian 
cricketers are a wonderful 
bunch of cricketers pro¬ 
vided you have got your 
priorities right. Firstly, 
your commitment to the 
game must always be 
tiiere, secondly, the wel¬ 
fare of the players must be 
paramount. Thirdly, you 
must exert a certain 
amount of authority, which 
again can only come if you 
have the fullest backing of 
the Board and not because 
someone is 240 pounds and 
6 ft .3 ins. 

But obviously the social 
position of the umpire 
atone cannot be the came 
of indiscipline? 

It’s got much to do with 
the media as weU. The 
players use it to demons¬ 
trate that the umpire was 
wrong. The world has be- 
cenne very dememstrative; 
the heads of state are on 



the screen trom the time 
they land on the tarmac to 
the time they leave it. It's a 
television world. The prize 
money at stake is another 
factor. 

The administrators are 
also to Name fornot taking 
punitire action. 

The administrators are 
alone to blame. The longer 
they take to come to a 
decisive situation, the 
worse it will get. At times I 
get the feeling that our 
Board suffers from being 
too democratic because 
you have to live from 
^ptember to September 
and make some unhealthy 
compromises. 

WotUd you be able to pin 
point a couple of instances 
when players have been 
allowed to get scotfree by 
the administrators? 

If you say that I have to 
highlighl only a couple of 
instances, then I can touch 
the tip of an iceberg and ask 
how you can allow cricke¬ 
ters to write books and 
criticise contemporary 
cricketers? ITie Board is 
turning its back on it. All 
this eventually snowb^ls 
mto a reaction; don’t tell 
me that it is aU pleasant¬ 
ness, it is all window dres¬ 
sing. lliere is always an 
undercurrent of resent¬ 
ment. If we don't stop this 
practice of writing it will be 
like the film world being 
reported in the gossip 
magazines. 1 don’t thmk the 
flanneUed gentlemen were 
eiqiected to come down to 
this level. But as I said, 
there is a lot of money 
involved... yet 1 maintain 
that if you sit across the 
table with the present Indi¬ 
an side and hi^ght the 
do's and don’ts they can be 
a very manageable lot. 

SPORTSWORLD: Do 
you think that umpires are 
capable of cheating? 

Yes, 1 do not tiunk that 
they are beyond that. 
However, I do not believe 
that of late there have been 
umpires who have heated. 
Sometimes wiUi the Iwavy 



Gavaskar can bacoma quita critical about umpiring 


betting involved aspersions 
have been cast on the 
judges of the high court 
being influenced in their 
decisions apart from the 
letter of the law. Some¬ 
times a weaker umpire—by 
way of knowledge, integri¬ 
ty and the plain economic 
sense—can be influenced. 

The reference is to the 
Pakistani umpires during 
the 1984 series. You were 
the manager and the cap- 
Uun issued one of the most 
controversial statements 
about the umpiring for the 
Lahore Test, stressing that 
it had been biased in favour 
of the Pakistanis. 

Now that it is in the 
background and Suunil is no 
longer the captain, 1 would 
say that he had a chat with 
me before he issued that 
statement. While I was of 
the opinion that I did not 
believe in criticising the 
umpires publicly, he felt 
that it would be in the best 
interests of the side if he 


did so. llien 1 told him that 
if he was going to criticise 
the umpires he shouldn’t 
mince his words. I arrived 
at this painful permission 
because one decision was 
arrived at even without an 
appeal! Gavaskar’s out¬ 
burst created quite a few 
ripples. I am given to 
understand that the BCCP 
was questioned by the 
highest authority in their 
land regarding what was 
going on. The team was 
quite bugged by it. The 
boys felt that something 
sinister was definitely on. 

Did you at that stage 
think of giving up the series 
and returning home? 

A cricket series between 
India and Pakistan is not 
merely a sporting contest. 1 
was in touch with the Indian 
embassy and even if we had 
decided to call it off, it 
would have been more of a 
diplomatic decision than 
anything else. Personally 1 
had not given it a thou^^t. 


Since the boys S'ad man¬ 
aged to see off lb- L^ore 
Test, they weie even 
keener to fi^t their way 
ffirough the following two 
Tests. 

In this context, the move 
fry the BCCP to invite Indi¬ 
an umpires is a laudable 
move. 

Yes and no. It can also be 
seen as a confession by the 
Pakistanis that their 
umpires were not up to it. 
Maybe Imran didn’t want to 
live with the allegation of 
biased umpires towards the 
end of his illustnous career. 
But the move wasn’t a 
great success. You could 
make out from the reac¬ 
tions of their commentators 
and pressmen that it was 
not a happy situation there. 
But I suppose Imran had 
the strength of his convic¬ 
tions and personality to 
overrule any objections 
that may have been within 
their Board to this move. 

What was the reaction of 
their commentators and 
pressmen like? 

1 suppose they didn’t like 
it because the matches in 
which the Indians officiated 
were not die two greatest 
matches for Pakistan. The 
vrill of a Pakistani to win is 
greater than the will of a 
supporter of any cricketing 
country that 1 have seen. 

Perhaps for matches be¬ 
tween India, Pakistan and 
Sir Lanka we could have 
neutral umpires to avoid 
accusations of bias. 

My uncle is a judge in the 
International Court of Jus¬ 
tice in the Hague; when he 
gives decisions, even coun¬ 
tries like America complain 
that it has a certain slant to 
it. So appointing neutral 
umpires for a match be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan 
may not be the solution. 
Better umpires would be 
the key. If we can have a 
senes m which Kapil Dev 
cannot take a wi^et or 
Gavaskar cannot score a 
hundred, then an umpire 
can also commit half a 
dozen mistakes m three 
Tests matches! 



20 

No curtain calls for the 
last show 


T he news was ou! long 
before the drav- was 
announced. ChriN Ivvert 


Lloyd ms out of the 1986 
Virginia Shnis Cham¬ 
pionships, whji-li marked 
ue end of tiie season in 
wtunen’s tennis. Up moved 
Steffi Graf to the No 2 spot 
in the draw promising a 
replay of U.S. Open in the 
finds. In spite of a dorious 
year during which she cap¬ 
tured all the eight tourna¬ 
ment titles of her career, 
she was not favoured to 
beat the woman who has 

f itented the tournament 
ut a replay of the Open 

"•■On 


final was more than wel¬ 
come to the New York 
crowd, however predict¬ 
able it mi^t be. 

Somehow, it turned out 
different. Madison Square 
Garden turned into a valley 
of tears as the follies and 
errors of the officials ruined 
the tournament and shat¬ 
tered the dreams of a few 
inspired challengers. Had 
the officials done their jobs 
efficiently, neither Martina 
nor the 17-year-old Ger¬ 
man challenger could have 
appeared on the court on 
the final day. It would have 
been a final featuring Manu¬ 


els Maleeva or Helena 
Sukova, and Hana Mandli- 
kova or Pam Shtiver. 

The fiasco be^ in the 
quarterfinal match between 
Hana Mandlikova and Pam 
Slffiver. Hana, who felt 
very strondy that she was 
“cheated," converted a 
fourth game break of the 
first set to her advantage, 
had taken control of the 
second set and was serving 
for the match 5-3, when 
she double-fituhed twice. A 
brilliant attempt in avoiding 
the break point with an 
unreachable backhand 
cross court volley, ended 



up with the linesman calling 
out Mandlikova appealed. 
“Too close to overrule,’’ 
ruled the chair umpire. 

"It landed right on dw 
line," Shriver said later, “h 
was bad luck. I felt rotten, 
but you have to take the 
game." Mandlikova just feD 
apart from that point. “I’ve 
played a hundred matches 
and never have been che¬ 
ated like that before," she 
said. “I could fight to a 
certain moment, then H 
was too much.” She could 
only slam her racquet and 
curse her fate. Shriver 
went on to wb the set 

From then on it was all 
over. The first blow came 
in the third set. Mandlikova 
walked to the umpire’s 
chair and threw her racquet 
at it Then she picked it up 
and hit the net pole. Man¬ 
dlikova got warned for 
“abuse of officials.” Shriver 
got the set 6-1. “I could 
have given her that point in 
the ninth game and every¬ 
one would have applauded 
me," Shriver said later. 
"Then, she probably would 
have won the next two 
points and I would have 
been out of the tourna¬ 
ment” Little did she know 
that two days later, she 
would have a taste of the 
same bitter pill for her part¬ 
ner and fnends Martina 
Navratilova. 

In the meantime, there 
was another broken heaft 
in the Garden. Manuela 
Maleeva of Bulgaria played 
one the best matches of her 
career to be within the 
reach of a win over Steffi 
Graf. Splitting the first two 
sets at 6-3, they were tied 
5-5 in the final with 
Maleeva serving at 30-40. 
The usual tong toselkie ral- 

between the two teena¬ 
gers was on when Graf hit 
her favourite forehand 
topspin vdiich seemed to 





One bad net call and Shriver waa out of the match 


land outside the baselint'. 
The linesman did not call 
and the chair umpire did not 
overrule. The crowd booed 
and whistled m outrage. 
Maleeva kept playing the 
point and finally landed the 
ball on the net to give flraf 
the crucial break. 

. .Malceva threw her rac¬ 
quet on the floor as her 
mother, who still repre¬ 
sents her country in uiter- 
national matches, watched 
the match slip away from 
her daughter. The umpire 
promptly issued an “abuse 
of racquet” warning and 
Graf held serve to win. 
“^er the match, it was 
difflcult to reahse I was 
cheated at the most impor¬ 
tant moment of the match. ” 
Maleeva said. “Five all and 
deuce is a big. difference 


than 6-5," Graf, who has 
given points away in the 
past said that it was ton tar 
for her to judge. 

In the normal case, 
Maleeva would not have 
had a chance against Graf. 

the first round, Amer¬ 
ican Lon McNeill, the 2.'l- 
year-old making her debut 
at this tournament, stietch- 
ed Graf to 7-5 in the first 
set and claimed the second 
at 6-4, before folding in the 
third. Against that back¬ 
ground. the young Bulga¬ 
rian and the crowd were 
justified to feel cheated. 

Fam Shriver has been 
improving over since this 
year’s U.S. C»pen. And the 
motivating force behind 
that has beer, her doubles 
partner Martina Navratilo¬ 
va. "Martina said 1 wasn’t 


getting any better," Shriv¬ 
er recalled. “She said 1 
wasn’t trying to improve." 
And she knew that Martina 
was right. She realised that 
it was time for her move up 
from the sixth spot and 
shoot for the third place 
she maintained for a long 
time She has been a diffe¬ 
rent plaver for the past two 
months—her best two 
months ever, she calls 
them. Her win over Man- 
diikova, although aided by a 
bad call, was no fluke at all. 

Finally it was tune foi the 
‘Martina test.' Shnver pas¬ 
sed It with flying colours, 
but the ‘guru’ won the 
match. It was one of Sliriv- 
er’s most memorable 
matches, comparable only 
to her win over Martina at 
the U.S. Open 20 encoun- 
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tors ago. Evei i.-o. Mar¬ 
tina has won 0 - .iJi to 
have a 30-3 p*. * ■ 5 over 
Shriver. 

The match, whici. mined 
out to lie the best and the 
most exciting match of the 
touniament was a tough 
test of friendship as well. 
For a moment fate st'emed 
to play a cruel joke and 
almost broke it up. Even as 
they hugged each other at 
the net after the match, 
Shriver seemed to shrug 
her friend off with a gesture 
which seemed to indicate 
that everything was not 
okay. 

After a routine 6-2 set by 
Navratilova, Shnver began 
to attack repeatedly. Both 
players were fired up in the 
second set; Navratilova 
was an^ and fi*ustrated 
while Shriver presented 
her trade.jnark portrait 
with grit teeth and clenched 
fist. She puffed and Navra- 
tikiva steamed as they tied 
at 4-4. Shnvet broke in the 
ninth after two deuces and 
held on to win 6-4. I 

'I'he best friends looked! 
like worst enemies by now. 
Tlie motivation that Navra¬ 
tilova gave to her partner 
over the past three months 
seemed to backfire on her. 
Shriver raced off to a 3-1 
lead. In the fifth game, 
Navratilova had the advan¬ 
tage after two deuces and 
both players were at the 
net dunng the course of a 
long rally. A buckliand shot 
fi-om Navratilova hit the 
nblxin at the net and she 
thought she had lost the 
point and began to yell. 
However, the ball fell over 
to the other side and a 
distracted Shnver could 
cnily hit it low into the net. 
Shnver asked for replay 
and was turned down. Tlie 
chance for a double break 
was gone forever and willi 
it, the match and perhaps 
tile tournament. She was 
broken in the next game 
after leading 40-0. Then 
on, it was Navratilova all 
the way. 

Oma0t»K.O9Ott» 




Rovers Cup 1986 


Dempo ovenMnn Calciilla cMI^ 

The lazy grace of Goan football has always enthralled 
spectators, but hardly ever won trophies. This year it was 
marvellous to see Dempo Sports Qub walk over East 
Bengal and Mohun Bagan to win the Rovers Cup. 
Debashis Basu reports 


SmHing fioM and con fn tmant. Tlw Dwnpo playara with tha Ravara Cup 












Nati6nal 


C oach Amal Dutla had 
done his homework 
well. He had closely 
observed Dempo Sports 
Club and marked the foun¬ 
tainhead from which their 
fluid play flowed. This was 
evident from Mohun Baran 
Athletic Club overwheun- 
ing the Goa challengers in 
the first half an hour of the 
final 

Then Mohun Bagan vir¬ 
tually gave the licence to 
Dempo, so to speak, to 
pick their pocket and get 
away with the Rovers Cup. 
Not merely the front door 
but all points of entry were 
left unmanned. And Dempo 
didn’t spurn the chance to 
strike. Twice at that in the 
space of fiv^ minutes to¬ 
wards the interval 
Perhaps the battle going 
according to their plans and 
dictates made Mohun 
Bagan relax their vigilance 
at the back. And this com¬ 
placency proved the denud¬ 
ing force, proved to be the 
undoing of their hoiies of 
adding the Rovers Cup to 
the Sikkim Governor’s 
Gold Cup, the Federation 
Cup„abd the Durand Cup 
aitemnE th^^cupboard. 

s wards were a fer 
^ from tbeir predeces¬ 
sors. In neither their two 
quarter-final group matches 
nor in the semi-final had 
they 'done much to shorten 
the odds on themselves. 
'The team’s biggest failing 
^d been the mefficacy of 
' midfield manned .by 
seasohed interiMtionals 
Prasanta Bzmerjee and Vic¬ 
tor Amalraj. Indeed so be¬ 
low par were this duo that 
Satyajit Chatterjee’s dis¬ 
play took on some sheen. 

By contrast Dempo’s 
midfield was getting into 
jominous form, with the 
;;;p^onnance in the semi- 
"omil against East Beijgal 
installing them as 
favourites. So Dutta’s 
strategy aimed not merely 
at nipping in the bud De¬ 
mpo’s midfield but even 
more at not even allowing it 
to take root The bypassing 
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Subrata Bhattacharya goes up In styla iMit (wat 
can’t atop tha Dam^ attack 


of the area where Dempo the left back given the 

lay the basis of their moves scope. Maybe Mohun 

was achieved by long punts Bagan felt too many such 

for attackers moving to- passes will put Dempo wise 

wards the Dempo penalty to the threat, 

area and taking with them However, twice Mohun 
their rivals. Had this relent- Bagan dropped their guard 

less pressure yielded a and suffered the two blows 

goal, the final may have that caused their being 

taken a different turn. But counted out. Baptist Fer- 

Rosario Rodrigues volleyed nandes, Goa’s outstanding 

clear a header of Debasish forward when they won the 

Roy that had beaten goal- Dr B.C. Roy trophy in the 

keeper Chandrakant Naik. Junior National four years 

Mohun Bagan were far ago in Kerala who had been 

more assertive in the final, kept out of the game by a 

Determined to pul behind knee injury for some time, 

his failure to take earlier delivered those two pun- 

matches by the scruff of the ches. The tall, well-built 

neck, Prasanta drove him- striker showed admirable 

self to move the entire cool despite Subroto Bhat- 

width of the field and tacharya for the first goal 

prompt his forwards. His and Amit Bhadra for the 

operating more frequently second being in hot pursuit 

from the right did cramp and breathmg down his 

Satyajit, sort of trod on his neck. For the first, as 

toes. But it also kept the Tanumoy Bose also came 

other flaidt riear for Aloke out of his goal area. Baptist 

Mukherjee to overlap, was not ruffled even by the 

though not very often was bounce of the ball He 


placed his volley lo Tanu- 
moy’s right hand with cli¬ 
nical precision. For the 
second he displayed similar 
aplomb, flicking with his 
right outstep the knee-high 
ball from the top of the 
penalty box to Tanumoy’s 
left hand comer. 

Mohun Bagan never 
really revived. All efforts of 
Prasanta at resuscitation 
were not really convincing. 
For the two-goal lead pro¬ 
vided their rivals the 
cushion and assurance to 
hold out in the second-half. 

But there could be gain¬ 
saying the fact that Mohun 
Bag^'s sIkiw in the final 
and in earlier matches were 
the best by any of the four 
teams from Calcutta. Kid^, ; 
derpore fell at the 
hurdle, after winning some 
friends through some 
pleasing display of skills. 
Tollygunge Agragami 
squeaked past Sesa Ckia, 
Madras XI 'and Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited - of 
Bangalore before frUing to 
^‘Hyderabad XI, who went 
on to reach the quarter¬ 
final groups. But Ttdly- 
gunge did not make a real 
impact. 

As mentioned Mohun 
Bagan this year was not a 
patch on some of their pre¬ 
decessors. Tlieir advance 
was in part due lo the poqr 
field. Maybe not in narng, 
but certainly in quality of 
play. Still It was nice to see 
Babu Mani reveal some of 
the speed, turns, stops and 
accuracy of passing from 
deep on the flanks that had 
made him an outstanding 
prospect with Karnataka 
lour years ago. He showed 
his appreciation of the fine 
service that linkman Satya¬ 
jit Chatterjee gave him. 
The two combined to make 
fhe plays for Debashish 
Roy to swoop into the 
penalty area menacin{^y. 
Thoufi^ Debashish did not 
get a goal in the four match¬ 
es, he was the one forward 
who demanded eternal vijp- 
lance from the rivals de¬ 
fences and goalkeepers. 
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But not much could be 
said for Bie rest of the 
Not much for the 
Bengal attack in wiik h 
Kmmakar on the ielt 
fian'k and Bangladesh's 
Wasim on the righ; were 
the only incisive ones. In 
the middle the attack had 
no Wgs, neithei Bmg- 
ladesh’s Aslam nor Nige¬ 
rian Chibuzor nor Bis- 


wiueet Bhattacharya being 
a lethal weapon. In foct, 
their best bet for coming 
through the middle for a 


strike at goal was interna* 
tional linkman Bdeash Panji, 
who played only in tte 
semi-nmu. He made the 
probes of Sudip Chatteijee 
meaning. 

But East Bei^al, who 
have won this Cup six 
times, never hintea that 
they would crown their re¬ 
turn after a three-year ban 
with success. This despite 
their veteran stalwarts 
doing fairly well, espedafly 
Bhaskar Ganguly in the 
semi-finaL the only match 


he played. The defence, 
with Tarun Dey and Man- 
orai^ Bhattacharya in the 
middle, looked competent. 
But thm’e were moments of 
aberration that were 
puni^ed. Partkularly by 
Dempo in the semi-final. 
And they had not the 
attacking force to retrieve 
lost ground. 

Hius the two Calcutta 


giants, who have had a 
say in the destination of this 
Cup in the last two to three 
decades, were both sub¬ 


dued by Dempo. The first 
and thus far the only Goa 
team to wm tiiis Cup—th^ 
had emerged successful in 
all their previous three fin¬ 
als, 1974 against Tata 
Sports Club, 1978 against 
Orkay Mills and 1979 
against Jagatjit Cotton and 
Textile Mills—lean heavily 
on their intermediate line. 
Frankly thou^ it has not 
been die juggernaut it was 
in their previous successful 
campaigns. But the fact 
that they were the best of 
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the lot reflects on the over¬ 
all standard of the field. 

Dempo skipper Alex 
Miranda had (uayed in 
1979 winning team. He 
played no mean part this 
ye^ too. As effective was 
the fine touch player Lector 
Mascarenhas, who re¬ 
vealed fine percepti<»i to 

f >lay the quick one-two with 
ose Ferpandes to further 
tear apart the Mohun 
Bagan defence .before 
laying the ball for Baptist 
Fernandes to score the 
first ^aL But L«:tor siff- 
fered in pace and ability to 
perform at the same level 
of the full 90 minutes. 

Both, however, were 
overshadowed by Maurido 
Alfon^. The linkman who 
captained India at the last 
Nehru International m the 
absence of Atanu Bhat- 
tacharya is the real dynamo 
of Dempo. It was he who 
lifted his colleagues against 
East Bengal, ^er tte lat¬ 
ter had gone ahead midway 
through the first-half. His 
courage, tackling, shooting 
from outside the box and 
penetrative passes made 
him the outstanding Indc- 
man of . the tournament 
; J.Two odters stood out in 
the. ilempo ranks. First 
goalkeeper Chandrakant 
Naik showed the reflexes, 
judgernent in coming out, 

' safe collection and position- 
'ihg that ^t him into the 
national side three years 
ago. His saves firom De- 
: lia^.sh Roy in the groiqi 
match against Mohun 
Ba^ and m the semi-final 
and the final should quieten 
Dempo’s worries about the 
goalkeeping position. 

The other was Baptist 
Fernandes. Played first as 
substitute for a disappoint¬ 
ing Francis D’Souza, Bap¬ 
tist justified the ftdth of his 
chib management in nurs¬ 
ing him ^er paying for 
treatment of his knee in¬ 
jury. Deceptive in pace and 
the trimnun^ of ball con¬ 
trol, Baptist has a tempera¬ 
ment that makes for suc- 
cessftil attempts at the 
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target. Besides, te willing¬ 
ly drops back to not only 
bolster his defence but also 
to be in the clear for the 
outlet pass from his liard- 
pressed defenders. De¬ 
mpo’s real gain from this 
tournament is Baptist. 

Salgaocar were not tiie 
force of last year. Injuries 
and illness han^red their 
preparations. To add to 
their problems Brahma- 
nand was not so sure in his 
sorties and collection of the 
crosses from the flanks. 
Frequently he had to 
scramble the ball away. Or 
one of his deep defenders 
had to. Furtier Lawrence 
Gomes, Salgaocar's prin¬ 
cipal playmaker, found that 
his slowness in release of 
the ball saw many of their 
moves scotched at the out¬ 


set. Men to impress were 
Johnny Pereira in deep de¬ 
fence and hard-running 
Cyril Dias in attack. 

J.C.T. Mills also seemed 
out of sorts. The defeat 
they suffered at the hands 
of Dempo put them under 
severe pressure. Though 
they do not volt normally 
and fight to the last, two 
silly lapses resulted in goals 
and their elimination by 
Mohun Bagan. Injury to 
Deepak Kumar hmdicap- 
ped them against Mohun 
Bagan. The last team in the 
q^uarter-final league, 
Hyderabad XI, had prom¬ 
ised much in the qualifying 
stages through winger 
Munnawar and veteran 
linkman Anwar Ali Khan. 
But they did not sustain it 
in the group matches and 


lost much sympatliy by 
rough methods against both> 
Sateaocar and Hyderabatfci 
Of the Bombay entrants;” 
a junior outfit. Hotel Presi¬ 
dent—they have earned 
promotion to the Harwood 
League of next season— 
made the best showing. 
They took in their stride 
Harwood league’s Central 
Bank, Rashtriya Chemicals 
and Fertilizers, Bombay 
Customs and Tata Sports 
Club befnre going down to 
Hotel SeaRock in the'final 
of the fnrst phase. Noitt of 
the teams from Kerala, 
Bangalore, Madras, Delhi 
and Goa (Varca, Salcette, 
Sesa, M.P.T.) did anything 
beyond helping the tourna¬ 
ment gain in momentum 
and tempo for the final 
stages. 



FociS 


They’re good...aiid 
getting dangerous! 

The Sri Lankans, currently touring this country, have a 
considerable cricketing reputation to defend 


S o what if you can’t 
pronounce half the 
names of those in the tour¬ 
ing side? Thuigs coidd have 
b^n worse. 1 mean you 
could have been one of the 
commentators at the Test 
matches. You would have 
been so tongue-tied that by 
the end of the series, you 
would have acquired a 
har<i]ip^ 

Be patient. Don't let a 
few six-syUablc surnames 
deter you, because this 
side brings with it the 
promise of a surfeit of posi¬ 
tive cricket. Mendis has a 
valuable psychological 
advantage (and a perma¬ 
nent niche in his nation’s 
cricketing lolklore) in the 
fact that he led Sri Lanka to 
a maiden Test win that 


ultimately sealed the fete of 
the last series against In¬ 
dia. The day we tost that 
Test turned into an evening 
of noisy carousing all round 
the island; but vriiether you 
drank champagne or ate 
humble pie depended on 
which side of the Palk 
Straits you had been bom. 

Mendis brings to our 
shores a team that is eager 
to prove itself worthy of 
that status. I sometimes 
wonder if he over stops to 
think about how vital a role 
he has played in the de¬ 
velopment of Sri Lankan 
cncket. After the historic 
defections to South Africa 
and the decisive gov¬ 
ernmental ban on the de¬ 
serters, Mendis found him¬ 
self cast in the mould of the 
only man who would spark 


the revival. Those who had 
opted to play for South 
African Breweries were 
swiftly replaced, not 
mourned and so the island 
still had a cricket team. A 
few old hands, a number of 
raw recruits unfamiliar with 
the tense perspiration of 
battle; but the commitment 
was no less fierce than it 
had been before. Mendis 
was the pivot of the revival. 

The talent was never in 
question; the determination 
neither. It was just a ques¬ 
tion of getting the entire act 
together. They came close 
to winning a 'Test ui Eng¬ 
land and the promise that 
manifested itself so clearly 
then, emerged from the 
chrysalis last year against 
India. 


They have contributed 
their own glowing moments 
to the development of the 
game; they have produced 
Sieir own heroes. Having 
progressed rapidly along 
the road to excellence, 
they have much to offer the 
world of cricket in general 
and the paying public in 
pi^cular. Like their illust¬ 
rious counterparts in the' 
West Indies, they play the 
game the adrenalin way. 

One fears that potential 
fans will treat the Sn Lank¬ 
an tour as the poor second 
cousin of the Pakistan 
series that follows im¬ 
mediately after. The 
tragedy is that the former 
have more established 
stars in their lineup‘than 
the current Pakistani 


The umpiring In Sri Lanka was controversial, but the first home win was celebrated in a fashion 

that no cricket follower will ever forget. 
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eofidltion*. Rantan 
Hadugalls <balow) will 
look to onhanca hla 
raputation 


squad, althuuj^i >t is ax- 
ionrialic that mine of the Sn 
Lankans ha-i the individual 
aura of Itnran Khan. Javed 
Miandad*and Abdul Qadir. 

Howevei, they have the 
dash, the panache, the 
ahnusl indefinable quality 
that separates ciuketers 
from showmen. Their 
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ycMf.N undet Sir (iary So¬ 
bers liave resulted ui Hie 
obviouslv aciiiiiri'd West 
Indian exuberance tor the 
thriB ot the chase They 
admit their falhbilitv, but 
have the exultant taleul to 
pull crowds. And, more im¬ 
portant. the .Sobers con¬ 
tribution wa.s not solely 
confined to the established 
stars. The youngsters, 
a^d between nine and 
efeven. whom I .saw piajing 
immaculately groomed 
strokes in the noonday Col¬ 
ombo sun two years ago. 
will provide the backbiine 
of a national side that must 
surely produce a team of 
world beaters one day. 
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JflfyneTorvfH and Christoplier Dean have given birth to a 
new art form. With costumes, lights and music as their 
alli^, they have brought about a revolution on skates. 
Thej[ are no longer competitors; they are performers. The 
rink is tiieir stage. The spectators, their audience 








































S ir of Mexico, 

Marddoiuwisht' 

SiintiUriUnf' 

fiafWrback uihts own 
cduntrv. tf powbk* dfti I 
aguccesfaful spell m ih ikI) 
fMMinot; 

naytnj; vk < t r in tlu iuiid 
ofKini^Feleisobvioit ly 
I the uHoiMtt. Jl III I' It 
baUerb* life divl Mdi idona 
wants to bt dp‘rl <>*••’<* 
aamba < bullit ikl in the. 
’mety d of yyoild for>(bdll 
‘ I would not nund plavuiK 
mBrazil ilikt theirbtyle 
and havt a lot of tneiids 
(hire ' till 25 year old 
striker said in an interview 
"1 would ledQy hke to finish 
myiaitei haik with Boca 
Juniors t<i lielp them regain 
both the Argentine cham 
pumshtp and then go on to 
regain tlie South Amcra an 
ChibLup 

Maradona also tefuted 
rumours about his mtentiun 
to play m (jennany and 
Britain I’ve no plans to 
play m Europe after my 
stmt with Napoh ” which ht 
has helped guide to the top 
of Uie Italian 1 1 ague Chain 
piunship 

Maradona however 
jKiinitted that thtre was an 
inquiry trum an F nglish 
dub, 1 otieniiam ‘%ut 
agW that’s not foi im to 
comment and at one tmie 
I wtwid not have ruled out 
the possibility of England, 
he sittd, "but now it’s un 

Meanwhile, the readers 
Mid contributors of WoHd 
Soccer magaauie diose 
Maradtma the Footballer of 
the Year and Belgium’s 
Guy Thys the best mana¬ 
ger of 

Itwsscertunlynota 
difi&nilt job choosing the 
best footballer of the World 
Cup year Diego Marado¬ 
na, who else^ And the ver- 
ihd was clear Maradona 
collected an overwhelming 
35 8% of the votes almost 
30% more than the runner 
up Igor Bebutov who star^ 
rra m Soviet Union’s exiel 
Jent wrfomiances m Mex 
ICO Bebtiov received onij 
6 per cent die votes, 


SaemNem 

SoceerNews 

SoccerNews 

S0cm^0w% 


whlletoevtiyoiit s -lu 
pnsethi highest score I ot 
the Mexiso Mundi il (>ai y 
Lineker found lumst 11 at 
the thud position foUoyytd 
by Emilo Bulragueno of 


Spam I n (t Ilk III ms ol 
Ht Igiuni mil Mu lull /lud 
lupot iKiuii 111 

Ihiri liivt. bt< iimon 
nt US tioiii Siiitii Aint r i a 
And real sin atioii il siuH 


Joalmar in h« acintltlating form at Mexico. Guilty 
or not guilty^ 



Braail s bidliHnl world Cup 
sotii r itefcndi'i Josnnar 
I’tm na teportvdly lapsed 
into a fit of violent e and 
was f vtntu illy detained on 
t hat ges of assault ing a 
wotinii I oiiipanion It was 
said tliat the vt uni ui at 
< d josmt n of It fusing to 

pav hi r 5 ! 4 (i that had been 
agti t d foi thi nigl t tuit 
I’hi Knzihinyyastakiiilo 
iptilitt tation qut turned 
andlatit tek i t^dona 
0 < I nt 1 ) 111 

loMin ir ht t anil an out 
main 11 1 < luih ytiuiihi 
10(1 d spit t It III II |.oal 
agiin^-t Nt nhiinlulmd 
and I ’ul iikI in Mt xu o \nd 

ititlu->id‘<t ht iliuik' Il 

MIS 111 |)opiil nits tint hi'' 
wonkituotiip mum y t t tk 
ingadtani igt ot Now 
how tin htll iini g<»mi,io 
myimt iny wik 1 oi ii n i 
lilt ot iht (Il iigis |osi 
in It woiuit 11 ft 

I'ltkhmu II itidia 
lilt mitliik till situ ti HI 
ii mams is tk pi t toil gat 
till Ihi indimtootm 
gtntfoilht ViinVouth 
t hdi i|)i m hi| It kit idh 
I 111 into ir mbit whi i tlu 
NSNls 1 nil ritii f i' d tti 
git st n t it tlu h I Ip 
tr in I tdi I (Il tli r I • >t 
tlu II (It I u III t till 
SI nil hi n ( pii il 1 iM 
IT( lllitist I tlu ti iiuditl 
n It liivt til It ttihi lit 'and 
a niinilH r (A ollu r■. did iu>t 
liavi tliiu passpoits itady 
not to spt ak of tlieir visas 
At I’rt ss time it was 
gathcri d that thi Asian 
1 ootball LonftidetaUoii liad 
lit en asked to make spetial 
anangemeitts to gi\ e the 
team members visas at the* 
Riyadh auport 

In the meantime Bom 
bay was witnessing some 
good competitive soccer as 
the Rovers Cup 
approached an exciting ch 
max The sptnted Dempo 
buys ousted the favourites 
East Bengal ^uie Mohun 
Bagan antumated stiff chal¬ 
lenge from Salgaocar who 
had eat her hdd Ewt Ben¬ 
gal to a goalless draw. The 
city kgdted forward to an 
exphxHve final 



Capital Notes 


I N a friendly fixture re¬ 
cently against the Delhi 
Sports Journalists* XI 
Bishan Bedi was seen 
smashing the gentle bowl¬ 
ing all over the place. Full 
tosses were struck over 
mid-wicket. short balls 
coolly despatched to the 
fence. Bishan raced to 60 
odd in less than 15 overs. 
Later, explaining his fury 
with the bat, Bishan said 
with a smile: ‘‘Right 
through my career these 
gentlemen have been tear¬ 
ing me to bits. Today was 
one occasion when 1 got a 
chance to return the com¬ 
pliment". 

T he obvious solution lor 
a retired cricketer with 
plenty of financial worries is 
a benefit game. Actually it 
is only half the solution. 
Organising a benefit is diffi¬ 
cult and requires money, 
effort, contacts and leg 
work which the player is 
not capable of. 

To bale out cricketers 
trapped in this prcdica 
ment, and no doubt spurred 
by sound business consid¬ 
erations, have arrived play- 
makers limited, a private 
company. They ‘sponsor’ 
the game and the player is 
guaranteed a specified 
amount. Profit or losses— 
are Playmakers. They 
make all arrangements for 
the match and pick up the 
bUl. 

ITie first such venture 
would be held in Delhi in 
January for William Ghosh, 

I former Railway Spinner. 

Said Satish Dayal, Manag- 
! ing Director of Playmakers: 
‘‘I have organised (hockey 
players) Charles’ benefit 
earlier, apart from sponsor¬ 
ing other sports events. I 
am sure William’s benefit, 
with India and Pakistan 
playing, will be a success". 

F or Hanumant Singh, 
Chairman of the Nation- 
' al Selection Committee, 

; one abiding passion, apart 
' from cricket, is golf. Quite 
' frequently, early in the 
! morning, he leaves his Cuf- 


fe Parade flat for a game at 
the Navy Nagar (bourse. 
His game is consistent, as 
suggested by a single digit 
handicap. “I could do bet¬ 
ter,” he says “but where is 
the time? 1 hardly get to 
play these days.” 

S URINDER KHANNA, 
Delhi's wicket-keeper 
batsman, has ventured into 
business. His shop, selling 
power sjKirtf equipment, 
was recently inaugurated 
by Kapil Dev. “It is a good 
break for me. ’’ said Suri, an 
officer with SAIL. “Till now 
everything is very en¬ 
couraging". 

Azteruddin, however, is 
not impressed by powei. 
The only player a part from 
Sunil Gavaskar to rebuff ail 
overtures, Azhar insists he 
hasn’t signed on bt*cause he 
does not like the stuff. 
“Money is no considera¬ 
tion", he says “I would like 


the freedom to wear and 
use whatever 1 feel most 
comfortable in. 1 don't want 
to be restricted by a con¬ 
tract”. 

ITH the North Zone 
Ranji season under 
way, several players have 
shifted loyalties. In the 
latest reshuffle ma.ster- 
mover Rajuider Amamath 
has attached himself lo 
Haryana, a homecoming of 
sorts because hi- had ear¬ 
lier also played for thim. In 
the last ten years Raiindei 
“Johnny” Amarnath has 
moved from Delhi to 
Haryana to Punjab lo 
Vidharbha and now again lo 
Haryana. Phis staggering 
mobility, though admirable, 
underlines one sad fact: the 
youngest Amarnath has not 
been able to hold lus jilace 
in any of these teams. 

(jursharaii Singh, sacked 
by Delhi after a string of 
disappointing scores last 



I 


year, has gone tu ('imjab, j 
knowing full well in..i the ' 
only wav to revive a nlalled ■ 
career is to keep playing j 
The shift has delighted the ' 
Punjab association. E\- i 
claimed one official, “VVe i 
are happv to liiive him. j 

Another player dropped 1 
by Delhi and presently at a i 
loose end is pacer Sunil 
Valson. “It IS very strange" 
w'aile.d a visibly dis¬ 
appointed Vally. “I was' 
bowling belter than ever 
for a long time. This has 
been a shiK-k" Wisely, like 
(jiirsharan. he has opted to 
move instead ol merely 
waiting lor a recall and risk 
losing out on a precious 
year. He h.is joined Orissa 
via his association with the 
Kourkela Steel Plant. 
Adjustment with the new 
team should be no hassle; 
Vallv will find pientv of 
lamilar laces in the dressing 
room. Orissa regulars 
Karun Dubev, Asjit Jaipar- 
kash. Anil Bhardwaj, De 
hashish Mohanty are Val- 
ly's old friends and Delhi 
colleagues 

Rakesh Shukla, longtime 
Delhi dependable, has 
failed to find tavour with the 
selectors this .-veason. The 
advent of young leg- 
spiniier, Sri Srivastava, has 
closed avenues for tlu’ aff¬ 
able .Shukla lespecled uni¬ 
versally tor his grittv per 
foririances. And iniiumei - 
able rescue acts. A very 
useful criiketer, Shukla is 
quite capable of bouncing 
hack, and rescuing himself 
also. 

One veteian battling on 
IS Railway's Hvder Ah. 
Captaining the team once 
agaui this season. Hyder 
first played Ranji twenty 
years ago Today he is one 
of the senior-most cricke¬ 
ters around whose persis¬ 
tent left arm spin over the 
years has yielded 3(K) plus 
Ranji wickets. He is still¬ 
bowling well, and what's 
more, is somehow still able 
to retain enthusiasm for the I 
game. 

Aimlt MmUwr, Mww DaBtl 


Bedi; knocking them from the other end 
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S AVIO D'SOUZA ran 
the race of a life-time. 
Approximately two 
kuoinetres away from the 
Ndiiu atadium finish, he 
was ^ about 400 metres 
behind the Tanzanian 
Stephen Marwa the 1984 
winner. At that stage there 
was wild speculation in the 
{»ess bus a httle ahead of 
the runners. 

Savio sprinted the last 
lap to finsh 23 seconds and 
metres ahead of the 
dejected Tanzanian. It was 
a sweet two-in-a row for 
Savio. He clocked 2:31:28 
this time, in comparison to 
last years 2:35:11 and also 
took home the Chaiminar 
Challenge prize money of 
Rs 35,000 (Rs 25,000 for 
Open and the ^tteiring 
Charminar trophy. 

Incentives such as these, 
do stretch the athletes to 
the limit and beyond. Savio 
told me the evening before 
the race “1 have won last 
year and 1 am confident of 
winning this year too. My 
2:24 timing at the January 
'86 Hong Kong marathon 
has given me a lot of confi¬ 
dence (he finshed ninth 
there) The prize money is 
also a major motivating 
factor. 

Savio had finished third 
to Tanzanians Marwa and 
John Bura in 1984 and 
finished winner last year. 

Certain very crucial 
qiffistions cropp^ up at 
this years Pune marathon. 
First and foremost, the 
Maharashtra Amateur 
Athletic Association, the 
organisers of the meet, 
have not improved one bit 
on the organisations! 
aq;)ects of the race. There 
were sdl) far too maiqr-ofS— 
dal cars, buses, motorcy¬ 
cles, scooters and what 
have you along the entire 
route throwing up enough 
dust, smdce ^ poUution, 
to suffocate the runners. 
Most of tiieae vehicles car¬ 
ried people, who were of 
no use to the marathon and 
were merely on a joy ride. 

Most of the medcal sup¬ 
port kept close to the lead¬ 


Pune International Marathon 

Butforthe 
want of better 
organisation... 


... .this year’s event was an 
encouraging success. Rahul 
Chandawarkar followed the 
race in the press van, note 
pad in hand and camera slung 
over shoulder 


ers of the race. Who was 
there to protect the run¬ 
ners who were left behind 
against injury and other in¬ 
conveniences? 

Another extremely glar¬ 
ing faux pas of this year’s 
race was the incidence of 
vehicular traffic being let 
loose at the 30 kilometre 
mark in tite Khadld area. 
Just as Stephen Marwa and 
Savio D'Souza went past 
the 30 kilometre mark, all 


hell broke loose. Hordes of 
scooters, motorcyles, cy¬ 
cles, auto-rickshaws join^ 
the 4th Pune International 
Marathon and started giv¬ 
ing Savio and Stephen a run 
for their moneylln reality it 
was hardly funny yet no 
newspaper in Pune or 
Bombay stressed this angle 
and interestingly the Bom¬ 
bay Doordarsh^ crew also 
gave this glaring traffic in¬ 
trusion the slip in its 


“I hastily removad my camera to capture Savio 
overtaking Marwa” 

■ 



National network 
coverage. 

The organisers cannot 
be forgiven such misman- 
egraent which has reduced 
tiw worth of the marathon 
considerably. 

bistead of laying emph¬ 
asis on these organisatit^ 
flaws, Suresh Kalmadi, 
President of the MAAA in 
his prize distribution 
boasted of sheer numbers 
and big prize money in the 
following years. But these 
are not going to make the 
Pune International 
Marathon, one of the bet¬ 
ter marathons in the world 
unless the organisational 
aspects are spruced up. 
This correspondent saw 
many athletes limping and 
struggling towards the 
medi^ room on their own 
long after the race was 
over. ITiere were no volun¬ 
teers to help them, as Uiey 
were busy watching the 
giitteiing prize distribution 
ceremony. 

The organisers, of 
course, can consider them¬ 
selves fortunate that the 
VST Industries have si(^d 
a three year ‘Charminar 
Challenge' contract with 
them. Mr K. Mohandas, 
the Marketing Operations 
Manager VST Industries 
said," starting ffSxt year, 
we hope" to infuse good 
orgpisation techniques and 
assist the organisers in 
making it a much better 
marathon race. This 
marathon has great poten¬ 
tial and can bring sport to 
the masses" 

The organisers should 
also refiiain from taking the 
press, and public for a ride 
in quoting imaginary sub 
two hour fifteen minute 
tunings for the foreign par- 
We' can under- 
st^ the difficulty in get¬ 
ting an Alberto Salazar or a 
Robert de CasteBa for the 
Pune Marathon because of 
the huge appearance 
money involv^. Interna¬ 
tional marathons are a big 
money game. 

So the (ffganisers should 
be modest enmigh to admit 


diat the foreign participants 
are no‘big guns and are at 
best good runners. 

Coming to the positive 
I side of the story, the race 
is definitely catching on in 
terms of pqnilarity, with 
more and more peo¬ 
ple, runners from other 
states, athletes from the 
Railways (the Railways 
converted this years race 
into the AIT In^ Railway 
marathon meet), and the 
Services taking part enthu¬ 
siastically. It was hearten¬ 
ing to see hordes of school 
clddren and senior citizens 
taking to the roads full of 


spirit 

TiD the 20 km mark, the 
dimumtive John Kanga of 
Tanzania led the front pack 
of runners followed by 
Stephen Marwa, Savio, Pe¬ 
tes’ Omdlo (Kenya), Janies 
Njeru (Kenya), Udo En- 
^ebrecht (West (Germany), 
Calum Barm (England), Pe¬ 
ter Russel (England), Tho¬ 
mas Han (W. Gemiany) 
and Sitaram (Railways) in 
that order. After the 25 km 
mark, the heat started to 
take its toll on the Euro¬ 
peans and Sitaram movd 
upto the sixth place behind 
the seasoned Africans and 




Karolina Szabo; alwaya chaarful and confident 


Savio. Kanga had crossed 
the 21km half way mark in a 
modest 65 minutes fol¬ 
lowed by Savio and Marwa. 

It was here tht the 
womens half marathon was 
flagged off and the favourite 
Karolina Szabo of Hungary 
in the absence of Indian ace 
Asha Agarwal took com¬ 
plete ctoge of the pro¬ 
ceedings and ran very 
strongly, followed by local 
girl Charulata Naigaonkar 
(winner of the Indfra Gan¬ 
dhi marathon at Allahabad 
on Nov. 19, where she had 
beaten Asha Agarwal) and 
JiU Rothwei) of En^dend. 

It was a pleasure to see 
the cheerful and confident 
Szabo, who kept waving to 
the thousands who 
thronged the roads on 
either side. She even over¬ 
took the male runners Mar¬ 
wa, Kanga and Savio at the 
35 kms mark. She enterd 
the stadium first in 1:17:09, 
some full five minutes be¬ 
fore Savio D’Souza. People 
who thought, she was par¬ 
ticipating in the full 
marathon literaliy rubbed 
their eyes in disbelief! 

Szabo had finished tenth 
in the 10,000 metres race 
at the recent European 
Championships at Stutt¬ 
gart. She has so iu run 19 
oofiill marathon and five half 
'"maraUions and was third 
both in the last Woild Cup 
at Hiroshima and at tlw 
Osaka marathon. Talking to 
SpcrtsvforMl after the race 


she said "It was an ex¬ 
tremely comfortable run 
and I simply loved the spirit 
of the Pune people, who 
kept cheering me all along. 
It is simply fascinating. 
There were small children, 
mothers with babes in 
arms, the young and the old 
all along the route” 

Yet the Pune Marathon 
can scale great heists if 
organised more profes¬ 
sionally. The sight of fati¬ 
gue runners completing the 
gruelling 42.195 kms, even 
when the sun had nearly 
set behmd the Pune hills, is 
ample proof of the spirit of 
competition that exists 
among the brave partici¬ 
pants. They deserve a bet ■ 
ter deal. 

Rwsulks ilvn 
Marathon l) Savio 
2:31:28 2) Stephen Marwa 
2:31:51 3) James Njeru 
(Kenya) 2; 32; 44 4) Udo 
En^ebrecht (West Ger¬ 
many) 2:32:5; 5) K. Sitar¬ 
am (Railways) 2:32:57 and 
6) Cahim Bark (England) 
2:33:32. 

Womans Half 
Marathon— l; Kardi- 
na Szabo (Hungary) 
1:17:09 2) Charulate 
Naigaonkar (India) 
1:26:08 3) Jill Rothwell 
(England) 1:28:25 4) San- 
gita Satpute (India) 
1:33:05 5) Prabha Thato 
1:38:54 6) Aiuta Kurde 
1:39:56 


Photographs: Rahul Chandawarkar 




SpORrikdTREite 



S portsmen aii over 

the world are looking 
for something different. 
With conventional sport 
having lost their initial chal¬ 
lenge, the adventwous are 
experimenting with £Me- 
rent, arduous and risky 
games that will re-instil the 
spirit of adventure in mod¬ 
em day sport. 

Even as people are tak¬ 
ing to trekking, hiking and 
ski^ with a zest that 
onl^ equal the one with 
wlucfa soccer boots and 
tennis rackets arq being 
thrown in the closet,' there 
is a small group of dare¬ 
devils who are looking fot 
that something extra. Fot 
those few, hang gliding is 
just what the doctor 
ordered. 


A few spirals of spruigy 
metal, some wire attached 
to a couple of levers. Ail 
bolted onto a frame made 
up of steel pipes. And a 
piece of doth over it as the 
Snal touch. Ttet's ail that 
goes into one of the things 
that these daring few strap 
onto their backs and plunge 
off the steepest cliff they 
cm find in the neighbour¬ 
hood. First seen---almost 
disbelievingly—almost 16 
years ago in frraway Amer¬ 
ica, people in Incfia have 
aiSb risen to.jthe challenge 
of doing tomething diffe- 
roit As different as it is 
dangerous. 

Transporting the flimsy 
rig to a rail top, aU you have 
to do it strap yourself in, 
get a bearing of the wind 


direction—not too tough, 
just watch the birds—and 
take the plunge. A few 
steps and off you go. Soar¬ 
ing on the currents, as free 
as the birds. From then on, 
it's just you and the glider. 
Manipulating the currents 
that criss-cross the surtice 
of the earth, taking max¬ 
imum- advantage of one 
stream only to switch and 
gently waft into Ibe 
heights. There is no engne 
to keep in trim, no niel 
costs to worry about. Ail 
you need is your glider and 
your daring. 

First seen in India almost 
a decade ago, hang gliding 
was brought to the West¬ 
ern Ghats by Bombay’s 
Deepak Mahajan and 
Armyman Mundukar who 


had a lot of help firom Neil 
Kinnier. Even as people 
feasted on the beauty of the 
Dhauladhar tahgeS in the 
Western Hifrialayas—a 
veritable paradise for 
mountain combers, trek- 
kers and hikers—an in¬ 
novative foreigner took off 
from Triund for the first 
Indian flight Very popular 
with tre&ers, Triund was 
not the ideal placs for hang 
gBQDplg'.''-'Soirie time later, 
enffiu^sfs "discovered the 
Kan^-a Valley in Himachal 
Pradesh to be the best 
suited place to practice 
their draing sport 
Set at an attitude of 
8,000 feet ^ve sea tevel 
and about 90 km from 
Dharamsala, Biling was 
diosen as the ideal (dace to 












laitnrh the Sport with the 
First World Himalayan 
Giidmg Rally. Smce 
then, every hang Riding 
meet has found the mmo- 
nents of this sport winong 
tteir way up the narrow 
road from Dharamsala. 
Even as the first meet in¬ 
troduced Indians to the {Me¬ 
asures of riding the thermal 
currents, it simultaneously 
introduced the rest of the 
world to thepotential of the 
Honalayan ranges as a glid¬ 
ing site. 

But since then, it hasn't 
aU been smooth glidi^ for 
the sport True, the intitial 
efforts were lacking in 
cohesion and the unfortun¬ 
ate death of a German en¬ 
thusiast did not help mat¬ 
ters any. The Himachal 
Pradesh government 
formed the Aero Sports 
Society to organise the 
sport but even that has not 
bl^n too helpful. Lack of 
transport fecUities coupled 
with pathetic approach 
roads have made sure that 
getting to the launching site 
can t^e the wind out of 
most people. 

Yet another hurdle is the 
weather. While the 1st 
National Championship hdd 
last year was plagued oy 



Communing with clouds, a glider In full flight 

inclement weather this pylon race, speed flying and nise this sport in India while 


year we were lucky to have 
perfect weather as well as 
sufficient wind velocity to 
keep the kites up. As many 
as 16 competitors vied in 
three categories—spot 
landing, cross country 


duration flight—in the 
nationals ffiis year. After 
hours of gliding, top hon¬ 
ours were Joel Koechlil’s. 

A Frenchman livii^ in 
India, KoechUI is one of the 
many foreigners who patro- 
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the Indians themselves 
look on in awe. ITie few 
Indians who do partake are 
severly limited by lack of 
equipment and almost 
nonexistant training facili¬ 
ties. The Sports Authority 
of India have overlooked 
this sport totally. There is 
no basic fadlity for training 
unless you are with the 
armed forces. And while 
the necessary equipment if 
neither manufactured in- 
dq^nously, nor are adequ¬ 
ate incentives allowed tor 
its import. 

These could be the 
reasons why India can (»kly 
boast of just 50 skilled hang 
^ers as yet Even the 
news that a foreigner has 
recently opened a .private 
traiiung school oi the Ooty 
hills does not seem too 
encouraging. It is left to tlK 
Indian sports authorities to 
nurture this sport t^iich 
could eventually develop 
into a World-Wide attrac¬ 
tion. 


Preparing for fllglit A hang gHder straps himself In 
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Credibility takes a beating 


W HEN an author is at 
pains to project his 
biographical subject as 
sometl^ which he is not, 

It IS rredibilitv tliat takes a 
nosedive No one woidd 
deny that f ngland s Test 
cnckctir Phil hdmonds is 
an ai tic ulau good looking, 
inttihgenl person But to 
heraldPdinondsasa ‘great 
all rounder , or as a 'b^lond 
Adotus or as an intellectual 
takes some doing To my 
knowledge no girl has 
swooned at the sight of 
him, nor have we heard or 
read anything deeply 
thoufdit provoking or on 
ginal from Edmonds so bx 
Fie IS surely no modem 
Charles fry 

Yet author Sunon Barnes 
goes head over heels to 
proclaun his subjects sup 
posed virtues in superlative 
teniis lilt halo around 
Pliil Pdmonds is onl> in the 
author s mind I he hyster 
Kal obsession to think of 
him as a dcmi god as a 
rebel as an mtellettuil or 
as an i ctentm may serve 
till purpose of creating a 
contioversial unage If that 
was the sole intent then it 
has been more than ade 
quatelv surved 
From the quotes and the 
contents it is apparent that 
to Edmonds his Cambndge 
backgiound hangs heavy 
He gives the impression of 
being vastly superior to the 
man (or men) beside him If 
ht h<id had a scholarship to 
Cambridge is Brearley did 
then he miv have with 
some justihiation walked 
on clouds Bui it wasn t so 
He was like hui^i^ oU 
others who h*aa ■tbe* 
at idtiiiii ahihtj ind more 
inijKittaiitlv the hinds to go 
thtough tlie puitals of Ox- 
budge 

Nor did he complete hlS 
sta> at the uiuversitv with a 
first as again Brearlev did 
H< merely pursued a 
course on land economv for 


whidh Cambndge has not 
really been mtematunudly 
accl^ed Yet so deep 
rooted is his mfenonty 
complex with regard to 
Brearley, the man he sar 
castically calls ‘the guru of 
captaincy’ that on almost 
ev«ry page he makes a 
desperate attempt to run 
turn down If anything the 
memory of Brearley is the 
perfect nemesis for all his 
failures 

What Phil Edmonds and 
Simon Barnes would do 
well to remember is that m 
the world of men one must 
stand head and shoulders 
above the rest in order to 
be counted Nothing rubs 
off by merely hobnobbing 
with the rich and the 
nuj^ty There IS no point m 


^ \ 


moanmg about lost oppor 
tunities, unfavourable ar- 
cumstances Nopomtlook 
mg around for sympathy by 
rlai ming one's naivete No 
pomt blanimg others for 
one’s own weaknesses No 
one has the tune for a 
squealer 

Nevertheless cricketer 
Phil Edmonds is a gifted 
mdividuai Farsighted and 
well read, he has the 
advantage of a Zambian 
childhood which has more 
than refoelled his love for 
life, his quest for adven 
ture his liberal values and 
hib deep suspicion of poll 
tical motives If he is a 
suqpilar person, he is cer 
tainly no mtroveit He is 
perceptive to the vanety 
that life has to offer He 


A 






*A Mond Adonis A grsst sIFrounder.” Who? PhH 
Edmondsl 


^numely loves touring, 
llie cmsine and the culture 
of the suboHitment capti¬ 
vate him 

If he IS a loner and on his 
own adnussKm a vduntary 
outcast in the England 
dressmg rooms, it is under¬ 
standable, for his tastes 
and lifestyles sme not of an 
average English Test 
endeeter But his impati¬ 
ence with others cannot be 
excused, nor the unwar¬ 
ranted caustic comments 
he makes of them It 
appears to be camouflage 
for his own shortconungs 

Phil Edmonds has been 
made mto an ambitious en¬ 
trepreneur No harm there 
surely But then to think of 
hun as a superor beuig just 
because he reads The 
Financial Jimes would 
surely cut no ice with the 
knowledgeable readers If 
need be Bombay Universi 
ty product Sunil Gavaskar 
could teach him a thing or 
two about finance and almut 
intelligent authorship Even 
Dilip Vengsarkar upstaged 
him at his own favourite 
game of gamesmanship 

Contrary to what Sunon 
Barnes would hke to have 
us convinced, Phil 
Edmonds is for from an 
extraorduiary person He 
has basically been just an 
average achiever at cnck 
et In other activities pre 
suniably still less Howev 
er if you dear reader, 
would care to go through 
some really ccmtxover^ 
matWer then Pbi! 
EdmOids A Singular Man 
IS most certainly the choice 
of the year 

PM Edmonds A Singulat 
Man (The Kmgsvrood 
Press) Sunon Barnes Rs 
197/ 

Available from The 
Martin Sports 
63A Gokbale Road (north) 
Dadar, Bombay 4(X)028 
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Wills Open Golf Tournament ’86 

A winning prescription 


F our Bangladeshi li¬ 
fers followed their doc- 
j tor’s orders perfectly when 
I they walked away with the 
Wilb Open Gdf Trophy 
this year. Playing under an 
imaginative team name, 
‘Our Doctor Orders—Live 
On Greens,' S. Zamman, S. 
M. Ali, S. Shamim and D. 
Shamim made sure that 
most of the time they spent 
on the Tollygunge Club golf 
course was spent on the 
' ^eens. Not hacking away 
in the rough or fishing in 
the pond. 

Shrugging off the press¬ 
ures of an alien course, 
these talented golfers 
brought in a cumulative 
nett score of 436 to edge 
their way to glory m the 3rd 


Wills Open golf tourna¬ 
ment. 

Lurkmg well within strik¬ 
ing distance—-but never in 
the limelight—till the later 
stages of the tournament. 
‘Our Doctor Orders—Live 
On Greens’ earned out 
their prescribed dutfos a 
little belatedly. In feet, the 
final burst was what carried 
them to the trophy. It was 
left to the scores of the 
fourth round to decide 
whether they would take 
the trophy or play second 
fiddle to ‘Lonely At The 
Top’ who also fmished the 
tournament with a cumula¬ 
tive score of 436. Rather 
aptly named, weren’t they? 
Weil, the company they had 
also proved to be their 
undoing. 


The Bangladeshi quar¬ 
tet, playing at Tollygunge 
Club for the first time, had 
two sii]«^ bandirappers in 
brothers S. Shamim and D. 
Shamim: Uie former having 
a particulariy good round in 
the fourth with a nett score 
of 71. But it was left to T. 
Tashi of ‘Dukes of Fhunt- 
shding’ to score consis- 
traitly and win the prize for 
the best individual nett 
score with 136. 

In George Philip and 
Vandana A^rwal, Calcutta 
golf has two talented 
youngsters who perform 
consistently well. It was. 
therefore, no surprise 
when Philfo walked away 
with the best scratch score 
by a gentteman over 36 


holes. Vandana Agarwal, 
too, made sure of her share 
of the limelMt when she 
notched up the best score 
by a lady golfer over 36 
holes. 

Considering that the 
sponsors advertise this 
tournament as the largest 
golf tournament in Asia, it 
was probably fair that the 
trophy moved out of India 
for the first time. But the 
best thing that has hap¬ 
pened to this tournament is 
the inclusion of a prize for 
the best team name. Ever 
since its inception, this 
tournament has always in¬ 
spired teams to come up 
witty names. And this 
year it was ‘Power Hooks 
A Birdie’ that cau^t the 
judges’ fancy. 



The winner* hold the trophy elofl 






PASSEDAWAY 

Y ou may not have 
agreed with ail his 
ideas, but you will con¬ 
cede that be knew the 
game and ttie inlricades 
that come with it. The 
unfortunate thing was 
that he left India a dis¬ 
appointed and disillu¬ 
sioned man. 'I'oday he is 
no more, Ciric MUovan, 
the Yugoslav -who 
coached the Indian 
nauonal tootball team, 
according to a message, 
pas.sed away in London 
last month. 

There can be no 
doubt about the fact that 
he had Indian soccer at 
heart. He spent many a 
hot afternoon, sweating 
it out in the sun, trying 
to impart a better 
understanding of the 
game to the limited 
national team. He 
coached the team for all 
major tournaments— 
the Asian Cup. the pre- 





Olympics and the Nehru 
Clold Cup. Agreed, he 
wasn’t very successful, 
but then who has been? 
But there was no reasrm 
for just dumping him 
without explanation. 
Surely he could have 
been sent off an unsuc¬ 
cessful, but happy man. 

But let the past be 
forgotten, and his soul 
rest in peace. 



THE RANJI KING 

B RUESH PATEL will not go down in aicket 
history as a high class Test batsman. He may 
not even be remembered twenty years from now. 
But he has been one of the greatest enigmas in 
Indian cricket. 

The famous Brijesh Patel moustache. (See photo¬ 
graph taken twelve years ago). The attacking 
fielding in the covers. The superb drives in front of 
the wicket. All made the Bangalore batsman a 
colourful, some say dashing, cncketer. But sadly, 
Test cricket and the man just didn’t blend. Domestic 
cricket was right up his street. Runs coming 
effortlessly 

Patel, well into his thirties, is far from a former 
cricketer. He has, in fact created Ranji Tr^hy 
history. In Karnataka’s first innings against Andhra 
Pradesh, Patel scored 155 in 161 minutes, which 
included 20 fours and a six. An innings typically Patel 
in character. But this one was far more special. It 
was his twenty-third century in the tournament. 
Hie highest number to date. (Ashok Mankad and 
Vijay Hazare had twenty-two each). Patel, in all 
probability will keep playing and continue to make 
big scores. And people wdi continue to wonder: 
wliatever happen^ to this man in Test cricket? 


HIGH ON VOTES 

A nyone interested in hazarding a guess: Who is 
the most popular footballer of the year? 

No, don’t ever ask it at a quiz contest: not even 
one lor five-year-olds. They’ll cock-a-snook at you 
as they answer: “Diego Armando Maradona!” 

World Soccer, the mtist prestigious football 
magazine in the world, has voted him ‘Player of the 
Year’. Readers and contributors gave the Argenti¬ 
nian captain the vertfict by a margin of about ^ per 
cent over the runn^uji Igor Belanov who polled 
only six per cent, mgland's star striker. Gary 
Lineker came in second runner up with 5.7 per cent 
of the votes. The next three were Spain's Emilio 
Butragueno, Jan Ceulemdns of Belgium and Michael 
Laudnip of Denmark. 

Hard to believe, but there were no Brazilians in 
the first six. But none of them really deserved to be 
amongst tlie top. In fact ever since its inception in 
1982, only one Brazilian has been voted Pbyer of 
the Year: Zico m 1983. In 1982 it was the man of the 
World Cup, Paolo Rossi; and the last two years it 
went to that French genius Mitchel Platini. 

What wa.s a little surprising was the fact that the 
manager who polled the Jiighest number of votes 
was Belgian, Guy Thys, tte man who has trans¬ 
formed Mexican soccer. But a closer look will reveal 
that Soccer World readers know their onions; no 
one deserved it more than him. The hosts almost 
made it to the last four, remember? 















GIVEPEACEA CHANCE 


D OVEY will be flying 
hi^ next year. He 
or she (the sex has not 
be ‘selected’ yet) is a 
Mdiite dove in full cricket 
gear with the globe be¬ 
hind it and on the edge 
of its 1^ wing; the offi¬ 
cial m’ascot for next 
year’s World Cup crick¬ 
et tournament to be 
played in India and 
Pakistan. 

The sponsors. Re¬ 
liance, will make all 
efforts to ensure that 
their message of ‘Crick¬ 


et For Peace’ will be 
spread all over the 
world. For very obvious 
reasons they want to 
package the most im¬ 
portant event in the 
cricketing world as well 
as they possibly can. 
Their first major step in 
this direction has been 
producing a video on In¬ 
dia and the last two 
World Cups. We are 
sure they have other, 
bigger things in mind. 
They’ve spent a lot of 
money, you know! 


TENNIS ACADEMIES 



M an, machine, 
robot. Call him 
What you like, he’s the 
best. Getting better. 
Even his fellow profes¬ 
sionals think so. 

Ivan Lendl was voted 
Player of the Year in an 
ATP poll, with the 
French and the US titles 


to boast, besides of 
course a host of other 
tournaments. His only 
regret: Wimbledon. 

With the Swedes pro¬ 
ducing world beaters as 
thou^ they were going 
out of fashion, it was not 
in the least surprising 
that they bagged the 
‘Player who Iws made 
the most progress’ title, 
thanks to Mikael Pem- 
fors. Pemfors who is in 
his first year of big ten¬ 
nis had a very good 
year, losing to Lendl in 
the'finals of the French 
Open. What makes 
Pemfors more notice¬ 
able is his un-Swedish- 
like get-up. His tennis is 
different. As is his hair¬ 
style and the collar of his 
T-sliirt. 


TEACHING THE TRADE 


T he Australian under- 
19 cricketers are 
doing quite well. They 
drew the second Test 
against the touring Indi¬ 
an youngsters, havii^ 
won the first. But this 
isn’t surprising since 
they have former Test 


wicketkeeper Brian Ta¬ 
ber as their manager 
and coach. And helping 
him out at a training 
camp before the tourists 
arrived were Dennis Lil¬ 
lie, Greg Chappell and 
Ashley Mallett. A handy 
little trio. 






WHAT’S VP DOC? 

T here have been plumber/cricketers: there have 
been teacher/cricketers. But never has a cricke¬ 
ter t)een an optometrist. And a qualified one at that. 
Geoff I..awson is the first. 

The Australian fast bowler attended a high- 
powered sports medicine conference in the United 
States earher this year. He soon found out that for a 
batsman, vision ti'aining is crucial. Most baseball 
teams put their batters through various eye exer¬ 
cises. Lawson returned home and put some of these 
into practice and to his (pleasant) surprise his 
batting average improved from its usual 15 to 32. 

l^awson's non-cricketing professional skills have 
become quite popular with fellow cricketers. Wayne 
Phillips and Dirk Welham are among those who have 
sought the advice of the eye specialist. 

His persisting back injury has helped his practice. 
He has even been able to study further and has 
started importing new hi^-tech equipment' from 
America. He intends to set up a speciaUst sports 
vision clinic in the near future. 

How near, will be difficult to .say. It all deoends on 
how much cricket Lawson will p4ay. Well, for 
starters, he’s back in the Test team. And tf he does 
well I'm sure he’ll shelve the ‘doctor’ idea for the 
time being. Though he seems to be one Up on most 
others. ‘If the bowler can’t make it, the doc must’. 












Ult: MarHna NavratNova 
with the Virginia Silma 
trophy aftar baathig Stain 
Qrtainthafinaiaftiaw 
York’a Madlaon Squara 
Qarclen 


Bottom: Japanese 
Klohiko Ho escapes 
unhurt when his 
MIshubishI Con Turbo 
overturns while 
praetisingfor the 33rd 
Macao Grand Prix 









TS35S Diary 


The good, the bad and the 

inbetween 


1986 has not been a par¬ 
ticularly enthralling year 
tennis-wise. Vet at this 
juncture tliret individuals 
are in the news. One suc¬ 
cess, one failure and one 
caught in the fine line inbe¬ 
tween. 

Martina Navratilova cap¬ 
turing her fourth consecu¬ 
tive title in the Virginia 
Slims is as usual the suc¬ 
cess story. Her game con¬ 
tinues to improve, yet 
while she is probably the 
greatest ever woman play¬ 
er she has taken the com¬ 
petitive edge out of 
wcnnen’s tenrus. Her statis¬ 
tics are terrifying. 

Her lOOOth victory came 
this October (no guessing 
what it is now), her match 
winning streak at the mo¬ 
ment IS 54, only rivalled by 
her own record of 74 
Straight wuis. She has 
already won $2 million in 
prae money. She won the 
French and Wimbledon 
which took her Grand Slam 
events tally to 15 (7 Wknb- 
letkm’s, 3 US Open’s, 3 
Austral’s and 2 French), 
and l^r year’s match re¬ 
cord stands at 89-3. There 
can be no more 
praise... tennis writers 
have run cmt of suitable 
adulatory phrases regard¬ 
ing her game. 

The fiihire of the year 
was Mats Wilander. The 
monotonous Swede, with 
four Grand Slam events in 
his pocket, managed to win 
a measly two toimiaments 
this year. It looked in many 
ways Uke the Yannick Noah 
phase. His interest in the 
game diminished, which re¬ 
sulted in a seven week 
lay-ofi, his only pt^tive 




ing marriaM to Soudi Afri¬ 
can model Sonya MuIoSand 
injanuary. Noith's wife 
Cecilia a major inquict 


on the young Parisian’s re¬ 
vival. Hopefully the Swede 
too will find his inspiration 
in his woman. 

The man on the thin line 
is John McEnroe. A stut¬ 
tering start to his com¬ 
eback was overcome by 
four tournament victories, 
but a late second stutter 
found him unable to qualify 
for the year-end Masters. 
He’s reasonably content 
with his performance and 
has ended the year in clas¬ 
sic McEnroe fashion: a 42- 
day suspension because of 
exceeding the fine limit and 
problems with the Internal 
Revenue Service who claim 
he owes them $900,000. 
Look for him in during the 
Aussie Open in January. 

Players burnout? 

D uring a recent 
tournament lowly 
placed Jacob Hlasek upset 
Stefan Edberg without 
much hassle. Yet as Hlasek 
celebrated he did admit that 
Edberg looked jaded and 
tired. And perlups had the 
Men’s International Profes¬ 
sional Tennis Council 
looked a little closely at that 
match, they would under¬ 


stand that players are being 
forced to play too much 
tennis. 

It IS mandatory for play¬ 
ers to play 14 Grand Prix 
tournaments which include 
five two week ones (the 
four Grand Slam events and 
the Lqitons tournament). 

In addition they have the 
WCT Finals and the Mas¬ 
ters. “...I think that is far 
too much” said Edberg. 
"People who make the 
rules are not tennis players 
and do not understand what 
it’s like to play so much. ” 
The MIITC countered 
by saying that, when 20 
million dollars plus bonuses 
were up for grabs the play¬ 
ers shouldn’t be cribbing. 
Perhaps. Yet if the stan¬ 
dard of the game degener¬ 
ates the MIPTC will have 
to change the mandatory 
into optional. 

Pimek’s czeching out 

I F Miloslav Mecir needs a 
new pair of shoes, he 
can’t stroll down the street 
and buy one. He has to ask 
for money from the Czechs 
before he can do so. This is 
a minor example of the 
condition of players from 


behind Uie Curtain. 

Thus in the s^e con¬ 
text, to find Martina and 
now Lendl crossing over 
and looking for a 'new life 
was not surprising. Mandli-' 
kova preferred to stay be- ■ 
hind as has Mecir. But the 
latest member of the talent 
pack, Libov Pimek is also 
making his bid for freedom. 

Pimek a product of a 
conditioning school where 
life is restricted to eating 
sleeping, drinking and ten¬ 
nis (the 20th century suc¬ 
cess formula) asserted that 
the Czech authorities were 
unaware of their proteges 
international standing and 
thus were not correspon¬ 
dingly resp^ful. Pimek, 
continued his tirade on a 
well known note... ‘there 
should be freedom and peo¬ 
ple should be able to 
choose where they want to 
live’. His choice concerns 
his Belgian girlfinend with 
whom subsequent marriage 
could prove to be his pass¬ 
port (literally) to Bel^n 
citizenship. 

Well Pimek better hurry 
because his ranking has fel- 
len from 25 to 34 to 56. 







AlfBfTfSCTE 


Eat Your Wonis 

And your hat 

"THERE is no such thing as a safe bet 
I How one Swedi^ journalist wished 
he lemenfeaed that 
But so convinced was Stefe Tocn- 
quist, (tfStodchobn’s Eiqsies^ that 
Jidianw Khan would retain his wcKld 
squaw title against Kiwi contender Ross 
Nonnan, he volunteered to eat his hat 
should the ihsult go the other way. 

WeD, notjustonetet Actuallly...l2 
hats, one pair of WeDingons one sweater 
and a winter o(^t 
As we aD know, the indigestiUe 
happened. Incredibly. Khan lost and 
now tomquist is in consultation with top 
Scandinavian chefe to make his loss 
nxxe palatable. So fer he has eaten cxie 
tet, plans sweater with spaf^tti and 
takes an andous eiqiression whenever 
the wellies are mentioned. 

One thing is for sure, he didn’t drink 
squash to wash down his ‘food*. 

Dicey 

Not that good 

N ever be let it said the Aussie 
cannot make fun of their own. 
Viewing the batting of bowler Merv 
Hughes in the first Test of the current 
Ashes series, Tony Greig (honorary 
Aussie) was forced to say, “Hughes is 
looking a bit dicey here. Richie. ” 

To this, Australian commentator 
Richie Benaud replied; “No he doesn’t 
kxdc that good, Tony.*’ 
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Bailed Out 

Stroke of luck 

S OME people have the luck of the 
devil. Michael Haysman, a mem¬ 
ber of the ‘rebel’ Australian touring 
team in South Africa is one such 
person. His was perhaps the luckiest 
escape any batsman had in the history 
of cricket. 

While playing arainst the South 
African President’s XI, Haysman was 
well out of his crease when a throw 
from Rushmere, one of the South 
African holders, hit the stumps. The 



bails flew into the air, but fell back 
perfectly into place on top of the 
stumps by the time Haysman had 
made his ground. Under the laws of 
cricket, the disturbance of the bails 
was considered temporary and he was 
therefore not out. 

Haysman was on 15 then and went 
on to score 54 and to share an opening 
stand of 107 with Shippred. 

If any reader knows of any such 
strange dismissals please do write in 
and let us know. 

Due Reward 

Heart to heart 

F rances EDMONDS, wife of En¬ 
glish cricketer Phil Edmonds, was 
only second behind Ian Botham in 
making the headlines this summer in 
Englai^. 

Now she is still doing that, but in a 
different manner. In Australia with the 
touring English cricket team she is 
writing for British tabloids. 

In one piece for The Sunday Times 
she wrot^i 

“Before the First Test, 1 ventured 
to suggest to the England team’s 
disciplinarian assistant manager, 

Micky Stewart, that he should scrap 
the pre-match team talk and send his 
hitherto beleaguered higher-order 
batsmen to the Queensland Perform¬ 
ing Arts Centre. There the Australian 
O^ra Company was putting in a 
usefully didactic performance of Gil¬ 
bert and SulUvan 3 Patmice!'’ 

The advice, it would appear, was 
taken to heart. 


Wuitralloti* by CXbuhMh Dab 














I Iwv* always filt that Peter Shilton 
tends to get a lot of decisions 
because of who he Is 

Andy Gray, Aston Villa soccer star 


I feel that goalkemers are over 
protected by the officials. There Is 
a very thin line between urtiat Is fair 
challenge and what Is a foul 

Clive Allen commenting on whether 
Peter Shilton gets special treatment 
from referees 


in Brisbane he Border) seemed 
exhaustod..v.8o tired was he that 
after the game he snapped.. 

Peter Roebuck In Sund^ Times 



ThMe who got In with Joe Louis I_ 

Bwae; those who get In with Tyson Wingspan is for birds, this is for 
sum Into Icecubes fighting 

.Jlfh Jacobs, manager of boxer Mike Boxer Mike Tyson about his arm 
Tyatm ' muscles 


For them (England) the ctoitoa 
have lifted from the hill, the long 
cold night Is over... 

John Woodcock after Englsnid's com¬ 
eback victory over Australia 
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LUDHIANA 

Pui^ab 

State 

Games 

T he five day Punjab 
State Gaines 1986, the 
first of its* own kind ever 
held in Punjab drew large 
crowds. The State Gov- 
enxnr, Mr S.S. Ray, inau¬ 
gurated the gatms, while 
state chi^ minister Mr. 
Sutjh Singh Bainala, gave 
away the tixes at the dos- 


rour thousand sports¬ 
men and women drawn 
fmm all over the state par¬ 
ticipated in file events: 
football, athletics, vol¬ 
leyball. shooting, judo, 
hockey, gymnastics, bas¬ 


ketball and kabaddi. The 
state exchequer and Dis- 
trkrt Olynqnc Association, 
Ludhiana, spent as much % 
lakhs of rupees on the 
Games. 

Kartar Singh who had 
won a goM medal at the 
Seoul A^d, was presented 
a Maiuti Deluxe car by the 
State Chief Minister. While 
his coach Gurvel Singh was 
given a motorbike. All 
sportsmen and women 
fi^ the state who had won 
silver and bronze medals at 
Seoul Asiad were also hon¬ 
oured with prize nxHiey of 
Rs 25,000 and Rs 11,000. 
respectively. 

International stars 
Dharm Sii^ of Ludhiana 
and Suijit Kaur of Jalandhar 
were a<ijudged best athe- 
letes of the Games. 


RISULTS 


Boxing 

Weight* 

lifting 

Wrestling 

Basketball 

Judo 

Kabaddi 

Volleyball 

Gymnas¬ 

tics 

Hockey 


Hockey 

Shooting 

Football 

Athletics 


Ludhiana 

Kapurthala; Ludhiana 
^nners up) 

PSEB, Jalandhar 
(runners up) 

Punjab Police; (Men) 


Punjab Police; (Men) 

(Women): Amritsar. 

Hoshiarpur (men and women) 
Kapurthala (men. and women). 
Punjab Police 
(men); Amritsar (women). 
Patiala (men); 

Gurdaspur (women). 

Patiala Kapurthala 
(joint winners 
in men'siPatiala (women). 
Punjab (men) 

Jalandhar (women) 

Ludhiana 

Hoshiarpur 

Ludhiana 



The ailver medallistB received cash prtne of 
Re 25 JNM, while the bronze winners recMved 
Rs 11,000. They are pictured here wHh the 
secretary of the PunM Olymple AasocMlon 
allif the sword #vlng osisniony at the 
Qanise 


Kartar BIngh. |Pikl j n sdBi ^ am with the 























O NCE you have 
ywmed up properly, 
you can get studc into your 
routine proper. Wiether 
you prefer to train for 
strength or flexibility, you 
have to get the blood 
pumping before you can 
move onto the reafly heavy 
stuff. 

The next thing that we 
are going into here is light 
exercises .which will en¬ 
hance strength as well as 
contribute to your general 
level of all-rpund fitness. 
Strengthening the muscles 
helps provide stability and 
coordinates integration of 
the joints. If you are a 
sportsman, muscle streng¬ 


FITNESS 


Strong stuff 



thening and its subsequent 
effects are espedally im- 
portot for tlte individual 
muscles or the muscle 
groups you rely on in your 
particul^ sport. 

The exercises that we 
are detailing here are de¬ 
signed to build endurance 
strength, cutting out the 
need for heavy weights. In 
fact,' most of them don’t 
require you to ladle on any 
extra weight at all. The 
first one—Double Leg Wall 


Sit—is great for the thighs 
while also toning up the 
muscles that bind the knee 
joint. You might find it a 
little difficult to hold this 
pose for a long time, so 
don’t get discouraged 
early. 

Now, it gets tougher. If 
you gritted your teeth with 
the earlier exercise, here’s 
something to have you 
almost yelping in agony. 
One piece of advice: 
althou^ we are recom¬ 


mending this exei( ise with 
the 30-pound weigh'., try it 
without the weight first. If 
you find that you do it 
widiout too much of strain, 
then get ambitious. The 
Single Leg Wall Sit can do 
wonders for your legs. It 
can also do terrible damage 
to your ego. 

The last one detailed this 
week—Vertical Double 
Leg Jumi>—is a take off on 
the aerobic exercise that 
we gave you a week ago. 
This time it requires more 
concentration on the jump 
rath£:r than the clearance of 
the object. It’s strength 
that we’re after this time. 

(Continued next week) 



llluMrations DebaehisMi 
















^ft MmnkirJoshnar 
4aVPerdra, Brad’s star 
deJender who riayed brfl- 
liantly at the Mexico World 
Cup, makes the news 
agaki; this time for assault¬ 
ing a woman. Charged for 
assault by a woman who 
claims that he agreed to 
pay 2,000 Cruzados for a 
ni^t out, Josimar is 
arrested by ^e Rio £>e 
Janeiro police but later re¬ 
leased on bail 


0*7 m ma rnt Snkkanth 
sends the Sri Lank¬ 
ans on a leather hunt with 
an explosive 92 as India 
cruise to a seven-wicket 
win m the opening match at 
the four-nation cndcet 
meet at Sharjah. Chasing 
the Lankan score of 214 for 
9. India score 215 for 3 in 
41.3 overs. 

Readers and contributors 
of Worid Soccer vote Diego 
Maradona of Argentina the 
‘Player of the Year' for 
1986. The Team of the 
Year' award goes to Argen¬ 
tina while Guy Thys of 
Belgium is voted Uie ‘Man¬ 
ager of the Year.’ 
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Gower and Jack Richards 
help themselves to a cen¬ 
tury apiece as England pile 
up 592 fcff ei^t dedared in 
tMir first iimmga of the 


stralia at Perth. At draw of 
stuiiq>s on the second day, 
Australia are 19 for one. 


0#\ l l m il l >i r TheIndi- 

O Wan diaOenge foils to 
materialise as West Indies 
march on toward the top 
spot in the four-nation ‘ 
cricket meet at Sharjah. 
Clasing the West Indian 
total of 198 for 8^ the Indian 
batsmen gve up the fi^ to 
end the match at 165 for 8. 

Australia fij^^ back to 309 
for SK on the third day of 
the second Test against 
England at Perth. Leading 
from the front is skipper 
Allan Border with an un¬ 
beaten 81 backed by a help¬ 
ful 71 from Steve Waugh. 

Andrez Gomez, seeded 
first, upholds the confi- 


OQ IWfB l llll t r West In- 
Awdies thrash Pakistan 
by nine wickets in their 
45-over match at Sharjah. 
Making history of sorts is 
Gus Logie who wins the 
Nfon of the Match award 
without batting or bowling a 
single ball. His three catch¬ 
es and two run-outs are 
enough to gjve him the 
award. 

England start the second 
Test against Australia at 
Perth on a strong note as 
Chris Broad scores an un¬ 
beaten 146 to takem them 
to 272 for two at stumps on 
the opening day. 


winnmg the Brazilian Upen 
tennis tournament in Ita- 


I Decainkgr Boris Beck¬ 
er fights back finom one 
set down to beat John 
McEmoe 3-6, 6-3, 7.5 in 
the Atlanta challenge ex¬ 
hibition tennis tournament. 

The Rovers Cup goes to 
Goa as Dempo Sports Club 
beat Mohun Bagan 2-1 in 
the final at Bombay. With 
Baptist Fernandez striking 
twice in the first half. 


2 OKOMir Pakistan's 
four-wicket margin over 
Sri Lanka is not as convinc¬ 
ing as it sounds as tiwy 
e(^ home with seven balls 
to spare. Set a target of 
164 for seven by me Sri 
Lankans, Pakistan score 
165 for six. 

Engfond foil to force Au¬ 
stralia to follow-on the 
fourth day of the second 
Test at Perth as the Au¬ 
stralians manage 401 in 
their first innings. By (haw 
of stumps, Engond score 
199 for 8to take their 
overall lead to 390. 
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ACROSS 

1. New English fast bowling hope with 
the initials ‘PDF’ (7) 

3 Chinese table tennis champion who 
carried off in a World final with an 
injury (3). 

5. ‘Sorry, can't stop. I'm training', this 
athlete told Idi Amin when Amin's 
car pulled up beside him (3) 

7. Type of cricket delivery squeezeo 
out from the lower palm, which 
scumes off the ground upon 
pitching with a marginal movement 
to leg instead of the off (7) 

9. Left arm bowler's surprise ball that 
does not deviate (3,4). 

11. Indian bom commentator who 
occasionally does the 
commentary for BBC (3). 

12. This Pardivala, writer on athletics, 
may be confused with an international 
airline, returning (3). 

13. International sports wear inspired 
by a French tennis player between 
the Wars (7) 


DOWN 

2. Ambush for a form of shooting (4) 

3. West Indian bowler with a high 
number of sixes in 1985 to ms credit 
( 6 . 1 ). 

4. When the lunch interval is going to 
be ionger than usuai in Pakistan (1, 
6 ). 

5. Sheffield's cricket venue was this 
Lane (7). 

‘6. PolicOTian, wine expert and cricket 
commentator (6,1). 

10. Middle distance runner ends in a 
Hindu figure of worship, ascending 
(4). 


Exce ll ent: 14-13, Good: 12. Fair: 11. 


QUESTIONS 

1. On which date was the first game of 
basketball played‘> 

2. Which coun^ won the first world 
championship (men's) in basket¬ 
ball’ 

3. Who are the 'Knicks'? 

4. Who was the first man to score 100 
points in a single basketball game? 

5. Who IS the tallest ever basketball 
player so far'7 

6. Who IS the ‘Rookie of the Year’? 

7. Who was known as ’‘the Houdini of 
the Hardwoods"'^ 

8. Who IS George Mikan? 

9. Which player of the USA's 1956 
Olympics gold medal-winning bas¬ 
ketball team turned professional 
with the Boston Celtics and gained a 
reputation as the greatest defensive 
player in the history of the game? 

10. Who is Gennadi Voinov? 

ANSWERS 

1. On January 20,1892 

2. Argentina (1950) 

3 New York Knickerbockers, a team in 
NBA, the USA’s pro basketball 
league. 

4. Wilton Nonnan Chamberlain, better 
known as 'Wilt' Chamberlain 
achieved the feat on March 2,1962 
against the New York Knicker¬ 
bockers. 

5. Suleiman All Nashnush. He stood 
2.45 m (8 ft) when he played tor 
Libya in 1962. 

6. The ‘Rookie of the Year’ award 
(introduced by the NBA in 1952-53) 
IS given to the best 'rookie' (recruit) 
of the season in the US pro basket¬ 
ball league. 

7. Basketballer Robert ('Bob') Cousy 
(Boston Celtics) who was a famous 
play-maker. 

8. Amencan basketballer who played 
for Minneapolis Lakers and helped 



them to win five NBA diam- 
pionships. He was elected to the 
Hall of Fame. 

9. William (‘Bill’) Russell. 

10. Noted basketball player of the 

USSR who earned the Best Player i 

award in the 1967 world cham- i 

pionship. I 


QUESTIONS 

1. What IS the ‘Achilles Club'? 

2 What IS the ‘Primavera"^ 

3. What is the ‘Poddloff Trophy’? 

4 Where was the first indoor athletics 
meet ever held'’ 

5. Which was the first nation to hold 
indoor athletics championships? 

6. Whatisthe’NAIA'? 

7. What IS the 'World Maccabiah 
Games'? 

8. When, for the first time in the history 
of World Cup football, did an Afncan 
team top their group'^ 

9 In which World Cup football finals the 
goal average per game has been 
that lowest so far? 

10 A footballer whose total scores in 
the World Cup finals reached double 
figures and an extremely successful 
Olympic champion boxer have the 
same first name. Who are the two? 

ANSWERS 

1. A club of British athletes, based on 
Oxford and Cambridge Blues. It was 
founded in 1920. 

2. The first classic road race of the 
professional cycling season in 
Europe it is run from Milan to San 
Remo. It takes place in March 
Hence the popular title Pnmavera 
which means spnng 

3. The trophy awarded to the 'Most 
Valuable Player'm the USA's 
National Basketball Association 
League. 

4. At the Ashburnham Hall, London (on 
November?, 1863) 

5. The U.S.A. (in 1906). 

6. National Assoaation of Inter¬ 
collegiate Athletics (USA) 

7. Games for attiletes of the Jewish 
faith, first held in Tel Aviv in March- 
April, 1932. 

8. In 1M6 Morocco topped the ‘F’ 
Group with tour points from three 
games. The other teams were Eng¬ 
land, Poland and Portugal. 

9. In 1986 with an average of 2.53 per 
game (52 games procniced 132 
goals). 

10. Teofilo Cubillas (Peru) who scored 
10 goals in the 1970 and 1978 World 
Cup finals and Teofilo Stevenson 
who won the gold medal in three 
successive Olympics. 
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BcxKESBSaSF 


Bob HOPE 

CONFESSIONS 

Of a 

—HOOKER— 

Ufelong Lowe Affiair wi^ 


J UST the other day 
someone asked me 
how often I play 
golf. I was curious 
myself, so I went throu^ 
my files of the previous year 
and tt turned out that 1 had 
either played or hit balls 
nearly three hundred 
times With all Uiat pracuce 
1 really should play better, 
but I actually hit my most 
creabve shots with a pen- 
dL I need scorecards that 
are not allergic to erasers 
Most of my golf is over 
the 9-hole route, because I 
simply don't have enough 
time ror more Occasionally 
in go 18, mostly at {aro-ams 
«i the PGA Tour or m 
Gerald Ford's tounuonent 
each year at VaiL 
My lifestyle hasn't 
changed much over the 

J ears. When I’m at home in 
lorth Hollywood 1 work 
nearly every day. But un¬ 
less I'm taping a television 
commercial, which con¬ 
sumes an entire afternoon, 
I’D drive ova* to Lakeside, 
five ramutes away, and 
either hit baDs or play 9 
holes. On Sunday a^- 
noons 1 generally (day 9 
with Dolores 
At Lakeside my most 
firequent fifing conq^- 
KHis are old pals hke Bob 
O’Brien. Glm CampbeD, 
Bobby HamDton or Dick 
Gibst^ Gibson is a broker. 


He sometimes gets the 
stock paces mixed up with 
my score He also has the 
longest golf clubs I’ve ever 
seen, even longer than 
Crosby's Dick could stay 
home and stiU play I can't 
overlook Bones Maloney, 
who’s another Lakeside 
crony. 

We usuaUy play the 9 
holes for $5 00, just 
enough to keep your in¬ 
terest sharp Ford and 1 
sometimes play for $5 00 a 
hole The President has to 


give me two strokes and I 
can teU you that there are 
easier ways to make a liv- 
mg than playmg agamst 
him 

While It’s true that I play 
for modest stakes on the 
golf course now, there was 
a day when big money was 
nding on the line Years 
ago Crosby and 1 were 
going to play in the pro-am 
of tihe Phoenix Open He 
suggested we travel to 
Phoenix by tram, since 
Bmg didn’t care to fly at 


the tune He uitroduced me 
to a fnend who would play 
with us the next day. It was 
Del Webb, the industralist 
who would later build Sun 
City m Anzona, a couple of 
big hotels in Las Vegas and 
Lake Talxie and become 
part owner of the New 
York Yankees I had never 
met him “Don't worry," 
Bing assured me “He’s a 
pigeon You'D beat hun like 
a drum " 

We played a $100 nas- 
sau, meaning $100 for each 
9, with automatic presses. 
Del shot 73 on the Phoenix 
Country Club course and I 
took a bath 

That was the beginning, 
however, of a long 
friendship with Del Webb. 
We played a lot of golf aU 
over the country, mostly 
for big stakes. Our stan¬ 
dard game was for $25 a 
hole with aU sorts of little 
side bets and we usuaDy 
went double or nothuig on 
the 18th tee I got even 
with hun but good one day 
at Lakeside. After 17 holes 
he owed me $875 aiul on 
the 18th. of course, it was 
double or nothing. 

The 18th hc^ at Lake¬ 
side IS a strong par 4, 
measuring about four hun¬ 
dred yai^. We both tut 
good imves. On my second 
shot 1 hooked a 4-wood ;u8t 
left of die green, vidakttle 




In the second extiM Irom hi$ 
boc^, Bob tIcHfke goes intc^ tlie 
betting that abounds on the golf 
course. A man whose foursonies 
have included Presicte^nts* Kings, 
top golf (x»ne4ans and 
Hope’s adeodotes make very 
interest reac^. The book is 
pubMied by Stanley Paul dt Co. 
and prated at i^.95 


> 


Vif/n.S .'■*. 







ahott. Del was on the fr<nit 
ec^ of the green with a 
3-iron. 1 was going to tut a 
wedge for my third, but I 
switch^ to a 9-iron and 
rolled it iitto the cup for a 
birdie 3. Del, who hastily 
ever swore, glowered at 
me and said, “Hope, yoii 
Suimuva bitch!” I got him 
for over $1,700. (If the IRS 
is reading, they should fi¬ 
gure this^as fiction). 

Jackie Gleason likes to 
ramble on ^ golf course. 
The first diie we played, 
for $100 a hole, he took me 
pretty good. But I got so I 
could beat him nearly every 
time. One day we were 
playing in the pro-am of the 
Memorial Tournament at 
Muirfield Village near Col¬ 
umbus, Ohio, jack Nick- 
laus’ tournament. On the 
14th hole, a short par 4 
with water on the right, 
Gleason was on the green 
in three. 1 was knocking 
around in the traps and 
finally got it on 4. I made 
the putt for a 5, Jackie 
3-putted for a 6. The carry¬ 
over bet on that hole was 
$1,(X)0. I tapped him for 
about $1,4(10 that day, 
which a^ost got me even 
with him for the year. After 
a while we started to pay 
off after each hole, because 
we tended to get our score 
and our finances confused. 
We’d whip out the money 
on the next tee, much to 
the delict of the gallery. 

S PEAKING of golf gam¬ 
bits, 1 learned a new 
one recently. It’s called 
Free Throw. A guy I was 
]riaying with said to me, “I’ll 
give you a stroke on this 
&>le if mu’ll give me a ftee 
throw.'* It sounded like a 
pretty good deal to me until 
we arrived on the green 
and he picked up my ball 
and threw it into a l^e. I 
never forgive Crosby for 
that 

There’s nothing like a 
round of golf to take your 
mind off shows, business 
dei^ or taping television 
commericate. I love to play 
anywhere. Hot weather 




Getting a little help on a tough putt from Del Webb. 
Hope, the eternal clown, plays to the crowd 


doesn’t bother me, as long 
as I’m riding a cart. In 
September of 19H31 played 
the Fox Theater m St. 
Louis for a week and I was 
out on the golf course near¬ 
ly every day, even when 
the temperatures were 
pushing a hundred degrees. 
I’ve also played at Van¬ 


couver m windbreakers, 
the Crosby in ski jackets 
and in Korea in a coat so 
heavy 1 could hardly swing. 

Speaking of finance, 
Forbes magazine reported 
in an article about the four 
hundred wealthiest people 
in the United States that I 
was worth $200 million. 


' Hope teaches a friend the advantages of playing with 
a bant club. The attentive frlend--Arnold Palmer 



Now that’s really ridicu¬ 
lous. They put th< decimal 
point in the wrong place. 

It made about as much 
sense as the bit in Timt' 
magazine’s cover story on 
me in 1967 when they 
asked a fellow backstage 
what he thought 1 was 
worth and he said about half 
a billion dollars. Les Brown 
showed me the magazine in 
Ba^ok, when we- were 
doing a tour show. 1 wired 
the ^tor and said, “If 
can find it. I’ll split it with 
you. ” 

If I had that kind of 
money I’d have bought my 
own jet long ago. I did think 
about it. Now when I get on 
a commerical flight some 
guy, who has obviously 
read Forbes and Time, will 
look at me and ask, “Is this 
your plane?” I'll say, 
“Yes—one seat.” 

I tiy to squeeze in short 
vacations here and there, 
like stopping off in Hawaii 
for a few days on the way 
home from a tour in Austra¬ 
lia last year. That was terri¬ 
fic. Recently Dolores and 1 
spent a wonderful R and R 
at the Lodge at Pebble 
Beach with Dr. Bob 
Ellsworth and his wife Gra¬ 
de. Dr. Ellsworth is my 
eye man at The New York 
Hospital and a member at 
the Knickerbocker Club in 
New Jersey. 1 shot a 92 at 
Cypress Poinf and a 93 at 
Pebble Beach. 

It was the fulfillment of a 
longtime wish. I’ve always 
loved Pebble Beach, 
although it’s just too much 
golf course for me. I’ve 
been a member at Cypress 
Point for about thirty-five 
years and except for my 
wpearances there in the 
Crosby tournament 1 doubt 
if I had played the course 
five times. It’s a beautiftil 
spot, best eulddzed by 
Frank (“Sandy”) Tatum of 
San Francisco, former 
president of the United 
States (}otf Association, as 
the Sistine Chapel of golf. 

UsuaUy we play these 
rounds in privacy, but there 
was the time not long ago 







when I tntvded to Meadvil- 
le, Pennivlvania, to per- 
fonn at tbe country fair. 
Ray Shafer, the former 
govetnor of Pennsylvania 
and now the head of the 
USO, had arranged a golf 
game in Meadviile. The loc- 
IB populace had apparently 
bem tipped off, because 
when we got to the golf 
course there were four 
hundred people surrourd- 
ii« the 1st tee. Ray apolo¬ 
gized to me about' the 
crowd, but I didn't mind. A 
crowd always brings out 
the ham in me. and some of 
it even gets to my dubs. 

People often ask me ab¬ 
out my golf e(}uipment. 
Well, for about thirty years 
1 was a MacGregor man. 1 
got them from Ton^ Pen- 
na, who was MacCregor’s 
top dub designer and later 
founded his own company. 
Then Ben Ho^ gave me a 
set. And Jack Nicklaus. 
Now I’ve got about twenty 
sets and 1 try them all, stiU 
looking for that miracle set. 

O N my trips to the 
Washington, D.C., 
area I always k)d< up my 
son Tony. 'Tony was a fine 
gdfer as a youngster. He 
took lessons fi-om Ed Dud¬ 
ley at the Broadmoor in 
Colorado Springs. Tony 
could drive the ball 250 
yards or more> Then he 
sort of lost interest in golf, 
because his gjrlfiriend loved 
tennis. And Tony loved 
her, so now they have two 
of my grandchil^ea Tony 
is playing golf again since 
his teenage son Zachary 
has taken up the game. 
Zachary is going to be a 
really fine golfer. You feel 
the years catching up when 
you have to play uke hell to 
beat your grandson. 

Which reminds me of the 
guy sitting in the dining 
room at his ^If dub looking 
out the window at the prac¬ 
tice green, where las son 
was putting. The man said 
to his hindh companion stt 
the table. “Look at my son 
out there. He made me a 
millionaire.’’ The other man 


said, “Really?’’ ai»l the fel¬ 
low replied, “Yes I used to 
be a multL’’ 

Foe many of the show 
business peoi^e who live in 
the Los Angeles area. Las 
Vegas is a pcmular place to 
work. It’s dose by. the 
money is good and thne is 
plenty of diversion at the 
casino tables. I've played a 
lot of golf in Las Vegas, but 
I’ve dways resisted the 
offers to work a show 
there. 1 wouldn’t take those 
silicone shots for anything. 
Besides, I’m a lousy gamb¬ 
ler. When I’m $4.00 down I 
look like I’m in the middle 
of open heart surgery. 

I have mentioned the 
problem of signing auto- 
grai^s in pubfic places, like 
airports, theatres, res¬ 
taurants or on tbe golf 
course. Lakeside is one 
place I never have to think 
about that. I’m one of the 
guys there. Away firom the 
club I must sign 350 auto¬ 
graphs a day, which is not 
really difficult. The hard 
part is trying to give them 


to people. 

The strangest place I’ve 
ever been asked for an 
autogra^ is at the urinal in 
the men’s room. I looked 
over and told the guy, “Pal, 
if you’ll just let me finish, I’ll 
sign it for you.” But I’m 
always nice to my fens. 
Without them I’d have to do 
it the hard way...with ta¬ 
lent 

S ports has always 
been a big part of my 
life. 1 watch all the pro 
football and baseball 1 can 
on television, and just ab¬ 
out every golf telecast I 
used to attend many of the 
games, but not so much 
anymore. It’s just too much 
of a hassle. 

Years ago Dolores and I 
chartered two buses to the 
Rose Bowl game every 
New Year’s Day. After the 
game we had about two 
hundred of our friends over 
to the house for food and 
drinks. One time I noticed 
there were several people I 
didn’t know. I walked over 


A quiet dinner with the Fords. This one was sent to 
Hope with best wishes 




to a guy wearing a sweat¬ 
shirt nibblinf on the shrimp 
and asked 1^ who he was 
and how be happened to be 
there. *Tm a friend of the 
bus driver,” he said. “He 
asked me." That was our 
last Rose Bowl party. 

I used to be a part owner 
of the Los Angeles Rams 
and I still kick myself think¬ 
ing about tbe chance 1 
turned down to buy the 
entire thing for $T2 i^on. 
When Dan Reeves and Ed 
Pauley were miijority own¬ 
ers I had 11 per cent. Dan 
and Ed weren’t getting 
along very well, they 
wouldn’t even sit together 
at the games in feet, and 
eventually Dan bought out 
Ed's share for $7 million. 
Dan asked me to be his 
partner, but I was a friend 
of Ed and Dan both and 1 
just didn’t think it was ri^t 
to side with one of them. 
Then Dan died and I had 
the opportunity to become 
sole owner. But 1 was so 
busy doing this and that and 
1 never gut around to it. 
Dumb, dumb. Now the 
franchise is worth about 
$60 million. 

That was about twenty 
years ago. What 1 should 
have done was to buy the 
Rams and sell my share of 
the Cleveland Indians base¬ 
ball team. The Indians ha¬ 
ven’t had a winning team 
for a long time. But I still 
follow the Indians and 
maybe someday they’ll be 
back up there, like they 
were in 1948 and 1954. 

Being a club owner gives 
you a feeling that you’re 
competing, which is one 
thing I really don’t do much 
more in golf. 1 mean on a 
tournament level. I remem¬ 
ber a particular round with 
Ben Hogan and General 
Omar Bradley at the Army- 
Navy Golf Club in Washing¬ 
ton, TIk: general was keep¬ 
ing score for our group and 
when the round was over 
he said, "Bob, I’ve got you 
for a 73. That's terrific.” 
73? 1 said, “General, did 
you count them all?” He 
said, "That’s what I have 





for 3^x1.’’ 

Genenl Bradley was a 
fine idayar, very strong. 
He was about a 9- 
hanficvpa: and very com¬ 
petitive on the course. 

For seven! years I play¬ 
ed in tiie Ldceskie 
diaoBsonshv but don’t re¬ 
member ever getting past 
tile Srst round. But now I 
prefer just to play social 
jpilf with friends uniesa I'm 
n apro-am or s(Hnething. I 
love goffinh in L. A. because 
theres ahnys someone in¬ 
teresting to wy with. Not 
long ago I hM a game with 
Burt Reynolds. Burt 
wanted to make it a four¬ 
some so he called Dolly 
Parton. 

I miss so many of the 
guys who aren’t around 
anymore...Bing, Ike, 
Gmeral Bradley, Pardee 
Erdman, Bill Stem, Ted 
Husing and writers like 
Grantland Rice, Bill 
Corum, Red Smith, Lbc 
Werden, Braven Dyer. 
Rice spent a lot of time 
around Lakeside. Every¬ 
body liked him. 

Tennis has become a 
popular sport for many of 
my pals in show business. 1 
played tennis as a kid, but 1 
probably haven’t been on a 
court in sixty-five years. 
I’m not sure if it's all that 
beneficial for a man my age. 
The beauty of golf is tiiat 
you can play it long after 
you have to give up other 
sports. 

I Idle the story of the 
dd-timer who could still hit 
the ball pretty weU but 
couldn’t see where it went 
He had a hard time getting 
a ganw. One day the pro 
toU him, “Charlie I’ve got 
just the right partner for 
you. Tom’s about your age 
and he’s got eyes like a 
hawk.’’ 

■ So the two guys got 
together iuid on the 1st tee 
Charlie hit his drive, turned 
to Tom and adced, “Did 
you see it?’’ 

Tom: “Yes." 

Charlie: "Where did it 
go?” 

Tom: “I forgot” 






Hope Buccumbe to an Irresistible urge during an 
exhibition at Ansley Park In Atlanta 


S OME consider it re¬ 
markable tlrat at tiiis 
stage of life I’m able to 
maintain such a busy pace. 
They ask me when I’m 
going to retire. Retire? 
This is work? Play goK, tell 
a few jokes and have so 
many Mends all over the 
world? My whole career 
has been a round of golf. 

1 gave some thought to 
retiring about twenty years 
ago when I developed prob¬ 
lems in my left eye. 1 was 
sitting with Jane Russell 
backstage in Long Beach 
one night and suddenly 1 
felt dizzy. The eye was 
hemorrhaging. I had four 
operations, and missed a 
lot of golf. 

In 1979 I was appearing 
on a television show in 
Columbus to commemorate 
the fiftieth anniversary of 
the Ohio Theater. Gerald 
and Betty Ford were there 
along with Ginger Rogers, 
Vic Damonei Lillian Gish, 
Woody Hayes and gov¬ 
ernor Jim Itoo-ies. I was 
doing my routine of the 
song “L^y,” which calls 
for me to lie back on a 
chaisd lounge. As I got up 1 


felt dizzy and my heart was 
pumping like mad. 1 cancel¬ 
led my next routine, a 
dance with Vic Damone, 
and went offstage back to 
my dressing room. 

I knew I had been 
pushing myself very hard 
for the past few months, 
and I didhi’t like the symp¬ 
tom of a palpitating heart 
But I was able to move 
around, so I walked two 
blocks back to the Sheraton 
Hotel and in the lobby I 
asked the manager if there 
was a doctor in the house. 
He panicked, and called the 
paramedics. They came 
into my room and sfrapped 
me to a bed, wiule chectog 
a heart monitor. It was aU 
pretty hectic. 

Meanwhile, Elliot 
Kozak, my manager, had 
gone to a reception after 
the show—a reception I 
had been scheduled to 
attend—and corralled a 
doctor, who rushed to iny 
ro<)m. The doctor pressed 
hard on the carotid artery 
in my neck and my heart 
returned to its normal beat 
instantly. 

The next day I drove 


down to CincBunr.' to do a 
television show \Mth Bob 1 
Braun, and then flew down 
to Pensacola, where 1 had 
promised Jerry Pate I’d 
y in the pro-am of the 
ensacola Orcn. Jerry lives 
in' Pensacola, and since 
winning the U.S. Open in 
1976 tes been one of tlie 
top players on the PGA 
Tour. Colonel Bob Gates 
had meanwhile lined up a 
ro^p of doctors from the 
glii\ Air Force Base near 
thereto look me over, and 
1 was able to play in the 
pro-am. But it was a scare, 
and it told me to slow down 
a little. 

In the late summer of 
1983, while shaving, 1 fek a 
sharp pw behind my right 
eye. 1 didn't think too much 
about it. A few weeks later 
I flew to England for the 
Bob Hope British Classic. I 
had planned to stay in Eng¬ 
land for another week, but 
the eye flared up and I took 
a Concorde to New York to 
have it checked out by Dr 
Bob Ellsworth. The head¬ 
line in the New York Post 
that day read. “Bob Hope 
rushes to N.Y. for eye 
surgery," but no surgery 
was needed. In a few days I 
was back on the road agam. 

You can’t ignore these 
warnings, so I watch my¬ 
self carefully. Nightly rub- 
downs keep my muscles 
supple. 1 get plenty of rest. 

I haven’t smoked tn over 
forty years. 1 used to love 
to chink, but several years 
ago I had a bladder problem 
ttot was aggravated by li¬ 
quor, so I cfuit drinking. 

A^ut the same time 1 
also had a back problem and 
the doctors were talking 
about worn out disks, but 
my masseur installed a set 
of exercise rings for me at 
home and I never heard 
from back agam. 

Dolores deserves a lot of 
credit for keeping me hap¬ 
py and liealthy. She’s al¬ 
ways been a strong suppor¬ 
ter of me as a comedian and 
as a bver. 1 only wish she’d 
learn when to stop 
lauglung. 
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ICl^'lflta can new tell 
next to you 
V f naft cncki't 

\1mti it couid be the bnef- 
.iR|j|ie«toUng, bespectacled 
executive. Or 
,v)iM»n|Ml, if you’te in the 
«IW94 s next to the com- 
'a*SBbry box, you might 
we Mrs Urry Gomes a 
' eouflie of seats away from 
yw. Or It could even be a 
rotund self'.styled pundit; of 
game, clad in a pair of 
toyed shorts and a T>shut 
beanng the pithy legend 
“Cockspur Rum...The 
Bionic Cock That Spurs 
You On". 

Life in the West Indies, 
like cricket, is full of sur- 
prbes. Like for instance 
the immigration officials 
who came aboard our 
23,000 ton vessel, the 
Po^te Noire, when we 
docked at Fort'of-Spain. 
We were asked to produce 
the passports of ail on 
board in order to comjdete 
the necessary formahties. 
But the moment I men¬ 
tioned that all of us were 
bdian nationals and that 
most of us were interested 
ki watchme some erk-ket 
whke the snip was in port, 
we were treated like pn- 
vfleged guests. 

Ine rubber-stamping 
was completed in less time 
titan it t^s to tell the tale 
and then we got down to 
the more serious business 
tm the agenda. This in¬ 
volved nottung more com- 
pficated than leaking open 
a case of beer and catching 
up with the btest scores in 
the SiieD Shield. Could we 
invite some of the cricke¬ 
ters (Ml board for a meal? 
No problem, we were tedd. 
Just hx)k up the telephone 
directory and pve them a 
call. 

To us Indians, accus¬ 
tomed as we were to the 
fact that our own Test 
cricketers are unapproach¬ 
able, this information left us 
slightly ^credulous. In 
actual tact, it turned out 
be even 
ward 



local Trinidad agents gave 
us tile number of Larry 
Gomes, so without Siiy de¬ 
lay we dialled his home. His 
wife answered the phone, 
but informed us that he was 
at The Oval, playing for 
Trinidad against Jamaica. 
On his return home that 
evening, she promised, she 
woidd pass on the invitaticm 
and would also find out 
whether Gus Logie would 
be available. 

Much to the delight of all 
on board, we were t(dd 
later that day when we 
called a second time (have 
you ever spoken on a 
phone with seven people 
crowded around you, trying 
to listen in to the conversa¬ 
tion?) that the invitation 
had been accepted. The 
steward and chief cook 
were swiftly told to do their 
best, but there was much 
good-humoured stai^ by 
the galley staff until they 
were assured that they 
would have tiieir photo¬ 
graphs taken alongside the 
cricketers. Everytong was 
arranged: we would watch 
the next day’s play, after 
which Logie, Larry Gomes 
and his wife would ^nd 


Qomea and Logie WMwgivwi honorary atatua aa 
ahip’a offleara and the eamivai atmoaphero continued 




the evoiing with us. 

We were not at the 
ground when Gomes was 
dismissed for a duck, which 
was perhaps just as well, 
because the steward would 
have ^ven han an hour- 
long lecture cm the need to 
play a long uaiings. Howev¬ 
er, we did see Logie, our 
other dinner guest, score a 
memorable 79. The atmos¬ 
phere was umcpie; now and 
again there would be a 
shout of "Put Diflon on for a 
bowl". The West Indian 
brand of humour, so re- 
freshmg m its irreverence, 
must surely stem ui part 
firom the seemingly endless 
quantities of alcohol con¬ 
sumed at the cncket. Tony 
Cozier was among the com¬ 
mentators that day and was 
quite happy as long as 
radios were not loud 
enough to disrupt play. 

That evening, our guests 
arrived promptly at seven 
o’clock, to be greeted by an 
immaculately dressed set 
of hosts (oui dress code 
was simple, tenius shorts 
were not permitted, vests 
were just not on, and straw 
hats were infra dig). Larry 
Gomes, his morning’s con- 


Ue tiung to do wltii figbixT 
was finiw it. He ta4‘U^ 
were immediat^y 'glv^ 
bcHiorary statue ssi 
officers and the eanvw 
atmos^re tivat hsd pre¬ 
vailed at the eticket 
tleoufiMif the dky con- 
tinued into the cvmdng. 

Later that night, gs We 
made our way to the dining 
saloon—some (H us with 
steps that swaved a trifle— 
we encounteted our first 
and thankfully the last cri¬ 
sis. Two of our guests 
chose that moment to ar¬ 
rive. 'Hiat they were late 
was no embarrassment; 
that the gentleman’s wffe 
was wearing notiung mcMe 
sophisticated than a gaudy 
T-shirt, purple shorts, a 
string of beads and a floppy 
cncket hat was cause for 
much spiuttermg into hand¬ 
kerchiefs. 

Gulping nervously, I 
stole a sidelong glance at 
Mrs (Jomes to sec if she 
had noticed anything anuss. 
She obviously had, because 
her jaw had fallen and her 
eyes were like saucers. 
The two cncketcrs, accus¬ 
tomed perhaps to unex¬ 
pected bouncers, either 
saw nothing wrong, or 
perhaps pretended that 
they had seen nothing at 
aU. 

Dinner over without the 
hint of a crisis, 1 held my 
breath twice more as the 
time came for the inevitable 
round of {diotographs. The 
rest of the ship's crew, as 
promised, were called in to 
pose for the camera suid I 
kept my fingers tightly 
crossed that no comments 
would be made about our 
strangely-attired guest. 
Thankfully, everyone 
ignored her and stood as 
close to the cncketers as 
possible. Maybe, I re¬ 
flected later, tlKy were just 
playing safe. 

Or naybe they were not 
as bionic as they (hou^^t 

Brian McMahon 











And I looked his^ and low for you,*. 

Toddle, you may Butyour 'find~me’same is settins dehshtfully lonserl 

Fleetins moments Get them on Asfa cameras. Made to stve you 
pictures just as you saw them. Easy to operate Hardy enoush to have 
fun with, years after you’ve bousht one 
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Thne-saving 

tactics 


THE World Cup cricket to be held 
next year in Hakistan and India will in 
all probability run into a couple of 
prc^lems: time being the most 
serious. The tournament committee 
should try and devise a few 
time-savng tactics. Here are a few 
suggestions; Ball bms should be 
positioned all arouiro the boundary 
line, to assist the players in retrieving 
the ball The game should be played 
with two balls. 

Umpires should be strict and not 
allow captains to resort to the regular 
time wasting tactics that are so very 
popular in contemporary cricket. AU 
this would ensure that the pace of a 
one day game is maintained and the 
public gets their money’s worth. 

WAY KUMAR. 

New Deifu. 


Don’t tot it happmt again 

WHILE one agrees with Mr Pataudi 
("India’s national pastime is politics’’ 
26th Nov.-2nd Dec) that compete 
with superior athletes will demdraaie 
rather than encourage and that India is 
giv^ to make an ass of itsetf in many 
disciplines, one thinks that more than 
the athletes, it is the laissez-faire 
policy of the government which is to 
blame for this. When we set standards 
for choosing athletes for international 
competitions, it never ceases to a 
maze one that the timings of the 
fourth, fifth and sixth places of the 
previous tournaments enouii^ to book 
an athlete for that event. Do the 
sports authorities and the government 
think that the standards world over 
actually fall as time progresses.^ Or 
what do you say of a government 
which is so immune to dents in 
national prestige that it clears athletes 
at “no-cost-lo-govemment-basis”? Is 
cost the prime criterion for donning 
national colours? 

Every countiy aspires to be 
represented in international sports 


bonanzas. But it has to be reco^iized 
that there are always two sets m 
athletes in a countiy. One set is that 
which is the best at that country and is 
on tile brink of producing world c^ss 
peifoimances, ^ven proper trahung 
and timely ex^sure. in our own case, 
this set is rei^sented by the ladies 
from Kerala, Soma Dutta, Kazan 
Singh and the Uke. This set may be 
stiU-bom if not nurtured properiy. ‘The 
other set is the one w^h is try^ to 
earn its spurs in domestic field. In 
India, this set has become the 
pretending and usurping set 
Sub-standwd results on domestic 
fields are overlooked due to 
heavywei^t godfatheii^ and 
one-upmanship of associations and 
these also-rans cut a pathetic figure on 
international fields. Tliese pretenders 
also demoralize the pioneers firom the 
first set A comprehensive sports 
policy is a must if we wish to prevent 
recurrences of the disaster that iras 
Seoul. 

SUNIL GARODIA, 

Calcutta. 


The Compute *Tesif 


■■•'WHm Novombdr WCM, John 
on a computerised 
90rl^ between England 
Hatd M^s^an Xfs horn the past 
tnucri interest. 

. but:slSR3^0ment^ii1es as to how 
/:)mpr^^wrt i^ anw^ied. The 
mm ', 

Computiff Test was wrhten 
■•'m Basic language for the IBM 
.' Pimmonal Computer. It was based 
'w A statistical analysis of the actual 
Teat perkHTmances of eadi' player. 
Eadi player's batting reewd was 
. ana^nted by determining the prob- 
abfiity' of Iw scoring a duck, and 
then the probaldity of his increas- 
httUe score into the next range of 
10 tins. That is. once a batsman 
had opened Ms score, what was the 
ptdbnBicy of his leaching 10? Then 
yAssd a baitainan had between 10 
rad 19t Mhit was his chance of 
leaduQg '20. and so on?' The scor¬ 
ing rate of eadi batsman was also 


. Each pbQ^a. how^ record 
waa ansjyaeahy etieolatian of his' 
stzfte.XBte. iM'to dOQMomy. The 


’The wieketkeeper^s rate of 
allowing t^s and tnakii% disnus- 
sals was raso cakafiated, and each 
fieldar’s catclung record was calcu¬ 
lated. 

‘This data was fed into the com¬ 
puter for each player, and the gwne 
was idayed oii a b^-by-ball 
The bowler's strike cate d^- 
nmed how often he bowled a ball 
which could dismiss a l»tsinan. 
'The batsman’s atality, which was 
shown as Ms prob»3ity of con- 
tinidng his innings, d^ermiped 
whether be was dismissed. If the 
batsman was not dismissed, a cesn- 
fatastioa of the bowler’s economy 
and batsman's rate of scoring de- 
tenxuned how many runs, if any, 
were scored firom the ball There 
was also the chance of wides, 
no-b^, byea and leg-byes. 

Vvhkh fnrent occurs was deter- 
ndaed i](y the use of r8ndooi,miriK 
bers la dopliHictiao with the prob% . 
abIBttes canalstedfer each pkqM9’'s 
perfeiciinaace.' - 

CNaick' wen edbotai^v l' 

and .the perns' V- 
fonaasoef .epiiBM 
ter. 
fpr the 


bowfeig dtanges at the end Of each =' 
over, and whether a fohow'-oh : 
wtnild be oiforced. Hme was cm- , 
trolled by applying to ewh bowler 
the time he to^ to bowl an nveri 
The cimtputer itotonfeticalty . 

breaks for hmehy tea, ahd ' 

play. The last hotfir <m-tiw lastdi^,.; 
had to have a mmimum otjUH ovws 
bowted. . ' ' 

Ihe bdtamen could incre^. 
tiieir scorirm rate, buttiieirch«Me.. 
of dismissal incensed eigioneati^ 
ly. This was to leoogrdBe-tihe ' 
greater risk of faster sconng. Once.;; 
a bowler had beaten a bsbbnm, ibe'^' 
method of dismissal had tOf.hic;'V 
determined. If the (finnlBsdl WSdfhpt ’ 
be a catch, the computer'de^."' 
mined whetiier the catdt ans-hsi^ ‘■ 
or dropped This depehdkp 
the finder and his nffit ‘ 

On apy score exo(^ a 
'die batsmen had a dnoc. 
run out Changes Jn 
^tdi oonditibQs coiddhci " 
-tbeipme.. , ■“ 











T he match died even 
before the start. The 
Sri Lankans wanted nothing 
ekcept practice; estab¬ 
lished Indimi Test players 
wanted nothing to do with 
the game. It was only tlte 
hopefuls and probables who 
had something at stake. 
Spectator interest, if any, 
was throtUedJjy Wetti- 
muny’s 9Vi h^ occupation 
of the CTease. opener, 
a jeweller hom^lombo, 
played exceedin^y well but 
the match became a big 
yawn. 

For the players, the day 
before the game was some¬ 
what chaotic. They trickled 
in separately and settled 
down at the Usha Kiran 
Palace Hotel. Without a 
captain, Mohinder Amar- 
nath having cried off, there 
was no organised practice, 
though some did knock 
around for a while. Making 
matters more difficult was 
the absence of a regular 
local manager. Said one 
player, “I am looking for 
passes but don't know 
whom to ask. Wish there 
was an official around”. 

Another thing the play¬ 
ers didn't know was who’d 
captain the side. It was only 
late in the evening, after 
Sriraman and Ranbir Singh 
arrived, that Srikkanth was 
appointed. 

With nothing to do, the 
players just lazed. Lamba, 
Azhar, Srikkanth—the 
three who dashed from 
Sharjah—looked suitably 
tired. “I just about had 
enough time in Delhi to 
show my face at home," 
wailed I^mba. “All I want 
to do is sleep. Can't keep 
my eyes open”. 

Rajinder Siiigh Ghai was 
another player keen on 
stretching liis legs. “For a 
month and a half, I have 
been playing non-stop 
cricket for Indian Airlines. 1 
have not even been home 
for this period. ” At this 

¥ 3int, W.A. Raman, the 
amil Nadu all-rounder 
asked a pertinent question: 
“WiB they recognise you 
when you get bidr?” 


V. P. SINGH 
AND CRICKET 

Amrit Mathur discovers the con¬ 
nection during the game between 
Sri Lanka and the Board Presi¬ 
dent’s XI in Gwalior 



Labrooy, Sri Lanka’* latent recruit gets a does of 
his own pill In Sheriah 


Raman himself w. - trek 
king from room to i ■ h >m. 
hunting lor pop musK 
casetles. “I love muMo," 
said the .^pinner who has 
recently joined TV, the 
same firm as Srikkanth. “1 
haven’t finished my com¬ 
pany secretaryship com ^e 
yet, but 1 have to do that 
de^tely by March '87.” 
Will you find the time, I 
asked.' "Don’t know," he 
replied, "but let us see. ” 

AruiiLal, when not read¬ 
ing Wilbur Smith, was 
much in demand for press 
interviews. KirtiAzad 
waxed eloquent about en¬ 
counters at Gwalior Fort 
with ghosts. “If you don’t 
believe me just go there, ” 
he admonished the skep¬ 
tics. “They are real scary, 
white fimres with promin¬ 
ent ribs”. An unimpressed 
comment after Azad had 
described the harrowing 
experience at length: "He 
must have seen his own 
image in a mirror at night”. 

Manoj Prabhakar was 
wondering what was hap- 
TCning to him. He went to 
England touted as a bow¬ 
ler, much favoured to suc¬ 
ceed in 'helpful' English 
cemditions. But when Che- 
tan broke down, Madan 
was extricated ftom an 
obscure club game and 
given the new ball. "That 
was a shock", confessed 
Manoj. On return from En¬ 
gland, he was inexplicably 
sacked fr'om North Zone. 
Equally inexplicably only a 
month later, he was in 
Gwalior for the Board 
President’s team! 

Mohindcr’s absence, 
ostensibly due to injury, 
was debated in different 
rooms. The sympatliisers 
expressed anxiety about 
his fitness; the less charit¬ 
able dismissed it as a 
“strategic move” to skip 
unwant^ scrutiny. Why 
play and risk failure, espe¬ 
cially when you are reason¬ 
ably sure you won’t be axed 
without another "rest? 

Perhaps the players 
were reading too much into 
Mohinder’s absence. But 
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thepoim is. hardly anylrndy 
cundemned the absence. 

He is a total pro, pertectly 
justified in doinK what he is 
doing, they felt. 

Accompanie d by Board 
officials and prou tted by 
Railway raksiwks, Sri 
Lanka arrived in Gwalior by 
thejheluni Kxpress. “We 
hurned fioni airport to 
hotel t'l Railway station," 
said Manager Abu Fiiard. 
The journey was pleasant, 
remembered Labryoy. 
Srikkanth agreed: “The 
vegetarian food was very 
good. Apart from that 1 
know nothing as 1 slept all 
the time". 

Indian batsmen, fresh 
from Stiarjah, were gushing 
about the West Indian pac¬ 
ers. "Imagine.” one said, 
"Patterson was sitting out. 
Patterson, apart from lieing 
very fast, is really scary 
looking". 

Aaliaruddin was also 
liberal in praise for the 
West Indians. "They give 
you nothing loose, lliey 
are extremely sliarp and 
even at that pace move the 
bail. Walsh, parlitularly, 
tested Us severely. ” 

Laniba lommented in 
greater detail. "Marshali is 
tile quickesl. cUmiIv taster 
than the rest, and still 
moves the ball around. 

Gray is always aioiind voiir 
ribs and it is quite a job 
keeping the ball down. 
Walsh IS dangerous be 
cause the ball skids off the 
tracks, like Wasim Akram's 
deliveries. Moreover, 
there is appreciable move¬ 
ment with balls cutting back 
off the seam. ” 

ITie l^iikans on this tour 
are without a physio. W'hen 
asked about this, manager 
Abu Fuard declared loudly, 
"1 don'l expect my boys to 
break down on a short tour. 
And if they do 1 will pul 
them on the first plane 
back." Later, perhaps 
more senously, he added, 
“Wo will seek help locally 
whenever necessary." 

Mediuni-pai'er Labrooy 
spent the entire game scor¬ 
ing, sitting in the Press 
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Gurustnghe: Scored 59 In the Gwalior game 


box. "Can t help it”, he 
said. “llu'Si' dt'lailsart tv- 
qiiired at liome. ” Coached 
bvTissera. Labrooy, '12, 
an executive with Mercan¬ 
tile Credit Limited, i.s hap¬ 
py with his Sharjah per¬ 
formance. "Fiarlier in the 
year 1 fractured m> ankle in 
a mnbikeaccident. Conse¬ 


quently. I was walking 
ariiimd on i rukhes loi 
three months," 

I'or doing television 
commentary, Akash Lai 
came to Gwalior straight 
from the hospital bed. Well, 
almost, two weeks ago, 
high blood pressure and a 
suspected bltKxl dot ren¬ 


dered him senously ill. “My 
\ oice slurred, my face be¬ 
came contorted and the 
longue swelled up." he 
said, “out fortunately, 1 
have recovered now. ” 
Declining populanty of 3- 
day fixture was luj^ighled 
once agdn at Gw^or. De¬ 
spite Srikkanth, Azhar and 







Irtp He isnotxui the scene. He has 
^4ieC08Mf’'lit me. 

IliiJriiMn «f cAcMirt i» Srt Unka: They are 
JiyroeB.' tlhey seed not stand in queues for 
&e the rett of the people, 
m tMUi'i Mvtt imiint tne West Indies at 

tried to chase ^ nuis at 5 runs an over. 
^ ’Pel; vere Ale to maintain the scoring rate for two over. 


vmfUNcesoFABuf’uMMi'.BRi 

93?«'.:v- »v>'-■ UMWITEAMMAMOBB'-.-: 

^ ^ iiHn^ is an In&restHig person. 4 . On Sr|iMi'l mgrasa ta taMeMiaml sHM: We 

in^^liaaiiWyi F^taratafiBinBOcthlyana^Bnot are hn|d^pvin£.'lt is.t^y when you gethanmKied do 

..l^i.wipess his opirnoa A sample of his you rewewwthingsnie Idee. Our piayns have to 

team to hisntner others and {pind them into the dust, 
is not xffl the scene. He has 5 . Qg ImWif |mag^ m M Indian laHMi. 

In M lansa- Ti^. Ihcy kijow howrthffl^ are gMogto bc. They wiM hwe 

5rf-iw ^ to hewl their bheks on little more if the bad has to do 

something off the wicket. 


6. On we4h^ eileM. Persomdiy. I'thibk te is 
enteitamment But for keeping die Boards 
financiafly k is necessary. . 


Lamba, the spectators 
spumed this game. In 
sharp contrast to the time 
only three months ago 
M\dien thousands thronged 
the Roop Singh Stadium to 
watch the Australians play. 
Sdndia School sent a size¬ 
able contingent—to help fili 
the deserted stands—and 
local authorities induced 
spectators by declaring 
Monday a !o^ holiday. All 
to little avail as there was 
hardly any enthusiasm for 
the game. Lamented 
Narendra Singh, secretary 
of the Gwalior Association; 
"The crowds have kept 
away despite our best 
efforts." 

Raman Lamba, some¬ 
what chastened after the 
Sharjah debacle, was still 
full of beams. "Kapil paaji 
has told me not to get 
worried by failure," said 
‘Rambo’ I^bo (perhaps 
Sunil Gavaskar is responsi¬ 
ble for this monstrosity). 
“All Kapil told me was to 
keep working hard and 
leave the rest to others. ” 

The car gifted to Raman 
by the Textile Merchants 
Association in Dubai was 
also a popular topic of dis¬ 
cussion. Outcome of the 
animated group discussion; 
1) these people must have 
decided to give Raman the 
car before the Sharjah 
tournament, 2) Maybe, af¬ 
ter the Sharjah fiasco, they 
want to change their minds 
and take the car back. 

Shedding light on the 


matter was Lamba himself. 
‘The.se people came to me 
when we were playing Au¬ 
stralia in India. But when 1 
didn't do well in the first 
two games at Shatjali even 
I thought that they would 
stay away. But they called 
me and asked me to choose 
any car I wanted. I opted 


for the Honda Accord, the 
1987 model. It is a fabulous 
car, with all the latest 
gadgetry.” The car arrives 
next month; meanwhile, 
Lamba 1 $ busy acquiring 
information about import li¬ 
cences and exploring ave¬ 
nues for customs cutbacks. 
When last seen in Gwalior, 



Participating in a serious conversa¬ 
tion at Tekanpur were Srikkanth and 
Rumesh Ratnayake: 
Srikkanth: People want you to hit bound¬ 
aries and sixes. But if you get out they say 
the man has no patience. 

Ratnayeke: (in wholehearted agreement): 
Yes, that is the spectator’s point of view. 
Srikkanth: Then people say don’t hit, just 
block. 

Ratnayeke: (In even more wholehearted 
agreement): Yes, yes, you must block— 
this is ihe opposition’s point of view. 


he was chanting VP Singh’s 
name witfi utmost ccmcen- 
tration. 

One evening, both teams 
endured a jolty 30 kms bus 
ride to reach Tekanpur, the 
training Institute of the 
Border Security Force. A 
magi^cent ship-shaped 
building—previously the 
summer palace of the Scin- 
dias—overlooked a vast 
lake. The hosts were most 
courteous and adding to the 
beauty of the place was a 
wild boar which was enthu¬ 
siastically rotated over a 
slow fire. On noticing this, 
Arun Lai’s mouth watered. 
Rest of the evening. Lai, 
wise man that he is, kept, 
his mouth firmly shut lest 
the water gushed out. 

What made the evening 
really memorable was a 
dazzling display of flares 
and tracer bullets that lit up 
the entire area. ITie tracer 
bullets, however, triggered 
a round of jokes. When one 
guest was spotted at the 
party in an outrageous 
blo(^-red stnped suit (Ra- 
jinder Singh Ghai being par¬ 
ticularly smitten by him) 
the man was dubbed the 
'tracer jawan’. 

Srikkanth strayed into a 
wedding reception at the 
Usha Kiran Hotel Im¬ 
mediately, unbridled com¬ 
motion ensued. The 
bridegroom was delighted 
out of his mind and as 
Srikkanth exited—after 
politeiy wishing the bride— 
half the baraat followed him 
clamouring for autographs. 
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Australian 

Diary 

Alan l^ueH lcx)ks at the main 
gain from Australia’s tour of 
India 


thirty I )UR years af 
I ter he t ited fais dis- 
tit>fliiu>hed fit t class career 
atthe agi i Bob Simp 
son still I < xerting an im 
portant iiflucnce on Au 
atralian in ket He has a 
two y< II ippointment as 
thK> Au ti ilian team s cnck 
et m 11 xci a position he 
fiOed I r the firet tune on 
the I II nt tOLT of India 
althiiugli he had the same 
roll on a temporaiy basis 
on the tour of New Zealand 
early this year 

The young Australian 
team needed a mature re 
spected supremo and 
’Simmo s appointment 
(ahead of more than a 
dozen applicants) was 
widely acclaimed He 
bpe^s with the authonty of 
a man who led Australia in 
J9 of his b21 estb and who 
scored 4869 runs (av 
46 81) took 71 wickets and 
accepted IIU catches in 
two separate carters— 
from 1968 to 1968 and m 
1977 78 Moi cover he 
won a worldwide reputation 
foi his dedicated disci 
plined approach to his bat 
tmg and htntss and for las 
immaculate appearance 

Unashamedly and quite 
rightly Simpson is a 
staunch advocate of the 
game s so called 'old 
rasiuoned values which he 
is stressing to a new gen 
eraUCHi of young cricketers 
just as he is striving to 
improve their batting 
bowling and fielding techni 
ques m all ways, he had a 
positive effect on the Au 
stralians m India, and his 
mfiuence will be evident 
again in this season’s Ashes 
senes 

It helps that Simpson is 
an expert communicator, 
equally at ease coaching m 
the nets dealing with the 
media cur beuig a smooth 
dqdomatic manager at func 
tions 

Emphasising the Austra 
bans’ ‘toKthemess’, he 
was debated that all 15 
players agreed to go to see 
the Tai Mahal in Agra- 


even before they were told 
their official team photo 
graph would be taken 
there He bebeved this 
epitomised their team spur 
It, and the players duly 
acknowledge the contnbu 
tions made to it by Simpson 
and captain Allan Border 

If their attitude had been 
different this could have 
been a ver> difficult tour 
Simpson said at the tune 


They are under a fair 
amount of pressure what 
with the security and all 
that goes with it plus the 
conditions in India at this 
tune of the year not bemg 
right for cncket But they 
just absorbed it all and go 
on with their business Id 
liken this side closer to the 
1964 side to England 
(which he led) than others 
I ve been with ITitre are a 
lot of young blokes with 


commonsense and a bum* 
mg desire to prove they are 
much better than some 
pMple have been prepared 
to give diem credit for 
They are prepared to bsten 
and accept things Thai 
they enjoy each other’s 
company and they want to 
be part of an overall 
togethemesi 
Later op the eve of the 
drawn thim Test at Bom 
bay Sunpson said there 
was greater harmony and 
less cynicism among the 
players than there had been 
on the tour of New Zea¬ 
land There s feelmg I’ve 
gathered that they want to 
help each other he said 
‘Certauily they talk more 
about cncket to each other 
It s nice and refreshmg and 
encouraguig when I hear 
blokes talkmg to each other 
about then game 1 didnt 
hear that in New Ze^and 
They re not shy to talk 
about cncket They re not 
so blase Phev re exposmg 
themselves more to each 
other and thats a healthy 
sign It wasn t cool to be 
enthusiastic Now it is 
NSW fast bowlei Geoff 
Lawson who has had a 
back mjury is certam to be 
renunded of his obligations 
to team unity when or if 
he is recalled agamst Eng 
Imid 

D ean JONESs estab 
hshmg himself at No 3 
was Australia s biggest 
bonus frrom the Indian tour 
He fimshed with a startbng 
average of 92 75 firan his 
five Test uinmgs—210 and 
24 at Madras 29 at Delhi 
and 35 and 73 not out at 
Bombay Jones s reputation 
wiO survive for a long tune 
on the strength of his mar 
veDous double century m 
the bed Test That be had 
to spend five hours m hos 
pital much of the tune on a 
sabnednp recovering from 
dehydrabon and sheer ex¬ 
haustion, was testimony to 
the physical and mental 
e^rt he expended m de¬ 
fying India’s attack and ex- 
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treme heat and humidity for 
nearly BVi hours for his 210 
(27 fours, two sixes) in 
Australia’s 12-hour first in¬ 
nings of 574 for 7 dec. It 
was an astonishing per¬ 
formance, sound, sinful 
and spectacular enough, 
and certainly courageous 
enough, to rate with the 
most heroic Australian bat¬ 
ting deeds, or those of any 
other country, for that 
matter. 

SinQ)son said of it; ‘1 
doubt whether there has 
been a more courageous 
Test innings. When you 
look at the situation, you 
don't ncHinally play cricket 
in this sort of humidity, 
anyway: "Deano” was com¬ 
pletely gpne when he was 
85, yet he scored his 






Dmh Jones—an sstaMwlisd No. 3 after the Indian tour 


second 100 off 89 balls (in 
164 minutes). It’s unbeliev¬ 
able. It was one of the 
great moments of cricket 
tor me to see a man with 
such enormous courage 
battling his way throu^. 
More importantly, 1 think 
he has settled something 
within himself. “Deano” 
had a reputation of being a 
little brittle in his tempera¬ 
ment That’s totally wiped 
now. He must reafise that 
he'll go on and be a very, 
very fine cricketer.’ 

Simpson compared Jo¬ 
nes’s innings On only his 
third Test) with Bill Law- 

¥ r’s 130 (in his second 
est) against an Endand 
attadr di Stotham. 'True¬ 
man, Dextear, Lock and 
Illingworth <m the infamous 


Lord’s ridge in 1961. That 
was fairly useful,’ Simpson 
said. ‘It was a totally diffe¬ 
rent thing, not so much the 
heat but the sheer physical 
courage of withstanding 
what he had to that day. 
For guts. I’ve seen a few in 
India, too. It’s such a tough 
time of the year to be here, 
although these blokes are 
more prepared mentally 
than we were in 1964 (for 
three Tests in October) on 
our way home from Eng¬ 
land. Yes, it was a magnifi¬ 
cent innings and one 
shouldn’t under-rate it At 
the same time, we 
shouldn’t now say that 
“Deano” will score a cen¬ 
tury every time he goes out 
to bat Let’s eiqoy what 
he’s done now and look 


forward to what he’s going 
to do in the future, rather 
than brand him another su¬ 
perstar.' 

A clerk in the Victorian 
Department of Community 
Services, Jones. 25, said 
the disappointment he felt 
about missing last year’s 
tour of England was the 
spur that had kept him 
going, despite stomach and 
leg cramps, vomiting 
attacks and, finally, blurred 
vision. 

Within a week of return¬ 
ing to Australia, and just 
2 VSj weeks before the first 
Test in Brisbane, Jones 
scored 111 for Victoria 
against Tasmaiua in a Shef¬ 
field Shield match at De- 
vonport 

WMM CrteM MoMhIy 











n is an irony of sorts that 
ri I-anka should be mak¬ 
ing. jtCA second tour and, 
permps, its first full (if 
that’s what you can call it) 
one of India after nearly 
five years of international 
cricket. 

Evaluations are being 
attempted with Sharjah as 
the yardstick. The Sri 
Lankans lost ail three 
matches they played. They 
came fairly close to upset¬ 
ting Pakistan but whatever 
credit they merited was 
erased with their 55 against 
West Indies in the end. 
Last memories are lastmg, 
as they say. 

In their defence, howev¬ 
er, it must be stated that 
they played without Dias. 
The latter is perhaps one of 
the most attacking of Asian 
batsmen on his day. 
MoreovCT, Ahangama's re¬ 
lapse from jaundice only 
depleted their bowling. 
They were without doubt 
die weakest side on show, 
but at times on the field it 
also appeared that they 
were the keenest. If some 
of that quicksilver is to be 
reproduced this December 
and January, it could be a 
fairly compcUtive series. 

As even Mendis confes¬ 
ses, Sri Lanka’s headache 
is their bowling. De Mel is 
the honest toiler, who has 
been pegging away for half 
a d^de already in interna¬ 
tional cricket. Rumesh Rat- 
nayake worked up genuine 
pace in the game against 
the West Indies in the 
World Championship in 
1985. He hit Richardson 
and Gomes, later stunning 
Uoyd with a bouncer. The 
bespectacled veteran con¬ 
fessed that he had seldom 
encountered a faster spell 
in his career. Ratnayeke 
un^ quite a few Indfian 
batsmen with his combina¬ 
tion of sesn and speed last 
year. However, in Sharjah 
M seemed to have a prob- 
t«n with his length, so 
much sot ttiat one alert mind 
(Ossified the Ratnayeke full 
toss iitto; i)the half vdley 


DOUBLE OR 
QUITS 

Mudar Patherya previews the 
India-Sri Lanka cricket series 


full toss, ii) the long-hop full 
toss, and iii) the overpitch¬ 
ed full toss. But as I said, 
judging in Sharjah’s context 
could be a bit unfair. 

Sharjah's ‘find’ was Sri 
Lardcan Labrooy. His first 
over in international cricket 
was a dream. Gavaskar 


edged behind; a ball later, 
he did everything but bowl 
Lamba. A b^ later, he had 
picked up his second inter¬ 
national victim. Lamba was 
bowled for zero. Labrooy 
finished the match versus 
India with 8-1-32-2. 

Labrooy's unhurried run 
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It it an irony of sorts that Sri Lanka 
ahouid be making its second tour, 
and perhaps its first fuil one of India 
after S ywira of international cricket 


to the wicket resend^les 
Mudassar Nazar's leapang 
shift at the crease. With ! 
Mudassar it is often the cut 
off the wicket after he has ' 
used the entire width of Ithe 
crea^ over successive de¬ 
liveries that confuses. With 
Labrooy, it is the static 
speed of the run up. Usual¬ 
ly fast bowlers accelerate 
as they tmr the point of 
delivery. Not Labrooy. 

And this^ is \riiat is de¬ 
ceptive. With an identical 
actbn he can send down a - 
lifter or a yorker with no 
perceptible change in ac¬ 
tion. He bounced one to 
Mohsin Khan, getting it to 
rear from the good Tengtii 
spot. Next ball he had 
yorked the batsman for 
seven. Labrooy’s figures 
against Pakistan read 8-1- 
29-1. 

Traditionally, Sri Lanka 
has been batting heavy. 
Mendis scored two centur¬ 
ies in the Madras Test 
while the entire series in 
Sri Lanka was dominated 
by their batsmen. Im¬ 
petuosity has been their 
forte as well as weakness; 
it has been argued that the 
Lankans lack solidity and 
perhaps with much reason. 

But a bit of that is chang¬ 
ing. Wettimuny and Madu- 
galle are basically batsmen 
of the building type. Guru- 
singhe has been a re¬ 
freshing addition. He has a 
manner after Yallop alwut 
him. Imran Khan was high¬ 
ly impressed by Gurusing- 
he’s ability after the rest of 
his teammates had wilted 
on a green top. Shastri is 
willing to clas^ Gurusing- 
he among the batsmen of 
the Nineties. “He is one 
l»tsman who could cause a 
lot of problems on tlw Indi¬ 
an tour,” Shastri feels. 
Gurusinghe scored 60 
against Pakistan in Shaijab 
and was named Man of the 
Match. He had scored 15 in 
the match against the West 
Indies. Once he was out, 
his tean collapsed. From 
50 for four Sri Lanka 
slunqied to 51 for nine. 
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Mendis cut a sorry figp'e 
Cp^on the pun) in Sharjah. 
0^ was his consistency 
'^t :I» had shown against 
Itidia in 1985. At Cdombo 
in the second Test he repe¬ 
atedly hit balls from outside 
die off stump to the mid 
wicket boundary for four. 
Mendis’ pow^Y was awe 
insjaring; at Uines 1 was 
convinced that Srikkanth 
was a masochist’of sorts to 
be standing at short leg to 
hto. Doubts about his abil¬ 
ity to stay in the middle and 
turn the course of the 
match was proved in Kan¬ 
dy. Sri Lanka faced possi¬ 
ble defeat on the last day of 
the series. Mendis and 
Dias stayed put till nearly 
tea; Mendis had by dien 




altered die flavour of his j. 
aggression. By now he was | 
more disciplined. His * 
momentary lapse in con¬ 
centration reswted in a pul¬ 
led four. Mendis allowed 
himself the liberty of swing¬ 
ing—1 forget who it was— 
b^ from outside the off 
past where mid wicket 
might have been. Apart 
from that his innings was 
highly disciplined. 

Aravinda de SUva would 
perhaps be the man to 
watch out for during a li¬ 
mited-overs match. Con¬ 
sistency has been a failing 
with this young batsman. 
However, the day his eye 
is in, de Silva can be com¬ 
pelling watching. When Sri 
Lanka were chasing a short 
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Lanka's bowling is a headache, Mendis confesses 


Shariah’s find was Labrooy (hrtt). De Mel (right) 


tf)lal on the last day ot the 
first Test in even shorter 
time, Kapil Dev’s first ball 
of the second innings was 
hooked out of the ground 
by De Silva. At Sharjah, 
when Binny bounced it to 
him, Aravinda de Silva 
rocked back and hiKiked 
him out for six with as 
much ease as a reflex ac- 
bon. 

The Sn l.ankan fielding 
was a revelation in Sharjah. 
They kept the game against 
India going by the virtue of 
their outcncket. And 
against Pakistan they 
f almost did the improbable; 
S to see Aravinda de Silva 
’ diving in deep to cut off 
a boundary and collectmg 


while down was remark¬ 
able. Batsmen usually ran 
only a single to Mahanama 
when there could have 
been two. Even Mendis 
seemed to be touched by 
tills new found zeal; in his 
attempt to restrict a certain 
four he dived in the covefs. 
The ball bounced off his 
body and lay still I must 
have been largely insensi¬ 
tive after a heavy lunch that 
afternoon if 1 never per- 
cepted seismic tremors fol¬ 
lowing that. 

The Sri Lankans could 
just be the tonic that Test 
cricket in India needs tlus 
winter. 

1 wonder if Percy will be 
there as well 
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IN-CAR ENIERTAMIIIIENT 


T his summer recentfy 
ended, if ‘summer’ is 
not too strong a word to 
use to avoid a breach of the 
Trade Descriptions Act, 
has made me realise that 
the months between May 
and September are not one 
long game of cricket. They 
are one long car journey, 
interrupted by occasional 
bursts of cricketing activ¬ 
ity. This is ttue not only for 
professional cricketers, 
who need to know how to 
get from Neath to Burton- 
upon-Trent on a Tuesday 
mght just as thoroughly as 
how to play Richard Had¬ 
lee's slower ball. It is equal¬ 
ly true for the Great British 
Public, who spend most of 
the summer driving slowly 
along a country lane behind 
a combine harvester, happy 
in the knowledge that at 
least they have missed the 
eight-mile tailback on the 


Jonathan Rice looks at the 
problems of the long distance 
car journey 


Totoes, or until England 
lose two more wickets, 
whichever takes the lon¬ 
ger. I have also lost the 
signal near Harrogate, 
beyond Builth Wells and a 
few nailes this side of Dun¬ 
dee, but never in London. 
Why do we have to put up 
with such terrible reception 
once we drive beyond the 
immediate vicinity of 
Broadcasting House? If the 
BBC will not act, then Brit¬ 
ish Telecom should im¬ 
mediately mount a major 
campaign to sell in-car tele¬ 
phones to cricket lovers, so 
that we can at least dial 160 
whenever the si^al fades. 


To be fair to the BBC the 
reception in Britain for 
Radio 3 is often better than 
it is on the continent In the 
Dordogne, for example, it 
is almost non-existent I 
made the elementary error 
of taking a summer holiday 
in the summer and on the 
other side of the Channel, 
so that my only link with 
civilization as we know it 
was the car radio tuned to 
the BBC. As we headed 
south past Paris and 
Poitiers, even Radio 4's 
news bulletins faded, and 
by toe time we reached 
Sariat, all links with the 
homeland bad been se¬ 


Boredom behind the 
wheel IS a problem that 
cricket-lovers can solve in 
one of two ways, "niey can 
either listen to the ball-by- 
ball commentary on Radio 
3, or they can play cricket- 
based games in toe car to 
while away toe hours when 
npt even Freddie Trueman 
has anything to say, or 
when the reception on 
1215KHi degenerates from 
its usual awtol quality into 
something so faint and 
crackly, it could well be 
Radio Free Albania on a bad 
night, and probably is. 

If you live in or near 
London, then no doubt 
Radio 3 on the medium 
wave comes in loud and 
clear, but if you drive past 
Torquay, as I did late in 
July, there is a pocket of 
beautiful Devon country- 
«de where 1 suspect they 
are not even aware that 
Test Match Sja^al has 
ever existed. The signal 
fades as you drive tow^s 
Paignton, and disappears 
enUrely until you readi 



vered. Sariat is a vei:y in¬ 
teresting French town, but 
like, for example, Berwidt 
or Dorchester on the other 
side of la MandK, it is not a 
I^ce where/ foreign daily 
newspapers are readily 
available. So most of the 
first week'was spent using 
up my entente cordiale. 
within the family (who quite 
unreasonably had other 
priorities besides the crick¬ 
et scores) in the fruitless 

a uest for an airmail copy of 
le Times or the Tele¬ 
graph. 

By the fourth day I found 
it necessary to pay five 
times the cover price of toe 
Star of two days before, 
just to get a brief report of 
another feeble day’s play by 
England, and I knew then 
t ha t something had to be 
done. Maybe we could 
transfer the holiday from 
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the Dordogne to the Med¬ 
way, where the water is 
i«»t as wet. This sugges¬ 
tion was not met with a 
string ovation from the 
rest of the Rice dan. but on 
the very next day, the 
breakthrough occurred. 
We travelled that day to 
Rocamadour, a medieval 
dty clinging tenuously to a 
500-ft rock-face, and from 
the top of the e’scarpmenf 
we picked up Radio 4 as 
easily as if it had been a 
snick to Greg Chappell in 
the slips. The 1 o’clock 
news gave us the lunchtime 
scores, and our holiday was 
saved even if England were 
not. 

If there is no cricket on 
the radio, the only other 
form of in-car entertain¬ 
ment that will keep the kids 
in the back from pulling 
each other’s hair or being 
sick or both is The Pub 
Game. This is hard to play 
in the Dordogne, where 
pubs are even rarer than 
English newspapers, but 
when motoring across Bri¬ 
tain, it can be a godsend. 
The rules are simple—or 
so I thought. Each person 
in the car takes turns to be 
the batsman, and each pub 
passed is an opportunity to 
score runs. A run is scored 
for every leg in the pub's 
name, and if there are no 
legs, then the batsman is 
out and the next player 
comes in. So, for example, 
a pub called the Duke of 
York would be worth two 
runs, while the Bell would 
cause a wicket to fall. 

This seemed like the 
perfect game when we be- 
gm to play it, but I had 
failed to take into account 
two things. The first is that 
there are no pubs on 
motorways, so 1 was under 
continual pressure to aban¬ 
don the M4 and head 
across country so that the 
game could continue. The 
pomt of the game had origi¬ 
nally been to make the 
hours of driving pass more 
quickly, so I was not over- 
enthusastk about extend¬ 







ing the total time spent 
behind the wheel in order 
to make that time seem to 
pass more quickly. The 
second weakness in the 
game soon developed into a 
schism in the interpretation 
of the rules as fundamental 
as that between Ru^y Un¬ 
ion and Rugby League, and 
resulted in a significant up¬ 
turn in back-seat hairpuUing 
rather than the diminution 
in violence on the terraces 
that we had been hoping 
for. 

The problem was, should 
we count the number of 
legs implied by the name, 
or the number of legs 
actually shown on the sign? 
Tlie first time this difficulty 
came to light was when we 
passed a pub outside 
Gloucester called the 
Queen Victoria. Two runs 
to our six-year-old, you 
would think' but no, be¬ 
cause the sign showed her 
late Miyesty seated on a 
horse, and whh a royal dog 


sealed by the horse. Ten 
runs to me, said our sbt- 
year-old, who is good at 
adding up when it suits him, 
whatever his school report 
says. The next pub we 
passed was the Hare and 
Hounds, with a sign show¬ 
ing at least five hounds 
chasing the unfortunate 
hare. Twenty-four more to 
the Bradman of the back 
sent. 'Hie third pub of his 
innings was the Roebuck, 
but the sign showed just 
the head of the deer. Our 
six-year-old wanted to 
claim two runs, because he 
thought it was named after 
the captain of Somerset, 
and my wife wanted to give 
him four. But the rest of us 
thought he was out, be¬ 
cause the sign showed no 
legs. Heated discussion fol¬ 
lowed, resulting m a typical 
ICC compromise—no deci¬ 
sion at all. 

Our daughter said she 
was now batting and had 
just seen a pub caUed the 


Miustrattons Dobashish Deb 

Snake, so she was out and 
could she please play her 
BTiam's Greatest Hits tape 
instead. Both boys then hit 
her and said she never saw 
a Snake, which created a 
most constructive 10 mi¬ 
nutes of ‘Did’, ‘Didn’t’, 
‘Did’, ‘Didn't’, until tears 
began flowing. I headed 
back onto the motorway 
and the game was put into 
abeyance, until 30 miles on 
I claimed two runs for a 
happy Eater, which I felt 
won me the game. 

How do professional 
cricketers pass all those 
hours in cars? How many 
miles do their sponsored 
cars travel in an average 
summer? What do they lis¬ 
ten to on the radio? How 
many runs would The 
Cricketers score? 

There are occasions 
«di«i I am glad the summer 
is over, but I am sure the 
feeling ‘wSl have worn off by 
next April 
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'Throw miy punch with bad 

intention’ 

That seems to be heavyweight boxing’s new champion Mike Tyson's 
motto. A boxer—-not a fighter—he has captured the public's 
imagination with an intensity previously reserved for the likes of Ali. 
Also; a glimpse of the bout of the decade...Marvin Hagler versus 
Sugar Ray Leonard on April 6, 1987 



In the clearing stands a 
boxer 

And a Sghter by his trade 
And he carries a reminder 
Of every ^ove that laid him 
down . 

SIMON & GARFUNKEL 

M ike TYSON is a fight¬ 
er. 'Ihe fighter. And in 
28 fights, there ain’t no 
glove that laid this dude 
down. 

Couple of weeks ago the 
annihilated the pretender 
champion Trevor Berbick 
in two rounds. Berbick who 
lasted the distance with 
Larry Holmes, beat Ali and 
surprised Pinklon Thomas 
danced a grotesque stumb¬ 
ling shuffle round the ring 
after a shout Tyson right. It 
was agonising but boxing 
was rejuvenated. 

You watch him box. Im¬ 
patience. The quick cruel 
blows. Fast, very fast from 
every angle. Every view. 
The constant growing 
aggression. The strut of a 
streetfighter. You have to 
move back....past With¬ 
erspoon, Tubbs, Holmes, 
Thomas, Spinks, Weaver, 
Frazier and even 
AIL....this is no boxer of 
height and reach and jabs, 
dance, clinches and pure 
science...this is a fighter. 
Only when your back to 
Marciano and Louis can the 
equation be drawn...tlw 
filter has his mirror. 


All ttw world lovM a 
winnar...Oon King tharas 
Tyaon’a IlmalifHit 
altar hia eonvini^ng win 
ovar Berbick 





A powerful right gets through Berbick’s defence and the end is nigh 


No sooner said than done...Berbick heads for the canvas 





But he is more....he 
wants to be like John. L. 
Sullivan...the bare nuckled 
fighter who fought 75 
rounds to be world cham¬ 
pion for ten year.s. There is 
a lesson of immortality 
here. And he reinforces it 
with his, ‘1 want to be 
immortal. 1 can fight 
anyone'. 

Some have left the para¬ 
llel here. Of Sullivan who 
asked the I’rince of Wales, 
‘How’s your mother’ and 
Tyson who answers the 
referee’s questions with a 
gentle ‘Yes, Sir’. 

At 20 he’s the youngest 
heavyweight, champion 
ever. A fighter of a diffe¬ 
rent genre but of a usual 
past. 

A black growing up with 
violence a.i his ally is not 
unusual in America. Tyson 
sent to correctumal school 
was no exception. Yet the 
nocturnal mugger, perhaps 
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only a few dollars away 
from murder was re¬ 
prieved. Introduced by a 
oonectiaial officer to box¬ 
ing he found the perfect 
oi^t for latent violence. 
And an outlet for skill Rec¬ 
ognised and tutored by the 
legendary Cus D’Amato, 
Tyson in a space of 20 
months emerged as the 
fighter. 

28 fights- An all win re¬ 
cord with 26 knockouts. 
When Cus D'Amato said, 
Throw every punch with 
bad intention' Tyson was 
obviously listening on. Only 
since L^s has a filter 
really been feared and 
Tyson reinforces this every 
successive round: the abil¬ 
ity to ret stronger every 
round. Tliere is no quarter 
given and none asked. 

There are few critics 
left. And yet those who say 
he can't weave or jab, has 
no style or art know that 


Tyscm needs none. He has 
unnatural commitment, de¬ 
dication. a 20 hich neck, 16 
inch biceps and beyond all 
the calm confidence ctf his 
skill (he was reassuming his 
trainer Jim Jacobs before 
his Bethick fight) and the 
fri^tening assurity of 1^ 
power. 

He waits now, this fi#it- 
er, among his 200 pigeons 
in the (Catskills. He sits 
huddled watching faded 
prints of old fi^t films wait¬ 
ing for Tun Wtlwrspoon or 
Tony Tubbs (WBA) and 
then Michael Spinks (IBF) 
to become the undisputed 
heavyweight champion of 
the world. He knows and 
now we that this wait shall 
not be in vain. 

The quiet filter was 
once asked about his calm 
demeanour only to reply: 
“Why be veihose if 1 can 
win’. Why indeed, Mike. 


A S the world welcomes 
Tyson it also sits to 
usher out another era. For 
as Marvin Haj^r prances 
across to Sugar Ray 
Leonard on April 16, 1986 
regardless of victory it will 
be the end of two magnifi¬ 
cent middlewei^t careers. 

Maybe this fij^t should 
never have happened. Cal- 
ted the fight of the decade it 
could be the anti-dimax of 
inuncnse proportions. 

Hagler is 33. Superb 
musculature and science 
have earned him the re¬ 
spect of pundits and all 
three boxing federation 
crowns. But he struggled 
against John Mugabi earlier 
tins year, looked tired and 
contemplated retirement. 
But the lure of 13 million 
dollars and Leonard was 
irrestible. 

Leonard is 31. Suffering 
a detached retina in both 
eyes he retired. He has not 


Sugar Ray Leonard doaan't aaem to be impraasad wMi Marvin ‘Marvafous* 
Haglar'a flat aa thay poaa for pra«flght publicity photographs 






fought in 2¥i years. The 
nun regarded as pound for 
pound me best boxer in the 
world was also drawn by l2 
million ddlars and Ha0ef> 

Both have outsize ego'& 
Hag^ who legally clumged 
his name to Mervellous and 
Leonard who says he oi^ 
fi^t because this is 
tory’. 

Yet the lure of brilfiance 
there too. Ceasar’s Palace, 
Las Vegas is nearly sold 
out. All $1(X) $200 and $600 
seats are over. The $700 
ringside seats are left- 
...'^t about a mismatch? 

Mismatch. Leonard’s cri¬ 
tics: Hagler demolished 
Thomas ‘Hit Man’ Hearns 
in three awesome rounds. 
It was controlled aggres¬ 
sion, fury and science 
which had Hearns prostrate 
and confused. Leonard 
however had to walk 
through fire, draw on re¬ 
serves, be a boxer in total¬ 
ity to stop Hearns in 14 
blood and gore rounds. 
There was a point here. 

Hagler’s critics: 
Leonard’s second match 
against Robert Duran was 
an exhibition in the art. If 
Ali could dance shuffle, jab. 
improvise, taunt and thrill 
Uien Leonard here was one* 
better. Duran was over. 
Yet when Hagler fought 
him three years later, he 
eked out an unimpressive 
15 round points victory. 
Point here too. 

They are closed in now. 
Training is Leonard dismis¬ 
ses his absence from the 
ring with renewed commit¬ 
ment. The doctors have 
passed his eyes. Hagler’s 
positive countenance dis¬ 
pells rumours of tiredness 
and lack of motivation. Two 
careers hung on single 
fi^t. 

One with more power 
less science. The other 
less TOwer and more scien¬ 
ce. The past really has no 
meaning. The future will be 
ensured by the better 
equation. 
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F rom the hurried'man¬ 
ner in which Moham¬ 
med Ishaq flits about from 
one place to another m the 
pavilion you’d think he was 
an official. He has a walking 
telephone jammed to his 
ear; the antenna Js ex¬ 
tended and he is dashing 
off the do’s to someone 
down the bureaucracy 100 
metres away. Groundsman 
Shaijah style. 

He explains his back¬ 
ground when wc are sitting 
m the middle after the In¬ 
dia-West hidies game. "I 
have been for the last 11 
years with Bukhatir saheb. 
Before tliat I was working 
and playing for the Pakistan 
Railways in Lahore. In fact, 
still play for the Shanah 
Cricket Club”. 

Yes, but where did the 
bit about laying surfaces 
come in, I attempt? "It so 
happened, ” he explains, 
"that when we were young 
in Pakistan we had a club. 
Since we could hardly 
afford it. we had to prepare 
our own wickets. As hap¬ 
pens in offices and such 
clubs, a couple of boys take 
more interest than the 
others." His face widens 
into a grin. “Jee saheb, we 
didn't have much money, 
so we had to make our own 
roller, and then our own 
wicket. 1 remember we 
scooped up about three in¬ 
ches of the soil there, 
mixed some kaali mini and 
tlialt was it. 'fhe soil of 
Lahore is hard; roll any 
patch of land and you could 
use it as a pitch." 

But that was in the eariy 
Sixties. Ishaq’s agent of 
change was a friend work¬ 
ing and playing wiUi Bukha- 
tir. In the mid Seventies, 


pERSOi^AUTY 


MAN WITH 
THE GREEN 
THUMB 


Mohammed Ishaq, curator of the 
Sharjah Cricket Ground 
casts a fond eye over his ‘beauty’ 
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The most important factor (that 
influenced choosing the present 
venue for a ground) was the parking 
space available. At any given time 
you can park iO,000 cars in the 
vicinity!” 


Bukhatir required a couple | 
of players to complete Ws 
formidable eleven, by Shar- ! 
jail’s standards. This friend 
put m a word; within a few 
weeks, Ishaq was bein^‘ 
flown out to play competi¬ 
tive cricket in the Middle 
East. 

“We just had to play a 
final," Ishaq explains. 
"They said ki agar aapka dil 
karey to aap reh jaaye," 
Ishaq scored 75 and pi^ed 
up four wickets. Stay he ■ 
did. 

“But that match wasn’t 
played on any definite 
stretch of land,” he adds. 
"We cleared some cars off 
a road and put stumps at 
each end and played- 

"It was then that Bukha¬ 
tir saheb asked me whether 
it was possible to prepare a 
ground. 1 said why not? It 
could be done in two days 
with the advanced machm- 
ery in Sharjah. And it was, 
with a cement track in the 
middle substituting for our 
wicket. We levelled the 
ground, watered it thor- 
ougWy to give the compact 
effect. A few years later, 
we played a mini-Test out 
there. The other side had 
Mudassar Nazar, Majid, 
Talat Mirza, Zaheer and 
Wasini Bari. They beat us 
by just a few runs. 

"Interest in cricket in¬ 
creased; we prepared 
another four grounds. Then 
one day, saheb said that 
when we are spending so 
much money to prepare 
grounds for our club, then 
why not experiment with a 
^ass outfield? In fact, very 
informally. Jaise ki aapse 
baat kar raha hoon.We had 
won a final at that time, I 
remember. So I told him ki 
koi mushkil nahin hain, sir. 
It could be done. 

"So we immediately set 
out to locate the appropri¬ 
ate venue of a ground of 
this nature. We drove 10 
kilometres in every direc¬ 
tion but weren’t satisfied. 
Finally, we chanced by this 
place,” he says, prodding 
his finger into ^ soil 
“There were a couple trf 






The ground consumes 10»000 
gallons of water each non-playing 
day. It has not rained here for the 
last four years. 


advantages that it enjoyed; 
since there was a cluti 
already at the side, there 
would be no problems of 
the availabilitv of water or 
electricity. But the mos't 
important factor was the 
parking space available 
alongside. At any given 
time you can paik Itl.lllK) 
cars in the vicinity! 

“When 1 first saw it, this 
ground was pretty uneven: 
there were holes from six 
feel deep to four. Firstly, 
we plugged the gapis w'lth 
soil. Then with a few 
machines we evened it out. 
And lastly, we put a cement 
wicket in the middle. We 
planted the grass seeds in 
two days and watered the 
outfield heavily. In two 
weeks’ time we had a full- 
fledged field on our hands. ’’ 
And then Mohammed 
Ishaq, groundsman of this 
Sharjah Cricket Stadium, 
lets you into his little sec- 
j ret. He pats the harsh stub- 
‘ bje above the surface, digs 
j his finger into the ground 


and throws up a scatter of 
wet sand. " Yeh dekbey." 
he says. “This is still very 
much sand, only tliat it is 
slightly wet and compact. 
After having been led on 
fertilisers for the last five 
years the grass has become 
liighly resistant.” 

Here his telephone 
beeps, he responds im¬ 
mediately, the kxik on his 
face changes, the smile is 
gone, he passes on a mes¬ 
sage, disengages and is 
ready to talk again. 

“That’s the beauty of it,” 
he exclaims. "There is so 
much grass on this ground 
that you will hardly be able 
to make out tliat there is 
sand below When we 
started out on this ground 
in 1981 we had a matting 
wicket. The following cou¬ 
ple of years we stayed with 


an astro-turf surface, k'or 
the Asia Cup in 1984 we 
removed the ccincrete siir 
face and replaced it witli 
natural turf. We had to 
unport some 8, IKK) bags of 
Lahore soil for that. We 
now have five strips along¬ 
side each other.” 

Mohammed Ishaq’s night 
is made every six months 
at the time of the awards 
giving ceremony oJ the 
championships. Especially 
when the captains walk up 
to the microphone and con¬ 
fess that they have never 
.seen as good a ground else¬ 
where. 

And then Ishaq comes up 
with the vital statistic of 
maintenance. ’^Fhe ground 
consumes lO.IKIO gallons of 
water each nun-playing 
day. It has not rained here 
in the last four years. When 


PradoepMttndharu 

you accuse him of the slow 
outfield, he conlesses that 
it will always remain that 
way. But his counterlogic is 
mleresling. ’’Even then an 
average oi HOD runs is 
scored in 4.5 ovt'rs, which 
works out to around 4 Mi 
runs lor every six balls. I 
can't cut the grass lower 
than this." he says gnpping 
the shrub by Us thread. 

The conversation as 
such IS over. We are walk¬ 
ing back to the pavilion. As 
a casual aside, J ask him my 
‘last’ one. Which is the best 
ground that he was seen in 
tile world? “I doubt,” he 
rephes in very measured 
tones, “whether there is 
any ground in the world 
better than the one at 
Mohannagar in India. This 
one at Sharjah comes 
second. ” 

The telephone beeps 
once again and Mohamm^ 
Ishaq, curator, Sharjah 
Cricket Stadium walks 
away into the sunset. 

MiNtor ftttwiy*, tharlth 
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Maninder Singh appears to break the high jump record after beating imran for one (Mow): Rumesh 
Ratnayeke is not trying to seize Logie by his iegs...oniy stopping a return drive 
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TO SHARJAH WITH A 
PURPOSE 

That may have held true for the Indian cricketers. But the other 
2,000<odd tourists had other intentions in mind as well, writes 

Mudar Patherya 


UBAl evokes vazymg 
ctnotions in differoit 
pJe. Kidiore Bhiinani of 
‘ Statesman was on his 
i trip; “Ah Dubai!" he 
wiut as much casual 


unconc«ii as a reference to 
a station between Dadar 
and Bandra on the harbour 
line. 


1 have never seen Rsi 
Kapcm at the Waidihede 
Stadium. Or even Sinai 
Garewal for that matter. 
This neither says much for 
my reporting experience 
for Ms Garewal s keen fol' 
lowing of the jpme, but this 
visit to Shai^ had tne 
confused. Perhaps the 
whispers are true after all; 
the Middle East during 
cricket time is fast becom¬ 
ing social Bombay’s 
ftivourite pastime. 

There is another diver¬ 
sion which seriously influ¬ 
ences doling out one’s FTS 
and mnging westward. A 


Elahl played hit moat 
memorable inninga ageinat 



fellow writer in Sharidi 
turned up at the bocd;^ 
ofiice of the Emtrates the 
day befcnre the final. He 
wanted a booking for the 
bte Friday night to 
Bombay. The next avail¬ 
able seat, he waa UM, was 
for Monday at 2245 hours. 
Unless, of course, if be was 
interested in missing the 
last game and flying out on 
Thursday ni^t itsdf. And, 
yes, he'd have to hurry for 
that too. Only a few seats 
remained. He wouldn’t be 
as lucky a couple of hours 
later. 

"These group book¬ 
ings...” said the bookiim 
officer shaking his head 
“Some 2000 tourists have 
come from India to watch 
their side," he added. If 
Uiey did, one can safely 
assume that not many could 
have got past the duty-free 
shopping at the Dubai air¬ 
port. Even if a few did they 
must have lost themselves 
at the bargain counters at 
the Al (jhuriar Shopping 
Centre. 

I wonder whether the 
India-Pakistan game was 
part of the package deal. 
The mention that such 
matches are a prestige 
issue has been wem to a 
cliche. Pakistani optimism 
before the match had been 
displaced by a nervous eva¬ 
luation. They all agreed 
that anything was.possible 
alright, but me evidence of 
the form book was discoin- 
rerting. Pakistan had 
beaten w Lanka with only 
an over to spare, bt beC 
for some time during the 
game it looked as u the 







result would have gone the 
other wav. Against the 
West Indies they played as 
if they had gelatine wliere 
their spines were, and lost 
by nine vnckcts. 

India, on the other liand, 
had beaten Sri l^nka by 
seven wickets, And at 
more than one stage in 
their game against West 
Indies. India looked like 
staging a repeat of Lord’s 
*83. Chances never seemed 
to favour India more than 
when West Indies were 43 
tor three at one stage. Or 
when Srikkanth had pulled 
Marshall for a six and a four 
and India were 17 for none. 

But the form book can be 
a deceptive liar. We writers 
teve often depended on 
public sentiment to gauge 
the possible outcome of 
great encounters. This 
ome round, the average 
enthusiast was definitely 
flving India the upper hand. 
"I mean, just look at the 
depth in Indian batting," 
was the argument Even 
the last bastion of unques* 
tionable Pakistani patriot* 
i.mi—thi* Pathan taxidrtv* 


Non-striker Haynes leeks on as Imran chargss in 
*1 would never forget that Srikkanth pull for six 



er—^was hesitant. "Sab log 
bolta ki Jmm ke khel ke 
bye. India ki team maahoof 
hai." (Everyone says that 
India IS strong for Friday’s 
game). 

The 'game of uncertain¬ 
ties’ still continues to be a ‘ 
cliche of relevance. India i 
had been reduced to 42 for 
five. Kapil Dev and Azhar- ' 
uddin swung their bats ■ 
around and the score was i 
now 108. The experts ' 
were willing to put down j 
185 as a possible total. The I 
tnnmgs folded up for 144. I 

Pakistani optimism ! 
should have been seen to I 
be believed. Akram pun- ] 
ched the air. the fielders : 
staggered off in a pyramidal ! 
mass and the gentleman at 
my elbow dasted off to the 
pavilion to piU down a 
thousand diihams on Pakts- 
tan. “Money for jam," 
someone said. i 

And jam for a lot of bread | 
it seemed. Pakiatan'a SO { 
was cheered without any | 
toss. The ttand to the rij^ : 
of the pav&m had b^ j 
subdued iiUo silence. Tlw i 
India tri-cobur fwd made a j 




Th« Middi* Ent, during crietot tlm«, Is fast bscoming social Bombay's fsvourits pastims 


! quiet exit. 

i The next few overs con- 
I finned why cricket is re- 
I placing selling short at the 
j stock market From 51 for 
I no loss, Pakistan were now 
1 65 for six. The vocal sup- 
j port seemed to be coming 
from the other side of the 
I stadium. 

Pakistan eventually pul- 
' led it off. Elahi played 
: perhaps his most memor- 
; able innii^s (50 not out). 

His side made it with 9 balls 
: to spare. While going up to 
' collect his Man of the 
I Match award that day, a 
I West Indian fast bowler 
I standing alongside re- 
I marked; "But I uiought we 
j had won the tournament." 

Looking back now, 1 
, guess I was right in the 
' observation that every 
; tournament in Sharjah after 
j the Austral-Asia cup would 
I suffer the fate of an anti¬ 
climax. Yet, Champions 
: Trophy 1986 too had its 
moments of glory. 

I would never want to 
forget that Srikkanth pull 
j for six off Marshall. Or 
I wristy Azhar’s rubbery on- 


DulMp ktondis drtvM agalnat India 



drive for four against Pakis¬ 
tan. Or Viv Richards as he ! 
dismissed Shastn from hid i 
presence with a six over 
mid wicket. 

When you Uiiidi of the 
bowlers, you tend to rectrf- 
lect Malcolm Marshall first 
thing. He bowled Snkkanth 
with one, that from my 
perch behind long off. 
looked like pitching on the 
off and uprooting the leg 
stump. Or that one Imran 
dehvery during the final; he 
swerved it out, leaving 
Lamba. And swung back m 
before disappearing into 
Yousufs haiids. 

The mention of Logie'i 
incredible throwing re¬ 
minds me of an interestitig 
aside. After the boy-man 
had run’ out yet another 
Pakistani, an expatriate of 
reasonai^ comfortaUe ex¬ 
traction settled down the 
chair besides mine., 
kaun kaim khei raha haav 
(Who is piaymg today?)” he 
asked. 

As I was saying, cncket | 
m Sharjah evokes varying 
emotions in different j 
people. 
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Two years earlier opera 
and football met in an un- 


Sar^evo would be hard to 
beat for universal ameal. 


usual alliance when Placido 


Designed to herald the 


Domingo sang the official 
World Cup theme "El Mun- 
dial”. 


arrival of the competitrnrs it 
comprised a medley of 
favourite folk songs. 


By contrast, the organis¬ 
ers of the World Games in 


In a short review it 
would be impracticable to 



1985 went for a more mod¬ 
ern style of song and 
adopted John Denver’s 
"World Game”. 

Music is an inte^^l part 
of the performance in gym¬ 
nastics, skating and syn¬ 
chronised swimming. The 
Westminster Waltz is of 
coiffse fiuniliar to all ice 
dancing fans but other 
pieces of music become 
synonymous with a particu¬ 
lar pertoimer. For example 
vfoo could now listen to the 
music ci Bamum and more 
especially Bolero without 
thinking of Torvill and 
Devi? 

Although the popular 
dnona has never reaDy 
come to terms with sport, 
there have been some 
roemcnable themes. "Char- 
iots of Fire" by Vangelis' 
coqures an image for a 
generation of cinema-goers 
and athletes aUce, whilst 


the fanfares from the 
"Rocky" films mean boxing 
evoi for those who have 
never been within a hun¬ 
dred mile of a boxing rit^. 
Such is the power of music. 

In documentary cinema, 
there have been notable 
scores including Rick 
Wakeman’s "White Rock" 
for the film of the 1976 
Winter Olymi^s. Tdevi- 
sion signative tunes can 
evoke memories of memor¬ 
able sporting moments, and 
sometimes classical mu^ 
is pressed faito service. 
BBC Television uses 
Mozart’s Musical Joke to 
introduce show jumping. 
Receidly, television has 


realised the entertainment 
value of a montage of sport¬ 
ing highlights skiUully cut to 
the accompaniment of a 
popular song. 

Olympic ceremonies 
make considerable use of 
music and those at Los 
Angeles prtfoably included 
more popular music than 
any other. The Diana Ross 
Song "Reach Out and 
Touch" at the opening, 
Lionel Ridiie nnging “All 
Night Long” at uie close 
and the stunnim rendition 
of Ger^win's "Rhapsody in 
Blue". And of coui^ music 
^ the ^ composer Jcdm 
WilliamB. But the "March 
of the Continents" at 


catalogue every song with a 
sporting connection. But 
there is a wealth of material 
which one day will yidd a 
most interesting book! 
With hick, such a volunw 
would feature the “Olynqiic 
Hymn", sadly less widely 
known than might be ex¬ 
pected. Although com¬ 
posed m 1896, it was not 
adopted as the official hymn 
unty 1957. Now, happiv, it 
is heard more regul^, 
but most importantly as tne 
Games are opened and the 
OlymiHC flag is borne into 
the stadium. 

It is intended to "Give 
life to noble Gamea", 
Games enjoyed by so many 
through television, a 
medium vduch is discover- 
kig it am create stiB mote 
exciting pictures diroi^ 
the fiiuon of sporting im¬ 
ages ... and music. 
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You canllet your mM 
wander to Ihe party in 
Bw evening 

DIclde BM spoke to 
Miidar Pathoya in Shaxjah 





SPOnrSWORLD; The 
first question concerns 
neutrality in the selection 
of unt/iits for intemation^ 
at matches. Do you feel 
they are necessary? 

DKKtE BIRD; No I 
don’t. I think the current 
system is good whereby 
each cricket playing coun¬ 
try has its own panel of 
Test umpires, i think all 
un^es are neutral, fair 
and honest men. They give 
their deasions as they see 
them. 

The phrase neutral 
umpires is a paradox, you 
feel? 

That's nght. Moreover, 
when you have umpires 
from a third country offi¬ 
ciating you can still have 
problems. You sUU have 
players disputing decisions. 
Another thmg people often 
overlook is that we are 
used to unmiring in our 
climate, while the Indian 
umpires are used to isnpir- 
ing in theirs. It would be 
difficult for an Indian 
umpire to come and super¬ 
vise in the cold of England. 
Similarly, it would be quite 
a problm for us to go and 
stand out in the heat of 
India and Pakistan. 

Then you must be facing 
problems in Sharjah? 

I find it difficult to ccki- 
centrate when the heal is 
intense. Coming back to 


the topic of neutral 
umpires, 1 think it will cost 
a lot of money to jet 
umpires all over the world. 

During the World Cham- 
piosh^ firud in J9iS, Im¬ 
ran Khan was caught be¬ 
hind at soon as he came in. 
The umpire however ruled 
in his favour. Yet none of 
die Indians eon^lained be¬ 
cause the umpire was from 
a third country. The ques¬ 
tion of bias never really 
arose. In dud way, neutrtd 


umpiring would be a bles¬ 
sing. 

1 can’t comment on that 
because I never saw it. 

The principle is that 
when you have umpires 
from a third contry there 
could only be allegations of 
incompetence; when you 
have umpires from a com¬ 
mon country, it could be of 
bias. 

That’s rubbish. All 
umpires are fair and honest 
men'as I said at the begin¬ 



ning. 1 will not differ from 
it. 

It may Just be that 
umpires from a particular 
country are not competent. 

I think umpires ^ over 
the world are good 
umpires. 

You have been umpiring 
for more than a decade. 
How much more difficult 
has umpiring become? 

1 have done 90 interna¬ 
tionals till now—that is 
one-day games, Test 
matches and World Cup 
matche.s. 1 have seen 
young men come on to the 
Test scene like Dennis Lil¬ 
lee, Greg Chappell, Rod¬ 
ney Marsh, Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar, Clive Lloyd and 
Michael Holding. 1 have 
seen them start their 
careers and have seen 
them all retire. 1 am stiD 
going on. 

But getting back to your 
question; with so much 
money having come into 
the game—when the prize 
money is so high—the 
characters have gone out. 
People don’t seem to smile 
and enjoy Test matches 
anymore. Big prize money 
creates massive appealing. 
I think there’s more appe^- 
ing now than there has ever 
b^n. 

More ridiculous 
amiding? 

I wouldn’t use that word. 




rocDS 


There is nothing in the laws 
to stop you from appealing. 
WWhat I mean is, you now 
have massive appealing 
where everybody puts m a 
bit 

OrduUMUd... 

I wouldn’t use that word. 
Massive appealing... 

Ypu werejun taOdng alt- 
oul die mat chanKters, 

Yes, the Rodney Mar¬ 
shes and the Lillees. 
You’ve probably heard of 
the problems they caused 
on the fidd. l*never had a 
problem with any one 
cricketer on the field. This 
is because 1 treated them 
as professional men and 
they did the same in return. 
And yet one heard so many 
things about them. 

Any reason behind that? 

I think umpiring is con¬ 
centration, application, de¬ 
dication, honesty and gain¬ 
ing the respect of the play¬ 
ers. I think the last factor is 
most important. 

How do you do that? 

We stand seven hours a 
day and seven days a week 
during the whole of the 
summer. Somewhere along 
the line we do commit mis¬ 
takes. hiveryone makes 
them, but the one who 
makes the least is the most 
successful umpire. 

What sort of concentra¬ 
tion does it require? 

Well, 1 keep hitting 
(slaps himself on the thigh) 
and telling myself ‘keep 
going, ’ keep going, ccincen- 
trate’ all day long. You can't 
for one moment take your 
eyes off. You can’t let your 
mind wander to the party m 
tlie evening. You do that 
even once and something 
happens! 

1^ you feel that the over¬ 
all tUseiphne has recorded 
a decline? 

No, 1 don't think so. It is 
just that players these days 
play harder than they ever 
did before. The game has 
become more conq»etitive; 
no quarter is pven. 

Wir had the recent mst- 
anee ef Imran Khan sug¬ 
gesting Uiat umpires be 
vetted wMi eolaared cards, 


empaweriiu thmn to tend 
plinert qfy dte fieU. 

i cannot agree with Uut 
Let US kep cricket the way 
it is. 1 cannot see the yel¬ 
low card and the-red card 
as we have in football 1 
would never want to see 
the day when that goes into 
cricket Of all the games, 
only cricket and n^y can 
hold their heads hi^. You 
are always going to have 
players disputing decisions, 
perh^is even when I am 
dead and gone. But to the 
credit of the cricketers, 
whetlKr 1 have given a 
decision rightiy or wrongly, 
players have shown a bit of 
.... well, what’s the word. ,, 
ah yes, annoyance, but 
have carried on wi^ the 
game. In football there is a 
lot more dissent. It would 
be a sad day fur the game if 
we introduced those cards. 

Let us suppose you hd 
somebody misbehrtng on 
tike field, how then would 
you tackle him? 

Well firstly, I would go 
up and have a word in the 
player's ear and gain his 
respect, if he didn’t agree 1 
would have a word with his 


captain. In England if ar^ 
players dissent we put it 
do^ in our reports after 
the match and he is later 
asked to appear before a 

CORUIBttee. 

Now aeeessible would 
you be to the iutroduetioH 
ef techraiogy in cridiet? 

I h( 9 e 1 never have to 
see die day when we have 
to bring electronic aids into 
the gaine. Firstly, it takes 
somethiiu away from the 
umfnre. Secondly, I cannot 
see how these electronic 
aids can heto you with 
caui^t behinds. You can 
hear so many different 
noises; it could be the pad 
with the bat, bat agamst the 
ground, the ball with the 
pad. The electronic aid 
can’t pick those things up. 

1 cminot also see where 
these could help with Ibw 
decisions. There are so 
many things tb take into 
consideration when giving 
one such decision; where 
the ball has been bowled 
from, what the ball does off 
the seam and whether the 
ball would have gone over 
the stump or not. Moreov¬ 
er. beci^ the cameras 
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would be p^ced at a hei^t, 
the principle of par^u 
would not permit a fair 
’reading’ of the leg before 
decision. 

However, to be balanced 
in one’s judgment, the only 
tl^ they could help you 
with are close run outs. 

(f you eueouHtered a 
sUuatiOH Uke that, would 
you fish out a tdni TV 
from your pocket aud 
cluck Ae rep^T 

Yes, as I said, in the case 
oi close run outs this could 
be a help. 

You must have had inst¬ 
ances when players might 
not have co-operated witii 
you on the field. 

I can honestly say that so 
far I have not had cme 
problem on the Ifold. This 
mdudes county matches, 
Tests and one-day games. 
But having said that, it 
could change, it. could 
change tonight, it could 
change tomorrow. 

What then aboiU layers 
who are co-operative. Play¬ 
ers walking before being 
given out... 

With the vast amount of 
money having come into 
the game, players these 
days wait for the umpire's 
decisions. However, 1 did 
have the case of Eddie 
Hemmings who walked for 
an Ibw once even before 1 
could raise my finger. 
When 1 met him after play 
and told hun that he did not 
even give me the chance of 
putting the finger up, he 
replied smilrngly. He said 
he was so plumb that he 
decided to walk airif^t! 

Have you ever lost your 
temper as an umpire? 

You can't afford to lose 
your temper as an umpire. 
You cannot win as an 
umpire. You have ^t to 
team to live with criticism. 

People might be coming 
back to you und asking you 
to wegch Ou replays of your 
decisions. 

They do, but I don’t ever 
watch the relays or the 
hi{^hli|^. It couki psycho¬ 
logically undermine the 
umpire. 












SPORTSWORLD: Do you 
think you are playing too 
much cricket? 

DIUP VENGSARKAR: 1 
think so. But I have heard 
that the Board at its last 
meeting decided that India 
would not play any interna¬ 
tional cricket before 
November 1 from now on. I 
can only breathe a sigh of 
relief. 

What are the disadvantages 
of playing international 
cricket as early as the end 
^ August? 

On the one hand, you have 
a fairly humid climate in 
some parts of the country 
around that time. On the 
other, matches are 
threatened because of the 
monsoons. The players are 
the ones to suffer because 
of insufficient practice, 
which again results in poor 
performances. It you fail in 
the beginning of the sea¬ 
son, you cannot be too 
optimistic about the way 
the next six months are 
going to turn out. 

How many months of 
I international cricket do you 
I play in a year? 

I would put It around 
nine, considering that I also 
play club cricket in Eng¬ 
land. 

How many months are 
you in Bombay during the 
year? 

Less than two months a 
year. Let me tell you how: 
last year I played five 
months of club cricket in 
England. We left for Sri 
Lanka in the last week of 
August and returned in late 
September. We had a 
month at home before 
going to Sharjah. Im¬ 
mediately on return we had 
to leave for Australia. We 
flew back around mid- 
February and left for Shar¬ 
jah in the first week of 
April. We returned frorn 
Sharjah towards 20 April 
i and then left for England in 
j the first week of May. That 
i tour lasted more than two 
' months. Don’t forget that 
when we were in India we 
spent quite a bit of time 
, Ikying domestic matches. 


IfTlEKVlHP 


Whenever we didn't there 
were benefit matches and 
the like. So that left us very- 
little time in Bombay. Liv¬ 
ing out of suitcases became 
second nature. When 1 mis¬ 
sed the first Test against 
Australia in Madras, it was 
the first time in more than a 
year that 1 has stayed for 
more than two weeks at a 
stretch in Bombay. 

How greatly has your 
family life been affected? 

Quite a bit. In tact, this 
has been one of the regrets 
of playuig Test cricket. For 
one, my wife can be with 
me for only a certain riart of 
the tour. Secondly, 1 have 
not really seen my son 
grow up. 

How much time have 
you spent with him? 

Hardly any. I have mis¬ 
sed a few birtlidays of liis 
and have not been part of 
the process of sending hnn 
to school. As fur as his 
birthdays go. we have to 
adjust them about a bit to 
coincide with mv being 
there. Moreover, when he 
started saying his fir.st lew 
words. J was not around. 
When I went to England 
this year our emtire family 
was together, niose were 
some of the most enjoyable 
days of my life. 

Suffering from overkill, 
did you at any stage of your 
career wish you never 
wanted to play the game for 
months and months? 

Sometimes you do fee! 
sick and tired ol the game, 
desperately seeking a cou¬ 
ple of weeks off. (hie is so 
used to playing cricket that 
it IS difficult to visualise my 
day-to-dav life without the 
prospect of going out to 
bat. So once you have got 
over that fortnight ol rest, 
you long to get back to 
competitive cricket. You 
feel that kuch miss ho ralm 
hai. 

Considering that you are 
complaining of too much 
cricket affecting your fami¬ 
ly life, will you give up the 
game pfter a few years or 
play until you are dropped? 

i guess I wifl be around 


for another five years. I 
intend to play as long as I 
enjoy tlie game. When 1 
stop deriving pleasure, 1 
will stop. With so much 
competitive cricket being 
played, it would be difficult 
to last into the Nineties. 

You used the words 'last 
into '... What is the extent of 
sirees and strain involved 
in these competitive 
games? 

When one is playing so 
much cricket one has to be 
at one’s pt'ak. physically 
and mentally. More tlian 
physically. 1 think we all 
have a big chance ol getting 
exhausted mentally. If we 
played five one-day match¬ 
es with gaps of a day each 
in between, it would mean 
that halfway through the 
set of matches we would 
gel back from the ground, 
dive lor the bed and go off 
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to sleep by 7 pm. < in one ol 
my more energciu, days, 1 
would, perhaps, not want 
to sleep, but then 1 ] 
wouldn’t want to be out of | 
bed either. And talking j 
cricket would be the Iasi j 
thing on mind with <iii\ ’ 
visitor. I 

You wouldn't even want 
to attend the parties gftcr 
the games? 

No way. If you went to 
the parties, people would 
again start talking about 
cnckel out tha ki nahi, woh 
kaist khela and all that. 
Quite sickening. 1 can tell 
you. Don’t forget, cricket is 
played more up there 
(points to his head). Once 
you are stale there, it 
would be over. 

But should you players 
he cribbing? After all, you 
are being paid quite well. 

Money is not everything. 
The main thing is to play at 
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the peak of one’s ability. 
You can do that only if you 
are reasonably fit. To be 
reasoanbly fit. matches 
have to be spaced properly. 
So the question of remun¬ 
eration doesn’t arise at all.. 
Would you have managing 
director. 

working from nine to 
nine—12 hours—just be¬ 
cause he is being paid well? 

I suppose given the amount 
of cricket that we are made 
to play by the board, we 
might just protest under 
the Labour Act! 

What I mean to say is 
that eventually quality suf¬ 
fers. You go in to bat, score 
30 or 40 runs after staying 
in for a couple of hours and 
return. On any other nor¬ 
mal working day, it could 
have been a century. To 
sum it up, we should be 
playing in the conditions 
where one can perform to 
the best of one’s ability. 

Do you feel that cricke¬ 
ters should be better p^T 

Considering that limited- 
overs cricket has become 
so exacting and so popular. 



.India, Imiih Test, 
^fMestepefl that I haw 





a, second Tc^ Karachi, 

3. MaicotmMnlil^ 1883-84. 

knodki»imin.tMtont ^{kvwkar's hands”) 

4 . 1986. CgtKl, tltt conditions 

thpt 1 It was difficidtto Sajr who was not 

5. ! Of tte fifth. 

MYfVliriEIIOSTSATI^ 

^ The ofentury^fsdpstEp^bndat Leeds, 

j 2. $8 and ^ against Pakis^ at Bombay, 1979-80. 

3. CoMary against England, Lord’s, 1979. 

4 . Century against En^and, Lord’s, 1982. 

5- Century agaiiwt England. Lord’s, 1986. 

THE THREE GREATEST j^ATCHES 
THAT I HAVE SEEN 

1. Madan Lai catching Peter Todiey, Sydney, 

1977-78. 

2. Kapil Dev catdiing Vivian Richards, Lord’s, 1983. 

.3. Eknath SoBcar's off Karsan Ghavri versus UP 
inaRanjiTro^game. CThe batsnrfan slashed, Ekky 
dived to his r«ht, tried to bdd with one hand, dropped 
it The bdl popped over to his left. He dived a second 
time and cau^ it with his left hand. Unbelievable”) 



what we are paid at the 
moment is peanuts. On the 
other hand, the amount the 
board and its assodatkau 
make is not a matter of 
jdte. 

Haw much does the ImB- 
an cricketer earn per ff- 
nUted-overs match? 

Rs 2,000 plus Rs 1,300 
as out-of-podeet expenses 
per match. Against this, 
the Ahmedabad match 
against Australia generated 
a net profit of Rs 35 lakhs.. 

Are you suggerili^ that 
payment for cricketers 
should be linked to o cerv 
tain percentage of the pro- 
fUs? 

I don’t think so. After aO, 
the associations have to 
look after school cricket 
and the like. However, I 
stand by the statement that 
remuneration for us erkke- 
ters should be increased for 
the one-day matdKS. I will 
clarify here that we are paid 
well for Test matches. 

Do you fear that so muck 
cricket can ultimately lead 
toadrop in interest m over 
the country? 

It might just take place. 
Rather, may I say that it 
has already begun taking 
place? For example, when 
we played against the West 
Indies on 9 October in 
Bombay there was a capac¬ 
ity crowd of around 45,000. 
A week later for the Test 
against Australia, hardly 
10,(X)0 came to watch the 
opening day. This is wor¬ 
rying. 

In this connexion, you 
feel that cricket in Ittdia 
could be a lot more profes- 
siorudly matured? 

1 do. It is the state 
assoictaions which could 
benefit greatly from this 
concept. School cricketers 
are still not provided the 
best frdlities. 

Well, if as you say, the 
board is makit^ so muck 


"Tlw main thing is to ptay 
to tha peak of one’s 
ability. You can do it only 
If you ara reasonably fit’' 
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money, where do you think 
it is going? 

You’d better ask the 
board this question. But 
dm’t ^t me wrong; the 
board is channelising a lot 
of money^ into schools and 
college cricket 

With the amount of time 
taken up international 
cricket, how much of 
domestic cricket do you 
pbn a season? 

You can judg^ for your¬ 
self; 1 have playra about 86 
Tests for Indn and 30-35 
Ram'i Trophy matches! I do 
attach a lot of importance to 
domestic games. 

Considering that our in¬ 
ternational cricketers are 
paid fairly well for Test 
matches, you might be feel¬ 
ing that domestic games 
are a waste of time... 

Absolutely. The other 
day I played an Irani Tro¬ 
phy match in Jodhpur. To 
be present for the match, 
believe it or not, I had to 
spend Rs 800 from my own 
pocket! The board has a 
rule stating that all the par¬ 
ticipating players should 
travel by tain. I was playing 
some other game and didn’t 
have the time to reach 
Jodhpur by train. Instead, 1 
flew and had to pay the 
difference! Moreover, 1 
was paid Ks 50 a day for the 
Irani Trophy match. 

Fifty rupees a day!? 

After five days 1 raked in 
Rs 2M. Within the addi¬ 
tional Rs 60 that one is paid 
per day, you have to take 
care of your meals and.. 

! well, everything except the 
i rooms in which we stayed. 

' It is not surprising to find 
. that the standard of first- 
: class cricket m India is real- 
' ly low. This is because 
I ttiose who were good,' yet 
; out of the Test reckoning, 

, gradually had to ^ve up 
playing first class cricket. It 
I was just not remunerative. 

In Australia I was chatting 
: to Chetan Chauhan; he said 
. he was making good money 
I from the leagues there, 
i W(di bola ‘main pachaas 
I rupiye ke Bye In^ nahi 
I aaae wwafa kheine ko'. So 


the standard of first class 
cricket suffers. 

It is high time the spon¬ 
sors came into first-class 
games and first-class 
cricketers were paid de¬ 
cently. 

We have hardly heard of 
players being called up 
from the Ranji Trophy to 
play for India. It never 
hof^ns here. 

iTiis is because there is 
such a vast difference in the 
standards of Tests and 
domestic cricket. One of 
the prime culprits for this 
unbaJance are the grounds¬ 
men and the staging Asso¬ 
ciations in our country. The 
wickets at home are not 
sporting at ail; they are flat 
and bounceless. iAuiy num¬ 
ber ei^t or nine can walk 
Di and score a century. 


Most of our important Ranji 
or Duleep matches have 
been real high scorers. 
That IS why whenever 
some of our younger bats¬ 
men go to England and 
Australia, their technique is 
exposed. If there were 
more fast and bouncy traks 
in India, it would also be a 
great practice patch for the 
Test cricketers. The stan¬ 
dard will definitely improve 
after that. 

Vou have played interna¬ 
tional cricket for around 11 
years. Did you at any time 
feel that you had the 
chance of leading the 
country? 

I was hoping all the time, 
i thought that 1 had a gtMxl 
chance of being appointed 
vice-captain for the tour of 
Australia in 1980-81. But 


tliey opted for Vishwanath. 
.Agiiin, when Kapil Dev was 
injured in 1983-81 and nev¬ 
er toured SJiaoah, I lelt 
that I had a thance of lead¬ 
ing in his place. But it never 
really bothered me. 

On a couple of occa¬ 
sions, as the critics have 
pointed out, you have also 
been given a raw deal by 
being dropped. 

What hurt me a great 
deal was when 1 was drop¬ 
ped for the first couple of 
matches in the Australasia 
Cup. It was not as if 1 had 
Ix-S'ii out of form. 1 had 
emerged with the highest 
average of \2 in the World 
Series Cup prior to that. | 
How' could they have drop¬ 
ped me? As I said, that 
hurt. And no explanation 
was given to me. 
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__ Pi^E _ 

England In Australia 

Christmas in Australia 

Peter Yates dons his Santa Claus outfit 


I ’M sure we all feel ex¬ 
treme sympathy for our 
cricketers as they are 
forced to sacrifice our cosy 
English winter for non-stop 
sunshine in the land of con¬ 
victs. And not only that, 
they've got to spend 
Chnstmas there as weU. So 
that they don't feet too left 
out and forgotten, WCM 
has, at great expense, de¬ 
cided to send them all 
Christmas presents to 
make them feel at home 
when they wake-up on 
Christmas Day in a strange 
land. Here, for Sport* 
sworM readers is a list of 
the gifts WCM have sent 
on your behalf: 

Mike Catting, captain: A 
video of Manchester Un¬ 
ited beating Spurs to get 
him angry and psyched-up 
for the next match. A video 
of Britton beating Spurs 
to get him even more angry 
and psyched-up. A new 
Captain's T-shirt inscribed: 
‘Large in Charge’. New 
nose—and thumb- 
protectors. 

John Emburey, vice¬ 
captain: A shovd (for his 
shovel shot). Some Boots’ 
Cricket Ball RepeUant (for 


his face). 

Bill Athey: The new Paul 
Downton book How To Be 
An Opener Without Really 
Trying. (But not the new 
Geoff Boycott book How 
To Be A Really Trying 
Opener.) 

Ian Botham: What do you 
give the man with every- 
ttiing? Well, try a Timothy 
Hudson dartboard. And the 
TCCB shootmg-target. A 
Somerset Committee 
ashtray. And a Peter 
Roebuck doormat. 

Chris Broad: A life-size, 
blow-up Tim Robinson doU 
to put at the other end 
when he's batting. And a 
new bat—with off-side 
shots in it as well as on-side 
SlKltS. 

Phillip DeFreitas: Anti-laid 
back tablets to help prevent 
what IS also known as the 
Leicestershire Disease. 
(It’s contagious.) Anti- 
peroxide tablets (to pre¬ 
vent his hair going blond 
like the other aUrounders). 
Anti-Press tablets (compul¬ 
sory for allrounders). And, 
by special arrangement, 
the chance to share a room 
with the No. 2 wicketkeep¬ 


er. (Allrounders always 
have a friend called 
Richards.) 

Graham Dilley: The new 
Bob Willis book on fast 
bowlers’ run-ups: Don't 
Dilley-dally. The latest Bob 
Willis analysis of current 
English fast bowlers: ‘Don’t 
dally, DiUey’. A little, per¬ 
sonalised, ornamental mat 
for cakes (a Dilley doily). 
His own personal special¬ 
ised food shop (a Dilley 
Deli). 

Phil Edmonds: The new 
Terry Wogan de luxe ven¬ 
triloquist set (telepathic 
model) complete with 
Frances Edmonds lookalike 
ventriloquist’s dummy and 
instruction book so that 
Phil can do interviews with¬ 
out moving his lips. 

Neil Foster: A can of Cast- 
lemaine 4-X Lager. 

Bruce French: Anti-rabies 
tablets. A helmet protector 
and a Test wicketkeeper 
survival kit (with several 
spare wicketkeepers in it). 
Allan Lamb: Joe Bugner’s 
book of successful com¬ 
ebacks. A video of his non- 
cricket activities on his last 
Australian tour to remind 
him of all the things he's not 


allowed to get away with 
this time. 

Jack Richards: An entry in 
the Boycptt book of silly 
run-outs (first Texaco 
match V NZ). A supply of 
dog-biscuits (to mde in 
French’s pockets when he 
goes jogging). 

Wilf Slack: A Graham 
Gooch costume and mask 
to wear when he’s batting. 

Micky Stewart, assistant 
manager Something'to fill 
those sleepless nights 
when things aren't going 
well: the latest TCCB anti- 
Frances Edmonds 
emergency manual, Just 
Another Bloody Tourist. 

Lawrie Brown, physiother¬ 
apist: An emergency manu¬ 
al for dealing with the four 
most poisonous Australian 
snakes: Taipan, Death 
Adder, Press Viper and 
Ex-Aussie-lnternational- 
Snake-in-the-Grass (also 
known as a load of old 
cobras and not to be con¬ 
fused with Current- 
International-Snake-on- 
the-Grass). Habitat (rf all 
species is swamps and gut¬ 
ters. 

WlKlwi CriGksI Monthly 


The touring English cricket team 
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Mike Tyson describing his lethal punr stroll to' a medal 
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I TS something we'\t all 
done before. W'licii 1 was 
in school, I wa'' Ihe class 
runner-up. Tne class arm 
wresthng as we 

call It —tlianipion was tried 
Out agaa’sl Ins equals from 
other (tisM-s. And the 
eveiitii.il winner was held in 
hallii'vcd reverence for the 
rest lit Ins schooldays, liut 
a.s a vMirldwide sport? Nev- 
ei ewn considered it. Ann 
w I cstling was just a form of 
(iroving you're macho. A 
form of asserting your posi¬ 
tion in class. 

But even as I was prac¬ 
tising my ann wrestling 
with a gun-toting colleague 
of mine from the guenlla- 
troop nicknamed the ‘Re¬ 
frigerator Raiders’—both 
^ilJ of four years old—this 
sport was making its launch 
in faraway Scranton, Penn 
sylvaiiia. The year: 1967. 

Under the watchful eye 
ol Bob O’Learv, arm 
wrestling immediately 
caught the lanc.\ ol llie 
people. Alter all, it was )iisl 
about the easiest—and 
cheapest ■ sport to jiarticr 
pate in. There is no need 
for speciiic kit or faciliiies 
All you need is a table top 
and a strong right arm. It is 
therefore no surprise that 
this sport caught on like 
wildfire all over the world. 

But it took till 1979 lor 
the sport to get organised 
enough for a contest that 
pitied the best in the world 
against each other. With 
the first World Arm Wrest¬ 
ling Championslups proving 
to the world that India was 
an enthusiastic member, 
the cream came to Calcutta 
the following year for the 
2nd World Championship. 
And since then the Indian 
contribution to ann wrest¬ 
ling has grown hi leaps and 
bounds 

With Bari] BarSV Das of 
Calcutta being entrusted 
w'ith the chahinan’s post of 
the World Arm Wrestling 
Federation, this sport has 
received a shot'io.Uie arm 
that can onhjgfti.bdh.er for 
tlie thousdip enthu¬ 
siasts in tMK^^try. But 


VII World Arm Wrestling Championship 

An exercise in 
futiii^ 


even with the honour of 
hosting the world meet for 
the second time still fresh. 
Barij Baran Das was a dis¬ 
appointed man. And he had 
reason to be. 

After all, who likes to 
take on the challenge of 
hosting a world’ meet, ex¬ 
pecting the entire arm 
wrestling community to 
participate, and end up with 
just five of the expected 
;iO-odd countries compet¬ 
ing? That was the pathetic 
slate the 7tli World Arm 
Wrestling Championships 
held at the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium, Calcutta was re¬ 
duced to. With barely five 
countries taking part, in¬ 
cluding the hosts, there 
was hardly enough com¬ 
petition to fill the allotted 
days, necessitating the 
championship to be shor¬ 
tened lo just three days. 
.And e\en at the end of 


those three days, the feel¬ 
ing that something was 
missing was all- 
encompassing. 

Speaking to Das a few 
days after the cham¬ 
pionship, he was the verit¬ 
able picture ol Trini 
Lopez’s lover in his famous 
song of the Sixties''Lemon 
Tree'—"a sadder man but 
wiser now.” Sad: bcacuse 
his prime show had turned 
out to be a damp squib. 
Wiser: because this experi¬ 
ence had taught him how lo 
make sure a repeat never 
occurs. 

The entire episode was 
the result of last-minute 
withdrawal by the sche¬ 
duled hosts, Mexico. Hav¬ 
ing hosted the ’8.6 meet 
with a fair degree of suc¬ 
cess, Mexico wanted to 
make up for their lacklustre 
effort—^ue lo the devas¬ 
tating earthquake that 


The brute power of the ‘above 110 kg’ champ 



rocked that country and left 
them in a state of nitn, both 
economically and structur¬ 
ally—and offered to host 
this year’s meet too. A 
suggestion that was gladly 
accepted by the Worid Fed¬ 
eration. But towards the 
end ol August this year, the 
Mexican Arm Wrestling 
Federation dropped a 
bombshell when they said 
that they would not be able 
to go ahead with the world 
meet as planned. The only 
excuse offered was that the 
Mexican Government had 
refused to extend the help 
they had offered in ’85. It 
seems that the World Cup 
Soccer was enough of a 
strain for the Mexicans. 
Another world meet in tlie 
same calendar year was not 
needed. 

Immediately, letters 
were posted to faraway 
USA and Canada, informing 
them that a change of 
venue was the only solution 
and would they jwrticipate 
if the championships were 
held at Calcutta? 

'Die initial response was 
not very heartening. With 
all the teams having made 
arrangements to participate 
m Mexico, they were not in 
a position to make such a 
radical change in their 
plans. 'Po the extent that 
they flatly disagreed with 
the suggestion. Eventually, 
with the betteniienl of the 
sport in mind, the major 
countries agreed to the 
suggestion and gave their 
word that they would try 
their best to send a team. 

But as things turned out, 
there were just a handful of 
countries that kept their 
word. While letters are still 
being received from tte 
various national federations 
explainmg that due to last 
minute problems they were 
unable to attend the worid 
meet, there are a few con¬ 
tingents that stayed away 
due to a peculiar reason. 
Visa prdilems. 

As tough as it seems to 
believe, there were some 
teams that could not come 
to India in spite of havhtg 






N. Sharat Singh in action against Roger Schwab (right) 


in the past year. Uas is of 
the firm opinion that even if 
the whole world had roni- 
peled, the Indian tx)ys and 
giiis would have done just 
as well. 

The Indian arm wrest¬ 
lers face a severe physical 
limitation as far as the 
heavier weight categories 
are concerned. The Wes¬ 
terners are naturally big 
and automatically excel in 
the higher categories wher- 
as the smaller built Indians 
have the advantage in the 
70kg category and below. 

The results vouch for 
this. The first three weight 
categories—45kg, 50kg, 
55kg—were total Indian 
affairs while the next three 
had just one non-lndian 
featuring in each of the top 
threes. And if a prize were 
to be awarded to the Indian 
of the meet, it would prob¬ 
ably go to N. Sharat Singh 
who beat the reputed Ro¬ 
ger Schwab of the US for 
top spot in the 60kg class. 

Looking back at this 
meet, one can only ho):^ 
{ that something like this is 
; not repeated again. It is 
, colossaJ waste of resources 
i wdien you have such a ma- 
: jor meet and only a handful 
I of pet^le to participate. It 
even fobs the meet of most 


the requisite finance be¬ 
cause thev were refused 
entry visas by the Indian 
high comnnssions in their 
countries. Desperate 
phone calls Iroin the 
affected teams to Barij 
Haran Das lound him en- 
countenng a whole lot of 
red tape at the Sports 
Ministry. The ministry 
claimed that they did not 
know about this world meet 
and therefore could not 
advice the concerned Indi¬ 
an high Lom.s—Brazil, 
UK —to expedite the issue 
ol visas to the participating 
arm wrestlers. This only 
highli ghts the contused 
attitude the Indian govern¬ 
ment has toward sport in 
general. 

Coming to the competi 
tion proper, there was 
plenty to cheer for as the 
Indians proved that they 
are an emerging force in 
the realm of arm wrestling. 
While we had just three 
Indians in the roll of honour 
at the last meet, this year 
saw an Indian glut especial¬ 
ly in the lower weight cate¬ 
gories. And this, according 
to Das. is not a result of the 
lack of top-flight competi¬ 
tion. it IS a direct reflection 
of the improvment that our 
arm wrestlers have shown 


of Its glamour. 

A look at all the help that 
was extended to the Arm 
Wrestling Association of 
West Bengal will give you a 
mental picture of how much 
better all this would have 
been appreciated if this 
meet had attracted a fuB 
house. The Government of 
West Bengal showed their 
cooperation with this ven¬ 
ture by donating the use of 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium 
and all its facilitie.s absolute¬ 
ly free of charge. 1'hey also 
chipped in with the residen¬ 
tial quarters at the Salt 
Lake Stadium for the corn- 
petit iors. This however 
created one problem as an 
effort to isolate the foreign 
teams led to the foreigners 
being closeted in the VIP 
quarters which are not 
quite wiiat they are called. 
Fortunately, the Lions Club 
of Calcutta City offered to 
look after the foreign teams 
and put them up at the 
Airport Hotel. Even the 
Inspector General of 
Police. West Bengal helped 
out by providing foixl and 
transport for the Indian 
team. 

While all this is very 
fughly appreciated, it is a 
sad event that there were 
so few teams to make up 


the meet. And that, howev¬ 
er you look at it. is a direct 
result of the lasl-minulo 
backdown by the Mex¬ 
icans. It IS to tackle tins 
problem at its very root 
that a new rule has just 
been inserted into the rule 
book of the World Ami 
Wrestling Federation. 
Now, any country that 
wants to host the world 
championships will have to 
deposit a fee ol $1000 at 
least one vear in advance, a 
lee that will have to be 
forfeited in case ol a c.in 
cellation without siifticient 
cause. The USA liave set 
the ball rolling by agreeing 
to pay the sum and biMiking 
tlie 1987 mei'l. 

If you l(x)k lx.-\’(nid the 
problems faced by the 
organisers, and the pathe¬ 
tic response from the jiarti- 
cipating countnes. there is 
not much cheer for arm 
wrestling at the moment. 
Maybe the expected gala 
release of Sylvester Stal¬ 
lone's latest movie Over 
The Top, where he plays 
the (lart of a professional 
ami wrestler, will re-inslil 
the sense of pride into Indi¬ 
an arm wrestling. Some¬ 
thing that they are desper¬ 
ately searching for now. 
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Still master of the g^ine 


B EI OKI t\<n lifting a 
rd( kt t in tilt Mdbters 
at Mficiisi I Square Garden 
Ivan I i II Ji I cached another 
nchtnil stone 

I Ik vn arid t> top ranked 
plivi I tccuvcdankOO (XX) 
d ill III hcque lor ftnishing 
liistinthc 19Wi Nabisco 
Or iiid Pnx singles bonus 
p<K)l That made him the 
first male player to exceed 
10 million dollars m official 
money 

But week s end he was 
even nchtr after having 
beaten Btckcr in Iht Mas 
tcrstmal proving that 
though tht West German 
itt nager was dost on his 
heels he s still number 
one 

It would no longer be fan: 
or logical to think of him as 
anuiterunNo 1 the bnd)^ 
between the Me Fmot and 
Becker e ns is was the 
casea^c irago 
Lendl won K of tiH 11 
tournaments he c ntc n d in 
1986 mrludiiig the IN and 
French Opens and w is lun 
ner up to Btcket at Wimb 
ledon His pri/t mont V 
excluding the Mastci s vie 
tors came to 977 517 US 
dollars with the 800 000 
bonus boosting his annual 
total for the year to 
I 777‘>37dolUrsandhis 
careei tolil lo 10 092 129 
dollars 

But Martina Navratilova 
stilt has Lendl beat ha\ mg 
won well ovc r 11 nullKin m 
her career 

But tor Lt ndl Ue at the 
top a reward for all the 
lung hours he has put in 
training and practising 
Maybe because he was not 
a natural whose racket was 
a inarae wand You ask 
which way did vou get 
Lendl said Iasi week, 

Does It come easv or 
liaid'* When you wgric hard 
tor It 1 thirdt you (iueftsh It 
mewe. I find rt jR pie^ure 
beingNo 1 


C^eching Out 

A NOI HER Catch son 
blinks slow!) towards 
the West 

Libor Pimek ranked 
25th in 1984 i4Uiin 85 


and now 5b gave 1 be Lon 
don Times a rather bold 
mtervifcw iecentl> 

1 he authorities in our 
country think wo le sbll lit 
tie kids said the tall 23 
veai old 


Lendl Owrlshingthetop 




The Tennis Federation 
and Government gave all of 
us an opportunity to plav 
and travel outside the coun 
try Then suddenly when 
the players are improving 
and starting to make 
money they don t respect 
them They don t realise 
how big some of our pGy 
ers are mtemationally 
That s where the problem 
starts 

He then went on to what 
he mtends doing 1 here 
should be frt edom and peo 
pie should be able to 
chcxise when the v want lo 
live 

His own exercise in free 
dom will begin soon f )i he 
plans to ni iny liis Belgian 
girlfiicnd ind become a 
Belgian citircn 

Power Drive 

1HF Intern itiomi Tennis 
Fedei ition has rc ctived n 
one milbun pound sterling 
sponsorslup boost from car 
manut ic tunc i s (jcnc i al 
Motors 

GM will now h let c xc lu 
sivccai compim ndvertts 
mg rights It majoi 11F 
toum imcnts including the 
Davis md 1 cdcntion C up 
competitKins 

Bntain sear giants ne 
also to become the major 
sponsors of the men s 
European mdoor team 
championships which will m 
future be known is the 
Opel European Cup 

Opel 1 part of the (iM 
groupha\c been imolved 
m tennis for a number of 
years mcluding sponsoring 
Steffi Graf of West Ger 
many the world numbei 
three woman player 

Meanwhile in Mel 
bourne it was announced 
that the Davis Cup final 
between Austrah i and 
Sweden scheduled to be 
played m Kemyong from 
December 2b to ^ is a sell 
out 
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An Oaisman’s Haven 


I NDIA was going to make 
history in the Asian 
Games. Rowing was mak¬ 
ing its debut at Delhi in 
1^. The venue? Uncer¬ 
tainty prevailed. Where 
ivas it goiiu to be held? 
Away from Delhi What ab¬ 
out transport, communica¬ 
tion and a ‘village’ for the 
Asian scullers? The search 
was on. 

The name of Rai crops 
up. At the outset everyone 
looked askance. Now 
where is this place? Does it 
have a lake of international 
standard? Rai is in Haryana 
and there is a lake. SlMow 
and far short of the require¬ 
ment. To make it one of 
international standard, the 
expenditure would have 
run into several crores. 
Criticism fdlows and the 
idea is dropped. 

Ramgarh s name is sug¬ 
gested. A close scrutiny is 
taken and finally the green- 
signal. Ramgarh lake in Ra¬ 
jasthan only needed a little 
renovation for the Asiad 
event which was a grand 
success. The sport got a 
big boost in the country. 
Many more were becoming 
scullers, including women. 
But Ramgarh lake went 


into a deep slumber after 
the Asiad. 

Calcutta and Madras are 
the main centres. But cer¬ 
tainly efforts could be made 
to get more rowing venues. 
Over to the Oalma Range 
of the Singbhum District of 
Bihar. And on that terrain 
lies a lake nearly 2000 
metres long and deep 
enough for rowing. The 
•lake serves as the main 
reservior of the steel city of 
Jamshedpur. The lake is 
ideally situated. And row¬ 
ing could come under the 
purview of Tata’s plan of a 
Sports Complex. Since the 
steel city is sports craay (as 
was evident during the sil¬ 
ver Jubilee celebrations) 
and with a sports buff like 
Mr Rusi Mody, TISCO 
chairman at the helm, row¬ 
ing can be introduced in the 
D^a lake, about 10 km 
away from the city. Pre¬ 
viously yachting was held 
there but it was stopped 
due to pilferage. With a 
little bit of caution it can be 
started all over again. Row¬ 
ing too. 


What 1 had observed 
during my drive to the lake 
was that transport and 
communication pose no 
problem at all for competi¬ 
tors coming from other 
parts of India. Jamshedpur 
can become the rowing 
centre of eastern India. Not 
much homework has to be 
done. A little extension 
perhaps. The water depth 
will hopefully meet the 
necessary requirement for 
international rowing. .■\nd 
more importantly Tatas and 
sport mbc well. They have a 
i^xy of sports personali¬ 
ties who can lend ample 
support. They have the in¬ 
itiative. The motivation. 
And supposedly the neces¬ 
sary funds to make the 
Dimna lake a prime source 
for tht' sport. 

The vicinity has its own 
charm which draws in¬ 
numerable tourists. A 
popular picknicking spot. 
People love to avoid the 
drudgery. The mundane 
care if they find the time. 
And to them rowing can be 
an added entertainment. 


The steel dty is hygenu ally l 
clean. Accessibility-wise, 
no one should find it diffi¬ 
cult. And finally the organi¬ 
sational efficiency of Tisco 
is evidently proved by its 1 
.staging of national events, ; 
importing super soccer and | 
the recent Steel Plants j 
Sports silver jubilee. 
Another reason why I pre¬ 
fer the idea of havii^ row¬ 
ing there is because Tisco 
have international oarsmen 
and efficient official, who, 
give the opportunity, are 
capable of organising com¬ 
petition there. Why not 
have a rowing national, to 
begin with? 

1 fervently hope Rusi 
Mody will give it a serious 
thought. And Mr D.K. 
Tandon, director NIS East¬ 
ern Wing, should be per¬ 
suaded to visit the Dimna 
lake to make liis on-the- 
spot assessment. Mr Tan¬ 
don can, if he really desires 
so, have a discussion with 
the Tisco boss. The lake 
can become the main row¬ 
ing centre of this part of the 
country. Why not make an 
effort. Rowing could be 
Jamshedpur’s newest baby. 
An oarsman’s haven. 
tuthath Urtar 







RUNNING BACK FOR MORE . 

,■ »• ' 

S OME people mature late. Some even later. 

Carlos Lo^s, Olympic marathon,champion and 
world record holder, comes into the bitter cat^ory. 
At the not-so-young-age'of 40 he intends to m&e a 
comeback m the athletic world. 

No, it’s not impossible. Long distance runners 
have something in common with wine: they get 
better with age. And the Portuguese runner l^ws 
it. He Bitends to use his name and his two thles to 
‘put away something for' his future wel^e. ‘And 
with the huge amounts being doled out m the form of 
prize-money and sponsorships, it's a pretty good 
idea. 




EPIC FEATS 


B etter now, than 
never. The sports¬ 
men invariably take cen- 
trestage. Hogging the 
limelight when they win. 
Pushing the blame on 
when they lose. Invari¬ 
ably on the coach. No¬ 
body ever seems to ack- 
nowledge the hard 
work, dedication and ta¬ 
lent of the trainer. Not 
in India. Till now. 

The Indian govern¬ 
ment has introduced a 
special award for 
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coaches on the lines of 
the Anuna Award. This 
year there were three 
recepients of the new 
honour, and no one de- 
served it more than the 
trio. 

The award approp- 
riately named the Dro- 
nacharya Award went to 
the man behind the suc¬ 
cess story of P.T. Usha. 
O.M. Nambiar. The 
coach from Kerala has 
dedicated all his time to 
his prote^ and what a 
wonderful combination 
they make'. 

Less glamorous, but 
equally hard-working 
are the other two rece- 
pients: Omprakash 
Bhardwarai, the boxing 
coach who has worked 
tirelessly and success¬ 
fully with our national 
team and ‘guru' Bal 
Bhagwath die man re- 
spcmsSile for our wrest- 
winning medals at 
international meets. 

This win surely brmg 
out the best ftam our 
coadies and, more im¬ 
portantly, give our 
spoctanen the incentive 
to take to coachmg and 
not continue as players 
even when they are well 
over the top. 



CASHING IN 


P AT CASH, consis¬ 
tently upredictable, 
but undeniably talented, 
will lead an eight mem¬ 
ber Australian team 
against holders Sweden 
in the Davis Cup final at 
Kooyong, which starts a 
day after Christmas. 
While the Swedes will 
be banking on the sheer 
class of their young 
team, the Aussies will 
be looking to Cash to 
put them in with a 
chance to fiidit, if not 


win. He must win both 
his singes. 

Non playing captain 
Neale Fraser isn’t tal^ 
any chances, keeping 
his optkins open, select¬ 
ing eijdd and not the 
usual ^e or six member 
team. But just that isn't 
going to see them 
through. They’ve got to 
make the most of home 

f round and a dejdeted 
wedish team. And.td 
course, their danger 
man Pat Cash. 
















POUND FOR POUND 

I T wasn't rraffy money for nothing, but very dose. 
English midfielder Bi^an Robson received about 
130,.000 pounds for lus services to Manchester 
United for the year. True, he is a player of the very 
highest dass, but he definitely wasn't worth that 
much as he spent more than hdf the season on the 
bench, nursing an iipuiy. 

'The English captain is back on the field having 
missed the last month, once again due to an injury. 
You will rem^ber that he was a mere passenger in 
the Mexico World Cup. All this must de&utely point 
to the foct that he is the most valuable (in terms of 
money) player in the game today. Even Maradona 
has to wodt harder. 



UP THE LADDER 


H e started his athle¬ 
tic career as a high 
jumper and -a middle- 
distance runner. He 
soon realized that pole 
vaulting was more up his 
street; and changed. 

Vijaypal Singh is easily 
the best pole vaulter the 
country has produced. 
Inches above the rest. 
His most recent 


achievement being a sil¬ 
ver medal in the first 
Asian Junior athletic 
meet held at Jakarta. 
The Indian came in 
second with a vault of 
4.80m. Good by Indian 
athletic standards. And 
with a little more en¬ 
couragement and a lot 
more money on training 
and travelling Vijaypal 
could go even higlier. 



GATTING NAPPING 



E ither the alarm 
didn’t ring or Mike 
Gatting didn't want to 
hear it. Or the English 
cricket captain had had a 
late night. Or...or...The 
possibilities are endless. 
But the fact remains 
that Gatting overslept 
and missed the first five 
overs of his team's 
match against Victoria, 
having arrived at the 
ground 20 minutes late. 

Peter Lush, the man¬ 
ager of the tourists, 
obviously isn’t the type 
who minces his words. 
He severely repri¬ 
manded the captain, la¬ 
ter saying, that the 
cricketer had acted 
completely out of char¬ 
acter. But Gattmg on his 


part has accepted the 
fact that he was in the 
wrong and has in fact 
apologised to the team 
and “deeply regretted’* 
what had occurred. 

Lush however, said 
that he “didn’t want to 
rub the matter in furth¬ 
er” by imposing a fine.” 
The intention behind 
this is that the manager 
doesn’t want to upset 
the rhythm of a winning 
side. 

Well, those of you 
who thou^ that David 
Gower would never cap¬ 
lin England again, were 
wrong. He did; stanch 
in for the (late) Gatting. 
who will someday tell us 
why he overslept. 





















Left; Martina Navratilova 
eonsolea Pam Shriver aftw 
their 8eml>flnal match In the 
Virginia SHma tournament 








Left: Botham wpeals and Australian 
opener Oavid Boon is out for yet another 
poor score in the second Test 


Bottom: England opener Chris Broad on 
his way to his maiden Test century. He laid 
the foundation for a massive England first 
innings total which had Australia 
struggling tc save the match 


Photographs: AP 














TImo Salonan (right) and Sappo Har|anna of 
Finland calabrate ^Ir win In the 1986 Lombard 
R.A.C. Rally on top of their truaty steed, a Peugeot 
205 T16 


Championships draws to a 
close at Calcutta with the 
Indian women bagging top 
spot in the ladies sections. 
In the men’s section, the 
USA rei^ supreme with 
India taking second place. 


3 D8688lNr The mighty 
West Indies show abso- 
hltdy no compassion as 
tiiey Bteamroller their way 
over Lanka by 193 runs 
tn their Champions Trophy 
clash at Sharjah, Setting a 
score of249 to chase for 
the Lankans, the West In¬ 
dians scuttle them out for a 
paltry 55. Courtney Walsh, 
with five wickets for just 
one run is the Man Of The 
Match. 

Australia fight with their 
backs to the wall to draw 
the second Test against 
England at Perth. At draw 
of stun^ on the fifth day, 
Australia are 197 for four 
with E)ean Jones top¬ 
scoring witti 69. 

Ivan Lendl., the current 
world no. one, is voted the 
Player Of The Year by his 
fellow tennis professionals. 
Finishing runner-up at the 
end oi the count wjodum 
Nystrom of SwedRlL 


S OacenriMr Pakistan 
beat India in a low scor¬ 
ing match at the Champions 
Trophy at Sharjah to ed« 
their way into second place 
overaU. Scoring 144 off 40. 
2 overs, India can only 
watch in despair as Man- 
soor Elahi steers his team 
to victOTy in 43.3 overs. 

\Tjay Pal Singh Tomar of 
India wins the silver medal 
in the pole vault at the 
Asian Junior Athletics at 
Jakarta with a vault of 
4.80m. This is Vijay Pal 
Singh's best effort since he 
accidentally fell onto the 
concrete pit during his 
Asian Games preparation. 

Jahangir Khan of Pakistan 
seems to be avenging his 
world championslup defeat 
by Ross Norman of New 
Zealand as he thrashes him 
9-3, 9-2, 9-1 in the final of 
the$35,OOOAlFalajOpen 
squash tournament at 
Muscat. 

6 December The Ihree- 
Test youth cricket 
series between Indian and 
Australian youngsters at 
Australia goes in favour of 
the hosts as they win the 
third and final Test 


Bisinka Panova, the teenaged Bulgarian who holda 
top spot in world rhythmic g^naatics, goas 
through har ribbon routine at the International 
Rhythmic Gymnastics competition at Wembley 




f and totals are calcub^. 
at the end of the Cham- , 
pionsTrwhjrakdEetat , 
Sbaijah, mdia has a share 
of the gjorv as Ka{^ Dev', 
heads the batting average ^ 
with93.SecondisDe- 
smondHaynesofWestIn* 
^es with 71 and a dose 
tlurd is another Indian, 
Azharuddin, with 68.5. 

The final round of the 94th * 
IFA Shield football tourna¬ 
ment gets under wajr at the 
Salt Lake Stadium with 
East Bengal coming firom 
one goal cbwn to b^t 
Mohammedan Sporting 2- 
1 - 


S December The Masters 
tennis at New York 
reaches a crescendo with 
Boris Becker shutting out < 
Stefan Edberg in straight 
sets to set up a final clash 
with Ivan Lendl who stops 
yet another Swede Mats 
Wilander in strai^t sets. 

Hilario Zapata of Panama 
beats his Brazilian challen¬ 
ger Claudemir Carvalho 
Dias on points over the M 
distance to retain his WB A 
flyweight tide at Salvador. 

Martina Navratilova ex¬ 
tends her career score 
against Chris Evert-Lloyd 
by winning the final of the 
$2.50,000 Lynda Carter- 
Maybelline Challenge 
women’s tennis tourna¬ 
ment beating Evert-Uoyd 
6-4, 6-2. 


9 December The Sri 

Lanka-Board Presi¬ 
dent's XI match ends in a 
draw at Gwalfor wiA the 
Board President’s lu re¬ 
plying with 355 for four 
wickets in reply to Sri 
Lanka’s score of 504 for 
four. 

Ivan Lendl beats Boris 
Becker 4 and 4 to end the 
year on a triumphant note. 
Lendl beats Beater to win 
the Grand Prix Mastnes SEt 
NewYoric'sMadistm . 
Square(Jardat. . 




AECKTlKa® 


BeatThat 

In t ime 

E nglish footb^ team Metro^wli- 
tan Pcdice belkve they have set a 
zeoord for soccer's quickest substitu¬ 
tion. 

In a Vauxhall-Opel League match 
agi^t Camberley Tow, their number 
one goalkeeper lim Stilwell, failed to 
arrive the necessary 30 minutes be- 
fare kidc-off to sign the r^eree’s 
aheet. 

StilweU was replaced by Andy 
Taylor on the team UsL Stilwell, who 
was named as substitute arrived just 
before the kick-off. He was brought in 
vdien the ball went out of play after 
only 2.8 seconds. 

Convicted 

Boat people 

\A/HO says there is no humour in a 
V V sport Uke yachting. The Amer¬ 
ica’s Cup Challenge rounds are in full 
swing in Australia but here in India we 
don’t get to know about this presti¬ 
gious event. 

Here’s some ii^t on the subject. 
During an America’s Cup press 
conference, an Australian Iwckler was 
giving Britain's skipper, Harold Cud- 
more a distinctly hard time. 

The gist of his arguement was that 
the En^sh didn’t have a clue of 
building boats. 

Cwmore’s unsmiling reply shut the 
Australian up for the rest of the 
conference. Said he, “we built them 
weU enough to get you here.’’ 



Sport Is War 

Kill, kill, kiU 

<* I HATE referees, sometimes I 
I couid kill them, ” said Bayern 
Munich trainer Udo Lathekk. 

‘Td die for a cap and kill for my 
capt^’’ said Australian wicket keep¬ 
er Tim Zoehrer. 

And in Brazil the spiritual home of 
joyous football, a spe:riitor died in a 
brawl at a second chvision Sao Paulo 
match. 

What’s going on ? 

Lot Of Neck 

Incredible bulk 

T he ultimate in human shock absor¬ 
bers! It is the 19V& inch round 


IHiiclntkitw' MiMhWi Oab 


phenomenon known as Mike Tyson's 
neck. That’s one helhiva lot of neck. 

The fact that it holds up the head of 
the WBC Worid Heavyweight Cham¬ 
pion must make the neck one of the 
most aweinspiring anatomical devices 
of our time. 

But ichas its disadvantages. It’s 
tough to find a tie that goes all the way 
round. 

Ready-made shirts are out of the 
questions. Tyson has to get his shirts 
specially made. Even tfien he leaves 
the cutters breathless with disbelief. 

Says Paul Cuss who supplies Royal¬ 
ty with made—to—^measure shirts: 
“He reminds me of the Incredible 
Hulk. It is almost not worth making 
him of a shirt ail. He looks as thou^ 
he is going to burst out of his clofftes 
at any moment.’’ 






























C ARRYING on the 
strength line that we 
afere on last week; it must 
te kept in mind tlat these 
exercises are mainly to 
{strengthen the existing 
muscles and not build fresh 
muscles. The difference 
lies in understanding that 
these exercises are aimed 
at building endurance 
strength. ImS automatical- 
.ly rules out the need for 
heavy weights. 

The Leap Fro’g exercise 
is great frx the legs. But 
d(»vt get carried away and 
try to leap frog your way 
across the hall. You'll find 
out that there is more than 
just strong legs to this. 
Stamina plays an important 
role in determining 
whether you keep leaping 


FITNESS 


Strong and steady 
wins the race 



or just end up in a tired 
flop. 

Keep on your toes 
throughout this exercise 
and you’U find that the take¬ 
off is much easier. A flat- 
footed approach will re¬ 
quire much more effort and 
leave you sitting on your 
backside after a couple of 
jumps. A little help from 
your fingers wiU go a long 
way too. 

The other exercise 
routine that we are j^ing 


into this week is Calf 
Raises. These, as the name 
suggests, do wonders for 
your calves uiiile also tight¬ 
ening up the thighs. And 
with the switching of posi¬ 
tions during the exercise, 
you are making sure that 
the entire calf muscle gets 
its share of exercise. 

Just standing on the 
ground and trying out this 
exercise might have you 
groping for support as you 
totter around. It mi^t just 


be a little prudent to hold 
onto the b^ of a ckiir or' 
some such support. It 
you’re the ambitious type, 
then try and do this exer¬ 
cise in a spot where you 
can drop your heels below 
the level of your toes. This 
wfil place much more strain 
on the calves and speed up 
the results on your calf 
muscles. 

We’ve been concentrat¬ 
ing on the legs so far, so 
don’t get bored and tune 
off. From next week we 
are going mto the lower 
abdominal region and then 
on to the upper body and 
arms. Stay with us and 
you’ll be doing yourself a lot 
of good. 

(Conlinuad naxl wMk| 
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Leap Frog 


Start in the same position is in the vertical Double Leg Jumps (given last week). Spring high and forward, letting the ai 
swing out and travelling as far as the space will allow. Repeat at least 20 times to improve trunk and lag strength 












CALCUTI'A 




E IGIITKEN-year-oW 
D’Souzawasin 
high spit Its. She had just 
been selected as skipper of 
the Bengal Schools team to 
Maluirashtra. Likeable 
Hazel set about practising 
in earnest, ignoring the 
feverish feeling that 
threatened to reduce her 
fitness programme. But the 
fever turned out to be 
caused by jaundice, and 
Hazel was to die of the 

disease a week later. 

"Don’t worry, mummy. 
I'll 0 ve you the good things 
in life. I’m getting a job in 
Eastern Railway on their 
sports quota as soon as I 
complete my ICSC.” In 
early November, Hazel’s 
tearful mother was to fol¬ 
low her daughter's coffin to 
the cemetry. 

Going into her 
nineteenth year. Hazel was 
studying for her ICSC in 
Loreto Day School, Elliott 
Road. She had been in¬ 
ducted into basketball by 
Mrs Olga Rodrigues, man 




Hazel O’Souza (squatting, second from left) with 
the Suffeea team 


agress and coach of the 
Suffee Basketball team. 

The talented Hazel was a 
treat to watch on the bas¬ 
ketball court with her swift 
drivmg in and accurate 
jump-shootuig. She scored 
freely for Suffee’s in the 
Calcutta League, and was 
an inspiration to her team¬ 
mates in the mini and junior 
squads. 


Off the court, the slim, 
dynamic Hazel was friendli¬ 
ness and politeness perso¬ 
nified. Many, includuig this 
correspondent, rated her 
as their bivourite basketball 
player.... 

A daughter of a poor 
family. Hazel wrote in her 
diary: “Though poor, my 
parents are rich at heart...” 
Tlie teenager left behind 



her anguished parents, ’’ 
diree toothers and three : 
sisters. , 

Hazel, not wanting to 
bother her parents of en- 
d^er her Mahara^tra 
trip, did her best to conceal 
the illness that was to take 
her life. Doctors at her 
deathbed pointed out that 
Hazel had a weak heart 
besides jaundice. 

Hazel's last triumph in 
this life was in the An^o- 
Indian Week games, where, 
she topscored for her team 
with 17 points, taking them 
to victory. She shone even 
in the comply of the top 
players, smiling whether 
she scored or missed. 

The West Bengal Bas¬ 
ketball Association held a 
condolence meeting for the 
departed Hazel, it was 
heartening to see that 
many of tb? players in the 
men’s category were pre¬ 
sent: but, sadly, there 
were only a few ladies pre¬ 
sent. Where were most of 
the lady officials? Where 
were Hazel’s basketball 
colleagues and opponents? 
Didn’t they think it was 
necessary to be present? 

John DAOrow 

JAMSHEDPUR 

Young and 
promising 

W ITH the announce¬ 
ment of the 16-year 
old budding cricketer, Man- 
oj Kumar Yadav’s inclusion 
in the Under-19 Bihar 
team, followed by his being 
recommended to be in¬ 
cluded in the AU-lndia 
Coaching Camp to improve 
his cricketing prowess the 
cricketer in Oie makii% de¬ 
fied all speculations atmt 
his future. Manoj has 
already made his mark as 
an all-rounder teenager 
whfie playing in Calcutta, as 
an i^nei:, against a super¬ 
ior ^ngal team in the 
Under-19 East Zone con- 
tesi^ fto* the Co<H^ Behar 

ly to B«ar*a yktoty. 
















feoiiWAL RotfeuP 


caR!ied:hia team on his 
shoidders witii 88 runs of 
the side’s total of 163, 
agi^t Orissa in the ^als. 

' M*" Cmhhim ' 

KERALA 

A Football 
school 

K erala football Asso¬ 
ciation has decided to 
conduct a football coaching 
camp for the footballers ot 
the state in the under 19 
age-group. 25 boys will be 
selected for the camp. 'I'he 
entrance to the camp will 
be by selection trials and 
the selected candidates will 
be provided with free 
education, hostel facilities 
and out of pocket ex¬ 
penses. K.F.A. President, 
Mr P.P. Laxman, who is 
also the treasurer of the 
A.I.F.F. said that conduct¬ 
ing this type of camp will 
help in building a strong 
second string of footballers 
for the state team. The 
services of an N. 1. S. coach 
will be sought to take 
charge of the camp. The 
camp wiU start soon after 
the Nehru Gold Cup Foot¬ 
ball tournament is over. 







A group of senior citizens participating in the ‘Jog 
For Fun Health' aiong Raipath in New Delhi last 
week to herald the beginning of the annual 
National Physical Fitness Week sponsored by the 
Sports Authority of India 



Action In the hockey league match between Punjab 
and Maharashtra on the opening day of 
competitions In Phase III of the National Sports 
Talent Contest in New Delhi organised by the 
Sports Authority of India 


Caring 
for age 

A HEALTH club was * 
started at Cannanore 
under the auspices of the 
Sports Authonty of India 
which plans to spread 
coaching facility to all p^s 
of the countr>’ irrespective 
of age. DrP. Madhavan, 
former K.F.A. president, 
who played for Madras in * 
the ^ntosh Trophy inaugu* 
rated the health chib. Many 
people are coining to atteaig 
the camp, mostly those 
above 50 years. The camp 
is every mtffning from 6 am 
to 8 am. C.P. Chandran, a 
veteran footballer of 
M. R.C., Wellington and 
Services, is the instructor 
of the camp. 
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Bob HOPE 

CX3NFESSIOIMS 

ofa 

—HOOKER— 

My Lifelong Lcaa? Affair with Golf 


Such was the involvement of golf in Bob Hope’s life—and his confidence in his 
own game—^that he even entered the British Amateur tournament once. As 
far back as 1951. That he didn’t get past the first round is least important. In 
the third extract from his book. Bob Hope talks about his bash at the Amateur, 
the various courses he has played on and pays tribute to Gene Sarazen, the 
man who brought American golf skills and charisma abroad 
The book is published by Stanley Paul & Co. and priced at £9.95 


G olf is an intema- 
tionai game. After 
all, it started in 
Europe several 
centuries ago, and didn’t 
catch on ui Oie United 
States until the 1890s. I’ve 
played all over the world, 
vdiich means there prob¬ 
ably isn’t a country with a 
course in which I haven’t 
3>putted. 

One of the trips I re¬ 
member most fondly was 
my lone appearance in tlie 
British Amateur. It was 
1951, May 21--26, at the 
Royal Poithcawi course in 
Wws. I got beat in the first 
round by a man smoking a 
pipe, which of course de¬ 
lighted Crosby. 

I’d been thinking about 
playing in the British 
Amateur for around a year 
before that Tiumks to pay 
lessons from Ben Hogan 
rad soow h^fiil tips from 
othar jBfos. 1 was playing 
the l^w ^ of my life at 
the tone. My handicap was 



Hofie poaes wWi an umbraila boy In Bangokok 


6. I worked hard on my 
game for several months, 
and by the time I mailed my 
entry I was down to a 4. 

Bing had played in the 
British Amateur in 1950, at 
St. Andrews, and came 
home raving about it He 
lost his first match, but he 
had a huge galley and bir- 
died the opening hole. 
“You’re playing well 
enough to take a crack at 
it, ” he told me. “You owe it 
to yourself to enter.” Joe 
Dey, who was (hen execu¬ 
tive director of the United 
States Golf Association, 
told me 1 would enjoy it so 
I packed up and took ofL 

The first leg of the trip 
involved doing some shows 
for our servicemen in G«r- 
'many, then I flew to Scot¬ 
land for a round at St 
Andrews and headed ov«ar 
to Wales. I was mvited by 
Ihck Beilin, vrim wothod 
for William Randolph ; 
Hearst to stay at st , 
Doom’s Casde, sjx,.mflea^.i 
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from Cardifi. There were 
thirty-six suites in the cas¬ 
tle and I was the only one 
there. I felt like Christine 
Onassis. 

Several of my American 
golfing friends, among 
them George Coleman, 
Francis H.I. Brown, Eddie 
Lowery and Hobart Man- 
ley, were also entered in 
thie British Amateur. I was 
ready for my debut m a 
national champic^ship. 

My opponent in the first 
round of match play was a 
paint salesman from York¬ 
shire named Charlie Fox. 
Charlie was at Porthcawl 
on a Uttie vacation with his 
wife Muriel, 1 watched him 
on the practice tee and 
thought, “1 can beat this 
guy at Lakeside.” 

Charlie Fox smoked a 
pipe throughout the round 
and wore glasses that 
looked like the bottom side 
of a scotch bottle. Once he 
got near the green he used 
a 7-iron on every shot and, 
as I was to painfully discov¬ 
er, it was his magic wand. 

1 got off to a shaky start, 
hitting my first drive into 
the rough and topping two 
shots on the 2d hole. On 
the 5th 1 hit one over a 
fence and on the 9th I got 
into one of those huge 
bunkers. At tne turn I was 
3 down. 

We had a gallery of over 
a thousand. Most of the 
' fans were pulling for me. 
and 1 really don’t think 
Charlie himself would have 
minded if I won. He sug¬ 
gested a drop out of a bush 
' for me on one hole in a 
j more favourable spot than 1 
! would have placed it. 

1 By the 12th or 13th hole 
I was idaying pretty well 
but Chulie was getting it 
op and down with that 7- 
iron and a hot putter and he 
finaUy closed me out 2 and 
1.1 headed for the bar, and 
there were Francis Brown, 
who had lost his match 8 
and 6; Hobart Manley, who 
had gone down 3 and 1; ^d 
Wff two winners, George 
Coleman and Eddie Low- 
ety. George got naled 6 



Even the aircraft-carrier Tlconderoga la course 
enough for Hope 


and 5 by Charley Coe in the 
second rovuid but Lowerv 
advanced to the thiid round 
before he lost. 

After a few drinks at llu* 
bar we all headed to iiiv 
castle for more drinks. 
Hears! had a $2 million 
collection of armour, worn 
by the knights of old. After 
several more pops we each 
put on a suit ol armour and 
pretended we were l>oiig 
las Fairbanks. .Sr. What ;i 
scene that was. The He,u st 
servants stood around in 
amazement. 

America had a particiilai- 
ly strong delegation of gol¬ 
fers in the tournament. 
Outstanding [ilayeis like 
Dick Chapman, Charley 
Coe, Frank Stranahan. 
Sammy Urzetta, Bill Ebert, 
BiU Campbel' in addition to 
Lowery and Coleman. 
Chapman beat the great 
Irish star Joe Carr m the 
semifinals and then whip¬ 
ped Coe 5 and 4 in the 


finals. 

I T was cold and rainy the 
day 1 |il,t\ed ai Porthcawl. 
hill tint was nothing com¬ 
pared to the conditions I’ve 
eniounlei'ed elsewhere 
around the woild. in Au 
stralia che winds nearly 
blew us off the golf course. 
In Korea there was a foot 
of snow on the ground, but 
the aniiy engineers cleared 
a f; irway and green for me 
and I (ilnycd 9 holes. 

Alaska was cold, too, and 
you could play until eleven 
o'clock at night. One 
course in Alaska was hack- 
eel out of the wilderness. 
My caddie was a moose. 
Kvery time 1 reached foi a 
club he thought 1 was trying 
to steal liis antlers. 

in Casablanca they liad a 
beautiful course, seven 
thousand yards of sand. 
Every once in a while there 
was a little patch of grass. 
That was a trap. 
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Okinawa had a lovely . 
course You're reallv in i 
trouble m a buidter because '■ 
nobod) remembers where i 
the Japanese buried their j 
land nimes. You can iiuss \ 
the ball completely and • 
blast out. i 

It won’t be long betoie j 
gold IS as popular m Cliina 
as it is in Japan. Arnold 
Palmer is building a course 
there now', and you can be 
sure several others will be 
popping up. When I was in 
Chma the only course was 
one that the British had 
built m Shanghai, but that’s 
gone now. 

I took my dubs with me 
to China, hoping to hit 
some balls here and there. 

In I’cking 1 walked down 
the street with my driver. 
Nobody looked at me. 
They looked at my golf 
dub. They thought it was a 
bomb. The Clunese people 
didn't know nu-, but one 
night w hen I was out walk¬ 
ing. a Chinaman who had 
been raised in America 
came up and said, “Bob ] 
Hope', what are vou doing 
here.-’” He was drinking a 
Coke. 

On one trip 1 was staying 
on an aircraft earner in the 
China Sea We did a show 
on the ship at night, and the 
next morning the captain, 
who was a golfer, came up 
to me with a big bag of 
balls. He had ananged to 
have several destroyers 
lined up about two hundred 
yaids away, so we teed 
them up on the earner and 
tried lo kmKk them across 
tilt -water onto the des- 
trovers. 

We played all over the 
South Pacific. At Christmas 
Island they liad sand crabs 
lhal walked sideways. It 
was the damndest thing 1 
ever saw. 

Golfs really fun in japan 
liecause of tlie women cad¬ 
dies. They're gorgeous. It 
was the first time I ever 
saw a pro kiss his caddie. I 
saw one guy start out play¬ 
ing alone with hts raddie. 
But the 9th hole they were 
engaged and when they 



firithed on 18 tjiey had a 
loanome. 

We had. a few Jqaneae 
women caddies one year at 
the Desert Chssic. It was 
Eniie Dunlevie's idea. The 
pros woe toid they were 
to be returned at the end of 
the tournament—no taking 
home souveniB. 

I had a Japanese caddie 
at the Classic and on one 
hole she snuled and handed 
me a hara-kiri sword. I 
smiled, and shanked that, 
too. 

There was one round in 
Hawaii 111 forget It to(dr 
forever to play the firsts. 1 
couldn't understand it 
They sent a marshal out to 
locate the reason and he 
found it on the llth hole. A 
foursome of Japanese men 
were idaying. using just 
(me ball for the group. One' 
guy would tut ^ another 
w(^ rush (Hit to mark tte 
ball Then he'd bring h back 
and the second man would 
tee off with the same baU. 
They had the sdtote town 
bad^ up. And that's a 
trw story. 

I take my golf chdis with 
me aH over ^ world. It's 
amazing what you can get 
through customs in a goU 


Ward GraiU, one my 
piddic relatkma people, dkl 
a little research on the sub¬ 
ject recently and cxmchided 
that I've played about two 
thousand courses. Some of 
them would hwdly (pdify 
for the Open CViam- 
nonship, Ixit they had tees, 
airways, greens and flags. 
Lord knows on how many 
of those two thousand 
courses there was a 
who tried to hefo me with 
my mme. I've gotten boot¬ 
leg lesaona from Brazil to 


When I think of all those 
roiBids and afl those match¬ 
es in England, Scotland, 
Ftanoe, Germany, ^pain, 
Morocco, Thafland, Jiqpan, 
Korea, Australia...I've left 
more mooeir overseas than 


Oil Soothmd 
else If 









Getting • little help on hie grip from e friend 


hit a bad shot they sheer at 
you. They all sound like 
Rifles a burr. And 
they dress so nicely. Scot¬ 
land has the only pro shops 
that sell cummberbunds. 


Hope triee out a new gag on a amlling female 
caddie in Seoul, South Korea 



1 did shows for our 
troops in Vietnam for nine 
years. The government 
wouldn't let us. stay in 
Saigon, because they felt it 
was too dangerous. 'Hie 


had made a pledge to 
wipe out our eiftourage. ^ 
we stayed in Ban^^ at' 
the Erawan Hotel, and flew 
each &y into Vietnam for ’ 
the shows. 

Once in a vriiile we got a 
day off and 1 spent ft (daymg 
golf at the Sporting Chib in 
Ban^ok. It was nearly as 
hazardous as Saigtm. Hie 
course had crisscrossing 
feirways mid I wasn't far 
away when a friend 
rmne, Cditmel Gates, 
struck on the l^d by a; 
ball. The Spomg Cfob was 
well named 'Ipu to(^ your 
life in your hands on that 
course. 

General Dawee Chula- 
sapya, the then Deputy 
Priidd^dinister of Thaiond, 
woftiroften accompany us 
on the course. The tradi¬ 
tion over there was that if 
you were a dignitary, they 
got you an umbre^ boy. 
Hie umbrella protected ^e 
golfer from the extreme 
heat. I had one, too. 


T hey were talking about 
building a course in Rus¬ 
sia, in 1974, but it never 
got past the Kremlin. 
Armand Hammer, the 
American oilman, was in¬ 
volved. It was going'to be“ 
designed by Robert Trftit 
Jones, who made several 
trips to Russia to look over 
the terrain and discuss the 
project with Soviet leaders. 

1 would have loved to 
have played over there, but 
I'm not sure if they'd let me 
back in the country. Re¬ 
member, I still owe Russia 
$ 1 , 200 . 

Speaking of Trent Jones, 
he and a number of feading 
American architects are 
building courses overseas. 
I play on them frequently. 
Lately I’ve even begun to 
think of myself as sort ofan 
amateur course designer. 
Honestly. 1 could lay out a 
course in three hours. 
Bidd this par 3 over the 
water, ina^ a trm there 
to catch the tee shots on 
die do^g (ft a par 4. It's 
not suA a big dead. Meiion 
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gai Pine Valley, two of the 
finest courses you’ll find 
anywhere, were both de> 
signed by amateurs who 
had never built another golf 
. course. Hu^ White did 
Meri<m and George Crump 
did Pine Valley. And what 
superb jobs they did. 

I’m proud to say that in 
1984 the Bob Hope Charity 
Golf Club opened in Japan. 
It’s located about two and a 
half hours by car from 
Tcdcyo but the ’builder, a 
,nian named Zenya Hamada, 
has three helicopters with 
my likeness painted on 
thm and it’s just a twenty- 
minute flight from the 
Tokyo airport to the golf 
course. Maybe I’ll find out 
what it's like to play in a 
kimono. 

Japan is absolutely craay 
about golf. They don’t have 
enough room to build 
courses to accommodate all 
the people who want to 

j ilay, so thousands of 
apanese play their golf m 
lifted triple-deck ^ving 
ranges. I was among them 
on my last trip over there. 

One reason golf is.so 
popular in foreign countnes 
is the impact made by 
American professionals in 
overseas tournaments. 
Ben Hogan became a 
legend in Scotland when he 
won the British Open at 
Carnoustie in 1953, and 
when Arnold Palmer 
started to play in the Brit¬ 
ish Open every year (be¬ 
ginning in 19^) he was 
quickly followed by all the 
i top Pelican players. 

! Once the American tour 
! ends in October the big 
i money winners jet off to 
I Australia, Japan and Eng¬ 
land for lucrative forei^ 

, events. In recent years the 
! top women mos like Jan 
' Stetriienson, Nancy Lopez, 
Joanne Camer, Amy Alcott 
and Laura Baugh have been 
doing the same thing. 
^un is a golden goddess 
at Japan. She makes far 
more money there than ^ 
does as the United States. 

The migration abroad 
started wim tite long-s^ 
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Golf In a Winter wonderland in Germany. The tee 
could hardly ba aaen 


trips by my old pal Gene 
Sarazen, now past eighty 
and still playing golf nearly 
every day. Sarazen used to 
go over by boat and play 
exhibitions in remote 
places that had never seen 
an American golfer before. 
He was the pioneer in 
bringing American golf 
skills and charisma abroad. 

(iene has had a wonder¬ 
ful career. He won the U.S. 
Open in 1922 when he ws 
twenty years old. The 
USGA didn’t know whetlier 
to give him a cup or a 
scooter. I don’t know how 
much money he made in 
winning that Open but to¬ 
day it wouldn’t cover the 
caddie fees. 

But he's an unusual man, 
tlie only Italian in America 
who doesn't sing for a liv- 
mg. And when he carries a 
spoon, it's to take his Geri- 
tol with. 

For over twenty years 
his ^eat rival was Walter 
Ha^, the premier show¬ 
man of American golf. 
Hagen was a marvoous 
player and a renowned 
boi^vardier who loved tee 
bright iiihte. One of the 
Ha^s hivourite ploys was 
to teep his i^iponent wait- 
uig on tee Ist until he 
suddenly showed up in a 


private lirao, still wearing a 
tuxedo. 

But Sarazen got even 
with him at the 1932 PGA 
Championship in St. Paul. 
Hagen was late fen* the 
match, as usual, but when 
he finally did arrive, 
Sarazen wasn’t there. 
Gene was hiding behind a 
concession shade and kept 
Hagen waiting for another 
ten minutes. Then he 
walked out and got the 
biggest applause of the day. 

I took part in a dedication 
dinner one night for Gene 
and I stiU remember the 
windup of my speech. It 
went like this: 

“Gene’s one of a genera¬ 
tion of professional golfers 
who have a profound im¬ 
pact on tee game interna¬ 
tionally. It’s because of tee 
exam]^ of integrity, cour¬ 
tesy, good humor and true 
sportsmanship that they 
set for many years teat 
professional god is free of 
the childish, temperamen¬ 
tal behavior that mars pro¬ 
fessional tennis. Gene and 
those he played with and 
against were juit as eager 
to vrin as tee i^os of today 
but they umterstood that 
winniog wasn’t everything 
and tee way you cimducted 
yourself was just as impor- 
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tent. Gene Sarazen is shon 
in stature but he always 
waBced taH" 

I was think^ of Gene, 
and his historic r«mds»at 
St Andrews, Carnoustie, 
Mmrfield, Glenea^s and 
tee other historic Scottish 
courses when my friatd 
Jack Hennessy and 1 
traveled to Scotland a few 
years ago for ten days oi 

S M. We chedeed in at the 
leneagles Hotel and 
wanted to play rij^t away. I 
told Jack I’d see about the 
higg^ if he’d get us a ^If 
cart Jack looked at me like 
I’d gone daft. 

"Are you kidding?” he 
asked. “You’re from Fin¬ 
land, you shodd know teat 
in Great Britain tee golfers 
walk, not ride. Here we are 
in Scotland, the cradle of 
golf. How do you think .it 
would look for you to be 
riding around like a 
prince?” 

Jack was so persuasive 
teat we walked, sometimes 
45 holes a day. My blisters 
still have blisters. 

The Scottish caddies are 
^eat 1 get new material 
from teem all the time. One 
old fellow at St Andrews 
told me, “I had a golfer who 
was so lousy he threw his 
clubs into tee water. Then 
he dived in himself. 1 
thought he was going to 
drown, but 1 remembered 
he couldn't keep his head 
down long enouf^." 

The weather over there 
is always, of course, capn- 
dous at best. Wind, rain 
and bone-chiOing sleet. And 
fog. One day at St. 
Andrews my caddie lost 
three balls—on the 1st tee. 

Another caddie was 
working for a goffer whose 
ball had stopped near tee 
edge of a lake. The golfer 
hit the shot and when he 
followed through too far, he 
tumbled into the water. As 
tee goffer was g(^ down 
for the third time he had 
one hand sticking out of the 
water. The caddie nudged 
tee other caddie in the 
group and said, “1 thkik he 
wants a 5-iron.” 




ndit wbK]a@ife<<<ind you 
him tb^t Fk<« after a 
|naar'« oatm! tfanAi for 
Iwkiw of The Korol Coi- 
^OfSurasQOs You are 
mi} DTohahty aware of the 
bet tiutt RA ineanv that the 
jcitap next to you with the 
enrol and bnishet la a 
Royal AcddenvciXB But 
what if you haven’t been tb 
JStoQ or Harrow? 

Nothing intriguea me 
more than the eenes of 
letters fobnnng pet^'a 
names (although the 
alternative explanationa 
^en by itrevermit adiod^ 

, wys pretty intefeat' 
mg stufO and th^ seem to 
be getbt^t more complex as 
the twentieth century 
move^ ahnoat umibtrasive'- 
ly towards the tweoity>fi{C9t 
I am 1 opeless at Mdvmg the 
atro ms sometimes I 
even been hirther 
uom tht truth than an 
atneibl trom the Pope 
\ou shouh) have seen 
the Cl ease that furrowtd 
my brow when I met a guy 
whose visiting card earned 
the proud letters RMGA 
Now that was one I hadn t 
come across too often 
Actually on reflection 1 
«hadn f come across it ever 
Seyerdl mmutes and much 
tMiberation iatet* 1 phiched 
tm the courage to ash him 
the tetters etpod for 
, tohkmg me acEuare in the 
CM, he deadpan. 
"Reformed Member of 
OetnbhiNrB AiumynwHi'*. t 
atilli haven’t flgiamd <mt 
whether he waa pubng my 
ieKmrnot, bitt he was reafiy 
pit^ (d the tide 
Gambtmg is a tletemable 
haH acpmbng to a num¬ 
ber of pe^. %braTaat 
pnmwWttf ft s a 
may of hb and bometattea 
^ mm otihveb- 
anod Ue m gnmera) 

rewivea atthmd tlvee pen- 
trot bemes and 1 dront If 
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of pophbnty theae are the bet of a hutuhed pounds at 
pirn, am fimn chhis shop the skditiy probtntive odds 
said fltaay betting shop of looo to l is definitely die 
'nie betting mdustry m most bzraare 1 have heard 
Brmpb has an annual tur of But the boedoenakers ape 
ttemar of around four bilhon quite wiflmg to tite her 
mpmds and that m any money Or anybody’s 
oody'a booh is a lot of money for that matter 
mcney The mam source of if you’re a sucker want- 
moome for the bookmakers mg to donate your money 
IS horse racing followed a to the Bodonakers fie 
close second 1^ grevhound novotent Fund you can try 
racing Bur you could have to nominate which song is 
a flutter on vdtatevei takes going to be number pn 
your fancy ranging from the Pop f^har^aniXili^ 
the Booker Pnae to vdiat mas Day' 

Pnnee Charles and Pnn the fesUpRNWlfon is 
cess Diana are gomg to whether ii is going to snow 
name their next offspnng on the London WcaU^ 
Some of the mute un Centre on Christmas Ok 
usual bets struck aie thi You have to be extremely 
remote possibibty ol Mar carctul in understanding the 
tuns landing on < arth As in wording of the bet because 
all good movie scripts it cituid snow anyvdiere m 
the se creatures alwavs I iiglattd but if no snow fell 
have the uncannv knack of on the Weithci Centre you 
selecting somewhere in would not be paid out on 
America to make an com bet 
appearance so it should These men of tlie satchel 
come asnosurpnsethatan are wiUvig to take your 
Ameiican ladv Las ri monev at almost eveiy 
quested such a bet In fact opportunity and an apt de 
she IS so tomiflced of this scnption of them is compa 
possibility that she ins ruble to an undertaker 
made tlie same bet evtiy going from door to door 
yeat witliout fail for the trvmg to drum up business 
past decade Uci annual But to be fair to the 

Htr annual bet «t 1000 to 1 la that Martians will land in 
Amarlea 
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beekitudter Wna04t cm i il i < 
ewa$ stfcHjni 
Worid cmiqpdfoR lKi$M 
one roan 0 brokfiJiy tkf! 
anotlror nm'k brom ttiftyi 
smee broagy w m 
the beholdhr. ft ttMkjttpMl 
on the ludgea v; 

Gamurog if po4#llig^i 
synonymouf wnh 
dnigsoralofool ToalPlief 
peo^ It u a masaWe ttfl^ * 
non, sometimes to the 
pontt of aCkiictionl bro to 
ofliers It u a revesting, 

--It But like tmt 

taken m modem- 
as the altpnate 
The nagwi ppob- 
defining mMemtiMi. 
bjeCatise what qouki be 
flitoderatton to wpne is an 
excess for otheia What 
should be piwminent is the 
amount yotpRai afford with 
out puttitig yourro^ out m 
other finances 
In practically every emm 
try m the world, tl« bus 
ness of ownmg horses i 
practtcaily exclusive to th& 
upper echefons of society^ 
This club includes tf 
Queen the Sheikhs of tli ^ 
Middle East and busme*. 'i 
tycoons and beads of sotr^M 
(H the largest cm^kfoiei 
ates m the wovld, like 
Oppenhimer and Roth- 
si^d 

Tte bettmg indpatQr now 
caters to Ks witti 

luxuriously 
offleei, piuai^romtioco 
8 and 


toaiini. 

everyo 
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